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1.   TRIBUNALS CANNOT DIRECT GOVT. TO 
FRAME POLICY: SC 

 e Supreme Court as a e it ear t at tri una s 
 n t a e t e aut rity t  ire t t e ern ent t  

frame policy.

What are Tribunals?
1. ri una s are i e special courts t at an e s e i  

ty es  is utes r ases  
2. ey are set u  t  a e e isi ns n ertain e a  

a ers outside the regular court system  n n ia  
they operate as an alternative mechanism to 
tra i na  urts

3. ese ins tu ns en r  it  specific timeframes 
t  ensure ases are res e  s i y  a i in  en t y 
legal processes.

4. A s  t ey are st-effe e an  r i e e entra i e  
is ute res u n

Salient Features of Tribunals in India:
1. ri una s are not strictly bound y t e Ci i  r e ure 

C e C C  i  a s t e  e i i ity in n u n  
r ee in s

• C C is a e a  ra e r  t at r i es ru es an  
r e ures ernin  i i  ases i  in e 
is utes a ut ney  r erty  ri ts  et

2. ey a e u e ents usin  t e Principles of 
Natural Justice. ese rin i es in u e
a. Right to Fair Hearing: ery ne ets a an e t  

s ea  an  e istene  t
b. Rule against bias: e ers n a in  e isi ns 

s u n t a r any ne an  e isi ns s u  e 
ase  n e i en e

c. Chance to Respond: ery ne in e  an 
re y t  at s sai  a ainst t e

d. Right to reasons for decisions: ar es in e  
a e t e ri t t  un erstan  y a e isi n as 
a e  ri una s ty i a y r i e e ana ns 
r t eir ru in s  a in  ar es t  un erstan  

t e asis r t e e isi n

A. Polity & Governance
3. ese ies usua y nsist  experts in specific 

fields  a in  t e  t  a e in r e  e isi ns 
re ate  t  s e ia i e  areas  r e a e - t e 

a na  reen ri una  ea s it  en ir n enta  
is utes

4. ey are Quasi-judicial institutions which means 
t ey  n t a e u - e e  urt- i e ers ut 

er r  un ns rese in  t se  a urt
5. ey are adjudicatory bodies i e  t ey res e 

is utes y re ie in  e i en e  a yin  a s t  
reach conclusions.

6. ey en ser e as Appellate Authority where 
e isi ns a e y er ies an e a ea e  r 

re nsi era n r re ie

What is the Constitutional Provision for Tribunals?
1. The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 intr u e  

Part XIV-A  risin  n y t  ar es re ate  t  
tri una s i  are
a. Article 323A which allows establishment of 

an a inistra e tri una  by Parliament. 
Subsequently, the Administrative Tribunals 
Act in 1985 as ena te  i  e ers 
the Central Government to establish both the 
Central Administrative Tribunal an  state-level 
administrative tribunals.

b. Article 323B  n t e t er an  ea s it  
tribunals for matters other t an a inistra e 
ones.

Classification of Tribunals In India:
1. Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT): t ea s it  

is utes re ate  t  t e re ruit ent an  ser i e 
n i ns  ern ent e yees

2. Securities Appellate Tribunals (SATs): ey an e 
a ea s a ainst e isi ns a e y re u at ry 
aut ri es in t e se uri es ar et  ea in  it  

a ers i e st  e an es an  se uri es a s
3. Judicial Appellate Tribunals (JAT): ey ear a ea s 

a ainst e isi ns a e y er urts r aut ri es



ENSU
RE IA

S

4 www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS
4. National Green Tribunal (NGT): t s e ia i es 

in en ir n enta  r te n an  nser a n  
a ressin  a ers re ate  t  en ir n enta  a s 
an  re u a ns

5. Foreigners Tribunals: ey ea  it  ases re ate  t  
t e i ens i  status  in i i ua s  es e ia y t se 
sus e te   ein  i e a  i i rants

6. National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT): is 
tri una  an es ases re ate  t  any a  an  

r ee in s r anies in n ia
7. Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal 

(TDSAT): t ea s it  is utes an  rie an es in t e 
te e uni a ns se t r  in u in  a ers re ate  
t  i ensin  tariffs an  nsu er issues

2.   SC CANCELS RELEASE OF CONVICTS IN 
BILKIS BANO CASE

 e ent y  t e u re e C urt an e e  t e remission 
rante  y t e Gujarat Government to 11 people in the 

Bilkis Bano case an  ire te  t e  t  return t  ris n

Timeline of Bilkis Bano Case 

2002 Sabarmati train was burnt in Godhra 
ea in  t  i es rea  in u- us i  
riots in u arat  i is  er t er  an   

t er en ere an -ra e  y a ut 
20- 0 e e urin  t is e eri

2003 u re e C urt r ere  a CBI Inquiry 
into the case.

2004 e e e a use   t e ri e ere 
arrested  A s  t e tria  as e  
from Gujarat to Maharashtra as i is 

an  re ei e  eat  t reats in u arat

2008 Special CBI Court a e t e unis ent 
of life imprisonment to 11 people, 

 a e a ea s urt er t  t e 
ay i  C urt

2017 Bombay High Court sai  no to their 
appeals.

2019 Supreme Court u e  t e ay 
i  C urt r er an  e en r i e  

compensation of Rs 50 lakh t  i is 
an

May 2022 ne  t e  n i ts applied for 
Remission an  u re e C urt as e  
the Gujarat government t  nsi er 
t is ase as er t e state s 2 
remission policy.

August 2022 e u arat ern ent released all 
11 convicts in t e an ra e ase un er 
its remission policy.

What is Remission?
1. e issi n eans ete y en in  a unis ent 

ear ier t an its ri ina y e  ura n

2. n er Article 72 an  Article 162, the President an  
Governor are aut ri e  t  r i e re issi n t  
t se  a e a rea y ser e  a minimum of 14 
years in prison.

3. e u re e C urt in t e Laxman Naskar v. Union of 
India’ case (2000) r i e  t e in  n i ns 

r ran n  re issi n t  state ern ents

a.  t e ri e is an in i i ua  a t an  es not 
affect society.

b.  t e i e i   t at ri e e n  repeated is 
ery 

c. If the person loses the ability to commit a crime.

d.  ee in  t e ers n in prison serves no purpose.

e. If the socio-economic situation  t e ers n s 
a i y is n t  

What is the recent judgement of the Supreme 
Court?
1. Supreme Court criticized its own judgement  ay 

2022.

2. e urt sai  t at t e u arat ern ent u  n t 
issue t e re issi n r er sin e t e tria  a ene  in 

a aras tra  n y t e state ere t e tria  urre  
s u  re ease ri ina s

3. n t e r s  t e u re e C urt  u e  a  
ust e reser e  un in u   t e ri es  t e 
nse uen es  t eans t at t e un a enta  

rin i es an  inte rity  t e e a  syste  s u  n t 
e r ise  at any st
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3.   RULE OF LAW IS NECESSARY: SUPREME 
COURT

 Recently, Justice B.V. Nagarathna state  t at t e ru e 
 a  is ne essary r t e e isten e an  uris in   

ers na  i erty an  t er un a enta  ri ts

What is the Rule of Law?
1. e u e  a  is a principle t at e asi es t at 

e ery ne  in u in  in i i ua s an  ern ent 
en es  ust  t e sa e a  an  e a unta e 
to it.

2. In ancient times, Aristotle  a ree  i s er  
ar ue  t at law should be based on reason an  
s u  ai  at r n  t e e - ein   t e i ens  
n t is ase  reas n  eans thinking logically and 

wisely  Arist t e s i eas ai  t e r un r  r ater 
is ussi ns n t e u e  a

3. In the 19th century, A.V. Dicey, a ri s  e a  e ert  
a e a ear an  ern e ni n  t e u e  a  
e explained 3 main ideas  t e u e  a

a. Supremacy of Law: ere s u  n t e any 
is re nary er i en t  any in i i ua  
at er  e ery ne s u  e erne  y ear 

an  re i ta e a s  A s  unis ent s u  
n y e i en r t e i a n  a  

i. is re nary er eans a in  t e 
ree  t  a e e isi ns ase  n ers na  
u ent  it ut stri t ru es r s e i  
ui e ines    

ii. t a s e i i ity in e isi n- a in  an  
ea s t  ran  use  er

b. Equality Before the Law: e a  s u  treat 
e ery ne t e sa e  n  a er t eir status  
ensuring fairness for all. It ensures that no 

ers n is a e t e a  an  n  s e ia  treat ent 
is r i e

c. Predominance of Legal Spirit: It means that 
t ere s u  e a str n  us n in  an  
u in  t e rin i es  t e a  r t at t  

a en  e nee  an in e en ent u i iary t at 
inter rets t e a s t  r te t e e s ri ts an  
n t re y n y n a ri en ns tu n

Does the Rule of Law Apply in the Context of 
India?
1. es  t e u e  a  a ies in t e nte t  n ia  

2. Article 13  t e C ns tu n defines the term 
‘law’ an  en ns t at any a  i  i ates 

un a enta  i ts an e stru  n y t e 
Ju i iary  is er s s t e u ate su re a y 

 t e u e  a
3. e Golden Triangle of Articles 14, 19 and 21 is built 

n un a enta  rin i es  e ua ity  ree  an  
liberty. 
a. Article 14 ensures t at e ery ne is e ua  e re 

t e a  an  is en t e  t  e ua  r te n  t e 
a  is e s re ent is re n  

b. Article 19 i es us ertain ree s  su  as 
ree   s ee  e ressi n  an  e ent  
t ets us  t in s as n  as e  t e a

c. Article 21 r te ts ur ri t t  i e an  ers na  
ree  ensurin  it an t e ta en a ay it ut 

a proper legal process.
4. ut  t ere are e  e e ns in n ia s ase 

n ernin  t e i ey s n e t  t e u e  a
I. Discretionary Power: ia s s e es a e 

t e er t  a e e isi ns ase  n t eir 
u ent  u  er is nee e  r t e s t  
un nin   e ra y  

Officials Discretionary Power Under 
Constitutional 

Article

President ar nin  er Ar e 2

Appointment of 
ri e inister

Ar e 

iss u n   
Sabha

Ar e 

Governor ar nin  er Ar e 

Appointment of Chief 
inister

Ar e 4

iss u n  tate 
e is a e Asse y

Ar e 4

ern r s er t  
it  Assent t  

i s

Ar e 200

ern r 
re en in  

t e i si n  
resi ent s u e

Ar e 
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II. Immunities: e ia s en y ertain i uni es t  ensure t e in e en en e  t eir r es  r 

e a e  t e resi ent an  ern r ann t e ues ne  in urt r t eir ia  a ns  ey 
a e i unity r  ri ina  ar es  an  e en i i  r ee in s an n y start a er i in  t e  ri r 

n e
III. Privileges  e ia  ri ts r a anta es are r i e  t  any in i i ua s t  ensure t e effe e un nin  

 t eir u es  r e a e  i ats  n t a e t   a  t e a s an  ru es  t e untry ere 
t ey r  

Which cases have emphasized the Rule of Law in India?

Cases Court’s Interpretation or Judgement

Kesavananda Bharati vs State of 
Kerala (1973)

Rule of Law is part of the Basic Structure  t e C ns tu n an  n  an e r 
a en ent an  a ainst it

Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain 
(1975)

Even the highest authorities su  as t e ri e inister are su e t t  t e u e 
 a  

Maneka Gandhi case (1978) e urt e asi e  t e importance of the rule of law an  t e re en n  
arbitrariness.

D.K. Basu vs State of West Bengal 
(1996)

Violence in police custody is an a a  n human dignity. ere re  
aut ri es nee  t   t e u e  a  t  r te t u an ri ts

Som Raj vs State of Haryana 
(2001)

Any aut rity e er isin  is re n s u  a e a good reason e in  its 
a ns  e i ea is t at i es s u  e ase  n reas na e r un s

4.  HIT-AND-RUN LAW CONTROVERSY
 The Central Government recently passed a new Hit-and-Run Bill in Parliament, which has been approved by 
President Draupadi Murmu. 

What is the Hit and Run Bill?
1. This bill is part of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, which aims to replace the old Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

of the colonial era.
2. The new law has introduced tough penalties for drivers who cause serious accidents leading to death and run away  

(i.e. Hit and Run Case) without informing a police officer or magistrate. The penalty mentioned in Section 106 (2) of 

the BNS, 2023 includes a fine and up to 10 years of jail imprisonment.

3. For those who report immediately, they face charges under Section 106(1) instead, with a punishment of up to 5 
years for causing death by rash or negligent acts. 

4. However, the passage of this bill has sparked nationwide protests, particularly among transporters and commercial 

drivers, who called it a “black law” and have actively opposed its enforcement.

Features Old Law New law

1. Hit and Run 
Case

The old IPC lacked a specific provision for hit-and-run 
cases. Earlier, Section 304 A of the IPC addressed 
causing death by a “rash and negligent act.”

Section 106 (2) of the new Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita outlines the penalties for 
hit-and-run cases.

2. Penalties Less severe Severe

3. Punishment Two-year punishment and a smaller fine.
Up to 10 years in jail and 7 lakh rupees 
fine.
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Principle Underlying the Law

(a) The law addresses the moral responsibility of drivers 

in hit-and-run incidents.

(b) It aims to deter rash and negligent driving by 

punishing those who flee without reporting or aiding 

victims.

Existing Law

(a) The law aligns with existing statutes (laws) like Section 

134 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, emphasizing 

prompt and responsible responses from drivers after 

accidents.

(b) Section 134 requires drivers to take reasonable steps 

to secure medical attention for the injured unless 

impractical due to external factors or furious (angry) 

mob.

(c) Section 161 of the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) 

Act, 2019, provides compensation for victims of hit-

and-run accidents.

(d) Compensation for death is Rs. 2 lakh, and for grievous 

(very severe or serious) injury, it is Rs. 50,000.

(e) Unlike Section 106 (2) of BNS, this compensation is 

not recoverable from the drivers in hit-and-run cases.

Road Accidents in India in 2022:
Total Road Crash Deaths in 
India  

1.7 lakh

Daily average road crashes in 
India

462

Increase in road accidents in 
India

12%

Average deaths per hour due 
to road accidents in India

19

Increase in road crash deaths 
in India

9.4%

Percentage of road fatalities 
on National and State high-
ways

More than 50%

Percentage of National and 
State highways in total road 
network

Less than 5%

Hit-and-run incidents in India More than 47,000
Total deaths resulting from 
hit-and-run incidents in India

Around 50,000

Decrease in global road crash 
deaths in 2022

5%

Note: Despite having only 1% of the world’s vehicles, 
India accounts for about 10% of crash-related deaths. This 
results in an economic loss of 5-7% of its GDP annually.

Challenges Solutions
Penalties are excessive, ignoring challenging work 
conditions like long hours and difficult roads.

Invest in improved road infrastructure, visibility 
measures, and safety features to reduce accidents.

Transporters argue accidents may result from factors 
beyond drivers’ control, like poor visibility and fear of 
violence.

Establish a standardized emergency response protocol 
to ensure prompt reporting without exposing drivers to 
violence.

Drivers claim unfair blame on them for accidents, 
irrespective of actual circumstances.

Clarify reporting procedures and evidence requirements 
for drivers to prove innocence or mitigating factors.

Concerns about potential abuse by law enforcement 
agencies and the overall harm to the transport industry.

Minor injuries should not be equated with criminal acts; 
consider alternatives like community service or driving 
retests.

Section 106(2) lacks differentiation between rash and 
negligent driving, ignoring contributory factors.

Categorize law based on liabilities and outcomes of 
accidents, with commensurate punishments.

Conclusion
 e ara ya yaya an ita is an i rtant a  r it-an -run ases  ai in  t  e rease t e nu er an  se erity  r a  
a i ents in n ia  t see s t  r i e us e an  re ie  t  i s an  t eir a i ies i e eterrin  re en n  r is ura in  
an  ena i in  ffen ers  e er  a in  t e a  in a e is n t su ient t  uarantee r a  sa ety an  us e  t re uires a 
unite  eff rt r  a  in e  ar es t  ta e t e un er yin  auses an  a en es  r a  sa ety in n ia  
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5.   WEBSITE BLOCKING BY THE GOVERNMENT
 A r in  t  t e in r a n taine  y a i t t  
n r a n  re uest  t e nu er  ern ent 
r ers t   e sites as increased by over 100 times 

in the last 10 years.

What is an RTI request?
1. e ri t t  n r a n is a e a  ri t un er t e 

Right to Information Act, 2005 i en t  t e i ens 
 n ia t  as  t e ern ent r in r a n a ut 

its a ns  r n  trans aren y
2. en t e ern ent ets an  re uest  it usua y 

as t  re y it in a e  e ine  eit er y i in  
t e re ueste  in r a n r e ainin  y it 
ann t i e t at in r a n

What is the trend of Website Blocking Orders in 
India?

Year 2013 202   t er

Website Blocking 
Orders

2 4

Recent Instances:
1. e Centra  ern ent as anne  pornographic 

websites u e es  in u in  in 20  20  an  
20

2. An internet shutdown as i se  in Jammu and 
Kashmir in Au ust 20  en t e ern ent 

an e  t e s e ia  status  Ja u  as ir 
un er Ar e 0  

3. e n est internet s ut n in 202  t  a e in 
Manipur a i st u an ri ts i a ns

Under which law does the government block 
websites or impose internet shutdowns?
1. Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public 

Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017: ese ru es 
en n t e r e ures r te rari y sus en in  

te e  ser i es in t e interest  u i  sa ety r 
urin  e er en ies

2. Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC): 
t r i es a  a inistra n t e er t  issue 
r ers re en n  at erin s  e e

3. Indian Telegraph Act, 1885: is a t r i es t e e a  
ra e r  r re u a n  uni a n ser i es in 
n ia  in u in  nes an  t e internet

4. Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000: e n 
A  t is a t is use  y t e ern ent t  issue 

ire ns t   e sites r re e ntent in t e 
interest  na na  se urity r u i  r er

Why does the Government Block Websites?
1. National Security: ern ents ay  e sites 

t at u  e a t reat t  t e untry s sa ety  r 
instan e  i  a e site en ura es terr ris  r i ent 
a i es a ainst t e untry

2. Child Protection: in  e sites t at st r 
r te i  rn ra y r t in s n t suita e r 
i ren is a ay t  ee  i ren sa e

3. Identity Theft Prevention: in  e sites t at try 
t  eat e e an  stea  t eir ers na  in r a n 
online.

4. Fake News Control: ern ents ay  e sites 
s rea in  a se in r a n t  aintain u i  trust

5. Hate Speech Mitigation: Some websites may promote 
atre  r is ri ina n a ainst ertain r u s  
e e  in  t e  e s ee  a ea e u  an  

res e u  n ine en ir n ent
6. Protection of Individual Rights: Stopping websites 

t at  int  y ur ri ate stuff r s y n y u e s 
ee  y ur ri ts an  ree  sa e  

7. Combating Illegal Activities: ern ents i t 
st  ertain e sites in e  t  i e a  stuff i e se in  

ru s  tra in  e e  r ea in  it  i e a  
ea ns  is is ne t  st  ri ina s r  in  

these things online.

What are the concerns due to this action?
1. Freedom of Expression: in  e sites i its 

e e s ree  t  e ress t e se es n ine  
i e s arin  t eir ini ns r i eas  t es a ainst 

t e ree s r i e  un er Ar e a   t e 
ns tu n

2. Secrecy: t is sai  t at Caesar s i e s u  e 
a e sus i i n  ern ents i t  

e sites it ut te in  e e y  an  t is a  
 trans aren y raises u ts a ut t eir inte rity  

rans aren y an  ree   in r a n e  
rru n an  ensure a unta i ity

3. Added Expense: aintainin  syste s t   
e sites an e e ensi e  
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4. Ease of Doing Business: in  ertain e sites r 

ete internet s ut ns an reate arriers r 
entre reneurs an  affe t t e usiness en ir n ent 
ne a e y

5. Autonomy: A u ts s u  a e t e ri t t  a e 
t eir n e isi ns a ut t e ntent t ey a ess

6. Tool for Moral Policing: in  e sites an e 
use  t  ntr  at e e t in  is ri t r r n  

ase  n t e ern ent s a ues
7. Oversight: ere is a n ern a ut  ensures 

t at aut ri es i e en n  t ese s i  n t 
misuse their authority.

What is the take of International Institutions and 
the Indian Judiciary?

United Nations 
Human Rights 

Council 
(UNHRC)

1. C enera  Asse y 
re ni es a ess t  t e nternet 
as a basic human right.

Faheema 
Shirin v. State 

of Kerala 
(2019)

1. e ri t t  a ess t e nternet 
is an integral part of the Right 
t  u a n an  t e i t t  

ri a y  
2. Internet access is crucial for 

e u a n  ri a y  an  e er 
rtuni es

Anuradha 
Bhasin vs 

Union Of India 
(2020)

1. Access to the Internet is an 
inte ra  art  ree   
s ee  an  e ressi n un er 
Ar e a

2. Any ur s n t e internet a e t  
ass t e test  r r na ity 

i e  it s u  a e a us e  
ur se an  it s u  e in 
r r n t  t e nee   t e 

situa n  
3. C ete restri ns i  e 

nsi ere  n a ase- y- ase 
basis by courts.

6.  STATE OF JUDICIARY REPORT 2023
e Centre for Research and Planning of the Supreme 

C urt as re ent y re ease  t e State of the Judiciary  
report. 

• e re rt i i ts t at as  e te er 202  
there is a pendency of over 5 crore cases. 

About State of the Judiciary Report
a. e tate  t e Ju i iary  A e rt n Infrastructure, 

Budgeting, Human Resources  an  C  is issue  y 
t e Centre r esear  an  annin

b. t e a ines t e status  India’s justice delivery 
system  s e i a y usin  n t e i  C urts an  
t e istri t u i iary

c. re are  un er t e ea ers i   t e n e C ie  
Jus e  n ia  r  Jus e  C an ra u  t e 
re rt a i ns it  t e isi n t  en an e t e efficiency 
of the judiciary.

Challenges and Solutions:
Challenges Solutions

• e s rta e  
urtr s an  

resi en a  units 
highlights the 
infrastructure gap in 
u i ia  in rastru ture

• ee  r a Centra y 
ns re  e e 

C  r e e in  
infrastructural 
a i i es r t e 
u i iary

• As against the total 
san ne  stren t  

 u es  t ere is a 
s rta e  ar un  

00 u es in t e 
istri t u i iary  

• ere is a nee  
r a e i ate  
i isi n en  r 

t e e y is sa  
of causes in the 

i  C urts re ate  
to recruitment of 
u es in istri t 

Courts. 
• nsu ient inte ra n 

 in r a n an  
uni a n 

te n y C  
as a ere  t e 

u i iary s a i ity t  
a a t t  ern e a  

e an s

• A e i ate   
Ca re in t e istri t 
court to regularly 
train u es  staff 
an  a yers t  
strengthen the 
te ni a  r r e  

• a   un s is t e 
cause for gaps in 
the current state of 
infrastructure in the 

istri t u i iary

• A e i ate  an  
for infrastructure 

r e ts  
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7.  VIJAY RAGHAVAN COMMITTEE: 
TO  D E T E R M I N E  I N D I A’ S  D E F E N C E 
TECHNOLOGY ROADMAP
 In January 2024, the Vijay Raghavan Committee, 
a inte  y t e ern ent  su i e  a re ensi e 
re rt a ressin  n erns re ar in  the Defence 
Research and Development Organization (DRDO).

Reasons for establishing the Committee: -
1. Redefining Departmental Roles: as e  it  

enera n  re en a ns t  review and redefine 
t e e art ent s r e an  a i n it it  uturis  
te n i a  re uire ents in t e e en e ain

2. Evaluation by Parliamentary Committee: n 20  
t e C i ee n te  t at t e s er r an e 
e  s rt  an i ate  stan ar s an  e asi e  

t e nee  r si ni ant restru turin
3. Findings from CAG Report: t ri i e  t e  r 

ate ri in  20 mission mode projects as su ess u  
es ite n t a is in  t e inten e  a s

4. Recommendations from Dr. P. Rama Rao Committee: 
Earlier, t e  ins tute  t is i ee t  
assess its era ns  i e t e  su rte  
a  its re en a ns  it i  n t r ee  it  
i e en n  t e r sa  t  esta is  a Board of 
Research for Advanced Defence Sciences (BRADS)

Current challenges and potential solutions to re-
form DRDO: - 
Challenge Potential Solution
1. Project delays and 
budget overages

Implement stricter 
project management 
protocols an  
accountability measures 
t  ensure a eren e t  

e ines an  u ets
2. Lack of synergy with 
armed forces

ster closer 
collaboration between 
DRDO and the armed 
forces t r u  int 

annin  trainin  an  
ee a  e anis s t  

a i n ri ri es an  a s

3. Decommissioning 
redundant projects and 
labs

C n u t a thorough 
review of ongoing 

r e ts an  a i i es t  
i en y an  discontinue 
redundant ones, 
rea a n  res ur es 
t ar s re i a u  
ini a es

4. Bureaucratic hurdles in 
working as a government 
PSU

Reevaluate the 
organizational structure 
an  aut n y   
t  ensure it un ns 
e ient y it ut 

ureau ra  in ran es
5. Substandard 
production

Improve quality control 
measures an  in est in 
trainin  an  e e ent 
programs for DRDO 
personnel to enhance 

r u t ua ity an  
reliability.

6. Joint ventures with 
foreign manufacturers

C n nue an  expand 
strategic partnerships 

it  rei n e en e 
r s t  e era e t eir 

e er se an  res ur es 
r int e e ent 

an  r u n r e ts

Recommendations of Vijay Raghavan Panel: 
1. Shift the focus back to Research and Development 

(R&D): e e 9-member panel suggests that DRDO 
s u  return t  its re ur se  n u n  
resear  an  e e ent r e en e  rat er t an 

e n  in e  in r u t ana e ent  i  is 
e er suite  t  t e ri ate se t r

2. Defence Technology Council (DTC): e i ee 
proposes that the Defence Technology Council, 
chaired by the Prime Minister, s u  ay a entra  
r e in i en yin  suita e ayers r s e i  e en e 
te n ies an  steerin  t e ire n  e en e 
te n y e e ent

3. Dedicated Department  e i ee recommends 
the establishment of a Department of Defence 
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Science, Technology, and Innovation under the 
Ministry of Defence, i  u  act as the 
secretariat r t e e en e e n y C un i

4. Enhanced PMO Oversight: e ri e inister s e 
is e e te  t  in rease its in e ent in nit rin  
ru ia  strate i  r e ts  si na in  a ei tene  e e  
 s ru ny t ar s s er r an e

5. Engagement with Private Sector: e trans er  
r u n an  urt er e e ent res nsi i i es 

is r se  t  e entruste  t  s e i  ri ate en es 
an  u i  se t r un erta in s

6. Following DARPA Model: e n ian ern ent 
aims to restructure DRDO along the lines of the 
US’s Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA)  ren ne  r its r e t- ase  uts ur e  
resear  strate y e i   in- use a s r staff

About DRDO 
1.  is t e resear  an  e e ent ar   t e 

n ian Ministry of Defence which was established 
in 1958.

2. ts issi n is t  a ie e se -re ian e in i rtant 
e en e te n ies an  syste s

3. DRDO has a network of laboratories across the 
untry r in  n ari us e en e-re ate  e s  

in u in  aer nau s  ar a ents  e e tr ni s  
an  at en ineerin  i e s ien es  ateria s  

issi es  an  na a  syste s  
4. Recent projects- 

20 u ess u y teste  its rst in i en us y 
e e e  ea y- uty r ne  ust  

2  i  is an un anne  ar e  at 
e i e e e e  n t e ines  t e s 
re at r r ne

20  a s  - e e e  n ia s rst 
nu ear a is  issi e su arine   
Arihant

20  e e e  n ia s rst an -sate ite 
syste  a in  n ia ne  t e e  

untries in t e r  it  t is a a i ity

5.  as a s  e e e  se era  a is  issi es 
un er its Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme, in u in  Prithvi, Trishul, Agni, Akash, 
and Nag missiles.

Conclusion
 e Vijay Raghavan Committee’s su es ns a e 
t e ay r a trans r e   usin  n resear  
an  e e ent i e ui in  artners i s it  t e 
private sector  is su rts India’s vision of self-reliance 
(Aatmanirbhar Bharat) an  re e ts t e s irit  Amrit 
Kaal  ar in  a res  start in e en e te n y

8.   LARGE HINDU TEMPLE EXISTED UNDER 
THE GYAN VAPI MOSQUE: ASI REPORT

1. A r in  t  t e Ar ae i a  ur ey  n ia A  
a ar e in u te e e iste  at t e site e re t e 

nstru n  t e s ue in yan a i
2. e A s re rt in i ates t e s ue ntains 

ar ite tura  e e ents an  arte a ts t at su est t e 
resen e  a in u te e ri r t  t e s ue s 
nstru n

• ese in u e i s  ins ri ns  an  te e 
arts a n  r  t e 12th to the 17th centuries.

What is the Dispute?
1. Location and Controversy: e yan a i s ue  

ate  in aranasi  ar ra es  is at t e entre 
 a ist ri a  an  re i i us is ute  e s ue is 

e ie e  t  stan  n t e remains of a demolished 
Hindu temple  a ai  t at as een su rte  y 
re ent n in s r  t e Ar ae i a  ur ey  
n ia A

2. Recent Court Decision: A urt in aranasi as ru e  
in favour of allowing Hindu prayers within the 
mosque premises  un er t e ui an e  a riest 
from the Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple Trust  is 

e isi n as s ar e  ifferent rea ns a n  in u 
an  us i  uni es

3. Muslim Group’s Response: e Anjuman Intezamia 
Masjid Committee  re resen n  t e us i  

unity  as e resse  isa ree ent it  t e 
urt s ru in  an  inten s t  a ea  t e e isi n

Key Discoveries and Implications
1. Discovery of Idols and Inscriptions: e sur ey 

un ere  i s an  ra ents e ie e  t  e art 
 in u ei es  a n  it  ins ri ns in ari us 

an ua es  ese is eries r i e ear e i en e 
 t e site s ri ina  in u i en ty



ENSU
RE IA

S

12 www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS
2. Significance of Symbols: Symbols such as swastikas 

un  n t e s ue s stru ture urt er su rt 
ai s  t e site s in u ri ins

Survey Methods and Technological Advances
1. Non-Invasive Techniques: e A  u i e  a an e  

n n-in asi e et s i e Ground-Penetrating Radar 
(GPR) an  carbon datin  t  e re t e s ue 

e  ese te ni ues a  r a etai e  
e a ina n  ist ri a  sites it ut ausin  

ysi a  a a e

 Legal and Religious Implications
1. e ase is art  a r a er e ate n re i i us 

i en ty  ist ri a  inter reta n  an  e a  ri ts in 
n ia  

2. It also tests the Places of Worship Act, 1991, which 
as asse  y PV Narasimha Rao- e  ern ent t  

ee  Places of worship un an e  as t ey ere n 
August 15, 1947, e e t Ay ya  

3. Places of worship are sacred places where people 
ra e t eir re i i n  i e te es  s ues  
ur es  an  t er a es ere in i i ua s e 

t et er t  rs i  an  e ress t eir ait

9.   ALL  INDIA SURVEY ON HIGHER 
EDUCATION (AISHE) 2021-2022

 n January 2024 e inistry  u a n as 
re ease  A  n ia ur ey n i er u a n A  
202 -22  n ia  ffers a re ensi e er ie   t e 
current state of higher education in n ia   

Key findings of the Report
1. e total enrolment in i er e u a n as s n a 

steady increase, reaching 4.33 crore in 2021-22.
• is is a n ta e rise r  42 r re in 20 4-
• is r t  si ni es t e e an in  a essi i ity 

an  a ea   i er e u a n in n ia
2. Female enrolment has seen a more notable increase 

t an t e era  rate  it  a 32% rise since 2014-15. 
a. is tren  is si ni ant as it ints t ar s reater 

gender parity in i er e u a n  an essen a  
a t r r a an e  s ieta  e e ent

3. Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is a ey in i at r  t e 
enera  e e   ar i a n in i er e u a n  

e in rease t  2 4 in 202 -22 r  2  in 20 4-  
su ests t at a i er r r n  t e e i i e a e 

r u  is n  ursuin  i er e u a n
a. e e a e  e ee in  t e a e  

un ers res t e su ess u  eff rts in ri in  t e 
en er a  in e u a n

4. Enrolment of SC, ST, and OBC Students:
a. SC and ST Students: ere as een a remarkable 

increase in t e enr ent  C an   stu ents  
which is crucial for the empowerment of these 

ist ri a y ar ina i e  uni es
b. OBC Students: e 4  in rease in C stu ent 

enr ent re e ts t e effe eness  si e 
a n i ies an  t e r a enin   t e 
e u a n ase t  in u e i erse s ia  r u s

5. Ph.D. Enrolment:
a. e su stan a  in rease in  enr ent 

in i ates a r in  interest in a an e  resear  
an  a a e i  ursuits

b. e doubling of female Ph.D. enrolment is 
ar u ar y n te rt y  su es n  t at re 

en are en a in  in i - e e  resear
6. Minority Student Enrolment:

a. e in rease in e a e in rity stu ent 
enr ent is a si e si n  t e in usi e nature 

 i er e u a n  ensurin  re resenta n 
from all segments of society.

Infrastructure and Faculty Development:
1. e esta is ent  4  uni ersi es an  uni ersity-

e e  ins tu ns sin e 20 4-  re e ts t e 
ern ent s it ent t  e an in  i er 

e u a n in rastru ture
2. e increase in female faculty members not only 

r tes en er i ersity ut a s  ser es as a r e 
e  r e a e stu ents  ten a y in uen in  

t eir a a e i  an  areer as ira ns
Conclusion:

e A  202 -2022 re rt s s si ni ant r ress 
in n ia s i er e u a n se t r  ar u ar y in ter s 

 in usi ity an  en er arity  e in rease  enr ent 
a r ss ifferent s ia  ate ries  u e  it  t e rise in 
e a e ar i a n t  in stu ents an  a u ty  ar s 

a si e tren  t ar s a re e uita e an  i erse 
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e u a na  an s a e  ese tren s are ru ia  r n ia s 

a   e in  a n e e- ase  e n y an  r 
ensurin  sustaina e an  in usi e r t

All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE):
1. Introduction to AISHE:

a. Objective: e ain a  is t  at er 
re ensi e ata n i er e u a n in n ia

b. Frequency: C n u te  annua y sin e t e 
a a e i  year 20 0-

c. Authority: r ani e  y t e inistry  
u a n  ern ent  n ia

2. Key Educational Indicators:
a. Institution Density: n i ates  any i er 

e u a n ins tu ns are a ai a e in a s e i  
area  is s s t e a essi i ity  i er 
e u a n t  e e in ifferent re i ns

b. Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER): is is a ri a  
easure s in  t e er enta e  stu ents in 

t e e i i e a e r u  ty i a y -2  years   
are enr e  in i er e u a n  t re e ts t e 

era  rea   i er e u a n in t e untry
c. Pupil-Teacher Ratio: is ra  s s t e 

nu er  stu ents r e ery tea er  in i a n  
t e tea in  res ur es  a e ua y

d. Gender Parity Index: A ru ia  in i at r t  
un erstan  t e en er a an e in i er 
e u a n  t ares t e nu er  e a e 
stu ents t  a e stu ents  i i n  t e 

ar i a n  en in i er e u a n
e. Per Student Expenditure: e e ts t e a era e 

a unt  ney s ent n ea  stu ent  i  
in u es tea in  resear  an  t er a i i es

10.   ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION 
REPORT 2023

The 18th Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER) titled ‘Beyond Basics’ based on a survey led by 
the Pratham Foundation has been released.

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER)
a  ASER is an annual, citizen-led household survey 

focusing on the education of children in rural 
India.

 Conducted since 2005, it is the largest citizen-led 
survey in India, providing estimates of enrolment 
and basic academic levels nationally, state-wise, 
and district-wise.

 The survey targeted rural students aged 14 to 
18 in 28 districts across 26 states, assessing the 
foundational reading and arithmetic abilities of 
34,745 students.

Key Highlights of the Report
1. Enrolment Rates: Overall, 86.8% of 14-18-year-olds 

are enrolled in an educational institution.  
a  The majority of students in the 14-18 age group 

are enrolled in Arts/Humanities streams (55.7% 
in Class XI or higher).

 Gender differences in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
enrolment, with fewer females (28.1%) compared 
to males (36.3%).

2. Vocational Training: Only 5.6% are taking vocational 
training. It is more prevalent among college-level 
students. Most of the youths take short-duration 
courses of 6 months or less.

3. Basic Abilities: About 25% of the youth cannot 
fluently read a Class II level text in their regional 
language. Over 50% of youth struggle with division 
problems (3-digit by 1-digit). 

4. Language and Arithmetic Skills: Females perform 
better than males in reading a Standard II level text 
in regional language. Males excel in arithmetic and 
English reading. 
a  Only 57.3% can read sentences in English, and 

75% understand their meanings.
5. Foundational Numeracy Skills: Over 50% of students 

in the 14-18 age group face difficulties with basic 
division problems. Around 45% struggle with tasks 
like calculating sleep hours based on bedtime and 
wake-up time.

6. Digital Education: Almost 90% of Indian youth have 
access to a smartphone in their household, indicating 
widespread digital connectivity.
a  Gender Disparities: Significant gender gap in 

digital literacy, with girls being less likely to know 
how to use a smartphone or computer compared 
to boys.
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 Online Safety Awareness: Boys show more familiarity with online safety settings, highlighting the need for 

targeted efforts to educate and empower girls in online safety practices.
 Smartphone Usage for Education: About two-thirds of youth use smartphones for educational purposes, such 

as watching online videos related to studies, solving doubts, or exchanging notes.
7. Recommendations for Bridging Educational Gaps: Government efforts are essential to address the gap in 

foundational literacy and numeracy skills, with a focus on initiatives targeting the 14-18 age group.
a  National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 recognizes the necessity for ‘catch-up’ programs for students who have 

fallen behind academically.
 Initiatives are needed to improve foundational literacy and numeracy skills among youth, not only for academic 

performance but also to meet their everyday requirements.

Challenges and Solutions:
Challenges Solutions

1. School Infrastructure and Amenities: 
1. Despite improved retention rates, there are concerns 

about the availability of basic amenities. (Retention 
rates simply show how many students stay in school 
over time.)

2. While 95% of schools have drinking water and toilets, 
over 10% lack electricity.

3. Digitization is lacking, with over 60% of schools lacking 
computers and 90% without internet access.

1. Increased Funding and Resource Allocation: Allocate 
more funds to education, aiming for the recommended 
6% of GDP as per the National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020.
1. Prioritize funding for infrastructure development, 

teacher training, and amenities in schools.
2. Provide schools with computers and internet access.

2. Shift Towards Private Schools: 
1. Over the years, there has been a shift towards private 

schools.
2. There is a decrease in the share of government schools 

from 87% in 2006 to 62% in March 2020.

2. Addressing Dropout Rates: 
1. Identify and address root causes of student dropouts, 

including socio-economic factors and quality of 
education.

2. Implement targeted interventions like scholarship 
programs and mentorship initiatives.

3. Build government schools in remote areas to penetrate 
education and basic amenities for digital education 
and promote technology integration.

3. Shortage of teachers, high student-teacher ratio, and 
dependence on contractual teachers are major issues. 
Quality differences are visible between well-funded 
formal schools and under-resourced informal schools.

3. Teacher Recruitment and Training: Recruit and train a 
sufficient number of qualified teachers to reduce the high 
student-teacher ratio. Implement continuous professional 
development programs to improve teaching quality.

4. Social Divides: Existence of social divides (caste-class, 
rural-urban, religious, and gender) impacting education 
quality.

4. Equal Access to Education: Ensure equal access to 
quality education for all, regardless of socio-economic 
status, caste, religion, or gender. Conduct sensitization 
(challenging myths) programs to promote inclusivity and 
reduce biases among teachers, students, and communities.

8. Government Initiatives in Education
a  Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

 PRAGYATA
 Mid-Day Meal Scheme

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
e  PM SHRI Schools

 National Programme on Technology Enhanced 
Learning
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 National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Introduces 

changes to the education system, including the 
use of mother tongue or local language up to 
class 5. It emphasizes comprehensive education 
frameworks and introduces exams at various 
levels.

11.  BHISHM CUBE
 Cu e-  i e s ita s a e een e ye  
in Ay ya a ea   t e ‘Pran Pratishtha’ ceremony.

What is Cube-BHISHM?
1.  A stan s r ‘Bharat Health Initiative for 

Sahyog Hita and Maitri’.
2. t is nsists  a set  ini- u es  esi ne  r 

easy air i in  an  e y ent n any terrain
a) e rta e s ita  an an e a ran e  

e i a  e er en ies  in u in  u et  urn  
ea  s ina  est in uries  et  

b) t is a a e  r i in  ri a  e i a  are t  
00 sur i rs r u  t  4  urs

3. It in u es a u y e ui e  era n t eatre  ini-
C s  en at rs  -tes n  e ui ent  an -ray 

a ine  in  sta n  s e ter a i ity  an  er 
generator.

Project BHISMA
1. Launch Date  r e t is a  as aun e  

in e ruary  2022
2. Objective: t  en an e e i a  rea iness an  

res nse a a i i es  ensurin  a r ust ea t are 
syste  r e er en y situa ns

3. Mobile Hospitals: r e t  in es t e 
e y ent  i e s ita s n n as Ar ya 
aitri isaster ana e ent Cu e-

4. Cutting-Edge Technology: ese i e s ita s are 
e ui e  it  u n -e e te n y i e era n 
t eatre  ini- C s  s asin  inn a n in e i a  
infrastructure.

5. Treatment Capacity: e i a y esi ne  t  treat u  
t  200 asua es  a ressin  t e e i a  nee s  a 
si ni ant nu er  in i i ua s urin  e er en ies

6. Alignment with Bharat Health Initiative: e 
ini a e a i ns it  t e r a er arat ea t  
ni a e  e asi in  era n a y  e are 

ita  an  rien s i  aitri  in ea t are ra es

12. SWACHH SURVEKSHAN AWARDS 2023
1. e ent y  t e a  ur e s an A ar s 202  ere 

i en a ay y resi ent r u a i ur u   
• e t e e r t e year 202  as - “Waste to 

Wealth”.
o r 2024  t e t e e is “Reduce, Reuse and 

Recycle”.

Swachh Survekshan 
1. a  ur e s an is t e world’s largest survey for 

ean iness in i es in n ia  i  as starte  in 
2016.

2. e Swachh Survekshan awards are i en t  i es 
ase  n t eir ran in  in t e sur ey i  reates 

a competition among states t  er r  e er in 
cleanliness.

3. t is n u te  as art  t e a  arat issi n 
r an

What is the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban)?
1. a  arat issi n  a s  n n as C ean 

n ia issi n  is a a r ini a e aun e  y t e 
ern ent  n ia  

2. t as r a y aun e  n October 2, 2014  ar in  
a at a an i s irt  anni ersary

3. ases  t e a  arat issi n in u e

Phases Timeline Aim

Phase 1 e ente  
between 2014 
- 20

1.  a e n ia 
“Open-Defecation 
Free” (  y 

nstru n  t i ets 
e re a at a 
an i s 0t  
irt  anni ersary n 

t er 2  20  
2. en e e a n 

means people using 
e s  us es  rests  

ri ersi es  r t er 
open spaces as places 
for toilets.
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Phase 2 ein  
i e ente  
between 
2020 2  an  
2024–25.

1.  a e n ia 

Garbage Free an  

r i e a ess t  

e ery i en r 

sanita n  

2. anita n  eans 

ee in  t in s ean 

an  ea t y  i e 

a in  ean ater  

r er aste is sa  

an   y iene 

ra es  

3. Also, it aims to change 

t e e a i ur  

e e t  ar cipate 
in sanita n

4. The mission is divided into 2 parts: 

Parts Implementing Agency

Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Rural)

inistry  Ja  a

Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban)

inistry  usin  an  
r an Affairs

  a  arat issi n r an  is i e ente  it  
t e e   t e ua ity C un i   n ia i  is a n n-

r t r ani a n  t sets t e ua ity stan ar s r 
a  i rtant areas in u in  e u a n  ea t are  
en ir n ent r te n  ernan e  s ia  se t rs  
infrastructure sector, etc.

How are cities evaluated in the Swachh 
Survekshan Awards?
1. Citizen Feedback: Ci ens are as e  a ut t eir 

ini n n t e ean iness in t e i es t r u  
sur eys
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2. Field Assessment: e i  sites ere ar a e is 

i e  u  in t e ity are ysi a y e e
3. an in s are i en ase  n t   t ese ara eters

Rankings of Swachh Survekshan Awards 2023:
1. ut  t e   4 states are from North East 

n ia  en e  t ere is a nee  t  us n t e rt  
astern re i n r i e en n  t e issi n a ea

2. Varanasi an  Prayagraj won the top two a ar s 
among the Cleanest Ganga Towns.

3. Indore as nsistent y t e  t e ran in  sin e 
20

How did Indore become the cleanest city in India?
1. n re as ran e  25th in 2016 i  a ar e  t e 

istri t a inistra n t  us n sanita n
2. ey s e i a y targeted the indicators of the 

a  ar e s an ur ey t  rin  a si e 
an e in n re

3. ar ier aste as e te  y ri ate en es in 
n re  ut t e e isi n as ta en t  i e t is task to 

the municipality. 
4. e uni i a ity use  t e nudge effect t  a e t e 

ean iness ini a es u ar a n  e e
• e nu e effe t says t at e e se t   

at is easy an  n enient r t e  rat er 
than what is right for them.

• en e  e s u  a e t e ri t t in  easy r 
e e   t e uni i a ity e i e  t  directly 

collect the waste from the doorstep of the 
citizens.

5. e aste as se re ate  at t e e  e n 
itse  int  2
a. Wet waste: t as i e iate y n erte  int  

st an  s  t  earn s e re enue
b. Dry waste: t as treate  at a reat ent ant at 

e ura ia in n re  
6. e ia  us as a s  i en t  eanin  u   

a u u ate  aste t at as een i e  u  r a n  
e  u  aste is n n as Legacy Waste  e 

uni i a ity treate   a  etri  t nnes  aste 
in ust a ut  nt s  

7. One of t e a r reas ns y n re re ains at t e 
t   t e ran in  is its -star ra n  e criteria for 
a 5-star Rating un er t e a  arat issi n 
says that 75%  t e aste s u  e treate  at t e 

u in  site itse  i  n re i  at its e ura ia 
plant.

8. NGOs ere un e  ase  n  u  t ey r te  
t e ini a e  e r n in e  rea n  
a areness  en ura in  aste i en a n  an  
re ar in  si e e a i rs re ate  t  ean iness

9. e inn a e a r a es y t e n re 
A inistra n in u e
a. Dustbins for Vehicles  istri ute  000 ust ins 

to car owners for throwing trash responsibly.
b. Oath of Cleanliness  n ura e  a s  e e 

t  ta e an at  t  ee  t eir surr un in s ean
c. Penalties  A ne  s  2 0 t  00 as i se  

n t e s t r s i n  n r a s  urina n  in t e 
open or throwing trash.

13.   ATAL SETU: INDIA’S LONGEST SEA 
BRIDGE 

1. n January  2024  aren ra i inau urates 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Sewri-Nhava Sheva Atal Setu in 

a i u ai
2. t is a s  re erre  t  as Mumbai Trans Harbour Link 

(MTHL).
3. t is t e n est ri e in n ia an  a s  t e longest 

sea bridge in the country.
4. It is a 21.8 Kms long - ane ri e a in  a ut 16.5 

km en t  er t e sea an  a ut 5.5 km on the 
land. 
• Earlier, Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Bridge was 

t e n est ri e in n ia  er t e river 
Brahmaputra, in Assa  e 9.15 Km long ri er 

ri e
5. t nne ts e ri in u ai it  a a e a in 

ai a  istri t
6. It will provide faster connectivity t  u ai 

nterna na  Air rt an  a i u ai nterna na  
Air rt an  i  a s  re u e t e tra e  e r  

u ai t  une  a an  ut  n ia
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7. It will also improve connectivity et een u ai 

rt  Ja a ar a  e ru rt

8. e r e t is financed by t e Ja an nterna na  

C era n A en y (JICA), erin  0   t e t ta  

r e t st  i e t e re ainin  r n is s are  

between the state and central governments.

