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Scripting a new chapter in
the maritime history of the
country, the first mother-
ship carrying cargo from
the Xiamen port in China
called at the Vizhinjam in-
ternational seaport, India’s
first deep-water container
transshipment port, on
Thursday morning.

The Marshall Island-
flagged container ship San
Fernando, owned by SFL
Corporation Ltd. and char-
tered by Maersk (AP Moller
Group), Denmark, is man-
aged and operated by
Bernhard Schulte Ship
Management, Singapore.

Adani Port pilots board-
ed the ship carrying 1,930

Mega visitor: San Fernando will leave for Colombo on Friday after
the official reception planned by the Kerala government.

containers around 7.45
a.m. when the ship
reached the passage lead-
ing to the berth. The ship
was then  navigated
through the buoyed chan-
nel to enter the tranquil
breakwater area inside the
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port. The ship turned
around before the tugs
pushed it to the berth and
moved the ship to the
wharf with mooring ropes.

Four tugs were pressed
in to bring the ship to the
berth. Three tugs were in-

volved in pushing the ship
forward and pulling the
aft, or vice versa, to turn
the ship to get the bow fac-
ing out and then aligned
the ship with the berth be-
fore the tugs finally pushed
the ship to berth. The
ship’s bow thruster and the
power from the main en-
gine were also used for the
berthing.

The vessel was set to be-
gin the work of offloading
1,930 containers by around
2p.m.

Water salute

The ship was also accorded
a water salute at the port.
The ship will leave for Co-
lombo on Friday after the
official reception planned
by the State government to

Carrying 1,930 containers, San Fernando becomes
first mothership to dock at Kerala’s Vizhinjam port

be attended by Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan, Union
Shipping Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal, and oth-
ers.

The work on the ¥7,700-
crore port project, one of
the major flagship infras-
tructure projects promot-
ed by the Kerala govern-
ment with the Adani Group
in the public-private part-
nership (PPP) mode, start-
ed on December 5, 2015.

However, the project,
which was scheduled to be
commissioned in 2019, got
delayed and missed several
deadlines due to various
reasons. The trial run of
the port will officially begin
on July 12, ahead of the re-
vised scheduled commis-
sioning in December 2024.
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Important International

India hosts BIMSTEC

Foreign Ministers amid
raging Myanmar crisis

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The seven-member Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and
Economic  Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) should find so-
lutions to the regional chal-
lenges within itself, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said on Thurs-
day, addressing the first
BIMSTEC Foreign Minis-
ters’ retreat held here.

The meeting assumes
significance as it is being
held against the backdrop
of major developments in
Myanmar, where the mili-
tary junta has been receiv-
ing Dbattlefield setbacks
against dozens of ethnic

armed organisations
(EAO).
“Global and regional de-

velopments also make it
imperative that we find
more solutions among our-
selves. There are long-
standing goals such as ca-
pacity-building and eco-
nomic cooperation that
have acquired a new ur-
gency. And not least, a
grouping that is so comple-
mentary and so congenial
in its membership should
surely harbour higher aspi-
rations,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

This is the first time
such an event was organ-
ised since the Charter of
BIMSTEC came into effect
on May 20, which marked
a landmark development

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with the Foreign Ministers of
other countries, in New Delhi on Thursday. ani

in the evolution of the
organisation.

The developments in
Myanmar pose a major is-
sue before the BIMSTEC as
instability there has put a
question mark on a num-
ber of developmental and
connectivity projects that
were aimed at firming up
ties among countries like
Nepal, Bhutan, India, Ban-
gladesh, Myanmar, and
Thailand.

A day before the begin-
ning of the meeting in Del-
hi, the military junta in
Naypyidaw lost control of
Naungcho, a major town
along a trade highway to
China in the northern Shan
State, to the Ta’ang Nation-
al Liberation Army.

Following his meeting
with Myanmar Deputy
Prime Minister and Fo-
reign Minister U. Than
Swe, Mr. Jaishankar said,
“Our discussions focused
on the connectivity pro-
jects, so crucial for the fu-
ture of BIMSTEC. Also ex-

changed views on border
stability and humanitarian
assistance.”

