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219 proposals for High
Court judges appointment
are being processed: Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government
said 219 proposals for the
appointment of High Court
judges across the country
are in various stages of
processing.

Union Law Minister Ar-
jun Meghwal, responding
to questions raised by Ra-
jya Sabha Member Haris
Beeran, said the Supreme
Court Collegium (SCC), as
of July 19, has processed 82
of the 90 proposals sent to
it by the government for
advice.

“One hundred and
twenty-nine fresh propo-
sals received recently are
being processed for seek-
ing the advice of the SCC,”
the reply said.

High Courts have still
not sent recommendations
on the remaining 138 va-
cancies.

Against the total sanc-
tioned strength of 1,114
]udges in various High

Against the total
sanctioned strength

of 1,114 judges, 357
posts are vacant

Courts, 357 posts are lying
vacant.

Chief Justices of the
High Courts are required to
initiate the proposal to fill
up a vacancy of a High
Court judge six months
prior to the occurrence of
the vacancy. “However,
this timeline is often not
adhered to by the High
Courts,” the government
complained. Names re-
commended by the High
Court Collegium are sent
with the views of the go-
vernment to the SCC for
advice. Recommendation
of the SCC is mandatory for
appointment.

“Appointment of Judges
in the High Courts is a con-
tinuous, integrated and
collaborative process, in-
volving approval from va-

rious constitutional auth-
orities,” the government
assured.

Collegium inputs
The process of finalising a
revised Memorandum of
Procedure for Appoint-
ment of Judges to the Su-
preme Court and High
Courts to bring in more
transparency and accoun-
tability in the appointment
process has not seen the
light of the day. The go-
vernment claims it is wait-
ing for the Collegium’s in-
puts on a draft while the
latter maintained that it
has already given its final
views about the draft in
March 2017, and has noth-
ing more to add.
Meanwhile, the govern-
ment said it is considering
a proposal for the transfer
of five High Court judges.
“No timeline has been
prescribed in the MoP for
transfer of judges from one
High Court to another,” it
explained.
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ASEAN cornerstone of India’s

Act East Policy: Jaishankar

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) was the cornerstone of India’s Act East
Policy and its Indo-Pacific vision, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said on Friday, as he
sought to expand cooperation with the bloc. Mr.
Jaishankar was in the Laotian capital of Vientiane
to participate in the meetings of ASEAN
members. In his remarks at the opening session
of the ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers Meeting, he
said, “The current political, economic and
security cooperation with ASEAN is of the utmost
priority so is the people-to-people linkages, that
we are constantly seeking to expand.” Mr.
Jaishankar’s visit to Laos was of particular
significance as this year marked a decade of
India’s Act East Policy, which was announced by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2014, the
Ministry of External Affairs said. en
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NEW DELHI/GUWAHATI

The Charaideo Moidams, a
700-year-old mound-bu-
rial system of the Ahom dy-
nasty from Assam, were
added to the UNESCO
World Heritage List on Fri-
day, making them the 43rd
property from India to be
included in the prestigious
index.

The announcement was
made at the 46th session of
the World Heritage Com-
mittee being held in Delhi.

“This historic recogni-
tion brings global attention
to the unique 700-year-old
mound burial system of
the Ahom kings at Charai-
deo, highlighting the rich
cultural heritage of Assam
and Bharat,” Union Minis-
ter for Culture and Tou-
rism Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat told the media after
the announcement.

Similar to the pyramids

[POWER L

-

An aerial view of the royal burial mounds built by the Ahom dynasty
in Charaideo in eastern Assam. AP

of Egypt, the Moidams are
earthen burial mounds of
the members of the Ahom
royalty whose 600-year
rule was ended by the Brit-
ish takeover of the region.
The Ahoms adopted the
Hindu method of crema-
tion after the 18th century
and began entombing the
cremated bones and ashes
in Moidams at Charaideo.
The highly venerated

Moidams make the Charai-
deo district a tourist desti-
nation.

