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BHASHAN CHAR ISLAND

Syllabus section: International Relations

Why in News?

The Bangladesh Authorities recently moved
around 1,750 Rohingya Muslims to a
controversial island in the Bay of Bengal called

the “Bhashan Char Island”.

Highlights:

. The Government of Bangladesh have
planned to construct 1,440 buildings on
the island.

. The building will also include 120 cyclone
shelters.

* The buildings were constructed with
the objective of relocating the 100,000
Rohingya refugees from the mainland

camps of Cox’s Bazar.

About Bhashan char island:

The island is also known as Char Piya. It is
in Hatiya Upazila, Bangladesh. The island is
located in the Bay of Bengal at about 6 kilometres
from Sandwip island and 60 kilometres from
the mainland. It has an area of 40 square
kilometres. The island was formed in the year

2006 by Himalayan silt.

Cox’s Bazar

It is a city, fishing port, tourism centre and
district headquarters of southern Bangladesh.
This city is famous for long natural sandy

beach. It is also known as the Panowa.

VOLUNTARY SCRAPPAGE POLICY

Syllabus Section: Environment

Why in News?
To curb pollution, Sitharaman announces

voluntary vehicle scrappage policy

About:

. Vehicle scrappage scheme is to phase
out old vehicles to curb environmental
pollution and oil imports.

e The fitness of personal vehicles will be
checked after 20 years and those of
commercial vehicles after 15 years, to get
off roads old polluting ones.

* The policy would cover an estimated 51
lakh light motor vehicles (LMV) that are
above 20 years of age, while another 34
lakh LMVs are above 15 years. It would
also cover 17 lakh medium and heavy
motor vehicles, which are above 15
years, and currently without valid fitness
certificates.

. It would lead to recycling of waste metal,
improved safety, reduction in air pollution,
reduction in oil imports due to greater
fuel efficiency of current vehicles, and

stimulate investment.
Source: PIB

GOVERNMENT TO INTRODUCE SINGLE
SECURITIES MARKETS CODE

Syllabus Section: Economy

Why in News?

Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs,
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman announced that the
Government will consolidate the provisions
1996,
1956,

of SEBI Act, 1992, Depositories Act,
Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act,
and Government Securities Act, 2007 into a

rationalized single Securities Markets Code.
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In case of a severe oil supply disruption,
IEA members may decide to release these
stocks to the market as part of collective
action.

About:

. The facilities with a total capacity of
, 5.33 Million Metric Tonnes (MMT) at 3
* Single Securities Markets Code : locations, namely (i Vishakhapatnam,

By consolidating SEBI Act, 1992, Depositories Act, 1996 (i) Mangaluru, and (i) Padur will be
Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956 and Government established

Securities Act, 2007. * As per the consumption pattern of 2019-

20, the total capacity is estimated to
provide for about 9.5 days of crude oil
requirement.

. Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) in the
country have storage facilities for crude

+ Development of a world class Fin-Tech hub at the GIFT-IFSC,

» A permanent institutional framework to | be created to
purchase investment grade debt securities both in stressed
and normal times and help in the development of the Bond

Siarket oil and petroleum products for 64.5 days,
thus the current total national capacity
» Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority will be for storage of crude oil and petroleum
strengthened to set up a commodity market eco system products currently is 74 days.
arrangement including vaulting, assaying, logistics etc in * The government has also given approval
addition to warehousing. for setting up of two additional facilities
at Chandikhol (Odisha) and Padur
« An Investor Charter for investor protection (Karnataka).
Source: PIB

REPORT OF THE 15TH FINANCE

e To instill confidence amongst the
participants in the Corporate Bond Market SO LT B0 s S AP0

during times of stress Why in News?
. Enhance secondary market liquidity, The report of the Fifteenth Finance Commission,
along with an Action Taken Report, was recently

e Th 1 h
e proposed body would purchase tabled in Parliament

investment-grade debt securities both in
stressed and normal times and help in the . TheFinance Commissionisaconstitutional

development of the Bond Market. body formed by the President of India to

Source: PIB give suggestions on centre-state financial
relations.

STRATEGIC CRUDE OIL RESERVES e The Fifteenth Finance Commission

(XVFC)’s Term of Reference (ToR) was

Why in News? . . ..
unique and wide-ranging in many ways.

Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited The C .. Kked t d
(ISPRL), a Government of India Special Purpose € LOIIIIISSION Was as«ed 10 FECommen

Vehicle, has established Strategic Petroleum performance incentives for States n many
Reserves (SPR). areas like the power sector, adoption of

DBT, solid waste management etc.

e  Strategic Petroleum Reserves are huge *  Another unique ToR was to recommend
stockpiles of crude oil to deal with any funding mechanism for defence and
crude oil-related crisis like the risk of internal security.
supply disruption from natural disasters,
war or other calamities.

e According to the agreement on an [A] Devolution of taxes to states:

Recommendations:

International Energy Programme (I.E.P.), *  The criteria used by the Commission to

each International Energy Agency
(IEA) country has an obligation to hold
emergency oil stocks equivalent to at least
90 days of net oil imports.

determine each state’s share in central
taxes is Census 2011 population, income
distance, demographic performance,
forest and ecology and tax Effort
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(i) Vertical Devolution

. The share of states in the centre’s taxes is
recommended to be decreased from 42%
during the 2015-20 period to 41% for
2020-21.

. The 1% decrease is to provide for the newly
formed union territories of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh from the resources
of the central government.

(ii) Horizontal Devolution:
On horizontal devolution, XVFC agreed on the
Census 2011 population.

[B]Grants in Aid:

* The following grants will be provided to
states:

(i) Revenue deficit grants: The Commission

recommended revenue deficit grants for

14 states

Grants to local bodies: The total grants

to local bodies for 2020-21 has been fixed

at Rs 90,000 crore, of which Rs 60,750

crore is recommended for rural local

bodies (67.5%) and Rs 29,250 crore for

urban local bodies (32.5%).

o This allocation is 4.31% of the divisible
pool. This is an increase over the
grants for local bodies in 2019-20,
which amounted to 3.54% of the
divisible pool.

(ii)

o The grants will be divided between
states based on population and area in
the ratio 90:10. The grants will be made
available to all three tiers of Panchayat-
village, block, and district.

(iii) Disaster management grants: The
Commission recommended setting up
National and State Disaster Management
Funds (NDMF and SDMF) for the promotion
of local-level mitigation activities.

o The Commission has recommended
retaining the existing cost-sharing
patterns between the centre and states
to fund the SDMF (new) and the SDRF
(existing).

o The cost-sharing pattern between
centre and states is (i) 75:25 for all
states, and (ii) 90:10 for north-eastern
and Himalayan states.

. The Commission has also proposed

a framework for sector-specific and

performance-based grants.

Sector-specific grants for the following sectors
will be provided in the final report: (i) nutrition,
(ii) health, (iii) pre-primary education, (iv)
judiciary, (v) rural connectivity, (vi) railways,
(vii) police training, and (viii) housing

Performance-based grants: Guidelines
for performance-based grants include: (i)
implementation of agricultural reforms, (ii)
development of aspirational districts and blocks,
(iii) power sector reforms, (iv) enhancing trade
including exports, (v) incentives for education,
and (vi) promotion of domestic and international
tourism.

Recommendations on Fiscal Roadmap

1) Fiscal deficit and debt Ilevels: It
recommended that both central and
state governments should focus on
debt consolidation and comply with the
fiscal deficit and debt levels as per their
respective Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Acts.

2) Off-budget borrowings: It recommended
that both the central and state
governments should make full disclosure
of extra-budgetary borrowings. The
outstanding extra-budgetary liabilities
should be clearly identified and eliminated
in a time-bound manner.

3) Statutory framework for public
financial management: The Commission
recommended forming an expert group to
draft legislation to provide for a statutory
framework for sound public financial
management system. It observed that
an overarching legal fiscal framework is
required which will provide for budgeting,
accounting, and audit standards to be
followed at all levels of government.

4) Tax capacity: The Commission noted that
tax revenue is far below the estimated tax
capacity of the country. Further, India’s tax
capacity has largely remained unchanged
since the early 1990s. In contrast, tax
revenue has been rising in other emerging
markets. The Commission recommended:
(i) broadening the tax base, (ii) streamlining
tax rates, (iii) and increasing capacity and
expertise of tax administration in all tiers
of the government.

5) GST implementation: The Commission
highlighted some challenges with the
implementation of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST). These include (i) large shortfall
in collections as compared to original
forecast, (ii) high volatility in collections,
(iii) accumulation of large integrated GST
credit, (iv) glitches in invoice and input tax
matching, and (v) delay in refunds.
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Other recommendations

Financing of security-related expenditure: The
ToR of the Commission required it to examine
whether a separate funding mechanism for
defence and internal security should be set up
and if so, how it can be operationalised. In this
regard, the Commission intends to constitute an
expert group comprising representatives of the
Ministries of Defence, Home Affairs, and Finance.
The Commission noted that the Ministry of
Defence proposed following measures for this
purpose: (i) setting up of a non-lapsable fund, (ii)
levy of a cess, (iii) monetisation of surplus land
and other assets, (iv) tax-free defence bonds,
and (v) utilising proceeds of disinvestment of
defence public sector undertakings. The expert
group is expected to examine these proposals or
alternative funding mechanisms.