14.   NEW SOLAR POWER SCHEME FOR 
PVTGS UNDER PM JANMAN

1. In January 2024, The President has given approval for 

a new Solar Power Scheme for villages inhabited by 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) under 

the PM JANMAN scheme.

2. It is implemented by the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy (MNRE) as part of PM-JANMAN.

Scope of Coverage

1. The scheme covers electrification in PVTG areas 

located in 18 States and UT of Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands.

2. It focuses on off-grid solar systems where grid-based 

electricity supply is not feasible.

3. Additionally, solar lighting provision is included for 

1500 Multi-Purpose Centres (MPCs) in PVTG areas 

lacking grid electricity.

Components:

1. Electrification of 1 lakh PVTG Households through 

Off-grid Solar Power:

a) Solar Home Lighting System (SHLS) provided free 

of cost for scattered un-electrified Households.

b) Central Financial Assistance (CFA) covers system 

cost, transportation, installation, maintenance for 

5 years, and taxes.

c) Provision of 0.3 kW Solar off-grid system for each 

HH.

2. Solar Mini-Grid:

a) Installed for clusters of households in PVTG 

habitation/hamlet instead of individual Solar 

Home Lighting System (SHLS).

b) MNRE provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) 

support limited to Rs. 50,000 per un-electrified 

household covered under the Mini-Grid.

c) The developer is responsible for operating and 

maintaining the Mini-Grid for a minimum of 5 

years.

3. Solarisation of Multi-Purpose Centers (MPCs):

a) Installation of solar street lighting and provision 

of lighting in 1500 MPCs where grid electricity is 

unavailable.

b) Each MPC receives Rs. 1 lakh for solarisation.

4. Implementation Agency: The respective DISCOM in 

the PVTG area serves as the implementing agency for 

the Scheme.

Understanding the PM-JANMAN scheme 

1. About

a) The Ministry of Tribal Affairs launched the 

Pradhan Mantri-Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha 

Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) Scheme.

b) It focuses on uplifting Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Groups (PVTGs) and integrating them into 

the mainstream

2. Implementation:

a) Executed by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs in 

collaboration with state governments and PVTG 

communities.

b) Comprises both Central Sector and Centrally 

Sponsored Schemes.

3. Critical Interventions:

a) Managed by 9 line Ministries.

b) Aims to implement existing schemes in villages 

inhabited by PVTGs.

4. Scope: The mission’s primary scope is to 

comprehensively enhance the living conditions 

of PVTG (Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group) 

households and habitations by ensuring they have 

access to essential amenities and services. This 

includes:
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Priority Description
a) Safe Housing Ensuring secure and habitable housing for PVTG households, providing protection from 

environmental challenges and fostering a sense of security.
b) Clean Drinking Water 

& Sanitation

Guaranteeing access to clean drinking water and proper sanitation facilities to reduce 

health risks and improve overall well-being.
c) Education Enhancing access to quality education for PVTG children, empowering them with 

knowledge and skills for a better future
d) Healthcare & Nutrition Providing easy access to healthcare services and nutrition programs for improved 

overall health outcomes in PVTG communities.
e) Road & Telecom 

Connectivity

Establishing road infrastructure, electricity, and telecom connectivity to enhance 

economic opportunities and access to information in PVTG habitations.
f) Sustainable Livelihood 

Opportunities

Promoting sustainable livelihood options to empower PVTG communities economically 

and reduce reliance on marginal resources.

5. Critical Interventions: - The mission aims to cover all eligible PVTG beneficiaries and PVTG habitations through 11 
critical interventions through 9 Ministries including MoTA.

6. Expected Impact:
a) Enhancing the quality of life and well-being of PVTGs.
b) Addressing multiple forms of discrimination and exclusion.
c) Recognizing and valuing their unique contributions to national and global development.

7. Challenges in Implementation of PM- JANMAN Scheme with their respective solutions:

Challenges Solutions

1. Data inaccuracy

a) Conduct regular and comprehensive census surveys

b) Implement transparent data collection processes

c) Ensure timely and accurate reporting of data

2. Lack of transparency

a) Ensure results of baseline surveys are made public

b) Foster transparency in project implementation

c) Engage stakeholders through open communication

3. Lack of accountability

a) Define clear roles and responsibilities

b) Establish mechanisms for monitoring and evaluation

c) Hold responsible parties accountable for outcomes

4. Loss of ecological diversity

a) Conduct environmental impact assessments

b) Implement sustainable development practices

c) Preserve and protect natural habitats and resources

5. Loss of cultural heritage

a) Incorporate traditional knowledge and practices

b) Promote cultural preservation and education

c) Empower communities to safeguard their heritage

6. Lack of autonomy

a) Ensure participation of PVTGs in decision-making

b) Respect and protect indigenous rights and autonomy

c) Promote self-governance and community empowerment
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Who are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)?

Definition
PVTGs were originally designated as Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) in 1973 by the Dhebar 

Commission and were renamed by the Government of India in 2006. 

Characteristics

1. Preservation of pre-agricultural practices, 

2. Hunting and gathering practices, 

3. Decreasing or stagnant population growth, and 

4. Relatively low levels of literacy in contrast to other tribal groups.

Population
There are 75 PVTGs spread across 18 states and 1 Union Territory (Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands), totaling approximately 27.6 lakh individuals as per the 2011 Census.

Distribution Odisha (15) has the highest number of PVTGs, followed by Andhra Pradesh (12).

Other Initiatives for PVTGs:
1. Janjatiya Gaurav Divas: A celebration recognizing the cultural heritage and contributions of tribal communities.
2. Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra: A developmental journey focusing on uplifting marginalized communities, including 

PVTGs.
3. PM PVTG Mission: A mission aimed at addressing the specific needs and challenges faced by PVTGs, ensuring their 

holistic development and integration into society.

15.   MPLADS E-SAKSHI MOBILE APP LAUNCHED 
 n January 2024  A  e er  ar ia ent a  Area e e ent e e A  e- A  i e 
A i a n as aun e  y inistry  ta s s an  r ra e e enta n 
• at a s s t  r se  tra  an  ersee r e ts un er A  e e

About e-SAKSHI Application:
1. a i itates t e re ise  un   r e ure un er t e Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 

(MPLADS) Scheme.
2. Ai s t  re u ni e t e en a e ent an  ana e ent  e e ent r e ts y e ers  ar ia ent s  

in t eir ns tuen ies
3. ffers convenience and accessibility  ena in  s t  r se  tra  an  ersee r e ts n enient y
4. r i es real-time access t  r e t in r a n  en an in  e isi n- a in  an  res nsi eness
5. Streamlines communication et een s an  re e ant aut ri es  sterin  e ient e an e  in r a n
6. Promotes transparency y r i in  instant u ates n r e t status an  r ress
7. n u es eatures r budget management, a in  s t  nit r e en itures effe e y

Key points about the MPLAD Scheme:
1. ntr u e  in 1993  u y un e  y t e ern ent  n ia
2. un s are re ease  as rants-in-ai  ire t y t  istri t aut ri es
3. un s are non-lapsable  ensurin  en t e ent carries forward to subsequent years.
4. Annua  en t e ent er ns tuen y is 5 crore rupees.
5. s re en  r s  istri t aut ri es san n  e e ute  an  ete t e
6. Lok Sabha e ers re en  r s in t eir ns tuen ies  Rajya Sabha e ers re en  r s anywhere 

in their state.
7. Nominated e ers  ar ia ent an re en  r s nationwide.
8. A  r e ts an e i e ente  in areas affe te  y ari us natura  a a i es an  a ar s
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1.  FRENCH PRESIDENT VISITED INDIA 
ren  resi ent anue  a r n isite  n ia as t e 

C ie  uest r n ia s t  e u i  ay  is isit ar s 
resi ent a r n s 2nd State Visit an  t e 6th French 

leader visit as a e u i  ay uest  n ur

A state visit is a r a  isit y t e ea   state  ne 
untry t  t e ea   state  an t er untry  e 
st untry s ea   state in ites t e isi n  ea   

state  e ur se  a state isit is t  n r  t e  
re a ns i  et een t e t  untries
Republic Day Guest of Honour: 

ery year  a ea   state r ern ent  an t er 
untry is in ite  as t e state uest  n r r t e 

e u i  ay e e ra ns in e  e i  e uest 
untry is en sen n t e asis  strate i  

e n i  an  i a  interests

India-France Joint Statement on the State Visit 
of  French President  
1. e isit stren t ens t e 25-year strategic 

partnership et een t  na ns
2. is isit a e a er n ian ri e inister i 

isite  ran e  as t e uest  n ur r t e Bastille 
Day Parade  an  it e e rate  t eir n -ter  

artners i  ase  n n a ues i e e ra y
a. 14 July is a s e ia  ay in ran e a e   a na  

ay  t is a s  a e  as e ay  is ay ar s 
t e anni ersary  t e Storming of the Bastille in 
1789  i  as an i rtant e ent urin  t e 
French Revolution. 

b. n Ju y 202  n ia s ri e inister  ri aren ra 
i  as in ite  t  ran e  as t e uest  

n ur r t e as e ay ara e  urin  t e 
ara e  a r u   2  e ers r  t e Indian 

Armed Forces  marched it  t e ren  r es  
3. Who Came and What Happened: resi ent a r n 

a e it  i rtant inisters an  usiness e e  
e French military took part in India’s Republic Day 

parade. 

B. International Relations
4. Focus on Climate Change: ey ai  a en n t  

i ate r e s  r te n  nature  an  u n  
ey supported the UAE’s leadership in the upcoming 

C 2  an  n ia s an t  st C  in 202  
5. Defense Working Together: n ia an  ran e a ree  

t  r  t et er t  anu a ture i itary e ui ent  
usin  n a an e  te n ies i e robotics, AI, 

and cyber defense.  
a. ran e as e er e  as an i rtant e ense 

artner  n ia 2nd largest defense exporter 
after Russia  n ia u t 36 Rafale aircrafts 
r  ran e  

b. Airbus-TATA Helicopter Deal: n a a r st t  
‘Make in India  Air us an  ata r u  ann un e  
a ea  t  int y anu a ture an  asse e t e 

2  sin e-en ine e i ter
c. New Procurements  n ia ann un e  ans t  

buy 26 Rafale-M fighter ets an  3 additional 
Scorpene-class submarines r its na y

6. Space Work Together: ey e e rate  a 0-year 
s a e artners i  usin  n a in  sate ites an  
s a e te n y    an  C  ren  a e 
A en y  a e a rate  n s a e issi ns su  as 
the recent  launch of GSAT-24 satellite.

7. Digital Work: ran e intr u e  t e ni e  ay ent 
Interface (UPI) at the Eiffel Tower which shows 
te n i a  era n et een 2 untries

8. Nuclear Energy: en nu ear ener y is use  t  
generate electricity, we call it civil nuclear use. ran e 

as e e  n ia in e e in  t e Jaitapur Nuclear 
Power Project, a  u ar ea t rs (SMR) an  
A an e  u ar ea t rs r enera n  e e tri ity

9. Renewable Energy: ey r e  t et er in t e 
nterna na  ar A ian e(ISA) an  su rte  
rea n  a ar A a e y in Senegal a untry in 
est A ri a

10. Science and Innovation: ey e are  2026 as 
the India-France Year of Innovation an  is usse  

r in  t et er in areas i e ener y an  ea t
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11. Consular Services: n ia esta is e  its C nsu ate 

in Marseille (in France) an  ran e i  t e sa e in 
Hyderabad to provide consular services r i ens 
of both countries. 
a. C nsu ar ser i es are t e assistan e r i e  y 

a untry s e assy r nsu ate t  its i ens 
a r a  i e issuin  ass rts an  e in  in 
emergencies.

12. Young Professional Scheme: ran e a ree  t  a  
y un  n ian r essi na s a e  -  t  stu y r 

r  in ran e  
a. Professionals  are in i i ua s  are i y 

s i e  an  traine  in a s e i  e  r u a n 
su  as t rs  a yers  en ineers  tea ers  
et  ran e a s  e ten e  isa a i i es r n ian 
stu ents ursuin  aster s e rees in ran e

India-France bilateral relationship:
Historical Background
1. es ite ran e s nia  resen e in n ia  t e 

t  untries a e transi ne  int  a artners i  
re ni in  n ia s r t  an  a  stan e

2. n ia an  ran e starte  ta in  an  r in  t et er 
in 1948  s n a er n ia e a e in e en ent  ey 

a e a ays a  a  an  rien y re a ns i  
ase  n res e t an  un erstan in  r ea  t er  

3. In 1998  t ey e i e  t  a e t eir n  str n er y 
r in  a trate i  artners i  usin  n e ense  

i i  nu ear issues  an  s a e   t ey a s  r  
t et er n ari e se urity  y er se urity  an  
climate change.

4. Shared Values and Cooperation: eir artners i  
is ase  n n e ra  a ues  e ie  in 

r in  t et er interna na y  an  str n  u tura  
an  e e-t - e e es

5. Indian Diaspora’s Role: e n ian unity in 
ran e  t r u  i a  r ani a ns  a resses 

issues  is ri ina n  re e n  a utua  u tura  
e an e

Recent Developments: 
1. 2023 Milestones: ar e  2  years  t eir 

artners i  e ri e inister  n ia isite  
ran e  a en e  t e ren  a na  ay  an  set a 
uture an a e  Horizon 2047’. A i  n ian u tura  
es a  ‘Namaste France’  as a s  e

Key Areas of Cooperation
1. Defense/Strategic Partnership:
 e ense an  in ustria  era n are ey arts 

 t e n ia- ran e strate i  artners i  n ia as 
a ree ents it  er  untries  ut its 1998 
agreement with France is special. e artners i  
in u es nuclear technology, space, defense, cyber 
security, intelligence, and fighting terrorism  ran e 
su rts n ia s ‘Make in India’ r ra  an  e ense 

anu a turin  ey are e in  t e n ian a y it  
a r e t t  ui  su arines  e n ian Air r e 
is e n  36 Rafale Fighter Jets from France, which 

e e  urin  t e a ay a ey n i t it  C ina  
ran e a s  su rts n ia s i  r a er anent seat 

at t e nite  a ns e urity C un i
A. Bilateral joint military exercises: Ar y er ise-

Shakti  a a  er ise-Varuna  Air r e er ise-
Garuda

2. Maritime Cooperation:
 n 20  t  na ns si ne  an a ree ent t  st 

er ia  s i in  e ni in  t e i rtan e 
of the Indian Ocean Region  t  si es a e 
si ne  t e Mutual Logistics Support Agreement,’ 

i  u  ena e t e na ies  t  t e na ns 
t  erate r  ea  t er s na a  ases in t e  
in areas i e Djibouti, Abu Dhabi, Reunion Islands, 
Mauritius, Oman, and Seychelles.

3. Economic Cooperation:
 ra e et een n ia an  ran e is in reasin  ran e 

is ne  t e t  rei n in est rs in n ia  any 
ren  anies erate in n ia  An a ree ent 
it  t e ur ean ni n u  urt er in rease 

tra e  st- re it  ran e is tryin  t  a ra t n ian 
anies t at use  t  erate in ritain

4. Energy Cooperation:
 n ia an  ran e a e a Civil Nuclear cooperation 

agreement  ey are r in  n nu ear ener y 
r e ts an  aun e  t e International Solar 

Alliance  in 20

5. Cooperation on Counterterrorism:
 A er t e aris in s  t  untries a e r e  

se y t  t a  terr ris  ran e su rts 
n ia s r sa  r a C re ensi e C n en n 
n nterna na  err ris  at t e nite  a ns  
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ey are a s  r in  t et er a ainst bio-terrorism 

threats.
A. A biological attack, or bio-terrorism, is the 

inten na  re ease  iruses  a teria  r t er 
er s t at an si en r i  e e  i est  r 

crops.
Challenges and Opportunities
1. ne  t e ain a en es in t e n ia- ran e 

re a ns i  is t e tra e i a an e  it  n ia 
e r n  ess t  ran e t an it i rts

2. An t er a en e is t e er e n t at ren  
anies are n t as res nsi e t  t e n ian ar et 

as their American or Chinese counterparts.
 era  t e n ia- ran e i atera  re a ns i  is 
str n  an  r in  e t  untries s are a n 
interest in r n  sta i ity an  r s erity in t e n -

a i  re i n  e er  t ere are a s  any rtuni es 
r urt er era n et een t e t  untries  su  

as in t e areas  in rastru ture e e ent  s art 
i es  an  rene a e ener y

2.   INDIA-MYANMAR BORDER FREE 
MOVEMENT REGIME 

1. n January 2024  t e entra  ern ent ann un e  
t at it u  a is  t e ree e ent e i e 

 ue t  t e n in  et ni  n i t in ani ur  
2. e  is a s  ein  re nsi ere  ue t  insur en y  

s u in  ru  tra e an  t e in reasin  i ra n 
 yan ar na na s in  t e 202  i a  

instability.

1. Detailed Background and Start of FMR:
a. How the Border Came to Be: a  in 2  t e ri s  

ru ers re  t e ine se ara n  n ia an  yan ar  
s i n  s e et ni  uni es int  t  ifferent 
countries.

b. Beginning of FMR in 2018: n ia starte  t e  t  
stren t en its re a ns i  it  yan ar an  e  

a  e n ies r  is as art  n ia s i y 
to connect more with eastern neighbours.

c. Why FMR was Introduced  e i ea as t  a e i e 
easier r tri es i in  near t e r er  s  t ey u  
r ss it r in  usiness  e n  e i a  treat ent  
r e u a n it ut nee in  a isa

2. Understanding Conflicts and Movement of People:
a. Fighting in Manipur  e arri a   u i-C in 

e e r  yan ar int  ani ur as ause  
re tensi n an  ts et een t e a  

eiteis an  u is
b. People Seeking Safety After 2021  A er 

yan ar s i itary t  ntr  in 202  ts 
 e e r  yan ar e  t  sa er a es in 

near y n ian states  i e ani ur an  i ra
3.  Safety Concerns and Actions by the Indian 

Government:
a. India’s Recent Decision: C nsi erin  t e sa ety 

rries  t e n ian ern ent ants t  en e 
t e en re r er t  re ent i e a  a i es

b. Rethinking the FMR: is an a s  in es 
re nsi erin  t e  e ause  issues i e 

e e r ssin  i e a y  ru  s u in  an  
fears of rebel support.

4.  Problems in Managing the Border:
a. Challenging Geography  e r er area is u  

 rests an  i s  a in  it t u  t  at  er 
an  ut-u  en es

b. Misuse by Rebels  Certain r u s are n n t  
use t is en r er area t  s u e ea ns 
an  ru s

5. How Changes Can Affect Local People and the 
Economy:
a. Impact on Local Lives  C an in  t e  ru es 

might create problems for local tribes, who 
e en  n r ssin  t e r er r r  an  

i in
b. Importance of Border Trade  e area ar un  

t e r er as a ist ry  tra e an  it is ery 
important for the local economy.

  Looking at International Relations:
a. Friendship Between India and Myanmar: e 

 as een a ey art  aintainin   
re a ns et een t e t  untries

b. Effects on Regional Peace   n ia an  
yan ar an e t e  an  r er issues ays 

a i  r e in t e ea e an  se urity  t e re i n  
an  in n ia s re a ns it  t er untries

 Views of Experts and Future Plans:
a. Balancing Act Required  erts say  it s 

i rtant t  n  a ay t  ee  t e r er 
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safe without causing too much trouble for local 

uni es
b. Improving FMR Rules  ey su est a in  

e er ru es r t e  instea   ete y 
stopping it.

  Recent Happenings and Data:
a. Drug Problems and Arrests in Manipur: Recently, 

t ere as een a t  ru  s u in  an  
re ate  arrests in ani ur

b. Dealing with Illegal Immigrants: e n ian 
ern ent is r in  n i en yin  an  

sen in  a  e e   a e e int  t e 
untry i e a y r  yan ar

Conclusion:
 e situa n at t e n ia- yan ar r er  es e ia y 
a ut t e  in es any ayers  in u in  ist ri a  

unity  e n i  an  se urity as e ts  i e t ere s 
a ear nee  t  i r e r er se urity  it s a s  ru ia  
t  t in  a ut t e a  e e s nee s an  n ia s ar er 
goals in how it interacts with other countries. A careful, 

e -t u t- ut a r a  is ne essary t  a ress t ese 
ifferent issues

3.  BANGLADESH ELECTIONS

Context:
 e ent y  enera  e ns ere e  in an a es  

an  ri e inister Sheikh Hasina an  er arty  
Awami League  a e een re-e e te

How Elections are carried out in Bangladesh?
1. an a es  as a parliamentary democracy  ey 

 enera  e e ns t  se e ers  t e 
Jatiya Sangsad a na  ar ia ent  i  as only 
one house  n ntrast  t e n ian ar ia ent as t  

uses  t e  a a an  t e a ya a a
2. e e e t ra  syste  is ase  n a first-past-the-

post system  ere t e an i ate  ets t e 
a i u  tes in ea  ns tuen y ins a seat in 

the parliament. 
3. Out of the total 350 seats, 50 are reserved for women. 

ey are e e te  y t e Proportional Representation 
System in i  t e nu er  seats a i a  arty 

ets e en s n t e er enta e  tes t at arty 
re ei es in an e e n  r e a e - i  a arty ets 

0  tes  t en 0   t e 0 reser e  seats i e  2  
are r i e  t  en e ers r  t at arty

4. Simi ar t  n ia  an a es  as multiple political 
parties ar i a n  in e e ns  e er  sin e t e 

0s  2 parties a e een t e ain e t rs
1. Awami League e  y Sheikh Hasina

 t as r e  in 4  as an a terna e t  t e 
us i  ea ue in ast a istan

 A er t e i era n  an a es  in  ei  
u i ur e an r  A a i arty e er e  as 

a u ar ea er
 e an  is a i y ere ur ere  ut 2  is 

au ters ne  t e  ein  ei  asina  
sur i e

 is arty as een in er r 4 ter s
2. Bangladesh Nationalist Party e  by Khalida Zia

 t as r e  in  y iaur a an  as 
ater i e

 is i e a i a ia as een ea in  t e arty 
since then.

 is arty as een in er r 2 ter s

Why Bangladesh Elections are controversial?
1. e ns in an a es  a e historically been 

controversial as t e u in  arty r ea ers ere 
a use   usin  t eir si n t  in uen e t e 
e e n resu ts

2.  a ress t ese issues  a caretaker government 
system as esta is e  in 1990  ts tas  as t  

nit r t e e e n r ess t  ensure airness an  
i ar a ity  A  e e ns in  200  an  200  

ere n u te  un er t is syste
3. e er  t is syste  as abolished in 2011, as it 

as n entra n  er in t e an s  une e te  
in i i ua s  is es a ainst t e rin i e  

ar ia entary e ra y  ere e e te  e ers 
en y er an  are res nsi e t  t e e e

4. A a i ea ue e  y ei  asina as t e a r 
ayer in t e a i n  t e areta er syste  

e er  t e si n ar es ai e  t at it 
as ne t  ani u ate e e ns an  su ress 

si n
5. e Bangladesh Nationalist Party e  y a i a ia 

has boycotted t e enera  e ns sin e 20 4 an  
a ai ne  ast year t  restart t e areta er syste
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Why Bangladesh is important to India?
1. Strategic Location: n ia s ares its n est an  

r er it  an a es  ar un  4 000  n ian 
states i  s are t e r er it  an a es  
in u e est en a  Assa  e a aya  ri ura an  

i ra  t a es an a es  i rtant r t e 
re i n s sta i ity an  se urity  

2. Economic Ties: an a es  as e e t e 2n -
ar est e n y in ut  Asia  re a in  a istan  t 

is n ia s i est tra in  artner in ut  Asia
3. Connectivity and Regional Cooperation  an a es  

is ey t  n ia s ans t  nne t it  ut - ast Asia 
an  e e  t e an e  rt east  t is a ey 

ayer in re i na  r u s i e C ay  en a  
ni a e  an   an a es  utan  n ia  
e a  n ia an  an a es  s are 4 n ri ers 
a in  t e ay r n an  ater ay nne ity

4. China Factor: C ina s r in  in uen e an  
in e ent in t e re i n affe t  n ia an  

an a es  intera t  an a es  as een are u y 
ana in  its re a ns it  t  n ia an  C ina

5. USA Factor: ist ri a y an a es  es n t a e 
 re a ns it  t e A  e A a  e en 

su rte  a istan urin  t e  an a es  
i era n ar  A s  t e i en A inistra n 

re eate y raises t e issue  u an i ts i a ns 
in an a es

What are India’s interests in the Bangladesh 
Elections?
1. Sheikh Hasina is a strong ally of India  it  es 

a n  a  t  t e 0s  en n ia su rte  
an a es s i era n e ent e  y er at er  

Mujibbur Rahman.
2. er 4 terms as ri e inister stren t ene  n ia-

an a es  re a ns  res in  issues an  su r n  
n ia s se urity

3. n t e t er an  Khaleda Zia’s party, BNP, is less 
a ure  y n ia

4. urin  er tenure  an a es  a  e e a r un  
r terr rists  a  anti-India agendas.

5. Terrorist groups  a e  y a istan s nter- er i es 
nte i en e  erate  r  an a es  raisin  

se urity n erns r rt east n ia an  t e 
an a es  r er

4.  PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN TAIWAN
 In January 2024  resi en a  e e ns ere e  in 
ai an

About Taiwan
1. ai an is an island ate  in ast Asia an  it is 

se arate  r  C ina y Taiwan Strait.
2. A strait is a narrow passage of water that connects 

t  ar er ies  ater  ai an trait nne ts t e 
East China Sea an  t e South China Sea.

3. e is an  is re a e y aut n us an  erns itse

Capital ai ei

Population er 2  i i n 
people

What is the Historical Background of Taiwan?
1. China claims Taiwan as its territory an  ants t  

reunite it it  ain an  C ina
2. is ai  ates a  t  C inese re r s r  r  

entury A  en t e er r  C ina a  sent its 
r es an  ai e  ai an as art  its territ ry

Period Taiwan’s Status

Till 1683 ai an as controlled y ari us 
untries  in u in  t e ut  ast 

n ia C any

1683–1895 ai an as un er t e u e  t e Qing 
Dynasty.

1895–1945 ai an as i en t  Ja an as it n 
the 1st Sino-Japanese War. en e  it 
re aine  un er t e Japanese Rule.

1945 ai an as returne  t  China. 

1949 e civil war between the Chinese 
a na ist arty u intan  r  

an  t e C inese C unist arty 
CC  ended. 

What is a Civil War?
1. A i i  ar is a t it in ne untry et een 

ifferent r u s t at ant ntr  
2. n t e ase  C ina  i i  ar n nue  r a ery 

n  e r  1927 and 1949.
3.  ante  t  intr u e Liberal democracy i e 

estern untries  ereas CC  ante  t  esta is  
a Communist state i e t e 
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4. n 4  t e e ers  t e  ran a ay t  ai an 
an  t e CC  t  t e ntr   en re C ina  CC  
e en ai e  s erei nty er ai an  erei nty 
re ers t  t e su re e an  a s ute aut rity a state 

as er its territ ry an  e e
5. CC  sai  t at ne ay t ey i  re-unite ai an int  

ain an  C ina  r t is  t ey are e en rea y t  a e 
use of military force.

6. n t e t er an   e  ai an ant t  esta is  
a ns tu na  e ra y  t a s  as an ar e  r e 

 ar un   a  ers nne  t see s interna na  
re ni n as an in e en ent an  s erei n untry

What are China’s Concerns regarding Taiwan?
1. e resent resi ent  ai an as i en ints  

formal independence  ai an  
2. e r in  ties  ai an with the United States 

a  t  t e tensi n
3. A t u  t e A ia y re nise C ina an  n t 

ai an  it se s ea ns t  ai an
4. ai an is art  t e first island chain  e rst 

is an  ain  is a ter  t at re ers t  a ine  i rtant 
is an s ff t e eastern ast  Asia  in u in  a es 
i e Ja an  ai an  an  t e i i ines i  are 
rien y t  t e A

5. ai an is t e Hub of Semiconductor Industry  e 
se i n u t r i s e e e  y t e ai anese 

any C are nsi ere  t e est in t e r  
en t e A is e en ent n t ese i s

What is the Role of the United States of America?
1. e  ini a y su rte  ai an s a na ists i e  

 in 4
2. e er  it an e  its stan e in  an  re nise  

ain an  C ina as t e rea  C ina ut it es n t ean 
t at t e A e  ai an rat er  it as aintaine  
strategic ambiguity it  ai an

What is Strategic Ambiguity?
1. t eans t e A esn t ear y say et er it u  

e en  ai an  i  t ere s a n i t it  C ina  
2. n  A asse  the Taiwan Relations Act which 

a e  t e  t  su rt ai an i itari y
3. t treats ai an as a e ra  artner  i  an 

unter C ina s in uen e in t e re i n.

What are India’s Interests in Taiwan?
1. n ia s ares common interests it  ai an  in u in  

tra e an  strate i  n erns re ar in  C ina s 
aggression. 

2. t  untries a ue e ra y  ree  an  
human rights. 

3. n ia a s  as an interest in technology e an e  
i  an e  in its i ita  trans r a n  t uris  

e u a n  an  e e-t - e e nta ts it  
ai an

What has been India’s Stand regarding Taiwan?
1. n ia an  ai an a e friendly relations since 1995 

through the India-Taiwan Association (ITA). ey 
an e t in s i e usiness  t uris  an  ass rt 
a er r  t et er

2. n ia says t at any issues et een ai an an  C ina 
s u  e ea e u y s e  t r u  ia ue  i  
aligns with Article 51  t e C ns tu n  n ia  
Article 51 says that India should work towards 
maintaining peace and security in the world.

5. MALDIVES GOVT. SUSPENDS 3 MINISTERS
1. n January 202  t e ern ent  t e a i es 

suspended 3 deputy ministers a er t ey use  s ia  
e ia t  a e isres e u  re ar s a ut Prime 

Minister of INDIA.
2. is situa n e an it  a series  sts n  y 

t e n ian  ai e  at r n  t uris  in t e 
a s a ee  is an s  

3. in   i s st  se era  e - n n 
a i ian s ia  e ia users made offensive and 

derogatory comments.
a. e  a i ian inisters ere a n  t se 

 a e t ese re ar s
4. ese ents ere ire te  n t n y at t e 

n ian  ut a s  at n ians in enera  
PM’s Lakshadweep Visit

Projects Inaugurated  er Rs 1150 crore worth of 
e e ents in Technology, Energy, Water Resources, 

Healthcare, and Education.
Key developments:-
1. Kochi-Lakshadweep s an s Submarine Optical 

Fiber C nne n
2.  e erature er a  esa ina n (LTTD) 

plant at Kadmat.



ENSU
RE IA

S

2www.ensureias.com Contact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

3. un na  use  a  C nne ns (FHTC) in 
Agatti and Minicoy Islands.

4. Solar power plant at Kavaratti.
5. un a n r Primary Health Care facility 

renovation an  e  An an a i Centres

The Maldives’ political landscape has seen 
a notable shift towards China, impacting its 
relationship with India. 
1. Change in Leadership: a e  ui u  seen as 

r -C ina  n t e resi en y  si na in  a s i  in t e 
a i es  rei n i y  

a. is i t ry is seen as a st r C ina an  
in i ates tensi n in t e n ian ean re i n 

2. “India Out” Campaign: ui u a ai ne  n a 
a r  t at in u e  re in  n ian i itary 

ers nne  sta ne  in t e a i es
3. New Agreements with China: urin  ui u s rst 

state isit t  ei in  t e a i es an  C ina si ne  
se era  a ree ents  is e asi in  C ina s r e in 

a i es  e n i  an  in rastru ture e e ent 
4. In December 2023  n t e si e ines  t e COP28 

i ate su it  t e resi ent ui u sai  t at n ia s 
ern ent as a ree  t  it ra  its s iers r  

t e a i es
India-Maldives Relations:
1. Historic Connections  t  na ns s are ee -

r te  nne ns in ter s  u ture  an ua e  
an  usiness  India was one of the 1st to recognize 
Maldives as a country en it e a e in e en ent 
in 

2. Location and Importance  a i es is near n ia s 
est ast an  ies n i rtant sea r utes in t e 

n ian ean  a in  it ery i rtant t  n ia
3. Security Ties: n a i es  rei n re a ns  n ia 

ays a ey r e  es e ia y in se urity  n ia is 
nsi ere  an i rtant r te t r in t is re i n

4. India’s Help in Crises  n ia s ui  e  urin  t e 
 u  a e t  t e 2004 suna i  an  t e 20 4 

ater s rta e in a e as a e t e re a ns i  
stronger.

5. Development Works: n ia is art  any r e ts in 
a i es  in u in  in ea t  e u a n  an  ui in  
r  i e  e e ent  air rts at ani aa  

an  an s an  an is an  nne ity r e t a e  
Greater Male Connectivity Project.

6. Tourism  a i es is a a rite a e r n ian 
t urists  it  re an  re n ians isi n  re ent y

7. Education and Training  n ia ffers any s ars i s 
an  trainin  an es t  stu ents an  r essi na s 
r  a i es

 ese ints s  t e i e-ran in  an  e in  
artners i  et een n ia an  t e a i es  erin  

strate i  e n i  e e ent  an  u tura  areas
 Conclusion   i s isit ar s si ni ant 
stri es in a s a ee s e e ent an  i i ts 
n ia s it ent t  en an in  in rastru ture in its 

re te areas  e su se uent i a  in i ent it  
a i es stresse  t e sensi i es in re i na  i s an  

t e i rtan e  aintainin  res e u  interna na  
re a ns

6.  ANGOLA EXITS OPEC 
1. An a  A ri a s se n  ar est i  r u er  e its 

r  C r ani a n  t e etr eu  r n  
C untries  in  its isa ree ents n ernin  
t e r u n tar ets  

2. An a  i  ine  C in 200  r u es a ut 
 i i n arre s er ay  are  it  2  i i n 
 r t e e r u

Background
1. C an  a ie  na ns e i e  t  s as  i  

r u n in 2024 t  r  u  a e a  ri es
2. As a resu t  C e i e  t  re u e An a s i  

output target.
3. Angola’s stands  e isi n  s as in  i  r u n 

es a ainst its i y  a i in  e ine an  
res e n  ntra ts

Impact of the Decision
1. u er  C e ers as re u e  r   t  

2  it  An a s e arture
2. e arture raises n erns re ar in  t e unity  t e 

r ani a ns an  resu ts in a r  in t e interna na  
oil prices.
○ st ann un e ent  ri es a rea y e t y re 

t an 
3. i er en e in t e su y ain i t es a ate t e 

e is n  e i a  tensi ns  i a n  i  s i in  
routes.
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About OPEC
1. e C is a permanent, intergovernmental 

organization  t e i  r u in  na ns
2. Headquarters  ienna  Austria
3. ri in an e tra e  a  t  t e Baghdad Conference 

in 1960, y ran  ra  u ait  au i Ara ia  an  
ene ue a

4. At present 12 Members it  An a s e it
 A eria  C n  uat ria  uinea  a n  ran  

ra  u ait  i ya  i eria  au i Ara ia  nite  
Ara  irates  an  ene ue a

5. Countries who already withdraw r  C  ua r 
in 2020   an  atar in 20  an  n nesia in 20  

7.   SOUTH AFRICA FILES CASE AGAINST 
ISRAEL 

1. Recently, South Africa filed case against Israel in 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), alleging 
misconduct in Gaza.

2. South Africa argued that Israel’s military activities in 
Gaza violated the ‘Genocide Convention’.

3. The ‘Genocide Convention’ formed the foundation of 
South Africa’s case, emphasizing the importance of 
safeguarding civilian lives in conflict zones like Gaza.

About Genocide:
Definition: According to the United Nations (UN), 
genocide refers to the willing and systematic destruction 
of a specific ethnic, racial, religious, or national group.

What is the Genocide Convention?
1. Historical Background: 

a) The Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide is a 
document of international law that officially 
defined the crime of genocide for the first time.

b) It was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 
December 9, 1948, marking it as the first human 
rights treaty passed after the Second World War.

2. Commitment to Prevention: Its adoption represented 
a significant commitment by the international 
community to ensure that the acts of genocide should 
never be repeated, emphasizing the principle of 
“never again.”

3. Development of International Law: The Genocide 
Convention played a crucial role in shaping 
international human rights and criminal law, setting 
a framework for subsequent treaties and legal 
frameworks.

4. Features:
a) State Obligations: The Convention places the 

responsibility on State Parties to prevent and 
punish genocide. This includes the making of 
relevant laws and punishing criminals, irrespective 
of their official status.

b) Customary International Law: The obligations 
mentioned in the Genocide Convention, including 
the prohibition of genocide and the duty to 
prevent and punish it, are considered norms 
of international customary law. Thus, they are 
binding on all states, regardless of whether they 
have ratified the Convention or not.

c) India’s Ratification: India has ratified the 
Genocide Convention, affirming its commitment 
to combating genocide and upholding the 
principles of international law and human rights.

Understanding the ‘South Africa vs. Israel Case’ 
at ICJ:
1. South Africa’s Allegations against Israel:

a  Accusations of large-scale killing of Palestinians, 
particularly children, by Israeli forces in Gaza.

 Destruction of Palestinian homes by Israeli forces.
 Blockade on essential supplies such as food, 

water, and medical assistance to Gaza.
 Measures restricting Palestinian births by 

targeting essential health services for pregnant 
women and babies.

1. Immediate Demands by South Africa:
a  Asked ICJ to interfere immediately to prevent 

Israel from further actions which as considered as 
violations under the Genocide Convention.

 Request for “provisional measures,” which are 
emergency orders to stop alleged crimes before 
the main case proceedings starts.

2. Israel’s Response:
a  Israel condemns South Africa’s case and pledges 

to defend itself at the ICJ.
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 Israel argues that its actions, including the 

killing of thousands in Gaza, are in self-defense, 
emphasizing its right under international 
humanitarian law.

3. International Community’s Stance:
a  Support from several countries and organizations 

for South Africa’s lawsuit against Israel.
 Countries like Malaysia, Turkey, Jordan, and 

members of the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) express support in favour of 
South Africa.

 The European Union remains neutral, while 
the US, Israel’s primary supporter, rejects the 
genocide allegations but calls for investigation 
into humanitarian crimes.

Laws and Regulations in India for Genocide:
1. International Conventions:

a) India’s Ratification of UN Convention on 
Genocide: India has ratified the UN Convention 
on Genocide, indicating its commitment to 
addressing genocide at the international level.

b) Signatory to Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR) and Ratification of ICCPR and 
ICESCR: India is a signatory to the UDHR and 
has ratified the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR), reflecting its commitment to 
international human rights standards.

2. Indian Penal Code (IPC):
a) IPC provides provisions for the punishment 

of genocide and related offenses, along with 
procedures for investigation, prosecution, and 
punishment.

b) Genocide is declared as a crime under IPC 
Section 153B, targeting actions promoting enmity 
between different groups based on religion, race, 
place of birth, residence, language, etc., with the 
intent to incite riots or violence.

3. Constitutional Provisions:
a) Indian Constitution, through Article 15, ensures 

protection against discrimination on the grounds 
of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth.

b) Article 21 guarantees the right to life and personal 
liberty, emphasizing the fundamental rights of 
individuals.

4. Statutory Provisions:
a) Establishment of National Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC): The National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) was established in 
1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Act 
(PHRA), 1993, to safeguard human rights within 
the country.

b) Creation of State Human Rights Commissions: 
The PHRA also enables the establishment of 
State Human Rights Commissions, promoting the 
protection of human rights at the state level.

Difference between International Court of Justice (ICJ) vs. International Criminal Court (ICC)
Aspect International Court of Justice (ICJ) International Criminal Court (ICC)
Establishment Established by the United Nations Charter in 

1945.

Established by the Rome Statute in 1998.

Location The Hague, Netherlands. The Hague, Netherlands.
Membership Open to all UN member states. Currently, 123 states are parties to the Rome 

Statute.
Jurisdiction Deals with disputes between UN Member 

states.

Prosecutes individuals for genocide, war 

crimes, and crimes against humanity.

Scope of Cases Hears cases involving international law, in-

cluding territorial disputes, state sovereignty, 

and treaty violations

Prosecutes individuals for the most serious 

crimes of international concern.

Appeals No Yes
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Applicability of Deci-
sions

Its decisions are binding on the parties 
involved in the dispute but have no direct 
impact on individuals.

Its decisions have direct legal implications 
for individuals accused of crimes within its 
jurisdiction.

Role in International 
Law

Contributes to the development and 
clarification of international law through its 
judgments and opinions.

Reinforces international law by holding 
individuals accountable for grave violations.

How to Prevent Genocides and War Crimes?
 en i e esn t ur su en y r it ut 

arnin  t s en a resu t  ri r annin  arrie  ut 
y ern ents r ntr in  r u s  

 In 2004, former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
presented a five-point strategy to prevent genocide:”
1. Prevent Armed Conflict:

a  Address root causes such as hatred, intolerance, 
racism, and discrimination to reduce the likelihood 
of genocide, as it often occurs during war.

 Critical prevention strategies include addressing 
inequalities.

2. Protect Civilians:
a  Prioritize civilian protection when conflict 

prevention efforts fail.
 UN peacekeepers’ mandates have expanded to 

physically shield threatened civilians.
3. Judicial Action:

a  Hold criminals accountable through judicial 
proceedings to restrict future genocides.

 Fighting crime establishes an expectation that 
criminals will face consequences, contributing to 
prevention.

4. Appoint Special Advisers:
a  Special Advisers on the Prevention of Genocide 

to collect information on potential genocide risks 
and related crimes.

5. Hard Actions, including via Military Force:
a  If peaceful methods fail and national authorities 

cannot protect populations from mass atrocities, 
collective action may be necessary.

 The UN Security Council, in accordance with the 
UN Charter, may authorize timely and decisive 
collective action, including military action.

Conclusion:
 e a  r ee in s  su  as t se ini ate  y ut  
A ri a a ainst srae  in t e CJ  starts a  e ate n 
a e a ns  en i e

 e ut e is ru ia  n t n y r res in  rises i e 
a a ut a s  r tes n  t e inte rity  t e interna na  

e a  ra e r  e CJ s e isi ns i  s a e er e ns 
 t e ru es- ase  interna na  r er

8.   INDIA AND SAUDI ARABIA SIGNED HAJ 
AGREEMENT FOR 2024

1. n January 2024  t e n ian ern ent na i e  a 
Bilateral Haj Agreement for the year 2024 with the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA  a si ni ant ste  in 
a i ita n  t e annua  a  i ri a e

• Quota Allocation: e a ree ent sets a t ta  
u ta  02  i ri s r  n ia r a  

2024  it  40 020 seats a ate  r t e Haj 
Committee of India an  00  r a  r u  
Operators.

• Support for Women Pilgrims: e a ree ent 
a n e es an  su rts t e n ian 

ern ent s ini a e t  en ura e t e 
ar i a n  en i ri s it ut a 

Mehram (male companion).

Key Highlights of the Haj Pilgrimage
1. Sacred Obligation: a  is a sa re  i ri a e t  t e 

holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia  an at ry r 
e ery a u t us i  at east n e in t eir i e e  

r in  ne  t e e i ars  s a
2. Timing and Duration: t urs urin  Dhu’al-Hijjah, 

t e na  nt   t e s a i  a en ar  s annin  e 
t  si  ays

3. Symbolic Garments: Pilgrims wear simple white 
garments (Ihram) sy i in  e ua ity an  urity

4. Rituals: 
a) Tawaf: i ri s ir e t e aa a se en es  

t u in  r issin  t e a  t ne  re resen n  
s iritua  si ni an e

b) Standing at Arafat: Pilgrims gather at Arafat, 
rayin  an  as in  r r i eness r  
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c) Stoning of the Devil (Rami): Pilgrims throw 

st nes at i ars sy i in  atan  re a in  
r et ra i s resistan e t  te ta n.

d) Sacrifice (Qurbani): i ri s ffer t e ritua  
sa ri e  an ani a  n rin  ra i s 

i in ness t  sa ri e is s n
5. Kaaba and Masjid al-Haram:

a) e aa a  a a  u i  stru ture at t e eart  
t e as i  a - ara  ser es as t e a  int  
pilgrimage.

b) i ri s a e t e aa a urin  rayers  
un ers rin  a sense  unity an  a s are  

rienta n  rs i
6. Haj Pilgrimage for Indian Pilgrims

a) Facilitation Authorities: a  i ri a e r n ian 
i ri s is a i itate  eit er t r u  t e Haj 

Committee of India (HCoI) or through Haj Group 
Organisers (HGOs) a r e  y t e inistry  

in rity Affairs
b) Nodal Ministry: e Ministry of Minority Affairs 

ersees t e r ani a n  a  i ri a e in 
n ia

c) Haj Committee of India (HCI):
i. Establishment: sta is e  in 2002 un er t e 

a  C i ee A t  2002
ii. Coordination: e C nsu ate enera   n ia 

C  in Je a  au i Ara ia  r inates a  
arran e ents r C  i ri s in au i Ara ia

Essential Tenets of Islam:
 e re rin i es  s a  n n as t e i e i ars  

r  t e rnerst ne  a us i s ait  an  n u t  
ey ser e as i at ry a ts  rs i  an  ra  

ui e ines  s a in  t e s iritua  an  et i a  as e ts  a 
us i s i e  e i e i ars are as s

1. Shahada (Declaration of Faith):
a) Meaning: A r in  t e e ie  in t e neness  

 A a  an  t e r et   u a a
b) Significance: Centra  t  s a i  trine  it 

e asi es n t eis  an  a n e es 
u a a  as t e na  essen er  

2. Salah (Prayer):
a) Meaning: ser in  ritua  rayers e es a 

ay  a in  t e aa a in e a

b) Significance: e nstrates e n  u i ity  
an  n nua  nne n it  A a  e rayers 
are er r e  at s e i  inter a s  a r re-

a n  u r i ay  Asr a ern n  a ri  
sunset  an  s a ni t

3. Zakat (Charity):
a) Meaning: C ntri u n  a r n  ne s ea t  

ty i a y 2  t  su rt t e ess rtunate  
su  as t e r an  nee y

b) Significance: Encourages social responsibility, 
e uity  an  assi n  a at ser es as a eans 

 ea t  re istri u n an  ai  r t se in nee
4. Sawm (Fasting during Ramadan):

a) Meaning: A stainin  r   rin  an  t er 
ysi a  nee s r  a n t  sunset t r u ut 

t e nt   a a an
b) Significance: sters se - is i ine  s iritua  

nte a n  e at y  an  a ee enin   
ait  a a an is a eri   ei tene  s iritua  

a areness an  se -re e n
5. Hajj (Pilgrimage to Mecca):

a) Meaning: n erta in  a i ri a e t  t e sa re  
ity  e a  at east n e in a i e e  r t se 

 are nan ia y an  ysi a y a a e
b) Significance: y i es unity a n  us i s 

a y  e i ri a e in es ritua s t at 
e rate t e a ns  r et ra i  

an  is a i y  re e n  su issi n t  t e i  
of Allah.

 ese i e i ars r i e us i s it  a 
re ensi e ra e r  r rs i  et i a  n u t  

an  una  en a e ent  A erin  t  t ese rin i es 
is un a enta  t  u in  re i i us i a ns an  
nurturin  a stea ast s a i  i en ty

9.   19th NAM SUMMIT IN UGANDA
1. n January  2024 an an resi ent eri use eni  

 ste  t e th u it  t e n-A i ne  
e ent A  in a a a  e resse  is re ret 

er t e e u si n  n ians y i A in in t e 0s
a. Idi Amin Dada Oumee as a an an military 

officer an  politician  ser e  as t e 3rd 
president  an a r   t  
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2. e raise  t e a ie e ents  t e n ian ias ra 

in an a an  au e  India’s role in the global south.
a. e Global South re er t  a  untries en 

ara teri e  as developing, less developed, 
or underdeveloped  ri ari y ate  in A ri a  
Asia  an  a n A eri a

b. ese na ns ty i a y e erien e i er e e s 
of poverty, income inequality  an  a en in  
i in  n i ns are  t  t e ea t ier 

na ns  t e a  rt
c. e Global North  is ri er na ns t at are 

ate  st y in North America and Europe.

