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India achieves ‘outstanding
outcome’ in FATF evaluation

Devesh K. Pande
NEW DELHI

India has achieved an out-
standing outcome in the
mutual evaluation con-
ducted during 2023-24 by
the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), the govern-
ment said on Friday.

The Mutual Evaluation
Report of India, which was
adopted at the FATF plen-
ary held in Singapore from
June 26 to 28, places India
in the “regular follow-up”
category, a distinction
shared by only four other
G-20 countries.

“This marks a signifi-
cant milestone in the na-
tion’s efforts to combat
money laundering (ML)
and terrorist financing
(TF),” read a Press Infor-
mation Bureau release.

In a statement, the FATF
said the plenary concluded
that India had reached a
high level of technical com-
pliance with its require-
ments. The country’s anti-
money laundering (AML),

The report was adopted at the
FATF plenary held in Singapore.

countering the financing of
terrorism (CFT), and coun-
ter-proliferation financing
(CPF) regime was achiev-
ing good results, including
international cooperation,
access to basic and benefi-
cial ownership informa-
tion, use of financial intelli-
gence, and depriving
criminals of their assets.
However, the FATF ob-
served that improvements
were needed to strengthen
the supervision and imple-
mentation of preventive
measures in some non-fi-
nancial sectors. “India also

needs to address delays re-
lating to concluding ML
and TF prosecutions, and
to ensure that CFT mea-
sures aimed at preventing
the non-profit sector from
being abused for TF are im-
plemented in line with the
risk-based approach, in-
cluding by conducting out-
reach to NPOs [Non-Profit
Organisations] on their TF
risks,” it said.

Among other things, the
FATF has recognised the ef-
forts made by India on the
issue of mitigating the risks
arising from ML/TF, in-
cluding the laundering of
proceeds from corruption,
fraud, and organised
crime, and the effective
measures implemented by
India to transition from a
cash-based to a digital eco-
nomy to reduce ML/TF
risks. “This recognition is a
testament to the rigorous
measures implemented ov-
er the last 10 years to safe-
guard the financial system
from ML/TF threats,” the
Eovernment said.
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ww%@aﬁwmaﬁ%mﬁuw, RIS 3R IS IRTY F I B aTal SHAH B HH HRA &
PRI |

GUR B TaRgHal aTa &

» T SR HRaa: FATF 3 Ul {6 URd &1 $ IR-foxita &= # FaR® Iurdl & wdaem $iR srfaad &I
Holgd R & MaLIHdl 5 |

B S § & YRd & 00 R A1 AT 31 & g ML 3R TF RISH & FaE0E & g9 aTdl ol &l
GRS PR B SMaLIHT ] |
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Page 05 : GS 2: International Relations : Effect of Policies & Politics of
Countries on India’s Interests
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India slams ‘deeply biased’ U.S.
report on religious freedom

The report reflects ‘one-sided projection of issues’ and has selectively picked incidents to advance

a pre-conceived narrative, says government while questioning the law and order situation in US

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia on  Friday
l slammed the U.S.

State Department’s re-
port on International Reli-
gious Freedom for 2023 as
“deeply biased” and said it
reflected “one-sided pro-
jection of issues”.

During the weekly press
briefing, External Affairs
Ministry  spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the re-
port questioned the “inte-
grity” of certain legal judg-
ments of the Indian courts
and highlighted the United
States’s own record in han-
dling  domestic  hate
crimes.

“The exercise itself is a
mix of imputations, misre-
presentations, selective us-
age of facts, reliance on
biased sources and a one-
sided projection of issues.
This extends even to the
depiction of our Constitu-
tional provisions and duly
enacted laws of India. It
has selectively picked inci-
dents to advance a pre-
conceived narrative as
well,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

On Wednesday, U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony
Blinken unveiled the an-

nual report on internation-
—

al religious freedom and
pointed at a number of
countries for failing to pro-
tect religious rights of mi-
nority groups and basic hu-
man rights. He noted that a
wide array of violence
against religious minorities
were taking place in India
and said, “In India, we see
a concerning increase in
anti-conversion laws, hate
speech, demolitions of
homes and places of wor-
ship for members of mi-
nority faith communities.
At the same time, people
around the world are also
working hard to protect re-
ligious freedom.”