“MON SHUGU’ PAPER ATTRACTED PM

Why in News?

A type of paper called ‘Mon Shugu’, which has
been made in the hilly regions of Arunachal
Pradesh for centuries, got a special mention in
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s monthly radio
programme ‘Mann Ki Baat’.

About Mon Shugu:

. Locals make this paper from the bark of a
plant named ‘Shugu Sheng’, hence trees
do not have to be cut to make this paper.

. No chemical is used in making this paper,
thus, this paper is safe for the environment
and for health too.

. There was a time when this paper was
exported but with modern techniques,
large amount of paper started getting
made and this local art was pushed to the
brink of closure.

. Now a local social worker Gombu has made
an effort to rejuvenate this art, this is also
giving employment to tribal brothers and
sisters there

. Tawang is a town of Arunachal Pradesh’s
capital Itanagar where locals make ‘Mon
Shugu’ paper.

Source: The Tribune.

INDIA TO HOST INDIAN OCEAN REGION
DEFENCE MINISTERS’ CONCLAVE ON
THE SIDELINES OF AERO INDIA 2021
Why in News?

India will host Indian Ocean Region (IOR)

Defence Ministers’ Conclave on February 04,
2021 on the margins of Aero India 2021.

About

e The broad theme of the conclave will
be ‘Enhanced Peace, Security and
Cooperation in the Indian Ocean’

. The conclave is an initiative to promote
dialogue in an institutional, economic and
cooperative environment that can foster
the development of peace, stability and
prosperity in the Indian Ocean region.

. The conclave would address aspects
related to Defence Industry co-operation
amongst participating countries,
sharing of resources available in
Indian defence shipyards for design &
shipbuilding, Indian Ports with friendly
countries, Information-sharing towards
increased maritime domain awareness,
maritime surveillance and co-operation,
Humanitarian Assistance & Disaster
Relief (HADR), Marine Pollution Response
activities, Development of technologies
and capabilities for harnessing marine
resources, etc.

. The conclave will be instrumental in
realising IOR into a region of Peace,
Progress and Prosperity’ and enhancing
the co-operation and coordination among
countries of the region for sustainable
development and mutual coexistence

. India’s vision for Security and Growth for
All (SAGAR), cannot be realised without

close cooperation and engagements
amongst countries in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR).

. India is taking the lead in organizing
an international platform for the world
Aerospace and Defence (A&D) leaders to
exchange ideas and forge partnerships
towards synergizing the efforts in the A&D
sector.

Aero India:

. Aero India exhibition is organized every
alternate year.

* It is one of the major exhibition for
aerospace and defence industries with a
public air show. Aero India offers a unique
platform to the international aviation
sector to bolster business.

e Aero India 2021 is the 13th edition of
Aero India being organised at Bengaluru,
Karnataka from 03 - 05 February 2021.

. Aero India 2021 provides the opportunity
to demonstrate products to the potential
customer and investors.
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* The logo for Aero India is inspired by
the Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA).
The Tejas LCA together with its variants
is the smallest and lightest Multi-Role
Supersonic Fighter Aircraft of its class.

* The tri-coloured silhouette of the Tejas
LCA with the Ashok Chakra in the centre
is the core motif of this logo, reminiscent
of the spirit of New India.

* The defined outlines of the ‘A’ in Aero is
symbolic of a fighter jet while conveying
that Aero India is a premier global
aerospace exhibition.

Source: PIB

PRELIMINARY SURVEY SHOWS
DEPOSITS OF LITHIUM IN MANDYA
DISTRICT OF KARNATAKA

Why in News?

. Surveys on the surface and limited
subsurface by Atomic Minerals Directorate
for Exploration and Research (AMD), a
constituent unit of the Department of
Atomic Energy have shown the presence
of Lithium resources of 1,600 tonnes
(inferred category) in the pegmatites of
Marlagalla - Allapatna area, Mandya
district, Karnataka.

About:

. Lithium is a key element for new
technologies and finds its use in ceramics,
glass, telecommunication, and aerospace
industries.

e The well-known wuses of Lithium are
Lithium-ion batteries, lubricating grease,
high energy additive to rocket propellants,
optical modulators for mobile phones,
and as convertor to tritium used as a raw
material for thermonuclear reactions i.e.
fusion.

. The thermonuclear application makes
Lithium as a “Prescribed substance”
under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962 which
permits AMD for exploration of Lithium in
various geological domains of the country.

. Due to the continuously increasing
demand of Lithium-ion batteries, the
requirement of Lithium has increased
over the last few years.

. Plan for commercial exploitation of the
lithium deposits can commence after the
technical, social, and economic feasibility
studies in the area.

Source: PIB

CONSUMER WELFARE FUND

A written reply by the Union Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution,
Shri DanveRaosahebDadarao in Lok Sabha
has been given regarding the same in Budget
Session.

About Consumer Welfare Fund:

The government has set up the Consumer
Welfare Fund (CWF) to promote and protect the
welfare of the consumers, under the Central
Goods and Services Tax(CGST) Act, 1917.

It has worked successfully under the extant
Consumer Welfare Fund(CWF) Guidelines, 2019
and achieved the objective for which it has been
set up.

The Government has not revised these
guidelines, except during the Covid-19 period.

The Government has taken the following other
steps to promote and protect the welfare of
the consumers by creating awareness and
strengthening consumer movements in the
country:

1) A Pan-India consumer awareness
campaign “JagoGrahakJago” through
print, electronic, outdoor, and social media
through various agencies/ organizations/
Ministries.

2) Participation in various fairs/festivals/
events to generate awareness among the
consumers living in rural and backward
areas of the country.

3) Providing grant-in-aid to States/UTs to
generate awareness in regional languages.

4) Dissemination of consumer awareness
messages through social media.

S) Celebration of World Consumer Rights
Day/National Consumer Day.

6) Bureau of Indian Standard (BIS) Mobile
Care App.

7) The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 (CP
Act 2019) has been implemented w.e.f.
20th July 2020.

8) The new Act covers e-commerce
transactions, it allows electronic filing of
complaints, hearing, and/or examining

parties through video-conferencing
for procedural ease and reduces
inconvenience.

9) Consumer awareness programs are

organized through the network of BIS
Offices across the country for promotingthe
concept of standardization, certification
and quality consciousness among
consumers as well as manufacturers.
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. BIS has a full-fledged department,
namely the Complaints Management and
Enforcement Department.

Source: PIB

PM INAUGURATES ‘CHAURI CHAURA’
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

Syllabus Section: History

Why in News?

Chauri Chaura’ Centenary Celebrations at
Chauri Chaura, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh
has been inaugurated by Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi on 4th Feb 2021.

. The Prime Minister also released a postal
stamp dedicated to the Chauri Chaura
centenary event.

. The day marks 100 years of the ‘Chauri
Chaura’ incident, a landmark event in
India’s fight for independence.

About:

* The incident happened hundred years ago
in Chauri Chaura, Gorakhpur District of
UP.

. In this, a large group of protesters
participating in the Non-cooperation
movement clashed with police who opened
fire.

. In retaliation the demonstrators attacked
and set fire to a police station, killing all of
its occupants.

. The UP government has planned a year of
celebrations in all 75 districts of the state
in the memory of the martyrs.

. Mahatma Gandhi, who was strictly against
violence, halted the mnon-co-operation
movement on the national level on 12
February 1922, as a direct result of this
incident.

KALIVELI WETLANDS
Syllabus Section: Environment

Why in News?
Move to declare Kaliveli wetlands a sanctuary:
first declaration issued.

About :

. The Villupuram district administration
has released the first declaration under
the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 with an
aim to declare Kaliveli wetlands a bird
sanctuary.

. Kaliveli is the second-largest brackish
water lake in South India after Pulicat
Lake.

. This declaration has been issued under
Section 18 of the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972 by the District Administration.

. This decision will enhance the conservation
activities in the wetland.

. As per a 2004 assessment of BirdLife
International and the Indian Bird
Conservation Network, Kaliveli Lake
supports more than 20,000 birds each
year.

. The wetland is a feeding ground for long-
distance migrant birds from the cold
subarctic regions of Siberia and Central
Asia.

. Migratory birds coming to the lake are
Eurasian Curlew, Black-tailed Godwits,
Ruff, White Stork, and Dublin.

. It is located near to the Marakkanam on
the East Coast Road of Kaliveli Lake.

Source: PIB

THE COLOMBO PORT SETBACK FOR
INDIA

Syllabus Section: International Matters

Why in News?

