
                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

  

 
 

Edition: International Table of Contents 
Page 01 

Syllabus : GS 2: Indian Polity 

SC to look into use of Money Bills 

to pass laws 

Page 04 

Syllabus : GS 2 : International 

Relations 

‘India and Russia have doubled 

rupee-rouble payments in 2024’ 

Page  07 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Science and 

Technology 

ISRO has a problem many rockets, 

but too few satellites to launch 

Page 12 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Indian Economy 

The Union government’s rein on 

financial transfers to different 

States 

Species In News  World’s Rarest Whale 

Page 08 : Editorial Analysis: 

Syllabus : GS: 2 : International 

Relations – Bilateral Relations 

‘Big brother’ to ‘Brother’, a Nepal-

India reset 

 

Mapping  

Topic:  

The Indus River System 

 
 

 

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC CSE 

Tuesday, 16 July , 2024  

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 01 : GS 2: Indian Polity – Judiciary 
Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud has agreed to hear petitions challenging the passage of controversial 

amendments via the Money Bill route in Parliament. 

 The issue questions whether amendments, including those to the Prevention of Money Laundering 

Act and Finance Act of 2017, bypassed the Rajya Sabha unconstitutionally. 

 
About of the news: 

 Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud has agreed to list petitions challenging the passage of contentious 

amendments through the Money Bill route in Parliament. 

 The issue was referred to a seven-judge Bench in November 2019 by a previous five-judge Bench 

led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi. 

 The core question is whether amendments, such as those to the Prevention of Money Laundering 

Act and the Finance Act of 2017, were correctly passed as Money Bills, bypassing the Rajya Sabha. 

 Money Bills under Article 110(1) of the Constitution are limited to specific financial matters like 

appropriation from the Consolidated Fund and taxation. 

 The case also involves allegations that categorising certain bills as Money Bills was a tactic to 

increase executive control over judicial tribunals, which has been contested by petitioners including 

Rajya Sabha MP Jairam Ramesh. 

About Money bill :  

 Article 110 of Indian Constitution defines a Money bill. A bill will be considered a Money bill if it only 

contains any or all of the following matters: 

o The imposition, abolition, alteration, remission or regulation of any tax; 

o The regulation of the borrowing of funds or giving of any guarantee by the government of India 

or amendment of any law regarding the financial obligation of the government of India; 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

o Custody of, and payment and withdrawal from, the Consolidated fund of India or the Contingency 

fund of India; 

o Appropriation of funds out of the consolidated fund of India; 

o The receipt of funds into the Consolidated Fund of India or to the public account of India; 

o The custody or issue of such funds from Consolidated fund or Public account; 

o The audit of the accounts of the Union or of a State; 

o Declaring any expenditure to be charged on the consolidated fund or increasing the amount of 

any such expenditure. 

o Any matter is incidental to any of the matters specified above. 

Procedure for Money bill 

 Certification of Money Bill: It is the Speaker who certifies if a bill is a money bill or not, and his/her 

decision is final. S/he also authenticates the bill when it is sent to the Rajya Sabha and when it is 

presented before the President. His/her decision cannot be questioned in the Parliament, in a Court 

of law or even by the President. [However, the certification of the Aadhar Act, 2016, as a money bill 

was challenged (judicial review is a basic feature of the Constitution)]. 

 Introduction of the bill: A money bill can only be introduced with the prior recommendation of the 

President. Further, a money bill can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha. Such bills are government 

bills; hence, they can only be introduced by a minister. 

After the bill is passed in the Lok Sabha, it is transferred to the Rajya Sabha for consideration. 

 Rajya Sabha has restricted power with regard to money bills. It cannot reject or amend the money. 

It has to send back the bill within 14 days, with or without a recommendation. The Lok Sabha can 

either reject or amend the bill. If the bill is not sent back within the stipulated time, it is deemed to 

have been passed in its original form. 

 President’s Assent: When the bill is sent to the President for his assent, s/he can either give his/her 

assent or withhold assent but cannot return the bill for reconsideration. Usually, the President gives 

assent as the bill is introduced with his/her consideration. 
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2023  
 

Ques : With reference to Finance Bill and Money Bill in the Indian Parliament, consider the 

following statements: 

 

1. When the Lok Sabha transmits Finance Bill to the Rajya Sabha, it can amend or reject the Bill. 

2. When the Lok Sabha transmits Money Bill to the Rajya Sabha, it cannot amend or reject the Bill, it can 

only make recommendations. 

