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1Y g YRd & S¢d i YT 3R 3o Agw &l TR favar man|

o ATYR JHSNT (FTA) T 872

India committed to FTA
with the UK., says Modi

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy refers to ‘unique living bridge’ between the two countries,
and says they are working together on climate action and creating opportunities for businesses

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia is committed to
l concluding a Free

Trade Agreement with
the United Kingdom, said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday, after
meeting the visiting Secre-
tary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Deve-
lopment Affairs David
Lammy — the highest rank-
ing official from the United
Kingdom to visit India
since the Labour govern-
ment won a landslide vic-
tory in the recent election.

“[1] appreciate the prior-
ity accorded by PM Keir
Starmer to broaden and
deepen the Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership.
Remain committed to ele-
vating the ties. Welcome
the bilateral Technology
Security Initiative and the
desire to conclude a mu-
tually beneficial FTA,” Mr.
Modi said.

Mr. Lammy was hosted
by External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar for a round of
talks where the two sides
exchanged ideas on a wide
range of issues. Mr. Jaish-
ankar said the two sides
should cooperate on “glo-
bal matters on global plat-

)

Strengthening ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a meeting with U.K. Foreign Secretary David
Lammy, in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI/@NARENDRAMODI/X

forms”, indicating that In-
dia is seeking collaboration
with the UK. to deal with
globally relevant issues like
climate action.

“We are both countries
which have a big global
presence in different ways.
So I think it’s also impor-
tant India and the UK.
work together on global is-
sues and in global plat-
forms,” said Mr. Jaishankar.

After meeting Mr. Modi,
Mr. Lammy referred to the

“unique living bridge” that
connects India with the
United Kingdom and said
the two sides are building
on “climate action while
creating opportunities for
British and Indian busi-
nesses”. India and the U.K.
have been discussing the
FTA for several years now
and have been caught up
in a protracted
negotiation.

“I am travelling to India
in my first month as Fo-

reign Secretary because re-
setting our relationship
with the Global South is a
key part of how this go-
vernment will reconnect
Britain for our security and
prosperity at home,” Mr.
Lammy had said in a state-
ment ahead of his depar-
ture, calling India the
“emerging superpower of
the 2ist century”, one of
the fastest growing econo-
mies, with the world’s lar-
gest population.
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+ FTA SOTUR &I 9¢H & 3589 U AT STddid & HIEH I AR ST Bl HH B a1 A IR &b
fore 3=t a1 &g il & offl T wHeidl & |

+ 3TH AG, YA, 3w, Sifge Juer, ufawy], TWeR! Tiie 3R 37 &7 i g

+ T AR $i J§ HIYRUN ATIR IREUMEE T AH ermadie & [JuRid g

+ FTA &I TRoig! TR JHSNA, SATUD 3N TgdINT THSII (CECA) 3R TU® 3M1ffe YRR T
(CEPA) & U & aiffepd fohaT o Tahe 5|
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YRA-d FTA FT JUTfAd Tg:
+ Tg@: e famm: FTA feuella aamuR & Serar § T&dl g, YR 3R g Haumdl & foe ¢ JeiR
T Fobd 5, Forg ST 22 7 enfifer faehry 1 serar faram|
+ b YoT: ATUR & §¢ §U SaHRI Y fafaivr, Yaraii 3R Wenfiies) oid &1 # ASR Foi 81 Febdl &
+ 3% are: Faxre! &1 Sgd1 fayr 3R $F AR STeTd G o1l & siid e Teaef faa=t Ha=r (Foi)
&I TiTed HR Fabve 6|

YRA-&b FTA T JUIad AEQ:

+ HEd: M fawm: FTA fguelta SR &1 agrar < T 7, R YR iR g a9l & g e
ISR G Ahd &, oY gl o= § 31 fasw &1 dgrar i

4 ASTR Goi: ATIR & SgcR AR J fafmaior, Jar 3R Mt S &5 & SR o 81 Tl gl

+ 99 yare: MA@l &1 sear fay iR samuR arerslf & &4t ¥ QA < & o9 3iftie uer faesh
A% (EwElens) & dgrar fid IHar gl