Uganda’s Role in the 19th NAM Summit
1. Host: an a as se e te  t  st t e 19th NAM 

Summit urin  a ee n  e  in Baku, Azerbaijan 
(host of the 18th NAM summit in 2019).

2. Chairing Term: an a is set t  air t e NAM for the 
eri   2024 to 2027.

3. Summit Agenda: A ey us  t e su it i  e 
on fostering global cooperation an  nity  ai in  t  
a ress n a en es a e  y t e e er 
states, such as economic an  environmental issues.

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM):
1. Foundation: A  as esta is e  urin  t e Cold 

War as a a i n  untries t at se n t t  a i n 
it  any a r er  su  as t e A r 

a. ra in  n t e rin i es a ree  at t e Bandung 
Conference in 1955, the NAM was established 
in 1961 in Belgrade  t r u  t e ini a e  t e 

resi ent  u s a ia  resi ent  Egypt, Prime 
inister  India Ja a ar a  e ru  resi ent  

Indonesia an  resi ent  Ghana.
b. e Cold War as a eri   geopolitical tension 

between the United States an  t e Soviet Union 
an  t eir res e e a ies r  1947 to 1991. 

e ter   ar  re ers t  a state  n i t 
et een na ns t at es n t in e ire t 
i itary a n  nstea  it is ursue  t r u  

e n i  an  i a  a ns  r a an a
2. Evolution Post-Cold War: e us  A  

s i e  t  en ass r a er issues i e e n i  
e e ent  u tura  e an e  an  sterin  a 

sense  e e se -re ian e a n  e er 
na ns

3. Membership Diversity: With 120 member states, 
A  re resents a i e ran e  u tures an  re i ns  
a in  it a tru y a  e ent

a. Observers in NAM: e e ent in u es 
 ser er untries an  0 interna na  

r ani a ns  e ten in  its in uen e ey n  its 
member states.

4. Core Purpose: e ain ai  is t  a ate i ies  
non-alignment, encouraging mutual respect among 
na ns an  r n  ea e u  e isten e
a. i  in us in e t e C  ar  ni a y use  

n aintainin  neutra ity urin  t e C  ar  
A  n  ri ri es ut - ut  era n  

a ressin  e e ent issues  an  ta in  
a  a en es i e i ate an e an  

e n i  ifferen es

India’s Participation and Contributions
1. Representation by EAM Dr. S Jaishankar: e 

terna  Affairs inister  n ia re resents t e 
na n  s in  n ia s n in  it ent t  t e 

rin i es  A
2. India’s Historical Role in NAM: As ne  t e un in  

e ers  n ia as een a e y in e  in t e n-
A i ne  e ent sin e its in e n an  ste  t e 
7th NAM Summit in New Delhi in 1983.

3. Engagement with Africa: n ia s ar i a n a s  
enhances its strategic focus on Africa  e e i e  

y ini a es i e enin  t e a na  rensi  
ien es ni ersity NFSU  an  IIT Madras campuses 

in Uganda an  Tanzania  res e e y  

Key Meetings and Events Surrounding the Summit
1. Additional Events in Uganda: in  t e A  

su it  an a a s  ste  si ni ant e ents i e 
the 3rd South Summits.
a. is as t e 1st time that the South Summit was 

e  in Africa  e re i us t  su its ere 
e  in a ana  Cu a  in 2000  an  in a  
atar  in 200  res e e y

India-Uganda Relations: A Historical and 
Multifaceted Partnership:
1. Historical Background:

a. n ians arri e  in an a in t e ate th century, 
mainly as tra ers an  a rers
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b. Both na ns experienced British colonization, 

s arin  si i ar stru es r in e en en e
2. Political Relations:

a. Post-Independence Era: r a  i a  
re a ns esta is e  st an a s 
in e en en e

b. Idi Amin’s Regime  traine  re a ns ue t  t e 
e u si n  n ians

c. Post-Amin Era: ene e  i a  eff rts  
e in  a  t e n ian unity

3. Economic and Commercial Ties:
a. Trade: r in  tra e re a ns it  n ia 

e r n  ar a eu a s  a inery  an  
te es t  an a

b. Investment: i ni ant n ian in est ent in 
an an in ustries i e stee  an in  an  

c. Development Assistance: n ia s ai  in 
in rastru ture r e ts an  s i  e e ent in 

an a
4. Cultural and People-to-People Links:

a. Indian Diaspora: ays a ru ia  r e in an a s 
s i -e n i  e e ent

b. Cultural Exchange: e u ar u tura  e ents 
r n  utua  un erstan in  an  

a re ia n
5. Challenges and Future Prospects:

a. Economic Dependency: A ressin  t e 
i a an e in tra e

b. Political Instability: a i a n  an es in t e 
i a  an s a e

c. Future Cooperation: rin  ne  areas  
artners i  i e te n y  e u a n  an  

sustaina e e e ent
India’s Strategic Interests in Participating in NAM
1. Diplomatic Engagement Goals: n ia s in e ent 

in t e A  u it a i ns it  its r a er rei n 
i y e es  aintainin  strategic autonomy, 

a a n  r t e interests  t e Global South  an  
stren t enin  its es it  A ri an untries

2. Focus on Capacity Building: n ia s en a e ent 
in A ri a  ar u ar y in areas i e e u a n an  

rensi  s ien e  is art  a ar er strate y t  e e  
n -ter  artners i s ase  n utua  r t  an  

e e ment.

10.  INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS
 In January 2024, during the 7th Meeting of the India-

Nepal Joint Commission held in Kathmandu.

Key outcomes from the India-Nepal Joint Commission 

meeting:

 t  na ns in e  se era  ey a ree ents an  

re ie e  a  as e ts  i atera  re a ns in u in  

nne ity  in rastru ture e e ent  e n i  

artners i  tra e  transit  in est ent  er  ater 

res ur es  u ture  t uris  s rts  ea t  an  e u a n

1. Power Export Agreement: Nepal and India signed a 

long-term agreement for the export of 10,000 MW of 

power to India for the next 10 years.

2. Cooperation in Renewable Energy: The Nepal 

Electricity Authority and India’s National Thermal 

Power Corporation Limited (NTPC) also signed an 

MoU for cooperation in renewable energy.

3. Inauguration of Cross-Border Transmission Lines: 

Inauguration of 3 cross-border transmission lines 

which was completed with the help of India (132 kV 

Raxaul-Parwanipur, 132 kV Kushaha-Kataiya and 

New Nautanwa-Mainahiya lines).

4. Financial Aid for Reconstruction: India will provide 

10 billion rupees to Nepal for reconstruction of 

earthquake hit areas of Jajarkot and Rukum West.

5. Satellite Cooperation Agreement: An agreement for 

the launch of Nepal’s Munal satellite was formalized 

between the Nepal Academy of Science and 

Technology and NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) under 

the Indian Space Research Organisation.

Major Areas of Cooperation Between India and Nepal

1. About the relationship:

a. India and Nepal share close and friendly relations 

characterized by age-old historical and cultural 

linkages, open border and deep-rooted people-

to-people contacts.

b. Nepal shares a border of over 1850 km with five 

Indian states – Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
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c. The India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship 

of 1950 forms the bedrock of India-Nepal 

relations. 

2. Defence and security cooperation: 

a. Since 1950, India and Nepal have been awarding 

honorary rank of General to each other’s Army 

Chief. 

b. India assists Nepal army in its modernization 

through training and joint military exercise (Surya 

Kiran).

3. Trade and economic cooperation: 

a. India is Nepal’s largest trade partner and the 

largest source of foreign investments. 

4. Connectivity and developmental cooperation: 

a. Line of credit of $680 million by India to fund 

three major transmission corridors in Nepal- 

Bheri Corridor, Nijgadh-Inaruwa Corridor and 

Gandak-Nepalgunj Corridor.

b. Twin Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) in Rupaidiha 

in India and Nepalgunj in Nepal in 2023.

c. Establishing cross-border rail links at Raxaul-

Kathmandu, Jogbani-Biratnagar and Jaynagar-

Bardibas. 

d. Revised treaty of transit that would provide 

Nepal access to inland waterways of India.

e. Some of the High Impact Community 

Development Projects (HICDPs) include Fateh 

Bal Eye Hospital in Nepalgunj, Rapti Cold Storage 

Building in Lamahi Bazar and Rehabilitated Small 

Hydro Power Plant in Jumla District.

5. Energy and Hydropower cooperation: 
a. India and Nepal have had a Power Exchange 

Agreement since 1971 for meeting the power 
requirements in the border areas. 

b. Construction of Motihari-Amlekhgunj oil 
pipeline.

c. India and Nepal have had long-standing and 
fruitful hydropower cooperation: Phukot Karnali 
Hydroelectric Project, West Seti and Seti 
River (SR6) projects (1,200 MW), Lower Arun 
Hydroelectric Project, etc

6. Water sharing cooperation:
a. The Koshi Agreement and Gandak Agreement 

were the initial significant agreements fostering 
India-Nepal cooperation in the water resources 
sector.

b. Another vital pact, the Mahakali Treaty, ensures 
the fair utilization of Mahakali River, waters for 
both countries.

7. Multilateral cooperation
a. Multilateral Cooperation as part of BBIN 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), 
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation), 
and SAARC. Nepal also joined India-led 
International Solar Alliance (ISA).

8. Cultural Cooperation:
a. Swadesh Darshan scheme has Buddhist and 

Ramayana circuits which connect the religious 
cities of Lumbini and Janakpur with that of India.

b. Strong and deeply rooted people to people 

connect (Roti Beti ka Rishta)

Major challenges in India-Nepal relationship Solutions

1. Boundary dispute: Kathmandu, in 2020, released 
a political map that showed 3 Indian territories - 
Limpiyadhura, Kalapani and Lipulekh - as part of 
Nepal.

1. Boundary dispute resolution between India and 
Bangladesh can serve as a model. 

2. China’s rising footprints: Increasing China’s 
role in Nepal’s economy through BRI and other 
developmental projects and aggravated anti-India 
sentiment in Nepal’s political sphere. 

2. Focus on multimodal connectivity projects like BBIN 
to counter China’s BRI. India also needs to maintain 
Sustained engagement and limited interference with 
Nepal across political spectrum. 
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3. Trust Gap: Due to India’s slow pace of 
project implementation and the alleged 
perception of India’s interference in 
Nepal’s politics

3. Faster and effective implementation of India-led 
projects in Nepal to bolster positive public sentiment 
towards India’s delivery.

4. Security concerns: Porous border facilitates arms 

smuggling, terrorist activities and flow of counterfeit 

Indian currency, all of which pose serious security risks 

to India

4. It is imperative to engage in cooperative discussions 

to enhance border transit mechanism. Integrated 

border control, including cutting-edge sensors, 

drones, and transportation and intervention tools, 

requires institutionalised engagement.
5. Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1950: Treaty is “not in 

tune with time.”

5. Revisiting the Friendship treaty is a required step to 

take the relationship to further heights.

Conclusion

 n ia an  e a  are in reasin y rea isin  t e utua  

ene ts  t eir artners i  an  era n  ey 

recognise the strategic importance of each other in the 

e in  a  r er an  a e aintaine  a si e 

entu  es ite ertain i a  a en es  t is n y 

t r u  sustaine  en a e ents t at t  na ns an 

a ress t e utua  sus i i ns an  ui  trust r reater 

  t e re i n  

11. HENLEY PASSPORT INDEX 2024

 e ent y  en ey ass rt n e  2024 as re ease  

a in  n ia at an   ran n  its i ens isa ree 

a ess t  2 untries

Overview of Henley Passport Index:

1. e en ey ass rt n e  is a re ensi e 

ran in   a  ass rts ase  n t e nu er  

es na ns t eir ers an a ess without a prior 

visa.

2. e in e  re ies n e usi e ata r  t e 

International Air Transport Association (IATA), 

t e ar est an  st a urate tra e  in r a n 

ata ase

3. n an e  y resear  n u te  y en ey  

artners  a n n- ase  a is ry r

4. n u es  ifferent ass rts an  22  tra e  

es na ns

Highlights of Henley Passport Index 2024:
1. Top-Ranked Passports:

a) ran e  er any  ta y  Ja an  in a re  an  
ain ea  as t e st er u  ass rts  

fferin  isa- ree entry t  4 a  es na ns
b) e t  0 si ns are re inant y e  y 

European countries.
2. Growth in Accessible Destinations:

a) e a era e nu er  isa- ree es na ns as 
a st u e  risin  r   in 200  t   in 
2024.

3. India’s Ranking:
a) India’s passport is ranked 85th

b) ran n  its i ens isa- ree a ess t  62 
countries.
• A r in  t  inistry  terna  Affairs  

t   n ia  16 countries allow visa-free 
entry, 40 countries provide visa-on-arrival, 
and 47 countries offer e-Visa facilities to 
n ian ass rt ers

• n ia r i es e-Visa facilities t  na na s  
171 countries.

4. Lowest Ranked Passports:
a) A anistan ran  0  s t e est s t  

it  a ess t  n y 2  untries it ut a isa
b) yria ran  0  ra  ran  0  an  a istan 

ran  0   se y  it  i ite  isa- ree 
access.

5. Fastest Climber:
a) e nite  Ara  irates e erien e  si ni ant 

r t  i in  t  t  a e an  fferin  isa-
ree a ess t   es na ns
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1.   1st INDIA-MADE DRISHTI 10 STARLINER 
DRONE

1. e n ian a y as re ent y a e a si ni ant 
a an e ent y a uirin  its rst in i en us 

e iu -a tu e n -en uran e A  r ne  t e 
ris  0 tar iner un anne  aeria  e i e A  

2. Cra e  y Adani Defence and Aerospace in 
a ra n it  srae i e en e iant it yste s

Indigenous Innovation: Drishti 10 Starliner Drone
1. is A  is a tailored version of the Hermes 900 

Starliner r nes y it yste s  a in  a strate i  
asset t  n ia s i itary arsena

2. Features and Capabilities  it  0   its nents 
ein  in i en us  t e ris  0 tar iner s ases 

n ia s r in  a a i i es in e en e r u n
 e r ne an en ure i ts r  urs an  arry a 

ay a   4 0  a in  it suita e r a i e ran e 
 issi ns  ts u ar esi n an  r un  su rt 

i ity en an e its era na  a a ta i ity
3. Weaponization and Specifications  e r ne 

is e ui e  it   ar  ints r a  arryin  
i  a s r ten a  ea ni a n  era n  

at a tu es  0 000 eet  it is an a - eat er 
A  ensurin  ersa ity a r ss ifferent issi n 

requirements.

Naval Challenges and Rising Threats
1. Geopolitical Context  e n ian a y a es 

a en es su  as t e strate i  aneu ers  C ina  
aintainin  t e interna na  r er at sea  an  

a ressin  ne  tensi ns in t e Ara ian ea  in u in  
ira y an  re i na  n i ts

2. Naval Response  n res nse  t e n ian a y as 
ra e  u  sur ei an e a r ss t e Ara ian ea  

e yin  si ni ant na a  assets  is in u es 
t e use  -  ari e sur ei an e air ra  ea 

uar ian r nes  rniers  e i ters  an  C ast 
uar  s i s t  ensure re i na  se urity

C. Security
Technological Landscape: Future Prospects
1. DRDO’s Contribution  e e en e esear  an  

e e ent r anisa n  is r in  n 
t e a as A  A  i  a n si e t e ris  

0 tar iner  re resents n ia s it ent t  
en an in  its e en e te n y an  re are ness

2. Global Collaborations  n ia is see in  t  urt er 
its i itary a a i i es t r u  interna na  

artners i s  in u in  t e ten a  a uisi n  
 -  re te y i te  air ra  syste s A  

r  t e nite  tates  is e ai s t  ri e 
te n i a  a s an  r i e a ersa e a r  

r i erse i itary a i a ns

Conclusion
 e a uisi n  t e ris  0 tar iner A  is a 
testa ent t  n ia s stri es t ar s a ie in  aut n y 
in e en e te n y an  en an in  its na a   
a a i i es  y e era in  in i en us inn a n an  

interna na  a ra ns  n ia is ise  t  a ress 
t e e  se urity a en es in t e ari e ain  
ensurin  ea e an  sta i ity in t e re i n  is strate i  
en an e ent  na a  r es si ni es n ia s it ent 
t  sa e uar in  its ari e interests an  stren t enin  
its si n as a ey ayer in t e a  ari e se urity 
an s a e

2.  MARITIME PIRACY
 n ian a y n u te  a issi n t  re ease n ian 
re  e ers r  a s i  ta en er y a i irates in 

the northern Arabian Sea. 

Who are Pirates?
1. irates are i e sea t ie es  ar  s i s it ut 

er issi n  usua y t  stea  t in s r e an  ney
2. Article 101 of the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) e nes ira y as any i e a  
a ts  i en e  eten n  r r ery i e  n 
t e i  seas r utsi e t e uris i n  any state  
t ay in u e ta in  ntr   s i s  i na in  
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assen ers r re  e ers  et  i  is nsi ere  

a seri us ari e ri e
3. e i  seas  re er t  areas  t e ean t at are 

n t un er t e uris i n  any sin e untry an  
e n  t  e ery ne

Events going on:
1. ira y an  i itant a i es a e in rease  in t e 

Red Sea region  es e ia y a er t e Hamas-Israel 
conflict.

2. t is ein  sai  t at t ese a i es are ein  arrie  
ut y a e en- e  r u  na e  Houthis.

3. u  a i es reate a en es r interna na  
trade an  t e security  e e  t is t  e n te  t at 
t e e  ea a unts r ar un  12% of the Global 
Trade.

4. n ian a y  in re ent es  a e een a e  u n 
y any s i s e n in  t  untries i e a ta  an  
a n r e  a ainst su  irates

Regions Highly Affected by Piracy: 

Africa Asia South America

1. Northwest 
Africa

2. u   
uinea

3. Somalia
4. rn  

Africa

1. e  ea
2. u   A en
3. n ian ean
4. n ian 

su n nent
5. Southeast 

Asia

1. Coastal areas 
 ra i

2. u   aria

What are the Initiatives Taken to Deal with Mar-
itime Piracy?
1. Regional and Global Initiatives:

UNCLOS (United Nations 
Convention on the Law of 
the Sea) (1982)

e treaty as si ne  in 
nte  ay  Ja ai a  

t e nes ari e 
nes  ri ts  an  

res nsi i i es  na ns 
re ar in  t e use  
oceans.

Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful 
Acts against the Safety 
of Maritime Navigation 
(1988)

t ai s t  re ent 
unlawful acts such as 
terr ris  an  t er 
i e a  a i es t at 
threaten the safety of 
ships.

Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (1997)

It is a regional forum 
comprising coastal 

untries r erin  
t e n ian ean t at 
cooperate in areas 
su  as ari e sa ety 
an  se urity  tra e 
a i ita n  isaster ris  

management, etc

Combined Maritime 
Forces (2002)

t is a u na na  
ari e artners i   
 untries  e  y t e 
A  n ia is a e er  

this force.

Operation Atalanta (2008) - e  unter- ira y 
i itary era n in t e 
rn  A ri a re i n an  

in t e estern n ian 
Ocean

International Fusion 
Centre (2018)

A facility that promotes 
t e s arin   ari e 

ata an  inte i en e 
a n  u e untries 

r t e n ian ean 
region.

Operation Prosperity 
Guardian (2023)

- e  i itary era n 
r e  in e e er 

202  t  res n  t  
ut i- e  a a s n 

s i in  in t e e  ea

2. Indian Initiatives:

Anti-piracy patrols and 
surveillance

n ian a y as e t a 
close watch on the seas 
es e ia y t e u   
A en sin e 200  as it as 
re aine  i y affe te  
by pirates. 

Coastal Surveillance Net-
work

n ia as set u  ra ars 
an  starte  u isin  
Aerial Drones along 
the coast to watch for 
anything suspicious. 
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National Command Con-
trol Communication and 
Intelligence Network

is is i e a i -te  
syste  t at e s n ia 

ui y an e any 
problems at sea by 
usin  ifferent ays 

 uni a n an  
in r a n

National Maritime Domain 
Awareness Project (2014)

t i  r i e a na e 
inte i en e  t  t e a y 

r ta in  ari e 
t reats  A na e 
intelligence” means 

a in  use u  rea y-t -
use in r a n t  a e 
s art e isi ns r ta e 
effe e a n

SAGAR Policy (2015) A A  stan s r 
e urity an  r t  r 

All in the Region. It is 
n ia s ari e trine 
r i y ai e  at 
r n  se urity an  

sustaina e e e ent 
in t e n ian ean 
region.

Maritime Anti-Piracy Act 
(2022)

t i es effe t t  t e 
C  treaty y 

penalising piracy on high 
seas.

3.  PUP TENTS FOR TROOPS ON LAC
 n in  stan ff it  C ina a n  t e ine  A tua  
C ntr  AC  in e tre e  eat er re i ns i e eastern 
a a  i i  an  ia en a ier  n ian Ar y in  

t  i r e tr  n i ns an  sa ety y a uirin  ne  
insu ate  pup tents.” 

Key Points:
1. New Pup Tents:

a. A ate 4 s iers  are  t  2-  in 
current tents.

b. i ter  easier t  set u  an  e er insu ate  r 
temperatures as low as -50°C.

c. ust esi n t  it stan  str n  in s an  
ea y sn

d. ient en a n an  -resistant ateria s
e. asy t  arry r atr s an  se - ntaine  r 

ui  setu
2. Benefits:

a. r e  s ier r u ity an  sa ety in i -
a tu e areas

b. asier e y ent in s a  sts an  r sentries
ser a n airs

c. n an e  i ity an  a a ta i ity
3. Current situation:

a. n ia in ests ea i y in r er in rastru ture an  
habitats for 55,000 troops.

b. ern a itats it  ater  e e tri ity  an  
ea n

c. ar er eate  tents an  a a i s e ters r 
r ar  a ns

d. er en y ur ase  i -a tu e inter 
clothing in 2020.

Significance:
1. ra e  u  tents re resent a ru ia  ste  in 

ensurin  t e e - ein  an  era na  effe eness 
 n ian tr s e ye  in ars  AC n i ns

2. r e  i in  n i ns an  i ity an st 
ra e an  re are ness in t e a e  n in  

r er tensi ns

4.   US-INDIA DEAL OF MQ -9B SKY GUARDIAN 
DRONES 

 e  tate e art ent re ent y a e t e reen 
i t r a ten a  sa e   -  y uar ian r nes 

t  n ia as art  a rei n i itary transa n

Background
1. urin  ri e inister aren ra i s state isit t  

t e  ast year June  n ia e resse  interest in 
uyin   -  y uar ian r nes

a.  t e  -  re at r r nes ein  a uire
i. e a y is set t  re ei e  ea uar ian 

r nes
ii. e Ar y an  e n ian Air r e 

ea  a ate  ei t  t e an  ariant 
y uar ian
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About MQ-9B Armed Drones?
1. e -  r ne  a e  eri e  r  t e -  

ea er  is an un anne  aeria  e i e A  
esi ne  r t  re te ntr  an  aut n us 
yin  a a i i es

2. ese r nes erate at i  a tu es an  a e t e 
en uran e t  stay air rne r e ten e  eri s

3. ese are e ui e  it  re isi n stri e issi es r 
a urate y e i ina n  a ersary tar ets

4. enera  At i s Aer nau a  yste s A-A  
esi ne  t e r ne ain y r use y t e nite  
tates Air r e A

5. t s a a e  sa e y inte ra n  int  i i ian airs a e  
it r i es int r es an  i i  aut ri es it  

n nu us  ay-an -ni t situa na  a areness in 
ari e en ir n ents

 e -  as t  ariants 
a. y uar ia
b. ea uar ian

i. e n ian a y as een era n  t e -
 ea uar ian sin e 2020

7. Technical Features
a. e r ne as a arryin  a a ity  u  t  0 

 an  a ue  a a ity  2 2  
b. t an erate at a tu es a e 40 000 eet
c. it  a a i u  en uran e  40 urs  t e 

re at r is i ea  r e ten e  sur ei an e 
missions.

 t is ersa e  su r n  r es in an  an  
ari e sur ei an e  an -su arine an  an -

sur a e ar are  stri es  e e tr ni  ar are  an  
e e i ns

e. eatures aut a  ta e ffs an  an in s  
ete t an  a i  syste  an -s n   an  

en ry te  uni a n in s
8. Prior Usage: t e ye  an a a te  e re issi e 

ariant t  tar et an  i  a - ae a ea er Ay an a -
a a iri in a u

Need for India
1. Boosting surveillance and attack capabilities: e 

a uisi n  t ese a an e  r nes ai s t  en an e 
n ia s sur ei an e a a i i es an  stren t en its 

ar e  r es
a. ar u ar y ue t  t e urrent tensi ns it  

C ina in a a  an  es a a n  strains it  
a istan

2. Indo-Pacific Security: A ress t e in reasin  
resen e  C inese su arines an  na a  s i s in 

t e n ian ean e i n  ensurin  t e se urity  
ru ia  ari e uni a n an  tra e r utes

3. Counter Terrorism and Insurgency: -  ar e  
r nes are s u t a er t  ai  n ia s unter-

terr ris  an  unter-insur en y eff rts in as ir 
an  ey n

Benefits of Acquiring MQ-9B Armed Drones to 
India:
1. Enhance Defense ties with US: A uisi n i  

en an e n ia s e ense es it  t e nite  tates  a 
ru ia  a y in t e n - a i  area

2. Strengthen India’s position in QUAD: e 
r ure ent i  rein r e n ia s si n it in t e 
ua  an a ian e  e ra ies t at in u es t e 

 Ja an  an  Austra ia
3. Technology Sharing and Collaboration: It will also 

en a enues r n ia s e ense se t r t r u  
te n y s arin  an  a ra e r u n  
a i nin  it  t e a e in n ia ini a e

Other Defense Agreements between India and 
US
1. n ia an   a e ur un a na  e ense 

a ree ents
a. Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for 

Geospatial Intelligence (BECA)
i. A s t e t  untries t  s are in r a n 

re ate  t  i itary an  e ense in u in  
a an e  a s an  sate ite ata

ii. n ia si ne  t e a ree ent in 2020
b. General Security of Military Information 

Agreement (GSOMIA)
i. na es i itary r es t  e an e 

inte i en e in r a n
ii. n ia e a e a si nat ry in 2002

iii. e n ustria  e urity Anne  A  i  
e ten s t e A  as a ree  u n urin  
t e 2 2 ia ue in 20

1. A esta is es ui e ines r t e s arin  an  
sa e uar in   assi e  i itary ata et een 
A eri an an  n ian e ense se t rs
c. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 

(LEMOA)



ENSU
RE IA

S

40 www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS
i. t rants t e t  na ns a ess t  ea  t er s s e i e  i itary ases r re ue in  an  resu y ur ses

ii. n ia si ne  t e a ree ent in 20
iii. t is ass iate  it  t e C uni a ns an  n r a n e urity e ran u   A ree ent

d. Communication Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA)
i. C CA A  it  a 0-year a i ity  is esi ne  t  esta is  a e a  stru ture r t e A t  trans er i -

se urity uni a n e ui ent t  n ia  en an in  t e inter era i ity  t eir ar e  r es
ii. n ia entere  int  t is a ree ent in 20

5. EXERCISES/ OPERATIONS IN NEWS

Name
Participants/

Organizer
Brief Description

Sarvashakti Indian Army 	 A strategic effort launched with the objective of eradicating terrorists account-
able for a sequence of attacks targeting Indian troops in the Rajouri and Poonch 
regions of Jammu & Kashmir.

Sadbhavna Indian Army 	 A goodwill practice to address aspirations of people affected by terrorism.
	 Currently adopted in Topa Pir village in Poonch district of Jammu & Kashmir.

Khanjar India-
Kyrgyzstan

	 11th edition of Joint special forces exercise held at Special Forces Training 
School in Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh.

	 It is an annual event conducted alternatively in both the countries.
Cyclone India-Egypt 	 2nd Edition held at Anshas, Egypt from 22nd January to 1st February 2024.

	 The 1st edition of the exercise was conducted last year in India.
Desert Knight India-France-

UAE
	 Air Force exercise with focus on enhancing synergy and interoperability be-

tween the three Air Forces.
	 The exercise was conducted over the Arabian Sea, with IAF aircraft operating 

from bases within India.
Desert Cyclone India-UAE 	 1st edition of Military Exercise

	 The Exercise was conducted in Mahajan, Rajasthan from 2nd to 15th January 
2024.

Sea Dragon India-USA-
South 

Korea-Japan-
Australia

	 Naval Exercise held from 10th to 22nd January 2024 at Guam, USA
	 The Exercise aims to achieve high levels of synergy and coordination between 

friendly navies, which is based on their shared values and commitment to an 
open, inclusive Indo Pacific.

MILAN-24 India-
Indonesia- 

Singapore-Sri 
Lanka-Thailand

	 Biennial Naval Exercise
	 12th edition of Multilateral Naval Exercise is scheduled from 19-27 Feb 24 in 

Visakhapatnam, under the aegis of Eastern Naval Command.
	 MILAN, from a regional event, has metamorphosed into a prestigious maritime 

exercise with participation by about 58 friendly foreign countries across conti-
nents in MILAN 2024.

Ayutthaya India-Thailand 	 Maiden Maritime Exercise between the Indian Navy (IN) and Royal Thai Navy (RTN)
	 Indigenously built Indian Naval ships Kulish and IN LCU 56 participated in the 

inaugural edition of the exercise.
	 The Indo-Thai Bilateral Exercise is being named as ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’, which 

literally translates to ‘The Invincible One’ or ‘Undefeatable’, and symbolizes the 
significance of two of the oldest cities Ayodhya in India and Ayutthaya in Thailand

	 36th Edition of Coordinated Patrol Conducted along with the maiden bilateral 
exercise Ayutthaya
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1.   CENTRE FOR THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION

1. Telangana and the World Economic Forum (WEF) 
have agreed to establish a Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (C4IR Telangana) in Hyderabad.
a. C4IR is a global initiative by WEF to collaborate 

with various sectors to tackle challenges and 
opportunities of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
(4IR).
• 4IR refers to the integration of AI, robotics, 

IoT, blockchain, 3D printing, genetic 
engineering, and other technologies, blurring 
the lines between the physical, digital, and 
biological realms.

• Recent examples: A pacemaker with wireless 
sensors that will dissolve in the human body 
after completing its job was unveiled by the 
US researchers.

b. C4IR Telangana will be WEF’s 19th centre globally 
and the 2nd in India, following Maharashtra.

c. It will be the world’s 1st centre focusing on health 
tech and life sciences, acting as a ‘Life Sciences 
Hot Spot’ in Asia.

 The not-for-profit, autonomous centre will 
lead in healthcare policy formulation and 
implementation.

e. It aims to promote technologies in genomics, 
personalized medicine, and healthcare 
manufacturing, emphasizing the intersection 
of life sciences and technology regionally and 
globally.

f. Leveraging (taking advantage) the state’s 
strengths like talent pool and infrastructure, it will 
align with government industrial policies.

2. Other Industrial Revolutions:
a. First (1800s): Utilized water and steam power for 

mechanization, e.g., Steam engine.
b. Second (early 1900s): Employed electric power 

for mass production, e.g., Electricity.

D. ECONOMY

c. Third (late 1900s): Used electronics & IT for 
production automation, e.g., Computer and 
Internet.

3. Concerns associated with 4IR
• Automation and AI adoption in Industry 4.0 

could lead to widespread job loss due to job 
displacement.

• The interconnectedness of Industry 4.0 raises 
cybersecurity risks, threatening privacy for 
businesses and individuals.

• Advanced AI and automation raise ethical 
concerns regarding accountability, bias, and 
transparency.

• Disparities in digital infrastructure contribute to 
a digital divide and uneven economic growth 
across countries.

4. Status in India
a. India aims to become a global manufacturing 

hub, focusing on 3D printing, machine learning, 
data analytics, and IoT for industrial growth.

b. Initiatives like the Modern Coach Factory (MCF) in 
Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh, introduce smart railway 
coaches equipped with sensors for passenger 
comfort.

c. The Smart Advanced Manufacturing and Rapid 
Transformation Hub (SAMARTH) scheme, 
launched in May 2020, aims to raise awareness of 
4IR technologies among stakeholders.

 India announced several 4IR-driven projects, 
including Drone Shakti, to support start-ups 
facilitating drone services.

e. The Fourth Industrial Revolution for Sustainable 
Transformation (FIRST) Cancer Care model 
employs 4IR technologies for improved 
healthcare.

f. The pan-India 3D maps program launched in 
February 2022 by Genesys International aims to 
facilitate 4IR-based projects like driverless cars in 
smart cities.
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2.  FUTURE OF GROWTH REPORT 2024
1. e Future of Growth Report 2024  re ease  

y t e r  n i  ru   resents 
a multidimensional framework for evaluating 
economic growth in 0  untries r i e
a. It evaluates economic growth ase  n ur 

i ensi ns  Innovativeness, Inclusiveness, 
Sustainability  an  Resilience.

b. e ra e r  assi ns a score from 0 to 100 to 
ea  i ar  it  00 in i a n  er e n in a  
aspects.

2. e re rt ate ri es untries int  7 groups 
a. India is a e  a n  untries in  

efficiency-driven growth paths, slowly enhancing 
innovativeness  in usi eness  an  resi ien e 

i e aintainin  a re a e y  en ir n enta  
impact.

3. Pillar Description
a. Innovativeness: easures an e n y s 

a a ta i ity t  new technological, social, and 
institutional changes for long-term growth 
i r e ent  a  inn a n a era e  4 2  
• India scored 40.2.

b. Inclusiveness  easures  e  an e n y 
ene ts a  sta e ers  a  in usi eness 

a era e   
• India scored 41.7.
• Over 75% in n ia a  asi  s ia  r te n  

Wealth share of top 10% in n ia in rease  
r  0   t  0  202

c. Sustainability: easures i  an e n y ee s its 
e i a  t rint it in en ir n enta  i its  

a  sustaina i ity a era e  4  
• India scored 56.0.
• Current tra e t ries in i ate issin  Paris 

Agreement targets i it a  ar in  
t  2 C a e re-in ustria  e e s  an  

re era y t  C
 Resilience:  easures  e  an e n y 

it stan s an  re ers r  s s  a  
resi ien e a era e  2  
• India scored 51.2.
• any untries nee  e er re ara n r 

e ra i  an es

India’s Perspective
1. South Asia’s economy re  y an es ate  

 in 202  an  is r e te  t  in rease y 2  
in 2024.

2. India remains the fastest-growing large economy 
in t e r

3. n ia s r e te  r t  rate r 2024 is 2
4. r t  in n ia is su rte  y domestic demand, 

as e  as e ansi n in t e anu a turin  an  
ser i es se t rs

3.   INDIA’S 1ST NATIONAL HIGHWAY STEEL 
SLAG ROAD

1. In January 2024, the 1st National Highway (NH) 
steel slag road se n n NH-66 Mumbai-Goa was 
inau urate

2. e te n y e in  t is r a  is e e e  y t e 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central 
Road Research Institute (CSIR-CRRI).

3. JSW Steel nstru te  a 1 km long four-lane steel 
s a  r a  se n  Ar un  0 000 t ns  CONARC 
Steel slag ere n erte  int  processed steel slag 
aggregates ass  r t is r e t
a. e CONARC steelmaking process is a steel-

a in  ra e t at combines electrode 
arc melting an  oxygen steelmaking. It uses 
electrical and chemical energy t  e t an  

e ar uri e in se arate s e s
b. The CONARC process uses a raw material 

feed mix that consists of: 0  t eta  r  
ir n a in  units i e ast urna es   s i  

ar e  2  stee  s ra
c. Processed steel slag aggregates surpass natural 

a re ates in ari us e ani a  r er es 
an  are use  in a  r a  ayers instea   natura  
aggregates.

4. C -C  as i e ente  stee  s a  in r a  
nstru n r e ts in Gujarat, Jharkhand  an  

Arunachal Pradesh. Notable, in 2022, Surat got the 
country’s 1st steel slag r a  at Hazira.
a. e Border Roads Organization (BRO) has also 

ui t a stee  s a  r a  in Aruna a  ra es
5. Benefits of Processed Steel Slag in Road Construction:

a. is e e ent su rts t e ‘Waste to 
Wealth’ initiative.
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• is issi n i  i en y  e e  an  e y 
technologies to treat waste to generate 
ener y  re y e ateria s  an  e tra t rt

• t is ne  t e nine na na  issi ns  t e 
Prime Minister’s Science, Technology, and 
Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).

b. t si ni es a ru ia  ste  t ar s sustainable, 
cost-effective  an  eco-friendly highway 
construction in n ia

c. t a resses en ir n enta  e ra a n ause  
by waste steel slag an  unsustainable mining 
and quarrying r ess  e tra n  inera s 
an  natura  res ur es r  t e eart s sur a e  
of natural aggregates.

d. e bituminous steel slag road n -  re uires 
28% less thickness are  t  n en na  

itu in us r a s
e. ese r a s are a r i ate y 32% more cost-

effective t an n en na  r a s an  e i it 
e er ura i ity

WORLD’S 2ND LARGEST PRODUCER OF STEEL: 
INDIA

n ia as e erien e  si ni ant r t  in t e steel 
sector, becoming the world’s 2nd largest producer. 

e se t r is ru ia  r in ustries i e nstru n  
in rastru ture  aut i es  en ineerin  an  e en e
Recent Initiatives for Steel Sector Growth
1. Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme: 

e ia ty tee  as een in u e  in t e  e e  
it  a nan ia  ut ay  a e 000 r re er  

years.
a. is ai s t  boost Specialty Steel 

manufacturing es a y  a ra n  
in est ent an  r n  te n y 
u ra es

2. Green Steel Making: n ine it  n ia s 
it ents t ar s net-zero emissions, as 

outlined in COP-26  t e inistry  tee  (MoS) has 
ta en ari us ste s t ar s e ar ni a n  t e 
steel sector
a. 13 Task Forces  in in  in ustry  a a e ia  

an  t er sta e ers  a e een r e  
y  t  is uss an  re en  
e ar ni a n strate ies

b. e Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
(MNRE) aun e  a National Green Mission 

r reen y r en r u n  in in  t e 
stee  se t r as a sta e er

c. e stee  in ustry is i e en n  Best 
Available Technologies (BAT) from global 
s ur es in erni a n an  e ansi n 

r e ts
3. Engagement with PM Gati Shakti National 

Master Plan:   inte rate  a a i i es  
Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space 
Applications and Geo-informatics A -  int  
the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan.
a. e a ns  er 2000 stee  units ere 

u a e  t  ain insi ts int  stee  r u n 
a i i es

b. is in r a n i  assist in annin  rai ay 
ine e tensi n  in an  ater ays  i ays  

rts  an  as i e ine nne ity
4. Steel Scrap Recycling Policy (SSRP):  n e  

in 20  a i itates esta is ent  eta  s ra in  
entres r s ien  r essin  an  re y in   
err us s ra  in u in  en - - i e e i es

5. National Infrastructure Pipeline Projects:  
a e y a resses issues re ate  t  National 
Infrastructure Pipeline r e ts  stee  anies 

it  n erne  Centra tate ern ent  
inistries e art ents

6. National Steel Policy: t ut ines a r a a  r 
n -ter  r t   t e n ian stee  in ustry y 

2030-31.

4.  1ST SUBMARINE OPTIC FIBER CABLE 
CONNECTIVITY TO LAKSHADWEEP
1. e ri e inister  in January 2024  inau urate  

the Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical 
Fibre Connection (KLI-SOFC) r e t a n  it  t er 

r e ts t ta in  re t an s 0 r re  
a. e r e ts er a wide range of sectors 

in u in  te n y  ener y  ater res ur es  
ea t are  an  e u a n

b. re i us y  uni a n it  t e s an s 
re ie  s e y n satellite medium  i  a  
i ite  an i t  a a ity an  u  n t eet 
r in  e an s
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c. is r e t i  ensure 100 times faster Internet 

r t e e e  a s a ee

About the KLI-SOFC Project
1. a s a ee  re uire  i ita  nne ity ue t  

limited satellite communication bandwidth an  t e 
- C r e t ai s t  en an e internet s ee  
enin  ne  rtuni es

2. t intr u es Submarine Optic Fiber Cable 
connectivity to Lakshadweep for the first time.

3. Project Details:
a. un e  y t e Department of 

Telecommunications (DOT) through the 
Universal Services Obligation Fund (USOF). 

b. C ete  y Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited 
(BSNL).

c. ten s su arine a e nne ity r  i 
t   a s a ee  s an s

4. Importance of this Project:
a. e r e t su rts Digital India an  

National Broadband Mission goals  a i ita n  
ari us ern ent e- ernan e r e ts in 
a s a ee

• e National Broadband Mission (NBM) was 
aun e  y t e Ministry of Communications 

in 20  t  r i e uni ersa  a ess t  
r a an  ser i es

b. sts e-governance, tourism, education, 
health, commerce  an  industries n t e is an s

c. Enhances standards of living an  socio-economic 
development.

 r i es high-speed wireline broadband 
connectivity an  5G/4G mobile network 
technologies.

e. an i t  a essi e t  a  Telecom Service 
Providers (TSPs)  stren t enin  te e  ser i es 
in a s a ee

f. t en an es t e ten a   e e in  
a s a ee  as a is s u

5. Developments in Lakshadweep Islands:
a. Low-Temperature Thermal Desalination (LTTD) 

Plant at Kadmat: r u es  a  itres  ean 
rin in  ater ai y

• Functional Household Tap Connections 
(FHTC) in Agatti and Minicoy Islands.

• A  use s in A a  an  ini y a e 
un na  ta  nne ns

• e  is a r ess un er i  t e 
ar  sur a e sea ater is e a rate  at  
ressure an  t e a ur is n ense  it  

t e e    ee  sea ater
b. Solar Power Plant at Kavaratti: irst a ery-

a e  s ar er r e t in a s a ee
c. Primary Health Care Facility in Kalpeni: 

un a n st ne ai  r ri ary ea t  are 
a i ity ren a n in a eni

 Model Anganwadi Centres (Nand Ghars): i e 
e  An an a i entres are t  e nstru te  

in An r t  C et at  a at  A a  an  ini y 
is an s

6. About the Lakshadweep Islands:
a. n ia s smallest Union Territory comprising 36 

islands er 2 2 it  a ita  an  rin i a  
t n  Kavaratti.
i. Out of these 36, 10 islands (Kavaratti, 

Agatti, Amini, Kadmat, Kiltan, Chetlat, 
Bitra, Andrott, Kalpeni, and Minicoy) are 
inhabited.

ii. Southernmost island, Minicoy, is situated 
close to the busy 9-degree Channel a critical 
shipping route.

b. s an s situate  220 t  440  r  i in t e 
Arabian Sea.

c. Lakshadweep  eans a un re  t usan  
is an s  in a aya a  an  ans rit
i. ri ina y na e  a a i e  ini y  an  

A in i e  t ese is an s ere rena e  
a s a ee  in 

 Tropical climate it  an a era e te erature  
2 C  2 C  i - ase  t uris  se  urin  
monsoons.

e. ire t y un er t e ntr   t e Centre t r u  
an a inistrat r

f. e en re in i en us u a n is assi e  as 
Scheduled Tribes e ause  t eir e n i  an  
s ia  a ar ness  ere are n  e u e  
Castes in t is ni n errit ry

g. In 2020, the world’s 1st sea cucumber conservation 
reserve r   a e  ya ea Cu u er 
C nser a n eser e  esta is e  s annin  2  
s   in t e Cheriyapani Reef. 
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5. INDIA’S GNPA RATIO DECREASES: RBI
1. The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) annual Trend and 

Progress of Banking in India report for the financial 
year 2022-23 revealed a decrease in the Gross Non-
Performing Assets (GNPA) ratio to 3.9 per cent in 
2022-23.
a. The Gross Non-Performing Asset (GNPA) ratio is 

calculated by dividing the total gross NPAs by the 
total assets. A high GNPA ratio can indicate that 
a bank has a large number of loans that are not 
being repaid.

About NPA
a. Non-Performing Assets (NPA) is a loan or 

advance that is overdue for interest or principal 
instalments for 90 days. 

b. According to the RBI, an asset becomes non-
performing when it stops generating income for 
the bank. 

Reasons for NPAs
a. Defective Lending Process: Improper selection 

and infrequent review of borrowers’ credit 
profiles in Public Sector Banks (PSBs) can lead to 
NPAs.
• Lack of cooperation with financial institutions 

can result in borrowers defaulting in multiple 
banks.

b. Wilful Defaults: Some borrowers, despite having 
the means to repay their loans, choose not to pay 
which results in loan defaults.

c. Industrial Sickness: Ineffective management, 
resource inadequacy (deficiency), technological 
changes, and government policy shifts contribute 
to industrial sickness, impacting banks financing 
these industries.

d. Regulatory Issues: Flouting (defying) RBI 
guidelines and non-compliance with regulatory 
directives by PSBs can lead to fraud and NPA 
escalation (rise).

e. Frauds by Bankers and Borrowers: Instances 
of fraud in the public sector banking system are 
increasing, though still relatively small compared 
to overall NPAs.

• Reported fraud cases in the banking sector 
surged above 14,000 in the first half of the 2023-
24 financial year, up from 5,400 cases in the same 
period last year (2022-23).

Major steps taken to reduce NPA
1. SARFAESI Act,2002 (Securitisation and Reconstruction 

of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 
Interest Act, 2002): It allows secured creditors to take 
possession of collateral, against which a loan had 
been provided, upon a default in repayment. 

2. Debt Recovery Tribunals: Established under the 
Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy Act, 1993.

3. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016: For 
reorganisation and insolvency resolution of corporate 
persons, partnership firms and individuals in a time-
bound manner i.e. within 180 days or the extended 
period of 90 days.

4. National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL): 
It aims to reduce NPAs of banks, improving financial 
system stability and efficiency.
• It is incorporated under the Companies Act 2013 

with PSBs holding a majority stake.
5. Indradhanush plan for revamping PSBs, envisaging 

infusion of capital in PSBs.

Other Highlights of the Report
a. Consolidated balance sheet of Scheduled 

Commercial Banks grew by 12% in 2022-23, the 
highest in 9 years.

b. Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs) saw above 2% 
expansion in their combined balance sheets, 
while Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) 
witnessed a 15% growth.

c. Unsecured retail segment’s growth rate 
surpassed total bank credit growth. NBFCs’ 
double-digit credit expansion was fuelled by 
unsecured loans, growing more than twice as fast 
as secured loans.

d. Total reported bank fraud declined to a 6-year 
low in 2022-23, with the average fraud amount at 
its lowest in a decade. 

e. Capital-to-Risk-Weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) of 
SCBs reached 17% by September 2023.
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2. Impact and Solutions:

Impact Solutions

Rising NPAs hinder 
banks from lending for 
productive activities, 
slowing down economic 
growth. This can result in 
reduced job opportunities 
and inflation.

Government support 
through a comprehensive 
4R strategy - Recognition 
of NPAs, Resolution 
of stressed accounts, 
Recapitalizing PSBs, and 
Financial Reforms.

Rising NPAs may prompt 
banks to raise interest 
rates to cover losses, 
increasing borrowing 
costs for individuals and 
companies.