3. In the case of disagreement between the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, there is no joint sitting for 

Money Bill, but a joint sitting becomes necessary for Finance Bill. 

 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

 

a) Only one 

b) Only two 

c) All three 

d) None 

 

Ans : b) 
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Page 04 : GS 2 :  International Relations – Bilateral Relations 

Sberbank notes rising trust in the Indian rupee despite sanctions, with transactions and rupee deposits 

surging.Prime Minister Modi’s Moscow visit aims at a $100 billion trade target by 2030, urging Indian firms 

to expand into sectors like auto, chemicals, and electronics in Russia. 

 
 Sberbank reports a growing trust in the Indian rupee among its clients, with a doubling of rupee-

rouble payments since last year despite U.S. and EU sanctions. 

 The volume of transactions handled by Sberbank increased by 80% in the first half of 2024. 

 Indian corporates have increased rupee deposits significantly, with a sixfold rise in corporate deposits 

in 2024. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent visit to Moscow aims to boost economic ties, targeting a 

$100 billion trade goal by 2030 with Russia. 

 Indian businesses are urged to explore sectors like auto components, aviation, chemicals, electronics, 

machinery, and agriculture for exports to Russia. 
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 There is concern that Chinese businesses are benefiting from sanctions by filling the void left by 

Western companies, urging quicker action from India to strengthen trade relations with Russia. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2019 

Ques : Recently, India signed a deal known as ‘Action Plan for Prioritization and 

Implementation of Cooperation Areas in the Nuclear Field’ with which of the 

following countries?  

 

(a) Japan 

(b) Russia 

(c) The United Kingdom 

(d) The United States of America 

 

Ans: b) 
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Page : 07 : GS 3 :  Science and Technology 
India’s space program, led by ISRO, faces challenges in aligning launch vehicle capabilities with market 

demand under a shift to a demand-driven model. 

 Despite robust satellite applications, educating potential users and enhancing launch vehicle 

capacities are critical amidst evolving economic and private sector dynamics. 

 
Launch Vehicle Capability and Market Demand 
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 In June, the Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) highlighted that ISRO’s 

launch vehicle capability exceeds current demand by threefold. This statement has raised concerns 

in the spaceflight sector about the state of the space launch market. 

 India operates four launch vehicles: the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV), Polar Satellite 

Launch Vehicle (PSLV), Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV), and Launch Vehicle Mark-III 

(LVM-3). These can launch satellites up to four tonnes to geosynchronous orbit. 

 For heavier payloads exceeding four tonnes, India relies on foreign launch vehicles like Europe’s 

Ariane V and SpaceX’s Falcon 9. 

Challenges in Demand Creation 

 The challenge lies in creating awareness and demand for space-based services among potential 

users such as businesses, government entities, and the general public. 

 This education is essential for stimulating demand for satellites and, consequently, launch vehicles. 

 Examples include the need for space-based internet services where demand must be generated 

before satellite constellations are launched to provide the service. 

Limitations and Upgrades in Launch Vehicles 

 India’s current launch vehicles have limitations for certain missions; for instance, Chandrayaan 4 

would require multiple launches of the LVM-3 due to payload capacity constraints compared to 

vehicles like China’s Long March 5. 

 ISRO plans to enhance capabilities with semi-cryogenic engines for LVM-3 and proposes the Next 

Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV) to handle heavier payloads up to 10 tonnes to geostationary 

transfer orbit (GTO), pending funding approvals. 

 Continued success with the SSLV for smaller satellites is crucial as it encourages growth in satellite 

size and complexity, thereby increasing demand for launch vehicles. 

Conclusion 

 The transition to a demand-driven model in India’s space program requires effective customer 

education and market stimulation to align satellite and launch vehicle production with identified 

needs. 