. After strong opposition from trade unions
across the country, Sri Lanka has
unilaterally pulled out ofa 2019 agreement
with India and Japan for developing the
strategic East Container Terminal (ECT)
at the Colombo Port.

Background:

. In 2019, India and Sri Lanka signed
a memorandum of understanding for
“co-operation on economic projects”.
The development and operation of the
container terminal was one of the projects
in the MoU.

. India had roped Japan into at least two
of the projects listed in the MoU - the
ECT, and an LNG Terminal/Floating
Storage Regasification Unit (FSRU) in
Kerawalapitiya/Colombo with a piped
gas distribution system along with retail
outlets for CNG etc — believing this would
ensure the project comes through.

. As per a Memorandum of Co-operation
signed bythepreviousMaithripalaSirisena-
Ranil Wickremesinghe administration, the
Sri Lanka Ports Authority would have 100
per cent ownership of the ECT.

www.edenias.com



NEWS IMPULSE

EDEN IAS - Educational Development & Enrichment Network

The Terminal Operations Company (TOC)
conducting all East Container Terminal
operations was to be jointly owned, with
Sri Lanka retaining a 51% stake, and the
joint venture partners 49%, according to
a statement by the Ports and Shipping
Ministry at the time.

Issue:

Although India and Sri Lanka have
seemingly friendly ties and much cultural
affinity and people-to-people contact,
the relationship is complex — and the
majority Sinhala-Buddhist public opinion
is layered with the memory of Indian
intervention in the ethnic conflict.

Unlike Chinese projects, big projects by
India have always faced opposition in Sri
Lanka.

Sinhala-Buddhist politicians either ride
such opposition opportunistically when
it suits them, sometimes using this as
a pretext over the real reason, or are
reluctant to go counter to the public
sentiment for fear of being attacked for
surrendering to India.

For this reason, India had roped Japan
into at least two of the projects listed in
the MoU - the ECT, and an LNG Terminal/
Floating Storage Regasification Unit
(FSRU) in Kerawalapitiya/Colombo with a
piped gas distribution system along with
retail outlets for CNG, etc — believing this
would ensure the project comes through.
However, the old relationship between Sri
Lanka and Japan has undergone changes
as China’s footprint over Colombo has
grown.

Just before the 2020 elections, port
workers striking against the agreement
ended their protest only after (now Prime
Minister) Mahinda Rajapaksa assured
them that there would be no Indian
involvement in the port.

Source: The Indian Express

ASI

UNEARTHS ANCIENT TEMPLE

FLOOR NEAR SUKA-SARI COMPLEX IN
BHUBANESWAR

Why in News?

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) officers
in Odisha have written to the organization’s
director normal and sought an inquiry into
demolitions by Bhubaneswar Growth Authority
(BDA) across the 12th century Lingaraj temple.

About:

ASI, is the custodian of the Lingaraj
shrine, which is protected under the
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act (AMASR Act).
Under AMASR Act, the 100-metre space
surrounding a monument is said a
prohibited zone.

Other 200 metres within the periphery

a regulated space for Dbuilding,
reconstruction, repairs and renovation
work.

Any building or restore work in that
periphery requires permission from the
Nationwide Monument Authority and ASI.

Lingraj Temple:

Built during the 11th century AD. The
temple has been described as “One of the
finest examples of purely Hindu Temple in
India” by noted critic and historian James
Fergusson (1808-1886).

The temple marks the culmination of
the temple architecture in Bhubaneswar
which was the cradle of the Kalinga School
of Temple Architecture. The sprawling
temple complex has one hundred and fifty
subsidiary shrines.

The temple can broadly be divided into four
main halls. The Garba Griha (Sanctum
Sanctorum), the Yojana Mandapa (the hall
for prayers) the Natya Mandapa (dance
and music hall), and the Bhoga Mandapa
(where devotees can have the Prasad
(offering) of the Lord)

The exquisite carvings depicting chores of
daily life, the activity centers, apart from
being a place of worship makes the temple
a place for social and cultural gathering,
somewhat like a modern community
center.

Lingaraj is referred to as ‘Swayambhu”
— (self-originated Shivling). Another
important aspect of the temple is that it
signifies the syncretization of Shaivism
and Vaishnavism sects in Odisha.

The other attraction of the temple is the
Bindusagar Lake, located in the north
side of the temple.

Source: The Indian Express
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MYANMAR’S MILITARY COUP

Syllabus Section: International Affairs

What is the news?

Myanmar’s military staged a coup
detaining de facto leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and declaring it had taken control of
the country for one year under a state of
emergency.

The intervention came with rising tensions
between the military, which ruled the
country for nearly five decades, and the
civilian government over allegations of
fraud in November’s elections.

The military had signaled its intentions
to seize power to settle its claims of
irregularities in the polls, which Suu Kyi’s
party won easily.

How was the coup carried out?

The military detained the leaders of the
governing NLD party and Myanmar’s
civilian leadership, including Suu Kyi and
President Win Myint, along with various
ministers and even the opposition.

The military quickly seized control of
the country’s infrastructure, suspending
most television broadcasts and canceling
all domestic and international flights,
according to reports.

Telephone and internet access was
suspended in major cities.

The stock market and commercial banks
were closed, and long lines were seen
outside ATMs in some places.

In Yangon, the country’s largest city and
former capital, residents ran to markets to
stock up on food and other supplies.

Aung San Suu Kyi

Suu Kyi came to power as state councilor
in 2016 after the country’s first fully
democratic vote in decades.

Her ascension to leadership was seen
as a critical moment in the transition of
Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, to
democracy from military dictatorship.
Suu Kyi, the daughter of the country’s
independence hero General Aung San,
spent more than 15 years under house
arrest.

Her time 1n detention made her an
international icon, and she was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991.

. Since her release, her reputation has been
tarnished by her cooperation with the
military and her deadly campaign against
the Rohingya, a Muslim ethnic minority
group.

India’s response

* Indiais “deeply concerned” with the return
to military rule, which is a repeat of events
thirty years ago.

* It sees only the option to engage, building
on its outreach in recent years via the
security and defense establishment.

. India seeks a more pragmatic approach,
engaging the military while pushing
for more freedoms and democracy in
Myanmar.

Source: The Hindu

PM SVANIDHI SCHEME: MOU WITH
ZOMATO

Syllabus Section: Indian Economy

Why in news?

. As a part of Prime Minister Street Vendor’s
AtmaNibhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) Scheme,
MoHUA entered into MoU with Zomato,
one of the largest online platforms for
ordering and delivery of food in India, to
onboard street food vendors on its food-
tech platform.

* This will give street food vendors online
access to thousands of consumers and
help these vendors grow their businesses.

o Further, MoHUA launched the Mobile
Application for PMSVANidhi se Samriddhi-
Socio-economic profiling of PM SVANidhi
beneficiaries and their families to link
them to various Central Government
Schemes

About

. Covid-19 pandemic has restricted
consumers from stepping out and forced
them to follow physical distancing norms.

. In the given scenario it is important
to connect Street Food Vendors with
technology-enabled platforms to help
them grow their business, thus helping
them gain financially.
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In a first of its kind initiative, MoHUA
entered into an MoU with Swiggy on
October 5, 2020, and it is now joining
hands with Zomato to empower Street
Food Vendors with digital technology
and facilitate greater income-earning
opportunities by being present on a
popular food-tech platform.

MoHUA has coordinated with the key
stakeholders including Municipal
Corporations, fssai, Zomato and GST
officials to ensure that street food vendors
are facilitated in completing the necessary
prerequisites for this initiative.

Under the MoU, initially MoHUA and
Zomato will run a pilot program by on-
boarding 300 vendors across six cities
namely - Bhopal, Ludhiana, Nagpur,
Patna, Raipur, Vadodara.

The street vendors will be helped with
PAN and fssai registration, training on
technology/ partner app usage, menu
digitization and pricing, hygiene and
packaging best practices.

Upon the successful completion of the
pilot, MoHUA and Zomato plan to expand
this initiative across the country in
phases.

PMSVANidhi

A mobile application under PMSVANidhi
se Samriddhi was launched today to
assist city officials to conduct door to
door data collection. MoHUA launched
the program PMSVANidhi se Samriddhi—
socio-economic profiling of PM SVANidhi
beneficiaries and their families in 125
select cities, on 4th January 2021, as an
additional component of the PMSVANidhi
Scheme.

This mobile application is available on
Google Play store. The application will
enable ULB field functionaries to conduct
the socio-economic profiling activity even
without any internet connection as well.
Quality Council of India- implementing
partner for this program, partnered with
MoHUA to develop this mobile application.
The program aims to map the socio-
economic profile of the PM SVANidhi
beneficiaries and their families, assess
their potential eligibility for various
Central welfare schemes and facilitate
the linkages to these schemes, for their
holistic development and socio-economic
upliftment.

. As on February 4th, 2021, data collection
of over 95,000 PMSVANidhi beneficiaries
along with their 50, 000 family members
is done.