+ SNR Ugd: YR Fafde g& & SoR 0@ ifE Ugd U &R Uahd &, Sidid gob &1 huHal HRdd
SR T 3R ST F Ta% o qahal 3|

+ Fam® TeanT. et ok fafgwl &1 Yo IR Ufdharsii &1 WRd 991 Jobdl §, AR HH B
Dl § SR G/l 9g1 Tl 5|

+ OIS HAfeRT: onfdfe deel & Ao &1 9 YIoride day ot 9 Fod &, o Siadrg
ORT TR R&T Y afd Tel IR e TeanT ol Iobdl |

+ %m?wuzﬁﬁ$wmwmﬁmmaﬁaﬁaﬁvﬁm&ﬁaﬁ&mmwm&nﬁa@r

|

gt
+ Wﬁum? Aade: YR 3R g & ord e A iR fafgw R aral 3R sr-ags & Sified o]
|
+ R% T TagT=ia aegsli ok Jarell R URWRS 0 J WH RE ekt R radid Bl
AU} B bl 5|
+ ﬁ?-%&gﬁmwﬁ:@quﬁo‘m&ﬁsﬁv&mﬁa@@ﬁv-ﬁmmwﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂamma
bl g
+ ISP HUal MBR (SMFUTSMR): G ST & IEANT DI WP PR & T SMEUTSR JRET P WRad

H3AT fAdTeRue B ghdl g

+ 9T 3R AR AF: Y7 BT SR TiaRur fafomt & Hane) & gerem fdare &1 fawd gt g g
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+ B &7 TOR Veld THA RS PV Rl BT &l BT A1 S & o T Tae=ier geT &) Tehdl g

+ SITH: SFIErl SR i i igd el fRduRe] § IHeH UIed 1 gHIdguf 81 Jehdl |

+ a1 &F D! TS URR] B MaTSITe! 3R T &7 & fafae o TS &1 Sifed 8l Yo 8l

+ oD SRIGT: et TRBRI 3R UrAIFwdIst & arg JoHifde Ufdeedl ol SH1T G diddid
D1 UfhaT I UHIfId B Ihal |

uy: fRgferfad sy W faar &3

1. YRd 9 WTO & AR Jfaem THgnd (TFA) B g &1
2. TFA, WTO & 2013 & STcil HRRaRIT Ul T Ueh 33T §
3. TFA SFaR! 2016 H AR g3

SR feT T Sy & F B 1/ T8l /87

a) pad 1 3R 2

b) ad 1 3R 3

¢) Pad 2 3R 3

d) 1,2 3R 3
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AR dHIAd P SIdulG, JUATHR JUR 3R fIdR & [ YRA & I 37 81 T g | Hid™ & gud RRaR

Frie ¥ Ugd R 98 W81 ©, YR 3R Sft-4 YiiieR Rirf el & 1w gera s % B
+ ORI S SIRT 5, Ao vt wifa oiaft ot wmardt &+ g% &, ST HicieT 9guelia yone & ary afyd
3RS I Wifhd Fell B

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Despite consistent efforts
by India and other coun-
tries, the move for United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC) reform and expan-
sion has made “no pro-
gress” so far, conceded two
former Indian Ambassa-
dors to the United Nations,
stressing that India must,
however, continue to push
its demand for inclusion in
the top global decision-
making body.

The lack of progress has
been the subject of consid-
erable frustration ahead of
this year’s Summit of the
Future at the UN (Septem-
ber 22-23) that is expected
to bring in more than 150
world leaders to discuss
plans to “reboot” the UN,
with India and its partners

in the G-4 (Brazil, Germany
_

and Japan), all of whom
claim a permanent seat at
the UNSC, lashing out in re-
cent statements about the
proposed “Pact of the Fu-
ture” that will be released.

