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nine-judge Consti-
A tution Bench,
headed by Chief

Justice of India D.Y. Chan-
drachud, on Thursday held
by an 8:1 majority that Par-
liament cannot limit the
power of State legislatures
to tax mineral-bearing
lands and quarries. The
judgment, freeing States
from the restrictions im-
posed by the Centre, is in
tune with the federalist
principles of governance.
“Any dilution in the tax-
ing powers of the State le-
gislatures will necessarily
impact their ability to raise
revenues, which in turn
will impede their ability to
deliver welfare schemes
and services to the people.
The ability of the State go-
vernments to invest in

physical  infrastructure,
health, education, human
capacity, and research and
development is directly
correlated to the raising of
gOVEl’l'llTlEl‘lt revenues...
Fiscal federalism entails
that the power of the States
to levy taxes within the le-
gislative domain carved
out to them and subject to
the limitations laid down
by the Constitution must
be secured from unconsti-
tutional interference by
Parliament,” the Chief Jus-
tice said.

The verdict noted how
mineral-rich States such as
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand
and Odisha continue to
have per capita income be-
low the national average.

The judgment said Par-
liament, through the Mines
and Minerals (Develop-
ment and Regulation) Act
of 1957 cannot restrict the

& [0

States from legislating on
the taxation of mining
lands and quarries.

‘Royalty not a tax’

The court further held that
royalty paid to the States
by mining lease holders is
not a tax.

“Royalty is not a tax.
Royalty is a contractual
consideration paid by the
mining lessee to the lessor
for enjoyment of mineral

Fiscal federalism entails
that the power of the

States to levy taxes within the leg-
islative domain carved out to them
and subject to the limitations laid
down by the Constitution must

be secured from unconstitutional
interference by Parliament

D.Y. CHANDRACHUD

Chief Justice of India

rights,” the Chief Justice
Chandrachud said.

The judgment came ina
batch of 86 appeals filed by
different State govern-
ments, mining companies
and public sector under-
takings.

The case has its roots in
a dispute between India
Cements Ltd. and the Ta-
mil Nadu government.

Chief Justice Chandra-
chud said State legislatures

derive their power to tax
mines and quarries under
Article 246 read with Entry
49 (tax on lands and build-
ings) in the State List of the
Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution.

“Mineral-bearing lands
fall within the description
of ‘lands’ in Entry 49,
Chief Justice Chandrachud
held.

In the sole dissenting
opinion on the Constitu-
tion Bench, Justice B.V.
Nagarathna said the States’
power to tax under Entry
49 of List I1 did not include
“mineral-bearing lands”.
However, Justice Nagarath-
na agreed with the majori-
ty on the Bench that royal-
ty was not a tax.

The Centre had argued
that Entry 50 in the State
List had allowed the Parlia-
ment to impose “any limi-
tations” on taxes on miner-

al rights through laws
relating to mineral deve-
lopment, in this case, the
MMDR Act.

However, the Chief Jus-
tice responded in the judg-
ment to the argument by
noting that Entries 50 and
49 of the State List “deal
with distinct subject mat-
ters and operate in diffe-
rent fields”.

The limitations imposed
by Parliament in a law like
the MMDR Act, which re-
lated to mineral develop-
ment, did not operate on
or influence State taxation
of mining lands under En-
try 49 in the State List for
the sole reason that “there
is no specific stipulation in
the Constitution to that
effect”.

“Entry 50 of List IT does
not constitute an excep-
tion... The power to tax
mineral rights vests in the

‘States have unlimited right to tax mineral-rich Iands’

Constitution Bench, in an 8:1 verdict, holds that Parliament, through Mines and Minerals Act, cannot restrict States from legislating on the taxation of mining lands, quarries;
any dilution will impact their ability to raise revenues; the verdict came in a batch of 86 appeals filed by different State govts., mining firms, and public sector undertakings

State Legislatures. The Par-
liament does not have the
legislative competence to
tax mineral rights, with En-
try 54 of the Union List
(Regulation of mines and
minerals development de-
clared by parliamentary
law to be expedient in the
public interest) being only
a general entry. Power to
tax mineral rights is enum-
erated in List II. The Parlia-
ment cannot use its residu-
ary powers with respect to
that subject matter,” Chief
Justice Chandrachud held.

Justice Nagarathna, ho-
wever, agreed that the
MMDR Act, especially the
provision which allows the
Centre to take “control of
the regulation of mines
and the development of
minerals” on expediency
in public interest, denuded
or limited the scope of a
State’s right to tax.
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sop m Royalty is not a tax. Royalty is a contractual consideration
3N “paidbyﬁvenininglesseetolessorfoven}oymntof
UeaRl & d19 AT | mineral rights. The liability to pay royalty arises out of the

G{ﬁa%ﬁ R 3YRd || contractual conditions of the mining lease. Payments made
YTdHE B to the govt cannot be deemed to be a tax merely because the
+ B Gdes m statute provides for their recovery as arrears -—SC's majority order
&I gfd oRd 5, wiafe || The state legislatures have legislative competence under
et t@_c("lﬁ =7 Article 246 read with Entry 49-List 1l to tax lands and buildings
. || but not lands which comprise of mines and quarries or have
Ry GRS BRI | mineral deposits as mineral bearing lands do not fall within the
& fou erfayfd @xct || description of lands (under Entry 49-List I1)
—Justice B V Nagarathna's dissenting order in 8:1 verdict
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A notable life of a scholar-economist of distinction and social conscience

V.K. Ramachandran

Christopher Thomas Ku-
rien, known as CTK to
those whose lives and
minds he touched, was
one of South India’s finest
and most influential teach-
ers of economics. CTK’s
entry into economics was
inspired by the vision of
the ‘Tryst with Destiny’
speech, and in particular
Jawaharlal Nehru'’s exhor-
tation that “the service of
India means...the ending
of poverty and ignorance
and disease and inequality
of opportunity”. As he ex-
plained in a 2012 interview
published in the newsletter
of the World Economics
Association, when he de-
cided in his final high
school year to take up the
study of economics, it was
in the hope “I would be
able to understand the
causes of poverty and con-
tribute to its eradication.”
It was this quest that
spurred CTK’s scholarly ef-
forts for the next seven de-
cades. Amartya Sen, re-
flecting on the general
dissatisfaction with eco-

+ 3B 2000 H HRd 3o Tu & 3iemef & ¥ U H SR foban|

nomics, once remarked
that this was experienced
in India with probably
even better reason, “be-
cause in some ways, eco-
nomic problems are more
serious, more nasty in In-
dia than they were in many
other parts of the world”.