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry is yet to clarify if In-
dia will extend humanitar-
ian assistance to the
affected civilian popula-
tion inside Myanmar. Till
now, assistance has been li-
mited to the displaced
population and personnel
of the Myanmar military
who sought refuge in Mizo-
ram.

India has maintained a
cautious approach to the
crisis in Myanmar where
the EAOs have gained con-
trol over the trade routes
and territories that are
close to the international
borders. “Countering tran-
snational crimes including
cyber, narcotics and illegal
arms is a shared priority of
all three nations. We will
continue to cooperate in
that regard,” said Mr. Jaish-
ankar after meeting with
his Myanmarese and Thai
counterparts.
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Centre begins eflorts to
implement Labour Codes

Mandaviya starts meeting representatives of trade unions seeking their cooperation; passed by

both Houses, the Codes are not yet operational following the objections raised by the unions

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

Imost a month after
A the swearing-in of a
Narendra Modi go-

vernment for the third
term, the Union Labour
Ministry has started efforts
to implement the four La-
bour Codes, which were
passed in Parliament in its
second term in 2019 and
2020.

Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya and
Union Labour Secretary
Sumita Dawra have started
meeting representatives of
various trade unions seek-
ing their cooperation to
implement the controver-
sial legislation.

Though passed in both
Houses, the Codes are not
yet operational owing to
objections from trade un-
ions. The Centre has been
maintaining that some
States are yet to frame the
Rules for the Codes. Al-
most all the States have
framed the Rules, and the
Centre had said it is help-
ing those States which
could not draft the Rules to
complete the process.

—
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Strong opposition: Leaders of trade unions taking out a rally in

© AR

Visakhapatnam opposing the Labour Codes. FILE PHOTO

The Central trade un-
ions (CTUs) had opposed
the implementation of the
Codes citing that they will
curtail trade union rights
and social security mea-
sures for workers. Recent-
ly, the Citigroup had said in
its employment analysis re-
port on India that imple-
menting the four Labour
Codes could improve the
“ease of doing business”
scenario in the country.

Mr. Mandaviya met the
representatives of Sangh
Parivar-backed trade un-
ion Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS) earlier this

week, while Ms. Dawra
met a delegation of the
Self-Employed Women’s
Association (SEWA) on
Wednesday. The leaders of
both the trade unions told
The Hindu that the Minister
and the Secretary were
keen to implement the
four Labour Codes and
sought their help.

BMS general secretary
Ravindra Himte said in a
release that it had demand-
ed early implementation of
the Code on Wages and the
Code on Social Security.
He, however, said the In-
dustrial Relations Code

and Occupational Safety
and Health Code contain
many anti-worker provi-
sions which need to be
changed.

Manali Shah, national
secretary of SEWA, said
the issue came up in the
meeting and the Centre is
keen to implement it. She,
however, said SEWA is op-
posed to the four codes
and the purpose of visit
was mainly to raise the lack
of social security measures
for unorganised and mi-
grant workers.

“The current social se-
curity legislation fails to
adequately safeguard their
rights as State policies and
laws concerning social se-
curity offer no specific pro-
visions for migrant work-
ers. Both migrant workers
crossing State borders and
workers employed outside
India face similar depriva-
tion of protection under
social security laws and
schemes,” a memorandum
by SEWA said. Ten Central
unions, including SEWA,
had written to Mr. Manda-
viya urging him to meet the
trade unions on the issues
of workers.