“The short answer to
whether there is progress
in concrete terms, is no,”
said India’s former Perma-
nent Representative to the
UN Ruchira Khamboj
(2022-2024), who retired at
the end of June, at a semi-
nar organised at the India
International Centre (IIC)

No progress on UN Security Council
expansion, say former Ambassadors

Since 2023,
there has

only been movement

in making the
Inter-Governmental
Negotiations process on
UN reforms transparent

RUCHIRA KHAMBO]
Former Indian Ambassador to UN

in Delhi. She added that
since 2023, there has only
been movement in making
the Inter-Governmental
Negotiations (IGN) process
on UN reforms more tran-
sparent.

“You now have a live
broadcast of the Inter-Go-
vernmental Negotiations.
This wasn’t the case until
last year, and there’s also a
digital repository where
you can put your propo-
sals, and India’s proposals
are very much there on ex-

pansion and reforms on
their website, but in terms
of real progress, let’s be ve-
ry honest... the answer is
no,” Ms. Khamboj said.

Last week, India’s Act-
ing Permanent Representa-
tive R. Ravindra delivered a
sharp address during an
open debate at the UNSC,
blaming the failure of the
multilateral system on the
“1945-vintage binary out-
look reflected clearly in the
composition of the Securi-
ty Council”, referring to
the fact that the five per-
manent members of the
Security Council, or P5, are
still those who are consi-
dered “victors” of the Se-
cond World War.

“Disillusionment  with
the existing multilateral
system has led member
states to consider various
alternatives,” Mr. Ravindra
said.
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o R®R vt & STav[e, Tgad AP TR URYG (GUATHR) & JUR R IR | Byl 761 g8
gl

o YR 3R 3 ¢, faRy =7 T Sit-4 (sToita, STHHAT, STam), RRh et & fie o 991 SIR) 394 &,
Qe YR Ufehar § 3ex1d &1 A1 dR 38 ¢ |

+ Jd HRI TSR] & §1;
o A H YR &1 gd Rl ufafAfd (2022-2024) SFRT TEieT 7 YUR YA # 383710 B SR [T |
o WEh HR-TBR ardf (IGN) Ui oY 3ifie TRl s @1 faxn & Her o1 7 &, S 3 arga
TIRT 3R Tl & oy feforea fuiforest, gueast fowdR R arafas wifd sufyd ]|

+ HIgHT 3R fadeu:
o Tl Sguelia yumelt § Mg & HRU G <X At fadwedl ot aamr &R @ §, S A
JUATHRT TREAT 1 gHTaRITed IR HaTd 30138 B

Y Y YR&MT URvE:

+ T3 3R IeRY: Ugad Y Y& URYG GUATHE) Tgad Y & B8 YW i1 ¥ ¥ TP o, forda!
RITOAT 1945 T SRIPA RMif 3R JR&T IAIE I & fo g AR & dgd Bi 715 Al

+ JoIdT 399 15 Jo &, Forgw die) uraR aret 5 Rt g (ds) Wi § - I, B, T, TAscs
fhiTen SR Tgad I MR - 3R 10 Faffad R-=rfht gewr § R HerHT gRI &) 91t &
BB & fod AT ST B |

+ forAeRt guave wifa & g @Rl & Y&t A, ufadel & a1 3R §d & IUTNT Bl
P TR & fo STHeR g1 g8 Mifd fE R R T&dl &, UfdsY O JbdT § a1 9
HRATS DI 3MAHd HR Johdl g

4 IO T URaTal B 15 ERA & 1 dict B STaadhdl gidl &, ford Uls & waaeta Hf =i g1
R et & g diet UTeR g, o I8 9 Pi o URaral Y savg R Ihdl B