. First batch of Camps are ongoing in the
select cities (1st to 6th February 2021)
to facilitate linkages of PM SVANidhi
beneficiaries and their families to eligible
Central Schemes.

Source: PIB

KERALA TO OPEN ITS FIRST HUMAN
MILK BANK

Syllabus Section: Events related to current
issues

Why in news?

° The Health Minister of Kerala will open the
state’s first Human Milk Bank, a state-
of-art facility, at the Ernakulam General
Hospital on February 5, 2021.

. The Human Milk Bank which has been set
up with the support of the Rotary Club of
Cochin Global will ensure the breast milk
for the newborn babies in the hospital,
who are not being breastfed by their own
mothers who may be deceased or sick or
because of the insufficient production of
the breast milk.

. Although, approx. 3600 babies are born
in the general hospital in a year, around
600 to 1000 babies are admitted into the
newborn intensive care unit- NICU. The
concept of Human Milk Bank had come
to India almost 32 years back, however,
Kerala did not have a milk bank till now.

Bringing Human Milk Bank to Kerala:

. The Rotary Club of Cochin Global took the
responsibility of bringing the project to
Kerala with two such breast milk banks-
one at Ernakulam and the other at the
Jubilee Medical Mission

Hospital at Thrissur.

. Providing the low-birth-weight premature
babies, whose mothers are not able to
provide sufficient milk or the babies who
are separated from their mothers because
of many reasons, with the pasteurized
breast milk from the bank will help in
reducing the risk of infections and will
boost their immunity.
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About

. The bank will consist of refrigerators,
pasteurization units, RO plants, deep
freezers, computers, and sterilizing
equipment. It has been set up at the cost
of Rs. 35 lakh.

. All the safety protocols, procedures for
preserving, collecting, and providing milk
to needy children will be ensured as per
the guidelines by the government.

*  The collected milk for babies can be stored
up to 6 months safely in the bank if needed
before it is given to an infant.

*  The milk, in the beginning, will be provided
free of cost to only the babies who are
admitted to the neonatal intensive care
unit of the hospital.

. The donors of the milk will be the mothers
from the hospital who delivered their
babies there. The hospital will also have
their health statistics.

. The mothers with the excess milk will be
encouraged to participate in the cause to
save the lives of other newly born babies.

. The Indian Medical Association- IMA
along with the Indian Association of
Paediatricians also provided a trained
nursing staff for operating the milk bank
at the hospital in Kerala.

Source: The Hindu

’SWITCH DELHI’ CAMPAIGN TO
PROMOTE ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Syllabus section: Polity and Governance/
Environment

Why in news

Delhi Government recently launched the
‘Switch Delhi’ campaign to promote electric
vehicles and appealed to people to buy such
vehicles to combat pollution in the city and the
government will hire only electric vehicles for
various purposes in the next six weeks.

About

. Government asked delivery chains and big
companies, resident welfare associations,
market associations, malls, and cinema
halls to promote electric vehicles and set
up charging stations at their premises.

. It also appealed to the youth to buy an
electric vehicle as their first vehicle to
make the campaign a mass movement.

. “In the ‘Switch Delhi’ campaign, awareness
will be created about the benefits of
electric vehicles and how it can contribute
to making Delhi clean and pollution-free.

. It appeals to people to take part in the
campaign to promote the replacement of
polluting petrol and diesel vehicles with
electric vehicles and make a contribution
towards a pollution-free Delhi.

. Under its electric vehicle policy, the
Delhi government has planned extensive
subsidies on the purchase of electric
two-wheelers and four-wheelers, besides
waiving road tax and registration charges.

o More than 6,000 electric vehicles have
been purchased since the policy launch
in August 2020. The government has also
issued tenders for setting up 100 charging
stations across the city.

. The government has fixed an ambitious
target of 25 percent electric vehicles
among total vehicle registrations in Delhi
by 2024.

Source: The Hindu

RELIANCE INDUSTRY GETS WORLD’S
FIRST ‘CARBON-NEUTRAL’ OIL FROM
UsS

Syllabus Section: Environment and Ecology/
Economy

Why in news?

. Reliance has sourced the world’s first
consignment of ‘carbon-neutral oil’ from
the United States. The move comes as
the company looks to become a net zero-
carbon company by 2035.

. The US supplier said in a statement
that Reliance got 2 million barrels of
the consignment. The Oxy Low Carbon
Ventures (OLCV), which is a division of
US oil major Occidental had delivered the
carbon-neutral oil to Reliance.

. Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance operates the
world’s largest single-location oil refining
complex at Jamnagar in Gujarat with a
capacity of 68.2 million tonnes a year.

How will the oil be carbon-neutral?

* The Oxy Low Carbon Ventures and
Macquarie will offset carbon dioxide
equivalent to that associated with the
production, delivery and refining of the
crude oil and the use of the resulting
product through the retirement of carbon
offset credits.
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. This will make the oil ‘carbon-neutral’.

. Reliance has sourced the world’s first
consignment of ‘carbon-neutral oil’ from
the United States. The move comes as
the company looks to become a net zero-
carbon company by 2035.

e The US supplier said in a statement
that Reliance got 2 million barrels of
consignment. The Oxy Low Carbon
Ventures (OLCV), which is a division of
US oil major Occidental had delivered the
carbon-neutral oil to Reliance.

Key Highlights

. A Very Large Crude Carrier (VLCC) Sea
Pearl containing the carbon-neutral
oil unloaded the cargo at Jamnagar on
January 28.

. The Oxy Low Carbon Ventures stated that
the oil was produced in the US Permian
Basin by Occidental and delivered to
Reliance in India.

. Macquarie had arranged and structured
the bundled offset supply and retirement.

. The transaction is a first step in the
creation of a new market for climate-
differentiated crude oil.

. It is also an immediate executable solution
that helps promote investments in longer-
term, industrial-scale decarbonization
strategies.

It will also bridge the development of a
further differentiated petroleum product,
net-zero oil, which will mark a major step
towards fulfilling Occidental’s net-zero
ambitions and commitment to addressing
climate change.

. The net-zero oil will be developed
through the capture and sequestration
of atmospheric CO2 via industrial-scale
direct air capture (DAC) facilities and
geological sequestration.

Background

. Reliance had in July 2020 unveiled the
plans to turn Reliance into a net carbon
zero company by 2035.

. This can be done by adopting new
technologies to convert its carbon dioxide
emissions into wuseful products and
chemicals.

. Occidental, on the other hand, is the first
US-based international energy company
to announce an ambition to achieve net-
zero GHG emissions associated with the
use of its products by 2050.

. The company has been using carbon-
dioxide in its enhanced oil recovery
operations in the Permian Basin for over
40 years.

Source: Economic times

GEOTHERMAL POWER PROJECT
Syllabus section: Geography

Why in news?
The first geothermal power project of India will
be established at Puga village of eastern Ladakh.

About:

. In the first phase of the pilot project, one
megawatt (MW) power generation capacity
will be generated.

. India’s first-ever geothermal power project,
known as Geothermal Field Development
Project is planned to commission by the
end of 2022. The tripartite MOU was
signed between ONGC Energy, LAHDC,
Leh, and the Power Department of UT
Ladakh.

. In the first phase, the pilot project
implemented by the ONGC-OEC will
explore within the depth of 500 meters
and it is planned to supply 24 hours free
power to 10 neighboring villages that are
not connected with the northern grid for
power supply.

. The second Phase is proposed for deeper
and lateral exploration of geothermal
reservoirs by drilling the optimal number
of wells and setting up of a higher capacity
demo plant in Ladakh. The second phase
will be the Research and Development
stage or demonstration of the project.

. In the third phase, it is planned to promote
joint ventures and commercial projects.
Puga is a place where it is uncovered
with a potential of more than 100 MW of
geothermal energy.

Source: News on Air
GLACIAL LAKE BURST OR AVALANCHE

Syllabus section: Geography and disaster
management

Why in News?

A glacial lake burst, a cloud burst or an
avalanche, the impact of climate change or
“development” — scientists are not sure what
triggered the sudden surge of water near
Chamoli in Uttarakhand Sunday morning
that briefly raised fears of a repeat of the 2013
disaster in the state.
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About glacial lake burst:

. A GLOF is a type of outburst flood that
occurs when the dam containing a glacial
lake fails.

o An event similar to a GLOF, where a
body of water contained by a glacier
melts or overflows the glacier, is called a
Jokulhlaup.

. The dam can consist of glacier ice or a
terminal moraine.

. Failure can happen due to erosion, a
buildup of water pressure, an avalanche
of rock or heavy snow, an earthquake,
volcanic eruptions under the ice, or a
glacier collapses into it.

Retreating glaciers

. Retreating glaciers, like several in the
Himalayas, usually result in the formation
of lakes at their tips, called proglacial
lakes, often bound only by sediments and
boulders.