The Moidams are the
first from the notheastern
States to be recognised as a
World Heritage Site in the
cultural category. Assam
has two other such sites in
the natural category - Kazi-
ranga National Park and
Manas National Park, both
upgraded to tiger reserves.

Royal burial mounds of Assam now
on UNESCO World Heritage List

“THIS IS HUGE. The
Moidams make it to the
#UNESCO World Heritage
list under the category Cul-
tural Property - a great win
for Assam. Thank You Hon-
’ble Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji, Mem-
bers of the @UNESCO
World Heritage Committee
and to the people of As-
sam,” Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma wrote
onX.

He said the Charaideo
Moidam embodies the
deep spiritual belief, rich
civilisational heritage, and
architectural prowess of
Assam’s Tai-Ahom
community.

The Moidams were
nominated as India’s offi-
cial entry in 2023.

Of the 386 Moidams ex-
plored so far, 90 at Charai-
deo are the best preserved,
representative, and most
complete examples of this
tradition.
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Paris unveils the ultimate spectacle
with pomp, fervour and splendour

There has never been a celebration this grand during the 128-year history of the modern Olympiad as the Opening Ceremony, along the Seine,

features iconic landmarks before culminating at Eiffel Tower; 78 athletes and officials from 12 disciplines take part from the Indian contingent

PRRiS 202\
&%Y%

Y.B. Sarangi
PARIS

he magnificent City
Tof Light, dotted
with the spectacu-

lar Eiffel Tower and scores
of majestic buildings fea-
turing admirable architec-
ture, welcomed the 33rd
Olympic Games in a un-
ique way, with the much-
awaited Opening Ceremo-
ny on the Seine involving a
stretch of Paris’ rich herit-
age, here on Friday.

The riot of colours and
lights turned the Seine and
the pastel city into a sur-
real place, amalgamating
history and contemporari-
ness in a spellbinding show
conceptualised by Thierry
Reboul and directed by
Thomas Jolly, to celebrate
the return of the Olympics
to the city after a century.

Contrast this to the
eighth edition of the
Games which were held in-
side the Yves-du-Manoir

Stadium in 1924. The Eiffel
_—

Vibrant start: Sharath and Sindhu lead India’s contingent at the Opening Ceremony. GETTY IMAGES

Tower was as young as on-
ly 35 years and the Roland
Garros, the home of
French Open for close to a
century now, was only 33
and was still a year away
from hosting its first Major.
Paris’ Olympic reincarna-
tion exactly after a century
tells a story of the world’s
evolution as well.

The novel parade, over

six kilometres on Seine,
took off from the Austerlitz
bridge beside the Jardin
des Plantes in the evening
before passing under sev-
eral bridges and gateways.
It provided the athletes a
nice view of some of the
Games venues, such as
Parc Urbain La Concorde,
the Esplanade des Inva-
lides, the Grand Palais and

the Iena bridge, where the
parade ended before the fi-
nale took place at the
Trocadero.

Greece, the first host of
the Games, led the flotilla
of 85 boats carrying 6800
athletes with water foun-
tains adding to the beauty
of the setting. A Refugee
Olympic Team followed,
underlining the times we

live in as 205 delegates
from different countries
and hundreds of thou-
sands of people, including
several who watched it
free, witnessed the amaz-
ing show.

With helicopters keep-
ing a watch overhead, 12
cultural tableaux, a caba-
ret show by Lady Gaga and
stunning musical perfor-

mances by leading French
artists, including Aya Na-
kamura, broke the mono-
tony of the parade.

71 giant screens, beam-
ing the live action from 170
cameras, and strategically
placed speakers allowed
everyone to enjoy the mag-
ical atmosphere of this
show reverberating
throughout Paris.

Dressed in their trico-
lour-themed  ceremonial
attire, the designer kurta
bundi sets for men and sa-
rees for women, the In-
dians stood out.

78 athletes and officials
from 12 disciplines took
part in athletes’ parade,
led by double Olympic me-
dallist shuttler PV. Sindhu
and five-time Olympian
Sharath Kamal.