+ dod 3R RUIfET: guaveht fafid ¥u ¥ firecd 8 ok suraewrel= T3 & o gars S gt |
g 30t fafafiat o e HerHT Bl KUl exar g

ey
+ JHAGICH Tvel ¥ e iR IWR FHifadl & g o U Tgad Y U Heeayul Hd &
¥Y § S Rl | Taf YUR PI MMALIHdl WP g, A IR, AT JeadT 3R e TaeH
T Tgad Y B RO et s0d R Aga & gl ]
+ OED 3 THeN Sfed dfyd Hgl 9 S 6T &, Ugad Y JFadl I 9gasl & 18 geanT,
TG 3R (e HIRATs P! FeTdl & H e U 3Maadh YT & U H Tl 5
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WY "gad WY 91 Jfifa & deu #, fufafed sy w faar o

1. I% TG Y YR URYG GRI T3d Th AR B 3R THPI ¢8R H HIH Pl 5

2. I8 IRWRFTd 7Y § &R 1 A, 57 iR Ryder & fiyerdh g1

3. I8 3fgHIe & forg HgrayT &1 RO TRgd - 9 Ugd 9t e 1§ Je! &1 ARG &1 3fdha ol g
SR AT MU B H A 17 A1/ L 2/27

a) $ad 3

b) 13k 3

c) 23R 3

d) 13k 2

3TX: (a)
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INBRIEF

DRDO tests Phase-II ballistic
missile defence system

The DRDO on Wednesday successfully
flight-tested the Phase-II Ballistic Missile Defence
(BMD) system demonstrating the indigenous
capability to defend against ballistic missiles of
5,000-km class. Phase 1 of the BMD, which can
intercept ballistic missiles with a range of 2,000
km, has already been deployed. The maiden test
of the Phase-II BMD was carried out in November
2022. “The Target Missile was launched from
LC-IV Dhamra at 1620 hrs mimicking adversary
ballistic missile, which was detected by weapon
system radars deployed on land and sea and
activated the Air Defence (AD) interceptor
system,” DRDO said in a statement.

+ &0 9 5,000 fhaiHiex dob &1 IS aTel! sfaled gl & A o1 &HdT BT U= fhar|

+ TRU-| BMD, STt 2,000 fPaiHier d& ot 31 arelt fFramsal ol JAbdl 8, Ugd 9 8 o-1d g

+ TRUI-1l BMD 1 UG URI&fUT FdeR 2022 H fosar ar |

+ T P IR, T A& FoRIgd & LC-IV UTHRT F 1620 &9 dl=<g fobar T d1fe U faRieht sfafes
RIS d BT 3Rl fhar o Aab |
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+ Y 3R TE R AR JOTel ISR A A&7 918 d &1 Il |
+ & DI YU B b oIl I &M SSRYPR YuTTelt ol Jfeha fobar |

Jfefes g
+ Tg U Adpe-Tiard W-FERIT WFifae-SREaR e 8 St 3= yauur ®yd ¥ e gd e [
eI d UdilS Ugd & folt Ueh IRaAed HeUdsh &1 3aRul Hcl g
+ gﬁ@a:msawm- 3 faxhied! & AIY-T1Y IS, Sfdd a1 TRHTY] gRER Ht & ST Jdbdt
|
yRd ¥ dfafees g e vomeht
+ SflRes g em ot (BMD) T fRarsd & vunelt & St Sfafes fisd gaal & Raemw ard &
U A o Hdl gl
+ YRd &1 BMD [N 1999 T HRATA g & 16 L= g3l
+ YD TIPS 3= Ulfdhed™ | JUTFAd TRHTY] g0 o RIATh YR &1 &l i agHT AT
+ HRd U SRfd® '3MRA S sfcfies fBarsd & (BMD) aHTd &1 =1gdl &, Sorad 8 e 8k
3 &AT8 gl a8 &I 3P g i g
+ YRd BT BMD H ¥ ¥ DRDO gRT BEL, T HISHIAd, L&T 3fe St & Irdoii—er 3R fsi wHf o
Teg O fawfyd forar mar 1
+ YR DI dfciRed RS 3 K-4 (SLBM), UER, 4V, gt 3R B!
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wy: fFafeted 3= w AR o3