Strengthen credit 
monitoring by developing 
early warning mechanisms 
and comprehensive MIS 
for timely detection of 
problem accounts.

Growing NPAs pose 
reputational, operational, 
and business risks for 
banks, eroding customer 
trust and affecting financial 
stability.

Enhance the credit 
approval process for 
thorough assessments and 
periodic reviews.

Courts face mounting 
backlogs due to inefficient 
debt recovery systems, 
causing delays in resolving 
cases.

Effective implementation 
of the Debt Recovery 
Tribunal (DRT) would 
decrease the pendency of 
cases in courts.

6. RISE IN INDIA’S PROCESSED FOOD 
EXPORTS
• India’s Food Processing Sector has become a sunrise 

in ustry  a ra n  a r i ate y s 0 000 r re in 
FDI investments er t e ast nine years
o A sunrise industry is a new or relatively new 

business or sector that is expected to grow 
quickly an  e e i rtant in t e uture  

What is Food processing?   
1.  r essin  is t e set  et s an  te ni ues 

i  are use  t  trans r  ra  in re ients int  
nis e  an  se i- nis e  r u ts  

2. A r in  t  t e inistry   r essin  
n ustries  i  any ra  r u t  a ri u ture  

ani a  us an ry r s eries is trans r e  in su  
a way that  

a. its ri ina  ysi a  r er es un er  a an e  
b. t e trans r e  r u t is e i e an  
c. as er ia  a ue  t en it es it in t e 

ain   r essin  n ustry   
3. r esse  s ary in nutritional content, taste, 

texture, and shelf life.

Significance of the Food Processing Sector
1. Boosts farmer’s income t r u  a ue a i n an  

aste re u n
2. Generates employment rtuni es
3. Contributes to earning foreign exchange.
4. Ensures food and nutritional security.

Challenges Solutions
Lack of Cutting-
Edge Infrastructure: 
nsu ient  st ra e  
r essin  a i i es  an  

trans rta n net r

n ura e ern ent 
initiatives and incentives for 
in rastru ture e e ent 
in t e  r essin  
se t r  es e ia y r s

Inefficient Supply Chains: 
nsu ient su y ain 

infrastructure contributes 
to wastage, with annual 

st- ar est sses

r e in rastru ture t  
re u e st- ar est sses 

y in es n  in e er 
storage, transportation, 
an  istri u n a i i es

Lack of Access to Credit: 
ra i na  an s an  
nan ia  ins tu ns 

en a e stri t en in  
riteria  a in  it 

challenging to access 
un in

r  t ar s rea n  
specialized financial 
institutions or schemes 
tai re  t  t e nee s  

s in t e  r essin  
in ustry

High food wastage  
A r i ate y 74 million 
tonnes   is st in 
n ia annua y

Implement measures to 
strengthen supply chains 
an  te n y a n t  
re u e st- ar est sses 
an   asta e

Initiatives to Promote the Food Processing Sector
1. One District One Product (ODOP) initiative  r i es 

a is n t i en ty r s a  ar ers an  in ustries
2. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY):

a  Mega Food Parks Scheme: ern  
r essin  in rastru ture ase  n a uster 

approach.
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 Integrated Cold Chain: r n  

uninterru te   ain a i i es r  ar  ate 
to consumer.

 Scheme for Creation of Infrastructure for Agro 
Processing Clusters: n es asi  na in  
n rastru ture an  C re n rastru ture C n 
a i i es

3. Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food 
Processing Industry (PLISFPI): Aims to support the 
rea n  a   anu a turin  a i ns

4. Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food 
processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme: uses n 

asi  na in  n rastru ture an  C re n rastru ture
C n a i i es

5. 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Approval: 
A e  un er t e aut a  r ute r t e  
processing sector.

7.  RBI PUBLISHED 2023 LIST OF D-SIBS
1.  u is es t e 2023 list of Domestic Systemically 

Important Banks (D-SIBs).
a. - s are an s t at are nsi ere  “too big to 

fail”. ey are i en e  as su  i  t eir ai ure 
u  a e a seri us i a t n t e nan ia  

system or the economy. 
b. - s are si ni ant e ause  t eir si e  

r ss- uris i na  a i es  e ity  an  
inter nne n

2. Declaration/Regulation of D-SIBs:
a. - s are eter ine  ase  n t e RBI’s D-SIBs 

Framework since 2014  a i ne  it  t e Basel 
Committee on Banking Supervision’s (BCBS) 
framework.
• e BCBS is a global standard se er r an  

re u a n  e ase  ra e r  is t e u  
set  stan ar s set y t e C

• e Basel III framework is a untary 
re u at ry ra e r  t at ea s it  an  
a ita  a e ua y  stress tes n  an  ar et 
i ui ity ris

• e Capital Adequacy Ratio esta is e  
ui e ines r an s y assessin  ea  

ins tu n s a a ity t  eet its i a ns 
an  res n  t  era na  an  re it ris s

• Market liquidity risk is t e ss in urre  
en a ar et ar i ant ants t  e e ute 

a tra e r t  i ui ate a si n i e iate y 
i e n t i n  t e est ri e

b. an s are ate ri e  int  5 buckets a r in  t  
their systemic importance.

c. n ia s urrent - s in u e State Bank of India 
u et 4  HDFC Bank u et 2  an  ICICI Bank 
u et 

 - s ust aintain Additional Common Equity 
Tier 1 C  as a er enta e  Risk Weighted 
Assets As
• Additional Common Equity Tier 1 (AT1) is 

a type of instrument that is eligible to be 
in u e  in t e C n uity ier  C  

er
• RWAs are a an s assets t at are weighted 

by risk  ey are use  t  in  t e ini u  
a unt  a ita  t at an s ust a e it  
t e ris  r e  t eir en in  a i es an  
other assets.

e. C  re uire ents ary et een u ets  it  
Bucket 1 banks a in  t e lowest CET1 0 20  
an  Bucket 5 an s t e highest 

3. Regulation for Global Systemically Important Banks 
(G-SIBs) with Branches in India:
a. Foreign banks esi nate  as - s an  era n  

ran es in n ia ust aintain an a i na  
C  a ita  sur ar e

b. e Financial Stability Board (FSB) releases the 
ist  - s annua y
•  is an interna na  y t at nit rs 

an  a es re en a ns a ut t e 
global financial system  t as esta is e  
in 200  at t e 20 i s ur  u it as a 
su ess r t  t e inan ia  ta i ity ru

8.  MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY  
 A report by NITI Aayog s e  t at t e er enta e 

 e e i in  in u i ensi na  erty in n ia 
r e  from 29.17% in 2013-14 to 11.28% in 2022-

23  is eans a ut 24 2 r re e e are n  n er 
nsi ere  r in t ese i ensi ns
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What is Poverty?
1. erty is en easure  y  u  ney a 

ers n earns r s en s   n  ut i  s e ne is r  
we use “poverty lines,” which are the least amount 

 ney s e ne nee s t  n t e nsi ere  r  
2. e NITI Aayog a u ates t e erty ine in n ia 

ase  n t e ata e te  y t e a na  a e 
ur ey e (NSSO). 

3. e erty ine in n ia in 202  is 1,059.42 n ian 
u ees 2   er nt  in rural areas an  

1,286 n ian ru ees    er nt  in urban 
areas.

What is the National Multidimensional Poverty 
Index?
•  Aay  ana es n ia s u i ensi na  erty 

n e   an  esta is e  t e MPI Coordination 
Committee CC  r effe e ersi t

• e  C r ina n C i ee CC  
collaborates with key Ministries t  ta e 

u i ensi na  erty a r ss se t rs

About MPICC
• e CC  su rte  y sta e ers i e NFHS 

survey implementers inistry  ea t  an  a i y 
e are  aye  a i ta  r e in ra in  an  a i a n  

n ia s na na  
• Technical partners su  as r  erty an  u an 

e e ent ni a e  an  t e nite  a ns 
e e ent r ra e  ntri ute  t  t e 

CC s eff rts  ensurin  t e te ni a  s un ness 
an  re ia i ity  t e na na  

• e CC s si n re e te  t e 
u i ensi na  nature  t e in e  ra in  

expertise from various sectors t  a ress i erse 
in i at rs an  su -in i at rs effe e y
What is the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index?

• e  is a si ni ant a  t  r assessin  se ere 
u i ensi na  erty in er 100 developing 

nations.
• aun e  in 20 0 y  an  t e s u an 

e e ent e rt e  t e  tra s 
e ri a ns in 10 indicators erin  ea t  

e u a n  an  i in  stan ar s  a ressin  t  
erty in i en e an  intensity

• is in e  ffers a comprehensive measure of 
poverty beyond income  r i in  a ua e insi ts 
int  t e u a ete  nature  erty r i e
What Does Multidimensional Poverty Include?

e  e s erty y nsi erin   i  areas
1. Health:  ea t y e e are
2. Education   u  s in   e e et
3. Standard of Living   e e i e  in u in  t eir 

use  at t ey n  an  asi  ser i es i e ater 
an  e e tri ity

What’s Special About India’s MPI?
 n ia a e  t  re in i at rs t  t e a   

e
1. Maternal Health:  e asi e t e i rtan e  

en s ea t  urin  re nan y
2. Bank Accounts:  s  t e si ni an e  nan ia  

in usi n in i r in  i in  stan ar s

India’s Progress in Reducing Multidimensional 
Poverty:

Improvements in All Areas
1. All 12 indicators use  t  easure erty a e 

s n reat i r e ent
2. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Madhya Pradesh saw the 

biggest reduction in poverty.

 Faster Improvement in Poorer States
1. tates t at ere rer e re a e seen a ui er 

e rease in erty  e in  re u e ifferen es in 
erty e e s a r ss t e untry

2. n ia is n tra  t  eet t e ustaina e e e ent 
a    u n  u i ensi na  erty y 

a  e  e re t e 20 0 ea ine

How Was This Achieved?
1. e ern ent as aun e  any ini a es 

tar e n  ifferent as e ts  erty  r  ea t  
an  nutri n t  e u a n an  i in  stan ar s

2. rtant r ra s i e Poshan Abhiyan an  Anemia 
Mukt Bharat a e i r e  ea t are a ess

3. e Targeted Public Distribution System r i es 
 rains t  over 81.35 crore people  ensurin   

security.
4. ff rts i e t e Ujjwala Yojana r ean in  ue  

Saubhagya for electricity access, Swachh Bharat 
Mission for cleanliness  an  Jal Jeevan Mission 
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for water su y a e si ni ant y i r e  i in  

n i ns
5. inan ia  in usi n an  usin  a e een a resse  

through the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana an  
PM Awas Yojana.

Impact on National Development
1. e r ress in re u in  erty is n t ust a ut 

nu ers  t s a ut rea  i r e ents in t e i es  
i i ns  n ians

2. is su ess s s n ia s str n  it ent t  
i in  its i ens ut  erty an  in  t ar s 

becoming a developed nation by 2047.

Conclusion
 e ern ent s use  eff rts n u i ensi na  

erty a e e  t  su stan a  a ie e ents  y 
a ressin  ea t  e u a n  an  i in  stan ar s 
si u tane us y  n ia as a e re ar a e stri es 
t ar  re u in  erty an  ensurin  a e er uture r 
its i ens

9.   WORLD’S  4TH LARGEST STOCK MARKET 
: INDIA 

1. n January 2024  n ia surpasses Hong Kong to claim 
the 4th spot in a  st  ar et ran in s  ata 
re ease  y Bloomberg.

2. e top 3 a  st  ar ets are t e United States, 
China, and Japan.

3. Stock Market: e st  ar et a i itates tra in   
ari us se uri es i e st s  n s  an e- ra e  
un  s  an  eri a es y in est rs

a. Two main types of stock markets:
• Primary Market: t is a ar et ere t e 

any s  t eir new shares r n s r 
the first time t r u  ini a  u i  fferin  

• Secondary Market: ra in   existing 
securities  su  as e ui es an  n s 
a n  t e in est rs  Example: ay 

t  an e
4. Significance of Stock Market:

a. For Businesses: r i es a ess t  a ita  ai s 
in ris  i ersi a n  an  a i itates usiness 
e ansi n

b. For Investors: ffers e er returns are  t  
tra i na  sa in s instru ents  a n  it  ta  

ene ts an  a ita  r t  rtuni es
c. For Society: u rts s ia  i a t n s  

en ura es sustaina e in est ent t r u  
reen n s  an  ntri utes t  s ieta  
e e ent

• Green bonds are e t se uri es t at 
ern ents  anies  an  u atera  

r ani a ns an issue t  raise ney r 
r e ts t at a e si e effe ts n t e 
i ate an  en ir n ent

 For Economy: i i es i e sa in s  en ura es 
entre reneurs i  ia enture a ita  C  un s  
an  s u ates e n i  r t
• C un s are in est ent un s t at ana e 

ney r  in est rs  ant ri ate 
e uity sta es in startu s an  s a  t  

e iu -si e  anies  ese un s are 
i -ris i -return rtuni es

5. Issues with Indian Stock Markets:
a. High volatility an  in est r ase a er i ui ity
b. Dominance of government bonds results in a 

 stan ar  r rate e t ar et
6. Regulation of Stock Markets in India:

a. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI): 
e u ates ari us ar et inter e iaries su  

as st  r ers an  e an es   erates 
un er t e SEBI Act of 1992.
• e Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) Act of 1992 establishes a statutory 
body t  r te t t e interests  in est rs 
an  re u ate t e se uri es ar et

b. Reserve Bank of India (RBI): ersees t e 
Government Securities market among other 
res nsi i i es

10.  4th STATES’ STARTUP RANKING 
1. On National Startup Day th January 2024  t e 

results of the 4th e i n  t e tates  tartu  an in  
2022 ere ann un e  y t e inistry  C er e 
an  n ustry
• ta e  t is e i n as aun e  in 2022
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2. e tates  tartu  an in  is a periodic capacity-

building exercise reate  y t e e art ent r 
r n  n ustry an  nterna  ra e  t  

e a uate a   n ia s tates an  s n t eir eff rts 
t  ui  an e syste  n u i e t  startu  r t

3. This edition saw the maximum participation across 
a  e i ns   33 States and Union Territories (UTs).

a. tates an  s are ran e  ase  n ari us 
criteria that support startup growth.

b. tates an  s are i i e  based on 
population Cate ry A  r re  an  
Cate ry   r re

States Startup Ranking Framework 2022 Results
Category A States (Population more than 1 crore)

Performance States/UTs

1. est er r er u arat  arnata a  era a  a i  
a u

2.  er r er a aras tra  is a  un a  
a ast an  e an ana

3. ea er An ra ra es  Assa  
a ya ra es  ar ra es  
ara an

4. As irin  ea er i ar  aryana

5. Emerging 
Ecosystems

C a s ar  e i  Ja u an  
as ir

Category B States (Population less than 1 crore)

1. est er r er i a a  ra es

2.  er r er Aruna a  ra es  e a aya

3. ea er a  ani ur  ri ura

4. As irin  ea er An a an an  i ar s an s  
a a an

5. Emerging 
Ecosystems

C an i ar  a ra an  a ar 
a e i  a an an  iu  a a  
i ra  u u erry  i i

Government’s Major Initiatives to Support 
Startups
1. un s  un s  e e
2. tartu  n ia ee  un  e e 
3. tartu  n ia n est r C nne t
4. u atera  n a e ents tartu 20
5. a na  tartu  A ar s

Importance of Ranking
1. Competitive Spirit: n ura es ea t y e n 

a n  states  ea in  t  e er su rt syste s r 
startups.

2. Potential for Innovation: n i ates si ni ant 
ten a  r r t  an  inn a n in n ia s startu  

sector.
3. National Development: C ntri utes t  t e na na  

a   sterin  a se -re iant  inn a e  an  
te n i a y a an e  n ia

Conclusion
 Overall Impact: ese ran in s an  ini a es re e t 
India’s commitment t  sterin  an en ir n ent ere 
startu s an t ri e an  ntri ute t  t e e n y
 Future Prospects  n ura es states t  n nue 
i r in  t eir startup ecosystems  r n  
inn a n  an  ntri u n  t  n ia s a   e in  
self-reliant.

11.   NEW RULES AND REGULATIONS OF 
UPI: RBI

1. n Jan 2024  t e eser e an   n ia  as 
ann un e  ne  ru es an  re u a ns t  en an e t e 
s e  ni e  ay ents nter a e  ay ents
a. Enhancing UPI transaction limit: e limit for 

UPI payments to hospitals and educational 
institutions as in rease  t  Rs 5 lakh from Rs 

 a
• e t r ertain ate ries i e Ca ita  

ar ets  C e ns  an  nsuran e  t e 
general UPI transaction limit remains Rs 1 
lakh  i e it s Rs 2 lakhs for these specified 
categories.

b. e National Payment Corporation of India 
C  an ates deactivation of inactive UPI IDs 

a er ne year  
• As in  users n a r s i e e 

ay an  ne e t  eri y an  aintain 
t eir s a e

c.  ans na n i e r ut  UPI ATMs, 
a i ita n  as  it ra a  t r u   e 

s annin  it  ita i ay ent er i es 
intr u in  t e untry s rst -A  in 
partnership with NPCI.
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  r ses a 4- ur in  r first-time 

payments er ₹2,000 to new recipients, 
a in  users t  re erse r i y transa ns 

r a e  ntr  an  se urity  

About NPCI
NPCI operates retail payments and settlement systems 
in n ia
t s an initiative of RBI and Indian Banks’ Association 

(IBA) un er t e r isi ns  t e ay ent an  
e e ent yste s A t  200
n r rate  as a “Not for Profit” Company un er 

Section 8 of the Companies Act 2013.
C  as intr u e  ari us ay ent r u ts 

in u in  RuPay card, IMPS, UPI, BHIM, BHIM Aadhaar, 
Bharat BillPay, etc.
RuPay cards are es  ar s  i e isa r 

asterCar  are interna na  syste  ar s  an  a e 
er r essin  ees an  es e ause t ey use 
es  r essin  r a  transa ns

BHIM stan s r Bharat Interface for Money  t s a 
i e ay ent a  e e e  y t e C  in 20

About UPI
 UPI consolidates multiple bank accounts into a single 
mobile application  fferin  ari us an in  ser i es i e 
un  trans ers

1. Developed by NPCI in 20  er t e Immediate 
Payment Service (IMPS) infrastructure. 
a. Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) is a ser i e 

that allows users to transfer money instantly 
between banks in n ia  t is available 24/7, 
in u in  n an  i ays

b.  is a i itate  y t e National Payment 
Corporation of India (NPCI)  t an e use  
t r u  i e nes  internet an in  r 
A s

2. t stan s as t e most successful real-time payment 
system globally  ensurin  si i ity  sa ety  an  
se urity in ers n-t - ers n 2  an  ers n-t -

er ant 2  transa ns in n ia

New Features of UPI
1. Credit Line on UPI:  an s an ffer pre-

approved credit lines through UPI, allowing 
transa ns ey n  e site  a unts  ar ier  only 

the deposited amount u  e transacted through 
the UPI System.

2. UPI Lite X: Enables offline money transfers using 
Near Field Communication (NFC) n a e 

e i es r t  sen in  an  re ei in  un s
a. NFC is a set of wireless technologies that allow 

two electronic devices to communicate within 4 
en eters  ea  t er  t is a su set  radio-

frequency identification (RFID)  i  uses ra i  
a es t  i en y t in s

UPI Tap & Pay: Allows contactless payments at merchants 
using NFC-enabled QR codes  re uirin  ust a single tap 
without PIN entry.
3. Conversational Payments:

a. Hello! UPI: na es un  trans ers t r u  voice 
commands  e  y enterin  a   r 
transa n e n

b. BillPay Connect: Customers can pay bills by 
sen in  a si e essa e r i in  a isse  a

 z aun    in ran e
 z  as ia y intr u e  urin  n ia s Republic 

Day celebration in Paris, France.
 z ar s a ru ia  a an e ent in globalizing UPI 

an  r n  i ita  transa ns
 z C s su si iary  NPCI International Payments 

(NIPL)  as artnere  it  ran e s Lyra Collect to 
intr u e UPI in ran e an  ur e

Initiatives to Promote UPI
1. UPI for Secondary Market: ntr u e  y C  t  

a i itate e uity tra in
2. UPI Chalega Campaign: C s ini a e t  r te 

 as a sa e  instant ay ent et  an  e u ate 
users a ut eatures i e   r s i  - a ue 
transa ns

3. MoU between Google India Digital Services and 
NPCI International Payments: an in   use r 
tra e ers a r a  an  easin  re i an e r esses

4. India’s UPI in Overseas Markets: e era  untries 
such as Oman, UAE, France, Nepal  an  Bhutan a e 
a te  t e  syste  r ay ents

5. UPI 123PAY: An instant payment system for feature 
ne users  ena in  t e  t  use  ser i es 

securely.
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Benefits of UPI

Merchants Banks Customers Fintechs/PSPs
1. Low cost r a e n  

payments.
2. Accept payments 

it ut nee in  re it
e it ar s  re u in  
as  an in

3. Suitable for both 
physical and online 
merchants.

4. r i es a ess t  re it

1. Requires low 
investments in branches 
an  int  a e 

2. ne ensi e er ant 
n ar in

3. ransa n ata ai s 
in un erstan in  
ust ers r e er 
r ss-se in u se in

1. A ai a e round-the-clock.
2. Single app for accessing 

ifferent an  a unts
3. ffers u e ay ent 

ns
4. Allows raising complaints 

ire t y r  i e a s
5. r i es convenience an  

ease of use.

1. Open architecture 
r tes inn a n

2. C a ra ns it  
nan ia  ins tu ns 

for customer-centric 
s u ns

3. Opportunity to 
ar et inn a e 

re it r u ts

Challenges and solutions

Challenges Solutions
an in  UPI globally re uires ian e it  ari us 

untries  ata r te n an  nan ia  a s  sin  
regulatory challenges.

Collaborative efforts it  t er na ns an  t eir nan ia  
ins tu ns are nee e  t  esta is  a uni r  re u at ry 
ra e r

Cybercriminals an e it syste  u nera i i es r use 
s ia  en ineerin  t  a ess sensi e in r a n  ea in  
t  nan ia  sses

C a ra n a n   ser i e r i ers  an s  an  
users is ru ia  t  i en y an  a ress rau  in i ents

i ite  a i iarity digital divide  it  i ita  ay ents 
a n  in i i ua s in ers a er   a n an  
in reases t e ris   nan ia  rau

rainin  r ra s an  user-friendly guides s u  e 
e e e  t  e u ate e e a ut t e UPI ecosystem 

an  a ress n erns
e inan e  rei n en es i e PhonePe an  

Google Pay in t e n ian nte  se t r  As are  t  
t e    s n y 0 22   t e ar et s are  

  ust en an e its in rastru ture t  an e i er 
transa n u es an  a ate a  users

12.   NATIONAL MONETISATION PIPELINE 
(NMP)

  is a strate i  ern ent ini a e t  ease ut 
ari us u i  in rastru ture assets t  ri ate en es  e 

a  is t  raise un s r ne  in rastru ture e e ent  

 Objectives of NMP
1. Resource Generation:  raise a ut s 6-lakh crore 

by 2025 through leasing core assets. 
a. Core Assets in u e r a s  rai ays  er  

i   as an  te e
2. Efficiency Enhancement: rin in  in ri ate se t r 

e er se t  ana e an  erate u i  assets re 
e ient y

3. Funding Infrastructure: e un s raise  i  su rt 
t e a na  n rastru ture i e ine  i  ai s 

t  in est s 111 trillion in in rastru ture er six 
years.

 Components of NMP
1. Core Asset Focus: n es easin  assets in ey 

se t rs i e r a s  rai ays  er  et
2. Exclusion of Non-core Assets: e ne a n es 

n t in u e t e sa e  n n- re assets i e an  r 
real estate.

3. Integration with State Assets: ans t  in u e assets 
r  t  entra  an  state ern ents

 Why NMP is Needed
1. Cost Overruns: any ern ent r e ts e ee  

t eir u et  a in  t e  nan ia y un ia e
2. Over capitalisation: is ana e ent in t e a a n 

 res ur es ea s t  aste u  e en iture
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3. Coordination Issues: a   era n et een 

ifferent ern ent e art ents s s n 
r e t e e u n

4. Labour and Governance Challenges: Reluctance in 
i e en n  ne essary a ur re r s an  ea  

e isi n- a in  a ers t e su ess  u i  
in rastru ture r e ts

 Achievements and Expectations
1. Mining Sector Success: i ni ant re enue enera n 

r  a  s an  t er ines  e ee in  ini a  
targets.

2. NHAI Contributions: i  earnin s t r u  e s 
i e  erate rans er  se uri a n  an  
n

3. Expectations in Other Sectors: er enera n  
trans issi n  an  rai ays are e e te  t  ntri ute 
si ni ant y in t e u in  s a  year

Challenges and Concerns Solutions

1. People are concerned 
a ut ayin  e tra 
for using assets they 
un e  t r u  ta es

1. Clear communication 
about asset 

ne a n 
r esses t  ui  

public trust.
2. ere s a ris   

t e ern ent 
falling into a cycle 

 ui in  an  t en 
ne in  assets

2. Crea n  a re u at ry 
en ir n ent t at 
encourages private 
investment an  

ar i a n
3. ssues i e 

underutilization in 
as i e ines an  

in est r isinterest in 
certain assets.

3. e a   ysi a  
space, equipment, 
human capital, etc. 

 Impact on Economy and Development
1. Economic Boost:  is e e te  t  s u ate t e 

e n y y un in  a ita  r  un eru i e  
assets.

2. Employment Opportunities: New infrastructure 
r e ts an reate nu er us  rtuni es

3. Improved Infrastructure: ein est ent  un s int  
in rastru ture e e ent an si ni ant y i r e 

u i  ser i es

Conclusion
 e  is a trans r a e a r a  t  ana in  
n ia s u i  assets  i e it ffers su stan a  e n i  
ene ts  a ressin  its a en es effe e y i  e 
ru ia  r its su ess an  u i  a e tan e  t i i ts 

t e ern ent s a r a  t  un in  in rastru ture 
e e ent an  in i ates se t rs ntri u n  

si ni ant y t  t e n ian e n y  

13  GLOBAL RISKS REPORT 2024
1. In January 2024 the World Economic Forum (WEF) 

re ease  t e 19th edition of the Global Risk Report 
2024. 

2. It highlights severe risks expected over the next 
decade a i  te n i a  an e  e n i  
un ertainty  a ar in  anet  an  n i t

What is Global Risk?
1. a  ris  is e ne  as t e possibility that something 

bad may happen i  i  affe t a  untries  
1. r e a e  ai ure t  i ate i ate an e  

e e n i  n r nta n  ar e-s a e 
i ra n  in reasin  y er ri e  et  

2. e Global Risks Report is an annual stu y u is e  
y t e r  n i  ru  a ea   t e Forum’s 

Annual Meeting in Davos  it er an

Current risk landscape 
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Key Highlights
1. Global Outlook Decline: a  e ents in 202  

in u in  conflicts, extreme weather  an  societal 
discontent  ntri ute t  a ar e y ne a e ut
a  Societal discontent is the feeling that people 

a e t at t e eteri ra n  s iety is ut  
ntr  an  t ere re ann t e st e

2. AI Powered Misinformation and Disinformation: 
Most severe risks er t e ne t t  years
a  a i  a an es in te n y  es e ia y 

Generative AI chatbots i e ChatGPT, raise 
n erns a ut rea n  a e ntent r 
ani u a n

 is ris  in i es it  elections in several 
countries  in u in  t e nite  tates  ritain  
n nesia  n ia  e i  an  a istan in 2024

3. Structural Forces Shaping Global Risks:
a  Four structural forces s a in  a  ris s in t e 

ne t e a e are  Climate change, Demographic 
Bifurcation a stru tura  r e re ers t  an es 
in e ra i s , Technological Acceleration, 
an  Geostrategic strate y t at in s e ra y 

it  ar strate ies  shifts.
 ese r es re resent long-term shifts 

ntri u n  t  uncertainty and volatility.
4. Environmental risks  es e ia y e tre e eat er  

inate t e ris  an s a e a r ss a  e ra es
a  Concerns in u e climate change, biodiversity 

loss, and critical changes to Earth systems with 
ten a  irre ersi e nse uen es

5. Economic Strains (stress) and Inequality: The cost-
of-living crisis an  economic risks i e in a n an  
e n i  nturn are si ni ant n erns r 
2024. 
a  Economic uncertainty ay is r r nate y 

affe t low and middle-income countries  ea in  
to potential digital isolation situa n ere 

e e are una e t  a ess i ita  e ia an  
e i es  an  rsenin  eteri ra n  s ieta  

an  en ir n enta  i a ts
6. Security Risks and Technological Advances: 

Interstate armed conflict is a ne  t  ris  in t e ne t 
two years.

a  e n i a  a an es  es e ia y in ar ia  
inte i en e  se se urity ris s  t ena es n n-
state a t rs t  a ess isru e t s  ten a y 
in reasin  n i t an  ri e

7. Geopolitical Shifts and Governance Challenges: A 
ee er i i e et een a  ers  es e ia y 
et een t e a  rt  an  ut  ay ea  t  
a en es in interna na  ernan e

a  e r in  in uen e  states in t e a  
ut  ine  it  e i a  tensi ns u  

res a e se urity yna i s an  i a t a  
ris s

Recommendations suggested
1. Use local strategies it  in est ent an  ru es t  

re u e ris s  t  public and private sectors are 
important for this. 

2. Prioritizing the future an  usin  n research 
and development t r u  sin e rea t r u  r 

a in  t e r  a sa er a e
3. e e e a ns  in i i ua  i ens  

anies  an  untries an e e y impact 
global risk reduction.

4. en in a i i e  r  cross-border collaboration is 
ru ia  r a r ris s

14.   CORRUPTION INDEX: INDIA RANKS 93 
AMONG 180 NATIONS

n January 2024  rans aren y nterna na  re ease  
C rru n er e n n e  (CPI), 2023. 

a. e C  ran s 180 countries and territories 
ar un  t e e y t eir er ei e  e e s  

u i  se t r rru n  s rin  n a s a e  0 
(highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean).

b. rans aren y nterna na  un e  in 
 an  ase  in er in  er any  is an 

in e en ent  n n- ern enta  an  n n-
r t r ani a n

Defining Corruption as per Transparency International’s 
Perspective:
1. rans aren y nterna na  e nes rru n as t e 

isuse  i en er r ers na  ain
2. C rru n a a es e ra y  trust  an  e n i  

r t  i e rsenin  s ieta  r e s i e 
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ine ua ity  erty  s ia  i isi n  an  en ir n enta  
crises.

Key Findings from Corruption Perception Index 
2023:

At Global Level:
1. er t -t ir s  untries s re e  0 ut  

00  i  str n y in i ates t at t ey a e seri us 
rru n r e s

2. e a  a era e re ains sta nant at 4  it  
nu er us untries s in  n  i r e ent r 
e erien in  a e ine er t e ast e a e

3. A ar in y  2  untries itnesse  t eir est 
s res e er t is year  in i a n  a rsenin  tren

Top 3 Countries Bottom 3 Countries
Rank Country Rank Country
1 en ar 180 Somalia
2 in an 177 ene ue a  yria  

ut  u an
3 e  ea an 176 Yamen

India’s Performance in Corruption Perceptions 
Index 2023:
1. A r in  t  C  2024 n ia ran e  93 (Score 39).

• n ia s ares t e r  s t it  a i es  
a a stan  an  es t

2. n t e Asian re i n  in a re ran e  at t e t  
s rin   an  u yin  t e  s t

3. C are  t  ur nei rin  untries  C ina 
se ure  a s re  42  ran in  t  i e a istan 
a ie e  a s re  2  a in  r

Conclusion
 n ia s ran  in C  e an s i e iate a en n  

i i n  t e ur ent nee  r ine  eff rts t  
at rru n  i r e trans aren y  an  stren t en 

inte rity a r ss a  se t rs  ese a ns are ru ia  r 
sustaina e s ia  an  e n i  e e ent in t e 
country.

15.   WORLD BANK’S GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
PROSPECTS REPORT

 e ent y  t e r  an  re ease  t e a  
n i  r s e ts e rt  A r in  t  re rt  t e 

world’s economy might not do very well  y t e en   
2024. 

Projection of Global Economic Growth:
1. The growth expected in 2024 is the slowest we’ve 

seen in 30 years, a significant drop from earlier 
times.

2. This reduced growth rate is going to affect global 
business activities, investment flows, and the 
overall stability of economies. This has a domino 
effect on employment, people’s incomes, and the 
rates of poverty across the world.

Impact of Geopolitical Issues:
1. Present Conflicts: Ongoing political conflicts, like 

the Israel-Hamas crisis, are causing uncertainty 
in the global markets, influencing trade and 
investment decisions.

2. Potential Risks: These conflicts can disrupt the 
normal flow of goods, lead to higher prices for 
basic items, and make investors worried.

Comparison to June 2023 Projections:
1. Earlier Predictions: The report from June 2023 

had already pointed towards a slowdown, mainly 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic’s effects and 
the pressure of worldwide inflation.

2. Critical Elements: The report highlighted the 
role of rising interest rates, which were meant 
to control inflation but ended up slowing down 
economic growth as well.

Condition of Different Economies:
1. Developing Countries: These nations are facing 

challenges like decreased trade, difficult financial 
situations, and the high cost of borrowing money, 
which are stopping their growth and development.

2. Developed Countries: Even the more advanced 
economies are not doing well, as they too are 
experiencing a reduction in their growth rates 
compared to previous years.

Expectations for Economic Expansion:
1. Global Growth Prediction: The growth is 

expected to slow down to about 2.4% in 2024, 
continuing the trend of deceleration.

2. Developing vs. Developed Countries: While 
developing countries are growing at a pace 
slower than their last decade’s average, developed 
countries are also seeing a downturn in growth.
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Social and Economic Effects on People:
1. Income and Poverty: The slow growth is expected 

to negatively impact income levels, leading to a 
rise in poverty, particularly in less wealthy and 
developing nations.

2. Long-Term Challenges: A long period of economic 
downturn could pose serious difficulties to 
achieving long-term developmental goals.

Insights from Chief Economist at the World Bank:
1. Major Challenges: Chief Economist discusses 

serious concerns such as high debt levels and 
limited access to food, especially in poorer 
countries, which could block progress on global 
initiatives.

2. Opportunities for Recovery: He suggests that 
with the right and timely policy actions, especially 
in terms of investments and fiscal strategies, there 
is a possibility to counteract the negative trends.

Strategies for Economic Improvement:
1. Investment Requirements: The report focuses 

the need for a substantial increase in investments 
by developing nations to address climate change 
and achieve developmental objectives.

2. Forecasts for Investment Growth: In the 
absence of such investments, the growth in per 
capita investment is likely to remain much lower 
compared to previous decades.

Outlook for India
1. As per the UN Economic Situation and Prospects 

 2024 re rt  t e  in ut  Asia is 
r e te  t  in rease y 2  in 2024  

2. About India  t e re rt i i ts t at it is r e te  
to reach 6.2% in 2024  er t an 202  es ates

3. e r t  in n ia is ain y su rte  y resi ient 
private consumption an  str n  u i  in est ent  

Conclusion:
 e 2024 re rt y t e r  an  s s a 

a en in  s enari  r t e a  e n y  affe n  
t  e e in  an  a an e  na ns  t stresses 

t e i rtan e  strate i  an  e -t u t- ut 
inter en ns  ar u ar y in t e areas  in est ent an  

s a  i ies  t  na i ate t ese e n i  i u es  A 
t r u  un erstan in   t ese a t rs is essen a  r 

i y a ers  e n ists  an  a  sta e ers as t ey 
stri e r sustaine  e n i  r t  an  e e ent

16.  Extension of PIDF Scheme
1.  e ten s Payments Infrastructure Development 

Fund (PIDF) Scheme  202
2. It was first operationalized in 2021 for three years.
3. Aims to boost the deployment of payment 

acceptance infrastructure  i e ysi a  Point of Sale 
(PoS) terminals an  Quick Response (QR) codes.
a. ar u ar y tar ets tier-3 to tier-6 centres, North 

eastern states  an  UTs of J&K an  Ladakh.
b. e ent y e ten e  t  street vendors ere  

un er t e PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar 
Nidhi PM SVANidhi Scheme  in Tier-1 an  Tier-
2 centres.
• A point-of-sale (POS) terminal is a ar are 

e i e t at e s retai  usinesses r ess 
transa ns  t an a e t ar  ay ents  

ana e in ent ry  an  enerate sa es 
reports.

• PM SVANidhi Scheme is a ern ent 
ini a e t at r i es r in  a ita  ans 
t  street en rs

4.  erates un er an Advisory Council an  is 
erseen an  ana e  y t e RBI.

5. Types of Acceptance Devices Covered: Physical PoS, 
 i e   enera  a et a i  

er i e   u i  it e  e e ne et r  
among others.

• mPOS is a technology that allows merchants 
to process payments using their mobile 

e i es  su  as s art nes r ta ets  
instea   a as  re ister r  ter ina

• A public switched telephone network 
(PSTN) is a tra i na  ir uit-s it e  
te e ne net r  t at nne ts e e 
t r u  stan ar  ne nu ers

6. Enhancements Under PM Vishwakarma Scheme
a. Beneficiaries   is a ar a e e in a  

enters n  in u e  as er ants un er  
Scheme.
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b. Sound Box devices an  Aadhaar-enabled 

biometric devices are n  e i i e r su si y 
claims.

c. Subsidy for special focus areas is now uniform at 
90% of device cost.

7. Other Initiatives Promoting Digital Payments:
a. Aadhar Enabled Payment System facilitates 

nan ia  transa ns n a Micro-ATM using 
Aa ar

b. Aadhar Payment Bridge System si i es u  
an  re urrin  ern ent ene ts an  su si y 
payments.

c. Unified Payments Interface ns i ates 
ari us an in  ser i es an  eatures un er ne 
a r

 Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta 
Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) r tes i ita  itera y

17.    RBI PERMITS LENDING, BORROWING 
IN G-SEC

1. e eser e an   n ia  re ent y issue  
ire ns  n n as RBI (Government Securities 

Lending) Directions, 2023  er i n  lending and 
borrowing of G-Securities (G-Secs).
a. Government Securities Lending (GSL): A  

transa n in es t e en in   e i i e 
ern ent se uri es y a en er t  a rr er 

r a s e i e  eri
• G-Sec is a tra ea e instru ent issue  

by the Central Government or the State 
Governments.

• ey in u e short-term Treasury bills 
(T-Bills) an  long-term Government bonds 
or dated securities.

• Central Government issues T-Bills and 
bonds, while State Governments issue 

n s n n as State Development Loans 
(SDLs)  - e s are nsi ere  risk-free ue 
t  ini a  e au t ris

b. - e s issue  y t e Centra  ern ent  
excluding Treasury Bills - i s  are e i i e r 
en in rr in

c. t  - e s issue  y t e Centra  ern ent 
in u in  - i s  an  tate ern ent n s 

are eligible as collateral.
 - e s are au ne  ia s e e tr ni  a r  

a e  E-Kuber.
e. Other G-Securities

• Cash Management Bills (CMBs)  intr u e  
in 2010, are short-term instruments to 

ana e te rary as   is at es
• CMBs resemble T-bills ut a e maturities 

less than 91 days.
2. Benefits of Permitting Lending and Borrowing of 

G-Secs:
a. er i n  en in  an  rr in   - e s ai s 

to enhance depth and liquidity in t e - e  
ar et  a i ita n  efficient price discovery.

b. t a s  ai s t  en ura e i er ar i a n  
a in  in est rs t  e y i e se uri es  
i r e r i  returns  an  st era na  
e ien y  ern ent n s y insurers

T-Bills: er  u n se uri es issue  at a is unt an  
re ee e  at a e a ue at aturity
Dated G-Secs: e uri es it  e  r a n  u n 
rates ai  a -year y n a e a ue

3. Benefits of G-Secs
a. Low-risk investments a e  y t e ern ent
b. r i e sta e in e it  e  interest rates
c. e uri es i e tate e e ent ans s  

an  e ia  e uri es ffer a ra e yie s
• s are n s issue  y state ern ents 

t  un  t eir s a  e its  e  ana es 
t e issuan e  t ese n s

 nte ra n  - e s in an in est ent r i  
e s re u e era  ris

e. asi y tra a e  a in  ui  uyin  an  se in
f. se  as atera  r rr in  un s in t e 

re  ar et

4. Initiatives for G-Secs
a. RBI Retail Direct Scheme
b. Draft RBI (Bond Forwards) Directions, 2023
c. Scheme for Non-competitive Bidding Facility
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5. Concerns and Solutions:

Concerns Solutions
s e ate  ea in  

yste  - r er at in  
-  a r  

fails to enhance retail 
participation  ea in  
t  se ente  in est r 

ar ets

ssue an  tra e - e s 
through stock exchanges 
to promote retail 

ar i a n an  ease  
transa ns

n s  rei n un s 
ia ern ent n s 

may appreciate the rupee.

e RBI absorb foreign 
inflows to minimise the 
i a t n t e ru ee- ar 
e an e rate  

Limited liquidity in the 
-se  ar et resu ts in 
istresse  sa es an  sses 

for sellers.

 inter enin  y buying 
G-sec i  in use i ui ity 
into the system. 

A erse ri e an es 
ue t  interest rate 

fluctuations ay ea  t  
losses upon selling.

r i e tax exemptions 
on interest income from 

- e s t  s u ate ar et 
e an

18.  INDIAN IRON ORE MARKET
1. In Jan 2024, the Competition Commission of India 

(CCI) n u te  a stu y n competition within the 
iron ore market.

2. Iron ore mainly consists of iron oxides i e a ne te 
an  e a te  r u in  eta i  ir n e  en 

eate  it  a re u tant  
3. n ia s s se -su ien y in ir n re r u n  

ntri u n  7% globally an  ran in  4th in 
production.

4. Concerns Highlighted by CCI
a. e ent years itnesse  a rise in iron ore exports, 

es ite its er a ue are  t  nis e  
r u ts i e stee

b. Allocation of captive mines t  s e i  ayers 
reates entry arriers in t e ar et

• e Mines and Minerals (Development and 
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021, permits 
a e ines t  se  u  t  0   sur us 

iron ore openly.

• It also aims to promote ease of doing 
business an  re e restri ns n t e 
en -use  inera s

c. Differential pricing  ir n re r ari us en -
users ay ea  t  e n issues

Key Recommendation

• Discourage export: r n re  a ita  na na  res ur e  

s u  e nser e

• Prioritize e r n  i er a ue-a e  r u ts i e 

nis e  stee  t  su rt At anir ar arat

• Upgrade quality: i e a an e  te n ies t  

en an e - ra e ir n re t  i er ra es

• Sustainable mining: n ura e t e a n  ean 

te n y an  transi n r u n r esses t  

sustaina e inera  r u n et s

19.  P E T R O L E U M  E X P L O R AT I O N  & 
PRODUCTION

1. i  an  atura  as C r ra n C  as starte  

its rst ru e i  r u n r  its C uster-2 ee -

sea r e t in t e Krishna-Godavari (KG) basin in the 

Bay of Bengal.

2. Petroleum Basin in India

a. A etr eu  asin ntains ari us rocks and 

sediments  ru ia y in u in  s ur e r s 

ere i  an  as ri inate

b. n ia as 26 sedimentary basins erin  4 

i i n 2.
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c. Distribution:

•	 49% n an
•	 12% in s a  ater u  t  400 eters 

e t
•	 39% in ee ater areas u  t  usi e 

n i  ne r 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
 uris i n e ten s 200 nautical miles from the 

ast ine  ran n  t e asta  state ri ts er res ur e 
ana e ent  e ra n  an  nser a n it in its 

ain  i in  r n n- i in

d. e Krishna-Godavari (KG) basin is a assi e 
ar in asin transi n et een eani  an  
n nenta  it s ere  in n ia t at ers er 

0 000 2 in t e ris na an  a ari i er 
asins in An ra ra es

e. Indian Sedimentary Basins: asins ate ri e  
int  t ree ase  n hydrocarbon resource 
maturity

•	 Category-I: C er ia y esta is e   
r u in  asins ta  7 basins

•	 Category-II: r s e ity t  t at e s 
a ate e ra n res ur es e ient y  
i en e  5 basins  ut  a ana i- rt  

ast C ast  An a an- i ar  in yan  
auras tra

•	 Category-III: r s e e 14 basins  
i a ayan re an  an a  era a- n an-
a s a ee  en a  are a  i - ans ar  
at ura- ut  e a a ar  ar a a  
e an yne ise  i a- a a i  Cu a a  
ran ita- a ari  astar  C a s ar

f. Methods of Extracting Crude Oil:

•	 Offshore ri in  in arine en ir n ents i e 
t e Ara ian ea r ay  en a

•	 Onshore ri in  n an  a r ss ari us 
se i entary asins in t e untry

g. ONGC is n ia s ar est i  an  as producer which 
contributes 72%  t e untry s y r ar n 

r u n  

Important Facts
3rd largest energy and oil consumer in t e r
33% s are  i  an  as in India’s primary energy
85.7% was the import dependency of oil while for 
natural gas it was 48.2%.

3. Steps for Enhancing Petroleum Exploration & 
Production (E&P)

a. e r a n  t e Directorate General of 
Hydrocarbons (DGH) ai s t  ana e i  an  
natura  as res ur es e ient y

b. trea ine  a r a  r esses ia digitization 
and standardization on the e-platform.

c. e National Data Repository (NDR)  aun e  
in 20  a i itates  a i es y ser in  as a 

ern ent ata an

•	  is a ern ent-s ns re  ata an  
t at st res  aintains  an  re r u es 

ata a ut  t is art  t e Directorate 
General of Hydrocarbons in the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas.

 e  is ein  u ra e  t  a cloud-based 
facility it  irtua  ata r s r in est rs  
24x7 access.

e. e India Hydrocarbon Vision 2025 outlines 
e e ent tar ets r t e se t r

f. 100% FDI through automatic route for 
e ra n a i es  in rastru ture re ate  t  

etr eu  r u ts an  natura  as ar e n  
etc.

4. Significance of Indigenous Petroleum E&P

a. Reduction in Import Bill: n ia s ru e i  i rt  
a un n  r  an e urtai e  y in reasin  
in i en us etr eu  r u n

b. Strategic Importance: i ates u nera i ity 
t  a  e i a  un ertain es  su y 

isru ns  an  ri e u tua ns

c. Employment Generation: Creates s 
in e ra n  r u n  re nin  an  

istri u n
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5. Challenges and Solutions:

Challenges Solutions

 units re uire su stan a  capital investment for 

e ensi e e ui ent an  s i e  a ur

ee  r e sure in t e st  ar et a n  it  ta  

e e ns

A an e  drilling technologies are ne essary t  e tra t 

etr eu  r  e  e i a  r a ns

Collaborate with universities and colleges for research 

an  te n y a ess

 a i es se risks of spills  ea s  an  a i ents  

as seen in e ents i e t e re ent nn re i  s i  in a i  

a u

ise a an e  spill control technologies  C n u t 

re ensi e trainin  n s i  re en n an  res nse 

protocols.

ri in  i e ines  an  in rastru ture an ea  t  habitat 

loss an  ar  i i e

Implement sustainable E&P practices—partner with 

i i ersity ar s r en ir n enta  stu ies an  

response planning.

Local communities ay e is a e  ea in  t  s ia  

an  u tura  a en es

C n u t ecological impact assessments for community 

i a n

6. About Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy 

(HELP)

a.  intr u e  in 20  re a e  t e New 

Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP).

b. r i es a single license for E&P erin  ari us 

y r ar ns i e n en na  i  an  as  C  

s a e i  as y rates  et

c. i e  r  a Profit-Sharing Model to a Revenue 

Sharing Contract model.