So it was with CTK. It
was the 1950s and he was
now a lecturer at the Ma-
dras Christian College,
Tambaram. His restless-
ness over the “disjunction
between theory and real-
life issues™ made him want
to equip himself in eco-
nomic theory. He decided
to study for a Ph.D. and en-
rolled in the doctoral pro-
gramme at Stanford Un-
iversity in 1958.

Stanford was then a spe-
cial kind of hub of debate
in the discipline of eco-
nomics. There, CTK took
the first major steps in
what would be a lifelong
endeavour: to test theory
by confronting it with the
economic problems of In-
dia. He set himself the task
of testing the claims to un-
iversality of neoclassical
economics by applying it

to probe the literature on
surplus labour. At the end
of this endeavour, the
scales had fallen from his
eyes. What he wanted now
was “a conceptualisation
of the economy other than
what neo-classical theory
provided and what ‘dual
economy’ models assum-
ing subsistence wages im-
plied was necessary for a
proper understanding of
the...problems of the In-
dian economy”.

He had developed an al-
ternative: he was able to
show that “the distribution
of non-labour resources
was the essence of under-
standing India’s economy
and its problems”. In
teaching undergraduate
courses, he maintained
that three related ques-
tions were required to un-
derstand an economy:
“Who owns what?”, “Who
does what?”, and “Who
gets what?”

And so, in the 1960s,
back to the Madras Chris-
tian College, where CTK
designed and taught a
course titled Indian Eco-
nomic Problems (IEP). 1

C.T. KURIEN (JULY 2, 1931-JULY 23, 2024)

had the good fortune of be-
ing a student in CTK’s IEP
class in 196972. He was a
demanding  taskmaster
and one of the first things
his course did was to teach
us to use economic theory
to build a toolbox with
which to examine and ana-
lyse specific problems of
the Indian economy. He
then helped us study a
wide range of sectors of the
economy — agriculture, liv-
estock, industry, the infor-
mal sector, banking, major
services, marketing and
trade, Plan models, the pu-
blic sector, and much more
— using these conceptual

tools.

The years from 1968 to
1978, his last decade at the
Madras Christian College,
were not only years of
teaching but also of pro-
ductive research and writ-
ing. In this period, CTK pu-
blished, among other
writings, Indian Economic
Crisis (1968), A Theoretical
Approach to the Indian
Economy (1969), and, in
1978, his more widely
known book of the period,
Poverty, Planning and So-
cial Transformation (the
last book in the list being
dedicated to “my teachers,
many of them my students,

who asked questions).”

In 1974, CTK proposed a
rural employment guaran-
tee scheme (in the form of
a “land army”) for India;
the first person, as far as I
know, to have done so. In
2021, on the occasion of
CTK’s 90th birthday, Kera-
la Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, paying tribute to a
“consistent supporter of
policies that benefit the
vast majority of people”,
drew particular attention
to the fact that CTK had
been an early advocate of a
rural employment
guarantee.

MIDS term

In 1978, CTK took the ma-
jor decision to leave the
Madras Christian College
to become the founder Di-
rector of the Madras Insti-
tute of Development Stu-
dies. MIDS, which had
been established by CTK’s
teacher Malcolm Adisesh-
iah some years earlier, had
been made a National Insti-
tute of the Indian Council
of Social Science Research.
Under CTK’s distinguished
and democratic leader-

ship, MIDS became the
first and foremost Centre
for the study of the Tamil
Nadu economy. This con-
centration on regional eco-
nomics was reflected also
in the books CTK wrote ov-
er the period, including
Dynamics of Rural Trans-
formation (1979) and Eco-
nomic Change in Tamil Na-
du (with Josef James, 1979).

After he retired from the
directorship of MIDS, CTK
‘was a National Professor of
the University Grants Com-
mission and a National Fel-
low of the ICSSR. The
books of his early retire-
ment years, including On
Markets in Economic Theo-
ry and Policy (1993) and
Rethinking Economics: Re-
flections Based on a Study
of the Indian Econoniy
(1996), were the product of
many years of thinking
about India’s economy. In
his last two books, Wealth
and Illfare: An Expedition
into Real Life Economics
(2012) and Economics of
Real-Life: A New Exposition
(2018), CTK sought to re-
connect with the young, to
reach out to new students

of economics who were
struggling, as he had done
in the 1950s, with the “dis-
junction between theory
and reallife issues”.

Another feature of his
retirement years was a new
interest in writing book re-
views, mainly in Frontline
magazine. This was his
way of keeping touch with
current thinking, particu-
larly in economics.

