The Kumbh Currency:
Driving the Mela Economy

The Maha Kumbh Mela in Uttar Pradesh is an economic
juggernaut. It's powered by the faith of 40 crore expected
visitors. The event blends spirituality and commerce on the
Ganga’s banks in Prayagraj.
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Historical Significance

1 7th Century

Chinese traveler Xuanzang
documented the convergence of faith
and commerce at Kumbh Mela.

2 Modern Era

The 40-day event continues to attract
businesses from across India.

3 Present Day

The Mela transforms the Ganga into a
sprawling arena of spirituality and
trade.
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Government investment

549 €6,990Cr

Projects Budget
Initiated by the Yogi Allocated for infrastructure
Adityanath-led BJP development and sanitation.

government for Maha
Kumbh.

€25,00...

Estimated Revenue

Expected from the event.
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Economic Impact

22 Lakh Crore
1 Overall impact on state economy
: 225,000 Crore
Estimated revenue from the event
: 26,990 Crore

Government budget for projects



Accommodation Options

LUXUI‘Y Tents Government Tents

Tariffs up to 21lakh per 1.6 lakh tents set up,

night. Amenities include including 2,200 luxury

private bathrooms, Wi-Fi, options. Prices range from

and butler services. €1,500 to 235,000 per
night.

Arial Dome City

44 transparent domes, each 32 sq ft. Tariff of 261,000 per
night includes meals and Sangam trip.
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Food and Hospitality
G ©

Food Courts International Brands

14 sectors covered by RR Starbucks, Coca Cola, and
Hospitality, employing over Domino’s present at the Mela.
500 workers.
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Investment

€12-13 crore invested by RR
Hospitality for food outlets.
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Small Businesses and Vendors

Food Stalls Boat Operators
Vendors like Ashish Mishra invest heavily, Raju Nishad took a 21 lakh loan for his boat. He
hoping for 10x profits on bathing days. Some aims to earn Z3-4 lakh during the Mela to

spend up to 292 lakh on stall bids. survive.



Economic Opportunities

Diverse Impact

1 The Mela affects everyone from rag pickers to
luxury hotel owners.

Temporary Livelihoods

2 Small-time vendors and informal sector workers
benefit during the event.

Compressed Business

3 Local businesses can earn a year's revenue in just
two months.




Challenges and Risks

High Investment Logistical Issues
Vendors and businesses Police barricading and
invest heavily, risking VIP movements can
significant losses if disrupt business for
turnout is low. small vendors.

Infrastructure Delays

Some facilities, like the Arial Dome City, face last-minute
construction challenges.
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Economic Projections

Overall Impact

1
€2 lakh crore on the state economy
S Event Revenue
€25,000 crore estimated
: Puja Items
€5,000 crore turnover expected
Hospitality Sector
4 €6,000 crore combined turnover for luxury

hotels
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