 This strategic shift aims to optimise resources and foster sustainable growth in the space sector. 
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2016  

Ques: Consider the following statements: 

The Mangalyaan launched by ISRO 

1. is also called the Mars Orbiter Mission 

2. made India the second country to have a spacecraft orbit the Mars after the USA 

3. made India the only country to be successful in making its spacecraft orbit the Mars in its 

very first attempt 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Ans : c) 
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Page 12 : GS 3 : Indian Economy : Infrastructure 
The privatisation of Air India in 2022, transferring ownership from the government to Tata Sons, marked a 

significant milestone and a bold reform since the second wave of liberalisation in 2004. 

 This strategic transformation is anticipated to stabilize the airline sector and positively impact the 

entire value chain, potentially extending benefits beyond India's borders. 

 
Major Fleet Expansions and Infrastructure Investments 

 Fleet expansion 
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o Since 2022, significant developments in India's airline sector include Air India's order for a record 

470 aircraft and IndiGo's rapid growth with a fleet of about 370 aircraft and more than 980 on 

order. 

o This could double the country's fleet of nearly 700 aircraft by 2030. 

o It took the Indian industry about 90 years from the time of the first commercial flight to reach a 

fleet size of 700 aircraft. 

o But the rate of growth is so strong that carriers could add a further 600-700 aircraft in just the 

next 5-7 years. 

 Robust airline system and growth in traffic 

o Air India's $6.5 billion investment and IndiGo's record $1 billion profitability in FY2024 indicate a 

robust airline system. 

o Despite supply-chain challenges, domestic and international traffic grew by 13% and 22%, 

respectively, in FY2024. 

 Efforts to enhance airport infrastructure 

o To support this expansion, India is enhancing airport infrastructure with a $11 billion investment 

pipeline. 

o In the National Capital Region, Delhi International Airport will expand capacity to 130-140 million 

passengers annually, complemented by the new Noida International Airport opening in April 

2025 with a 70 million capacity. 

o The Mumbai Metropolitan Region will also have a dual airport system, handling 145 million 

passengers annually. 

o The Adani Group is expanding capacity at six non-metro airports, and the Airports Authority of 

India is investing $4 billion to enhance non-metro capacity. 

o Greenfield airports are also planned for Chennai and Pune. 

Regulatory frameworks for the aviation sector 

 National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP) 2016 guides the Indian aviation sector. 

 Aviation policy is broad-based in India and is dealt with by the Ministry of Civil Aviation under the 

legal framework of the Aircraft Act 1934, and Aircraft Rules 1937. 

 The DGCA is the statutory regulatory authority which comes in for issues related to safety, licensing, 

airworthiness, and so on. 

 Airports Authority of India (AAI) manages and operates airports and provides air traffic management 

services. 

 Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) is responsible for laying down standards and measures for 

the security of civil flights and airports. 

 Airport Economic Regulatory Authority (AERA) regulates tariffs and other charges for aeronautical 

services provided at major airports. 

 It also monitors performance standards of such services. 
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 Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) aims to make air travel 

affordable and widespread by enhancing regional air connectivity through financial incentives, 

subsidies, and infrastructural support. 

Way forward 

 Provide incentives for investment in skilling, training, and education 

o The rapid growth of India's aviation industry could lead to skill shortages, particularly among 

technical staff like pilots, maintenance engineers, and technicians. 

o The new DGCA duty and rest norms for pilots could increase pilot demand by 15%. 

o There are also shortages in air-traffic controllers and security personnel. 

o Thus, the Budget should provide incentives for investment in skilling, training, and education. 

 Restructuring of institutions 

o Restructuring the Directorate General of Civil Aviation and the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security is 

necessary to address challenges from technological disruptions and environmental issues. 

o Corporatising air traffic control by hiving off Air Navigation Services from AAI could improve 

capital access for system investments. 

 Rationalisation of taxes 

o The Budget should consider rationalising taxes, which currently account for nearly 20% of an 

airline's quarterly revenue, including state levies on aviation turbine fuel. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques : Which of the following statements with regard to the constitution of Finance 

Commission is/are correct? 

1. The Government of India has recently constituted the Sixteenth Finance Commission 

under the Chairmanship of Dr. Arvind Panagariya. 

2. Finance Commission is constituted in pursuance to Article 263 of the Constitution of 

India. 

