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About Buddha Purnima 

 This year, Buddha Purnima is being observed on Thursday, May 23. 
 It is celebrated to mark the birth of Gautam Buddha, the founder of Buddhism. 
 His birth anniversary is also known as Vaisakhi Buddha Purnima or Vesak.  
 In 1999, it became an UN-designated day, to acknowledge the contribution of Buddhism to society. 
 It is considered a 'triple-blessed day' - as Tathagata Gautam Buddha's birth, enlightenment, and Maha 

Parnirvana. 
 Lord Buddha was born as Prince Siddhartha Gautama on the full moon day in 563 BC at Lumbini in Nepal. 
 In Hinduism, Buddha is considered as the ninth avatar of Lord Vishnu. 
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Page : 4  

GS:3 [Internal Security : Cyber Crime]  
Organised Crime 

 Definition: Organised crime varies from country to country but generally involves illegal activities such as 
property offenses, money laundering, drug trafficking, currency violations, intimidation, prostitution, 
gambling, and trafficking in arms and antiquities.   

o It can also involve participation in the legal economy through illegal competitive means like 
extortion, which can have a greater economic impact than entirely illegal activities. In both cases, 
criminal methods are used because organised criminal groups are made up of criminal elements. 

Various Initiatives Regarding Cyber Security 
1. National Cyber Security Policy 
2. Cyber Surakshit Bharat Initiative 
3. Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) 
4. Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and 

Malware Analysis Centre) 
5. Computer Emergency Response Team – India 

(CERT-In) 
6. Critical information infrastructure (CII) 
7. Defence Cyber Agency (DCyA) 

Note : Golden Triangle 
 The Golden Triangle typically refers to a 

region in Southeast Asia known for the 
production of illicit drugs, particularly Opium. 
It's an area where the borders of three 
countries meet: Myanmar (formerly Burma), 
Laos, and Thailand. 

 Originally, the term "Golden Triangle" 
referred to the opium-producing region 
covering parts of these three countries. 
However, it has evolved to denote a broader 
area associated with drug production, 
trafficking, and organized crime. 

 One more infamous region for illicit drugs is 
Golden Crescent or “Death crescent”, this 
crescent region includes Afghanistan and 
Iran – making it a natural transit point for 
drugs being smuggled out of Pakistan. 
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Page 9 

GS 2 : [  Indian Polity – Judiciary] 
  

Context 
Recent judicial decisions by the Supreme Court, including declaring electoral bonds unconstitutional and 

granting bail to prominent figures, have sparked debates about the Court’s independence and 

effectiveness amidst allegations of executive influence and online attacks on its legitimacy. 

 

Executive influence and online attacks on legitimacy of Supreme Court of India 

Implications: 
 

 Undermining Judicial 

Independence: Executive 

interference or perceived 

influence can erode the 

independence and impartiality of 

the judiciary, compromising its 

ability to deliver justice. 

 Public Distrust: Online attacks on 

the legitimacy of the Supreme 

Court can erode public trust in 

the institution, undermining its 

authority and effectiveness. 

 Threat to Rule of Law: Any 

erosion of the Supreme Court’s 

legitimacy poses a threat to the 

rule of law, weakening the 

foundation of India’s democratic 

framework. 

 Impact on Judicial Decision-

Making: Fear of online backlash 

or executive pressure may 

influence judicial decision-

making, compromising the court’s 

ability to uphold constitutional 

principles and protect 

fundamental rights. 
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 Stifling Dissent: Online attacks may deter judges from delivering unpopular judgments or 

dissenting opinions, stifling judicial independence and freedom of expression. 

 

Way Forward: 
 

 Preserve Judicial Independence: Safeguard the independence of the judiciary from executive 

influence or pressure, ensuring judges can uphold the rule of law without fear or favour. 

 Combat Online Misinformation: Implement measures to counter online attacks and 

misinformation campaigns targeting the legitimacy of the Supreme Court, including fact-checking 

initiatives and public awareness campaigns. 

 Enhance Transparency: Promote transparency in judicial appointments, proceedings, and 

judgments to foster public trust and accountability. 

 Strengthen Cybersecurity: Bolster cybersecurity measures to protect the Supreme Court and 

judicial officials from online threats and cyberattacks. 

 Promote Civic Education: Enhance civic education programs to educate the public about the role 

and importance of an independent judiciary in upholding democracy and protecting rights. 

 Professional Ethics: Uphold professional ethics and standards among legal professionals, judges, 

and government officials to maintain the integrity and credibility of the judiciary. 

 Engage in Dialogue: Foster constructive dialogue and engagement between the judiciary, 

executive, civil society, and the media to address concerns and strengthen public confidence in the 

Supreme Court. 

 Judicial Reform: Implement reforms to enhance the efficiency, accountability, and accessibility of 

the judicial system, addressing grievances and promoting justice for all.. 
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Page 9 
GS 2 : [Indian Polity & Governance] 

 

The article 

discusses a 

peculiar trend 

observed in the 

2024 Indian 

elections where 

the total number 

of voters declined 

in nearly one-third 

of all 

constituencies 

compared to the 

2019 elections. It 

questions the 

reliability of voter 

turnout 

percentages and 

calls for an 

explanation from 

the Election 

Commission. 

