
New Indian Consulate in 
Belfast: Strengthening 
Bilateral Ties
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar inaugurated a new 
Consulate General of India in Belfast, Northern Ireland. This 
move caters to the growing Indian diaspora in the region.

by OJAANK IAS



Deepening India-UK 
Relations

1 Symbolic 
Importance
The new consulate 
symbolizes 
deepening 
bilateral ties 
between India and 
the UK.

2 Diaspora 
Recognition
It acknowledges 
the contributions of 
the Indian diaspora 
in Northern Ireland.

3 Growing Community
Belfast is home to an estimated 10,000 people 
of Indian heritage.



Strategic Location
Meeting Point
Belfast serves as a meeting 
place between India's UK and 
European policies.

Dual Access
The region has privileged 
access to both the UK and EU 
markets.

Trade Negotiations
India is negotiating free trade 
agreements with both the UK 
and EU in parallel.
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Economic Potential

Shipbuilding Heritage
Northern Ireland has a great 
economic history in shipbuilding 
capabilities.

IT Hub
Many Indian IT companies have 
established a base in the region.

Future Opportunities
India sees significant economic 
potential in Northern Ireland.



Serving the Indian Community
Diaspora Priority
The government gives great 
priority to the importance of 
the diaspora.

Service Improvements
The consulate aims to make 
services easier for the Indian 
community.

Support Systems
It will provide various forms of 
support to Indians in Northern 
Ireland.



Political Engagements
1 Opening Ceremony

The inauguration was attended by 
community leaders and prominent 
dignitaries.

2 Deputy First Minister Meeting
Jaishankar met with Emma Little-
Pengelley, Deputy First Minister of 
Northern Ireland.

3 Junior Minister Discussion
The External Affairs Minister also met with 
Junior Minister Aisling Reilly.
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Future Collaboration Areas

1
2

3
4

Skills Development
Enhancing skills exchange 

between India and Northern 
Ireland.

Cyber & Technology
Collaboration in cyber 
security and technology 
sectors.

Creative Industries
Partnership opportunities in 
creative and cultural 
industries.

Manufacturing
Joint ventures in 

manufacturing and 
industrial development.



Expanding Diplomatic 
Presence

1
Belfast Consulate
First new consulate inaugurated during 
Jaishankar's UK visit.

2
Manchester Consulate
Second Consulate General to be opened in 
Manchester.

3
Week-long Diplomatic Tour
Part of Jaishankar's week-long visit to the UK and 
Ireland.
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