‘When CTK taught his In-
dian economy course, a
question he asked when
we began and ended was
“What is the major pro-
blem of the Indian econo-
my today?” And he was in
no doubt about the answ-
er. The world is a poorer
place for the death of peo-
ple like CTK, those who
help us identify poverty
and its social and econom-
ic characteristics and in-
spire us to come together
to fight for a just society.
(V.K. Ramachandran, an
economist, is Vice-Chair-
person of the Kerala State
Planning Board. A longer
text of this article can be
read at  www.thehin-
du.com.)
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Minister launches
revamped Model
Skill Loan Scheme

Maitri Porecha
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Skill Development Minister
Jayant Chaudhary
launched the revamped
Model Skill Loan Scheme
on Thursday, two days af-
ter Finance Minister Nir-
mala  Sitharaman an-
nounced hiking the eligible
size of loans for high-end
skilling courses under the
scheme to 7.5 lakh from
1.5 lakh.

Low fund uptake

The earlier Credit Guaran-
tee Fund Scheme for Skill
Development, notified in
November 2015 to create a
credit guarantee fund for
courses aligned to the Na-
tional Skills Qualification
Framework, faced multiple
challenges. As on March 31,
loans amounting to %115.75
crore had been extended
to just 10,077 borrowers.

Skill Development Mi-
nistry officials said the low
fund utilisation over the
past decade under the
scheme was due to low
ticket size of loans (up to
1.5 lakh), even as course
costs and fees rose due to
inflation, leaving many
high-cost courses out of
the scheme.

“Only member lending
institutes of the Indian
Banking Association (IBA)
were allowed to lend ear-
lier, and there was low up-
take by both private and
public sector banks due to
their limited reach,” a Mi-
nistry official added.

Under the new scheme,
the lending network has
been broadened from only
IBA banks to include Non
Banking Financial Compa-
nies and small finance
banks, with access to more
skill courses and higher
loan limits.
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Indian Economy
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Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads,

Airports, Railways Etc.
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ndia’s illegal coal mi ln' gprOBlem

How prevalent is illegal coal mining in India? What are the legal frameworks governing coal mining in India? Why is the responsibility for addressing
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illegal mining placed on State governments? What factors contribute to the persistence of illegal coal mining? What safety risks do workers face?

EXPLAINER

Priyali Prakash

The story so far:
n July 13, three workers died of
asphyxiation inside an illegal
coal mine in Gujarat’s
Surendranagar district. The
officials said that the workers were
working in a mine near Bhet village in
Thangadh taluka without helmets, masks,
or other safety equipment. The first
information report (FIR) indicated that
the accused failed to provide essential
safety gear to the labourers, who died
after inhaling toxic gas in the mine. The
police have registered a case of culpable
homicide not amounting to murder
against four people.

‘What is the issue?
The Surendranagar incident is not an
isolated case.

In June 2023, three people, including a
ten-year-old child, were reportedly killed
after an illegal mine collapsed in the
Dhanbad district of Jharkhand. Similarly,
at least three people were killed in
October 2023 after a coal mine collapsed
during illegal extraction in West Bengal’s
Paschim Bardhaman district.

These are just a few examples of how
illegal coal mining has led to worker
fatalities in India.

Coal in India was nationalised in two
phases: first with the coking coal (used for
the production of coke in the steel
industry) in 1971-72; and then with the
non-coking coal mines in 1973. The Coal
Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 1973 is the
central legislation that determines
eligibility for coal mining in India. Illegal
mining constitutes a law and order
problem, which is a State list subject.
Hence, the onus of dealing with it falls on
State governments rather than the Union
government.

Why is illegal coal mining rampant in
India?

According to the Ministry of Coal, illegal
e —

Mining perils: Labourers carry baskets of coal from an open-cast mine in Jharkhand. A

mining in India is mostly carried out in
abandoned mines or shallow coal seams
in remote or isolated places. Several
factors contribute to illegal coal mining in
India.

Coal is the most abundant fossil fuel in
India, accounting for 55% of the country’s
energy needs. The high demand for
power in India translates into a high
demand for coal, which often outstrips
the legal supply, prompting illegal supply.
Many areas that are rich in coal are also
situated close to homes for populations
struggling with poverty and
unemployment, which contributes to
illegal mining in these areas.

In remote areas, mining regulations
can be weak due to inadequate
monitoring and lack of resources, leading
to weaker enforcement. This can result in
the rise of “coal mafias,” as has been
alleged in multiple cases of illegal coal
mining in India. For example, in 2018,
activist Marshall Biam of the North East
Indigenous People’s Federation registered
a complaint accusing a “police-backed”
coal gang of threatening him. Mining
tragedies are not uncommon in coal-rich
Meghalaya.

1llegal coal mining also allegedly
receives tacit support from political
leaders in areas where it is prevalent,
making it difficult to curb. In 2023, the
Assam-based political party Assam Jatiya

Parishad (AJP) submitted a petition each
to the President, Vice-President, Prime
Minister, Chief Justice of India, the
National Green Tribunal (NGT), the
National Human Rights Commission and
the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, alleging that some BJP leaders are
behind illegal coal mining in the State. AJP
president Lurinjyoti Gogoi and general
secretary Jagadish Bhuyan said that illegal
rat-hole coal mining has continued in
Assam, as well as in Meghalaya and other
north-eastern States, with the alleged
patronage of BJP leaders and in collusion
with officials despite a blanket ban on
such mining by the NGT in 2014.

Illegal mining is often carried out using
rudimentary techniques like surface
mining and rat-hole mining, rather than
the scientific methods required for legal
operations on a larger scale. In areas
where coal seams are closer to the
surface, illegal miners access them with
limited safety equipment. Minimal
operational costs can also turn into
significant profits, making illegal mining
lucrative.

Why do so many workers die in
illegal coal mines?

The lack of safety equipment and
protocols is the primary reason for deaths
during illegal coal mining. Miners face
increased respiratory risks due to inhaling

coal dust, and the lack of safety
equipment significantly increases this
risk. The miners in the Surendranagar
incident also died of carbon monoxide
poisoning. According to District Collector
K.C. Sampat, 2,100 wells had been filled
in recent times, but some of them might
have been illegally reopened, where the
incident happened.