The Indian athletes who
took part in the grand
event included some pro-
minent names such as
four-time Olympian arch-
ers Deepika Kumari and
Tarundeep Rai, Tokyo
Games bronze medallist
boxer Lovlina Borgohain,
shooters Anjum Moudgil,
Sift Kaur Samra, Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar and
Anish Bhanwala, paddler
Manika Batra and tennis
player Rohan Bopanna.

At twilight, the bridges
on the Seine lit up and set
the stage for the Olympic
flame to take its pride of
place.
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Term In News : Dark Oxygen
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A new push in the Bay of Bengal

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and

Economic Cooperation) Foreign Ministers’
Retreat in New Delhi earlier this month with a
focus on providing an “informal platform to
discuss ways and means of cooperating and
accelerating action in security, connectivity,
trade, and investment within the Bay of Bengal.”
The retreat was held in preparation for the sixth
summit meeting, scheduled for September, in
which the BIMSTEC leaders will meet in person
for the first time in the post-pandemic era. They
are also expected to sign the BIMSTEC Agreement
on Maritime Transport Cooperation to improve
regional connectivity — a foundational aim of this

grouping.

l ndia hosted the 2nd BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal

Strengthening ties with eastern neighbours
BIMSTEC is the regional organisation devoted to
the Bay of Bengal, with a membership of five
South Asian and two Southeast Asian countries,
cooperating across seven diverse sectors. It allows
New Delhi to engage multilaterally with the other
countries of the Bay of Bengal region, which are
its eastern neighbours and therefore vital for its
economic development, security, and foreign
policy imperatives. India also remains intent on
solidifying relations with its eastern neighbours as
China’s growing presence in the Bay of Bengal
poses a potential threat to regional stability and
New Delhi’s position as a preferred security
partner in these waters.

Strengthening ties with Bangladesh and
Myanmar accords India the advantage of
providing its landlocked north-eastern region
with access to the sea. Improved ties with
Myanmar and Thailand will also lend India the
opportunity to have a more profound presence in
the Indo-Pacific, as it holds the ASEAN
(Association of South East Asian Nations), in

which these two countries are members, to be of
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The intent of
BIMSTEC
member states
to push forth
with a bold
vision for the
region was
evident at the
2nd Foreign
Ministers’
Retreat

central importance in its vision of the
Indo-Pacific. Thailand reinforced this idea at the
retreat by identifying itself as a bridge between
BIMSTEC and ASEAN. These priorities were
reflected in the opening address by the Minister
for External Affairs, S. Jaishankar, when he stated
that BIMSTEC represents the intersection of
India’s ‘Neighbourhood First” outlook, the ‘Act
East Policy’, and the SAGAR (Security And
Growth for All in the Region) vision.

Two parts of the retreat

The retreat was divided into two parts. In the first
segment, participants assessed the current state
of regional cooperation within BIMSTEC, building
on a presentation by India on the implementation
of key outcomes of the Ist Retreat. Multiple ideas
were shared by the member states including the
establishment of Centers of Excellence in
member states, focusing on Agriculture, Disaster
Management, and Maritime Transport. India
announced support for cancer research,
treatment, and issuance of e-visas for patients of
all BIMSTEC states, while Sri Lanka proposed the
inclusion of kidney disease. The need for
involving the private sector in trade and
promoting young entrepreneurs was also
highlighted, as was the importance of
connectivity, cyber-security, and countering the
trafficking of narcotics and illegal arms.

In the second session, the expectations of each
country from the forthcoming summit were
discussed. Sri Lanka underscored the need to
map mineral resources found in abundance in
the BIMSTEC countries and create opportunities
for the vertical integration of stages of production
within specific sectors in the economies of the
countries, enabling them to diversify their
production structure. Bangladesh highlighted the
need for cooperation in the Blue Economy and
urged member states to ban fishing during the

breeding season to address the problem of
depleting catch in the Bay. Bhutan expounded on
the need for collaboration in tourism and cultural
exchanges, while Nepal highlighted its ‘whole of
the region’ approach to leverage synergies among
member states and transform BIMSTEC into a
results-oriented regional forum. Thailand
underscored the need for cooperation in
non-traditional security domains, and Myanmar
added the need to combat online scamming to
the list. These proposals will be presented to the
heads of state before the September summit.