. If the boundaries of these lakes are
breached, it can lead to large amounts of
water rushing down to nearby streams
and rivers, gathering momentum on the
way by picking up sediments, rocks, and
other material, and resulting in flooding
downstream.

Source: Indian Express

NITI AAYOG ORDERS STUDY ON
‘ECONOMIC IMPACT’ OF JUDICIAL
DECISIONS

Syllabus section: Polity

Why in News?

Government think tank NITI Aayog has asked
Jaipur-headquartered research organization
Consumer Unity and Trust Society (CUTS)
International to conduct a study on the
“economic impact” of various judgments
delivered by the Supreme Court, the high courts,
and quasi-judicial bodies such as the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) and the “judicial activism”
of such courts and tribunals, according to
documents

Objective:

Narrative building for sensitizing the judiciary
on the economic impact of their decisions” and
the findings will be used as a “training input for
judges of commercial courts, NGT, HCs, SC

Highlights:
* Judicial decisions have far-reaching
economic impacts that are often not

taken into account at the time of decision
making.

e The absence of ex-ante analysis of the
economic costs associated with a decision
is further exacerbated when judicial
activism by courts and tribunals is also in
play.

* The study is to do an objective cost-benefit
analysis of the economic impact of the
decisions.

. The study is also a part of the larger
umbrella project undertaken by NITI
Aayog under which it wants to establish a
judicial performance index, which would
measure the performance of judges at
district courts and subordinate levels, as
per senior government official.

The five judgment include:

. Economic impact of the ban imposed by
the SC in March 2019 on the construction
of a greenfield airport at Mopa, Goa.

. SC’s February 2018 ban on iron ore
mining in Goa.

. NGT ban on sand mining in the Yamuna
river in Gautam Buddha Nagar in the year
2013.

= SC ban on construction of buildings in
Delhi and National Capital Region

. SC’s decision to reject the opening of
Vedanta’s Sterlite copper plant.

Source: Indian Express

SRIVILLIPUTHUR-MEGAMALAI -
TIGER RESERVE IN TN

Syllabus section: Environment and Ecology

Why in News?

The National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) has approved the creation of the fifth
tiger reserve in Tamil Nadu.

STH

About:

. The tiger reserve will surround the
Meghamalai and the Srivilliputhur
Grizzled Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuaries
within it.

* The approval was given in the backdrop
of the demand by the environmental
activists.

. The activists were demanding the
creation of a tiger reserve linking the
two sanctuaries in the adjoining areas of
Periyar Tiger Reserve in Kerala.

. They also demand to connect the
tiger reserve with the Tirunelveli
Wildlife Sanctuary and the Kalakkad

Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve.
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e The environmentalists seek to make a
contiguous corridor for the tigers to move.

. The tiger reserve will spread to 1.48
lakh hectares of land comprising of
the Srivilliputhur Grizzled Squirrel
Wildlife Sanctuary, Meghamalai Wildlife
Sanctuary, and Tirunelveli Wildlife
Sanctuary.

Srivilliputhur Wildlife Sanctuary

. It is also known as the Grizzled Squirrel
Wildlife Sanctuary (GSWS).

. The sanctuary was established in the year
1988 with the objective of protecting the
Near-threatened grizzled giant squirrel.

. It is bordered by the Periyar Tiger Reserve
in the southwest.

* The sanctuary is also called one of the
best-preserved forests lying south of the
Palghat Gap.

Source: The Hindu

TIANWEN-1
Syllabus section: science and tech

Why in news?

China’s Tianwen-1 space probe has sent back
its first image of Mars. The image was released
by the China National Space Administration
(CNSA)

About:

* TheMars probe sent back a black and white
photo, which shows geological features
of Mars including the Schiaparelli crater
and the Valles Marineris, a vast stretch of
canyons on the Martian surface.

. The photo was taken about 2.2 million
kilometers from Mars, as per the China
National Space Administration.

The Tianwen-1 Mission:

. It will lift off on a Long March 5 rocket,
from the Wenchang launch center.

. It will carry 13 payloads (seven orbiters
and six rovers) that will explore the planet.

o It is an all-in-one orbiter, lander and rover
system.

. Orbiter: It is a spacecraft designed to
orbit a celestial body (astronomical body)
without landing on its surface.

. Lander: It is a strong, lightweight
spacecraft structure, consisting of a base
and three sides “petals” in the shape of
a tetrahedron (pyramid-shaped). It is a
protective “shell” that houses the rover
and protects it, along with the airbags,
from the forces of impact.

. Rover: It is a planetary surface exploration
device designed to move across the solid
surface on a planet or other planetary-
mass celestial bodies.

Source: Space.com

400 CRORE INVESTMENT IN
FISHERIES SECTOR

Syllabus section: economy

Why in News?

The Union Fisheries Minister Giriraj Singh
announced on February 7, 2021, that an
investment of 400 crores will be made in Goa to
make this state a fisheries hub of India.

GOA’S

About:

. Goa has the potential to become the
fisheries hub of the country.

. Sea cage culture will be promoted in Goa.

. It will lead to an increase in the export of
fishes from the state. To be started with
1000 cages, along with the state’s fisheries
department.

e The amount will be used to revive the

fisheries industry and it will also ensure

safe fishing.

As per the plan, 30 fish landing jetties will

be created in order for the fishermen to

anchor their boats near their villages.

* The jetties would also be linked to the
mainstream by constructing roads.

. Goa has nine landing jetties already that
are used for fishing and tourism purposes.

. Further, the central government will also
be appointing” Sagar Mitra” for all the 70
fishing villages in Goa.

* The Sagar Mitra would help fishermen to
communicate with the government.

Source: Livemint

YUDH ABHYAS
Syllabus section: internal security

Why in news?

The 16th edition of ‘Yudh Abhyas’, India-US
joint military exercise has begun in Rajasthan.
The drill has come days after the air forces of
France and India held a 5-day joint exercise in
Rajasthan in January 2021.

Objective:

The joint military exercise near the India-
Pakistan border aims at enhancing the
interoperability and cooperation between the
two armies. It will also be focusing on counter-
terrorism operations under the United Nations
mandate.
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Importance:

. The exercise with the United States Army
is significant in terms of the security
challenges that are faced by both India
and the US in the backdrop of global
terrorism.

. It will enhance the level of defence
cooperation between the armies which
will foster bilateral relations between both
countries.

. The military exercise will also reiterate
India’s role as a key partner in the Indo-
Pacific region.

. The exercise at this time will also be
significant in the backdrop of recent
developments on the Northern borders.

*  The military exercise between two powerful
nations will convey their strategic postures
as well as an enhanced upward trajectory
in India-US relations.

Source: PIB

WORLD’S FIRST ENERGY ISLAND
Syllabus section: Geography

Why in News?

Denmark recently approved a plan of
constructing the world’s first energy field island
in the North Sea. The energy island will be
producing and storing enough green energy
for covering the electricity needs of 3 million
European households.

About:

o The artificial island in the North Sea,
which is in its initial phase, will be the
size of 18 football fields.

. It will be linked to hundreds of offshore
wind turbines and will be supplying power
to the households and green hydrogen for
use in aviation, shipping, industry, and
heavy transport.

*  The move of building an energy island has
come as the European Union unveiled
plans of transforming its electricity system
to rely mainly on renewable energy within
a decade and for increasing its offshore
wind capacity 25-fold by the year 2050.

* The energy island in the North Sea will be
costing around 210 billion Danish crowns
($33.9 billion). It will be located 80 kms
off the west coast of Denmark and its
surrounding wind turbines will have an
initial capacity of 3 gigawatts.

. The island will be operational around
20338.

. The energy island in the North Sea is a
significant part of Denmark’s legally
binding target of cutting greenhouse
gas emissions by 70% by 2030 from
1990 levels. It is one of the world’s most
ambitious targets.

Source: Economic times

HOPE: UAE’S MARS MISSION
Syllabus section: science and tech

Why in News?

The United Arab Emirates’ first mission to Mars
entered the orbit of the red planet on Tuesday,
seven months after the Emirati-built ‘Hope
Probe’ was launched from Tanegashima in
Japan. With this, the UAE has become the fifth
country after the US, Russia, China, the EU,
and India, to reach the Martian orbit.

About:

. First announced in July 2014, the
Emirates Mars Mission was developed and
operated by the Mohammed Bin Rashid
Space Centre in collaboration with the
University California, Berkeley, Arizona
State University and the University of
Colorado-Boulder in the United States.

* In July 2020, it was launched from the
Tanegashima Space Centre in Japan
aboard a Mitsubishi Heavy Industries’ H-II
A rocket and its launch became the 45th
for H-II A. Carrying three instruments,
including a high-resolution camera and
a spectrometer, the spacecraft is on an
orbital mission to collect data on Martian
climate dynamics and help scientists
understand why Mars’s atmosphere is
decaying into space.

. Hope is the UAE’s fourth space mission
and first interplanetary one.