Illegal mines lack proper structural
support to carry out the extraction of
coal, making working conditions
hazardous and vulnerable to cave-ins,
landslides, and explosions. Workers may
also be exposed to high levels of toxic
substances like lead and mercury, which
can cause acute poisoning or long-term
chronic medical conditions.

Several people who work in illegal coal
mines are untrained for the job and for
the risks it poses. There is a lack of proper
training, quick response facilities, and
knowledge in case of emergencies.

Operator negligence and worker
exploitation are also rampant in illegal
coal mining.

Why do governments struggle to cut
down illegal coal mining in India?
Questions regarding illegal coal mining
have been raised in the Parliament, but
since it is a law and order issue, the Union
government often shifts the blame to State
authorities. A mix of economic, social,
political, and regulatory factors makes it
difficult for governments to shut down
illegal coal mining in India.

Illegal coal mining, by any means, is
not a novelty. It has existed since before
coal was nationalised and continues to
exist in pockets in coal-rich areas or near
abandoned mines. The high demand for
coal as a fuel makes illegal mining
rampant and challenging to control. Local
economies in many areas depend on
mining, and once official operations run
their course, illegal mining takes its place
to support the local community.

The legal framework governing mining
is complex, which can possibly lead to
bureaucratic hurdles and inefficiency in
governance, allowing illegal mining to
exist.

THE GIST

v

Three workers died of
asphyxiation in an illegal coal
mine in Gujarat’s
Surendranagar district on July
13 due to a lack of safety
equipment.

v

lllegal coal miningis
widespread in India and has
led to numerous worker
deaths.

v

lllegal mining is a law and
order issue falling under State
jurisdiction, making State
governments responsible for
addressing it.

v

High demand for coal, poverty,
unemployment, weak
regulations, and alleged
political support contribute to
the prevalence of illegal coal
mining.

YR ® Y Sl W= fpa=m yaferd 22

+ 3fdY DI AT & HRU B3 AId 83 &, OFH [oR1d, IRTS 3R UHH S & 81d &1 & g5 gl

A &, Sl 3P T 3R WR| bl IOR Bl 8
+ 3 Y 3hd ORI & 3fdY T B geel § 10 Hd! Bt GG §8 ¢, ol 39 MAfay ¥ Jo Id X6
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+ 3AY T ARR URII FaM! a1 IYA DIl A J fomar Sl 5, Ry ©0 9§ grax™ & &3 §, S|l
AR iR ol &1 yada FHeiR 71

YRd H P @1 ®I Had $1 a1 ST o

+ DI GH Sffefad, 1973: 39 HAYFFH 4 HRA | HIUdl T DI APIFD b, Tg
fafrafia foar fo 1 Siaar == B obdl § 3R b1 Tl & dgd|

+ W 3R WS (A SR fafae) siftfaam, 1957 @IuHSIem ifdfam). a8 Had ST W &
B! FERET BT 8, T AT UTd B 3R = fafafaat & fafafid w<a o1 ufshareit &1 faarur
a1 8| I8 IT BRI B Y T P Ab & forw fuw 99 &1 iR Sar gl
o Tefh THTASIYR AIFTH Th TWAT YeH BT 8, 3dY T T Uad 3R _fFaaa =0 &
fIBR &7 7 ST |

Y T | Fige o1 e’ I=0 ReRT W) STel 1§
+ B 3R IR BT e 39Y G Bl BT IR AT B AT & ¥4 H aiffepd fobar a1 g, st
AT BT 5T YT & ded U favd g, o 39 I d1 Iod BRI Bi orHaRT & SiTdt ]
+ Tfid S witreor: R vad= ok fafae & amel & E of faddied usia &1 gaTar 3d gu
h% WHR R SHHERT T HfIHRT R 81 St ]

Y HIAAT G- P g ¥61 T BIF § FRE GG HId 32

+ DRI Pt I TRT. YR B SHil Tl BT 55% G P G SNl 7, I HRT R Iy Ml I
31fRrep Bt B, oy 3rae @+ Tifafafemt it 1

+ TRIEl 3R SRISTRY: B3 B T &3 § TR MaTet I8! 8 o WA AR & GHRI P HRUI
3{TSifAeT & AId & T4 T 3fdel W o1 YeRI acil & |

+ :9%\'%\?%% TdcH: gRaRISl o & H WG fafawl &1 i R SR Uad Sy W= &l &l

|

4+ SIS ARETT: Y T DI § oD Adrsfl & AfTaidl & AR = S AR TR S

T & T &1 e 51 faan 8, s fos fafta ot & Sar man g

TG DI fHT & NIAAT BT JHAT BT ISl 82

& IRET IUGUN BT HH: HHG AR gaHe, ARG AT 30 RETHD R & o1 HH HRd ¢, forad
3% difed 81 1 Y &1 SIRIH HTH! §¢ ST 3|

+ WRATH BT IR 31dy WaH AR W ifHaftd gt 8, v Ifea WRaras quds ot ot
Bt B, o 9 ¢, Y=g 3R faepie) & ufd Gaesiia 8 S 1

+ fauTed I &1 Yudh: WD B BT AIHIRIZS SR STgiel I & I a4 I gH e Bl TRl
BId1 &, ST fob oRTd H 8Tel 81 8 g5 HId! 9 Ul =erdll gl . _

+ DA DI Yd AR FaRAS Uerdf & TR Wb H 87 I 43 Jeiehh gremd iR R W fRyfaar
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+ 3dY T Al #f aRdfds THg # FTRMT S8R Udl @H & fad $19 8k Aearge SafSHT St
A TR dib| B AR HRA B SaADH ¢ |