Bilateral merits

While the retreat was a multilateral milestone for
India, it had its bilateral merits too. Mr. Jaishankar
met several of his counterparts on the sidelines.
He shared with Myanmar India’s concerns over
the flow of displaced persons, narcotics, and
arms across the border and urged for the return
of unlawfully detained Indians. He also held a
meeting with the Bangladesh Foreign Minister,
who requested him to ensure the smooth supply
of daily essentials and send a technical team for
the Teesta project, signifying another step
towards easing this long-pending concern. At the
end of the retreat, the Foreign Ministers called on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

This year marks a decade of India’s Act East
and Neighbourhood First policies, and the thrust
on BIMSTEC is a manifestation of New Delhi’s
efforts to continue nurturing collaborative growth
for national and regional well-being. Thus, Mr.
Jaishankar encouraged future collaborations
through new energies, resources, and a renewed
commitment to cooperation.

It remains to be seen how many of these
proposals find culmination at the forthcoming
Summit but the intent of the member states to
push forth with a bold vision for the region was
clearly evident at the retreat.
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+ YT A Ted 3R TRBAD HEH-TeH & TGN &1 HaIHhdT IR YHIRT ST, Adidh Auld = qasd
33 & S AT BT ATH SoH adl faRies &l aRuHREE! &g Ha & dga & e s= <wquf e
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AT I e & Saxgddl &l SiST|

feaefta qor

+ YRI-TAR RAATd: of soRiex = da1 uR fawfta safeqadr, =i gerdfl aut sRaR! & vag & day §
AR & 1Y Ge| ! aITAd forar quT siay w0 ¥ fevyd # forg e wRdig i) o arasft &1 3mig
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2. 2Nd g & R H 1985 & RA1fq| 3. o aeife g Ty S @ B
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5. ST feR] T | %%m%@gmwﬁw@ﬁﬁ
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o TasR, 2014 H GId Tae 3¢ UITeNY, “qH ¥ T B UUS g
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o 39¥ fguely, &= iR sguely Wkl R SAfgefdct, MR, TEpid, I&M 3R A J Al & Sg Judh
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+ SAGAR & HIeAH ¥, YRd 309 T TSIl & Ty 3nffer iR WRem TgaT &l e o1 d1edl §
3R D! TG JR&T &arsil & i & Wgridr H-1 aedl 8 |
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Mapping : Tiger Reserves of India

INDIA
TIGER RESERVES
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+ YRJ T & 54 TR RoTd g, 51§ 75,796.83 T fHalHIex & P YR&T H3d ¢ |

+ TE X P A YW BT 2.3% I 3P g, o 1973 T 18,278 T fhaex &I HaR HRA a1 gl Al Rord
3 IET IfG B

+ Tga 'R Roid 1973 & gRTS & yamy ers'R Retd & &0 § Ri1fud foan mam i

+ B & § DT STer 31HaRTY e UeR § aRAMT grfad ers'R Roid 31 3 foid URd o 3 a1l &l

&1 TR & T Agayyf 8

YR A IYAR 979 AHIRVY
R Rrord I a9
37 T ANTSARR HReH <R Rerd 1982-1983
SRV U | T TR Rord 1999-2000
THEHT TTER o 1982- 1983
FHHC TR Rord 2016-2017
3 TH 3T TR R 2016
TR TR o 1999-2000
T TSR o 1973-1974
PTG TR fRord 2008-2009
foeR ATl TR o 1989-1990
ARG II- I TR e 2008-2009
SaTacht ereR Rerd 1982-1983
SFAFHHR TR R 2008-2009
FRES eI TSR fRerd 1973-1974
Friled ATREN ST feord 2008-2009
dedl-sieft @reh e R R | 2008-2009

Will be continue.....
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