In nearly 69 pages dedi-
cated to the state of reli-
gious freedom in India, the
report elaborated on appa-
rent complicity between
the law enforcement agen-
cies and the majoritarian

Q The exercise
itself is a mix of
imputations,
misrepresentations,
selective usage of facts,
reliance on biased
sources and a one-sided
projection of issues
RANDHIR JAISWAL
MEA spokesperson

groups and flagged a num-
ber of factors like the cam-
paign for Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) as well as the
campaign for creating a
“Hindu Rashtra” in India.
Responding to the criti-
cism, Mr. Jaiswal raised the
law and order situation in
the U.S. and highlighted
the crimes committed by
racially motivated indivi-
duals against Indians and
other coloured communi-
ties. “In 2023, India has of-
ficially taken up numerous
cases in the US. of hate
crimes, racial attacks on
Indian nationals and other
minorities, vandalisation
and targeting of places of
warship, violence and mis-
treatment by law enforce-
ment authorities, as well as
the according of political
space to advocates of ex-
tremism and terrorism

abroad,” he said.

Mr. Blinken had focused
on Pakistan, India, and
other countries that also
included the U.S. for grow-
ing threat against religious
minorities and said, “In In-
dia, for example, Christian
communities reported that
local police aided mobs
that disrupted worship ser-
vices over accusations of
conversion activities or
stood by while mobs at-
tacked them and then ar-
rested the victims on con-
version charges.”

The U.S. report also re-
ferred to the drive for the
UCC and observed that “
various personal laws, in-
stead of a uniform civil
code, apply to members of
different religious com-
munities in matters of mar-
riage, divorce, adoption,
and inheritance based on
religion, faith, and cul-
ture”.

Referring to the remarks
regarding Indian legal pro-
visions, Mr. Jaiswal said the
report appeared to intrude
into the legislative affairs of
India. “In some cases, the
very validity of laws and
regulations are questioned
by the report, as are the
right of legislatures to
enact them,” he said.
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Debt trap

Kenya must find ways to service its debt
without punishing its people

he Kenyan President’s decision to rush
T through Parliament an IMF-backed fi-

nance Bill that sought to increase taxes
on everything from imported sanitary pads and
tyres to bread and fuel backfired, with protesters
storming a section of the Parliament on Tuesday.
After the protests, which rights groups said had
left at least 23 people killed and 200 injured, Pre-
sident William Ruto announced that he would
not sign the Bill. The Kenyan government could
have avoided this bloody confrontation had it
paid more attention to the public mood. The go-
vernment’s plan was to raise an extra 200 billion
Kenyan shilling (some $1.55 billion) in taxes. Ear-
lier this year, the country had reached a deal with
the IMF to secure $941 million in additional lend-
ing. In subsequent talks in Nairobi, they agreed to
reforms, including tax increases, to stabilise the
country’s debt-battered financial situation. The
IMF deal triggered street protests. But the go-
vernment still went ahead with the plan to im-
pose additional taxes on the country of 54 million
people, a third of whom still live in poverty.

The government argues that its hands were
tied as the country struggles to repay its huge
debt burden — domestic and foreign debt was a
staggering $80 billion last year, accounting for
nearly three-fourths of its GDP. The government
spent more than half of its revenue servicing
debts last year. The crisis is an indictment of the
development model Kenya and several other
countries in the continent follow. Kenya, one of
the fastest growing countries in Africa, has bor-
rowed heavily from multinational lenders such as
the World Bank and the IMF as well as bilateral
partners such as China, to finance its infrastruc-
ture projects. But growth tanked and expenses
rocketed during the COVID-19 pandemic years.
The Ukraine war has led to a spike in global food
and energy prices, hitting African economies.
When the advanced countries increased interest
rates to fight inflation, the payment burden of
debt-ridden countries ballooned. In Africa, Zam-
bia and Ghana defaulted on their payments, and
then reached agreements with their creditors to
restructure debt. Mr. Ruto, who came to power in
2022, has promised to address the debt problem.
But he has been unimaginative and conventional,
letting the unpopular IMF dictate one-sided poli-
cy measures. Now that the Bill has been with-
drawn, he will have to tread carefully. He has yet
to spell out his next measures, besides saying that
austerity measures would be rolled out. He will
have to strike a balance between his people’s
needs and Kenya’s creditors. Multinational and
bilateral lenders should help the debt-laden
countries in Africa come out of this trap without
punishing their poor populace.
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Students