+ T G%%‘u TATA B U8 B 3R 3 IR X HRATS HXA H Ydc Toiadl di a&dl 3 gUR &
Hhdl B

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2023

UY: YR H SIgar MYUTia a1y fagga 99 & Jeu §, Fafafad sy «R foar &%
1. 390 A oI T ST BT UG e Bl g

2. 378 A Big WY Ta-a=mavRa fora & -ifud Tt g

3. 378 Y pis i it Tarfira arar T8t |1

ITfed Y H W foa T8l |7

a) Had Th

b) had ol

c)ﬂ“—ﬁ?ﬂ:{

d) P13 a1

3TR: d)
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Personality In News : Lokmanya Tilak
YT - BT01 o1 H QDA fadidh Dl St Siddl IR YGioiiel 3HUd & |

dear foae & IR |:
+ T TR fAae®, o dR R AeHr fade & AW F ST ST 8, YRR Wl igiad & SR U
T HRAY AFATe, WelzIdr I, GHTS YRS SR A1 Al 3|
+ gaﬂwmrm$ugawﬁﬁﬁwﬁ&ﬁiﬁw RIS T HRA & fQTT = & Jad Holgd GHd®

+ 9 U7 AR & oI o S §, RIS TR SRS SMfUPR B, 3R & 3 AHR IgN" IThT ST HT TR
gwéwﬁg&n%n 3R I AT A 3% B’ B IUTY &, foraast 3rf § a8 S @il gRT goi1d
|

IYardt:
- 375 PEX AFATC! HIFT ST AT
- fofew TWHR 7 I "HRATT 3T BT SH" Hal UT|

-9 1890 H HRdIg AP BT et # =mfire gul
- %I 1916-18 T Sit.TH. WS 3R T 9¥e & 1Y Rad URATT 81H = @R &1 o1 & Ht Heg 3|
+ [T - HERTY, 7 Uid $iR e 3R SRR &3 7 Ul g1 & A & Bt
4 SYc P AN Y HRI | Ficha At
+ TP I WA Pt THIEAd BT R HRA & Gg W AR HA & UBR & IR & all # SRRl
T Tl

wifefe S1d:
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»  fee U fagd oe® oIk TaR U

. WW@T@W%WMﬁMWW Bt (ot o 8 2R) ok a1g H ofdieht o
TRIST" I |

P P IeAE WIRfAS Pl & "Ial H e g XMW §, STel Si7 91 Rigid Udd foar fab dei
@I IR Sfrebfee & H g% T, 3R "giiaraciicn 6", S AYard! =fPebiun § HiTdwidl B SRl & |

Rianfie:

« T Rren ot wfdd & fayr axd 9 3iR I5iH 1884 F YOI H STh- UheH JIRITSC! DI RITTHT B |
. sﬂ@ﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬂmsﬁ?qmwﬁwﬁ o HeRTy # snyfe e o sgran
& ® Hgayut YfireT [y
ﬁwﬁuﬂiﬂqaﬂaﬁrﬁnﬁmml
+ ﬂmﬁwgm AHary faas aHoie guR & Hf 99d® 3| S5 SRg=aar 3R a1d fdarg oRit I
W%Gﬂ;ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ@@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁrwﬁmml
+ ATA-I1d-UTd: 390 oriad areft fafie g ard SR aran areiud I S A AT & iR diFl &) Aib g
w7 ¥ "ATd-910-UTe A & =0 § S1 S ol
4+ DHRIAN: 3¢ B HID| IR IASKIE & 3RIT H TRER [Ha1 T4 1| 376! Iad dell be 1908 ¥ 1914 dH
Telt, foTT SR 3614 URIG I "Tial Jg&" (WTag T o1 Xgw) fordt |

+ ;;1613[ 3B HigHIe 3l forT & W1y e gHehal foba, foree yardt doy # f§g-gRes Tehdr yaH
|

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2019

uY: W 3igiad & deH #, Fufafaa sy w faar &3

1. 39 W PRIRI & RIed 3R I & TToGR & aRTgH |

2. WCRM HIGIT & Teb U b U H IS 1&g uikeg &t R o1 715 A
SWR U MU HY § T 19 91/ Fel /87

a) bad 1

b) Fad 2

c) 1 3R 2 3l

d)Td@13RAE2

3TR: €)
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‘Teaching mental well being wil

R. Sujatha

recent article in
Athe Lancet has
once again turned

the spotlight on suicide.
Psychiatrists have been
talking about ways to re-
duce suicides but rue the
fact that governments,
state and central, have
shown little interest.

A blueprint to stem sui-
cides, the National Suicide
Prevention Strategy, was
launched in November
2022. The aim was to esta-
blish effective surveillance
mechanisms for suicide
within three years and es-
tablish psychiatric outpa-
tient departments to pro-
vide suicide prevention
services through the Dis-
trict Mental Health Pro-
grammes in all districts
within the next five years.
It called for integrating a
mental well-being curricu-
lum into all educational in-
stitutions within eight
years. It also sought to de-
velop guidelines for res-
ponsible media reporting
of suicides and restrict ac-
cess to the means for
suicide.

Top killer
In India, more than 1 lakh
lives are lost annually to
suicide, and it is the top
killer in the 15-29 years ca-
tegory. From 2019 to 2022,

——

In India, more than 1 lakh lives are lost annually to suicide, and it
is the top killer in the 15-29 age group. GETTY IMAGES

the suicide rate increased
from 10.2 to 1.3 per
1,00,000.

The NSSP envisages a
specific strategy for every
state and district. “We
have explained the strate-
gy, who should implement
it, and the cascading effect.
The ministry of health,
education, and agriculture
in each state must have a
task force. We have provid-
ed short-term, medium-
term, and long-term goals.
But two years later, noth-
ing has happened,” said
Lakshmi Vijayakumar, who
has been running a suicide
prevention programme,
Sneha, for four decades.
The health department
should take the lead, but
other departments like fer-
tilisers, chemicals, infor-
mation and broadcasting
should also be represented
in the task force, she said.