Select the answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 

 

Ans : d)  
 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page : 07 : Species In News : World’s Rarest Whale 
A spade-toothed whale, the world’s rarest and never before seen alive, 

washed up on a New Zealand beach, potentially providing vital scientific 

insights. 

 Identified by its distinctive features, this specimen could enable 

detailed study and genetic analysis, offering new knowledge about 

their habitat and behaviour in the southern Pacific Ocean. 

About the news: 

 A Spade-toothed whales, the world’s rarest, have never been sighted 

alive. Their existence and habits in the southern Pacific Ocean remain 

largely unknown. 

 A five-meter-long beaked whale washed up on a South Island beach in 

New Zealand is believed to be a spade-toothed whale, identified by its 

physical characteristics. 

 This discovery could provide crucial scientific insights as it might be the 

first specimen suitable for dissection and study. 

 Previous sightings of spade-toothed whales were limited to six 

specimens, with those found in New Zealand already buried before 

DNA testing. 

 The whale has been preserved for genetic testing, which could take 

months to confirm its identity. 

 New Zealand’s Indigenous Maori tribes will be involved in the 

examination, considering whales as culturally significant treasures. 

 The whales’ deep-sea habits make research challenging, and their 

precise habitat in the vast ocean remains elusive. 

 The first spade-toothed whale bones were found in 1872 on New 

Zealand’s Pitt Island. Another discovery was made at an offshore island 

in the 1950s, and the bones of a third were found on Chile’s Robinson 

Crusoe Island in 1986. 

 DNA sequencing in 2002 proved that all three specimens were of the 

same species — and that it was one distinct from other beaked whales. 

Researchers studying the mammal couldn’t confirm if the species went 

extinct. 
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 Then in 2010, two, whole, spade-toothed whales, both dead, washed up on a New Zealand beach. 

 

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2019 

Ques : Consider the following pairs: 

Wildlife Naturally found in 

1.  Blue-finned Mahseer Cauvery River 

2.  Irrawaddy Dolphin Chambal River 

3.  Rusty-spotted Cat Eastern Ghats 

Which of the pairs given correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Ans: (c) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context 

 India-Nepal relations have faced significant challenges since 2015 due to constitutional 

disagreements and a blockade by India. 

 The new leadership in both countries presents an opportunity to reset and stabilise relations, 

emphasising mutual respect, non-interference, and regional cooperation for greater stability and 

prosperity. 

Background of India-Nepal Relations 

 Relations between India and Nepal have been strained since 2015 when both countries had different 

prime ministers. 

 The adoption of Nepal’s new Constitution in 2015, which India wanted amended, sparked bilateral 

turbulence. 

 Despite initial assurances to India, Nepal promulgated the Constitution without amendments, 

leading to a significant downturn in relations. 

Blockade and its Aftermath 

 India imposed a six-month blockade on Nepal, ostensibly blaming Madhesi activists, causing 

significant hardship and fostering long-lasting resentment in Nepal. 

 Nepal’s leadership reacted by signing ten agreements with China covering trade, transit, power, and 

transport. 

 The blockade’s aftermath saw Nepal’s prime minister make provocative statements about historical 

and national identity, further straining relations. 

Political and Diplomatic Dynamics 

GS Paper 02 : International Relations – Bilateral Relations 

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-1 2018) Border management is a complex task due to 

difficult terrain and hostile relations with some countries. Elucidate the challenges 

and strategies for effective border management.                              (150 w/10m)  

Practice Question : Analyse the factors contributing to the recent strain in India-

Nepal relations and suggest measures to enhance bilateral cooperation and stability.            

                                                                                          (150 w/10m)                                                
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 Despite meetings between the prime ministers post-blockade, tensions persisted with provocative 

suggestions from Nepal about India’s national symbols. 

 India’s 2019 political map update, which included disputed territories, led Nepal to amend its 

Constitution to assert its claims over these areas. 

 India’s increasing involvement in Nepali governance and politics, including fielding advocates for its 

ideological positions, further complicated relations. 

Challenges and Opportunities 

 With India’s prime minister starting his third term and Nepal’s new leadership, there is an 

opportunity to reset and stabilise relations. 

 The Indian government may need to revisit its approach to Nepal, emphasising policy corrections 

and mutual respect. 