Background: 

In a growing 

country like India, 

it’s generally 

expected that 

parameters like GDP, population, and voter turnout would increase annually, barring exceptional circumstances like 

the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Analysis of Voter Turnout: 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 An analysis of 427 constituencies until Phase 5 of the 2024 elections revealed a decline in total voters in 115 

(27%) constituencies compared to 2019. 

Comparison across Elections: 

 The more meaningful measure for comparison is the change in the total number of voters across elections, 

rather than voter turnout percentages. 

 Until Phase 5 of the 2024 elections, there was a 4% increase in total voters compared to 2019, significantly 

lower than the 12% increase observed in the same constituencies between 2014 and 2019. 

Anomalies in Voter Trends: 

 It’s baffling that 115 constituencies experienced a decline in total voters, a phenomenon not observed in the 

2014 elections and seen in only 19 constituencies in 2019. 

Possible Explanations: 

 The decline in total voters could be attributed to a significant decrease in voter turnout rather than 

demographic factors like population decline or increased emigration. 

 The sudden drop in turnout raises questions about whether the reduced participation was voluntary or 

implicitly coerced. 

Questions Raised: 

 The article questions why constituencies that were won by the Opposition in 2019 or were expected to 

strengthen in 2024 witnessed reduced turnout. 

 It calls for demographic or other explanations to justify the sudden drop in turnout, especially in states 

considered ‘in play’ for the 2024 elections. 

Conclusion: 

 The decline in the absolute number of voters across nearly one-third of all constituencies in the 2024 

elections is unprecedented and warrants explanation from the Election Commission.. 
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Page 12 
GS 3 : [Indian Economy: Banking Sector & NBFCs; Growth & 

Development] 
 

How does RBI Generate Surplus? 

 RBI's Income: 

o Interest on holdings 

of domestic and 

foreign securities. 

o Fees and commissions 

from its services. 

o Profits from foreign 

exchange 

transactions. 

o Returns from 

subsidiaries and 

associates. 

 Expenditure of RBI: 
o Printing of currency 

notes. 

o Payment of interest 

on deposits and 

borrowings. 

o Salaries and pensions 

of staff. 

o Operational expenses of offices and branches. 

o Provisions for contingencies and depreciation. 

Surplus: 
 The difference between RBI's income and expenditure is Surplus. 

 

Why is it transferred to the government? 

 The central bank transfers its surplus to the government under the provisions of Section 47 of the 

Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 

 The Government of India is the sole owner of India's central bank, the RBI. 

 So the government can make a legitimate claim to this surplus. 
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 Also, by virtue of its role as the manager of the country’s currency, the RBI generates more surplus 

than the entire public sector put together. 

 So this surplus, in effect, belongs entirely to the country’s citizens. 

 Given this, the RBI pays the remaining surplus after setting aside what is needed to be retained as 

equity capital to maintain its creditworthiness. 

 

A technical Committee of the RBI Board headed by Y H Malegam (2013), which 

reviewed the adequacy of reserves and surplus distribution policy, recommended a 

higher transfer to the government. 

 

Page 14 
GS 3 : [International Relations: Regional Groupings ; Important 

International Institutions] 
 

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) 

 

 About BIMSTEC 
o BIMSTEC It is an economic bloc that came into being in June 1997 through the Bangkok 

Declaration. 

o BIMSTEC was initially formed with four member states- Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand 

on June 6, 1997. 
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o Nepal became an observer state in 1998 and became full-time member of the bloc along with 

Bhutan in February 2004. 

o Members - Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Nepal and Bhutan. 

o Permanent Secretariat - Dhaka, Bangladesh 

 Aim  

o Its aim is to counter the onslaught of globalisation by accelerating regional growth through 

mutual cooperation by utilising regional resources and geographical advantages. 

 Areas of cooperation 

o It is sector-driven cooperative organisation in which, initially, 6 sectors had been included: 

o Trade, Technology, Energy, Transport, Tourism and Fisheries 

o As of now, BIMSTEC has 14 priority areas of cooperation.  

o Climate change was added as the 14th priority area of cooperation in 2008. 

o Among these priority areas, a member country chooses which of the 14 priority areas it is willing 

to take lead. 

o India is lead country for Transport & Communication, Tourism, Environment & Disaster 

Management, Counter-Terrorism & Transnational Crime. 

 Importance of BIMSTEC 

o Around 22% of the world’s population live in the seven countries around the Bay of Bengal, with 

a combined GDP close to $2.7 trillion.  

o All seven countries have sustained average annual rates of growth between 3.4% and 7.5% from 

2012 to 2016.  

o A fourth of the world’s traded goods cross the bay every year. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

  

 

 

 

 

Context: Inflation is a critical indicator of an economy’s health, reflecting the changes in the 

general price level and the cost of living. 

 

GS Paper 03 :   Indian Economy : Growth and Development 

Practice Question: What do you understand by inflation targeting? Has the adoption 

of an inflation targeting regime served the interests of the Indian economy well? 