NEET on May 5. K

Write NEET and repeat

The number of students who write NEI

T more than once

taking a year or more off exclusively to prepare for it

is on the rise. Jayanth R. speaks to students and parents on the different issues
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1 did ot get  medical sea because | e
only 320 aut of 720 marks in NEET (N

66

ing a doctor since childhood, so I skipped the
year, joined a coaching centre, and studied hard.
This year, 1 got 600 marks, and 1 am hoping
a medical se Namrata (name changed), a
20-year-old student from Kolar, a town about 65
Lm from Bengaluru,
iyumna, from Bengaluru, is also a repea-
wer e appeared for NEET for  third time ths
year and is waiting for medical counselling. “I
Rave been writing NEET contimousy since 2021,
hoping t g 2 gvernment quota set. | gt the
32,000 rank nthis NEET exa, Last yea
cured the 32,000t rank cven though | Fined
.lllw.tr he slld
or Monica S,

S.J.,aresident of a village in Rama
Mwm district, close to Bengaluru, it has been a
challenge to attend college as well as prepare for
NEET since she is from a rural area. “I could not
0 to coaching centres because there are none
nearby. I stu-
with
notes from col
lege lectures,

17 lakh, which
means a medi-
cal seat is out
of the
question.

Recurring stories

Several such students have written the NEET this
year. They are waiting for counselling, which has
been delayed because of the alleged exam scam
and the ongoing Central Bureau of Investigation
investigation.

Now, even high scorers are unsure of getting a
seat of their choice. For example, Kalyan V. of
Bengaluru, who got the All India Rank1 (AIR-) in
the NEET dis year and warted tojln the AN 1
dia Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, is
not certain about getting a seat since an unpme

lented 67 students have got AIR.

The alleged exam scam this year aside, stats-
tics show that the trend of students taking a
break after II PU to prepare for NEET exclusively
has been growing. A large number of candidates
are repeaters.According to the information pro-
vided by the Karataka Examitlon Ahoky

A), out of the total 10,917 medical seats avail
2023, as many as 7,012 went to repeaters,
thatis 64.2%. This includes a student who passed
the Il PU exam in 2007 and attempted UGN
successfully. This year, 89,088 students
who have qualified for counselling, 53,616 are re-
peaters, that is 60.2%.

Among those who have registered for coun
selling, which has yet to start, is one candidate

Itisthe
students'
tight to
ppear again
and again for
NEET
However,
the Union
government
should
impose
some
restrictions
onrepeaters

PUSHPALATHA
parent

to finally get a seat in a medical college

Students protesting at Freedom Park on June 11, against the alleged iregularities in the conduct of NEET
(Left) Candidates at a NEET examination centre in Mangakuru on May 5. K MURALI KUMAR & H.S MAKJURATH

each who passed Il PU in 1999,
2000, 2004, 2009, 2011, 2013, and
2015,

“Freshers, meaning students who
e writing Il PU exams and also tak-
ing NEET in the same year, find it
hard to comp who

ee

Freshers find it hard to
compete with repeaters

tempts or an age limit”

Coaching centres
Meanwhile, intense competition
for NEET has resulted in coach-
ing centres mushrooming. Ac-

who hay
have dedicated a full year for prepa-
ration,” said Divya Prakash, a stu
dent from a Bengaluru college. oA
Demand for restrictions

Students and parents are unlappy \u(h this
trend of candidas am repeatedly.

full year Iurpm\«r.mml
DIVYA PRAKASH

4 cording to Higher Education De
partment estimates, there are
around 2,000 coaching centres
in Karnataka. Most repeaters

in one of them and train for a
year, These centres charge a hefty fee, conduct
me vith boarding facites, and have strict

They are calling or restrichons onthe number o
attempts. “As of now, it is their right to appear
again and again for NEET.