 The principle of non-interference, as part of the Panchsheel doctrine, should guide India’s 

engagement with Nepal. 

Importance of Non-Interference 

 India’s relentless engagement in Nepal’s politics contradicts the Panchsheel doctrine’s principle of 

non-interference. 

 A hands-off policy could lead to a politically stable and economically energised Nepal, benefiting 

both nations. 

 Nepal is a significant remittance-sending country to India, supporting livelihoods in some of India’s 

poorest regions, highlighting the mutual benefits of a stable relationship. 

Internal Dynamics in Nepal 

 The political chaos in Nepal has weakened its ability to engage on equal terms with India. 

 Previous Nepali leaders have had varied success in maintaining balanced relations with India. 

 The recently concluded prime ministerial term saw significant concessions to India, including 

agreements that potentially compromised Nepal’s sovereignty. 

Hydropower and Economic Issues 

 Nepal’s recent agreements with India, particularly in hydropower, have sparked controversy due to 

restrictions favouring India. 
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 The Indian Embassy in Kathmandu has been given unique privileges not afforded to other 

embassies, raising concerns about unequal treatment. 

 Delinking Nepal’s hydropower from its water resources to bypass parliamentary ratification 

highlights the complexities of bilateral agreements. 

Regional Cooperation 

 The new leadership in Nepal has the opportunity to advocate for reviving the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation, benefiting the entire region. 

 India’s policymakers need to recognize Nepal’s non-negotiable friendship with China, which does 

not preclude strong ties with India. 

 Balancing these relationships is crucial for regional stability and cooperation. 

Historical and Cultural Context 

 The historic and cultural ties between India and Nepal should be leveraged to improve relations. 

 Misconceptions about Nepal in Indian academia and public opinion need to be addressed through 

better communication and outreach. 

 Nepal’s open border with India, often seen as a security concern, can be a model for future peaceful 

South Asian integration. 

Future Prospects 

 Both nations need to move beyond historical grievances and power dynamics to forge a mutually 

beneficial relationship. 

 Nepal’s new leadership must assert its sovereignty and engage with India on equal terms. 

 India’s policymakers should adopt a more respectful and cooperative approach, recognizing Nepal 

as a distinct and important neighbour. 

Conclusion 

 The potential for a positive and stable relationship between India and Nepal exists, contingent on 

mutual respect and non-interference. 

 By addressing outstanding bilateral issues and fostering regional cooperation, both countries can 

achieve greater stability and prosperity. 

 Embracing a more balanced and respectful relationship will benefit not only India and Nepal but 

also the broader South Asian region. 
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Special Relations Between India-Nepal 

 Defense Cooperation 

o India has been assisting the Nepal Army in its modernization efforts by providing equipment 

and training. 

o The two countries also engage in joint military exercises and other defense-related activities. 

o The Gorkha regiments of the Indian Army recruit soldiers from Nepal and currently, about 

32,000 Gorkha soldiers from Nepal are serving in the Indian Army. 

 Disaster Management 

o When a devastating earthquake struck Nepal in 2015, India provided swift assistance by sending 

rescue teams, relief materials and medical support. 

o The total relief assistance from India exceeded $67 million. 

o India also announced a post-earthquake reconstruction package of $1 billion, including grants 

and concessional loans, during an international conference on Nepal’s reconstruction. 

 Infrastructure Development 

o India has been actively involved in supporting Nepal’s development by providing assistance in 

various sectors such as infrastructure, health, water resources, education and rural development. 

o They have collaborated on the development of border infrastructure, including roads and rail 

links. 

o Indian investment in Nepal is significant, with Indian companies being major investors in various 

sectors. 

 Water Resources Cooperation 

o Cooperation in water resources, energy and trade is also important in the bilateral relationship. 

o India-Nepal has agreements for power exchange and transmission and India currently supplies 

around 600 MW of power to Nepal. 

o They have also established mechanisms to discuss issues related to water resources and 

hydropower cooperation. 

 Education 

o India’s contribution to human resource development in Nepal is noteworthy, with thousands of 

scholarships and seats provided annually to Nepalese nationals for various courses in India-

Nepal. 