H’&&I’q“ﬁ?ﬂ

1. AeTge! HfgdT, 2019
+ TSI fedl IR HiSal Sl & Udidd Bl o gad Aoigel M, 1948; Auigt YT
SR, 1936; SF™ YT SHfAATH, 1965; 3R THM uikefle Sififam, 19761
+ ZUHT 3£ Gt AR & T Aoiget SR S99 Y &1 fafafid &3, gmaw Jeigdt gRfd
BT 3R Horgdt 3R Yff & At Neurd &l Ao 8|

-

>ower To Pursue Your Dreams

| MPOWER IAS




EMPOWER IAS
:

I'he Pc e Your Dre

Daily News Analysis
+ %lsﬂég%agw GRT FYid T TR oS &1 S[GYURUN &I U Hxal ¢, fordas ATd ~gAdqH Holgel Tal
|
+ T8 ATH HoIg! DI (ITHd THIET DI S dal &, TR-3UIA & 4 &8 MGy &xdl 6, iR
Aolgel YR SR ISR g & o TAeHR a1 AU Rl g |
2. 3enfire "aY e, 2020
+ SRS Tay Afgar ¢ i HfAad, 1926; 3R Sienfie faare siffam, 19471
+ T8 100 ¥ 300 HHATRA! aTa UTISH! I Sf-ard R 1= & e = W1 &1 el gal |
+ T8 HIS BIL gSdldl & [od Xdl Pl Y@ifdhd Bl g, forads forg 60-f&7 &1 ey smawas® § iR
TG &1 HRIaTE! & SR gSdrdl UR AP g
+ %3o%ﬁ&®$$ﬁaﬁﬁarﬁmﬁaamﬁ,®?:ﬂm@?ﬂ$mwmﬁﬁqﬁﬁ&ﬁaﬁ
RIS
+ gmmﬁmmﬁmmmw%ﬁﬁ%mwﬁmﬁmwmﬁwm
|
3. IS JR&T W IS, 2020
+ TMANS RET TR HIS AHTOID JRET 3R B0 ¥ FaTdd A B DI Tbidpd DRl §, foras
gﬁa@wﬁwﬁﬁeﬁzﬁﬁamm&ﬁﬁﬁm,msz 3R HIHARY ITog ST SifAfTm, 1948 WA
|
+ T8 HHAIRA! Bl TRUTY o7 fIAR ol g o T 3R Wewid HHaRt, sfaRediy yarit 3R
95 $ AMAA & |
+ T DIS AWST HHP! & forw rafores YRam Ff 71 Tard Xl § 3R T AP FHToIh GR&m
SIS DI W HAT 5 |
+ IE UABGRI & [T IZCT 3@ B HH Bl § 3R dg WBR DI ATHRT SRt urd RRufedt &
SR UITw 3R STHSTS TNTEM | Saard R4 B A Sal 8|
1. TGRS &M, WA MR S fRufa @i, 2020
+ T8 fgar Wy, JRe&m 3R H fRufodt I F&fa 13 Hicel ! & Thigd Rl g, oY fb
HRET AT, 1948 3R W ST, 19521
+ TE YD D =T 3R foorelt & ITANT & SMYR W U HREH & R T GRHINT Har g 3R
ifter T & 3T WoRAT fRufaa ae fawaid giar |
+ T8 Wfear 36 °¢ & Hrifeay & A Fuila &=l 8, Fgfad v sifard &=t @ iR I & &
A aTcl Higarst & e gRem R Tgid AfEd Rl g
+ g AR Yari sl & forg aréfaferdt ey UeM &rar g SfiR I/ 4l U= HRdl § alfeH
HTIRE! & UM SR TR YTl &1 g2l Sl g |

PYQ UPSC Mains : (2015)

uy: ‘AP 39 33T FrdwpH ot Iwadar ‘pa sfEar ey sk Fifdert sv JuRY &t Iwadr w®
R st 81~ arfhe aof & 1Y == H¥1 (200 RMed/12.5m)

E | "MPOWER IAS




To Pursue Your Dreams

I'he Power

Daily News Analysis

Page : 09 GS 2 : Indian Polity — Federal structure
aaﬁ:%a;?%%ﬁﬁwahwwmﬁﬁﬁqﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ%m@&m B! fAwgerdr 3R UHTT W Jard
KRG

