
Did you know that TB, 
the world's deadliest 
infectious disease, 
claims the lives of 
more than a million 
people every year?
Did you know that TB, the world's deadliest infectious 
disease, claims the lives of more than a million 
people every year? Now imagine if the country that 
makes the biggest contribution to stopping it 
suddenly pulls back.

This sounds like the start of a dystopian movie, 
doesn't it? But no, this is reality—and it's happening.

by OJAANK IAS



WHO and America: A 
Complex Relationship
The world's largest health organization, the WHO (World Health 
Organization), why does it want to leave America - which has 
so far provided the most financial assistance to it? Will its 
impact be only on the WHO or on the entire world?

1
Importance of WHO

The world's largest health organization

2
America's Contribution

Provided the most financial assistance so far

3
Big Question

Why does America want to leave?

4
Potential Impact

On the WHO or the entire world?



The Decision That Shook the World
1 January 22, 2025

The United States formally notified the United Nations that it will be leaving the WHO.

2 January 22, 2026
This decision will take effect a year later.

3 Behind the Controversial Decision
Behind this controversial decision is Donald Trump.



Trump's Move: Distancing from WHO
Assuming Presidency
Within hours of being sworn in for his second 
term as the US President, he signed the order to 
implement this decision.

Accusations against WHO
He claims that WHO mishandled the pandemic 
and failed in global health emergencies.
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Financial Crisis on 
Health

18%
WHO Funding

The US provides 18% of 
the funding to the WHO.

$6.8B
WHO Budget

The WHO's budget for 
2024-2025 is $6.8 billion.

This is not just a statistic - it's a lifeline. Programs 
fighting TB, HIV/AIDS, and other diseases depend on 
it.

Pandemic preparedness, vaccine development, and 
emergency health services in poor countries run on it.



Potential Consequences of Funding Cuts

1
Program Shutdown
Many critical programs may be forced to shut down.

2
Decades of Work Wasted
Experts say this could mean that decades of hard 
work could be undone.

3
Global Health Crisis
It's like pulling the foundation out from under 
a building and expecting it to stand.



History Repeats Itself
1 2020

Trump had also tried to leave the WHO 
during his first term.

2 Biden's Term
Joe Biden became President and 
immediately reversed this decision.

3 Current Situation
This time, the process has begun again.
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Current Situation and 
Future Challenges

Process Underway
This time, the process 
has already begun. And 
if it is not stopped, the 
consequences could be 
permanent.

Recall of Employees
As per Trump's order, 
American employees 
working at WHO will be 
recalled.

Search for New 
Partners
The government will 
search for new partners 
to continue the 
programs.

Issue of Expertise
But will any new 
arrangement be able to 
match the global 
expertise of WHO?



Domino Effect

WHO's Budget
WHO's 2024-2025 budget is 

$6.8 billion.

Funding Reduction
The withdrawal of the US will 

lead to a significant reduction 
in funding.

Chain Reaction
Experts say that its impact 

will be like a chain reaction.

Impacted Programs
Programs fighting TB, 

malaria, and future 
pandemics could slow down 

or be shut down.



Global Impact and America's Future
Global Impact
This means that millions of lives could be at 
risk.

America's Future
And what about America itself? Pandemics do 
not respect borders. In an interconnected 
world, if the global health system is weak, 
every country—no matter how powerful—will 
be at risk.



The Big Question
Beyond Funding
The impact of this 
decision is not just 
about funding.

Pandemic Treaty
The WHO's pandemic 
treaty, which was 
being developed to 
ensure better global 
cooperation in the 
future, is now in 
jeopardy.

Impact of COVID-
19
And time? The world 
is still recovering 
from the shocks of 
COVID-19.

Future Challenges
Experts warn that the 
next major health 
crisis could come at 
any time. In such a 
scenario, can the 
WHO function 
effectively without 
the United States?
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A Pivoting Question
1 Accountability of WHO

Is WHO really as culpable as Trump claims?
2 Political Move

Or is this just a political move, where global 
health has become a side effect?

3 America's Future
And the biggest twist: could this decision end 
up weakening America in the long run?

4 Global Cooperation
Without a strong WHO, can any country alone 
face global health crises?



What do you think?
What do you think? Is this a bold step to hold 
global organizations accountable, or a dangerous 
gamble that risks millions of lives? One thing is 
certain - this decision will shape the future of 
global health.
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Because the health of the world is the health of all of us.