•	 A re enue s arin  ntra t C  is an 

a ree ent et een a ntra t r an  t e 

ern ent in t e y r ar n in ustry

 Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) allows 

in est rs t  se s y e a ua n  National 

Data Repository (NDR) in r a n

•	 A  is a i y re r  intr u e  in 20  

e i y a s anies t  e re 

y r ar ns i e i  an  as  a  e  

et ane  an  as y rate in areas t at t e 

ern ent es n t n y

e. ntr u es eatures i e re u e  r ya ty rates  

ar e n  an  ri in  ree  an  year-r un  

i in

20.   DIGITAL TRADE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
REPORT

1. A re ent re rt t e  “Digital Trade for Development” 

e res rtuni es an  a en es r e e in  

e n ies in t e i ita  tra e

• i ita  ra e n es n ine transa ns 

r s an  ser i es  et er i ita  r 

physical, engaging consumers, businesses, and 

governments.

2. e re rt is a a ra e eff rt y t e International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD), United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 

World Bank, and World Trade Organization (WTO).

Key Findings

1. e a ue  digitally delivered services has surged 
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nearly four times sin e 200  it  an a era e annua  

r t  rate   un  2022

a. is r t  sur asses e ee s  t at  goods 

exports (5.6%) an  t er services exports 

(4.2%).

2. Opportunities in Digital Trade:

a. Assists developing economies in ini i in  

arriers t  ar et entry

b. r i es direct access to global markets, 

e i ina n  tra i na  inter e iaries i e 

esa ers an  retai ers

c. ffers cost-effective platforms for MSMEs 

s a  an  e iu -si e  enter rises

d. Empowers women entrepreneurs with flexible 

business models  er in  s i - u tura  

barriers.

3. Status of Digital Trade in India:

a. n ia ai s r a $1 trillion digital economy by 

2025.

b. e e n i  a ue  i ita  tra e in n ia 

in u in  e rts  u  grow 14 times to $512 

billion by 2030 it  a i itate  r ss- r er 

ata s

4. Challenges in Digital Trade:

a. A r i ate y one-third of the world’s 

population lacks online access, mainly in low- 

an  er- i e-in e e n ies

b. i  tariffs n i rts  information and 

communication technology (ICT) equipment.

c. e u at ry a en es in u e cross-border data 

flows, competition, and consumer protection.

5. Government Initiatives:

a. Digital India Programme uses n e-ser i e 

e i ery an  transparency.

b. AI for All Strategy aims to raise awareness about 

AI.

i. NITI Aayog’s AI for All strategy to be the 

ernin  benchmark r uture A  esi n  

e e ent  an  e y ent in n ia  

c. Digital Infrastructure Built on India Stack 

in u es en A i a n r ra in  

nter a e A s  r i en ty  i ita  ay ents  

an  ata

i. n ia ta  is a e n  A i a n 

r ra in  nter a es A s  t at r i e 

a digital infrastructure r ari us en es in 

n ia  ena in  t e  t  e e  a i a ns 

an  ser i es

d. Government eMarketplace (GeM): e  as 

sur asse  s  2 a  Cr re in Gross Merchandise 

Value (GMV) it in ess t an  nt s  t e 

urrent s a  year

e. Pandemic Relief Services: Digital infrastructure, 

i e COWIN  aye  a ru ia  r e urin  t e 

C -  an e i  ntr in  t e world’s 

largest vaccination program.

6. Recommendations from the Report:

a. e e in  e n ies nee  in rease  

interna na  nan ia  an  te ni a  su rt r 

en an e  connectivity, skills, and regulatory 

capabilities in i ita  tra e-re ate  areas

b. ni a es i e WTO-led Aid for Trade, UNCTAD-

led eTrade for All, and World Bank-led Digital 

Advisory and Trade Assistance (DATA) Fund can 

r i e a ua e assistan e

c. Global collaboration is crucial to ensuring that 

small businesses, women, young entrepreneurs, 

an  nsu ers a y ene t r  t e 

a anta es  i ita  tra e
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1.   INDIA TO BECOME A FULL MEMBER OF 
THE SKA OBSERVATORY

1. In January, 2024  ni n a inet a r es s 2 0 
Cr r n ia s ar i a n in Square Kilometer Array 
(SKA) ser at ry

2. is ini a e ai s t  nstru t t e r s ar est 
ra i  te es e  sy i in  a a r ea  in t e 
a an e  areas  s ien  resear  

3. n ia s it ent  ar e  y a nan ia  
ntri u n  s 2 0 r re  si ni es its e i a n 

t  ayin  an i rtant r e in t is r e t

About SKAO:
1. A  is an inter ern enta  r anisa n 

ea uartere  in nite  in  
2. A  i  nsist  ne a  ser at ry  

era n  2 te es es  a r ss  sites
3. ey i  erate as ne ar e unit it  e es 

 stu yin  t e uni erse an  its e u n ri in 
an  e u n  s i  a ne s ra ita na  

a es ar  ener y e u n  a a ies
SKAO & India:
1. n 20 2 n ia ine  A  as an Ass iate 

e er an  as a e y ar i ate  in t e re-
nstru n ase  t e A te es es

2. n 2022  t e a na  Centre r a i  Astr n y  
une an  A  si ne  era n a ree ent

The Square Kilometer Array (SKA)
1. Design and Purpose  n i e a sin e i an  

te es e  t e A i  nsist  000s t usan s  
 is  antennas s rea  a r ss ut  A ri a an  

Austra ia  un nin  e e y t  i i  a ra i  
te es e it  an effe e e n  area  ne 
s uare i eter
• is inn a e esi n ai s t  en an e ur 

a a ity t  e t ra i  a es r  t e s s  
fferin  un re e ente  insi ts int  t e 

uni erse

E. Science & Technology
2. Construction and Locations  e r e t as sen 

s arse y u ate  areas in ut  A ri a an  
Austra ia r t e insta a n  a r i ate y 200 
an  er 0 000 antennas  res e e y  t  ini i e 
inter eren e r  u an- a e s ur es
• e nstru n  i  e an in e e er 

2022  is an i ate  t  ete its st phase by 
t e ne t year

3. Capability  n e era na  t e A is e e te  t  
e et een  t  0 es re er u  t an any 

e is n  ra i  te es e in ara e re uen y 
ran es  r isin  t  re u ni e ur un erstan in  

 t e uni erse

India’s Involvement and Benefits
1. Scientific and Technological Gains  A t u  t e A 

a i i es are ate  utsi e n ia  u  e ers i  
ensures si ni ant s ien e an  te n y 
a anta es r t e untry  a in t  its ar i a n in 

t er interna na  e a s ien e r e ts i e  
 an  t e C  n ia s esta is e  r ess in 

ra i  astr n y  e e i e  y t e iant eter a e 
a i  e es e  near une  si ns it as a 
ey ayer in a an in  a  astr n i a  resear

2. Preferential Access and Contributions: As a full 
e er  n ia i  en y re eren a  a ess t  

t e A a i i es  a in  n ian s ien sts t  
urt er t eir resear  in ri a  areas  astr n y  

is e ers i  e  ensures t at untries 
ntri u n  t  t e nstru n  t e A i  

a e ri rity a ess  it  e a a n r u y 
r r na  t  t eir ntri u n

3. Technological and Intellectual Property  e A s 
re ian e n u n -e e te n y a r ss ari us 

ains i  enerate a ua e inte e tua  r erty  
a essi e t  a  e er untries  is resents 
i ense earnin  rtuni es r n ian s ien sts  
a a e i s  an  in ustries  sterin  inn a n an  
e an in  t e untry s s ien e an  te nology base.
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Expansion of India’s Science and Technology Base
1. National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA) 

Leadership  e une- ase  C A ea s n ia s 
ar i a n  it  a ra n r  22 t er 

ins tu ns  in u in  s  s  uni ersi es  
an  ri ate anies  is a ra e eff rt 
un ers res n ia s is  a r a  t  ntri u n  
t  an  ene n  r  t e A r e t

2. Research Opportunities: n ian s ien sts a e 
i en e  ey resear  areas t  e re usin  t e 

A  in u in  t e ear y uni erse s e u n  a a y 
r a n  neutr n star ysi s  an  s ar s ien es  

re t an 0 s ien sts  resear ers  an  stu ents 
r  er 0 n ian ins tu ns are a e y en a e  

in A-re ate  s ien e a i es

Conclusion
 n ia s u  e ers i  in t e A r e t n t n y 

ar s its it ent t  ntri u n  t  ne  t e st 
a i us astr n i a  en ea rs  ur e ut a s  
un ers res its strate i  si n in t e a  s ien  

unity  y ar i a n  in t e A r e t  n ia ai s 
t  arness t e ten a   ra i  astr n y t  un  
t e uni erse s ysteries  a in  t e ay r si ni ant 
a an e ents in s ien e an  te n y

2.   IN A 1st, SpaceX TO LAUNCH GSAT-20 
SATELLITE

1. es ite a in  a su ess u  tra  re r   aun in  
sate ites it  its n r ets  t e n ian a e 

esear  r anisa n  as te  r SpaceX’s 
Falcon 9 to launch the GSAT-20 (renamed as 
GSAT-N2) satellite. 
• ta e  a n  is t e r s rst r ita  ass 

reusa e r et
2. is e isi n as raise  ues ns a ut y n ia is 

turnin  t  an A eri an r  r t is issi n

ISRO’s Capabilities and Past Achievements
1.  as a en a e ist ry  aun in  er 

4 0 sate ites r ari us a  ients t r u  its 
er ia  ar  earnin  si ni ant rei n e an e  

2. ts r ets  in u in  t e  an   are n n 
r t eir re ia i ity an  su ess in r i n  sate ites 
r rei n ern ents  a a e i  ins tu ns  an  

ri ate r s

About GSAT-20:
1. GSAT-20 is a i - a a ity uni a n sate ite  

a s  n n as C -0  r A - 2
2. t is int y e e e  y n ian a e esear  

r anisa n ate ite Centre an  i ui  r u si n 
Systems Centre.

3. It will operate in the Ka-band spectrum with 
e es  r i in  r a an  nne ity 

an  e u ar a au  ser i es erin  re i ns 
 en re n ian ain an  an  t e is an  ains  

An a an- i ar an  a s a ee
4. t is un e  ne  an  erate  y  e  

a e n ia i ite
Significance of Ka-Band:
1. e Ka-band is part of the microwaves of 

electromagnetic spectrum in the frequency 
ran es  2  t  40 i a ert  an  a e en t s r  
s i t y er  t   i i eters  t a s i -
s ee  sate ite ata trans ers it  i e era e  
As are  t  t er an s its re uen ies ena e 
usin  s a er sate ite antennas i  re u es 

era  sts  esta is in  t e uni a n 
syste  re uire  r  er r an e

2. ne  t e st i rtant a anta es  usin  
a an  re uen ies is its reuse a a i ity t r u  
ifferent s t ea s ire te  at ifferent a ns 

i  reat y en an es t e era e t rint an  
capacity of sate ite uni a n syste s   
t e eatures  i  re uen y  ar e an i t  
reuse  re uen ies a es it e  suite  r 

nte rary sate ite- ase  uni a n 
net r s

 Reasons for Choosing SpaceX
1. Payload Capacity Limitations: A -20 s ei t 

e ee s t e ay a  a a ity  n ia s era na  
r ets  it  t e  a a e  e i erin  ar un  
22 0  t   an  t e  a a e  4000  

i e A -20 ei s 4 00
2. Foreign Launch Preferences: ist ri a y  n ia as 

re ie  n ur ean Arianes a e r ets r ea ier 
uni a n sate ites  e er  it  t e Ariane 

s re re ent an  e ays in Ariane  a e s a n 
 e er es as t e ia e a terna e
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SpaceX Falcon 9’s Advantages
1. Reusable Rocket Technology: a n s reusa i ity 

ffers a st-effe e s u n are  t  
e en a e r ets  a i nin  it  t e a  s i  
t ar s sustaina e s a e e ra n

 ISRO’s Future Endeavors
1. Semi-Cryogenic Engine Development: ISRO is 

e e in  a se i- ry eni  en ine t  en an e 
t e  r et s i in  er  ai in  r ea ier 

ay a s  e er  re ent set a s a e e aye  its 
era na isa n

2. Next Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV): ISRO 
is a s  r in  n t e  a ar a y reusa e 
r et it  a i ns r ea y- i  a a i i es an  
interplanetary missions.

 Conclusion
 n ia s e isi n t  en a e a e  r t e A -20 
aun  un ers res t e ra a  a r a  t ar s 

er in  urrent i ita ns in ay a  a a ity an  
ensurin  e y e y ent  ri a  uni a n 
in rastru ture  is a ra n i i ts t e a  
nature  s a e e ra n an  t e i rtan e  
e era in  interna na  a a i i es t  a ie e a i us 

space missions.

3.   INDIA’S  1ST  MULTI-WAVELENGTH  
ASTRONOMY  MISSION:  ASTROSAT

1. Astr at  n ia s i neerin  s a e te es e  as 
a ie e  a re ar a e s ien  rea t r u  y 

easurin  -ray arisa n r  Cy nus -
2. ar in  t e rst e su  a eat as een 

a is e  
3. is is ery ens ne  a enues r un erstan in  

t e ysteri us en ir n ents surr un in  a  
holes.

Black Holes:
a  es are re i n in s a e ere ra ity is s  

e tre e t  re ent t e es a e  any ast- in  
ar es e en i t

About AstroSat:
aun e  in 2015 y -  t  0  art  r it  

r t e s ien  e es t  stu y t e uni erse  t  
un erstan  t e i  ener y r esses in star syste s  
t  ete t ne  -ray s ur es in t e s y  t ena es 
t e si u tane us u - a e en t  ser a ns  
ari us astr n i a  e ts

Cygnus X-1: A Brief Overview
1. Cy nus -  discovered in 1964  is a a a  -ray 

s ur e an  a s  is ne  t e rst n r e  a  
e in ur a a y  is a r i ate y 0 0 i t years 

a ay r  eart  it is ne  t e st stu ie  e ts 
in its class. 

2. ei in  20 es re t an t e un
3. Cy nus -  r s a inary syste  it  a su er iant 

star  ea in  t  t e rea n  an a re n is  r  
t e star s ateria  s ira in  int  t e a  e  i  
re eases s  -rays

The Achievement of AstroSat
1. e ser a ns a e y Astr at s Ca iu  

in  e uri e a er C  n t n y i i t t e 
intensity an  ener y  -ray ra ia ns ut a s  s  
t e arisa n ara teris s  

2. is ru ia  ata r i es insi ts int  t e a  e s 
e etry an  t er intrinsi  r er es

The Significance of X-ray Polarisation
1. -ray arisa n re ers t  t e rienta n  t e 

s i a n  e e tri  e  it in -ray ra ia ns  
2. n erstan in  t is rienta n  in uen e  y 

a e era n  ar e  ar es  re ea s e tensi e 
etai s a ut t e en ena urrin  in t e i inity 
 a a  e  

3. arisa n easure ent in -ray a e en t s 
is n ta y a en in  a in  Astr at s 
a is ent e en re si ni ant

Insights from the Discovery
1. is stu y as in e  t e ar  -ray ra ia n ire t y 

t  t e a  e et for the first time. 
2. e i  arisa n ser e  in t e 00- 0 e  

ener y ran e su ests t at t e ra ia n e i e  
a e 00 e  i e y ri inate  r  t e a  e 
et  
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3. is nne n r i es ru ia  insi ts int  t e 

e anis   ra ia n r u n in su  s i  
en es

Collaborative Effort and Development
1. e a ie e ent is t e resu t  a e a e- n  eff rt 

in in  u e n ian ins tu ns  i i n  
t e a ra e s irit it in t e n ian s ien  
community. 

2. e e e ent  t e ne essary t s t  ana y e 
Astr at ata an  easure t e arisa n  Cy nus 

- s -ray re resents a si ni ant i est ne in n ia s 
astronomical research.

Conclusion
 Astr at s ete n  arise  i -ener y -rays 
r  Cy nus -  n t n y en an es ur un erstan in  

 a  es ut a s  e nstrates n ia s r in  
a a i i es in s a e s ien e an  te n y  is 
is ery r e s t e a  astr ysi s unity 
r ar  fferin  ne  ers e es n t e nature  a  

es an  t e r esses urrin  in t eir r i ity

4.    5th COUNTRY TO LAND ON THE MOON: 
JAPAN

1. n January  2024 Ja anese s a e ra  SLIM (Smart 
Lander for Investigating Moon) an e  n t e n  

a in  Ja an t e th country to reach the lunar 
n  sur a e

• e t er 4 untries are India, United States, 
Russia, and China.

2. Space Agency  Ja anese Aer s a e ra n 
A en y JA A

3. Mission Objective  s an in  a n near 
t e i i rater ffers rtuni es t  stu y t e 

n s ri ins an  ana y e its e i a  si n 
ntri u n  t  u anity s un erstan in   e es a  

ies  
4. Technological Advancements   u i e  

in int an in  te n y  e nstra n  Ja an s 
a an e ents in precision landing techniques, 
crucial for future lunar missions.

5. Auxiliary Probes   a s  arries 2 small 
autonomous probes, LEV-1 and LEV-2, ai in  in ata 
re r in  an  transmission from the lunar surface.

6. Future Implications  e su ess  s issi n 
u  en an e Ja an s stan in  in t e global space 

technology landscape an  a e t e ay r urt er 
unar an  anetary e ra n en ea rs

Conclusion
 Ja an s a ie e ent it   un ers res t e 
na n s si ni an e in unar e e ent an  its 

ten a  as a ey ayer in uture s a e e ra n 
en ea rs

5.    NATIONAL DEEP TECH START-UP POLICY 
1. In January 2024, the Principal Scientific Advisor 

announced to present the NATIONAL DEEP TECH 
START-UP POLICY (NDTSP) for Union Cabinet 
approval.
• This policy is a result of collaborative efforts 

between the Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade and the Office of the 
Principal Scientific Adviser.

2. During Interim Budget speech, the finance minister 
introduced a Rs 1 lakh crore fund intended to provide 
long-term, low-cost, or zero-interest loans for 
research and development projects.
a. Deep tech, also known as deep technology, 

refers to a class of startup businesses that develop 
new offerings based on tangible engineering 
innovation or scientific discoveries and advances. 

b. Deep tech fields such as Artificial Intelligence, 
advanced materials, blockchain, biotechnology, 
robotics, drones, photonics, and quantum 
computing are rapidly transitioning from early 
research to market applications.

3. Objectives of the Policy: to tackle the particular 
challenges faced by technology startups and furnish 
them with a favorable platform for global competition 
and collaboration.

4. Key Areas of Focus in the NDTSP:
a. Sustainable Funding: Creating mechanisms 

for continuous financial support to nurture the 
growth of deep tech startups.

b. Intellectual Property Protection: Establishing 
a robust yet simplified framework to safeguard 
intellectual property, thereby encouraging 
innovation and bolstering startup confidence.
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c. Tax Incentives: Providing tax benefits to stimulate 

investment in research and development within 
the deep tech sector.

d. Supportive Regulations: Developing regulatory 
frameworks that foster the growth of deep tech 
startups while ensuring compliance and safety.

e. Quality Standards: Setting industry benchmarks 
and certifications to guarantee the excellence and 
reliability of deep tech products and services.

f. Talent Development: Investing in the training and 
development of skilled professionals to cultivate a 
talent pool conducive to innovation in deep tech.

g. Collaboration: Facilitating partnerships between 
industry, research institutions, and educational 
establishments to promote knowledge exchange 
and collaborative efforts.

What is the importance of Deep tech?
1. Deep tech holds the potential to tackle complex 

global issues such as climate change, hunger, 
epidemics, energy access, mobility, and cyber 
security. 

2. Deep tech encompasses cutting-edge scientific 
research and technological developments in fields 
like artificial intelligence, biotechnology, quantum 
computing, and more.
• Progress in these areas pushes the boundaries of 

human knowledge and understanding, resulting 
in breakthroughs that benefit society as a whole.

3. Investment in deep tech fuels economic expansion by 
promoting innovation, generating high-value jobs, 
and encouraging entrepreneurship. 

4. Deep tech facilitates the development of advanced 
surveillance systems, biometric identification 
techniques, and predictive analytics tools crucial in 
counterterrorism efforts. 

State of India’s Deep Tech Startups
1. NASSCOM reports indicate that in 2021 alone, deep-

tech startups in India raised USD 2.7 billion in venture 
funding, constituting over 12% of the nation’s entire 
startup landscape.

2. Over the past decade, India’s deep tech ecosystem has 
witnessed a remarkable growth rate of 53%, placing 
it on par with established markets like the US, China, 
Israel, and Europe.

3. Bengaluru leads the charge, hosting 25-30% of India’s 
deep-tech startups. It closely followed by Delhi-NCR 
(15-20%) and Mumbai (10-12%).

4. India possesses the capacity to make substantial 
contributions to the progression of deep tech, thereby 
promoting early adoption, sharing of intellectual 
property, fostering indigenous knowledge 
development, and cultivating self-sufficiency.

Government Efforts in building Deep Tech Start-
up Ecosystem:
A. Promotion of Research and Innovation: 

1. The government is actively promoting research 
and innovation in transformative technology 
domains like mobility, battery storage, and 
quantum technology. 

2. Initiatives such as the National Mission on 
Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage 
and the National Quantum Mission exemplify 
these endeavors.

B. Policy and Programme Linkages: - Currently, 
numerous policies, schemes and initiatives are in 
place to support the various focus areas within the 
Indian Deep Tech Startup ecosystem. Here are some 
examples: -
1. Tamil Nadu Technology Hub (iTNT Hub): Located 

in Chennai, iTNT Hub acts as a central platform 
linking startups in emerging and deep tech fields.

2. TIDE 2.0 Scheme: Supporting tech 
entrepreneurship in India, the TIDE 2.0 
scheme provides financial and technical aid to 
incubators nurturing ICT startups using emerging 
technologies. Over 5 years, 51 incubators 
nationwide will support around 2000 startups, 
with a total investment of Rs 264 crore.

3. Next Generation Incubation Scheme (NGIS): 
Funded by the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY), NGIS focuses 
on supporting innovative startups in software 
product development and embedded electronics. 
It spans 12 Tier-II locations across India.

4. Scientific and Useful Profound Research 
Advancement (SUPRA): A research grant 
from Science and Engineering Research Board 
(SERB), SUPRA supports high-quality proposals 
challenging existing theories and offering 
disruptive solutions across disciplines.
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5. Fund for Industrial Research Engagement (FIRE): 
Co-funded by SERB and industry, FIRE accelerates 
research and innovation in India by supporting 
impactful projects addressing major national 
issues.

6. NECTAR: NECTAR is an autonomous society under 
DST, Government of India. It leverages frontier 
technologies from central scientific departments 
to address socio-economic challenges in the 
Northeast region.

7. National Supercomputing Mission (NSM): 
Launched in 2015, NSM aims to establish India 
as a global leader in supercomputing, providing 
advanced facilities to scientists nationwide 
for research in areas like climate change and 
healthcare.

8. National Quantum Mission (NQM): Initiated in 
2023, NQM seeks to position India as a global 

leader in quantum technologies, facilitating 
cutting-edge research and its application in 
various sectors including healthcare and national 
security.

9. International Initiatives:
a. Indo-US Joint Working Group on Artificial 

Intelligence: Established in 2020 to foster 
collaboration on AI-powered solutions for 
various sectors.

b. Indo-Israel Deep Tech & Life Sciences 
Mission: Launched in 2021 to promote 
collaboration in deep tech and life sciences, 
generating economic and social benefits.

c. Indo-Japan Deep Tech & Startups 
Partnership: Initiated in 2022 to facilitate 
collaboration between India and Japan in 
deep tech and startups, enhancing access to 
markets, talent, and funding.

Challenges faced by Deep Tech Policies and their respective solutions:-

Challenges Solutions 

1. High Risk and Long-term Investment:- 

a) Deep tech projects necessitate significant upfront 

investment in research and development and often require 

years or even decades to materialize into marketable 

products. 

b) This lengthy timeline for returns makes them less appealing 

to conventional investors who seek shorter-term and 

lower-risk ventures.

a) Establish dedicated venture funds or investment 

vehicles specifically tailored for deep tech startups 

to mitigate risk and provide long-term support.

b) Encourage government-backed grants and 

subsidies for deep tech projects to incentivize 

investment and reduce financial burden.

2. Scarcity of Specialized Talent:-

a) Deep tech projects rely on highly skilled researchers, 

engineers, and entrepreneurs, whose expertise is in high 

demand and short supply. 

b) Acquiring and retaining such talent pose challenges for 

deep tech startups, particularly in emerging markets.

a) Develop educational and training programs 

focusing on deep tech fields to bridge the skill gap 

and cultivate a pool of qualified professionals. 

b) Foster partnerships between academia and 

industry to facilitate knowledge transfer and 

talent acquisition.

3. Market Readiness Obstacles: 

a) Regulatory, ethical, social, or environmental barriers may 

impede the adoption and scalability of deep tech projects. 

b) Additionally, educating and convincing potential customers 

and stakeholders about the feasibility and value of these 

solutions can be intricate and unfamiliar.

a) Collaborate with regulatory bodies to streamline 

approval processes and create frameworks that 

support the adoption of deep tech solutions. 

b) Launch awareness campaigns and educational 

initiatives to inform stakeholders about the 

benefits and feasibility of deep tech innovations.
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4. Inadequate Research Funding in India
a) Despite a targeted 2% GDP allocation for research, funding 

remains insufficient in India, with current R&D spending 
standing at 0.65% of GDP, well below the global average. 

b) This shortfall undermines India’s competitiveness with 
scientifically advanced nations and signals a concerning 
trend of dwindling support for essential research activities.

a) Advocate for increased government funding for 
research and development, emphasizing the 
importance of deep tech in driving innovation 
and economic growth.

b) Promote public-private partnerships to leverage 
private sector resources and expertise in funding 
research initiatives.

5. Skepticism within the Scientific Community: 
a) Doubts persist within the scientific community regarding 

the efficacy of relying solely on the private sector for 
research funding.

b) Many argue that government funding remains 
indispensable, and expectations for private investment 
may be overly optimistic.

a) Foster open dialogue and collaboration between 
government, industry, and academia to address 
concerns and build trust in the effectiveness of 
private sector involvement in research funding. 

b) Showcase success stories and case studies 
highlighting the positive impact of private 
investment in advancing scientific knowledge and 
innovation.

 Financial Constraints: 
a) Despite governmental emphasis on innovation, budgetary 

increments for key departments are modest. 
b) Departments such as the Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR) and the Department of Space see only 
marginal increases, while others face budget reductions.

a) Allocate a larger portion of the national budget to 
scientific research and development, prioritizing 
funding for key departments and initiatives

b) Implement measures to improve budget 
allocation efficiency and reduce bureaucratic red 
tape in the disbursement of funds.

 Bureaucratic Hurdles: 
a) Even when funds are available, bureaucratic delays and 

obstacles often impede their efficient distribution. 
b) Complex administrative procedures contribute to 

interruptions in project funding, hindering the progress of 
research endeavors.

a) Streamline administrative procedures and create 
dedicated support structures to facilitate the 
application and approval process for research 
funding. 

b) Provide training and resources to government 
officials to enhance their understanding of deep 
tech projects and expedite decision-making 
processes.

 n n usi n  t e ern ent s ann un e ent  a s  a  r re un  r  u e  it  ini a es t  ster 
ee -te  a a i i es  ar s a si ni ant i est ne in n ia s inn a n urney  

 e er  a ressin  re ainin  a en es re uires are u  a en n an  n erte  eff rts r  a  sta e ers

6.   NEURALINK IMPLANTS BRAIN CHIP IN 1st HUMAN
 In January 2024, Neuralink as a ie e  a si ni ant i est ne y su ess u y implanting a brain chip in its 1st 
human patient.
1. e rst r u t r  eura in  na e  Telepathy  is esi ne  t  ene t in i i ua s  a e st i s
2.  e any n u te  ari us e tensi e tests n ani a s  e nstra n  t e a i ity  n eys t  ay uter 

games using their brains.

About Neuralink:
1. t uses n e e in  brain-computer interfaces ( C s  t  assist in i i ua s it  trau a  in uries in ntr in  

computers solely through their thoughts.
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2. t is esta is e  in 20  y n us  it ai s t  

en an e u an a i i es si ni ant y y a ressin  
neur i a  n i ns like Parkinson’s.

Brain Implants:
1. rain i ants esta is  a ire t nne n et een 

t e rain an  e terna  te n y  turnin  rain 
si na s int  an s r e i es su  as uters  
ar ia  i s  r r ts

2. Functionality  e tr es strate i a y a e  t  
at  rain a ity  trans a n  it int  a na e 

an s

Applications of Brain Implants:
1. Brain-Computer Interfaces (BCI) for Communication: 

n i i ua s it  se ere t r isa i i es u  use 
this to control computers or communicate directly 
through thought, enhancing their ability to interact 

it  t e r
2. Medical Treatment: ffe e in trea n  neur i a  

n i ns like Parkinson’s disease and epilepsy.
3. Cognitive Enhancement: t s t e ten a  

t  i r e earnin  e ry  an  in r a n 
processing.

4. Mind-Controlled Devices: t u  ena e e er 
ntr   r st e  i s r r  e i es  

a in  in i i ua s t  ntr  e ts an  er r  
tas s it  reater re isi n

5. Restoration of Sensory Functions: t u  e  
rest re isi n y nne n  t e rain ire t y t  
isua  r st e s  An  a s  it i t e use  t  

restore hearing by interfacing with cochlear implants 
r t er au it ry e i es

Challenges:
1. Ethical Concerns: e in asi e nature  rain 

i ants raises et i a  ues ns re ate  t  ri a y  
nsent  an  ten a  isuse  t e te n y

2. Opposition from Animal Rights Groups: Concerns 
raise  y ari us r u s su  as t e ysi ians 
C i ee r es nsi e e i ine re ar in  

ri ate tes n
3. Safety and Reliability: ues ns a ut t e sa ety an  

re ia i ity  rain i ants  ne essita n  ri r us 
tes n  t  re ent it es r a un ns

4. Privacy and Security: ten a  a en es in ata 
ri a y  re uirin  easures t  r te t neura  

in r a n r  unaut ri e  a ess
5. Technical Hurdles  e e in  a re ia e an  sa e 

rain a ine inter a e ses si ni ant te ni a  
a en es  nsurin  n -ter  sta i ity  ini i in  

t e ris   in e n  an  a ressin  ten a  si e 
effe ts are ru ia

6. Regulatory Approval  eura in s te n y 
in es e i a  an  te n i a  inn a ns t at 

u  re uire re u at ry a r a  a i a n  t e 
re u at ry an s a e r su  n e  te n ies an 

e a en t y an  e  r ess
Conclusion: i e eura in s a an e ents s  

r ise  a ressin  a en es re ate  t  et i a  
n erns  sa ety  an  ri a y is ru ia  r t e res nsi e 

e e ent an  a i a n  rain- uter inter a e 
technologies.

7. INDIA’S 1ST GRAPHENE CENTRE: KERALA
1. e ent y  eit  e retary aun e  a Centre  

e en e C  in nte i ent nternet  in s 
 ens rs an  n ia s st ra ene entre - n ia 

nn a n Centre r ra ene C  in era a
2. C  is a int enture  t e i ita  ni ersity  

era a  Centre r ateria s r e tr ni s e n y 
C-  an  ata tee  i ite  un e  y eit

3. C  ai s t  ster esear  an  e e ent  
r u t inn a n an  a a ity ui in  in t e area 
 ra ene an  t - i ensi na  ateria s 2  

• It will also support the Graphene-Aurora 
program of the MeitY. 
o is r ra e ai s t   t e a  

et een esear   e e ent an  
er ia i a n y r i in  a ete 

a i ity t  startu  an  in ustry
India Innovation Centre for Graphene (IICG)
1. Establishment  C  ar s n ia s re ier ra ene 

resear  u  r e  t r u  t e a ra n 
et een t e i ita  ni ersity  era a  Centre r 
ateria s r e tr ni s e n y C-  an  

ata tee  i ite  it  nan ia  su rt r  eitY.
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2. Objectives  e enter is e i ate  t  a an in  

resear  an  e e ent  r u t inn a n  
an  a a ity ui in  in ra ene an  t -

i ensi na  ateria s 2  t su rts t e eit s 
ra ene-Aur ra r ra  i  ai s t  ri e 

t e a  et een resear  an  ar et y fferin  
re ensi e a i i es t  startu s an  in ustries

esear ers in e r ia a e reate  t e world’s first 
functional semiconductor a e r  ra ene
an  it is a s  r t e rst- e ra ene as s e  
band gap property.
About Band Gap:

an  a  is a ru ia  e e tr ni  r erty t at a s 
se i n u t rs t  s it  n an  ff

What is Graphene?
1. Origin  ra ene es r  ra ite  t e sa e 

ateria  use  in en i  ea  A ny ie e  ra ite  
ust  t i  an ntain u  t   i i n ayers  

graphene.
2. Structure  ra ene is a sin e ayer  ar n at s 

t y un  in a e a na  ney  a ern  
t is an a tr e  ar n  eanin  it s ar n in a 
ifferent r  ust ne at  t i

3. Production  t an e r u e  y ea n  s e i  
ateria s i e inter a ate  ra ite  a  tar  r s e a  

in an inert atmosphere.

Properties of Graphene
1. Strength  t s 200 es str n er t an stee  ut  

es i ter
2. Thermal Conductivity  it  t er a  n u ity as 

i  as 000  ra ene is su eri r t  st 
materials in heat management.

3. Electrical Conductivity  ts e e tri a  n u ity 
e ee s t at  er  a in  it i ea  r e e tr ni  
a i a ns

4. Other Notable Properties  ra ene is a s  i y 
trans arent  e i e  i er ea e t  ases  

e i a y sta e  i a e  an  as a ar e 
surface area.

Applications of Graphene
ra ene s uni ue r er es a e t e ten a  t  

re u ni e ari us se t rs  in u in

1. Electronics  r a in  aster an  re e ient 
e i es

2. Energy Storage  n t e r   a eries an  
su er a a it rs t at ar e ui y an   re 
power.

3. Materials Reinforcement   i r e stren t  an  
re u e ei t in ateria s use  in aer s a e an  
aut e in ustries

4. Thermal Management  se  in e e tr ni  e i es r 
e er eat issi a n

5. Sensors  r ete n  ases  e i a s  an  
i i a  e u es it  i  sensi ity

6. Biomedical Devices  n ru  e i ery syste s  
i sens rs  an  i a in  e i es

7. Water Filtration: r re e ient ater uri a n  
esa ina n  an  tra n r esses

8. Coatings and Films: r an - rr si n  an - in  
an  r te e a i a ns

Conclusion and Future Outlook
e esta is ent  t e n ia nn a n Centre r 

ra ene C  is a si ni ant ste  t ar  si nin  
n ia as a ea er in ra ene resear  it  n in  

resear  an  e e ent  ra ene n nues t  
r ise rea t r u s in u e in ustries  s asin  

n ia s it ent t  inn a n an  strate i  use  
ra ene s trans r a e ten a

8.   KERALA’S 1st SILICON-PROVEN KAIRALI 
AI CHIP

1. In January 2024, Digital University Kerala has launched 
the Kairali AI Chip, a groundbreaking achievement in 
the field of artificial intelligence (AI). 

2. This is Kerala’s first silicon-proven AI chip, designed 
to enhance technological capabilities across various 
sectors.

What is a Kairali AI Chip?
1. The Kairali AI Chip utilizes edge intelligence (edge AI), 

which enhances performance and reduces power 
consumption for diverse applications.

2. Edge AI means AI operations are performed on local 
devices instead of relying on centralized data centers, 
enabling quicker and more efficient data processing 
while safeguarding user data privacy and security.
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Applications:
1. Agriculture: Facilitates precision farming by 

monitoring crop health and environmental conditions 
in real-time, leading to better resource management 
and yield.

2. Mobile Industry: Enhances smartphone 
functionalities, offering features like real-time 
language translation, improved photo processing, and 
AI-powered assistants.

3. Drones and Aerospace: Improves navigation and 
decision-making in drones and satellites, essential for 
environmental monitoring and delivery services.

4. Automobiles: Powers autonomous vehicles by 
processing sensory information in real-time, crucial 
for safety and efficiency.

Understanding AI Chips
1. About: -

a. AI chips are designed with specialized architecture 
to support deep learning and AI applications, 
enabling faster, more efficient data analysis and 
interpretation.

b. Deep Learning involves training Deep Neural 
Networks (DNNs) to learn from data, which can 
then be used to make predictions on new, unseen 
data.

2. Functions of AI Chips: They simulate human brain 
activity, learning from data during a training phase 
and applying this knowledge to make predictions.

3. Types of AI Chips: Application-Specific Integrated 
Circuits (ASICs), Field-Programmable Gate Arrays 
(FPGAs), Central Processing Units (CPUs), and GPUs.

4. Benefits of AI Chips:
a. Faster Computation: Offers parallel processing 

capabilities for running sophisticated models and 
algorithms.

b. High Bandwidth Memory: Provides significantly more 
bandwidth for efficient AI application performance.

 Differences: Cloud AI vs. Edge AI, and Tradition-
al Chips vs. AI Chips
 Cloud AI vs. Edge AI:
1. Cloud AI processes data in remote servers, 

possibly leading to higher latency and bandwidth 
requirements, while Edge AI processes data locally 
on devices, reducing latency and bandwidth needs 
and enhancing data privacy and security.

 Traditional Chips vs. AI Chips:
1. Traditional Chips are general-purpose processors, 

whereas AI Chips are optimized for AI tasks, offering 
higher energy efficiency and performance for AI 
applications but may be less versatile for general 
computing.

9.   ‘HAVISURE’: INDIA’S FIRST ‘HEPATITIS 
A’ VACCINE

1. In January 2024, Havisure-India’s first indigenously 
developed ‘Hepatitis A’ vaccine launched.

2. a isure was developed by Indian Immunologicals 
Ltd (IIL), a y- ne  su si iary  a na  airy 

e e ent ar   
3. It is a 2-dose vaccine.

• e 1st dose i en t  t se a e 2 nt s  
a e an  t e 2nd dose is a inistere  at east si  
months later.

4. e a ine is a ise  r r u ne i uni a n in 
i ren an  in i i ua s at ris  ue t  e sure r 

tra e  t  re i ns it  i  e a s A re a en e
• A i na y  in i i ua s it  u a na  

in e n ris s an  t se sufferin  r  r ni  
i er iseases an a s  re ei e e a s A 
a ina on.

About HEPATITIS
How it spreads Prevention Treatment

1. C nta inate   r ater a. a ine
b. ra e  y ine

•	 NO specific medication available 
•	 reate  t r u  su r e are 

rest  a e uate nutri n an  
ui s  t  e  re ie e sy t s  
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2. r u  nta t it  t e  
r i y ui s  an in e te  

person

a. a ine
b. ra e sa e se
c.  s reenin

•	 C ina n an ira  t era ies 
it  en ir r en ir us 

a i u ine
3. -t -  nta t a. ra e sa e se

b. A i  s arin  nee es  t t rus es  
ra rs r nai  s iss rs

•	 C ina n t era ies it  ire t 
a n  an ira s AAs

4. C nta t it  in e te   
n y urs in e e a rea y 

in e te  it  e a s 

a. e a s  a ine
b. A i  s arin  nee es  t t rus es  

ra rs r nai  s iss rs
 

•	 nter er n A natura  su stan e 
t at e s t e y s i une 
syste  t in e n an  t er 

iseases

What is Hepatitis A ?

1. t s a ira  in e n ri ari y ausin  i er 

in a a n

2. e in e n an eit er e a ute s rt-ter  r 

r ni  n -ter

3. rans issi n urs t r u  nsu in  

c nta inate   r ater  r se nta t it  an 

in e te  ers n
4. C n sy t s in u e e er  a ue  nausea  

a ina  ain  an  aun i e ye in   t e s in 
an  eyes

5. A r in  t   t ere s n  s e i  treat ent 
r e a s A  e ery r  sy t s in  

in e n ay e s  s annin  se era  ee s r 
months.

Hepatitis Prevention Initiatives
1. National Viral Hepatitis Control Program 2019: 

A na na  r ra  it  t e ai   eliminating 
Hepatitis C in n ia y 2030.

2. Mission Indradhanush 2014: r i es vaccination 
against Hepatitis B a n  it  se en t er 
in e ns  t ntri utes t  t e r a er s e tru   
immunization efforts.

10.   NEW TREATMENT REGIMEN FOR 
LEPROSY

1. In January 2024, the Indian government as rante  
a r a  r a ne  treat ent re i en esi ne  t  
accelerate the elimination of leprosy in the country. 

2. is e isi n  r te  in t e atest a  s ien  

resear  an  su rte  y t e World Health 
Organization (WHO)  ai s t  s i  r  a 2-drug 
regimen to a 3-drug regimen for Pauci-Bacillary (PB) 
leprosy cases.

About Leprosy
1. Cause: e r sy  a s  n n as Hansen’s disease, is 

a r ni  in e us n i n ause  y t e a teria 
Mycobacterium leprae.

2. Affects: t ri ari y i a ts t e s in  eri era  
ner es  u sa  t e u er res irat ry tra t  an  
eyes.

3. Transmission Mode: rans issi n urs t r u  
r ets r  t e n se an  ut  urin  se 
nta t it  untreate  ases

4. Treatment: e r sy is ura e it  multidrug therapy, 
nsis n   t ree ru s  dapsone, rifampicin, and 

clofazimine  as re en e  y t e r  ea t  
r ani a n 

5. Classification: r treat ent ur ses  e r sy is 

assi e  int  t  ty es

a. Pauci-Bacillary (PB): e er isi e a teria  an  

n  si ns  a an e  isease in i sies

b. Multibacillary (MB): isi e a teria  an  ay 

s  si ns  re a an e  isease in i sies

New Treatment Regimen:

1. Objective: e ri ary e e is t  ease 

t e trans issi n  e r sy at t e su -na na  

e e  by 2027  a i nin  it  t e s ustaina e 

e e ent a s  a is in  t is t ree years 

a ea   s e u e
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2. Transition from Two to Three Drugs: e inistry  

ea t  an  a i y e are as san ne  a s i  r  

t e urrent t - ru  re i en as n  si  nt s t  a 

t ree- ru  re i en s e i a y esi ne  r au i-

a i ary  ases

3. Scientific Basis: is e isi n is un er inne  y t e 

atest a y a e te  s ien  resear  stu ies 

an  e i en e- ase  ra es  ensurin  a e -

in r e  an  effe e a r a

4. WHO Endorsement: e r  ea t  r ani a n 

 as e e  t  su y t e re ise  ru  

re i en star n  A ri   202  in i a n  interna na  

a n e ent an  su rt r t is strate y

Recent Initiatives:

1. National Strategic Plan (NSP) & Roadmap for Leprosy 

(2023-27):  a ie e er  trans issi n  e r sy y 

202

2. National Leprosy Eradication Programme: A centrally 

s ns re  s e e era n  un er t e a na  

ea t  issi n

3. Nikusth 2.0 Portal: An inte rate  rta  esi ne  r 

t e re ensi e ana e ent  e r sy ases

4. SLACs (Sparsh Leprosy Awareness Campaigns): 

ntr u e  in 20  it  t e ai   r n  

a areness a ut e r sy  ACs n entrate 

n ta in  a en es in e  t  t e s a an  

is ri ina n surr un in  e r sy

Leprosy Status in India:

1. Leprosy Elimination Status: n ia a ie e  t e status 

of “Leprosy Eliminated” in 2005. e er  es ite 

t is a ie e ent  t e untry a unts r more 

than half (52%)  t e r s ne  e r sy ases

2. Decline in Annual Case Detection Rate: ere as 

een a n ta e re u n in t e annua  ase ete n 

rate  e reasin  r   ases er a  u a n 

t  4  ases in 2020-2  u se uent y  t e rate 

sta i i e  at 2 ases er a  in 202 -22

11.  CAMEROON STARTS WORLD’S 1ST 
        MALARIA VACCINE PROGRAM FOR 

CHILDREN
1. In January 2024, Cameroon has achieved a significant 

milestone by initiating the regular administration of 

Mosquirix, marking the launch of the world’s first 

malaria vaccine program tailored for children.

• MOSQUIRIX is the first and only approved 

malaria vaccine.

Key Points about Mosquirix:
1. Targeted Malaria Strain: Mosquirix, also known 

as RTS, S/AS01, is an injectable vaccine specifically 

designed to target Plasmodium falciparum, the most 

prevalent malaria strain in Africa.

2. Development and Origin: Developed by 

GlaxoSmithKline, a British pharmaceutical company, 

the vaccine’s development began in 1987.

3. Mechanism of Action: 

a) The active components of Mosquirix consist of 

proteins found on the surface of Plasmodium 

falciparum parasites.

b) The vaccine’s objective is to stimulate the immune 

system to defend against the initial stages of 

malaria.

c) It specifically targets the period when parasites 

enter the human bloodstream through mosquito 

bites and infect liver cells.

4. Comprehensive Protection: In addition to targeting 

malaria, RTS, S/AS01 provides protection against 

the Hepatitis B virus, contributing to a broader 

immunization scope.

5. Effectiveness and Approval:

a)  The vaccine is about 30% effective in preventing 

severe cases of malaria in children.

b) The European Union’s drugs regulator approved 

it in 2015, considering its benefits outweigh 

potential risks.

c) Rare side effects may include fever, occasionally 

leading to temporary convulsions.
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Challenges Associated with Mosquirix (RTS, S/
AS01) Vaccine:
1. Inconvenient Administration:

a. The vaccination process requires four injections 
before a child turns 2.

b. The intervals between doses may not align with 
the routine vaccine schedules for other diseases, 
posing an inconvenience for parents.

2. Partial Effectiveness:
a. Clinical testing involving over 10,000 African 

children (2009-2014) revealed that the vaccine’s 
protection against detectable malaria infections is 
limited to approximately 40%.

b. The vaccine shows only partial effectiveness in 
preventing malaria.

3. Limited Duration of Protection:
a. The duration of protection offered by the vaccine 

remains uncertain.
b. Previous trials, spanning four years, raise 

questions about the long-term effectiveness of 
the vaccine.

4. Risk of Resistance Development:
a. The vaccine’s efficacy is lower against parasite 

strains with poor genetic matches.
b. Concerns exist about the potential evolution 

of parasite resistance to the vaccine over time, 
similar to trends observed with drug resistance.

About Malaria 
1) Nature:

a) Malaria is a mosquito-borne blood disease 
caused by Plasmodium protozoa.

2) Cause:
a) Life-threatening, it is caused by Plasmodium 

parasites transmitted through infected female 
Anopheles mosquitoes.

3) Transmission:
a) Parasites multiply in the liver cells, then attack 

Red Blood Cells (RBCs) after transmission via 

mosquito bites.

b) Five parasite species cause Malaria in humans, 

with Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium 

vivax posing the greatest threat.

4) Distribution:
a) Predominantly found in tropical and subtropical 

areas of Africa, South America, and Asia.

5) Symptoms:
a) Symptoms include fever and flu-like illness with 

chills, headache, muscle ache, and fatigue.

Burden of Malaria:
1. Globally in 2022, there were an estimated 249 million 

malaria cases and 608 000 malaria deaths in 85 

countries.
2. According to the World Malaria Report 2019, India 

represents 3% of the global malaria burden. Despite 

being the highest malaria burden country o f the SEA 

region, India showed a reduction in reported malaria 

cases of 49% and deaths of 50.5% compared with 

2017.

3. In 2020, India contributed 1.7% of malaria cases and 
1.2% deaths globally.

Countries that Eliminated Malaria:
1) Till now, 44 countries have received WHO certification 

as malaria-free. 

2) Among them the recent countries got certified are as 

follows: -

• El Salvador (2021), China (2021), Azerbaijan 

(2023), Tajikistan (2023), Belize (2023), and Cabo 

Verde (2024).

• Countries achieving at least 3 consecutive years of 

zero indigenous malaria cases are eligible to apply 

for WHO certification of malaria elimination.