. Once it is successfully able to reach the
planet, it will start orbiting the planet. Its
overall mission life is one Martian year,
which is about 687 days on Earth.

What is the objective of the mission?

* The primary objective of the mission is
to study Martian weather dynamics. By
correlating the lower atmosphere and
upper atmosphere conditions, the probe
will look into how weather changes the
escape of hydrogen and oxygen into space.

* By measuring how much hydrogen and
oxygen is spilling into space, scientists
will be able to look into why Mars lost so
much of its early atmosphere and liquid
water.
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. Al-Amal will be the first “true weather
satellite” orbiting around the planet. But
the UAE also wants the mission to inspire
the country’s youth to take up careers in
the sciences.

e The government also hopes that the
mission will boost the UAE’s science and
technology sector.

How did the Hope Probe swing into orbit
around Mars?

In order to be captured by Mars’ gravity, the
spacecraft had to pull off an intricate braking
manoeuvre known as the Mars Orbit Insertion
(MOI) to slow down its speed considerably. It was
approaching the planet at over 120,000km/h
(relative to the Sun) and had to execute a
27-minute burn on its braking engines so that
it could avoid the risk of missing its orbit or
getting lost in deep space.

Source: Indian Express
UNITED STATES TO RE-JOIN UNHRC
Syllabus section: International relation

Why in News?

The US will rejoin the UNHRC three years
after the former US President Donald Trump
withdrew from the global body.

Background:

. Donald Trump withdrew from the world
body’s main human rights because of its
disproportionate focus on Israel.

. Israel had received the largest number
of critical council resolutions so far with
respect to any other country.

. So, the Trump administration discussed
the issue with the body’s membership.

. The members include Cuba, China,
Russia, Eritrea and Venezuela. All these
countries have been accused of human
rights abuses.

What will be the US’s role once it returns to

the council?

* Washington will be returning to the
council as a nonvoting observer and the
full membership will be assessed later in
2021.

. According to US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, in the immediate term, the
country will engage with the Council as an
observer. In that capacity, it will have an
opportunity to speak in the Human Rights
Council, participate in negotiations as well
as partner with others for resolutions.

. The return of the US to the council has
come after the nations facing widespread
criticism for the human rights violation
tried to influence how the Council assesses
wrongdoings.

About UN Human Rights Council (UNHCR)

. UNHRC is an inter-governmental body
within the UN system.

* The agency is involved in strengthening
the promotion and protection of human
rights across the world.

. It looks after the situations of human
rights violations and recommends on the
situations.

. The council was created in the year 2006
by the UN General Assembly Resolution
60/251.

. The first session of the council took
place in 2006 three months after its
establishment.

. The agency is involved in discussing all
the thematic human rights issues.

e The UNHRC was created after replacing
the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights (UNCHR).

e The council comprises of the 47 UN
Member States. The member states are
elected by the UNGA by a direct and secret
ballot.

Source: Times of India

FORMATION AND
OF 10,000 FARMER
ORGANIZATIONS (FPOS)

Syllabus Section: Economy

PROMOTION
PRODUCE

Why in news?

In a bid to transform agriculture into a
sustainable enterprise through farmer producer
organisations (FPOs), the central government
has proposed to form and promote 10,000 new
FPOs in the country with budgetary provision of
Rs 6,865 crore.

About:

. Formation and promotion of FPOs is the
first step for converting Krishi (farmer) into
“Atmanirbhar Krishi”, which will enhance
cost-effective production and productivity
and higher net incomes to the member of
the FPO.

. The move would also help improve rural
economy and create job opportunities for
rural youths in the villages themselves.
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. FPOs will be developed in produce clusters,
wherein agricultural and horticultural
produces are grown or cultivated, for
leveraging economies of scale and
improving market access for members.

Benefits of the scheme:

* The scheme has been launched because
the agriculture sector plays a crucial role
in economic development and Nation
building. The country is also be at the
forefront in the development of agriculture
across the world.

. Further, India wants to double
agricultural export by 2022.

. But, more than 86% of farmers in India
are small and marginal. They need the
facilities of improved technology, better
input, credit, and more markets in order
to incentivize them. It would help them to
produce the better quality commodity.

. Thus, ifthese small, marginal, and landless
farmers are aggregated into FPOs, it
would help them to enhance the economic
strength & market linkages of farmers.
This in turn will help in enhancing their
income.

its

Source: Business today

KARNATAKA  DIGITAL
MISSION (KDEM)

Syllabus Section: Economy

Why in News?

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister announced
that Karnataka Digital Economy Mission
(KDEM) will be creating around 10 lakh jobs in
the state by the year 2025.

ECONOMY

About:

* These jobs will be created in the
Information Technology (IT) sector for the
unemployed youths in the state.

. The Karnataka Digital Economy Mission
(KDEM) aims to increase the contribution
of GSDP to the digital economy by
30 percent and launch the ‘Beyond
Bengaluru’ report.

*  Government would also focus on reducing
the rural-urban divide by establishing
the necessary infrastructure to improve
connectivity, provide power round the
clock and strengthen the digital economy,
even in remote parts of the state.

. S1 percent stake in industries have been
allowed in order to make this office more
industry-friendly.

. While 49 percent of the stake has been
kept with the government.

* The government will act as a facilitator in
the “Karnataka digital economy mission
office” rather than an authority.

KDEM is founded on a public-private partnership
model, where industry organizations such
as NASSCOM, The Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India (Assocham),
India Electronics and Semiconductor
Association (IESA), and Vision Group Startup-
holds 51 percent stake.

Source: Economic times
WORLD’S SMALLEST REPTILE
Syllabus section: environment and ecology

Why in News?

A chameleon discovered in the island country
of Madagascar by scientists from Germany and
Madagascar may be the world’s smallest adult
reptile. The discovery has been reported in the
journal Scientific Reports.

About:

. The team found one male and one female
of the species, named Brookesia nana,
during an expedition in 2012.

e The male has a length (snout to vent) of
13.5 mm and a total length of 21.6 mm
when the tail is included.

. Previously, the chameleon species
Brookesia Micra was thought to be the
smallest.

. Itis the smallest species among the 11,500
known species of reptiles. This has been
stated by the Bavarian State Collection of
Zoology in Munich

. The chameleon is tiny enough to perch
comfortably on a fingertip

. Brookesia Micra lives on less than two
square kilometers

o It, however, has the same world-weary
expression as its larger cousins around
the world.

Source: Indian express

NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE FOR
MAKHANA

Syllabus section: economy

Why in news?

Union Minister of Agriculture informed Lok
Sabha about National Research Centre for
Makhana.
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About:

ICAR-National Research Centre (NRC)
for Makhana, Darbhanga (Bihar) was
sanctioned by the Department of
Agricultural Research & Education, Govt.
of India, as a new scheme during the 9th
Five Year Plan period (1997-2002) for
Conservation, Research & Development of
the Makhana crop.

However, during the 10th plan period
(2002-2007), the NRC for Makhana
was merged and brought under the
administrative control of ICAR-Research
Complex for Eastern Region (RCER),
Patna, without changing the mandate.
Darbhanga in particular and Mithila, in
general, is the major Makhana producing
region in the country.

About Makhana:

In India, makhana cultivation takes place
mainly in West Bengal, Bihar, Manipur,
Tripura, Assam, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and UP.

But, Bihar alone is the largest producer
of Makhana with 90 percent of overall
production across the world.

It belongs to the Nymphaeaceae family.

It is a perennial plant.

It grows in stagnant water like ponds,
swamps, and wetlands in the tropical
climatic areas very much similar to the
lotus.

Source: PIB
NATIONAL MONSOON MISSION

Syllabus section: science and tech

Developing and running of high-resolution
models for giving forecast in all scales
Translating science to service and its
itdelivery to society

Improving and acquiring the required
infrastructure

About:

These models include models for short-
range to medium range (1-10 days),
extended-range (10days to 30 days) and
seasonal (up to one season).

The models developed under the National
Monsoon Mission (NMM) have shown very
high skill in predicting important weather
events on different time scales during the
last 3years.

Following are the targets of the Monsoon
Mission:

Development of a seamless prediction
system using monsoon mission model,
on different time scales, like Seasonal (for
whole Monsoon season), Extended range
(up-to 4 weeks), Short range prediction
(up-to Sdays).

Initiate and coordinate working
partnership between Indian and foreign
institutes to develop a system for prediction
of extremes and climate applications
Develop and implement system for climate
applications having social impacts (such
as agriculture, flood forecast, extreme
events forecast, wind energy,etc.)
Advanced data assimilation system for
preparing high quality data for model
predictions.

Source: PIB

MAJOR PORT AUTHORITIES BILL 2020

Why in News?
Syllabus section: Polity

Under the Monsoon Mission, Ministry has
developed state-of-the-art weather and climate
prediction models, which are now in operational
use.

Why in news?