1. Sfcfes firmed st Ot @e & SR JeNiF® Tfd ¥ Sie-UueE gidl 8, Said ool [Hagd ass &
BT TR0 H &Y Ahe-Tarard il g |

2. m\%/wnmqaﬁwmwmm%,mmwméwmm@mw
ERIEGE

SWR 3T U wol § § HH I1/8 et 2/8?
a) Had 1

b) Fad 2

c) 1 3R 2 &t

d)Td13iRAg2

3R: d)
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dORI B, Hios # 3mard ot AT B

+ A 99 & $S didl B ToRTd & T3l H TP U IR Hg T Woll S Jabal ©, S Toide Iial & ST

Grasslands in Kutch likely

to host cheetahs from Africa

While the Gandhi Sagar sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh is the preferred location for the next lot of

imports, Banni in Gujarat is also getting readied to house some of the big cats to land in India

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ome of the next
s batch of cheetahs

being brought in
from Africa, as part of the
next phase of Project Chee-
tah, may be sent to a chee-
tah-breeding and conser-
vation centre being built in
the sprawling grasslands of
Banni in the Rann of Kutch
in Gujarat, senior officials
in the Environment Minis-
try told The Hindu.

While the Gandhi Sagar
sanctuary in Madhya Pra-
desh is the preferred loca-
tion for the next lot of wild
cats, with Banni being con-
sidered a potential habitat
for over a decade, officials
say there is a surge in activ-
ity to set up basic infras-
tructure in Banni and get it
ready this year.

“The next [lot of] ani-
mals will go to Gandhi Sa-
gar. However, the Gujarat
government is setting up
suitable enclosures in Ban-
ni where cheetahs can be
bred. If all goes to plan,
there is no reason (the site)
cannot be readied in the
next six months and some
animals sent there,” an offi-
cial told The Hindu.

Banni is a vast grassland

==

Banni is a vast grassland in the southern part of Kutch and extends to nearly 3,500 sq.km. VIJAY SONEJI

ly 3,500 square kilo-
metres. While that is plen-
ty of space, more than that
available in Kuno and
Gandhi Sagar, there is
barely enough prey to sus-
tain a viable population.
Antelope species such
as chinkara and blackbuck
— the prey for the cheetah
— are present in the Banni
landscape but not enough
for the big cat. “It will take
years for enough prey, and
practically this means chi-
tal — the main prey for the
cheetahs in India — needs
to be brought into these
grasslands. There isn’t an
official plan yet but it is a
site that is under consider-
ation,” the official added.
While the Madhya Pra-

cheetahs at Kuno in Mad-
hya Pradesh, an expert
steering committee gives
scientific input on manag-
ing the programme. This
includes recommending
future sites for introducing
fresh batches of cheetahs
at regular intervals.

Of the 20 adult cheetahs
brought to Kuno since Sep-
tember 2022, 13 survive.
Additionally there are 13
cubs, making it 26 animals
overall. However, the max-
imum capacity (in terms of
available prey) of the Kuno
reserve is for 21 adult ani-
mals.

The government’s esti-
mate is that India will need
to import anywhere bet-
ween 10 and 12 adult chee-

tainable breeding popula-
tion. “One attractive aspect
of Banni is that there are
no leopards. So with
enough prey, we can over-
time sustain a larger popu-
lation. But this is a long-
term plan,” an official said.

In October, all of the
cheetahs in Kuno are ex-
pected to be released into
the wild. Currently, most
of them are in the bomas,
or large enclosures that are
a kilometre wide and long.
These animals  were
brought in after infections
and acclimatisation pro-
blems led to fatalities. Fol-
lowing the release of all the
animals into the wild,
preparations for the next
batch are expected to be-

in the southern part of desh Forest Departmentis tahsevery year for thenext gin — again from South
Kutch and extends to near-  tasked with managing the five years to groom a sus-  Africa and Namibia. i
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+ T U § e YR goAr & dl & 3T 9o P N v e - g