The education department
should be included to pro-
mote emotional wellbeing.

Soumitra Pathare, Di-
rector for Centre for Men-
tal Health Law and Policy,
one of the framers blames
lack of political will.

‘Sense of fatality’

“There is a sense of fatality
when we start talking
about suicide prevention.
‘We cannot completely
eliminate suicides’, is what
we hear. Instead of saying
prevention we must say re-
duction. Even a 20% drop
in suicides would save
40,000 lives annually,” he
remarked.He also blamed
the lack of will in the media
to make conscientious ef-
forts to educate them-
selves on reporting sui-
cides. By talking about
suicides we would be ack-
nowledging the problem

—

and try to find solutions,
he reasoned.

Dr. Pathare and Dr.
Lakshmi pointed out that it
is likely the only health
condition which claims
1.27 lakh lives but there is
no government  pro-
gramme to prevent it. Dr.
Pathare cited Tamil Nadu
as an example where sui-
cides had reduced thanks
to supplementary exami-
nations for school stu-
dents. Yet the government
has done nothing to imple-
ment NSPS . “The present
approach is piecemeal. We
need a district wise pro-
gramme that can bring
about consistent results,”
Dr. Pathare said. Dr. Laksh-
mi calls for several editions
of competitive exams so
youngsters gain confi-
dence that they can appear
whenever they want.

“The National Educa-
tion Policy is good, but it
has not been implement-
ed. The vocational gui-
dance programme and
multiple exits, grade sys-
tem, and the flexibility to
make course changes are
all good. But it has not
been implemented,” she
said.

Policy changes work

“I would like to emphasise
that policy changes do
make a difference and
these policies are there
and need to be implement-

reduce suicides’

ed. Once implemented, we
see results. And the exam-
ple is Tamil Nadu. “Tie up
NEP and NSPS, and by im-
plementing the strategies
deaths can be reduced,”
she said.

Dheeraj Singh, an alum-
nus of the IIT Kanpur who
mentors students from
IITs, said: “Suicides can be
prevented with timely sup-
portive action. Citizens
must learn the skills of
identifying someone with
suicidal thoughts, asking
them openly about their
thoughts, talking to them
without fear, and referring
them to a caregiver who
can complete a safety plan
and provide suicide pre-
vention counselling. These
steps, if taken with care
person, can save many
lives at risk.”

(sujatha.r@thehin-
du.co.in)

(Assistance for overcom-
ing suicidal thoughts is
available on the State’s
health helpline 104, Tele-
MANAS 14416. and Sneha’s
suicide prevention helpline
044-24640050)

For feedback

for ‘Science), please
write to
science@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Daily
page’
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PYQ : (UPSC CSE (M) GS-1 2023): Wwﬁwﬂﬁwﬁﬁmaﬁma@rw ]

PYQ : (UPSC CSE (M) GS-4 2021):IRSEEGE G RE N E R G R GR B i T G A G o
e gi=raT | RMifd UTed =18} S~ 9dbd 1" - garg @i (250 w/15m)

Ha :

+ TOc A 8T 81 7 B0 U o9 1 T &R R THEAT R WH dfad (a1 8 | AAIfRfbds regansit ol
HH P & dRibl b IR T d1d PR I8 8, Ah- 39 a9 TR HBIANG 9dld © b I7 3R Hg TWPR 1
398 §gd &4 o feErs 3|

ATHTATSH IR G T B I

+ SBT3 Bl b & 1T Tb Tb1, AFTT SATHTAT ABUTH I0F, FdaR 2022 T Y= Bt 715 A

+ SUDT I£Y diF a8 & HidR STegT & fow guTdt AR d Qifird &3 3R 3iTal ure auf & iR
it et & foren Al warea SrdEH & H1egd ¥ THEA AHYH JaTE USH B & g TR
SR I FAHTT RIS =T T

+ T 3116 auf & Hiar it effires TRl H ARG WRd UTeushd &) Thidhd B Bl AT [T |

+ 3O TSl @ iR Hifsar Raifén & foru fezn-fdwr s oA iR siiereen & wreml de
Ugd & Ufaefid & &1 off At bt

e Rt

+ YRA Y, AT Y 82 TS 1 ARG J TTST AR b oI ST & SR g 15-29 98 &1 31 & §f Jad 8T
TARI ¢ |

+ 2019 9 2022 dP 3MHSAT DI & 10.2 J &b 11.3 Ufd 1,00,000 81 TS|

+ TATHEHU H g X9 3R fo7d & oy T @ o & G enT &t 7S ¢

+ TS T T Wy, el iR HN TAed & U Ue TR By g aTfeu|

+ AR fAURT BT STHT Adcd HRAT AT, Al TR B | IR, T, T 3R TR S 37
faum ot ot enfire foran s =R

+ UGS HelTs DI 9GIa1 ¢ & forg Rig faum &1+t <mfera fovan S =nfguy
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+ O U8R, TeX BR Hed g o U Uifat & Hewie, o b ue dfgur fafar g aoifas
SRS ! HH! BT SN 3B o

Y BT UG

+ O g AT DI ABUM & IR H d1d BT & DR &, d g B YT gl o | STeTgensii & 20%
&1 TRTae ¥+ [T 40,000 AT &1 SH §9F Fohvel! g

+ Hifear ¥ snaTgansi & RAféT & IR & Ge ! RAfed HA & 1T SAFER U™ B DI WIRATad Dl
S|

+ TGS & IR & TTd B 81 THR B WIHR BT 3R FHIYT Wi B BRI Bl |

+ AU DDV Hhe! | g1 81 U IR STiehH B1 SHTaRgehd § Sl TR ROmH &1 b |

+ 1T g AT oret &, Ao 38 aFg T fopar T B

+ ARG ANGRH HRIHH 3R &3 Her, IS JuMe, 3R Urdgshd URad oA & adaT quff
3 § | Afdh 38 AR e fopar T g |