The “Major Ports Authorities Bill, 2020” was
passed in the Rajya Sabha on February 10,
2021. The bill was passed using the ballot
votes. 84 votes were in favor while 44 votes were
against it.

Objective:

. The overall objective of NMM is to improve
the monsoon prediction over India on all
time scales and hence it is implemented About:
for the whole country which includes all «  The Bill aims to provide for the regulation,
the States and UTs. operation and planning of Major Ports

. Augmentation of observations and their in India and to vest the administration,
assimilation into weather and climate control and management of such ports
models upon the Boards of Major Port Authorities

Understanding the physical processes
through field campaigns

and for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.
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* The Bill was moved so that India’s major
ports can compete with major world-class
ports.

. The bill also boosts port land usage and it
will amplify competition in port tariffs.

Provisions of the bill

. The bill aims to provide more autonomy in
decision-making.

. It will provide autonomy to the 12
major ports of India, Namely’ Deendayal
(erstwhile Kandla) port, Mumbai
port, JNPT port, Mormugao port, New
Mangalore port, Cochin port, Chennai
port, Kamarajar (erstwhile Ennore) port,
V O Chidambaranar port, Visakhapatnam
port, Paradip port, and Kolkata (including
Haldia) port.

e The bill will also professionalize the
governance of the port with the formation
of boards.

e  The bill will replace the Major Port Trusts
Act, 1963.

. It comprises of the provisions of creating
a Board of Major Port Authority for each
major port that in turn will replace the
existing Port Trusts.

Source: Indian Express

NORD STREAM 2 PIPELINE

Syllabus section: International relation

Why in News?

In a development that could increase tensions
between the USA and Germany, the association
which is building the Nord Stream 2 pipeline
has said that it has resumed work on the
controversial project.

Background:

. In 2015, Gazprom and S other European
energy firms decided to build Nord Stream
2, valued at around $11 billion. The 1,200
km pipeline will run from Ust-Luga in
Russia to Greifswald in Germany, and will
carry S5 billion cubic metres of gas per
year.

. The under-construction pipeline will run
along the already-completed Nord Stream
1 system, and the two together will supply
an aggregate of 110 billion cubic metres of
gas to Germany per year.

. The pipeline falls in German and Danish
territory, and all but 150 km of pipes for
the project have already been laid.

Significance:

The project, which will double the amount of
natural gas exported from Russia to Germany
through the Baltic Sea.

Why is the pipeline controversial?

. Nord Stream 2 has drawn criticism from
the US, where it is believed that the project
would increase Europe’s dependence on
Russia for natural gas, thus strengthening
its President.

. Currently, EU countries already rely on
Russia for 40% of their gas needs.

Source: Indian express

SAKSHAM PORTAL AND SEAWEED
CULTIVATION MISSION

Syllabus section: governance

Why in News?

The Technology Information, Forecasting and
Assessment Council (TIFAC) have launched a
job portal called SAKSHAM to map the skills
of workers as required by the MSMEs. It also
launched a Seaweed Cultivation Mission.

About SAKSHAM Portal

. TIFAC highlighted that the Saksham portal
will help in eliminating the middlemen
and labour contractors.

. It will also help to identify the skill
proficiency level.

. The portal will also help in the development
of skill cards for ‘shramiks’ (workers).

. This initiative will facilitate the placement
of 10 lakh blue-collar jobs across India.

. The portal will directly connect the workers
with MSMEs and eliminate the need of
middlemen or labour contractors.

° This portal will also reduce the hardship
of workers to find the jobs in nearby
MSMEs.

* The portal is significant because it would
help the labourers to find workers who
were compelled to return to their native
place amid the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Seaweed Cultivation Mission

e The Seaweed Cultivation is also called
as kelp farming. It is the practice of
cultivating and harvesting the seaweed.
The process comprises of management of
naturally found batches in the simplest
form. While in the advanced form, the
process comprises of fully controlling the
life cycle of the algae.
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As per the estimate of the department, if
seaweed cultivation is done in 10 million
hectares or in the 5% of the Exclusive
Economic Zone area in India, it would help
in providing employment to S50 million
people.

Thus, with this objective, TIFAC will
showcase a model, in collaboration with
other in-line ministries, of the commercial
farming of seaweeds and its processing.
Seaweed Cultivation would help in
boosting the economy.

Technology Information, Forecasting and
Assessment Council (TIFAC)

It is an autonomous organization.

It was set up in the year 1988. It works
under the Department of Science &
Technology.

The organization works in the technology
domain and assess technology trajectories.
It strives for the development of technology
by leveraging technology innovation.

Source: PIB

NATIONAL ACTION PLAN FOR MIGRANT

WORKERS
Syllabus section: Polity

Why in News?

NITI Aayog has constituted a sub-group to
prepare a National Action Plan for Migrant

Workers.

About:

Inter-state Migrant Workmen (Regulation
of Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act, 1979 was subsumed in the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020 (OSH Code)

The Code was notified in September 2020
Provision of OSH Code: Decent working
conditions, minimum wages, grievances
redressal mechanisms, protection from
abuse and exploitation, enhancement of
skills, and social security.

All categories of organised and unorganized
workers including Migrant workers are
targeted.

Applicability: Every establishment in
which 10 or more inter-state migrant
workers are employed or were employed
on any day of the preceding 12 months.
Composition: Members from various
Ministries, subject experts, NGOs, and
civil society organizations.

Objective: To prepare a tangible action
plan to address issues related to migrant
workers.

Source: PIB

INDIA’S FIRST CNG TRACTOR

Syllabus section: environment and ecology

Why in News?

The Union Minister recently launched the
country’s first CNG tractor that will be able to
save about Rs. 1 lakh annually on fuel costs.

About:

The first-ever tractor of India, converted to
CNG, was formally launched by the Union
Minister of Road Transport and Highways.
It will help the Indian farmers in increasing
their income by lowering the costs as well
as help in creating job opportunities in
rural India.

The farmers, with this tractor, can save
more than Rs. 1 lakh annually, which
will further help them in improving their
livelihoods.

The retrofitted tractor produces more
power/equal in comparison to the vehicles
running on diesel.

Conversion to CNG: What are the benefits?

It is a clean fuel that has the lowest
content of caron and other pollutants.
CNG is economical as it has zero lead and
is non-dilutive, non-corrosive, and non-
contaminating, which in return helps
in increasing the engine’s life as well as
require less regular maintenance.

CNG is cheaper as its prices are far more
consistent than the fluctuating petrol
prices.

The average mileage given by CNG vehicles
is better than that of petrol/diesel driven
vehicles.

It is also safer as CNG tanks come with
a tight seal, which further reduces the
possibility of an explosion in the event of
a spill or while refueling.

About CNG:

CNG in the future, as at present, around
12 million vehicles have already been
powered by natural gas around the world
and more municipalities and companies
are joining the CNG movement every day.
The overall emissions have also been
reduced by 70% as compared to diesel.
CNG will help in saving up to 50% on the
fuel cost as the current diesel prices are
Rs. 77.43 liters, whereas CNG is only Rs.
42 per kg.

Source: LiveMint
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JALABHISHEKAM CAMPAIGN

Syllabus Section: Economy

Why in News?

The Union Defence Minister recently, virtually
inaugurated more than 57,000 water structures
in Madhya Pradesh under the ‘Jalabhishekam
Campaign’.

Key Highlights

. Under the campaign, 57,000 water
structures costing over Rs. 2,000 crores
have been inaugurated wunder the
Mahatma Gandhi NREGA and Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Irrigation Scheme.

The structures were created in the COVID-19

era.

. These water structures by the government
will irrigate 2.50 lakh hectares of land
without submerging an inch of it and
these small structures will do the work
that the big dams cannot do.

* Jalabhishekam Campaign will be helpful
in achieving the goal of water conservation
and building self-reliant Madhya Pradesh.

. The campaign will be fulfilling the intention
of ‘water for every farm and work for every
hand’ and will prove to be helpful for the
betterment of the villages.

* The campaign becomes significant in the
light of climate change.

. More than 57000 water structures were
constructed during the COVID era. The
constriction work for the water structure
was carried by linking it with the MNREGA
scheme.

Source: News on AIR

TROPEX-21
Syllabus section: international relations

Why in News?

The largest war game of the Indian Navy-
Theatre level Operational Readiness Exercise
(TROPEX-21)- which started in early January
2021, is currently underway in the Indian
Ocean.

About:

. The exercise is seeing the participation of
all operational units of the Indian Navy
including submarines, aircraft, ships as
well as the units of the Indian Army, Coast
Guard, and Indian Air Force.

* TROPEX-21 is being conducted over a vast
geographical expanse in the Indian Ocean
Region including its adjunct waters.

e The conduct of the Indian Navy’s largest
exercise is being overseen by the Naval
Headquarters with the participation from
all three commands of the Navy and the
tri-services command at Port Blair.

Objective:

. TROPEX-21 aims at testing the combat
readiness of the Indian Navy in a
complex multi-dimensional scenario set
in the context of the current geostrategic
environment.