+ TORId WBHR HTIRISH FAATE! Gral RAUT TR T4 Bl R B & U HH IR @1 8, o e
gfe TYT 81 ol &8 Ao & HIdR 349 R a1 8|

& TATHT 3,500 7 fhariiex ® ol 53t & gaftd SiTg §, dfde did! &t saagrd Siard! &1 wHdq & &
feTe ot RIsR 1 Bl 5| _

+ PRI 3R <pde S g yefaal Ao € Afe wi Sen & 78 8t Rrft ReR MuR
AT R & 1T didd ! O H=A DI SaRISHdl 8l Fobalt 6|

+ H1 8, RdaR 2022 ¥ 20 Fd A€ MY, 5T F 13 Sifad € SR 13 Ma® Ul T &, Ha TR 26
SITER & | RoTd 3t &HdT 21 TD! D1 ¢

I'he Power To P

uy: fAafafed w faar &3:
1. BT T ITel IRY
2.3l

3. IS4 aralt s

4. fgg dga

SWad # ¥ HH-Y YR H U fae 70 I UTT S71d §7
a) had 1,2 3R 3

b) Pad 1,3 3R 4

¢) Had 2 3R 4

d) 1,2, 3 3R 4

31X: b)
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Term In News : Angel Tax
BT 1 § S fod Tt 3 Te § el aoie 2024-25 U FHRd gU FHave! & gt a7l & forg woid ST’ ) T &
T UXdTd 3|

+ T8 R-YHieg HUFal gRT WR TR FRPb JeTs T3 Yoll TR TR S a AT, AR ST 6T M8 2R} &t Sid
HU P I TR Ted § 3fd <t St 2|
+ ST Ie @ 31 B0 W Sers 78 tfafkerd 4RI Y 31 T ST €, R TR R I S |
+ B! AT SAHR AFTH, 1961 BT URT 56(2) (viib) T §5 5
+ TR foep! & T Y HTel 4 B GC D Ab & foIT 38 Ugelt IR 2012 F U=y fobam 1 1|
+ Jg 3fd IR I ¥ 3% G A= TR 30.9% DI & I T ST T
+ 2019 T RHR A $S3 Il B! R HRA W WICI P fo1T Uold T I Fe &1 aron &t 3 &:
o %maﬁs@naﬁv&mwﬁaﬁﬁm(munmmwﬁwé&wﬁwmsﬁ:ﬁ
|
o WIEAHT B bl AR Yoit 3R IR Wiftaw Ft Fa AR 225 FRIe F S T8 81 Toball| 39 AR A
el YRG! (NRI), 3R Sfted AT 3R Ry Sufar | gers 72 iR i T8 2
o Uoid Fawret & for, I ok You & 3ifire e &t IR WR 100% HR e 1 araT foedr S Yehel |
o Wmﬁ,ﬁ%%wﬁ@ﬁsﬁmﬁﬁezmﬁwmm%zsmﬁmﬁma:ﬁ
|
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UY: HRd PR & N Hifa vd Jad= fum & a1y ueiied wi-3u &1 xaf & J1Y "Teid e "

F YA A ge TS 1 U8 B Y  WafE &

a) AR TR} TR 5 YAIaG TIe-3U HUMHTT gRT SCTs 15 Yol R ¢F B, Sgi R DI HIHd 9d 7T AR &

3o SR Yo ¥ 31f¥ed 37 oI g |

%)) I8 PR Sl WE-370 B B BIdl § le 36 I THadl ST & HRUI TS BT RAT & TR BT e
|

¢) AW SRT Pb IR-IYeileg HUMAT GRT TS TS Goil TR <F R, el AR B BIAd 9 T VW &b Ifrd

IOR G 3 31 <t St B

d) 98 TR S WIE-3U B! q§ HMI BIdl & ofd 3! AN 3 P IFId ToIR i & AR My
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An outlining of urban transformation strategies

accounting for about 36% of India’s

population. The urban population has
been growing at a steady pace of 2% to 2.5%
annually. The ever-growing pace of urbanisation
in India calls for sustained investments, with a
vision and determination. The maiden Budget of
the new government has recognised cities as the
growth hubs and offered many options and
opportunities for the planned development and
the growth of cities.