+ HiforTd aRad FfEd 0 oick @d § iR 3 Fifaai Hivg § 3R 3= A1 31 3! 3= 3

+ TRUT 3R TAUHUINY &l SedR, 3R UMD & ] HRb Al &I HH a1 o Fabdl g

3T B G

+ JHY R Y HRAE I ATl &f AT Sl bl g1 ANRG! Bl 3ATesdl & f9aR ard fed)
Hfdd P UgdH B, 378 I R & TR B Gadx Jg+, fomT fheft S & 379 a1 FA 3R 3=
TP SEUTA FHRA T & U Hol BT HIRT ST dTeT off Teb JRET Ao G R b 3R fTeAg el
RIBUMH TRIAR TG HR b |

+ Y HeH, 3R Ay I IS ST, O SHGH H US Bs T ol o 59 Jball g

STHE T T 82

+ 3N dd Bl & S QNI 3T Siiad &l JHI H1 & d&d ¥ e Pl JH9H Ugdld &, 3R
URUMIREEY 37! g & Tl ¢ |

+ TGN BT YA I Gl & Ofd AN U S &1 T HRA & A& ¥ WG &I IH9H Ugdid &,
difch 39! GG el glat|

YR § 3THgAT A g4 arell Hidl &7 SeT:
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+ URA T, B A ST & HRUI Uh ARG F SATGT AR 1 oI It ol 5, 3R T8 15-29 T BT 3G
I o e e SART 5

+ a7 9rell &, 3TeTgdr Bt aX 10.2 ¥ ¥R 11.3 Ufd 1,00,000 SHTEIE! 81 T8 §, GXaW & &l g

+ STHSAT &b I 3MH HRUN H TiiRaiRes gaamd iR Saiar wfia g, off I+t e @ Iefea Aal
B 34% 3R 18% R |

SUAR 3R fafdrer:
Wi gwaay
+ R IS
o AR GR& AT 3T fRT 3R Bl &l HH A H Heg R & forg fawrE 78 B
+ TBId-3(T WBIF HIa:

o TNY Y U I g fob S1a ST aret AR BT AT Bt THIT, JRET Ao &I 3R gD B
DIl B! Uh YTal ! g, df ST BT ST SIRGH HH g1 ST ] |

e oT:

+ UMD AG8R AL (CBT):
o Tg ANl & a-Tayuf $ryal ¥ fAues & U adier e H Hag o gl o |
o CBT faadl &l 39 faaR e &I Ugaa 3R MHST & AR 31 W dbfcds Sl IR AR

P T Hag Rl gl
+ GgI® agR AUt (DBT):
o TE PRI & STaTdTdt SId8R &I HH B & fort fears s |

IR P UGt SATHGT AHYUTH Hifd
2022 H, WA 3R URTR ST HATTT = AP STHGAT AU VI Bi Ao B
Hifa & IR | it SR

+ FART:
o T Bl H [ B TT5 AP SATHGT AU UM ¢ H 30 0 i Ugdll UM 5l
o el AHYM ifd TrHuag 1 dorel SR Ig-831 TgaI & 1Y 31t g, difds 2030 &
3BT HG &R H 10% DI HHI 18 Sl b |

U T BT I5Y B
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o 3T i auf & HiaR s & fie TuTet fATRIE = =Afid &,

o 3Td U guf & iR 9t forat § e Al warey S1ded & A1eaH I 3THgdT AHUTH Jard
e B arel HARNT &Tel 9t fAHTT Rifid A, 3R

o SATA 3113 o o R Tt effOres Tl & AR W Uredshy &1 Thidhd BTl

ifa # Fufefad @t ufveeur #7188

o Mgl ® foeR Mfgar Rafdn & o fean-Adw fasfig o<, ok
o SHTHGA & WY b Ugd ! UlcTaiierd BT

e 3R Arfore qud:
o SHTHBI AHUH & foIU T Tard= 3R AHToIe JHYH fasmRid 1 IR oIk faar mn gl
Ay T & Srgu:

o UG Y b Yd fdbT T&d (TSN 3.4 HT 35V AHUH R IUAR & A ¥ IR-FIRI AT 8
BN aTelt SRS Jg &R HI U [AgTs dd HH BT 3R HFRIG W 3R HedTul &I Seral &
gl

SYPT UP Hobdd MHTAT X 2|

o SEfd UE IUHIA ST AHUM & ot Sseguash o1 fémr gd TRmam & WHifa & 3=y g, I8
Hedl § [P U8 YR & IRPiae SR FrToIe TRawr & fore w8t X |

HRd PR BI T8
P AFRS WA $Ri%H (TIeHTIT), 1982:

o e ufawr & Wbt & fore gaan AR ey Ja1 & ITASIdT 3R Ugd A &1, faRiy &9
T SEIET & Ja HHR 3R dferd avlf & forg|

HFRI® WA SEHTH MU, 2017 - THEET & YATHI Y SURTY F Fad HRT:

o ¥ 2017 H UIRd fasam Tam U1, A 2018 H AN 3T 3R 3T 1987 & AHNISD W g &
ST i
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o SAHIBIR YR il SR AHRTS Wy & faaarsif &1 WRit & forg, 39 Sifafoy 3 yrRa &
THST o YA Pl SORTY I Gad B & |

o o 3TH HFRIG ST & avife ol & Sseguaadl & femnfew «f wnfie 9

o SHUTH & T Hg@yul ey "Iad FaRr ol, Sl AFRIS SHRal arel HAfaqdl o 30+ TR
& AP Pl ad HRA 3R B BT U1 UfAfAfd Frged B Bt Al <ot Tl

o 3 STeIBHacE U G & IuanT B it ufdsfiia B faan, 3R ArefenTt R 3% IuUNT R
gfdey o fean, sida: YRA TS § Seidb 9 0 o IUrl &1 Fo31d B |

