
State for the Stateless: 
France's Recognition of 
Palestinian Statehood
France's decision to recognise Palestinian statehood marks a 
significant shift in Western policy towards one of the modern world's 
most contentious conflicts. As the Gaza war continues with devastating 
humanitarian consequences, this presentation examines the 
implications of France's stance and why other Western nations should 
follow suit.



Current Recognition Status
Global Recognition
147 of 193 UN members have 
recognised the Palestinian 
state, including India, China 
and Russia

Western Hesitation
Powerful Western nations with 
close ties to Israel have 
historically stopped short of 
granting official recognition

Recent Shift
Spain, Ireland, Norway and Slovenia recognised Palestine's 
independence last year

France would be the first G-7 member nation to recognise Palestinian 
statehood, potentially influencing other major powers to reconsider 
their positions.



Macron's Motivations
President Emmanuel Macron's decision to recognise 
Palestinian statehood in September 2024 stems from:

Deep frustration with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu over the ongoing war in Gaza
Willingness to adopt a more pro-active and constructive 
approach towards finding a durable solution
Growing European sentiment that irreversible measures 
are needed, despite opposition from Tel Aviv and 
Washington





The Humanitarian Crisis in 
Gaza

60,000
Confirmed Deaths

In 21 months of conflict, 
approximately 2.5% of Gaza's total 

population

1000s
Displaced Palestinians

Tens of thousands displaced in the 
West Bank due to settler violence

Images of starving and malnourished children from Gaza have jolted 
global conscience, prompting even Israel's closest allies4Britain, 
Canada and France4to issue a rare joint statement urging Netanyahu 
to "immediately end the humanitarian catastrophe".



Israel's Response and 
International Pressure
Israel's Limited Concessions
Under mounting pressure, Israel 
has announced 'tactical pauses' 
in its attacks, but this falls far 
short of what Gaza urgently 
needs:

Complete end to bombings 
and shelling
Full opening of borders to 
humanitarian aid

Concerning Rhetoric
Israeli Ministers have openly 
threatened to:

Ethnically cleanse Gaza
Annex the West Bank

The current conflict, in terms of 
mass killings, devastation and 
displacement, is comparable to 
the 1948-49 Nakba.



The Case for Western Recognition
Pressure as Leverage
Pressure appears to be the only 
language Israel understands, and 
with the Donald Trump presidency 
showing no willingness to apply it, 
Europe must take a stronger 
stance.

Preventing Future 
Catastrophes
Efforts to end the war must be 
accompanied by initiatives to 
ensure such a catastrophe is never 
repeated, requiring concrete 
measures from the international 
community.

Two-State Solution
Recognition of Palestinian 
independence and statehood is 
the first step towards pursuing a 
durable political solution through 
the two-state framework.





Significance of France's 
Decision
Diplomatic Impact
While France's recognition may 
not have an immediate, direct 
impact on the peace process, it 
represents a significant 
diplomatic shift that could 
influence other Western nations.

As the first G-7 member to take 
this step, France is breaking 
ranks with traditional Western 
policy alignment on the Israel-
Palestine issue.

Changing Sentiment
The willingness of Western 
European countries to take 
irreversible measures in favour of 
Palestinian statehood, despite 
opposition from key allies, marks 
a clear change in international 
sentiment.

This comes at a critical juncture 
when Palestinians face 
existential threats in both Gaza 
and the West Bank.



The Path Forward
Immediate Humanitarian Relief
End the bombings and fully open Gaza's borders to humanitarian 
aid

Broader Western Recognition
Other Western nations must follow France's lead in recognising 
Palestinian statehood

International Framework
Develop concrete measures to pursue a durable two-state 
solution

France has promised to join, though belatedly, most member-countries 
of the UN in the statehood push. The international community must now 
work collectively to ensure that recognition translates into meaningful 
progress towards peace and security for both Palestinians and Israelis.




