
Prime Time: Government 
and Opposition
The Prime Minister's parliamentary interventions are keenly 
watched for insights into the government's priorities and 
responses to Opposition criticisms. This week, Narendra Modi 
spoke extensively in both Houses, but his speeches largely 
sidestepped critical national issues.

Key developments like the inhumane deportation of Indian 
citizens by the U.S., the stampede at the Maha Kumbh, and 
advancements in Artificial Intelligence received little 
substantive acknowledgment. Instead, Mr. Modi’s speeches 
relied heavily on campaign slogans, minimal engagement 
with the Opposition, and repeated attacks on past 
governments, particularly the Congress.

by OJAANK IAS



Sidestepping National Issues
Deportation of Indian Citizens
The inhumane way in which Indian deportees 
were flown back by the United States received 
little to no substantive acknowledgment.

Stampede at Maha Kumbh
The stampede at the Maha Kumbh in 
Prayagraj, a significant event with tragic 
consequences, was largely ignored in the 
Prime Minister's address.



Attacks on the 
Opposition

Campaign 
Slogans
Speeches relied 
heavily on campaign 
slogans, 
overshadowing 
substantive policy 
discussions.

Attacks on Past 
Governments
Repeated attacks on 
past governments, 
particularly the 
Congress, dominated 
the narrative.

Minimal Engagement
There was minimal engagement with the 
Opposition, hindering constructive dialogue.
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Foreign Policy Above Partisan Bickering
1

Consensus Building
The government must do more 
to build consensus on India’s 
development trajectory.

2

Technological Disruption
Particularly in the face of rapid 
technological disruption, a 
unified approach is essential.

3

Non-Partisan Approach
Foreign policy must remain 
above partisan bickering for the 
nation's best interest.



AI Development: A 
Missed Opportunity

Indigenous 
AI Model
Rahul Gandhi’s 
argument for 
India to 
develop its own 
AI model 
resonates with 
many.

Indigenous 
Production
His call for an 
indigenous 
production 
ecosystem is a 
valuable idea.

Constructive 
Engagement
The 
government 
would do well 
to engage with 
such ideas 
rather than 
dismiss them 
outright.



Beyond Slogans: 
Addressing 
Challenges

1 Governance Initiatives
Mr. Modi can rightfully claim credit for 
some of the better governance 
initiatives since 2014.

2 Mounting Challenges
However, slogans alone cannot resolve 
mounting challenges facing the nation.

3 Cohesive National Vision
A cohesive national vision requires 
more than just rhetoric and legislative 
agenda.



The Government's Responsibility

1

2

3

Lead
It remains the government’s 

responsibility to lead the 
nation.

Govern
The government must 
effectively govern and 
implement policies.

Deliver
Ultimately, the government 
is accountable for delivering 
results.



Constructive Engagement is Key

1 Consensus-Building

2 Engagement

3 Constructive

At a time when political hostility is at its peak, what India needs most is a shift toward constructive 
engagement and consensus-building, something only the government can initiate.





Accountability on Crucial Issues
1 Transparency

2 Responsibility

3 Accountability

The government's legislative agenda, rhetoric, and refusal to be accountable on crucial issues 
indicate a lack of effort in forging a cohesive national vision.



The Need for a Shift

1
Leadership

The government must 
take the lead in fostering 

unity.

2
Engagement

Engage constructively 
with the Opposition.

3
Consensus

Build consensus on key 
national issues.



Key Takeaways
The government must engage with the Opposition constructively to address critical national issues. Foreign 
policy should remain above partisan bickering, and consensus-building is essential for India’s development 
trajectory. The government needs to lead, govern, and deliver effectively.

A shift toward constructive engagement and accountability is crucial for India's progress. By embracing 
these principles, the government can foster a cohesive national vision and address the challenges facing the 
nation.
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