. The Theatre level exercise also aims at
validating the Indian Navy’s offensive-
defense capabilities, safeguarding
national interest in the maritime domain,
and promote peace and stability in the
Indian Ocean Region.

Source: PIB

VIJAYANAGARA BECAME
KARNATAKA'’S 31ST DISTRICT

Syllabus section: Polity

Why in News?

The Karnataka government recently issued
a notification demarcating boundaries of the
newly-formed Vijayanagara district. With
Vijayanagara, the state now has 31 districts.
Named after the capital of the Vijayanagar
Empire, the new district was carved out from
Ballari under the Karnataka Land Revenue Act,
1964.

Background:

. The plan for a new Vijayanagara district
was first officially mooted by Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa in September 2019, when
Singh was a disqualified legislator.

. In 2019, in a note written to the Chief
Secretary of the state, Yediyurappa had
stated that it was necessary to create a
new district citing administrative reasons,
and also in the note he added that some
parts of the Ballari district were about
200km from the present headquarters.

. The Chief Minister had cited it is required
to create a new district for administrative
reasons. He was of the view that. The
creation of the new district will help in
promoting tourism to the places like
Hampi temple.

. He also said, the move will help in the
development of six talukas that are part
of the district.
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. us, the Karnataka Cabinet formally
approved the creation of a new
Vijayanagara district on November 18,
2020.

About Vijayanagara District

. Vijayanagara is located in the Hyderabad-
Karnataka region.

. The district also be home to UNESCO
World Heritage sites namely the Hampi
and Virupaksha Temple.

*  Vijayanagaradistrict has been named after
the capital of the Vijayanagar Empire.

*  The district was established out of the ore-
rich Ballari district in accordance with the
Karnataka Land Revenue Act, 1964.

. The district will comprise of six taluks
namely the Hosapete, kotturu, Kudligi,
Hagaribommanahalli, Harapanahalli and
Hoovina Hadagali.

Source: Indian Express

NATIONAL COAL INDEX

Syllabus Section: Economy

Why in News?
Ministry of Coal has started Commercial Auction
of coal mines on a revenue share basis. In order
to arrive at the revenue share based on market
prices of coal, National Coal Index (NCI) was
conceptualized.

What is the NCI?

e The NCI is a price index that reflects the
change of price level of coal on a particular
month relative to the fixed base year.

. The base year for the NCI is FY 2017-18.

. Rolled out on 4th June 2020.

. The aim is to have an index that will truly
reflect the market price of coal.

Benefits:

. For taxation purposes, the Coal Index will
be the base indicator.

. For future calculation of the upfront
amount and intrinsic value of mine, this
Index will be helpful.

. For calculation of annual escalation
(monthly payment), this index can be the
basis.

Source: PIB
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RUSSIAN CARGO SHIP

Syllabus section: science and tech

Why in News?

An unmanned Russian cargo ship launched
successfully Monday with a load of supplies for
the International Space Station.

About:

. The cargo ship was launched using the
Soyuz rocket from Site 31 of the Baikonur
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.

. It is carrying water, propellant and other
supplies

* The space outpost is now operated by
NASA’s Kate Rubins, Michael Hopkins,
Victor Glover and Shannon Walker; Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency astronaut
Soichi Noguchi; and Russian Space
Agency Roscosmos’ Sergey Ryzhikov and
Sergey Kud-Sverchkov.

Soyuz

. The Soyuz (SAW-yooz) is a Russian
spacecraft. Astronauts and cosmonauts
travel to the International Space Station
on the Soyuz.

. The Soyuz transports crews to the
International Space Station and returns
them to Earth after their missions.

* The Soyuz is like a lifeboat for the space
station. At least one Soyuz is always
docked at the space station. If there is an
emergency, the station crew can use the
Soyuz to return to Earth.

* The Soyuz is the only means of reaching
the ISS since the U.S. retired the space
shuttle in 2011.

Source: Economic times

WHY KAILASH RANGE MATTERS?
Syllabus section: Geography

Why in news?

The Kailash Range was the theatre of conflict
during the 1962 Chinese offensive, with key
battles at Rezang La and Gurung Hill. In 2020,
Indian troops secured Kailash Ridge in an
operation that took the Chinese by surprise.

About Kailash range:

. The Karakoram Range ends on the
northern side of the Pangong Tso.

. The Kailash Range originates from the
southern bank and runs northwest to
southeast for over 60 km.

www.edenias.com



NEWS IMPULSE

EDEN IAS - Educational Development & Enrichment Network

e The Kailash Ridge is characterized by
rugged, broken terrain with heights
varying between 4,000-5,500m.

. Its key features include Helmet Top,
Gurung Hill, Spanggur Gap, Muggar Hill,
Mukhpari, Rezang La, and Rechin La.
The Ridge dominates Chushul Bowl; an
important communications center.

Source: Indian Express

SOIL HEALTH CARD SCHEME

Syllabus Section: Economy

Why in News?

The scheme is being implemented in 32 States
and UTs.

Soil Health Card (SHC)

. SHC is a printed report that a farmer will
be handed over for each of his holdings.

. Soil Health Card provides two sets of
fertilizer recommendations for six crops
including recommendations of organic
manures.

. It will contain the status of his soil with
respect to 12 parameters, namely: pH,
Electrical Conductivity (EC), Organic
Carbon (OC), Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus
(P), Potassium (K), Sulphur (S), Zinc (Zn),
Boron (B), Iron (Fe), Manganese (Mn),
Copper (Cu) of farm holdings.

About the Scheme:

. Launched by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare on December 5,
2015.

* Under the scheme, village-level Soil
Testing Labs will be set up by youth
having education in agriculture, Women
Self Help Groups, FPOs, etc.

. The scheme also focuses on enabling
employment generation after appropriate
skill development.

. Soil Health Card (SHC) is a Government
of India’s scheme promoted by the
Department of Agriculture & Co-operation
under the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare.

. A SHC is meant to give each farmer soil
nutrient status of his/her holding and
advice him/her on the dosage of fertilizers
and also the needed soil amendments,
that s/he should apply to maintain soil
health in the long run.

Source: PIB

BHUVAN

Syllabus section: Science and tech

Why in News?
ISRO has joined hands with Mapmylndia to
create an indigenous geospatial portal

About:

The collaboration will enable them to jointly
identify and build a holistic geospatial
portal  utilizing  earth observation
datasets, ‘NavIiC’, Web Services, and
APIs (application programming interface)
available in Mapmylndia.

The geospatial portals will be called
‘Bhuvan’, VEDAS’ and ‘MOSDAC’.

Indian Regional Navigation Satellite
System also known as NavIC (Navigation
with Indian Constellation), is an
indigenous navigation system, developed
by ISRO.

Bhuvan is the national geo-portal
developed and hosted by ISRO comprising
geospatial data, services, and tools for
analysis.

VEDAS (Visualisation of Earth observation
Data and Archival System) is an online
geoprocessing platform that uses optical,
microwave, thermal, and hyperspectral
EO data covering applications particularly
meant for academia, research, and
problem-solving.

MOSDAC (Meteorological and
Oceanographic Satellite Data Archival
Centre) is a data repository for all the
meteorological missions of ISRO and
deals with weather-related information,
oceanography, and tropical water cycles.

Significance:

The services will combine the power of the
company’s digital maps and technologies
with ISRO’s catalogue of satellite imagery
and earth observation data.

It is a path-breaking milestone in India’s
journey towards ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’,
wherein Indian users would not be
dependent on foreign organizations for
maps, navigation, and geospatial services,
and instead they can leverage made-in-
India solutions.

Maps reflect the true sovereignty of the
country, depicting India’s borders as per
the Government of India, and hosts its
maps in India.
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It would be a much better, more detailed,
and comprehensive, as well as privacy-
centric, hyper-local, and indigenous
mapping solution for Indians, compared
to foreign map apps and solutions

Source: Outlook India

E-CHHAWANI PORTAL

Why in News?

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh launched
E-Chhawani portal and mobile app in New
Delhi.

o The portal has been created to provide online
civic services to over 20 lakh residents
of 62 Cantonment Boards across the
country.

About:

e Through the portal, the residents of
cantonment areas will be able to avail basic
services like renewal of leases, application
for birth & death certificates, water &
sewerage connections, trade licences,
mobile toilet locators and payment of
different types of taxes and fees, with just
a click of a button.

. The portal, jointly developed by eGov
Foundation, Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL), Directorate General Defence
Estates (DGDE) and National Informatics
Centre (NIC).

. The E-Chhawani portal as an innovative
effort to transform the functioning of
Cantonment Boards, in line with the
vision of ‘New India.

. The portal will ensure effectiveness and
transparency of the services distribution
system of the Cantonment Boards and
provide time-bound solutions to the
residents.

. India has emerged as a global powerhouse
and a land of opportunities due to its strong
presence in the fields of defence, economy,
trade, IT, agr