HeUT Ugd:

+ g AR YR IR & d8d T Ugd g
+ 3TD] I BE! I 96 AMNIP WY R HAU & U AAdTHS-IHie Igrid U
HT B

f~ur geuars:

+ U8 TUART MHSAT B! AbYUTH ! M & T §8T HeA 7, 3R Jedl 3R Jbe UseT H Heg
P ghd! B

+ 9 SR &1 e URMS ofd, wude fafedr, aHeme ggrd), dec Udyd, AFRkie
S 3R TP dbe Yoo USH BT § R 33 [9panT afaadl & aeifadm o fAHET
(DEPwD) GIRT Uaiferd forar SIraem |

e, 37 3 &1 I8
+ BT B H AP SRy RepiS &R (NCRB) Bi RUIE # gl 1 § fob 2021 # 1.64 A ANl b1
TS ¥ G &5 |
+ T8 HRd H 2020 # Pifds ¥ g Al ¥ 10 Hfa=d 34f¥e g, 3fR 2020 & A F (23800) ¥ 6.8 T[T
3fH B
+ R off, §HF TR B AHUTH B I H Pifds Weldid R ATJ WA R §gd S &1 3R
g foru B
HEATHS YT Dt ATl

o T8 Wd gu foh oMTeTea U Sfed gl €, 399 e & fo siaR-&ia wgain &1 sfa=adhdr gt
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Mapping : National Parks of India

+ U7 &7 ¢ OTe INRPR gRI Ui gafervr & WRefur & forg Fuffed forar S g1

+ U P SAM H GGoiid SHYRUY 1 o1 | 3ifdes Ufdee 8 5 |

+ It GmTg AT ofR oRwifa g &

+ TP AP I BT B I3 & & UTPpices TATaRUl D1 &M 3R S fafaedr GR&fur H=1 5 |

NATIONAL PARKS OF INDIA

LADAKH
1. Hemis
JAMMU & KASHMIR
1. City Forest (Salim Ali) -
2. Dachigam ; HIMACHAL PRADESH ARUNACHAL PRADESH
3. Kishtwar g 1. Great Himalaya 1. Mouling
4. Kazinag 2. Pin Valley UTTARAKHAND 2. Namdapha ASSAM

3. Inderkilla i i
- 5 X . Jim Corbett . Dibru-Saikhowa
RAJASTHAN HARYANA 4. Khirganga . Gangotri Dehing Patkai

1
2
1. Mukundra Hills 1. Kalesar 5. Simbalbara s
2. Desert 2. Sultanpur 3. Govind Raqrpona

% la 4. Nanda Devi Kaziranga
g condeo Ghara 5. Rajaj . Manas

6. Valley of Flowers o . Nameri

SIKKIM & . Orang
1. Khangchendzonga :

AR PRADESH
1. Dudhwa

NAGALAND
/ - 1. Intanki
3. Kanha Y ! : Xeis : . 3 MEGHALAYA
4. Madhav DS 5 : S A : 1. Balphakram
5. Panna 11. Kuno . & - % MANIPUR 2. Nokrek Ridge
6. Pench(Priyadarshini) e fe—~——— 1. Keibul Lamjao
% Ve
‘/&%T& 2. Sioh TR IPURA
£, . 1. Clouded Leopard
2. Bison (Rajbari)

GUJARAT Cos : 3 S ey :
1. Vansda 3 ; - MIZORAM
2. Blackbuck - < 3 - 1. Murlen
3. Gir 3 = % < 2 3 ¢ 2. Phawngpui
4. Marine < . - £ -
WEST BENGAL
Buxa
Gorumara
Neora Valley

HARKHAN
MAHARASHTRA {HARK 0

1. Chandoli
2. Gugamal

3. Nawegaon

4. Pench (Jawaharlal Nehru)
5. Sanjay Gandhi (Borivilli)
6. Tadoba

GOA

1. Mahavir (Mullem),—’—’_’y!

KARNATAKA

1. Anshi

2. Bandipur

3. Bannerghatta

4. Kudremukh

5. Rajiv Gandhi (Nagarahole)

KERALA
1. Anamudi Shola
2. Eravikulam
3. Mathikettan Shola
4. Pambadum Shola
5. Periyar
6. Silent Valley

ODISHA
1. Bhitarkanika
2. Simlipal

TELANGANA

1. Kasu Brahmananda Reddy

1
2
3
4
5
6

CHHATTISGARH
1. Indravati (Kutru)
2. Kanger Valley

3. Guru Ghasi Das (Sanjay)

2. Mahaveer Harina Vanasthali

3. Mrugavani

ANDHRA PRADESH

1. Sri Venkateswara

2. Rajiv Gandhi (Rameswaram)
3. Papikonda

TAMILNADU

1. Guindy

2. Gulf of Mannar

3. Indira Gandhi (Annamalai)
4. Mudumalai

5. Mukurthi

p
]

Singalila
Sunderban
Jaldapara

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR
Campbell Bay

Galathea

Mahatama Gandhi Marine
Middle Button Island

Mount Harriett

North Button

Rani Jhansi Marine

Saddle Peak

South Button

WRNO S WM

RIPTT I & e &1 SrHfa 7 3R 1 8-

+ Tgl, T} i Arrdia nfafafe &1 srgafa 781 31
+ 5T U3it B TRM SR F5ht BTRaeR! HRIBRI F SAfd T8t 31
+ Fgoig SfTE &t SrIgfdl & SfcaRad Uefal &1 RIGR a1 Heell 3 &1 STAfd Tal ¢
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