C ities are home to about 50 crore people,

The issue of housing

The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) has
been under implementation since 2015 and has
provided as many as 85 lakh housing units for the
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)-Middle
Income Groups (MIG) categories of population,
with an investment of about ¥8 lakh crore. Of
this, a quarter has been provided by the central
government and the remaining by the
beneficiaries and State governments. The Budget
has proposed to give a further push to the
scheme by announcing support for the
construction of another one crore such units in
urban areas with an investment of 10 lakh crore,
which will include central assistance of ¥2.2 lakh
crore in the next five years, against which 330,171
crore has been provided in the Budget for the
current year. A part of this allocation will be
available to provide interest subsidy to facilitate
loans at affordable rates.

The migrant population working in industries
has been surviving in general in slums and
yearning for a roof over their heads and a
functional housing unit close to their workplaces.
The Budget has announced new rental housing
with dormitory-type accommodation for
industrial workers. This is envisaged to be
developed in public-private partnership (PPP)
mode with upfront financial support under the
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) scheme. This is to
the extent of 20% from the central government,
with the possibility of similar support from the
State government.

The core infrastructure requirement for cities
includes water supply, sanitation, roads and

sewerage systems. Specific to the cities, the Atal
————

Sudhir Krishna
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State
governments,
their
municipalities
and also citizens
will have to take
forward the
provisions
outlined

in the Budget

Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT) provides 8,000 crore,
which, by itself, may not appear to be very
substantial. However, the Finance Minister has
announced the availability of the VGF window,
provided that the project is taken up as a
commercial venture in PPP Mode. Most cities
have, over the years, got exposed to the PPP
model, and it should be possible to speed up the
development of such core infrastructure, where it
is unavailable and upgrade it where it exists but is
inadequate.

The Budget Speech also mentions a huge
investment of T11.11 lakh crore for capex in
infrastructure. While this would include highways
and many other sectors, cities can also make
efforts to partake a share in it. Similarly, a
provision of T1.50 lakh crore is made available to
States as an interest-free loan for infrastructure
development. States could use this window also,
for cities.

The Smart Cities Mission, that was launched in
2015, was provided budgetary support of T8,000
crore in 2023-24, which has been scaled down to
72,400 crore in 2024-25, to take care of the
remnant commitments. However, a new window,
the National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM), has
been opened in this Budget, with a provision of
1,150 crore, with a focus on the digitisation of
property and tax records and their management,
with GIS mapping. These will help urban local
bodies in managing their finances better, and also
help property owners.

On city planning

The Budget has declared the intention of focusing
on the planned development of cities.
Municipalities would get the normal ‘Finance
Commission Grant” of ¥25,653 crore. In addition,
a provision of 500 crore has been made for the
incubation of new cities. With the development of
mass rapid transit systems, cities can embark on
transit-oriented development, wherein transit
hubs can be surrounded by denser development
without creating a traffic overload on roads.
Moreover, a well-designed mobility plan can
conveniently connect cities with their peri-urban
areas and ‘new cities’. Accordingly, the Budget

has announced an enhanced focus on economic
and transit planning, with the orderly
development of peri-urban areas utilising town
planning schemes. The Budget has also proposed
encouraging electric bus systems for cities and
has provided %1,300 crore for it. E-buses offer an
economical and eco-friendly operating system,
but the main challenge is their higher upfront
cost. However, with this budgetary support, it
should get going.

Solid waste management
Solid waste management (SWM) is perhaps the
biggest challenge that most cities face today. The
Budget has announced a special thrust to
introduce bankable projects for SWM in
collaboration with State government and financial
institutions. States and municipalities can also
make use of the VGF for this purpose. Cities such
as Indore, Madhya Pradesh, have shown the way
in making SWM a financially viable proposition.