+ g A9 a0 3N & e & YR, S AR TR eI YHTE, AT Pt WAl W SHTg! & GHId
3R Tgferd &t fawr &t saxgedar R =i R g

Arun Kumar

former
professor of
economics at

Should States get special packages outside Finance Commission allocations?

| PARLEY |

n the run-up to the Union Budget, Nitish

Kumar and Chandrababu Naidu, the Chief

Ministers of Bihar and Andhra Pradesh,

respectively, who are in a position to
decide the political fate of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government at the
Centre, have demanded special financial

Arun Kumar: The last Finance Commission had
said that States should be given 41% of the
divisible tax pool. Within that 41%, what does
each State get? For that, there is a formula which
is based on income, population, the area, forests
and ecology, demographic performance, etc. If
we look at the 15th Finance Commission, Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar in 2020-21 got the largest
amount of funds and Karnataka and Kerala saw
the largest decrease in the share of funds. So, in
other words, the criteria that the Finance
Commission use can change the amount of
funds going to different States.

Apart from the Finance Commission
devolution, which is statutory, how the
remaining amount is spent is determined by the
Centre, and that is where political determination
comes in; States which are closer to the Centre
get more funds. Andhra Pradesh and Bihar are
part of the NDA and their support is critical to
the government. So, I suppose they will be able
to draw more funds.

Pinaki Chakraborty: As far as transfers by the
Finance Commission are concerned, the scope
for discretion is very limited. Other Central
transfers are also determined by certain
principles of distribution across States. We can
debate those schemes, their designs, etc., but
those are certainly not arbitrary. So, that is the
overall framework of transfer.

‘When there is a specific demand by a specific
State for higher transfer of resources for a
specific purpose, constitutionally there is no bar
on giving more money to that State. But
generally, it is not done on a large scale because
if that becomes the order of the day, fiscal

Central support requires a careful analysis. But
Bihar’s case is different. Bihar’s per capita
development spending is less than 60% of the
all-States average. So, Bihar has a serious fiscal
capacity problem. This has not been fully offset
by Finance Commission transfers or additional
Central transfers.

‘What is the relationship between additional
Central aid and the economic performance
of States? Does the allocation of more funds
to a certain State boost its long-term
economic performance?

AK: There are several factors. The public and
private sector together determine the
development of a State. But with all other things
remaining the same, higher allocations from the
Centre to a State would boost the growth of that
State. The major problem is the issue of
governance — how well is the State governed and
how well are the resources that are received by
the State spent on development. Poorer States
tend to have a greater amount of leakage of
funds. But more importantly, the credit-deposit
ratio of Bihar is much lower than the all-India
average. This means that a large part of Bihar’s
savings is leaking out of the State to other States.
So, even if you allocate more funds from the
Centre, the leakage may be greater than the
additional resources they get.

PC: If we look at revenue sharing, the part
which is not within the purview of the Finance
Commission has increased and that is also why
we see an increase in centrally sponsored
schemes. So, there is a larger political economy

ee

‘When there is a specific demand by a specific
State for higher transfer of resources for a
specific purpose, constitutionally there is no
bar on giving more money to that State. But

, itis not done on a large scale

hat becomes the order of the day,

regional development.

By taking away from States the power to tax
their citizens, has GST (Goods and Services
Tax) exacerbated competition among States
to get more funds from the Centre? We also
see that there is no longer tax competition
between the States after the centralisation of
taxation under GST. Is that good or bad?

PC: Because of this race to the bottom among
States after liberalisation, States themselves
decided to introduce a floor rate for sales tax in
2000-01. GST has resulted in significant loss of
fiscal autonomy for the States because the States
used to get two-thirds of their revenue from VAT
(Value Added Tax). States also cannot set the tax
rate, which is a key component of fiscal
autonomy. So, there needs to be some flexibility
somewhere within the GST structure so that the
States don’t feel that they are not able to tax to
provide public services. We should discuss what
kind of GST flexibility can bring an element of
fiscal autonomy without compromising on the
fiscal harmonisation across States.