Critically examine.         (150 words/10m)                                                
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Measuring inflation 

 In India, the Consumer Price Index (CPI) is used to measure price inflation which is largely based on 

the Laspeyre’s price index and measures the economy’s cost of living. 

 The CPI basket comprises 299 items of which vegetables account for a weight of 6.04% in the total 

basket. 

 Within vegetables, the three vegetables — tomato, onion, and potato (TOP) — hold a weightage of 

2.2% in the overall CPI basket for an average Indian household. 

 The significance of TOP goes beyond its numerical representation. These three commodities have  

istorically played a pivotal role in influencing both food and beverages inflation as well as headline 

CPI figures. 

 One notable fact is that the TOP group constitutes 3.6% of the total consumption basket in urban 

areas while it constitutes 5% of the total consumption basket in rural India for the bottom 5% of the 

consumption classes, respectively, as per the CPI basket classification. 

 In FY2023-24, vegetable prices in India soared by about 15% (year-on-year). Vegetable prices have 

exhibited significant volatility, shifting dramatically from a fall of 0.7% in June to a substantial rise of 

37.4% in July. 

 During the same month, the contribution of vegetables to headline inflation was a high 31.9%, and 

of TOP was 17.2%. 

Price volatility  

 One of the striking features of TOP is its price volatility. 

 The coefficient of variation (CoV) of inflation is a key measure of volatility. 

 The inflation volatility of TOP has been measured using the coefficient of variation (CoV) for the 

period January 2015 to March 2024, yielding a value of 5.2. 

 It is significantly higher than the volatility of the vegetables sub-group the food group as well as the 

volatility of headline inflation. 

 This exercise reveals that TOP’s CoV surpasses not only the food and headline group but also the 

vegetables sub-group. 

 This heightened volatility underscores the sensitivity of these commodities to market forces, 

weather fluctuations, and supply chain dynamics. 

Aiding the farmer 

 The volatility and importance of TOP in shaping inflation trends highlight the need for effective 

policy interventions and a nuanced understanding of agricultural supply chains. 

 These are perishable crops and are subject to a number of biotic and abiotic stresses. 
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 As these crops do not have Minimum Support Price and are mostly sold to private traders by 

farmers, this volatility in prices also hurts farmers, the majority of whom are net buyers of these 

crops. 

 The possible solutions to reduce the volatility of inflation for these crops include an overhauling of 

agricultural value chains and improvement in the cold storage facilities, better prices for farmers to 

incentivise the production of the crops, and increased profitability in the cultivation that can be 

achieved by reducing the exorbitantly high input prices of fertilizers and pesticides used in the 

production of these crops. 

Conclusion 

The abrupt changes in lifting the export bans on onion ahead of the Maharashtra elections also show that 

we are still using short-term measures to deal with the price volatility in these crops as against measures 

that are demanded by the farmers. 

What is the Need for Monitoring Inflation in the Economy? 

 Price Stability: 

o Inflation erodes the value of money, which makes it harder for people to plan their finances 

and can lead to economic instability. 

o By monitoring inflation, policymakers can take steps to maintain price stability, which 

promotes economic growth and stability. 

 Consumer and Business Confidence: 

o When inflation is low and stable, it provides consumers and businesses with confidence in the 

economy, encouraging them to spend and invest. 

 Interest Rates: 

o Inflation affects interest rates, which in turn affects borrowing and lending decisions, 

investment decisions, and overall economic growth. 

o By monitoring inflation, policymakers can adjust interest rates to ensure that the economy is 

growing sustainably. 

 International Competitiveness: 

o High inflation rates can make a country’s exports more expensive, which can reduce its 

international competitiveness. 

o Monitoring inflation can help policymakers keep inflation in check, which can support a 

country’s economic competitiveness. 
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Mapping : Africa -Regional divisions  

The physiographic divisions of Africa are into the following six regions: 

1. Northern Africa  

2. Northeast Africa 

3. Eastern Africa 

4. Central Africa 

5. Southern Africa 

6. Western Africa 
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Northern Africa 

It extends from Algeria in the north, through, the Canary Islands, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Ceuta, Egypt, Libya, 

Madeira, Melilla, Morocco, Sudan, and Tunisia, It reaches up to Western Sahara. 

 

 

North-East Africa 

It is also called the horn of Africa which extends several hundred kilometers into the Arabian Sea and lies along the 

southern side of the Gulf of Aden. It contains countries such as Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia. 

Eastern Africa 

The extensive area stretches from the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa to Mozambique including Burundi, Comoros, 

Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mayotte, Mozambique, Réunion, Rwanda, Seychelles, South Sudan, 

Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Central Africa 
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It is a large landmass situated exactly in the middle of the continent covering Angola, Cameroon, Central African 

Republic, Chad, Republic of the Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, São Tomé, and 

Príncipe. 

Southern Africa 

It is the southernmost part of the continent and covers the countries such as Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South 

Africa, and Swaziland. 

 

Western Africa 

It is situated roughly at 100° E longitude covering countries like Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, 

Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Saint Helena, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo. 

 