 Cultural Exchange 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

o Cultural exchanges and initiatives to promote people-to-people contacts are an integral part of 

the bilateral relationship. Several agreements have been signed between Indian and Nepalese 

cultural and media organizations. 

Challenges in India-Nepal Relationship 

 Issues with Peace and Friendship Treaty: The 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship between India 

and Nepal guaranteed Nepali citizens free movement across the border and employment 

opportunities in India. However, some perceive this treaty as unequal and imposed by India. 

 Territorial Disputes: Certain areas along the India-Nepal boundary, such as Kalapani, have 

remained unresolved. Nepal claims these territories as part of its own, while India inherited them 

from British colonial rule. 

 Chinese Interference: In recent years, Nepal has been moving away from India’s influence and 

China has been stepping in with investments, aid and loans. China’s involvement in Nepal’s 

infrastructure projects through its Belt and Road Initiative poses a threat to Nepal’s role as a buffer 

state between India and China. 

 Security Threat: The porous and poorly guarded border between India and Nepal allows terrorist 

groups to exploit it for smuggling weapons, ammunition, trained members and fake currency, which 

poses a significant security risk to India. 

 Trust Deficit: The trust between India and Nepal has weakened over time due to India’s slow 

implementation of projects. Some Nepalese ethnic groups feel that India interferes too much in 

Nepal’s politics and undermines their political independence, leading to a dislike for India. 

Way Forward 

 Resolving Water Issues: International law on transboundary water disputes can guide diplomatic 

talks to resolve the issue. 

 Investments: India should increase its investments in Nepal and focus on completing projects more 

quickly. Projects that benefit the local people will help create a positive image of India. 

 Countering China: Given China’s influence, the government should quickly address challenges 

hindering economic cooperation and foster growth for both countries. 

 Manage Border Dispute: Both parties should explore realistic solutions. The successful boundary 

dispute resolution between India and Bangladesh can serve as a model for the way forward. 
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It originates from a glacier near Bokhar Chu in the Tibetan region at an altitude of 4,164 m in the Kailash 

Mountain range near the Mansarovar Lake. 

 

Mapping : The Indus River System 
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Left and Right bank tributaries 

 Zaskar river, Suru river, Soan river, Jhelum River, Chenab River, Ravi River, Beas river, Satluj river, 

Panjnad river are its major left-bank tributaries. 

 Shyok River, Gilgit river, Hunza river, Swat river, Kunnar river, Kurram river, Gomal River, and Kabul 

river are its major right-bank tributaries. 

Shyok River 

 Rising from the Karakoram Range, it flows through the Northern Ladakh region in J&K 

 It has a length of about 550km. 

 A tributary of the Indus River, it originates from the Rimo Glacier. 

 The river widens at the confluence with the Nubra River 

 Shyok River marks the south-eastern fringe of the Karakoram ranges by forming a V-shaped bend 

around it. 

Nubra River 

 It is the main tributary of the Shyok River. 

 It originated from the Nubra Glacier, in a depression to the east of Saltoro Kangri Peak 

 Nubra River meanders towards the southeast to join the Shyok River downstream of Shyok Valley at 

the base of the Ladakh range 

 Nubra Valley, situated at an altitude of 3048m, is formed out of the Nubra River 

 The catchment area is devoid of vegetation and human habitation due to high elevation and lack of 

rainfall. 

Shigar River 

 It is a small right-bank tributary of the Indus River in its course through the Ladakh region of J&K 

 It rises from the Hispar Glacier. 

 It joins Indus at Skardu. 

 The Shigar River descends down a very steep gradient 

 Its entire catchment has been influenced by the action of glaciers. 

Gilgit River 

 It is an important right-bank tributary of the Indus River in its course through the Ladakh region of 

J&K 
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 It originates from a glacier near the extreme northwestern boundary of the Himalayas 

 The entire catchment area of the Gilgit River is bleak and desolate 

 Bunji is the main human settlement along the river 

 Ghizar and Hunza are the major right and left bank tributaries respectively. 

Hunza River 

 It is an important left-bank tributary of the Gilgit River 

 It rises from a glacier north of the Karakoram Range in the northwestern part of J&K 

 It flows southeast and cuts across the Karakoram Range through a spectacular gorge 

 Downstream, the Hunza River follows a southwesterly direction in its middle course 

 Then it cuts across an offshoot of the Karakoram range and changes course to the southeast in its 

lower course before merging with the Gilgit a little upstream of Bunji where the latter river empties 

itself into the Indus. 