AK: GST has damaged federalism because States
are very diverse. The problems of Assam are not
the same as those of Gujarat. The States have
different sources of revenue and expenditure
requirements. What we require in India, a very
diverse country, is greater decentralisation and
it is the only answer to the problems we face.
Across the country, greater centralisation that
has come in with GST is perhaps not good. What
has happened with GST is that it has benefited
the organised sector at the expense of the

unorganised sector. Even though the
unorganised sector has been kept out of GST,
the organised sector is the one that has been
rising and that is why you see that GST
collections have been rising post-pandemic. This
decline in the unorganised sector, which is
concentrated in the backward States, means that
backward States will under-perform. So, GST
needs reform. I recommend that the tax be
collected at the last point instead of at each

Jawaharlal packages for their respective States. These fiscal prudence becomes a casualty. intermediate stage, which creates a lot of

Nehru packages could potentially increase the fiscal PINAKI CHAKRABORTY complications. There is a lot of corruption

University, burden on the Centre and also on other States. associated with input credit, there are fake

New Delhi Should States get special packages outside companies, etc. Trucks are stopped by the
Finance Commission allocations? Arun Kumar question which needs to be discussed. When we |  police and implementing agencies and money is
and Pinaki Chakraborty discuss the question in a talk about resource flow to the richer regions of extorted. So, the black economy continues to
conversation moderated by Prashanth the country, it is much, much higher than the flourish. We need to collect a lot more from
Perumal J. Edited excerpts: Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu and his Ministers meet resource flow to the poorer regions of the direct taxes and reduce collections from indirect

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in New Delhi. ANl country. This cannot be explained by taxes, which are having a negative effect on the
- ‘What is the basis on which the Finance governance differences alone. If there is a backward States as compared to the advanced

Pinaki Commission determines how much money is problem of resources, where a State is spending ones.

Chakraborty  allocated to different States? Do you think prudence becomes a casualty. So, the possibility | only 50% of the all-States average as public

fellow at the there is a case for States .such as Bihar and of large-scale discretionary n"ansfers is limited. e)'(penditurg, this can’t just be explgined by ‘We see that States with political weight

National Andhra Pradesh to receive funds beyond Andhra Pradesh had a major fiscal shock after | differences in governance and quality of usually get more funds from the Centre at the

Institute of what is being allocated to them through the bifurcation and that was partly offset when the expenditure. We need to channelise more cost of other States. So, how fair and

Public Finance Finance Commission? Finance Commission provided revenue deficit resources for higher capital investment in the objective is Central aid to states? Is there any

and Policy grants. Why Andhra Pradesh still requires poorer regions of the country for balanced ‘way to stop politics from influencing how

Central funds are allocated to the States?

AK: Seventy per cent of the funds that the
Centre spends is non-discretionary. But the
remaining 30% are discretionary. The allocation
of funds by the Centre to the States depends on
politics or political considerations. Greater
decentralisation and greater autonomy to the
States is the only way to change that.

PC: The real problem of discretion is that if the
Centre decides to introduce a new scheme and
says that 60% of it will be funded by the Centre
and 40% will be funded by the States, it is
actually tying up State resources. So, we need
deliberations at the national level involving all
the stakeholders to understand which schemes
the Centre should intervene in, and which it
should leave to the States. The 14th Finance
Commission had given an important framework
for this, recommending that the Centre should
intervene in schemes where there are large
externalities or national priorities involved. But
if the Centre wants to run a primary health
centre in a remote village, that is not going to
help. So, I think this discussion about political
alignment is only of marginal importance. What
is really discretionary is the Centre’s complete
autonomy in deciding which sector and where
to spend.
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orld Population Day (July 11) has
w passed. As we grapple with the

multifaceted challenges of global
population dynamics, it is crucial to turn the
spotlight on a subject often overshadowed in
discussions on reproductive health: male
infertility. Male infertility remains a stigmatised
issue, shrouded in silence and with
misconceptions. This neglect exacerbates the
emotional and psychological toll on those who
are affected and impedes progress towards
effective solutions.