Initiatives to Curb Malaria: Global Initiatives:
1. Eradication Potential:

a) WHO’s ‘E-2025 Initiative’ identifies 25 countries 

with potential malaria eradication by 2025.

b) Global technical strategy for malaria 2016-2030 

aims to reduce incidence and mortality rates by 

at least 40% by 2020, 75% by 2025, and 90% by 

2030.

2. High Burden to High Impact (HBHI):

a) WHO’s HBHI initiative is implemented in 11 high 

malaria burden countries, including India.
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b) HBHI started in West Bengal, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh.

Indian Initiatives:
1. Government of India targets malaria elimination by 

2027.
2. Malaria Elimination Research Alliance-India (MERA-

India) by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).

12.   FOR THE FIRST TIME, WHO RECOGNIZES 
THE ELIMINATION OF TRANS FATS

1. In January 2024, the World Health Organization 
(WHO), WHO has awarded its first-ever certificates 
validating progress in eliminating industrially produced 
trans fatty-acids to five countries.

2. Denmark, Lithuania, Poland, Saudi Arabia, and 
Thailand have each demonstrated they have a best 
practice policy for industrially produced trans-fatty 
acids (iTFA) elimination in effect

Understanding Trans Fatty Acids
 Trans fatty acids (TFA) pose significant health risks, 
including increased vulnerability to heart attacks and heart 
disease-related mortality. TFA, found in both industrially 
produced and naturally occurring forms, offer no known 
health benefits and are often present in processed foods, 
such as fried items, cakes, and ready meals.

Progress in Eliminating Trans Fats
1. Despite WHO’s goal to eradicate trans fats from the 

global food supply by the end of 2023, complete 
success was not achieved.

2. However, they still made a lot of progress. More 
countries are joining the effort to fight against these 
fats by making rules that limit or ban them.

3. Currently, 53 countries have strong rules against 
trans fats, protecting 3.7 billion people around the 
world from their harmful effects.

How Are Countries Fighting Trans Fats?
Countries are using two main ways to fight trans fats:
1. Limiting Trans Fats: Some countries have made a rule 

that says foods cannot have more than 2 grams of 

trans fats for every 100 grams of total fats in them.

2. Banning Bad Ingredients: Another way is to 
completely ban the use of partially hydrogenated 
oils, which are a big source of trans fats.
a. Partially hydrogenated oils (PHOs) are vegetable 

oils that are solid at room temperature. They 
are created by adding hydrogen and a catalyst to 
vegetable oil

Looking Ahead
1. Despite the progress, more than half of the people in 

the world are still at risk because their countries don’t 
have strong rules against trans fats.

2. WHO wants to change this by 2025, aiming to cover 
countries that are responsible for 90% of the problem 
with trans fats. This means even more lives could be 
saved in the future.

Conclusion
 Imagine eating your favorite snack without worrying 
about it making your heart sick. That’s what WHO is trying 
to do by getting rid of trans fats. By working together, 
countries can make food safer for everyone, saving lives 
and making the world a healthier place.

13.   WHO’S INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION 
OF DISEASES 11

1. r  ea t  r ani a n s  nterna na  
C assi a n  iseases  C -  n  intr u e  
Module 2 (ICD 11 TM 2).  

2. Module 2  t e su e entary a ter n tra i na  
e i ine n i ns un er C   is dedicated 

to Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani A  ata an  
terminology.

3. t en asses re t an 00 es  n e us 
iseases i e a aria an  i esty e iseases i e r ni  

ins nia are a s  in u e   
4. C  is t e interna na  stan ar  r syste a  

re r in  re r n  ana ysis  inter reta n  an  
aris n  rta ity an  r i ity ata  

a. t a s  in u es a e i ate  a ter n tra i na  
e i ine   

b. re i us y  C -  in u e  u e-  i  
ers tra i na  e i ine n i ns ri ina n  
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in an ient C ina  i  is n  n y use  in 
Ja an  rea et  

c. ICD-11 came into effect in January 2022.

Significance of ICD-11 
1. r i es a ist  ia n s s ate ries t  e t 

an  re rt n tra i na  e i ine n i ns in an 
interna na y ara e anner  

2. in  tra i na  e i ine ra es it  a  
n en na  e i ine s n r s an  stan ar  

e e ent  
3. na e inte ra n  tra i na  e i ine int  

insuran e era e an  rei urse ent syste s  in 
ine it   e es re a n  t  uni ersa  ea t  

era e

14.   1st MULTICENTRIC POINT PREVALENCE 
SURVEY OF ANTIBIOTIC USE

1. e ent y  e irst Multicentric Point Prevalence 
Survey of Antibiotic Use as re ease  y t e a na  
Centre r isease C ntr  C C  un er t e ni n 

ea t  inistry  
2. e sur ey as a e  t e a ents treate  a r ss 

 tates an  2 ni n errit ries et een e er 
202  an  A ri  2022

Key Findings
1. Empirical prescriptions  4   a ents sur eye  

ere i en an i s e re e i a  ia n sis  
ause  in e n  

2. Preventive usage    a ents ere res ri e  
an i s r re en e in i a ns  i e 4  r 
t era eu  in i a ns  

3. Only 8 out of 20 institutes sur eye  a e an an i  
policy in place.

4. Classification of prescriptions based on AWaRe 
(Access, Watch, Reserve) groups    r  at  

r u s   r  a ess r u  an  2  r  reser e 
group.  
•   t e res ri n r  n t re en e  

group.
5. e i  use  at  r u  an i s raises 

n ern as t ese an i s a e a i er ten a  
t  e e  an i  resistan e   

Key Fact

1. 2  i i n a  eat s in 20  ire t y ause  

by bacterial antimicrobial resistance A

2. A  a n  top 10 public health threats as 

i en e  y r  eat  r anisa n

About Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
1. A  a ens en er s i e a teria an  un i 

e e  t e a i ity t  e eat t e ru s esi ne  t  
i  t e  

2. Reasons behind increasing incidence of antimicrobial 
resistance 
a. Overuse and misuse  an i r ia s a n  

u ans an  in u try an  ar  ani a s  
b. Poor infection prevention an  ntr  ra es 

in ea t are se n s  
c. Effluents discharge r  s ita s  in ustries  

an  ur an se e ents 
• er   a inistere  an i s are 

e rete  un eta i e  in urine an  ae es 
an  enter int  se a e syste s an  ater 

ies
d. Confusion over treatment guidelines.

•  t e a  ura n  an i  t era y 
r n in e ns i e neu nia as 

n t esta is e  r e a es  

Implications of the Spread of Antimicrobial 
Resistance  
1. Healthcare Impact: n rease  rta ity an  

r i ity  an  r n e  i ness e ause in e ns 
ause  y resistant i r r anis s are en re 
i u t t  treat  

2. Increased Healthcare Costs  n er s ita  stays  
a i na  ia n s  tests  an  re e ensi e 
se n - ine r t ir - ine an i s ea s t  in rease  
e en iture  

3. Economic impact: r in  urs st ue t  
r n e  i ness an  in rease in ut- - et 

e en iture
4. Increased risk of outbreaks  As urrent e i ines 

e e ineffe e  in e ns ersist in t e y  
in reasin  t e ris   s rea in  t  t ers
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5. Limited new options for treatment  ere are i ite  

ne  an i s in t e resear  an  e e ent 
pipeline.

Way forward 
1. Strict implementations of Drugs and Cosmetics 

Rules, 1945  e ent y  t e ire t r enera   ea t  
er i es  as ur e  a  ar a ist ass ia ns 

t  a ere t  t e ru es an  se  an i s n y it  
a i  res ri ns  

2. Defined Antibiotic Use Policy in medical institutes  t 
s u  en ura e use  a ess r u  an i s an  
ee  t e nsu n  reser e r u  an i s at 

 e e s  
3. Robust Immunisation Programmes  e in i en e 

 a teria  an  ira  in e ns an e re u e  y 
t e a n  strate ies an  r ra es n t e 

re en n an  ntr   in e us iseases  
4. Curbing the Production an  a e  r ua ity an  

u -stan ar  An i r ia s
5. Educational and Awareness Programme   

tren t en in r a n an  res ur es y in in  
a  sta e ers i e  i y a ers  ar a eu a  
in ustries  e i a  an  eterinary r essi na s  

r u ers an  nsu ers

15.   WORLD’S 2nd BIGGEST TOBACCO 
PRODUCER: INDIA

1. e r  ea t  r ani a n  re ent y 
u is e  t e a  re rt n Trends in prevalence 

of Tobacco use 2000–2030, s e in  i t n t e 
r i e nsu n a erns  t a

2. es ite a  eff rts t  ntr  t a  use  n ia is 
2nd-largest t a  r u er a y  after China.

Key Findings
1. er t e ast 2 e a es  t ere as een a isi e 

e ine in t a  nsu n r i e  it  
a r i ate y 1 in 5 adults re rte  t  e t a  
users in 2022  are  t  1 in 3 in 2000.

2. A ar in  sta s s a s  re ea  t at a si ni ant 
nu er  a es ents a e  13–15 years are current 
t a  users  it  t e re rt es a n  ar un   
million users in this age group, comprising 25 million 

ys an  2 i i n irls.

3. e re rt re ea s t at t ere are a r i ate y 1.25 
billion a u t t a  users a y

4. it in n ia  a si ni ant r n  t e u a n 
en a es in t a  use  it  an es ate  2  i i n 
a u ts (aged 15 and above) being consumers.

5. ta y  se era  states in n ia  in u in  Gujarat, 
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, West 
Bengal, Telangana, and Bihar, play an important role 
in t a  u a n an  r u n

Impact:
1. a  usa e ai s t e i es  er  i i n 

in i i ua s annua y ue t  ass iate  ris s su  as 
heart disease, lung disorders  an  various forms of 
cancer.

2. in y  t e a erse effe ts  tobacco extend 
beyond smokers  it  an es ate   i i n n n-
s ers  are e se  t  se n - an  s e  

3. As er  s in  sts t e r s e n ies 
more than US$ 1 trillion annually in healthcare 
e en iture an  st r u ity

4. urt er re  t e u a n  t a  ntri utes t  
environmental degradation  in u in  deforestation 
ea in  t  e i a  n erns

India’s Initiatives:
1. n ia as i e ente  ari us ini a es ai e  at 

ntr  its re a en e  in u in  t e a na  a  
C ntr  r ra e an  t e r i i n  e tr ni  
Ci are es A t 20

2. A i na y  e is a e easures su  as t e 
Ci are e an  t er a  r u ts A t 200  an  
t e r isi n  a na  a  uit ine er i es

Global Initiatives:
1. e  ra e r  C n en n n a  C ntr  

(FCTC), established in 2003 to combat tobacco use, 
with India becoming a signatory to the convention 
in 2004.

2. urt er re  WHO’s MPOWER measures, focusing 
n nit rin  t a  use  r te n  e e r  

t a  s e  fferin  e  t  uit t a  use  
arnin  a ut t e an ers  t a  en r in  

ans n t a  a er sin  r n  an  
s ns rs i  an  aisin  ta es n t a  r i e 
a re ensi e ra e r  r t a  ntr  

r i e.



ENSU
RE IA

S

www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

16.  ‘BIO-IMAGING BANK’ FOR CANCER
1. e ent y  n ia s ar est Can er s ita  ata 

e ria  s ita   u ai  intr u es an 
AI-powered ‘Bio-Imaging Bank’ (BIB) for early-stage 
an er ete n

2. Need  n ia a es a risin  an er ur en it  a 
shortage of specialists, posing challenges in early 

ete n an  treat ent
3. AI Integration  A  a rit s are traine  usin  ata 

from 60,000 a ents t  ete t uni ue an er eatures 
in i a es an  ai  in ia n sis

4. Project Scope  ni a y usin  n head, neck an  
lung cancers  t e r e t in es training AI r tas s 
i e s reenin  etastases  i ar er re i n  an  

therapy response.
5. Collaboration  e u -ins tu na  r e t 

is un e  y t e e art ent  i te n y  
in in  ins tu ns i e - ay  A - e  

e i  an  t ers
6. AI’s Role in Cancer Detection: AI mimics human 

brain processing, analyzing images t  i en y ssue 
an es an  ten a  a i nan ies  ai in  in ear y 

ete n
7. Implementation:  as re u e  ra ia n 

e sure r e iatri  a ents usin  A -en an e  C  
s ans an  i te  A  a rit s r t ra i  ra i y

8. Future Prospects: A  s ten a  in treat ent 
a r a es  i r in  t era y ut es  an  
ena in  s i  an er ete n  es e ia y in rura  
areas.

 es ite its ene ts  t e use  A  in ea t are raises 
n erns a ut u an ra i ist re a e ent an  a es 

re u at ry s ru ny

17.  ANEEL:  INDIA’S GREEN ENERGY 
TRANSITION 

1. Clean Core Thorium Energy C i a - ase  any  
as e e e  A  na e  a er n ia s s ien st  
r Ani  a ar  a ue  t at ines Thorium an  

High Assay Low Enriched Uranium A
a. ANEEL stan s r  Advanced Nuclear Energy for 

Enriched Life
b. A  ffers a s u n to maximize Thorium 

utilization in nuclear reactors.

Thorium Reserves and Green Energy Potential:
1. n ia ssesses t e world’s largest Thorium reser es  

es ate  at 0  i i n t nnes  fferin  ast 
ten a  r green energy r u n

2. i in  riu  u  reat y e  rea  net- er  
ar n e issi ns y 20 0

Thorium’s Challenge and Innovative Solution:
1. riu  a er e ateria  tra i na y re uires 

pairing with Uranium-235 or Plutonium-239 for use 
as fuel.

2. A  a fuel blend comprising riu  an  s e ia y 
enri e  raniu  (HALEU)  ffers a s u n  

ini i in  re ian e n re i us raniu  res ur es

ANEEL in Existing Reactors:
1. C ean C re s A  ue  can be utilized in India’s 

Pressurized Heavy-Water Reactors (PHWRs), 
i rtant t  t e untry s nu ear ener y se t r

2. n ia urrent y operates 18 PHWR reactors, with 10 
more under construction  a in  A  a n 

ten a y trans r a e

Unique Characteristics of HALEU:
1. A  enriched to over 5% but less than 20%, is 

i rtant r a an e  nu ear rea t r esi ns
2. ear-ter  er ia i a n ans r A  u  

r a en t e a ai a i ity  A  currently limited 
to Russia and China.

Efficiency and Waste Reduction:
1. A  ffers en an e  e ien y  it  a urn-u   

60,000 MW-days per tonne  si ni ant y sur assin  
n en na  natura  uraniu  ue s 000 - ays 

er t nne in s
2. is ea s t  a n ta e re u n in nu ear aste 

u e an  era na  sts  e asi in  its 
en ir n enta  an  e n i  ene ts

Global Interest and Collaborations:
1. A s interest r  untries i e Canada suggests 

its ten a  in a  ean ener y eff rts  
2. C a ra ns  su  as t e Memorandum of 

Understanding between Clean Core and Canadian 
Nuclear Laboratories, i i t A s interna na  
si ni an e in a an in  nuclear technology.
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1.   INDIA’S 1st HIGH-RESOLUTION LANDSLIDE 
SUSCEPTIBILITY MAP 

1. In January 2024, IIT Delhi created India’s first high-
resolution landslide susceptibility map.

2. In late 2023, heavy floods and landslides triggered by 
northeast monsoon rains, led to fatalities, emphasizing 
the need for a national landslide susceptibility map.

What is Landslide Susceptibility Mapping?
1. Landslide Susceptibility Mapping is the process of 

generating maps illustrating regions susceptible to 
landslides by considering various factors. 

2. Utilizing data on historical landslide and factors such 
as slope steepness, soil composition, and vegetation 
cover, a computer model can analyze these elements 
to forecast areas with a high risk of landslides.

National Landslide Susceptibility Map
1. High-Resolution Mapping: The map offers high 

resolution, detailing susceptibility at 100m resolution.
a  Identified regions with high susceptibility 

include parts of the Himalayan foothills, Assam-
Meghalaya, and the Western Ghats.

2. Machine Learning Analysis: Utilized a machine 
learning technique called ensemble learning for 
improved accuracy and resilience by merging 
predictions from multiple models.
a  Ensemble Machine Learning involves using 

multiple machine learning models together to 
average out the impact of any single model.

3. Factors Considered: The team gathered data on 
various factors like soil cover, tree density, proximity 
to roads or mountains.
a  The use of GeoSadak, an online system that has 

data on the national road network in India, aided 
in obtaining crucial road network data for remote 
areas.

4. Significance: Its importance lies in supporting 
policymakers, conducting vulnerability assessments, 
and developing mitigation strategies.

F. Geography & Environment
5. Future initiatives involve implementing a ‘Landslide 

Early Warning System’ utilizing the map data, 
benefiting organizations such as Geological Survey of 
India (GSI) and disaster management authorities.

Landslides in India
1. Definition of Landslide: A landslide is the movement 

of a mass of rock, earth, or debris down a slope.
2. Landslide Prone Regions: Regions with fewer trees, 

closer to road-building activity, and steeper local 
slopes are more unstable and prone to landslides.

3. Causes of Landslides in India
a  Natural Causes: 

i. Landslides can occur on various terrains due 
to conditions such as soil type, rock structure, 
geological factors, drainage, and slope.

ii. Natural causes include rainfall, undercutting 
of slopes from flooding or excavation, 
earthquakes, and snowmelt.

 Anthropogenic Causes: 
i. Human activities like overgrazing, terrain 

cutting, filling, and excessive development 
contribute to landslides.

ii. For instance, land use changes, deforestation, 
and slope exposure due to a railway project 
in western Manipur contributed to a deadly 
landslide in 2022.

4. Types of Flows
(a) Debris Flow: A rapid mass movement involving 

loose soil, rock, organic matter, and slurry 
downslope. Commonly caused by intense 
precipitation or rapid snowmelt.

(b) Earth Flow: A downslope viscous flow of fine-
grained material saturated with water.

(c) Mudflow: A wet or viscous fluid mass of fine and 
coarse-grained material flowing rapidly along 
drainage channels.

(d) Creep: Slow, steady, downward movement of 
material under gravity occurring in a large area.
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5. Overview of Landslides in India

(a) Over the past 50 years, landslides have increased 
in magnitude and frequency, attributed to human 
activities.

(b) Infrastructure development, like the national 
initiative Bharatmala Pariyojana, has contributed 
to the rise in landslides.

6. ISRO’s Landslide Atlas of India Findings:
a  Global Standing: India is among the top five 

landslide-prone countries globally, with at least 
one death per 100 sq km reported annually.

 Rainfall Variability Pattern: Primary cause of 
landslides, with the Himalayas and the Western 
Ghats being highly vulnerable.

 Land Area Prone to Landslide: Excluding snow-
covered areas, approximately 12.6% of the 
country’s geographical land area is prone to 
landslides.

 Regional Variability: 66.5% of landslides are 
reported from the North-western Himalayas, 
18.8% from the North-eastern Himalayas, and 
14.7% from the Western Ghats.

e  Landslides in the Himalayas: The Himalayas 
witness the most frequent landslide incidents due 
to their relatively young age and weak, fragile 
rock structure.

7. Impacts of Landslides:
a  Economic Impacts: 

i. Landslides cause extensive damage to houses, 
roads, buildings, forests, plantations, and 
agricultural fields. 

ii. Himachal Pradesh estimated a cost of damage 
from flood and landslides at over Rs 3738 
crore due to torrential rains in 2023.

 Social Impacts: Casualties are more likely in areas 
with population pressure settled in landslide-
vulnerable regions. In 2022, heavy rain, floods, 
and landslides claimed 835 lives in India.

 Environmental Impact: 
i. Landslides lead to habitat destruction, 

soil erosion, and water pollution, altering 
ecosystems and harming biodiversity.

ii. Soil displacement contributes to increased 

erosion, negatively impacting water quality 

and aquatic life.

Case Study: Joshimath Sinking

1. Joshimath, situated on the Rishikesh-Badrinath 

National Highway (NH-7) in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli 

district, is a hilly town.

2. The town is constructed on old landslide deposits, 

making its slopes susceptible to destabilization 

from minor triggers. It falls in Zone V, indicating 

the highest seismic risk in India’s seismic zonation 

scheme.

3. The area is burdened with structures ignoring the 

land’s load-bearing capacity. Due to land subsidence, 

Joshimath developed cracks.

Reasons for Joshimath Sinking:

1. Ancient Landslide Site: Joshimath is on a deposit 

of sand and stone, not on the main rock, as per the 

1976 Mishra Committee report.

2. Undercutting by Rivers: River currents of 

Alaknanda and Dhauliganga contribute to 

landslides. Inadequate drainage systems aggravate 

the problem.

3. Geographical Factors: Scattered rocks covered with 

old landslide debris have low bearing capacity and 

high pore pressure, especially during monsoons.

4. Construction Impact: Increased construction, 

hydroelectric projects, and NH widening made 

slopes highly unstable.

• The 6-km Helang-Marwari bypass, part of the 

825-km Char Dham highway expansion project 

by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO), faces 

scrutiny for weakening slopes and destabilizing 

the local topography.
• The National Thermal Power Corporation’s 

Tapovan Vishnugad hydropower project 

worsens the crisis, according to locals.

5. Land Erosion: Running streams and sliding along 

natural streams contribute to city fate.
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2.   FIRST-EVER SNOW LEOPARD POPULATION 
ASSESSMENT IN INDIA (SPAI)

 As er rst-e er A  n ia is e t  an es ate  
 sn  e ar s  

About SPAI
1. t is n u te  y t e Wildlife Institute of India  

r  20  t  202  
2. It is a comprehensive scientific exercise that 

e a uates t e sn  e ar  u a n a r ss n ia  
3. t as ere  er 0   ten a  sn  e ar  

habitat across the trans-Himalayan region.
4. t in u e  s i e a a  an  Ja u an  as ir  as 

e  as states su  as i a a  ra es  ara an  
i i  an  Aruna a  ra es

5. e et y in e  a two-step framework  
e a ua n  sn  e ar  s a a  istri u n an  
es a n  sn  e ar  a un an e usin  camera 
traps.

Key Findings from the SPAI
1. Population Estimates: e assess ent es ate  718 

individuals  i  4  sn  e ar s in a a  
24 in ara an   in i a a  ra es   in 

Aruna a  ra es  2  in i i  an   in Ja u  
as ir  t ta in   in i i ua s in n ia

2. Conservation Efforts: n ia as a e si ni ant 
stri es in sn  e ar  nser a n  it  34% of 
their habitat under legal protection an  nu er us 
an s a e- e e  nser a n r e ts ini ate

Snow Leopard Facts
1. Scientific Classification: n  e ar s Panthera 

uncia  are ar e arni res assi e  as u nera e  
an  are un  in t e i  untains  Centra  an  
Southern Asia.

2. Conservation Status: re i us y iste  as 
n an ere  sn  e ar s ere reassesse  as 

Vulnerable  in 20  ue t  a a   ata  a t u  
t eir u a n is s  in e ine

3. Ecological Role: As a e  re at rs  sn  e ar s 
e  aintain t e a an e  t eir e syste s an  

are nsi ere  Umbrella Species  r nser a n 
eff rts

Conservation Initiatives
1. Project Snow Leopard and Global Snow Leopard & 

Ecosystem Protection Programme: ese ini a es 
ai  t  en an e sn  e ar  nser a n t r u  

a ra e an s a e ana e ent an  r te n
2. Snow Leopard Cell: A e i ate  e  r sn  e ar  

nser a n is r se  t  e esta is e  at  
usin  n n -ter  u a n nit rin  an  

nser a n strate y r u a n

Importance of the SPAI Report
 e A  re rt  re ease  y t e ni n inister  
un ers res t e i rtan e  sn  e ar s t  n ia s 

i i ersity an  i i ts t e untry s it ent 
t  t eir nser a n  t r i es a re ensi e 
e a ua n  sn  e ar  u a ns an  a itats  

fferin  a un a n r uture nser a n eff rts

Conclusion
 e n  e ar  u a n Assess ent in n ia 

ar s a si ni ant i est ne in t e nser a n  t is 
u nera e s e ies  y syste a a y assessin  t eir 

u a ns an  a itats  n ia as ai  t e r un r  
r effe e nser a n strate ies t  ensure t e sur i a  
 sn  e ar s in t e i

3.  HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICT
1. e ent y  e Kerala Legislative Assembly asse  a 

res u n ur in  t e Centra  ern ent t  a en  
t e i i e r te n A t t  a ress u an-ani a  

n i ts effe e y

What is Human-Animal Conflict?
1. It occurs when the interaction between humans 

and wildlife ea s t  ne a e resu ts  su  as ss  
r erty  i e i s  an  e en i e  

2. e e ensi e an  revenge killing ay e entua y 
ri e t ese s e ies t  e n n

Why human-wildlife conflict is increasing?
1. n ia s urbanization  us e  its ar e u a n 

an  economic growth  sa ri in  en ir n enta  
n erns  ea in  t  a itat ss an  an in rease in 

in asi e s e ies
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2. Climate change  in u in  en ena i e  in  

isru ts n ia s a rarian e n y  
 is an es t e cropping patterns which 

isru ts e i a  a an e an  us es i i e 
int  u an se e ents

3. e Wildlife Protection Act of 2022  i  reser es 
t e aut rity t  e are ani a s as ‘vermin’ solely to 
t e entra  ern ent  ntri utes t  unre u ate  

i i e r t
Note: Vermin are pests or animals that can spread 

diseases or destroy crops or livestock. For example, 
mice, rats, and even rabbits when they destroy gardens 
have been called vermin.)

What is CITES?
1. It ensures international trade regulations for 

ani a s an  ants
2. ra e  y IUCN  it a e int  r e in 
3. e se retariat  administered by UNEP  is ate  

in ene a  it er an
4. India became a signatory in 
5. C  is legally binding ut re uires a i na  

es  e is a n r en r e ent i e  not self-
executing. 

How such conflicts can be avoided?
1. e ern ent empower the Gram Panchayats 

y a en in  t e A t t  ea  it  su  tur u ent 
ani a s  An  a s  a s t e state ern ent t  

e are er in  ani a s  
2. ere s u  e crop insurance un er t e ra an 

antri- asa  i a ana -  s  t at ar ers 
 n t et int  n i t it  ani a s i e e e ants  

3.  e rease ani a  i ra n  t e aut ri es s a  
ensure the forest and water resources within the 
forest areas. 

4. Mass awareness  y re ni in  t e eff rts  an 
in i i ua  an reate ar ni us re a ns  

4.   AFTER 40 YEARS, CENTRE REVISES RULES 
ON WILDLIFE TRADE

1. e inistry  n ir n ent  rest an  C i ate 
C an e MoEFCC  as intr u e  ne  ru es a e  
“Wildlife (Protection) Licensing (Additional Matters 
for Consideration) Rules, 2024.”

2. ese ru es re a e t e er ersi n r  

Old Rules (1983):
1. n er t e i i e r te n A t WPA   1972, 

t ese ru es st e  i in  i enses r tra in  ani a s 

iste  in Schedule I or Part II of Schedule II.

2. i enses ere n y i en in s e ia  ases it  t e 

entra  ern ent s a r a

New Rules (2024):
1.  n  i ense i  e i en r ani a s in Schedule 

I  un ess t e entra  ern ent is nsu te  rst

2. e C ie  i i e ar en r an Aut ri e  er 

i  i e ut i enses  ey i  nsi er a t rs i e 

e is n  i enses an   t e i ense i t affe t t e 

un n  r tra e  t e ani a s in ues n

Impact of the New Rules:
1. ere is a n ern t at t ese ne  ru es i t ar  

a a s an  ir s in e u e  as s e are 

a rea y at ris  i e u u s  a ns  urt es  e s  

na es  an  ats

Changes in Wildlife Protection Act:
n 2022  t e i i e r te n A en ent  A t 

a e an es t  t e 2 a t  re u in  t e nu er  

e u es r   t  4

1. Schedule I: Ani a s it  t e i est r te n e  

a u  t  ear  C eeta  a  eer

2. Schedule II: Ani a s it  esser r te n e  

i ai  n ian yin   An a an u u

3. Schedule III: r te te  ant s e ies e  ee  

urin i  it er ant  ree tur eri

4. Schedule IV: e i ens iste  un er t e C  e  

i er in  i er n eys

 is i i ts t e an es in i i e r te n a s 

in n ia  usin  n t e i ensin   tra e an  r te n 

e e s  ari us s e ies

5.   WORLD’S LARGEST DEEP-WATER CORAL 
REEF 

1. n January 2024 ien sts is ere  t e r s 

ar est ee -sea Coral Reef Habitat  ate  ff t e 

Atlantic coast  t e nite  tates

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-us-relations-5
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What is a coral reef? 
1. A ra  ree  is a r u   in erte rate ani a s 

a e  coral an  polyps i in  t et er in t e 
ean  ese y s a e ar  s e et ns r  cal-

cium carbonate  i  ui  u  t  r  t e ree s 
structure.

2. It is a symbiotic relationship et een ra  an  -
ant e ae a ae  

3. C ra  ree s are e t  any ifferent 
sea reatures i e s  ra s  an  s e s   

ese ree s are i rtant e ause t ey e  ee  
t e ean u   i e an  r te t s res r  ar e  

estru e a es

a. Examples  e reat arrier ee  in Austra ia 

t e r s ar est tr i a  ra  ree  syste  

an  t e e i e arrier ee  in Centra  A eri a  

Features of the Deep-Sea Coral Reef:

1. e ree  is a r  500 km in length  r  ri a t  

ut  Car ina  At s e ints  its i t  is 0  

2. un  in ee  arts  t e ean  r  200 t  000 

eters n  ere sunlight cannot reach.

3. t is t e i est ee - ater ra  ree  un  ut 

the Great Barrier Reef is the biggest one in shallow 

water.

Significance and Threats to corals:

Aspect Significance Threats

Biodiversity
es t  i erse sea 

creatures.
u n r  asta  e e ent 

Coastal Protection
Natural barriers against 

a es an  st r s
C asta  nstru n an  ar u  s in  ra es

Tourism
sts a  e n ies  

ffers re rea na  a i es
Care ess t uris  a a es ree s an  arine i e

Fisheries
ssen a  ree in  an  

nursery r un s r s
er s in  an  a itat estru n en an ers s es  

Climate Change aintains e i a  a an e
ar er seas an  a i i a n ea en ra  stru tures  

ea s t  C ra  ea in

Difference Between Deep and Shallow Water Coral Reefs:

Aspect Deep Water Coral Reefs Shallow Water Coral Reefs

Depth Range Deep, typically 200 - 1,000 meters Shallow, usually less than 30 meters

Light 
Availability

i ite  t  n  sun i t enetra n A un ant sun i t enetra n

Food e y n t synt e  a ae ee  n s a  an t n r a ai a e r ani  ateria

Coral Growth i ter  ar es r ener y Relies on photosynthesis for energy

Examples
C ra  ree s un  in ee er eani  
regions

ee s n y un  near ast ines

Threats
u nera e t  i ate an e an  u an 
istur an es  

u nera e t  i ate an e  u n  an  
er s in  i  an  as ri in  
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Initiatives to Conserve corals
1. Global Initiatives

a. International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)  A 
tea  eff rt et een ern ents  s  
an  interna na  r u s t  sa e ra  ree s 

r i e
b. United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs)  SDG 14 uses n r te n  eans  
seas  an  arine i e  in u in  eff rts t  sa e 
an  re i e ra  ree s

2. Indian Initiatives:
a. National Coral Reef Research Institute  et u  t  

stu y  tra  an  r te t ra  ree s in n ia
b. Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) 

Program: sin  sustaina e et s  a an t  
sa e uar  n ia s asts an  seas  in u in  ra  
reefs.

c. Coral Reef Conservation Programs: C a ra e 
r e ts in in  ern ent  s ien sts  an  

a  e e t  sa e uar  n ian ra  ree s

6.   THE ROLE OF E-FUELS IN DECARBONISING 
TRANSPORT

 e re rt na e  e e  - ue s in e ar nisin  
rans rt  as een re are  y t e A nterna na  
ner y A en y  t  assess t e r e  - ue  as a r isin  

s u n in e ar nisin  t e trans rt se t r

What are E-Fuels?  
1. - ue s  a s  n n as e e tr ue s  are synt e  

fuels made from captured carbon dioxide or carbon 
n i e an  y r en taine  r  ater 

electrolysis.
2. e r ess in es usin  sustainable electricity 

s ur es t  s it ater e u es an  tain y r en  
i  is t en ine  it  C 2 un er i  ressure 

using a catalyst.
3. E-fuels are climate-neutral an  an e use  as a 

sustaina e a terna e t  ssi  ue s in e is n  
in rastru ture r e i es  s i s  an  air anes

4. ey ffer a ay t  reduce CO2 emissions in 
t e trans rt an  ea n  se t rs i e u i in  
renewable energy sources.

Key Points from the IEA Report:
1. 10% E-fuels Share by 2030: e re rt sets t e 

a i us tar et  a ie in  a 0  s are  e- ue s 
in t e a ia n an  s i in  se t rs y 20 0

2. Technology Assessment: e re rt assesses t e 
e er in  e- ue  te n ies an  e a uates t eir 
te n i a  an  e n i  as e ts

3. Cost Reduction: asis is a e  n st re u n 
in - ue  r u n  i  is ne essary r a ie in  
t e a i us 0  tar et

4. Resource and Infrastructure Investments: e re rt 
ut ines t e res ur es an  in rastru ture in est ents 

essen a  r a ie in  t e set a

Government’s initiatives to promote e-fuels
1. National Green Hydrogen Mission with a target of 5 

 annua  reen y r en  a nia r u n 
by 2030

2. u si ies r etr  an  iese  ere re e  in t e 
ear y 20 0s  an  subsidies for electric vehicles were 
intr u e  in 20

3. Import substitution  ar un   00 Cr e ery 
year  an  etus t  esear  an  e e ent t  
a ie e i er e ien y in s ar  u es

Challenges and solutions
Challenges Solutions
1. i  C st 

of E-fuel 
r u n

1. Pursue economies of scale 
eans i  in ustries ust ta e 

t e ini a e t  r u e - ue s  
2. Increase infrastructure 

in est ents
2. i u ty 

in altering 
current 
e is a n 

an  i ies

1. A ate an  i e ent 
e is a n su r n  e- ue  use  

2. Establish clear, long-term policies 
t  r i e a ra e r  r 

i es rea  a n  - ue s
3. i er 

acceptance 
by the 
general 
public 
will be a 
challenge.

1. ster a ra n et een 
ern ents  in ustries  an  

resear  ins tu ns r a in  
easi y a e ta e e s  
E-fuel usage.  

2. e e  an  i e ent 
strate ies r en ura in  r a  
acceptance.
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4. t is i u t 
for E-fuels 
to replace 
tra i na  
ue s i e 

petrol, 
iese  et

1. re ays t  inte rate e- ue s 
int  e is n  e i es it ut 

a r i a ns

7.  UREA GOLD: A SULPHUR COATED UREA

 e ent y  Ca inet C i ee n n i  Affairs 

(CCEA) as a r e  t e aun   Urea Gold,” a 

sulphur-coated urea (SCU) er i er  t  a ress su ur 

e ien y in n ian a ri u ture

About Urea:

1. rea is ne  t e st n entrate  nitr en us 

er i ers  i  rea i y n erts t  a nia in t e 

s i   an essen a  a r nutrient r ant un ns

2. r a  urea ntains 4   a sin e ant nutrient 

i.e. Nitrogen.

3. n ia is ne  t e ar est nsu ers  e i a  

er i ers in t e r

4. rea is n ia s st i e y use  er i er  it  its 

nsu n risin  r  2  i i n t nnes t   

t et een 200 - 0 an  2022-2

5. t is i rt e en ent 2022-2   i i n etri  

t ns  urea ere i rte  ut  a t ta    t 

nsu e  raisin  si ni ant n erts

What is Urea Gold?

1. Composition: n i e tra i na  urea it  4  

nitr en  rea  eatures   an   

u ur  a in  it an en an e ent in nutrient 

ina n

2. Aims: t ai s t  a ress su ur e ien ies in t e 

soil. 

3. Type: t s a n n- r ani  s -re ease er i er it  a 

s e ia  a n

4. Function: re eate  urea ranu es are ate  it  

molten Sulphur, forming a membrane that regulates 

nitr en re ease r a  ant r t

5. Nitrogen Content: C  enera y ntains ar un  -

 
About Nano Liquid Urea
1. Nano urea contains nitrogen in the form of granules 

t at are a un re  t usan  es ner t an a 
sheet of paper.

2. an  i ui  urea as aun e  in June 202  y t e 
n ian ar ers an  er iser C era e C

3. t as e e e  as a nan te n y- ase  
r ess t  r u e urea e u es in i ui  r

4. t as ai e  y C  t at a 00-s ray e 
 nan  urea an su s tute a u  4   a   
n en na  er i er

5. A r in  t  t e ni n C e i a  an  er i er 
inister  n ia is ai in  t  anu a ture 44 r re 

es  an  rea annua y y t e year 202

Why is Urea Gold needed?

1. India: ea i y re iant n rea i rts  i i n 

t nnes ut   i i n t nnes in 202  es  

rea r u n re ies ea i y n imported feedstock.

2. High Urea Consumption: ea s t  ne a e 

en ir n enta  i a ts i e air and water pollution, 

an  a nia e issi ns ntri u n  t  global 

warming.

3. Low Nutrient Use Efficiency (NUE): Causes higher 

input costs for farmers.

Significance

1. u ur- ate  urea a s r a gradual release of 

nitrogen  i r in  its a ai a i ity an  u ta e y 

r s er e

2. rea  enri e  it  u i  a i  e ten s its 

effectiveness and longevity as a er i er

3. C are  t  n en na  urea  rea  ffers 

equivalent benefits with less quantity  it    

r i in  si i ar a anta es as 20   re u ar urea  

r n  e ien y in ar in  ra es
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Key Findings about the Efficacy of Liquid Nano Urea

1. Decline in grain nitrogen content  e ine  y  in 

ri e an   in eat

2. Decline in yield  ere as a 2  e rease in 

eat yie  an  a  e rease in ri e yie s it  

t e use  nan  urea e ine  

• is ay ea  t  a a en e   nse urity in 

the country. 

3. Higher cost: e st  nan  urea r u a n as 

0 es i er t an t at  ranu ar urea  

• is i  u ate y i a t t e e n i  

n i n  ar ers

4. Decrease in Ground Mass and Root Volume  e 

A  e  e eri ents a s  re ea e  t at t e a e-

r un  i ass an  r t u e ere re u e  a er 

nan  urea a i a n

5. Conventional Urea is more efficient: A r in  

t  s ien sts  e en i  00 er ent use e ien y is 

a ie e  y t is nan r u a n  t e re uire  

nitr en nutrient u  n t e r i e  t  t e 

r in  r  are  t  nitr en r i e  y 4  

  n en na  urea

6. Scientists’ conclusion: Results are not encouraging 

an  t e use  C  nan  urea ann t e 

re en e  r ri e an  eat  t ay urt er 

ta e -  years r nan  urea t  rea  e a y e ua  

to nano urea.

Challenges Solutions

1. Pricing and 

Availability

nsurin  rea  is readily 

available an  a essi e t  ar ers 

at a e e ri e is ru ia  r 

its i es rea  a n

2. Education 

and Awareness

ar ers nee  t  e e u ate  a ut 

t e ene ts an  proper application 

 rea  t  a i i e its 

effe eness

3. Distribution 

and 

Infrastructure

ui in  a r ust distribution 

network t  rea  re te areas an  

s a er ar ers is essen a  r 

rea s su ess

4. Long-term 

Impact Studies

i e ini a  tria s are r isin  

further research is needed to assess 

t e n -ter  i a t  rea  

n s i  ea t  r  yie s  an  t e 

en ir n ent

Conclusion

 i e rea  an  r e  er i ers ffer 

r isin  s u ns t  a ress  a en es an  

i  rea nsu n  su ess u  i e enta n 

requires Addressing pricing discrepancies and ensuring 

C  is aff r a e r ar ers are  t  re u ar 

urea. Streamlining distribution: e ent e ient 

istri u n anne s t  rea  ar ers rea i y  e aun  

 rea  ar s a si ni ant ste  t ar s sustaina e 

an  e ient n ian a ri u ture  e er  su ess u y 

na i a n  ri in  an  istri u n a en es i  e 

ru ia  t  a i i in  its i a t

8.  WETLAND CITY ACCREDITATION UNDER 
THE RAMSAR CONVENTION

 e inistry  n ir n ent  rest  an  C i ate 

C an e CC  as su este  t at n re  a  an  

ai ur e re ni e  as et an  Ci es  un er et an  

City A re ita n CA  

What are Wetlands?

 A r in  t  t e a sar C n en n  et an s are 

places that can be natural or man-made, i e ars es  

s a s  r areas it  ater  ey an e permanent or 

temporary, with still or moving water  an  an e fresh, 

brackish, or salty  ey a s  in u e a es it  s a  

arine ater u  t  si  eters ee  at  e
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About Wetland City Accreditation (WCA):

1. untary re ni n syste  r t e si ni an e 

 et an s in i es an  near y areas  

 A r e  urin  t e C 2  a sar C n en n 

in 2015. Aim  n ura e t e nser a n  

et an s an  ensure sustaina e ene ts r a  

uni es in ur an an  transi na  nes

2. e CA is a i  r  years  

Criteria  ase  n  a t rs  in u in  t e e isten e 

 a sar sites r t er et an  nser a n 

areas in the city. 

More on the news

1. e et an s in e  t  t ese i es are

a. Sirpur Wetland and Yashwant Sagar in n re

b. Bhoj Wetland in a

c. Pichola, Fateh Sagar, Rang Sagar, Swaroop Sagar, 

and Doodh Talai in ai ur

2. e n  t is a re ita n i  a e it easier t  

carry out the Amrit Dharohar Initiative a  er t e 

country. 

Note: Amrit Dharohar Aims to achieve similar goals 

by promoting unique conservation values of Ramsar 

Sites.)

3. Significance of WCA

a. r i es an rtunity r i es t at a ue t eir 

natura  r u an- a e et an s t

i. ain interna na  re ni n an  i  a ra t 

t urists r  a r ss t e e s n  t eir 

tourism.

ii. i i y t e si e ran in  rtuni es 

r t eir eff rts in e nstra n  str n  

si e re a ns i s it  et an s

b. WCA will reinforce the ongoing Amrit Dharohar 

ini a e  t e CC ann un e  as art  

t is 202 -24 u et.

About Ramsar Convention
 nter ern enta  treaty esta is e  in  in 

a sar  ran  usin  n nser in  an  ise y 
usin  et an s an  t eir res ur es

2  a  ar i a n  As  January 2024  2 
untries are art  t e a sar C n en n

3. India has 75 wetland sites un er t e a sar 
C n en n

9.   IEA’S ELECTRICITY REPORT 2024
 e nterna na  ner y A en y A  re ease  t e 

e tri ity 2024  re rt  r i in  ri a  insi ts int  
n ia s ener y an s a e

 A r in  t  t e atest nterna na  ner y A en y s 
A  e tri ity 2024 e rt  n ia s e e tri ity e an  

i  sur ass C ina s an  a e t e r s astest r t  
rate y 202

Key Insights from IEA’s Electricity Report 2024

1. es ite n ia s net- er  tar et y 20 0  n ia i  

heavily depend on coal r e e tri ity un  202  

ns tu n    enera n

2. n 202  n ia sa  a si ni ant rise in renewable 

energy a n  it  rene a e s ur es 

ntri u n  2  t  e e tri ity enera n an  a in  

2    a a ity  ar e y ri en y s ar an  in  

energy growth.

3. n ia s electricity demand sur e  y  in 202  it  

an an i ate  annua  r t  rate   et een 

2024 an  202  si nin  t e untry t  sur ass 

C ina s e e tri ity e an  y 202

4. er in  e n ies  re inant y in ut  Asia  

are set t  ri e ar un    t e a  e ansi n 

in electricity capacity  it  n ia s e an  nearin  

t e e e s  t e nite  in

5. C an in  eat er a erns in 202  ause  a  

decline in hydropower generation, while the 

ern ent an ate  a  en in   i rte  

a  it  es  a  un  ar  2024 r 

uninterru te  er su y
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 n ia is i ersi yin  its energy sources y a in  

in  s ar  ar e y r  an  nu ear er r e ts

 a  nuclear power plants in t e i e ine 2024-

202  are ri ari y in C ina an  n ia  it  a 

r e te  near y 0  in rease in a  nu ear 

enera n y 202  n ia tar ets tri in  its nu ear 

a a ity y 20 2  a in  4  y 202

About India’s Power Sector:

1. n ia s t ta  installed electricity generation capacity 

as  ay 202  is 4   it  ssi  ue s a un n  

r  rene a es at 4 4  an  nu ear ue  at 

0

2. n ia ai s t  a ie e

a.  a n n- ssi  ue  ener y a a ity  00  y 

2030, 

b. ee n  0   its ener y nee s r  

renewables, 

c. re u in  C 2 e issi ns y  i i n t ns  an  

d. a ainin  a net- er  e issi n status y 20 0  

as per the Panchamrit action plan an  re ise  

a na y eter ine  C ntri u n C   

August 2022.

International Energy Agency (IEA) Overview:

1. e A is an in e en ent inter- ern enta  

r ani a n i  as its headquarters in Paris, 

France operating within the  Organisation for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

ra e r  

2. sta is e  in 4 it  t e primary goal of ensuring 

the security of oil supplies.

3. Current y  it as  e er untries   ass ia n 

untries an  4 a essi n untries

4. n ia e a e an associate member of the IEA in 

20

5. A an i ate untry t  t e IEA must be a member 

country of the OECD.

6. ey reports published y t e A in u e 

a. r  ner y ut  re rts

b. n ia ner y ut  e rt

c. r  ner y n est ent e rt

d. e A e n y a a  an  i y at ay 

series.

e. Annua  ner y ien y ar et e rt

f. e ner y e n y ers e es

What is Small Modular Reactor (SMR) Technology?

1. entu  is in reasin  r s a  u ar rea t r 

 te n y  fferin  advanced nuclear reactors 

it  u  t  00 e  a a ity er unit  si ni ant y 

s a er t an tra i na  rea t rs

2. s are ara teri e  y t eir s a  si e  u ar 

esi n  an  u i a n  nuclear fission to generate 

eat an  e e tri ity  fferin  t e ten a  r -

ar n ener y r u n

3. es ite r ress in  e e ent an  

e y ent  a en es re ain  it  research and 

development eff rts intensi yin  t  a ress t e

Conclusion:

 e A s e tri ity e rt 2024 un ers res t e 

e i es an  rtuni es in n ia s e in  ener y 

an s a e  e asi in  t e n nue  r e  a  t e 

r t   rene a es  an  t e r isin  tra e t ry  

nu ear er  in u in  t e e er in  si ni an e  

a  u ar ea t r te n y

RENEWABLES 2023 REPORT: IEA                
e nterna na  ner y A en y A s ene a es 

202  re rt s ase  advancements in the energy 
se t r a n si e continuous challenges.
Key Highlights of the Report
1. a  renewable capacity additions sur e  y 

near y 0  in 202  it  C ina ea in  t e ay in 
s ar an  in

2. Renewables are set to surpass coal as the largest 
electricity source by 2025  it  in  an  s ar 

e in  inant y 202
3. India is e e te  t  double its renewable capacity 

by 2028  e in  t e r s t ir - ar est 
rene a es ar et
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4. Solar PV module ri es r e  y near y 0  in 

202  ri in  ra i  a n a y

5. Biofuel expansion an  EV adoption  ar u ar y 

in e er in  e n ies i e ra i  are r e te  t  

ffset si ni ant i  e an  y 202

10.  200th YEAR OF THE 1ST SCIENTIFIC NAMING 
OF A DINOSAUR: MEGALOSAURUS

1. 2024 ar s t e bicentennial 200t  year   t e st 

s ien  na in   a in saur  t e Megalosaurus 

(meaning great lizard).