The Street Vendors Act, 2014, was enacted by
Parliament to regulate street vendors in public
areas and protect their rights. It also envisaged
the preparation of street-vending plans and the
creation of street-vending zones, with a view to
make street-vending a healthy and safe option for
consumers and vendors. The Budget has
proposed to develop 100 weekly ‘haats’ or street
food hubs in select cities. Perhaps States need not
feel constrained with the number and can
facilitate all cities in preparing street-vending
plans and developing street vending ‘haats’ in
various parts of the city, according to felt needs.

While the Budget has made a slew of
provisions, financial as well as procedural, to
push for planned urbanisation, cities,
represented by the municipalities, and guided by
the respective State governments, will have to
show the vision and the determination to
incorporate all the resources coming not only
from the Union Budget but also augmented by
their own resources.

Above all, the participation of citizens would
remain the bedrock for the success of any city’s
development strategy.

The views expressed are personal
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Mapping : National Parks of India
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NATIONAL PARKS OF INDIA

LADAKH
1. Hemis
JAMMU & KASHMIR
1. City Forest (Salim Ali)
2. Dachigam HIMACHAL PRADESH ARUNACHAL PRADESH
3. Kishtwar 1. Great Himalaya 1. Mouling

4. Kazinag 2 2. Pin Valley UTTARAKHAND 2. Namdapha ASSAM

RAJASTHAN HARYANA s loderkle _ Jim Corbett . Dibru-Saikhowa

1
4. Khirganga i . Dehing Patkai
1. Mukundra Hills ; gﬁf::’m : ! 5. Simbalbara g gﬂgﬁfﬁ'" Raim:na
2. Desert : P S 4
o 5

. Nanda Devi Kaziranga
3. Keoladeo Ghana . Rajaji . Manas

6. Valley of Flowers ’ . Nameri
k3 . Orang

MADHYA PRADESH y : BIHAR 1. Khangchendzonga

1. Bandhavgarh 7. Sanjay

NAGALAND

2. Fossil
3. Kanha

8. Satpura
9. Van Vihar

10. Dinosaur
. P 11. Kuno
6. Pench(Priyadarshini)

GUJARAT
1. Vansda
2. Blackbuck
3. Gir

4. Marine

MAHARASHTRA
1. Chandoli
2. Gugamal

1. Intanki
MEGHALAYA
1. Balphakram
ANIPUR 2. Nokrek Ridge
_ Keibul Lamjao
iroh TRIPURA
1. Clouded Leopard

MIZORAM 2. Bison (Rajbari)

1
2

Murlen
Phawngpui

WEST BENGAL

JHARKHAND
1. Betla

Buxa
Gorumara
Neora Valley

3. Nawegaon

4. Pench (Jawaharlal Nehru)
5. Sanjay Gandhi (Borivilli)
6. Tadoba

Sunderban
1. Bhitarkanika
2. Simlipal CHHATTISGARH Jaldapara

1. Indravati (Kutru)
2. Kanger Valley
3. Guru Ghasi Das (Sanjay)

1

2

3
ODISHA g Singalila

6.

GOA . o - TELANGANA
- gk 1. Kasu Brahmananda Reddy
2. Mahaveer Harina Vanasthali
KARNATAKA 3. Mrugavani
1. Anshi

2. Bandipur
3. Bannerghatta ANDHRA PRADESH

4. Kudremukh = ; s 1. Sri Venkateswara i
5. Rajiv Gandhi (Nagarahole) 2. Rajiv Gandhi (Rameswaram)

3. Papikonda
KERALA
1. Anamudi Shola
2. Eravikulam
3. Mathikettan Shola 2. Gulf of Mannar
4. Pambadum Shola 3. Indira Gandhi (Annamalai)

5vP9nyar . 4. Mudumalai
6. Silent Valley 5. Mukurthi

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR
Campbell Bay

Galathea

Mahatama Gandhi Marine
Middle Button Island

Mount Harriett

North Button

Rani Jhansi Marine

Saddle Peak

South Button

TAMILNADU
1. Guindy
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