However, the Union government should im.
pose some restrictions on repeaters,” Pushpa
latha, a parent from Bengaluru, argued

Speaking to The Hindu, Sharan Prakash Patil,
Karnataka Minister of Medical Education, said,
“In this regard, with the concurrence of the

ates, the Union government should bring regu:
lations. There is an age limit for the entrance ex-
Jm( conducted for the various government re-

Similarly, repeaters appearing for
\F. .T should have a limit of two or three at

d restrictions.
‘1 'he question pattern has got tougher by the
year. Because of mobile phones, TV and the in-
h'rlh'l children are unable to study properly at
me. S0, at the coaching centres, we keep them
away from all these distractions,” said Pradeep
b, an MLA and founder of Parbbrama
N , Bengaluru. “We make them stu
@ continuously for a least sx 1o seven hours a
Tus, coaching centre students are more
et
Even mmn s Higher Education Depart-
ment has ordered that these coaching centres
should be registered under the Karnataka Educ:
tion Act, 1983, pay a fee of £25,000, and meet 22

Allotment of medical
eats in

2023

Total medica seats allotted: 10,916
‘Seats allotted ta repeaters 7,012

Seats alloted o regular students 3,904
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conditions, none have complied so far. However,
Pradeep Eshwar said Parishrama NE

has obtained permission from the Ministry of
Corporate Affars to run a coaching centre. “I am
paying 18% GST on the fees received from each
Student he said

Beyond their reach
While on the one side, academies are thriving, on
the other side, medical education is beyond
reach for students who have no adequate finan-
cial resources or can't skip a year. This is particu
larly true for those from rural areas or those who
have studied in Kannada medium schools. Des
pite the NEET being conducted in regional lan
guages, this time, the number of students who
wrote NEET in Kannada is only 1,065.

“Medical courses are a daydream for rural and
Kannada medium students,” said Sripada Bhat,
an education activist. “Those who have money
g0 to coaching centres. Except for tier 1 and tier 2
ey there s s xaching peires s o
CET, NEET and JEE exa fore, the go-
vertiment should Immedlately take te7s t o
vide training for these exams at the college level.”

No free training
Earlier, the Higher Education Department used
1o train students seeking admission to engineer-
ing courses through an online programme called
GetSetGo. It also helped medical seat aspirants
partially, as they also trained in Physics and Che-
mistry subjects as part of this course. Howev
this hasn't happened for a year.

In the 2024 Budget, the Karnataka govern:
ment announced that it would provide CET and
NEET training in all government-run PU colleges.
However, no steps have been taken to implement
this yet. Medical Education Minister Sharan Pra-
kash Patil said, "We are working on that. Fi
this academic year, CET and NEET coac]
be started in the government colleges.”

Meanwhile, Monica, the stude Rama
nagara, has given up on her dream of pursuing
edical education. She cannot afford to drop
one year, and even if she does, there are no spe-
cialized NEET training centres near her village. “1
am just hoping to get an engineering seat or join
Some other professional course that willfetch me
ajob,” she said.
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» RR ufRareT gyl SOt SRele Y3 & Srase, NTA HT uRdEmeH afdr fRIR &1 gan g, o
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goTTelt § aRacd o o 79 RS0 iR Ag@yul saeiRaHT fHa=r &1 ST @t |

et Yaga=fitear sik fayr fRwfor:

» YN &1 7@ T fay-a oien gumel faeiid @3 & fau oy &1 fFEior s Ag@yut 81
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del |

® YUITCINTA WY BT Gl SRS 3R fagifadr ST et & Te & 3iavTd &1 Brael 36H &
TR Y Hc! 8, a8 TR dites oIt 3ifaes wTt gidl 5

» el 03 AT B SR SR HHlg TuU1 AT B Yad- SR Githar TRkl &1 mfie s
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Page 12: Location In News : Black sea