• e a saurus as na e  y i ia  u an  

in 24

2. ese carnivorous dinosaur’s ssi s ere is ere  

in r s ire  n an  

3. n 24  t ey ere na e  ase  n s a ere  nes  

in u in  erte rae  an  i

4. in saurs are a i erse r u   re es  t e a e 

Dinosauria.

5. ey e n  t  t e Mesozoic Era 2 2-  i i n 

years a  i  in u es  nse u e e i  

eri s riassi  Jurassi  an  Creta e us   

• ey are e ie e  t  e an est rs  ern 

ir s

11.   DENMARK LAUNCHES GREEN FUELS 
ALLIANCE INDIA

1. In January 2024, Denmark intr u es t e Green 

Fuels Alliance India (GFAI) initiative.

a. t is art  reen trate i  artners i   

si ne  in 2020 et een n ia an  en ar

b. t is ns ire  y ini a es i e t e India-Denmark 

Energy Partnership an  int  eff rts n 

reen ue s

2. Goals and Significance:

a. tren t en a ra n in sustaina e ener y 

s u ns

b. A an e int a s r ar n neutra ity

c. a i itate rene a e ener y r u n in n ia 

t  e e a a  ea er in t e reen ener y 

a ue ain

d. Ai  in a ie in  net er  e issi ns y 20 0

e. ster en ura e  inn a n  a ra n  

an  artners i s a n  r s  usinesses  an  

ern ents

3. Green Fuels  ey are a s  n n as green 

hydrocarbons or biofuels  are eri e  r  

i ass s ur es t r u  ari us i i a  an  

thermochemical processes.

4. Other Similar Partnership Initiatives by India:

a. - n ia trate i  C ean ner y artners i

b. e ran u   n erstan in   n 

reen C ean y r en et een n ia an  au i 

Arabia

c. n ia-Austra ia reen y r en as r e

 a  i ue s A ian e r e  y ra i  n ia  

an  t e nite  tates

e. ua s C i ate r in  r u  usin  n ean 

energy.

5. Related News: Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA)

a. GBA comprises 19 countries an  12 international 

organizations  in u in  t e r  n i  

ru  t e r  an  an  t e Asian 

e e ent an

b. India   an  ra i  are t e founding members.

c. n ia r se  t e A urin  t e India Energy 

Week in e ruary 202  an  ia y aun e  it 

at t e 20 su it in e te er 202

 e A ai s t  en ura e t e r t  an  use 

 sustaina e i ue s  esta is in  stan ar s 

an  er a ns
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12.   SPECIES IN NEWS
Name Description

1. Tibetan Brown Bear a. India has recorded its 1st-ever confirmed sighting of a rare Tibetan brown bear 
(Ursus arctos pruinosus) in Sikkim.

b. Also known as Tibetan Blue Bear, an omnivore (eat both plant and animal).
c. Mainly found in Nepal, Bhutan and the Tibetan plateau.
d. Status: 

• Included in Appendix I of CITES,
• Schedule I of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972

2. Vultures a. Vulture restaurant set up in Kodarma, Jharkhand to conserve Critically Endangered 
species.

b. Total 9 species of vultures are found in India out of which 3 are migratory (Cinereous, 
Griffon, Himalayan), protected under Schedule I of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

IUCN Status: 
• Critically Endangered – White-Rumped, Slender-Billed, Indian, Red-Headed
• Near Threatened – Bearded, Cinereous, Himalayan
• Endangered – Egyptian 
• Least Concerned – Griffon 

3. Binturong and Small-
Clawed Otter

a. Two New mammalian species were found in Kaziranga National Park, Assam. 
Both are listed under Schedule I of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

b. Binturong is largest civet in India. 
c. Native to South East Asia
d. IUCN Status – Vulnerable, CITES Appendix III
e. Small Clawed otter is primarily found in fresh water, IUCN status – Vulnerable, 

CITES Appendix I 
4. Invasive MosquitoFish a. Two Invasive species of MosquitoFish - Gambusia affinis and Gambusia holbrooki 

- introduced into local water bodies to address mosquito menace but dangerous 
to native species of fish, plants etc.

5. Pantoea Tagorie a. A plant growth promoting bacteria found in Jharia coal mine soil samples.
b. It is named after Rabindranath Tagore.

6. Tapioca Plants a. Also known as Cassava, Cultivated in Tropical regions for its tuberous roots, from 
which cassava flour, breads and an alcoholic drink is derived.

7. Austropallenehalanychi 
(Sea Spider) 

a. Yellow in colour, 4 black eyes, large bulbous claws, found off the Antarctica 
Ocean, a distant relative of Horseshoe crabs, unique feature of breathing through 
lungs, use straw like parts to consume food.

8. European wood bison a. Largest and heaviest land animals in Europe, also known as Wisent, in danger due 
to ongoing war in Ukraine. Originally, they were 3 subspecies but 2 of them are 
now extinct. IUCN status – Near Threatened.

9. Chum Salmon a. A migratory fish spotted in arctic ocean, also known as Dog Salmon, most 
widely distributed of all the pacific salmon.

10. Blue Dragons a. Venomous creature spotted near Besant beach, Chennai. It is small sea slug 
(up to 3 cm in size), also known as the Sea Swallow, Dragon Slug or Blue Angel 
(Slug is any shell less organism)
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1.  SAPINDA MARRIAGES
 e e i i  C urt as re ent y is isse  a e n 

ues nin  t e ns tu na ity  e n   
the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955  i  es n t a  

a in a arria e et een in us

What is a Sapinda Marriage?
1. A a in a arria e is en e e se y re ate  t  

ea  t er et arrie  
2. As per Section 5(v) of the Hindu Marriage Act, 

su  arria es are r i ite  it in t e in  
enera ns n t  t e t er s an  at er s si es

Mother’s Side Father’s Side

1. i in  st 
enera n

2. arents 2n  
enera n

3. ran arents r  
enera n

1. i in  st 
enera n

2. arents 2n  
enera n

3. ran arents r  
enera n

4. reat- ran arents 
4t  enera n

5. reat- reat-
ran arents t  
enera n

3. An exception is r i e  r t se in  any 
existing custom that permits such marriage.

4. e er  ust s ust e e  r a n  e 
t  e a i  en e  t e urt ay as  r r   
such custom.

What are the theories on which such legal 
provision is made?
1. e n e t  sa in a es r  t e r  pinda, 

i  eans ne s y
2. Vijaneshwara’s Theory: is t e ry says t at e e 

are re ate  as sa in as i  t ey s are a n 
an est r  ey are in e  e ause t ey s are t e sa e 

y ar es r  t eir an est rs  is n e t 
en ura es arryin  utsi e ne s n a i y  

G. Society And Culture
3. Jimutavahana’s Theory: A r in  t  t is t e ry  

e e e e a in as n t ust t r u   r 
arria e  ut a s  t r u  ysi a  nta t urin  

re i i us ritua s ne r t e sa e an est rs su  as 
in a- aan

4. e in u arria e A t   s i anes ara s 
i ea ut it  s e an es  a in  re e i i ity 
in who can marry whom.

What has happened in the recent case?
1. In 2007  a an s marriage as e are  void when 

er us an  r e  t eir arria e as a in a
2. e an a r a e  t e High Court challenging 

the constitutional validity  t e r i i n  
a in a arria e

3. e ar ue  t at Section 5(v) of the Hindu Marriage 
Act i ates Article 14  t e ns tu n i  a s 

r ua ity e re t e a  an  ua  r te n  
law.

4. e ai e  t at er arria e a  t e consent of the 
family i  in i ates its e i a y

5. e er  t e urt re e te  t e e n sayin  t at 
the proof of custom is nee e  t  ai  an e e n 
for the marriage.

 e urt s state ent is ase  n t e nee  t  
regulate the Incestuous marriage. Incestuous 
marriage refers to the act of marrying someone 

se y re ate  y  su  as a si in  arent  r 
se re a e  i  is enera y nsi ere  ta  

in any s ie es  a s are t in s t at s iety r 
u ture nsi ers ina r riate  isres e u  r 
r i en t  ta  a ut r en a e in

Why is Incestuous marriage considered taboo in 
many societies?
1. Genetic risks: en se y re ate  e e a e 

i ren  t se i ren a e a i er an e  
a in  ea t  r e s e ause t ey i t in erit 
ar u  ene  traits r  t  arents

2. Social norms: t es a ainst at st e e t in  
is ri t in a i ies  t an ause a t  r e s i e 
a i y ts an  ee in  as a e  in s iety
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What is the Status of Incestuous marriage in 
other countries?
1. n t e A  n estu us arria es are anne  in a  

states e e t e  Jersey an  e s an
2. n s e untries  i e ran e an  rtu a  t ere are 

no laws against Incestuous marriage.
3. n ta y  n est is nsi ere  a ri e i  it auses a 

u i  s an a

Why such marriages are observed in South India?
1. n s e uni es in ut  n ia  it s n r 

arria es t  ur et een re a es  i e usins 
r it in t e sa e e ten e  a i y  is ra e is 
n n as consanguineous marriage.

2. e atest National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) 
n u te  et een 2019-2021  s s t at a i  

a u as t e i est nu er  nsan uine us 
arria es at 2  it  arnata a se e in  at 

2
3. u  arria es a e een ta in  a e sin e 2000 

years a n  ra i ian in us  
4. e reasons e in  su  ra e are

a. ar ier  arryin  s e ne ey n  a ertain ri er 
r area as nsi ere  t  e i a n  t eir 

re uta n
b. e ea t   t e a i y re ains t e sa e a i y
c. ir s are sa e as a i ies a e n n ea  t er 

for years.
 a i ies  n t nee  t  ay a ar e ry in t e 

marriage.

2.  MITAKSHARA LAW
1. u re e C urt ru e  t at children born from void 

or voidable marriages are legitimate for property 
in eritan e un er t e Hindu Succession Act (HSA), 
1956 i  re ni es Mitakshara Law.

2. e urt e  t at su  i ren e treate  as an 
e ten e  a i y  a n an est r t  e i e a 
a i  s are in t e r erty  t e n an est r

Mitakshara Law 
1. t is ne  t e 2 a r in u a  s s t e t er 

ein  aya a a  t at erns t e su essi n  
r erty in in u a i ies

2. It is based on the commentary on the Yajnavalkya 
Smriti  ri en y i nanes ara in t e 2t  entury  

3. t re ni es t e n e t  coparcenary, which 
means that ancestral property is int y e  y a  

a e e ers  t e a i y  an  t ey a e e ua  
rights in the property.
• Coparcener has no absolute right to transfer 

is s are e ause is s are is n t e nite r 
as ertaina e as t eir s ares u tuate it  t e 

irt s an  eat s  t e ar eners  
4. A r in  t  t is s  a an u  ne er 

become a coparcener. 
• e er  t e Hindu Succession (Amendment) 

Act, of 2005 empowered women to become a 
ar ener i e a es in an estra  r erty  

5. t is re a ent t r u ut n ia  e e t in s e 
eastern parts where Dayabhaga School is e  

6. ere are 4 sub-schools  ita s ara a  
a. ra i ian a ras s   t u t  
b. a aras tra s   t u t  
c. anaras s   t u t  
d. it i a s   t u t  
e. un a  

Mitakshara vs. Dayabhaga schools in coparcenary 
rights

Mitakshara Schools Dayabhaga School
1. An rt  1. Reformist School
2. Right of a son by 

birth in the ancestral 
property equals to 
the interest of his 
father.

2. n is en t e  t  is 
ancestral property 

n y n t e eat   
his father.

3. Son becomes 
ar ener ri t a er 

his birth.

3. Son becomes 
ar ener y eat  

of his father.
4. Coparcenary right 

is applicable to 
the property of 

ran at er an  
reat- ran at er

4. at er is t e a s ute 
owner of his property 
in is i e e

5. One cannot transfer 
is s are t  t e t ir  

party as their share 
is n t e nite r 
ascertainable.

5. One can transfer his 
share as they are 

e ne
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3.   DENOTIFIED, NOMADIC AND SEMI 
NOMADIC TRIBES

1. e a na  u an i ts C issi n C  
e asise  t e i rtan e  e e u n  t e 
re en a ns  t e Idate Commission report. 

2. Idate Commission r t e a na  C issi n 
r en e  a i  an  e i- a i  ri es 

(DNTS) as ns tute  in 20 4 un er Bhiku Ramji 
Idate.

3. e issi n as an ate  t  i e a state-
ise ist  en e  a i  an  e i- a i  

ri es s  i en y s n t in u e  in Cs s 
r C ists  re en  easures r t eir e are  

etc.  

About DNTS
1. ey are a s  n n as ‘Vimukt Jatis’. ese 

uni es are a n  t e st u nera e an  
isa anta e

2. e sufferin   t ese r u s starte  en t e ri s  
ern ent intr u e  t e Criminal Tribes Act in 

1871.
• ese uni es ere n e  as ri ina s 

un er t is A t
• ey ere r i y a ienate  r  t eir 

tra i na  u a ns an  a ita ns t r u  
t er su se uent e is a n

3. ey ere resse  istreate  an  i n re  e 
ri s  ern ent s ru es ne a e y i a te  t eir 
ai y i es an  s

4. ey n nue  t  i e as unter- at erers an  
n a i  er ers

5. u  t e Indian Government st e  trea n  
t e  as ri ina s in 2 (repealed the act) t ey s  
face big problems.

6. ey isse  ut n t e ern ent su rt t at 
r u s i e t e Cs s re ei e  

7. ey re n t n any ia  ist t at u  e  t e  
et ern ent ene ts  an  t ey re en e  ut  
r ra s eant t  e  e e  any  t e  n t 

 t  s  an  a  asi  t in s i e ean ater  
a es t  i e  an  e i a  are

Efforts to improve conditions of DNTS:
1. ff rts ere a e t  inte rate t ese uni es 

into the mainstream.

2. e rst commission t  a ress t eir issues as 
established in October 2003, the Renke Commission 
was formed in 2008.

3. e e ent an  e are ar  r s esta is e  
in 202  r a eri    years e ten a e u  t   
years  

4. e e r n i  er ent  s (SEED) 
r e u a na  e er ent  ea t  insuran e  

i e i s an  usin

Recommendations of the Idate Commission
1. Assi n s n t in u e  in Cs s Cs ist s u  

e iste  as Cs
2. Enhance legal and constitutional safeguards by 

in u in  a 3rd schedule in e u e  Castes an  t e 
e u e  ri es re en n  Atr i es  A t  

3. sta is  er anent issi n r t e s  s  
an  s

4. sta is  a se arate e art ent r t eir e are in 
t e states it  t eir sei a e u a ns

5. n erta e a t r u  sur ey   a i ies t  
eter ine t eir es ate  nu ers an  istri u n

4.  BRU REFUGEE
 ri ura ern ent as a ate  an  r 
re a i ita n t e ast at   ru re u ees

Who are Bru?
a. e ru  a s  n n as ean s  e n  t  a tri a  

r u  na e t  t e n rt eastern re i ns  n ia  
tra i na y in a i n  areas it in i ra  
ri ura  an  Assa

• it in ri ura  t e Brus are re ni e  as a 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group 

b. Current y  a si ni ant nu er  rus in ri ura 
a e een i in  as interna y is a e  ers ns r 
er t  e a es  a in  e  et ni  n i ts ain y 

ri ina n  r  i ra  

History of conflict:
a. e n i t e an in  en t  i  

r ani a ns  t e un  i  Ass ia n an  t e 
i  tu ents  Ass ia n  a e  r t e re a   

rus r  t e e e t ra  r s in i ra  ar uin  t at 
t ey ere n t ri ina  resi ents  
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b. e rus  are et ni a y ifferent an  en a e e  

as ai  r utsi ers y t e a rity i s  an  t ey 
a e  se ere is ri ina n

c. n res nse t  t ese eff rts t  isen ran ise t e  
t e rus r e  t e ru a na  i era n r nt  an 
ar e  a n  an  t e ru a na  ni n  a i a  

r u  a a n  r t e esta is ent  a se arate 
ru Aut n us istri t C un i  A C  in i ra s 
estern re i ns un er t e t  s e u e  n ian 

C ns tu n
d. is e  t  et ni  tensi ns  resu n  in t e 

is a e ent  any rus r  t e istri ts  
a it  asi  an  un ei in i ra  t  ri ura in 

 
e. As  t e atest es ates y t e e inistry  

a r i ate y 000 rus are i in  as re u ees in 
t e an an ur a  in n rt ern ri ura

2020 Agreement for Bru Rehabilitation:
1. n January 2020  a an ar  a ree ent as rea e  

et een t e ern ents  ri ura  i ra  
t e entra  ern ent  an  re resenta es  t e 

ru unity t  a i itate t e rese e ent  ru 
re u ees in ri ura

2. ru a i ies ere assure   re ei in  a t r 
resi en e  a e  e sit a unt it  s 4 a  
a nstru n rant  s  a  r ui in  
t eir es  a n  it  ree ra n an  a nt y 
allowance of Rs 5,000 for two years.

3. e a ree ent a s  in u e  r isi ns t  inte rate 
t e rese e  rus int  ri ura s e e t ra  r s  
ensurin  t eir i a  re resenta n an  ri ts

 n er t e a e re a i ita n r ra  n y an  
ere a ate  r t e ast at   re u ees

What were the challenges faced by the Reang 
community?
 e ru re u ees a e  nu er us a en es  

t  in t e a s an  as t ey na i ate t e r ess  
re a i ita n
1. Basic Needs  A ess t  ean ater  a e uate  

an  ea t are re aine  a si ni ant a en e in 
the relief camps.

2. Education  u a na  a i i es in t e a s ere 
i ite  affe n  i ren s ri t t  e u a n an  

their future prospects.

3. Identity and Citizenship  e urin  ia  u ents 
an  re ni n a  een a ur e r any ru 

e e  i a n  t eir a ess t  ern ent 
s e es an  ene ts

4. Integration  e r ess  inte ra n  int  t e a  
uni es  ri ura ses s i - u tura  an  

economic challenges.
5. Sustainable Livelihoods  Crea n  sustaina e 

i e i  rtuni es r t e ru e e is ri a  
st are a ust e  t  u  u a n  i  is 

n t ia e in t eir urrent a ns  ne essita n  
a na  trainin  an  e y ent rtuni es

5.  ALLIANCE FOR GLOBAL GOOD-GENDER 
EQUITY AND EQUALITY LAUNCH BY INDIA
1. r  -  January 2024  r  n i  ru s 

annua  ee n  e  at a s  it er an
2. n ia ar i ate  in t e s irit  “Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam”.
3. India ann un e  a ne  a ian e r a   

en er uity an  ua ity at t e ee n
a. t ai s t  rin  t et er a  est ra es  

ster n e e s arin  an  a ra t 
in est ents in ey areas su  as en s 

ea t  e u a n  an  enter rise  
b. t ui s n it ents  20 ea ers  

e ara n an  n ia s e i a n t  en-
e  e e ent  

c. u rte  y i  an  e in a ates un a n  
an  an re  y C n e era n  n ian 
n ustry Centre r en ea ers i   

d.  i  e a ‘Network Partner’ an  n est n ia 
an ‘Institutional Partner’.

6.  PRAKARAM DIWAS 2024
1. A r ss n ia  January 23 is n t ust a ate  it s a 

national celebration  ara ra  i as  ar in  t e 
birth anniversary  t e e en ary ree  ter  
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

2. e is a e  “Netaji”, i  eans res e te  ea er  
e ause  is str n  eter ina n an  a r r e in 

n ia s n e en en e e ent
 Key Events:
1. Bharat Parv Launch: A - ay e ent y t e Ministry of 

Tourism t  s  n ia s i erse u ture
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2. Award Announcement: u as  C an ra se Aa a 

ra an an uras ar-2024  re ni in  e e ent 
r  in Disaster Management  as ann un e

Parakram Diwas: Understanding Its Significance
1. Start: e an in 202  t  n r eta i u as C an ra 

se s irt ay
2. Meaning: ara ra  means courage  t re e ts 

eta i s ra ery in n  r n ia s ree
Celebrations: e  y t e inistry  Cu ture  it in es 

any a i es t at re e er eta i s r e in t e 
ree  stru e

3. Special Events: n u es er r an es  e i i ns  
an  ta s a ut eta i an  t e A a  in  au

4. Memorial: A ran  statue  eta i as a e  near 
n ia ate in e  e i in 2022  re a in  an ear ier 

hologram.

Key Facts: -
1. n  e te er  2022 ri e inister re ea e  a 

2 - t-ta  statue  eta i u as C an ra se 
near n ia ate in e  e i

2. is statue re a e  a ra   eta i ut 
t ere n January 2  2022 t n rs eta i s 2 t  

irt ay
3. is i  statue  a e  a  ranite  t  2 000 

urs t  a e y an  t as reate  y Arun 
ira  an  is tea

4. e ri e inister r ise  t is ranite statue 
ear ier in 2022  t s ne  n ia s ta est an a e 
statues.

5. e ranite a e r  a a  e an ana

Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar: 
e ni in  er es in isaster ana e ent

1. Purpose:  n r in i i ua s an  r ani a ns r 
t eir r  in isaster ana e ent

2. Administered By: a na  isaster ana e ent 
Aut rity A

3. Award Details: Ann un e  n 2 r  January each year 
it  a as  ri e s   a s r an r ani a n  s  
 a s r an in i i ua

4. Eligibility: en t  n ian na na s an  r ani a ns 
r in  in ari us isaster ana e ent areas

5. SCBAPP2024 Winner: e 0 ara ute ie  
s ita  ar ra es  r its utstan in  e i a  

ai  urin  isasters i e t e ara an  s an  
e a  art ua e

7.  75th REPUBLIC DAY 
1. is year  n ia is e e ra n  its th Republic Day 

it  a s e ia  us n en s ar i a n  e 
ara e  e  n arta ya at  n January 2 th, has 

t e t e e Viksit Bharat  e e e  n ia  an  
Bharat - Loktantra ki Matruka  n ia as t e t er 

 e ra y
2. r t e first time, women lead the parade.
3. The French President, Emmanuel Macron, was 

the chief guest  si ni yin  t e str n  n ia- ran e 
re a ns i  ran e ntri utes t  t e ara e it  a 

ar in  n n ent  a an  an  ar i a n in t e 
y- ast it  n ian Air r e anes

4. e e u i  ay  2024 ara e eatures 2  ta eau  
r  ifferent states  uni n territ ries  an  

ern ent e art ents  s asin  n ia s u tura  
i ersity an  a ie e ents
 A i na y  t e inistry  Cu ture is ays 

‘Anant Sutra - The Endless Thread  an e i it  
00 sarees r  a r ss n ia

 e inistry  e en e re ease  a 
e ra e in an  sta  t  ar  t is 

s e ia  th Republic Day.
 India’s Republic Day ar s t e adoption of its 
Constitution on January 26, 1950  turnin  t e na n 
into a self-governing, democratic republic. Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad, the first President  n ia  raise  t e n ian a  

urin  t e rst e u i  ay e e ra n  si na in  n ia s 
a i ity t  se its n ern ent

What is Republic Day?
a. Definition: e u i  ay is a a r national 

celebration in n ia  t ar s t e ay en n ia s 
C ns tu n as a ie  an  t e untry e a e a 

ete y se - ernin  re u i
b. Enactment of the Constitution: On January 26, 1950, 

t e C ns tu n  n ia a e int  effe t  is as 
a i  ste  e ause it eant t at n ia as n  a 

untry erne  y ru es a e y n ians  n t y 
ri s  a s

c. Significance: is ay is i rtant e ause it 
re resents t e ent n ia tru y aine  u  ntr  

 its n a s an  ern ent
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Why Celebrate on January 26?: Historical 
Significance of the Date:
a. Purna Swaraj Day: January 2  as ri ina y 

e e rate  as Purna Swaraj Day sin e 0  is 
as t e ay en t e n ian a na  C n ress  a 

ey arty in t e in e en en e e ent  e are  
ete in e en en e urna ara  r  ri s  

rule.
b. Connection to the Constitution: en n ia as 

sin  a ay t  start its ne  C ns tu n  January 
2  as i e  t  n r t is ist ri  e ara n  
in e en en e

Historical Background of Republic Day: India’s 
Journey to Its Own Constitution:
a. Independence Without a Constitution: en n ia 

e a e in e en ent n Au ust  4  it i n t 
i e iate y a e its n ns tu n  nstea  it 
use  t e ern ent  n ia A t  a a  a e 

urin  ri s  ru e  as its ain a
b. Creating the Constitution:  ui  a ns tu n 

suita e r n ia  a s e ia  i ee as r e  
is i ee s  as t  reate a set  ru es an  

a s t at u  ui e  n ia u  e erne
c. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Role: r   A e ar  n n 

as t e at er  t e n ian C ns tu n  e  t is 
i ee  is r  as ru ia  in s a in  t e a s 

an  rin i es t at u  ern n ia

The Making of the Constitution
1. Drafting the Constitution:

a. Formation of the Drafting Committee: In August 
4  t e C ns tuent Asse y  i  as 

res nsi e r ri n  t e C ns tu n  r e  
a ra in  C i ee  r   A e ar as 
a inte  as t e C air an  t is C i ee

b. Diverse Inputs: e C i ee at ere  i eas 
an  in uts r  ari us s ur es  in u in  

ns tu ns  t er untries  t  a e sure 
t e n ian C ns tu n as re ensi e an  
suite  t  n ia s nee s

2. The Process of Drafting:
a. Debates and Discussions: e C ns tuent 

Asse y a  any is ussi ns an  e ates  
e ers  t e Asse y a e r  ifferent 

arts  n ia  re resen n  ari us interests an  
ers e es

b. Final Draft: A er a ut t  years  r  t e 
na  ra   t e C ns tu n as re are  

is u ent ut ine  t e ri ts an  u es  
i ens  t e ra e r  r ernan e  an  t e 

ers  t e ern ent
3.  Adoption and Enactment:

a. Adoption: e C ns tuent Asse y a te  
t e C ns tu n n e er 2  4  is ay 
is a s  ser e  as C ns tu n ay in n ia

b. Enactment: u  a te  in e er 
4  t e C ns tu n a e int  u  effe t n 

January 2  0  is as t  n r t e ist ri a  
si ni an e  January 2  as urna ara  ay

Significance of the Constitution:
1.  A Sovereign Democratic Republic:

a. Sovereignty: e C ns tu n ar e  t e 
e innin   n ia as a s erei n state  ree r  

colonial rule.
b. Democracy: t esta is e  n ia as a e ra  

untry ere i ens u  a e t e er t  
e e t t eir ea ers

2. Fundamental Rights and Duties:
a. Rights: e C ns tu n uarantees un a enta  

ri ts t  a  i ens  ensurin  e ua ity  ree  
an  us e

b. Duties: t a s  ays n u es r i ens  
e asi in  t e i rtan e  ein  res nsi e 
an  ntri u n  t  t e na n s e are

3.  Guiding Principles:
a. Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity: ese 

are t e re a ues ens rine  in t e rea e 
 t e C ns tu n  ui in  t e na n an  its 

i ens

Republic Day Celebrations:
1. Pre-Parade Events:

a. Starting Date: e e e ra ns e in n January 
2  in i in  it  ara ra  i as  i  

e rates t e irt  anni ersary  eta i 
u as  C an ra se

b. President’s Address: n t e e e  e u i  ay  
t e resi ent  n ia e i ers an a ress t  t e 
na n  i i n  a ie e ents  a en es  
an  isi ns r t e uture
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2.  Wreath-Laying at Amar Jawan Jyoti:

a. Tribute to the Fallen Soldiers: Early on Republic 
ay  t e ri e inister ays a e t  t e 

s iers  a e sa ri e  t eir i es r t e 
untry at t e A ar Ja an Jy  a ar e ria

3. Flag Unfurling and Parade:
a. Unfurling the National Flag: e e e ra ns 

at a at  n  arta ya at  in e  e i 
en e it  t e resi ent un ur in  t e 

a na  a  e  y t e a na  Ant e  
an  a 2 - un a ute

b. The Republic Day Parade: e ara e is a is ay 
 n ia s i itary stren t  u tura  i ersity  an  

te n i a  a an e ents  t in u es
I. ar in  n n ents r  t e Ar e  r es 

an  ara i itary r es
II. a eau  r  ifferent states an  ern ent 

e art ents
III. er r an es y  ar sts an  s  

i ren
4. The Main Attractions of the Parade:

a. Cultural Tableaux: ese ta eau  s ase 
t e u tura  erita e an  s ia  an  e n i  

r ress  ari us states an  uni n territ ries
b. Fly-Past: e ara e n u es it  a s e ta u ar 

y- ast y t e n ian Air r e  is ayin  ari us 
air ra  r a ns

Post-Parade Events:
1. Award Ceremonies:

a. Padma and Gallantry Awards: n t e e enin  
t e resi ent n ers t e a a A ar s r 
e e na  an  is n uis e  ser i e  an  

a antry A ar s r ra ery  t  t e eser in  
in i i ua s

2. Beating Retreat Ceremony:
a. Date and Venue: e  n January 2  at i ay 

C  e  e i
b. Significance: is ere ny ar s t e ia  

en   e u i  ay e e ra ns  i itary 
an s er r  rea n  a s e n an  atri  

atmosphere.

Special Highlights of the 75th Republic Day:
1.   Themes for 2024:

A. i sit arat  an  arat  tantra i 
atru a  ese t e es re e t t e i ea  

n ia as a e e e  na n an  t e t er  
e ra y

2.   Women-Centric Parade:
A. asis n s asin  en s ntri u ns 

in ari us e s  in u in  t e ar e  r es
3.   International Participation:

A. e ara e eature  ar i a n r  ran e  
i i n  t e str n  i a  es et een 

n ia an  ran e

Special Aspects of the 75th Republic Day 
Celebrations:
1.   A Women-Centric Parade:

A. Highlighting Women’s Role: e 2024 ara e 
n ta y use  n t e ntri u ns  en 
in ari us e s  in u in  t e ar e  r es an  
cultural sectors.

B. Unique Features: is in u e  a - en 
n n ents  en- e  usi a  er r an es  

an  s asin  a ie e ents  en in 
ifferent s eres

2.  French Participation:
A. International Collaboration: A si ni ant eature 

 t e 2024 ara e is t e ar i a n  ren  
i itary n n ents an  an s  e asi in  t e 

str n  n  et een n ia an  ran e
B. Joint Air Show: ren  an  n ian air r es 

a rate  r t e y- ast  s asin  i itary 
era n et een t e t  untries

3.  Farmers as Special Guests:
A. Honoring Agriculture: In a unique gesture, 

ar ers ere s e ia  uests at t e ara e  
re e n  t e ern ent s us n a ri u tura  

e e ent an  ar er e are
B. Representation: ar ers r  ari us ar ers 

r u ers r anisa ns s  an  ene iaries 
of agricultural schemes were present.

Cultural and Commemorative Events:
1. Tableaux and Performances:

A. Diverse Themes: a eau  r  ifferent 
states an  inistries  e i te  n ia s u tura  
ri ness  te n i a  a an e ents  an  s ia  
a ie e ents
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B. Cultural Troupes:  an e r u s r  ari us 

states  er r e  s asin  re i na  art r s
2. Textile Installation ‘Anant Sutra – The Endless Thread’:

A. Tribute to Indian Textiles: is insta a n 
is aye  a ast array  n ian sarees  e e ra n  

t e ri  te e erita e  n ia
3. Commemorative Coin and Stamp:

A. e ria i in  t e asi n  e inistry  
e en e  re ease  s e ia  e ra e ins 

an  sta s in n r  t e t  e u i  ay
4. National School Band Competition:

A. n a in  t e ut  is e n ai e  t  
ster a sense  na na  ri e an  unity a n  

s  i ren
 Raksha Rajya Mantri  gave away the best marching 
contingents and tableaux awards for the Republic Day 
Parade on January 30, 2024. 
 e ers n ann un e  t  sets  resu ts r t e 

e u i  ay ara e 2024  ne u e  y a ane  an  
an t er e i e  y u i  n  n y  e raise  a  
t e inners  ree ane s  u es ere ns tute  r  
re ie in  t e er r an es  t e ar in  C n n ents 
r  t e er i es  ar in  C n n ents r  Centra  

Ar e  i e r es CA t er au i iary r es  an  
ta eau  r  tates ni n errit ries an  inistries

e art ents  e inners ere sen ase  n t ese 
u es  e a ua ns

1. Best Marching Contingent among the three Services 
 e i ent C n n ent

2. Best Marching Contingent among CAPF/other 
auxiliary forces e i i e en ar in  
C n n ent

3. Top Three Tableaux (States/UTs): First – is a 
an er ent in i sit arat  Second – 

u arat r   A a  n  u arat s r er 
uris  Third  a i  a u u a ai yste  in 

an ient a i  a u  t er  e ra y
4. Best Tableau (Ministries/Departments) inistry  

Cu ture  arat  t er  e ra y  tantra 
i atru a

5. Special Prize: a  Central Public Works Department 
Centra  ista  i sit arat a ra i   ‘Vande 

Bharatam’ Dance Group

 n a i n t  t e a e  an n ine  na e  te 
r y ur a urite a eau at e u i  ay 2024  as 
n u te  n y  r  2 t  January 2024 t  2 t  

January 2024  r t e i ens t  te r t eir a urite 
a eau  r  tates s an  inistries e art ents 

an  a s  a n st t e ar in  n n ents t  se e t 
t e est r  er i es as e  as C s  t er au i iary 

r es as u ar i e ate ry  e resu ts in t e 
u ar i e ate ry are as un er

1. Best Marching Contingent among the Three Services 
a utana i es e i enta  ar in  C n n ent 
AJ 

2. Best Marching Contingent among CAPF/other 
auxiliary forces C  an ar in  C n n ent

3. Top Three Tableaux (States/UTs): First – u rat 
r   A a  n  u arat s r er uris  

Second  ar ra es  i sit arat a ra  
irasat  Third  An ra ra es  rans r in   
u a n in An ra ra es   a in  tu ents 

a y C e e
4. Best Tableau (Central Ministries/Departments) 

inistry  e Affairs i rant i a es
 inistry  e en e an  y  n ratu ate a  t e 

inners  t an s a  t e ar i ants r t eir ntri u ns  
an  en ura es i ens t  n nue ar i a n  in su  
uture a i es  

Other Notable Initiatives:
1. Vande Bharatam 3.0:

a na  an e C e n  A a r  r s asin  
tra i na  an  nte rary an e r s  it  se e te  

er r an es eature  in t e ara e
2. Veer Gatha 3.0:

r e t r  tu ents  An ini a e t  e u ate 
stu ents a ut t e ra ery an  sa ri es  n ian ar e  
forces personnel.
3. Bharat Parv:
Ce e ra n at e  rt  r ani e  y t e inistry  

uris  it in u es is ays  e u i  ay ta eau  
u tura  er r an es  an   urts re resen n  
uisines r  a r ss n ia

4. Parakram Diwas:
n rin  eta i u as  C an ra se  ari us e ents 

at e  rt  in u in  i t an  s un  s s  ays  an  
an e er r an es ase  n is i e
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Importance of Republic Day
1. Reflecting Our Belief in Democracy: Republic Day 

s s  u  e e ie e in e ra y an  
i rtant a ues i e airness  ree  e ua ity  an  

ein  t et er  is ay re in s us t  ee  r in  
ar  r ur untry an  t  a ays res e t t ese 

i rtant a ues
2. Showing Our Unity in Diversity: e i  ara e an  

u tura  e ents n e u i  ay s   ri  an  
i erse n ia s u tures  an ua es  an  tra i ns 

are  is e e ra n  ifferent u tures s s 
 str n  an  unite  e are as a untry  t rin s 

e e r  a  ifferent a r un s t et er
3. Sending Messages to the World: On Republic Day, 

we also show how strong our military is with a big 
ara e  e in ite uests r  t er untries an  

ta  t  t e e ia r  ar un  t e r  is e s 
us a e rien s it  t er untries an  s s 
e ery ne  i rtant n ia is in t e r

4. Inspiring Everyone  e u i  ay is a s  a reat 
chance to teach people, especially young people, 
a ut ur untry s ist ry an  at ur C ns tu n 
says  Ce e ra n  t is ay a es us ee  r u   ur 

untry an  en ura es us t  r  t et er t  a e 
ur untry e er  t ins ires us t    t in s r 

our country.

Conclusion
 e u i  ay is a ery i rtant ay r n ia  t is 
t e ay en e re e er  n ia e a e a re u i  

an  en e starte  usin  ur C ns tu n  is ay 
re in s us  ur urney t  e e a untry ere t e 

e e are in ar e  t s a ay t  t in  a ut at e 
a e ne e  an  t   r ar  t  a in  ur untry 

e en e er  e e e rate t is ay y re e erin  t e 
i rtant i eas in ur C ns tu n  i e e ra y  
airness  ree  e ua ity  an  ein  t et er as a 

na n

8.  RAM MANDIR: CONSECRATION EVENT
1. n January 22  2024  e ran ra s t a 

(CONSECRATION)  t e i  at Ay ya s a  
te e as er r e
a. e asi  eanin   ran ra s t a is i in  

i e t  t e i  t is t e a t i  trans r s an 
i  int  a eity  i in  it t e a a ity t  a e t 

rayers an  rant ns
b. e r ess  t e ran ra s t a is en ne  

in t e e as an  e a rate  u n in ari us 
uranas  su  as atsya uran  a an uran  
ara  uran  et

c. ran ra s t a an e e  r t  chalitmoorti 
use  i s t at an e e  a ut  an

d. sthirmoorti te e i s t at n e e  re ain 
s

2. C in i e  it  India’s 75th year as a e u i  an  
the commencement of the Amrit kaal.

3.  aren ra i ie s it as t e e innin   a ne  
e eri  a ‘new kaal chakra.’

Ram Janmabhoomi Movement Timeline:
Early History
 (1751-1856):

Mid-19th Century 
Conflicts (1855-1856):

Early Legal Battles 
(1858-1949):

Post-Independence 
Escalation  (1949-1989):

Movement Intensifies  
(1983-1992):

 arat a 
a e ts t  
gain control 

 
 irst re r e  

is ute 22

 i ent 
as  in us ain 
ntr  

 A a  n a  
Janmabhoomi 
re e e  

 A ainst in u 
ritua s 

 Permission for 
Ram temple 

enie  

 e e r sa  i  
a e ent  a r 

is ute 4
 in u a asa a 

res u n 
i era n   site

 e a  an  i a  
a ns it  
consequences

 Appeal for return of religious 
sites 

  aun es i era n  
e ent 4

 a ri as i  un e is ute 
intensi es 

 J  a e y su rts te e 
e ent 

 un a n- ayin  ere ny e

Features of Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir
Feature Description

1. Architectural Style e esi n s t e Māru-Gurjara architecture style of the Nagara sty e  re a ent 
in n rt ern n ia

2. Dimension Length east- est  380 feet, Width  250 feet, Height  161 feet
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3. Design e Sompura family  esi ne  t e a  an ir in  
it  e er se in te e ar ite ture  t ey e reate  er 00 te es r i e  

in u in  t e a us Somnath temple.
4. ui in  ateria s a) Bansi Paharpur Pink Sandstone r  a ast an s arat ur istri t r t e ain 

structure.
b) Granite stones in t e int s r a r ust un a n
c) White Makrana marble an  re  ar e r intri ate in ay r
d) Teakwood u i e  r te e rs
e) e ia  ri s ins ri e  it  “Shri Ram” use  ese ri s  a e  a  i as  

sy i e a  etu st nes
f) t er ateria s in u e Shaligram Rock, copper plates, gold, and Ashtdhatu.

5. un ary a s urr un in  a  in uen e  y Dravida style te es  e i i n  a y ri  ara teris
6. an a as ritya an a  an  an a  a a an a  rat ana an a  an  irtan an a
7. ni ue C nstru n ra i na  et s u i e  a i in  stee  r ir n r sustaina i ity

Temple Complex Features:
Feature Description

ar ta a a) e tan u ar un  a  
surr un in  t e te e

b) en t  2 eters  i t  4 eet
A i na  
e es

a) 4 rner te es e i ate  t  
urya e  e i a a  anes  

a an  an  r  i a
b) rt ern ar  e e  aa 

Annapurna.
c) ut ern ar  e e  r  

anu an
d) ist ri  e  na e  ita  

nearby.
r se  
e es

a) e es anne  r a aris i 
as is t a  a i i  is a itra  

A astya  is a  a  e i A i ya  
an  ata a ri

b) est ra n  an ient r  i a 
te e at u er i a

c) nsta a n  r n e i   Jatayu
Infrastructure a) Sewage treatment plant, water 

treat ent ant  re ser i e  
in e en ent er sta n

b) i ri s a i ity Centre r 2 000 
e e  in u in  e i a  an  -

er a i i es
c) e arate  it  at in  area  

as r s  as asin  an  en 
taps.

i tnin  
r te n

a) nsta a n  200 A i t arrest-
ers t  re ent i tnin  a a e

u a na  
Center

a) useu  s asin  ar a ts re-
ate  t  r  a  an  t e a aya-

na.
i e Ca su e a) a e  2 000 eet un er r un  e-

neath the temple.
b) Contains copper plate with infor-

a n n t e te e  r  a a  
an  Ay ya

art ua e 
Resistance

a  e e esi ne  t  it stan  
eart ua es  es ate  a e  
2500 years.

s an  e a) s a e r  0 i i n-year-
 a i ra  s r  an a i 

i er  e a
b) e  a e  As ta atu  i -

er  C er  in  ea  in  r n  
er ury

c) e  ei s 2 00  au i e u  t  
 

Understanding Nagara Style Temple Architecture
1. Basic Elements of Hindu Temple Architecture

a) Garbhagriha: Small room housing the principal 
eity ei es

b) Mandapa: ntran e a  r ere  area r 
gatherings.

c) Shikhara: erin  s ire a e t e san tu  
sanctorum.
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d) Vahana: unt  t e ain eity a e  in 

ine  si t r  ar a ri a

2. Distinctive Features of Nagara Style
a)  Upraised Platform: e es nstru te  n an 

e e ate  a r  a e  Jagati.
b)  Mandapas ate  in r nt  t e te e  en 

e rate  it  t e i est i ara
c) The shikhara er t e an a as in t e i tures 

 t e Ay ya a  te e an e seen a in  a 
s uare ase  an  a re inear ut ine

d) is is a e  t e phamsana-style s i ara  
e) te t at t e an a a s i ara ri t at t e 

entrance has an octagonal base.
3. Comparison with Khajuraho Temple

a) i i ari es it  a ara sty e ser e  in t e 
Vishwanath temple at a ura

b) ta e rese an e in t e esi n  t e ain 
i aras  t  te es

c) t  eature ur e  yra i a  i aras en in  
in a ri nta  is  a e  Amalaka t e  it  a 
Kalasha  n n as Latina-style Shikhara.

Significance of Ram Mandir
1. Religious Fulfillment: e te e s nstru n 

u s a n stan in  s iritua  as ira n  in us  
in  i ense re i i us si ni an e

2. Cultural Preservation: Ay ya s r un  
nne n t  t e a ayana un ers res t e 

te e s r e in reser in  an  n rin  n ia s ri  
cultural heritage.

3. Economic Boost: e a  an ir as t e ten a  t  
ata y e e n i  r t  enera n  e y ent 

rtuni es an  s n  t uris  t ere y sterin  
a  e e ent

4. Religious Harmony: es u n  t e Ay ya 
is ute an  t e te e s nstru n u  a e 

t e ay r re i i us ar ny  ten a y i a n  
e a es- n  tensi ns et een in us an  us i s

5. Charitable Endeavors: A n  as a entra  u  t e 
te e ay ea  t e r t   arita e ins tu ns 
i e s s an  s ita s  en an in  unity 

welfare.
6. Infrastructure Development: e te e s 

nstru n is ise  t  ri e t e e e ent 
 essen a  in rastru ture su  as r a s  ita  r 

a a n  i ri  in u  an  sterin  re i na  
progress.

Conclusion
 e inau ura n  t e a  an ir in Ay ya 
si ni es t e res u n  ne  t e est an  is utes 
in in e en ent n ia

9.   WEST BENGAL NOTIFIED STATE DAY & 
STATE SONG

1. e ent y  est en a  ern ent n es Poila 
Boisakh  t e rst ay  t e en a i e  ear  as 

tate ay an  Banglar Mati Banglar Jal ri en y 
a in ranat  a re  as tate n

2. i a isa  is an i rtant es a  e e rate  y 
en a i uni es a r ss est en a  ri ura  

J ar an  an  Assa
• n 202  it as e e rate  n A ri  t

3. ar ier  ern r C  Anan a se a s  ser e  
June 20 as Paschim Banga Dibas, triggering a war of 

r s it  t e tate ern ent
• On June 20, 1947 t e en a  e is a e 

Asse y e  a ee n  t  e i e i  t e en a  
resi en y u  stay it  n ia r a istan  r 
e i i e  a in  t e in u a rity istri ts 

stayin  it  n ia as est en a  an  t e 
us i  a rity areas r in  ast a istan
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10.   Classical language status to ‘Bangla’ 
 e ent y  est en a s C ie  inister raise  t e 

e an  t  r i e assi a  an ua e status t  an a  

an  see in  na na  air status t  t e an asa ar e a

Why Bengali needs to be recognized as classical 

language?

1. en a i e e s ri  erita e an  u ture an e 

tra e  a  t  an ient es  ase  n s ien  

resear  it as een esta is e  t at en a i 

an ua e a  its origin from almost 2,500 years.

2. A art r  ein  t e ia  an ua e  est en a  

an  t e 2nd most spoken language in India, it is also 

the 7th most spoken language in the world.

Classical Languages and Criteria for Declaration:

1. Current y  n y  an ua es en y t e C assi a  

an ua e status in n ia na e y Tamil (declared 

in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada (2008), Telugu 

(2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014).

2. Criteria for Declaration:

a) i  treasure  its ear y te ts re r e  ist ry 

er a eri   at east 1500-2000 years

b) A y  an ient iterature te ts  i  is 

nsi ere  a valuable heritage y enera ns  

s ea ers

c) e literary tradition should be original an  n t 

rr e  r  an t er s ee  unity

Benefits given to the classical languages:

1. International Awards:  a r annua  interna na  

a ar s are r i e  t  e inent s ars in assi a  

n ian an ua es

2. Centres of Excellence: Establishing Centres of 

e en e r t e stu y  C assi a  an ua es

3. University Grants Commission (UGC): Crea n  

r essi na  C airs r C assi a  an ua es in Centra  

ni ersi es

4. Research Project Funding: ni ersity rant 

C issi n C  a ar s resear  r e ts t  

r te an  stu y C assi a  an ua es

Gangasagar Mela

 About Gangasagar Mela:
1. It is second largest human gathering globally, 

in  u  e a
2. It is an annual event t at in i es it  a ar 

an ran
3. t ta es a e at Sagar Island, West Bengal.
4. e i ri s ta e a i  in t e an a urin  t e sa re  

e ent an  isit t e te e e i ate  t  Kapil Muni.

Historical Roots:
1. t as re eren es in n ian e i s i e Ramayana and 

Mahabharata.
2. t ra es e isten e a  t  ar un  400 BCE.

Kapil Muni: A Vedic Sage
1. un er  t e Samkhya system  n ian i s y
2. i e  ar un  t e 6th century C.E.

3. e as een es ri e  as an incarnation of Vishnu in 
the Puranas.