In 2004, the World Health Organization (WHO)
estimated that globally, between 60 million to 80
million couples struggle with infertility. However,
the exact prevalence of infertility in India remains
unspecified according to the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) National Guidelines for
Accreditation, Supervision and Regulation of
Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) Clinics
(2005). Extrapolating from WHO’s data, it is
suggested that approximately 13 million to 19
million Indian couples may face infertility issues.
This incidence is only set to increase, shaped by
factors such as environmental pollution and
adverse lifestyle shifts. Male infertility accounts
for 50% of all infertility cases in the country.
Thus, it is important to shed light on male
infertility, understand its causes, and identify
solutions to aid the millions of affected couples.

Understanding the subject

Male infertility is not a standard experience. Its
causes, and therefore its forms, vary. Infertility in
men can manifest as an absence of sperm, low
sperm count, low sperm motility, or both. The
form of infertility can depend on various factors
that include stress, hormonal imbalance, genetic,
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It is time to
recognise and
address the
subject of male
reproductive
health issues
in India

anatomical and epigenetic factors, or even
—————

Breaking the taboo around men’s reproductive healt

exposure to certain infections. External factors
such as environmental pollution and an
indiscriminate use of pesticides on crops,
plastics, and plasticisers can also affect fertility
and influence the epigenetic makeup. Lifestyle
factors such as diets, sleep patterns, work
schedules, and consumption of alcohol and
tobacco also play a major role. Adding to these
factors is a growing preference for late marriages
among youth, creating challenges due to
declining sperm quality with age.

While the challenges listed above may appear
daunting, male reproductive health can be
safeguarded through various lifestyle
interventions. First and foremost, it is imperative
to be aware of reproductive and sexual health
and the factors that influence it, particularly
during the formative period from secondary
school to junior college. Here, parents,
particularly fathers, play a critical role and must
educate their sons on the issue. At an individual
level, young men should proactively adopt good
lifestyle practices, ensuring healthy eating,
regular sleep patterns, and eliminating the
consumption of alcohol, tobacco, and other
intoxicants. While mobile phones and laptops
have become occupational hazards in most fields,
their excessive usage, in proximity to the body,
should be avoided. Stress is a major deterrent to
reproductive health, and regular exercise, yoga,
and meditation can go a long way in reducing its
adverse effects on well-being. Couples together
must also adopt such healthy lifestyle practices to
safeguard their reproductive health and enhance
their well-being.

Treatment options
While lifestyle interventions play a critical
preventative role, it is also important to discuss

treatments available for those grappling with
infertility. Treatment options are varied, and their
efficacy depends on the cause and the form of
infertility. It is important to seek help from a
medical professional to identify and treat the
issue. The medical professional will guide the
person to undergo a routine semen analysis,
conducted after a two to seven day period of
sexual abstinence (WHO recommended). If the
issue is physical or anatomical such as blocked
sperm flow, undescended testicles, or an
abnormal urethral opening, these can be fixed
with surgery. If the issue is an absence of sperm,
then treatments such as intra cytoplasmic sperm
injection (ICSI) should be undertaken.
Alternatively, couples facing this issue can also
opt for donor sperm insemination or adoption. In
cases where the sperm count is very low, there is
a chance for the couple to conceive naturally if
sperm motility is very good. However, if both
sperm count and motility are low, intrauterine
insemination (TUI), in vitro fertilisation (IVF), or
ICSI are advocated. In cases of male infertility due
to gene mutation/s, genetic counselling is of
utmost importance before seeking the support of
assisted reproductive technologies such as IVF
and ICSL

With millions of couples in India facing
infertility issues, there is an urgent need for open
and informed discussions on reproductive health.
It is time to recognise and address the significant
issue of male reproductive health. Awareness
building, sex education, and timely medical
interventions are key to supporting couples on
their journey to parenthood. By breaking the
taboo surrounding male infertility and fostering a
more informed and supportive environment, we
can help many couples realise their dream of
having children.
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