Russia warns of
Tesponse’ against U.S.
drones over Black Sea

PHTAT IR & a) &
» Ig TR B GIE01-Ydl OR W R TP FST Y- U 3Tl 9495 5|
®» g U 436,000 T fhaiiHIeR (168,000 Tt HidT) & & Bl HaR Hdl gl

» Iradl o= U@ 1 IW T gobd, IWR-Yd A T4, gd A Sitoran, Gfeor F el oiR ufty # gemiar 3R

=

Associated Press
MOSCOW

Russia’s Defence Minister
ordered officials to prepare
a “response” to U.S. drone
flights over the Black Sea,
the Ministry said on Friday,
in an apparent warning
that Moscow may take for-
ceful action to ward off the
American reconnaissance
aircraft.

The Russian Defence Mi-
nistry noted a recent “in-
creased intensity” of U.S.
drones over the Black Sea,
saying they “conduct intel-
ligence and targeting for
precision weapons sup-
plied to the Ukrainian mili-
tary by Western countries
for strikes on Russian
facilities”.

“It shows an increased
involvement of the U.S.
and other NATO countries
in the conflict in Ukraine
on the side of the Kyiv re-

gime,” the Ministry said in
—

a statement.

It noted that “such
flights significantly in-
crease the probability of
incidents involving Russian
military aircraft, which in-
creases the risk of direct
confrontation between the
alliance and the Russian
Federation”.

“NATO members will
bear responsibility for
that,” it added.

The Ministry said that
Defence Minister Andrei
Belousov has directed the
General Staff to “make pro-
posals on measures of op-
erative  response  to
provocations”.

Washington and Mos-
cow have clashed before
over U.S. drones in the
Black Sea. In a 2023 inci-
dent, a Russian fighter jet
damaged an American
drone there, causing it to
crash. A repeat of such a
confrontation could furth-
er fuel tensions.
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GS Paper 02 RIEGIRKIEEIID)

GS Paper 03 R IR L BRI O R RCI ke CA

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-3 2019) Rk ki sk R e G BRI G R G R R E A
H1 e FATC 1 ITY B, 2017 ¥ YRd H A1) fbu U Siivadt & Jod fAfgardt w fewult &3
(150 w/10m)

Practice Question:
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gHGHTT Pl HH B & T Hedyul $% Ied UM, UlhaTHD TATHT 3R GUR U= fHe 101 wg fHofay
o BETAN STaT 3R Yad Jareii & e ge ik gaerai faRidh Ts &) Jure sear e or, |1y § Jfas
Bt doB! A o DI 3R 3w ThTd g9 B Grorn o wfdre oA

a¥g TG |a1 o (Seadh) uikug
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|
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B Ig Siue! & fftE o) wd R o Fofg aar g
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2 I AeF 4% dc I el JHdd, e et BT 81 Wi drg- AR W adig AgH SR uigsHic
&7 & oig ot AT B! fafgd HAT B

2 YR & dcId HGH GaPhd & TSR & Gl 3R, HRd & U 3R gdf de R Y g1 d ulem & 5 &
R0 AP gd H YA SE dh THT 6,150 fhaiHiex da el gU g |

2 YR THg de S 7516.6 framiier ol 3, 3isHM, FeeaR iR degiy ¢iul & 1Y 6100 fHaHieR
T YA dC D HR Bl 5 |

2 URA $I et 3R Fafiyd dear HeREY H1d & SR Mear YA & Gy &1 Uik 7|

2 URd $I qe@ 13 AT 3R g MR TSR B gl ¢ | U I TeH 3RE IR & (R § waid
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2. et 9t e
3. gdf acig AgM
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S YR H1 UYH de ufeh g 3R 3R IR & di° fRUd T dpivf AeH gl
S 3T de B diF 1IN A fAUTford fosar s gedr g

2 dC & I HN Bl HIHU A (HERTY R Ml HgT A G,
2 HY YFT & Bl dc I HRT d¢ (a1 § HACH - WD) 3R
2 et HFT B AIEAER de (IS J FATGHARY) Hel Sl §

gdf adta Aem

2 Tdf ddi HaM HeHal, Malaxt, HWN 3R HIas! Afedl & Seersi gRI FiHd 8 & HRU 9gd IueS
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