4. e is ren ne  r tea in  bhakti yoga r i era n  

Sagar Island 
1. estern st is an  in t e Ganges-Brahmaputra 

delta.
2. si ne  at t e mouth of the Hugli (Hooghly) River.
3. e arate  r  t e ain an  y an ar   t e u i 

i er t  t e east

Benefits of National Fair Status:
1. Official Recognition: e air ains ia  re ni n 

r  t e ern ent as a si ni ant an  u tura y 
i rtant e ent

2. Government Support: e air ay re ei e nan ia  
an  is a  su rt r  t e ern ent t  
en an e its r ani a n an  in rastructure.
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3. Promotion of Cultural Heritage: a na  air status i i ts t e air s u tura  an  ist ri a  si ni an e  

r n  t e u tura  erita e ass iate  it  t e e ent
4. Tourist Attraction: e esi na n an a ra t re t urists an  isit rs  t  na na y an  interna na y

Some other important fairs/Melas

Mela Name Frequency/Rotation Location(s) Special Features

Kumbh Mela
ery 2 years  r tates 

between sites
A a a a  ari ar  

ain  as i
ar est re i i us at erin  

r tates a ns

Pushkar Mela Annual us ar  a ast an
ar est a e  an  i est  

fair

Hemis Gompa Fair Annual
a a  Ja u an  
as ir

Ce e rate  at e is n-
astery

11.   STUDY ON CHILD MARRIAGE IN INDIA: 
LANCET

 A re ent stu y n i  arria e in n ia u is e  in 

the Lancet n te  t e era  e rease in i  arria e 

a r ss t e untry ut inte  ut t at ur tates  

mainly Bihar (16.7%), West Bengal (15.2%), Uttar 

Pradesh (12.5%), and Maharashtra (8.2%) a unte  r 

re t an a   t e t ta  ea unt ur en  i  

marriages in girls.

Child Marriage

1. C i  arria e re ers t  any formal marriage or 

informal union between a child under the age of 18 

and an adult or another child.

2. es ite a stea y e ine in t is ar u  ra e 

er t e ast e a e  i  arria e re ains 

i es rea  it  a r i ate y ne in e ir s 

arrie  in i  a r ss t e e

What are the key findings of the Lancet report?

1. India – 1 in 5 girls are s  arrie  e  legal 

marriage age.

2. Skewed achievements  e tates a e a ie e  

ra ati  e reases i e t er states i e est 

en a  a e stru e

3. West Bengal – It has the largest absolute increase 

in headcount representing an increase of 32.3% in 

headcount with over 5,00,000 more girls getting 

married as children.

4. Prevalence of Child Marriages State Wise:
A i  ear 200 Present 

Bihar 9.3% 16.7%

West Bengal 13.6% 15.2%

Uttar Pradesh 8.9% 12.5%

Impacts of Child Marriage
1. End of Childhood: C i  arria e is a a  r e  

an  is un e  y erty  t a ru t y en s a 
y s ir s i  us in  t e  int  a u t  

e re t ey are ysi a y an  enta y re are
• C i  arria e ea s i  r s t  r  

ut  s  an  en se e r - ayin  s 
t  r i e r t eir a i ies

2. Violation of Human Rights: nite  a ns C i ren s 
un  C  ate ri es i  arria e as a u an 

ri ts i a n ue t  its a erse i a ts n t e 
e e ent  t  ir s an  ys  

3. Maternal and Child Health Implications: e a erse 
i a t  i  arria e e ten s t  aterna  an  

i  ea t
• C i  ri es en e e re nant urin  

a es en e  en t e ris   i a ns 
urin  re nan y an  i irt  in reases

• e ra e an a s  is ate ir s r  a i y 
an  rien s  ta in  a ea y t  n t eir enta  
health.

Initiatives to Tackle Child Marriage
1. r i i n  C i  arria e A t  200  C A
2. e  a a  e  a a   s e e
3. a na  C issi n r r te n  C i  i ts 

C C
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4. r te n  C i ren r  e ua  ffen es C

Act 2012.
5. C

Way Forward
1. i i e political will at t  state an  na na  

e e s t  ri ri e t e era i a n  i  arria e 
t r u  e is a e easures

2. Conduct social campaigns in in  a  sta e ers 
in u in  an ayats  s s an  a  uni es 
an  it ut a i a  i  t  en r e t e e is n  
a s t e situa n at t e rass r ts i  n t i r e 

as ra i y as it as in t er arts  t e untry
3. Promote a culture of reporting and transparency by 

re u ar y u a n  an  r i in  etai e  in r a n 
n i  arria e ases un er C A 200

• a i itate a re ensi e re ie   C A 200  
t  i en y es an  areas r i r e ent 
in enforcement.

4. Empower girls with information  s i s  an  su rt 
net r s r in rease  aut n y an  e isi n-

a in

12.   WORLD’S TALLEST STATUE OF BR 
AMBEDKAR

1. n January  2024 r s ta est statue   A e ar 
‘Statue of Social justice’ as un ei e  in i aya a a  
An ra ra es  

2. It is a 206-foot Bronze Statue  r   A e ar 
an  is ne  t e t  0 ta est statues in t e r

3. ui t r  400 tonnes of steel, the statue of social 
us e is a ete r e t un er t e a e in 
n ia  ini a e

Other important Statues 
1. Statue of Unity A A  A A A  A   
2. tatue  ua ity y era a s a s a a  

e an ana  a anu a   
3. tatue  e ie  at ara  a ast an  r  i a

13.  AWARDS/PERSONALITIES
A. NATIONAL SPORTS AND ADVENTURE AWARDS 2023

1. n January 2024 resi ent r u a i ur u 
resente  t e a na  rts an  A enture 

A ar s  202

• e a ar s are given annually t  re ni e 
an  re ar  e e en e in s rts  i i t 
e tra r inary er r an e at t e na na  
an  interna na  e e e ents  
en ura e s rts ans i  an  r te 
na n- ui in  y rea n  a sense  
na na  ri e an  unity in a untry as 

i erse as n ia
• e a ar s are a inistere  y t e inistry 

 ut  Affairs  rts  ern ent  
n ia

2. e 6 categories  t e a na  rts A ar s 
are
I. a r yan C an  e  atna A ar

II. Ar una A ar
III. r na arya A ar
IV. a r yan C an  A ar
V. au ana A u  a a  A a  r in  r y  a s  

a e  t e A A r y  an
VI. as triya e  r tsa an uras ar

 *  Since 2004, the Tenzing Norgay National 
Adventure Award has also been given out along 
with the 6 National Sports Awards.

Details of awards included in the event
I. Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award-2023

1. n ia s i est s r n  n r  ns tute  in 
2  

2. t as een na e  a er t e ey e en  a r 
yan C an  0

3. e a ar  is n erre  annua y y t e inistry 
 ut  Affairs an  rts

4. i en r utstan in  er r an es er 4 years
5. 2023 awardees- Asian a int n  e a ist 

pair Chirag Chandrashekhar Shetty and Satwik 
Sai Raj.

II. Arjuna Award-2023
1. 2n - i est s r n  n ur esta is e  in 

• ta e t as n ia s i est s r n  
n ur e re t e e  atna a e int  

being.
2. A ar e  r nsistent  er r an e er 

4 years.
3. inners re ei e a statuette of Arjuna, a 

er ate  an  a as  ri e
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4. Some of the 2023 recipients- a e  a i 

ri et  ris an a a ur at a  ey  
Ais ary rata  in  ar s n

III. Dronacharya Award-2023
1. e r na arya A ar  ins tute  in  is 

n ia s i est s rts n ur r a es
2. e a ar  rises  

a) A r n e statue e  r na arya  
b) A s r   n ur an  
c) Cash component of Rs.500,000

List of recipients

Dronacharya Award 
Regular Category

Dronacharya Award 
Lifetime Category

anes  ra a ar 
e ru ar a a a

Jas irat in  re a  

a a eer rasa  aini 
ara-at e s

as aran  a a i

a it u ar rest in Jayanta u ar us i a  
ta e tennis

 a es  ess

i en ra in  ey

 Major Dhyan Chand Award-2023
1. An t er a ar  na e  a er n ia s ey 

a i ian yan C an  t e a r yan C an  
A ar  re resents n ia s i est n ur r 
i e e a ie e ents in s rts

2. 2023 recipients  a it a e ara  a a i  
an us a an ar a int n  ineet u ar 
ar a ey

 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Trophy-2023
1. e oldest National Sports Award in n ia  t e 

au ana A u  a a  A a  MAKA  r y as 
ins tute  in 

2. e e e  t e tr y is t  r te 
e e s rts an  ysi a  tness a n st 

t e n ian e es an  uni ersi es
3. uru ana  e  ni ersity  in A ritsar 

n t e 202  au ana A u  a a  A a  A A  
r y r t e 2 t  e

• e y r essi na  ni ersity  un a  
rst runner -u  uru s etra ni ersity  

uru s etra se n  runner-u

 Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar-2023
1. A ar e  t  r anisa ns r r rates (both 

private and public) an  individuals for playing 
a r e in t e area  s rts r n an  

e e ent er t e ast 3 years, the Rashtriya 
e  r tsa an uras ar as een a ture in t e 

a na  rts A ar s ist sin e 200
2. inees are e i e  in 4 different segments

a) en a n an  nurturin   u in
young talent

b) Encouragement to sports through Corporate 
Social Responsibility

c) y ent  s rts ers ns an  s rts 
welfare measures

d) rts r e e ent
3. e e e  t e a ar  is t  en ura e 

t e in e ent  r rates  untary 
r ani a ns et  in t e r n an  
e e ent  s rts in t e untry

4. 2023 recipients  Jain ee e  t  e ni ersity  
en a uru  is a inin  C r rate i ite

* Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Awards-2022
1. ns tute  in - 4  t e National Adventure 

Awards n  n n as t e Tenzing Norgay 
National Adventure Award as resente  r 
t e year 4 in 

2. A ar  is i en in 4 categories na e y
a) an  A enture  
b) ater ea  A enture  
c) Air A enture  an  
d) i e i e A ie e ent r a enture 

a i es n an  ea  an  Air
3. A ar  in u es statue es  er ates an  a ar  

ney  s   a
4. 2023 recipients  ate s  a ita ans a  an  

ri u si C aitanya t u uri ater  ri 
Ans u u ar i ari air

B. PRADHANMANTRI RASHTRIYA BAL PURUSKAAR
1. n January  2024 t e resi ent  n ia  t  r u a i 

ur u n erre  t e ‘Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya 
Bal Puraskar’ (PMRBP)  ins tute  y t e inistry  

en an  C i  e e ent  t   i ren
• ery year  t e ern ent  n ia 

a n e es t e e e na  a ie e ents 
 i ren in t e a e r u    t   years y 
n errin  t e 
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• a  a ar ee re ei e  a e a  an  a er ate 

r  t e resi ent
2. is year s a ar ees in u e  -

a. 1 i  ea  in t e ate ries  ra ery  ien e 
 e n y an  nn a n

b. 4 in t e ate ry  ia  er i e
c. 5 in t e ate ry  rts  an
d. 7 in t e ate ry  Art  Cu ture

3. A s  Ar ia  nte i en e A  use  r t e st e in 
a na na  e e  a ar  t  sear  r eats  e e en e

Background of Child Welfare Awards
1. Previous Child Welfare Awards  e ern ent as 

a ist ry  n errin  a ar s r i  e are i  
in u e
a. a na  C i  A ar  r e na  

A ie e ents - sin e  
b. a na  C i  e are A ar n i i ua  - sin e 

c. a na  C i  e are A ar ns tu n  - sin e 

d.  a i  an i ana  e a A ar  - sin e 4
2. Introduction of PMRBP: n 20 -  t e a ar s 

ere restru ture  an  intr u e  un er t e 
na e ra an antri as triya a  uras ar  

ns i a n  a ar s in t  ate ries i en e

Award Category Criteria Recognition Components

1. Bal Shakti Puraskar 
ar ier a na  C i  

A ar

e ni n r e e na  a i i es an  
utstan in  a ie e ents in ari us e s su  as 

inn a n  s as  a ie e ents  s rts  arts  
u ture  s ia  ser i e  an  ra ery

e a  Cas  ri e  s  
00 000 -   u ers 

rt  s  0 000 - Cer ate  - 
Cita n

2. 
(i) Bal Kalyan Puraskar 

ar ier a na  C i  
e are A ar  - Individual 

Awards

i en t  in i i ua s ntri u n  si ni ant y t  
i  e e ent  i  r te n  an  i  

e are r a ini u    years  si e y 
i a n  i ren s i es

Cas  ri e  s  00 000  
Cita n  Cer ate

(ii)  Bal Kalyan Puraskar 
ar ier a na  C i  
e are A ar  - 

Institutional Awards

A ar e  t  ins tu ns e nstra n  e e na  
r  r t e e are  i ren in any e

ri e  s  00 000 -  Cita n  
Cer ate

C. JEEVAN RAKSHA PADAK SERIES OF AWARDS
1. n January 2024 e resi ent  n ia as 

a r e  t e n er ent  Jeevan Raksha 
Padak Series of Awards-2023 on 31 persons.

2. is series  a ar s are i en t  a ers n r 
erit ri us a t  u an nature in sa in  t e i e 

of a person.
3. e a ar  is i en in 3 categories  

I. ar a  Jee an a s a a a
II. a  Jee an a s a a a  

III. an  Jee an a s a a a
4. ers ns  a  a s  i e are e i i e r t ese 

a ar s  e a ar  an a s  e n erre  
posthumously.

D. OLDEST TENNIS PLAYER TO ACHIEVE THE WORLD 
NO. 1 RANKING: ROHAN BOPANNA 

1. an anna  at t e a e  4  an  0 ays  as 
e e t e est ayer t  et t e   en s 

u es ran in  it  i t ry in t e Austra ian en 
uarter- na s

2. e as two Grand Slam titles an  e A  asters 
000 t es in is n  areer

3. e as a s  re resente  n ia at t e 2012 and 2016 
editions of the Olympics.

4. anna is t e 4t  n ian a er ean er aes  a es  
u at i an  ania ir a t  ta e t e r  nu er 

 ran  in u es  A  4 are a s  t e n y n ian ran  
Slam winners.

Previous Record
1. e re i us est en s u es   as Mike 

Bryan at 41 years an   ays in 20
2. Lisa Raymond s t e re r  as t e est en s 

u es   at  in 20 2
3. anna an  en s are e ua  ran in  ints  ut 

anna i  e ran e  rst ue t  e er t urna ents 
aye  y en
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14.   US EXECUTES WITH NITROGEN GAS FOR THE 1st TIME
1. A a a a e e utes a ers n it  nitr en as  s rrin  ntr ersy er t e use  ne  et s r t e eat  

penalty.
2. e  u an ri ts ie  is rrie  a ut  e e u ns are ne  an  t is as e  t  is ussi ns a ut et er 

e s u  ee  usin  t e eat  ena ty
3. Ca ita  unis ent  a s  n n as t e eat  ena ty  is an ins tu na i e  r   unis ent erein in i i ua s 

are inten na y e e ute  r t eir a e e  is n u t

Arguments in Support of Capital Punishment Arguments against (Ethical Concerns)

1. Deterrence Effect  A ates ar ue t at t e ear  
a in  t e u ate unis ent ay eter in i i ua s 
r  i n  ein us ri es

1. Limited Deterrence: e ri s ar ue t at t ere s n t 
en u  r  t at t e eat  ena ty effe e y re ents 
ri e  it  s e stu ies s in  ini a  i a t

2. Retributive Justice: e ie  t e eat  ena ty as a 
ust res nse t  ertain ri es  e ie in  t at it ser es as 

a n  nse uen e

2. Risk of Injustice: nents ar ue t at retri u e 
us e ses a si ni ant ris   e e u n  inn ent 

in i i ua s  ea in  t  a ra e is arria e  us e
3. A Moral Imperative: u rters nten  t at a ita  

unis ent r i es a sense  sure an  sa s a n 
t  i s an  t eir a i ies

3. Emotional Toll: Cri s ar ue t at e e u ns an in i t 
se ere e na  trau a  er etua n  sufferin  rat er 
t an r i in  sure

4. Public Safety: Supporters claim that capital punishment 
ntri utes t  u i  sa ety y er anent y re in  

an er us in i i ua s r  s iety

4. Alternatives to Isolation: Opponents suggest life 
i ris n ent a ie es u i  sa ety it ut t e 
irre ersi e nature  a ita  unis ent

5. Legal Precedent: A ates su est t at t e eat  
ena ty sets a e a  re e ent e asi in  t e seri usness 
 ertain ri es  ten a y eterrin  t ers

5. Arbitrary Application: Cri s ar ue t e eat  ena ty 
is en ar itrari y a ie  in uen e  y a t rs i e ra e 
an  s i e n i  status  un er inin  t e n n  

nsistent e a  re e ent

Capital Punishment in India
1. Constitutional Validity Affirmed:

a  ta e ases in u e Ja an in  s tate  
ar ra es   a en ra rasa  s tate  
ar ra es   an  a an in  s tate 

 un a  0
 e u re e C urt a r e  t e ns tu na  

a i ity  t e eat  ena ty in t ese ases
2. Doctrine of Rarest of Rare:

a  e a an in  Case esta is e  t e trine 
of Rarest of Rare.

 is trine e s in eter inin  en t e 
eat  ena ty is an a r riate unis ent 
ase  n t e e e na  nature  t e ri e

3. Law Commission Recommendation (2015):
a  n its 2 2n  e rt in Au ust 20  t e a  

C issi n  n ia su este  t e a i n  
t e eat  ena ty r a  ri es e e t t se 
re ate  t  terr ris  an  a in  ar

 is re en a n s ar e  is ussi ns a ut 
t e s e an  a i a n  a ita  unis ent 
in n ia

Nitrogen Overview:

1. Element Position: t  in eri i  ta e  et een 
ar n an  y en

2. Biological Importance: Cru ia  r a in  a i s  A  
an  a  i in  ssues

3. Atmospheric Presence: 0   art s at s ere is 
nitrogen gas.

4. Physical Properties: C r ess  r ess  iat i  
non-metal gas.

Nitrogen Uses:

1. Industrial Applications: se  in a nia  er i er  
an  nitri  a i  r u n

2. Explosives: ey nent in e si es i e 
nitroglycerin.

3. Refrigeration: i ui  nitr en r trans rt an  
ree in

4. Biological Preservation: se  in reser in  ies 
an  i i a  sa es



ENSU
RE IA

S

0 www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

1.  TEACHINGS OF BUDDHA
 Recently, the Vice President of India e asi e  
t e si ni an e  u a s tea in s urin  is s ee  
at the 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist 
Conference for Peace (ABCP).

What are the Important Teachings of Buddha?
1. The Four Noble Truths: e ur e rut s are 

t e entra  tea in  in u is  i  e ains t e 
un a enta  nature  ur e isten e an  t e at  t  
i era n  t in u es

a. Dukkha (Suffering):  i e n es ufferin  t as 
its u s an  ns  an  e a  e erien e ain  

issa s a n  an  a en es r  t in s i e 
irt  a ein  i ness  eat  et

b. Samudaya (Cause of Suffering): e r t ause  
ur sufferin  is en ur esires an  a a ents 

i  are ne er sa s e  an  a ays an in
c. Nirodha (Cessation of Suffering): ere s a ay 

t  st  sufferin  y e n    t se esires 
an  a a ents ea in  t  inner ea e an  
ree

d. Magga (Path to the Cessation of Suffering): 
u a su este  t e e i  at  as a 
ui e t  i in  a a an e  i e

2. The Noble Eightfold Path: t is a un a enta  tea in  
in u is  resen n  a ra a  ui e t  i in  a 

es e an  u in  i e  t in u es
a. Right Understanding: n erstan  t at i e as 

a en es  an  earn a ut  t  ea  it  
them.

b. Right Intention: a e  inten ns  i e 
in ness an  assi n  an  a i  ar u  

thoughts.
c. Right Speech: ea  trut u y an  in y  an  

a i  ssi in  r sayin  t in s t at urt t ers
d. Right Action: A t in ays t at are  an  a i  

ar u  e a i urs

H.  Ethics
e. Right Livelihood: C se a  t at esn t ar  

t ers r t e r
f. Right Effort: a e an eff rt t  e a e er ers n 

an  et   un e u  a its
g. Right Mindfulness: ay a en n t  t e resent 

ent it ut u in
h. Right Concentration: ra e e ita n t  

e e  a use  an  ear in
3. The Middle Path: t tea es a an e an  era n 

in i e  a i in  e tre es
a. Avoiding Excess: is eans n t erin u in  

in easures r esires  i e erea n  r asin  
a er e essi e ateria  ea t  an  u ury

b. Avoiding Self-Denial: t a s  eans n t e ri in  
nese  e essi e y  i e t r u  e tre e as n  
r ars  as e  ra es

4. e five conducts t at are ery i rtant r a 
u ist n  in u e

a. n i en e
b. A i  tea in
c. A i  e ua  is n u t

 A i  a se ee
e. A i  nt i a n

Contemporary Relevance of Buddha’s Teachings:
1. Mindfulness  e ra e  ein  resent in t e 

ent an e  re u e stress an  i r e enta  
e - ein  r e a e  ta in  a e  ents t  

us n y ur reat  urin  a usy ay an rin  a 
sense  a  an  arity

2. Non-attachment to Material Possessions  e n  
  e essi e a a ent t  ateria  ssessi ns 

r ut es an ea  t  reater ntent ent an  
ree  r instan e  rea i in  t at a iness 

esn t s e y e en  n a in  t e atest a ets 
r a i - ayin   an ea  t  a re u in  i e

3. Environmental Awareness  u a s tea in s 
a ate r res e t an  are r t e en ir n ent  
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ra es i e re u in  aste  nser in  res ur es  

an  su r n  e - rien y ini a es a i n it  
these teachings.

4. Inter-Faith Harmony  nstea   usin  n re i i us 
ifferen es  e an e e rate ur s are  a ues  i e 
r ani in  unity e ents t at rin  e e  
ifferent ait s t et er t  unteer r a n 

cause.
5. Peaceful Conflict Resolution  at er t an res r n  

t  i en e  e an res e isa ree ents t r u  
en uni a n an  ne a n  i e is ussin  
n erns it  a rien  a y instea   ar uin  r 

n
6. Social Justice and Equality  u a s tea in s 

r te s ia  us e an  e ua ity y e asi in  t e 
in erent i nity an  rt   a  ein s  u r n  

ar ina i e  uni es an  a a n  r e ua  
rights aligns with these principles.

7. Ethical Guide for Technological Advances  C nsi erin  
t e et i a  i i a ns  ne  te n ies  su  as 
ensurin  ri a y an  airness in Ar ia  nte i en e 
syste s  i e a a n  r a s t at r te t e e s 

i ita  ri ts an  ata ri a y

Conclusion:
 u a s tea in s re ain re e ant t ay  fferin  
timeless wisdom r r n  ea e  assi n an  
et i a  i in  in a e  an  inter nne te  r

2.  GOOD SAMARITANS
 e i i  C urt state  t at in i i ua s  e  an 
un n n in ure  ers n n a u i  r a  s u  n t a e 

arass ent  is is a ase   a aritan

What is a Good Samaritan?
1. A  a aritan is a ers n  se ess y e s 

t ers in nee  en in e er en ies r es  
istress  it ut e e n  anyt in  in return

2. e ter  ri inates r  t e st ry   a aritan 
in t e i e

Stakeholders Involved:
1. Person in Need (Victim): ey ant e  an  are t  

ee  e er

2. Helper (Good Samaritan): ey ant t  assist an  e 
in

3. Authorities: ey ant t  ensure e eryt in  is 
an e  rre t y an  e ery ne is sa e

4. Community: People want to encourage helping each 
t er an  ensure e ery ne ee s sa e in  s

5. Medical Personnel:  t e ers n nee s e i a  e  
t rs an  nurses ant t  r i e are

6. Legal System: ey ant t  a e sure e eryt in  is 
air an  s t e ru es

What Factors Prevent People from Acting Like the 
Good Samaritan?
1. Fear of Legal Consequences: Someone might hesitate 

t  e  a a en ers n n t e r a  ue t  rries 
a ut ein  sue  i  t ey in ure t e ers n urt er 
while trying to assist.

2. Bystander Effect: n a r e  area  se era  e e 
itness a ar a i ent ut n y a s e er en y 

ser i es e ause ea  assu es s e ne e se i   
it.

3. Mistrust or Indifference: A ers n i t a  ast 
a e ess in i i ua  in nee   e i a  a en n 

e ause t ey n t trust t e  r ee  in ifferent t  
t eir situa n

4. Cultural and Social Barriers: A person might ignore 
a istresse  in i i ua  n t e street e ause t ey 

e r  a u ture ere it s nsi ere  ru e t  
inter ene in stran ers  affairs

5. Lack of Training or Confidence: An in i i ua  i t 
refrain from performing CPR on a stranger who has 

a se  e ause t ey n t ee  n ent in t eir 
a i ity t   it rre t y  C  Car i u nary 
resus ita n  is an e er en y r e ure t at 
in es est ressi ns an  res ue reat s  

6. Personal Safety Concerns: e ne i t a i  
rea in  u  a t et een stran ers ut  ear  
ein  ar e  t e se es

What is the Legal Provision in India for Good 
Samaritans?
1. n t e ire n  t e u re e C urt  t e Ministry 

of Road Transport and Highways  issue  t e in  
guidelines
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a.  a aritans an ta e an in ure  ers n 

t  t e nearest s ita  an  ea e i e iate y 
without any liability.

b. ey n t e e  res nsi e r any i i  r 
criminal charges.

c. s ita s ust u i y ann un e t at t ey 
n t etain a aritans r e an  ney r 

treatment.
 u i  ia s  r e  a aritans 

t  is se ers na  in r a n i  a e 
consequences.

2. In 2016, the Supreme Court a e t ese ui e ines 
obligatory r a  states an  ni n errit ries  

3. A i na y  Section 134A as a e  t  t e Motor 
Vehicles (Amendment) Act of 2019 t  sa e uar  

 a aritans

How the culture of Good Samaritan be 
promoted in India? 
1. Social Media Influence: sin  a r s i e 

a e  i er  an  nsta ra  t  s are u i in  
st ries   a aritan a ts  r e a e  rea n  

as ta s i e a aritan t ries
2. Corporate and Institutional Support: Encouraging 

businesses to implement policies that support 
e yee unteeris  an  unity ser i e  r 
instan e  fferin  ai  unteer ays r at in  

na ns t  arita e r ani a ns
3. Reward and Recognition: Crea n  a ar s r 

er ates t  n ur in i i ua s  e nstrate 
e e ary a ts  in ness  r e a e  re ni in  
a i en  e e  res ue e e r  a urnin  

ui in  r sa e  a r nin  i
4. Law Reforms: e en n  stri ter r isi ns in 

t e t r e i es A t   an en an e t e 
r te n   a aritans  is u  en ura e 

re e e t  ste  r ar  an  assist t ers urin  
emergencies.

5. Charter of Rights Display: s ita s an  i e 
sta ns s u  r inent y is ay a C arter  

i ts  r  a aritans  as an ate  y t e 
u re e C urt  is ensures t at t se  e  in 

emergencies are aware  t eir e a  r te ns

6. Adoption of Best Practices: earnin  r  su ess u  

e s  i e t e r isi ns in Cana ian states ere 

a aritans are n t e  ia e r e er en y ai  

un ess r ss ne i en e is ser e

Conclusion: 

 e a  C issi n says t at i  a i ent i s 

et e  it in t e rst ur  a e  t e Golden Hour,” 

a ut 0   t e  u  e sa e  i  a es t e r e 

  a aritans i rtant  ey are e ery ay er es 

 s  in ness an  assi n  a in  a si e 

ifferen e in t e i es  t ers t r u  t eir se ess 

a ns

3.  STRAY DOGS
 A r in  t  t e a na  Cri e e r s ureau  

t ere ere 4 4  re rte  eat s ause  y  ites in 

n ia  i i n  t e ur ent nee  r e er ana e ent 

 stray s  

Who are Stray Dogs?

1. tray s are s t at n t a e a e r ner  

ey an er ar un  in  r  an  s e ter n 

their own.

2. n ia is e t  an es ate   r re stray s  

i  is t e i est in t e r

3. tray s an s e es ite e e  es e ia y i  

t ey ee  t reatene  r i  t ey re si  r un ry  

4. t an ea  t  in uries an  s e es e en eat  

e en in  n t e se erity  t e ite an  et er 

t e  as ra ies r t er iseases  

Stakeholders Involved:

1. Government authorities: a e an  en r e a s 

re ate  t  ani a  ntr  an  u i  sa ety

2. Animal welfare organizations: r  t  r te t an  

are r stray ani a s  a ate r t eir ri ts  an  

promote responsible pet ownership.

3. Healthcare professionals: reat an  r i e e i a  

are r in i i ua s  a e een i en y stray 

s  an  ay a s  r i e ui an e n ra ies 

re en n an  treat ent
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4. Local communities: C n erne  resi ents  ay 

e ire t y affe te  y stray s an   ites  an  

ay a ate r r a ainst s e i  inter en ns r 

policies.

5. Pet owners: es nsi e r t eir n ets an  ay 

e affe te  y stray  issues

6. Businesses and tourism industry: C n erne  a ut 

t e ten a  i a t   ites n u i  sa ety an  

t e re uta n  t urist es na ns

Ethical Considerations regarding the control of 
stray dogs:

1. Animal Welfare:

a. Utilitarianism: itarianis  ai s t  a i ise 

era  a iness r e - ein  en it es 

t  ea in  it  stray s  su rters ar ue 

t at ntr in  t eir u a ns an re ent 

sufferin  as any su  s a e un er  

isease  an  in ury n t e streets

b. Animal Rights: n t e t er an  ani a  ri ts 

a ates ay ar ue t at ntr in  stray 

u a ns t r u  eut anasia r a ressi e 

easures i ates t e ri ts  in i i ua  ani a s 

t  i e ree y  

2. Public Safety:

a. Deontological Ethics: r  a e nt i a  

ers e e  i  e asi es u es an  

rin i es  ntr in  stray s u  e seen 

as a uty  aut ri es t  r te t i ens r  

ten a  ar  tray s an se ris s su  

as s rea in  isease  a a in  u ans r t er 

ani a s  an  ausin  a i ents  us  ntr in  

t eir u a n u  e us e  t  ensure 

public safety.

b. Social Contract Theory: Some may argue that 

ntr in  stray u a ns is art  t e s ia  

ntra t i ens a e it  t eir ern ent  

Ci ens e e t t eir aut ri es t  aintain 

u i  r er an  sa ety  an  ntr in  stray 

ani a s u  e seen as u in  t is i a n

3. Compassion and Empathy: 
a. Virtue ethics e asi es u a n  ra  

ara ter an  irtues su  as assi n an  
empathy. 

b. se a a n  r t e treat ent  strays ay 
ar ue t at ntr in  u a ns s u  e 

ne it  assi n an  e at y  nsi erin  
t e e - ein   in i i ua  ani a s i e a s  
a ressin  u i  sa ety n erns  

4. Environmental Impact:
a. tray s an a e e i a  i a ts  

ar u ar y in sensi e e syste s r areas it  
en an ere  s e ies  

b. t i a  nsi era ns ay in e a an in  t e 
nee s  stray ani a s it  t e reser a n  

a  e syste s an  i i ersity

What is the Present Policy Framework in India to 
control stray dogs?
1. Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (PCA), 1960: 

is a  a es i in  stray s unis a e  
nsi erin  a ns i e t rture r trans r n  t e  

in ays t at ause sufferin  as rue ty
2. Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI): sta is e  

un er t e CA  0  t is a is ry y as r e  
t  r te ani a  e are sin e 2

3. Animal Birth Control (ABC) Program: is r ra  
ai s t  ntr  t e stray  u a n t r u  
steri i a n an  a ina n y a  ies i e 

uni i a i es an  an ayats   
4. Judicial Perspective   n t e Animal Welfare Board 

of India vs Nagaraja case (2014), the Supreme Court 
state  t at e ery s e ies as t e ri t t  i e an  
se urity  e e t en t e a  a s ta in  t eir i es 
out of human necessity.

Conclusion: 
 t is sai  t at n a r  ere y u an e anyt in  

e in  n n usi n  a ressin  t e a en es se  
y stray s re uires n t n y a n ut a s  assi n 

an  a ra n  et us stan  t et er  raise ur i es  
an  r  t ar s a uture ere in ness an  e at y 

ui e ur intera ns it  a  reatures  rea n  a r  
ere t  u ans an  ani a s an i e in ar ny. 
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FORESTS ARE THE BEST CASE STUDIES FOR 
ECONOMIC EXCELLENCE

 A common thread runs between the Indus Valley 

Civilization, the Rig Vedic age, the Chipko Movement and 

the Padma awardee Jamuna Tudu. 

 Yes, that’s right! It is their love and respect for trees 

and forests. The people of the Indus Valley Civilisation and 

the hymns of the Rig Veda revered forests and wildlife. 

The participants of the Chipko Movement realised the 

importance of forests and hugged them to prevent their 

felling. More recently Jamuna Tudu achieved a similar feat 

and saved around ten thousand trees from the timber 

mafia. 

 Thus, since time immemorial, our civilisation has 

had respect and admiration our environment. This is 

reflected in our vernacular saying, ‘Van hi jeevan hai’, 

i.e., forests themselves are our life. These forests provide 

us with materials to sustain life like oxygen, food, water 

and shelter. But more importantly we can learn several 

lessons from them that can make our life more pleasant 

and meaningful. 

Forests and economic excellence

 Forests are the best case studies for economic 

excellence in several ways. Firstly, they use the resources 

available to them in the most efficient manner. For 

instance, we have never heard of a case where a plant 

took more sunlight or oxygen than it needed. However, 

that is not the case with humans. Our government gives 

higher subsidy on urea compared to other fertilisers. This 

has led to our farmers only providing urea to the crops 

irrespective of which nutrients the soil is lacking. 

I. Essay
 Secondly, all the products of a tree have multiple 

uses. The bark can be used to build furniture or extract 

items like rubber, the leaves of some are edible like 

mahua, or give fruits like mangoes. We can learn from this 

and manufacture goods with multiple uses. This would 

ensure innovative manufacturing which can help boost 

employment and lower costs to consumer. 

 Thirdly, Balance is another lesson we can imbibe from 

forests. Various species of trees grow together in a forest. 

There is no domination of one over the other and they exist 

in sustainable cohabitation. Similarly, our economy should 

be a balanced one. One sector should not dominate over 

the other, like it happens in our country where 54% of the 

population works in agriculture. 

 Fourthly, there is also diversity and variety in forests. 

Various kinds of forests are found all around the world - 

Tropical evergreen in Mexico, deciduous in India, coniferous 

in Canada etc. Each has its own utility and such diversity is 

enriching. The economy of a nation should also be diverse 

in its production, consumption and export. It should not 

be just an oil economy, like Kuwait or a labour-exporting 

economy, like Vietnam. Such dependence proves very 

harmful when crisis like the COVID-19 pandemic knocks 

on our doors. Economist Raghuram Rajan has thus aptly 

observed that ‘diversity is the foundation of a strong 

economy. 

 But perhaps the most important lesson that forests 

can teach us is that of adaptability and resilience. Forests 

are always adapting to the changing weather, climate 

and even disasters like cyclones. The trees shed their 

leaves during winters and close their stomata to control 
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evaporation during summer. The world economy has to 

imitate this example, especially in today’s time when some 

or the other crisis is always around the corner.

Relevance today - A stitch in time saves nine

 The world is facing a poly-crisis today. Economically, 

the pandemic took away several jobs. Nations are now 

becoming ‘fortress economies’, not letting in firms of 

other nations. Economic borders are contracting, not only 

for goods and services, but also for human resources. Add 

to that the Russia-Ukraine war, which has wreaked havoc 

by disrupting global supply chains.  

 Environmentally, climate change is the greatest peril 

for the entire human race. As per the UN Environment 

Programme, it would hamper food security, worker 

productivity and the extreme disasters would destroy 

infrastructure and take lives. We saw this play out in the 

Pakistan floods of 2022 and more recently, when Cyclone 

Biparjoy made its landfall in Gujarat.

 Socially, we see inequality persisting in the society. 

As per the Oxfam Report, top 3% in India own more than 

50% of the nation’s wealth. The falling ranks in the Global 

Hunger Index also shows the grim effect of such inequality 

and poverty. 

 In such a gloomy situation, the teachings from 

forests would be our glimmer of hope. All of the learnings 

mentioned before, if learnt, would ensure the best use 

of our scarce resources and enable us to tide over such 

hiccups. A balanced, diversified economy would raise 

the standard of living of the people by taking them out 

of the disguised employment of agriculture. It would also 

manoeuvre the economy of India out of services or the 

software exports, into other domains like handicrafts, 

textiles, infrastructure etc. Imbibing these lessons is thus 

the need of the hour

Learning from the best

 We are now aware of the teachings that we need 

to emulate. But how should we emulate them? Our 

government has already taken some steps to achieve 

economic excellence at parwith the forests.

 For adapting to crisis, the PM Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana was rolled out, so that the vulnerable have a safety 

net during the lockdown. An amount of Rs. 500 was also 

given, for three months, to women Jan Dhan account 

holders. Moreover, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

was paused to save businesses from vanquishing.

 The share of employment of people in manufacturing 

is being improved through schemes like Start Up India, 

Stand Up India and MUDRA. With this, India will see a 

number of sectors contributing to the GDP, not just the 

agriculture.

 For diversity, like in forests, the PLI scheme and the 

One District, One Product has been launched. Finally, to tie 

all of them up together and ensure efficient utilisation of 

resources, the Gati Shakti masterplan has been rolled out 

by the Ministry of Finance.

In a nutshell

 Forest indeed are the best case studies for economic 

excellence. We only used to consider them as providers 

of food, air and shelter, but now we know we can learn so 

much more from them - in life and in economy. The Indus 

Valley and the Rig Vedic people had knowledge about this 

and therefore, worshipped them. Let us take a cue out of 

their books and try to put to use the various values that 

forests teach us. That would help us lead a fruitful life and 

also stay true to our ancient wisdom -

“Vruksho Rakshati Rakshitah”

(The trees would save you if you save them.)
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1.   PRADHAN MANTRI ADI ADARSH GRAM 
YOJANA (PMAAGY)

 e ent y  e ar ia entary ane  n ia  Jus e 
an  er ent as i i te  s  a e  
i e enta n  t e ra an antri A i A ars  ra  

ana AA

Background:
1. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been implementing 

the scheme ‘Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-
Plan (SCA to TSP)’.

2. It was started in 1977-78.
3. After the merger of Plan and Non-Plan expenditure, 

the scheme was known as ‘Special Central Assistance 
to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS)’ since 2017. 

4. Earlier the coverage of the scheme was limited to 23 
States (including J&K), while the States of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland were not 
covered. 

5. During the year 2017-18, it was decided by the 
Ministry to extend the benefit of the scheme to these 
States as well in the larger interest of the STs. 

About: It aims at mitigating gaps and providing basic 
infrastructure in villages with significant tribal populations.
Implementation Period: 2021-22 to 2025-26
Objectives: The main objective of this scheme is to 
achieve integrated socio-economic development of 
selected villages through a convergence approach. It will 
include the following components:
1. Preparing Village Development Plans, based on the 

needs, potential, and aspirations.
2. Maximizing the coverage of individual/family benefit 

schemes of the Central / State Governments.
3. Improving the infrastructure in vital sectors like health, 

education, connectivity and livelihood.

Features:
1. Nature of the Scheme: The Scheme ‘PMAAGY’ is a 

Centrally Sponsored Scheme with a 100% Grant from 
the Government of India (Gol).

J. Scheme
2. Provision of fund under the Scheme: A sum of Rs. 

20.38 lakh per village will be provided as a ‘gap-filling’ 

fund for approved activities including administrative 

expenses.

3. Implementing Agency: Implementation of the scheme 

will be done through the State / UT Government 

administration.

4. Village Development Plans: The VDP will also aim at 

the following inclusions,

a) Skill Development plans

b) Village Development Plans with Community 

Forest Development

c) Integration of the Van Dhan Programme

d) Conservation of perennial river resources and 

water bodies originating from forests

5. Technical Support: Project Monitoring Unit (PMU) 

will be set up at the Central and State levels to provide 

technical resource support.

6. Database Management: A dedicated MIS will be 

developed to monitor the progress of work.

7. Approval Mechanism: Approval of the annual plan 

under the scheme will be given by the Ministry of 

Tribal Affairs, following the procedure as stipulated 

under the scheme guidelines.

Coverage of the Scheme: 
 A  tates an  s a in  n e  t e  u a n 

i  e ere  un er t e e e  A t ta   42  
i a es a in  at east 0   u a n an  00  
ers ns a e een i en e  t  e ere  in t e rst 

ase  e years urin  202 -22 t  202 -2

Role of States/UTs: 
 tates s are en ura e  r n er en e  
res ur es as Centra tate e u e  ri e C nent 

C  un s an  t er nan ia  res ur es a ai a e it  
t e  r satura n  in rastru ture an  ser i es in t e 

i a es i en e  un er AA



ENSU
RE IA

S

115www.ensureias.com Contact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

2.   PRADHAN MANTRI GARIB KALYAN ANNA 
YOJANA (PM-GKAY)

 Recently, the Prime Minister announced that the 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) will 

be extended for an additional 5 years until December 

2028.

Launched: April 2020

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Finance

Operated by: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 

Distribution

About the Scheme: 

1. It was launched under the vision of “Atmanirbhar 

Bharat” to supply free food grains to migrants and 

poor.

2. It was announced as part of the 1st relief package 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Purpose:

1. Under this scheme, the centre provides 5kg of free 

food grains per person per month to the poor. 

2. This is in addition to the subsidized (Rs 2-3 per kg) 

ration provided under the National Food Security 

Act (NFSA) to families covered under the Public 

Distribution System (PDS). 

Eligibility

1. Families belonging to the Below Poverty Line - 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and Priority Households 

(PHH) categories will be eligible for the scheme.

2. PHH are to be identified by State Governments/Union 

Territory Administrations as per criteria evolved by 

them. AAY families are to be identified by States/

UTs as per the criteria prescribed by the Central 

Government.

3. Households headed by widows or terminally ill 

persons or disabled persons or persons aged 60 years 

or more with no assured means of subsistence or 

societal support.

4. Widows or terminally ill persons or disabled persons 

or persons aged 60 years or more or single women or 

single men with no family or societal support.

5. All primitive tribal households.

6. Landless agriculture labourers, marginal farmers, rural 

artisans/craftsmen such as potters, tanners, weavers, 

blacksmiths, carpenters, slum dwellers, and persons 

earning their livelihood on daily basis in the informal 

sector like porters, coolies, rickshaw pullers, hand 

cart pullers, fruit and flower sellers, snake charmers, 

rag pickers, cobblers, destitutes and other similar 

categories in both rural and urban areas.

7. All eligible Below Poverty Line families of HIV positive 

persons.

Documents Required

1. Ration Card

2. Aadhar Card (if linked with Ration Card)

Benefits

1. More than 80 crore people will be provided 5 kg free 

wheat/rice per person/month along with 1 kg free 

whole chana to each family per month. 

2. Wheat has been allocated to 6 States/UTs, - Punjab, 

Haryana, Rajasthan, Chandigarh, Delhi and Gujarat 

and rice has been provided to the remaining States/

UTs. 

3. This is over and above the regular monthly entitlements 

under the National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA).

Merger of PMGKAY and NFSA

1. The government approved the integration of PM-

GKAY benefits with the provisions of the NFSA Act in 

January 2023.

2. The integration aims to streamline the delivery of free 

food grains. 
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3. It also ensures that families falling under the 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and priority households 

(PHH) categories receive free food grains as per their 

entitlement under NFSA.

3.  PRADHAN MANTRI SURYODAYA YOJANA

 n January 2024  t e ri e inister ann un e  t e 

ra an antri ury aya ana  un er i  ne 

r re use s i  et r  s ar ane s a r ss t e 

na n

Goal: To Reduce the Electricity Bill

Nodal Agency: Rural Electrification Corporation (REC)

Key Features:

1. It aims to equip one crore poor to middle-class 

households with rooftop solar panels in a bit to 

provide electricity from solar energy.

2. The scheme will not only reduce the electricity bill of 

the poor and middle class but will also make India self-

reliant in the energy sector.

3. To start a massive national campaign to mobilise 

residential segment consumers to adopt rooftop solar 

in large numbers.

Eligibility:

1. The candidates must be Indian nationals.

2. The applicant’s yearly income can be up to Rs 1 or 1.5 

lakh.

3. All necessary paperwork has to be filed correctly.

4. Candidates should not be working for the government 

at the moment.

Significance:

1. The scheme aims to achieve 40 GW rooftop solar 

capacity by March 2026.

2. It will help households to save between Rs 15,000 

to18,000 annually.

3.  The net metering policy will allow them to sell 

any surplus electricity to distribution companies 

(DISCOMs).  

4. The net-metering policy allows rooftop solar power 

users to transfer their excess power back into the grid, 

thereby reducing their electricity costs. 

5. It will reduce the consumption of grid-connected 

electricity and save electricity costs for the consumer.

 About Rooftop Solar Panels: Rooftop solar panels are 

photovoltaic panels installed on the roof of a building that 

is connected to the main power supply unit.

4.   PRADHAN MANTRI ANUSUCHIT JAATI 
ABHYUDAY YOJANA (PM-AJAY)

Background

1. PM-AJAY was launched in the year 2021-22.

Objectives

1. To reduce poverty of the SC communities by generation 

of additional employment opportunities through skill 

development, income generating schemes and other 

initiatives.

2. To improve socio-economic developmental indicators 

by ensuring adequate infrastructure and requisite 

services in the SC dominated villages.

3. To increase literacy and encourage enrolment of 

SCs in schools and higher educational institutions 

by providing adequate residential facilities in quality 

institutions, as well as residential schools where 

required, especially in the aspirational districts/ SC 

dominated blocks and elsewhere in India.

 Present position

1. States needs to submit their Annual Action Plan (AAP) 

in online mode through the web-portal.
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2. Login details for State and District Level Officers has 

been sent to email of Principal Secretary of the States.

3. There are 2 id’s for each level (State/District). One for 

creation of projects and another for its approval.

4. De-centralised planning will be used for creation of 

projects.

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

Combination of Three Schemes

e s e e is a er er   Centra y ns re  e es 

na e y

1. Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAGY).

2. Special Central Assistance to Scheduled Castes Sub 

Plan (SCA to SCSP). 

3. Babu Jagjivan Ram Chhatrawas Yojana (BJRCY).

Components: 

The Scheme has 3 components:

1. Development of SC dominated villages into an 

“Adarsh Gram”: The objective is to ensure the 

integrated development of SC majority villages, 

ensuring they have sufficient infrastructure.

2. Grants-in-aid’ for District/State-level Projects: 

a. To increase the income of the target population 

by way of comprehensive livelihood projects.

b. Improve socio-economic developmental 

indicators by ensuring adequate infrastructure in 

the SC dominated villages.

c. Increase literacy and encourage enrolment of SCs 

in schools by providing residential schools, where 

required.

3. Construction/Repair of Hostels in higher educational 

institutions:

a. The construction of hostels is one of the means 

to enable and encourage students belonging to 

Scheduled Castes (SC) to attain quality education. 

b. Such hostels are immensely beneficial to the 

students coming from rural and remote areas of 

the country. 

c. While the component of construction of hostels 

for SC girls is in operation from the Third Five Year 

Plan (1961-66), the same for boys was started 

with effect from the year 1989-90.

Special Provisions:

1. Upto 15% of the total Grants will be used on income 

generating economic development schemes/

programme for SC Women.

2. Upto 30% of the total Grants should be utilized for 

infrastructure development.

3. Atleast 10% of the total funds for skill development.

4. Promote SC Women Cooperatives engaged in 

production and marketing of consumer goods and 

services.

Achievements during the current Financial 

Year2023-24:

1. During the current FY2023-24, 1834 villages have 

been declared as Adarsh Gram under the Adarsh 

Gram Component. 

2. The Hostel component of the scheme has sanctioned 

15 new hostels.

3. The Grant-in-aid component has approved a 

perspective plan for 17 states for the current financial 

year. 

Coverage:

1. Scheme implemented in 28 States/UTs.

2. Not Covered States/UTs:

a) States: Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya 

& Mizoram

b) UTs: A & N Islands, Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman & 

Diu, Ladakh& Lakshadweep.
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