Zanskar River 

 It is one of the important left blank tributaries of the Indus 

 Human settlements are sparse. 

Chenab River 

 The Chenab originates from near the Bara Lacha Pass in the Lahul-Spiti part of the Zaskar Range. 

 Chenab river is formed by the confluence of the Chandra and Bhaga rivers at Tandi located in the 

upper Himalayas in the Lahul and Spiti District of Himachal Pradesh 

 In its upper reaches, it is also known as the Chandrabhaga 

 It flows through the Jammu region of J&K into the plains of Punjab in Pakistan 

 The waters of the Chenab are allocated to Pakistan under the terms of the Indus Water Treaty 

 Baghliar Dam has been constructed on this river 

 The river is crossed in J&K by the world’s highest railways bridge name Chenab Bridge. 

Jhelum River 

 It is a tributary of the Chenab River and has a total length of 813km 

 The river Jhelum rises from a spring at Verinag situated at the foot of the Pir Panjal in the 

southeastern part of the valley of Kashmir in India. 

 The Kishenganga (Neelum) River, the largest tributary of Jhelum, joins it. 
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 The Chenab merges with the Sutlej to form the Panjnad River which joins the Indus River at 

Mithankot 

 The waters of the Jhelum are allocated to Pakistan under the terms of the Indus WatersTreaty 

 It ends in a confluence with the Chenab in Pakistan. 

 

Kishanganga River 

 It originates at Drass in the Kargil district of J&K 

 The Neelam River enters Pakistan from India near the Line of Control and then runs west till it meets 

the Jhelum River 

 It is also called as Neelam River (Neelum) either due to its sky cold water or due to the precious 

stone “ruby (Neelam)” that is found in this area 

 It is famous for ice-cold water and trout fish. 

Ravi River 

 The Ravi River originates Dhauladhar range of the Himalayas in the Chamba district of HP. Ravi has 

its source in Kullu hills near the Rohtang Pass in Himachal Pradesh. 

 It follows a northwesterly course and is a perennial river having a total length of about 720km 

 The waters of the Ravi River are allocated to India under the Indus Waters Treaty 
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 The major multipurpose project built on the river is the Ranjit Sagar Dam ( Thein dam as it is located 

in Theinvillage) 

 Chamba town is situated on the right bank of the river. 

 The right bank tributaries of the Ravi are the Budhil, Tundahan Beljedi, Saho and Siul; and its left 

bank tributary worth mentioning is Chirchind Nala. 

 The Ujh river is a tributary of the Ravi River that flows through the Kathua district in the Indian union 

territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 Ujh Multipurpose Project is planned to be constructed in Kathua District of Jammu & Kashmir on 

the River Ujh. 

 Shahpurkandi Dam project is located on the Ravi River in Pathankot district, Punjab, downstream 

from the existing Ranjit Sagar Dam. 

 

Sutlej River 

 The Sutlej is sometimes known as the Red River. 

 It rises from beyond the Indian borders in the southern slopes of the Kailash Mountain near 

Mansarover Lake from Rakas Lake. 

 It enters HP at Shipki La and flows in the South-westerly direction through Kinnaur, Shimla, Kullu, 

Solan, Mandi, and Bilaspur districts. 
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 It leaves HP to enter the plains of Punjab at Bhakra, where the world’s highest gravity dam- Bhakra 

Nangal Dam, has been constructed on this river. 

 The waters of the Sutlej are allocated to India under the Indus Water Treaty b/w India and Pakistan 

and is mainly used for power generation and irrigation of many large canals draw water from it 

 Across the river, there are many hydroelectric and irrigation projects such as the Kol Dam, Nathpa 

Jhakri project. 

Beas River 

 Beas River, an important river of the Indus River System, emerges from Rohtang pass in HP 

 The river before entering Pakistan merges with the Sutlej River at Hari-Ke-Pattan in Punjab 

 The total length of this river is 460km and the river covers 256km through HP 

 The tourist resorts of Manali is situated on the right banks of the River Beas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


