


ENSU
RE IA

S

1www.ensureias.com Contact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

A. Polity & Governance
1. TRIBUNALS CANNOT DIRECT GOVT. TO FRAME 

POLICY: SC  3
2. SC CANCELS RELEASE OF CONVICTS IN BILKIS 

BANO CASE 4
3. RULE OF LAW IS NECESSARY: SC 5
4. HIT-AND-RUN LAW CONTROVERSY 6
5. WEBSITE BLOCKING BY THE GOVERNMENT 8
6. STATE OF JUDICIARY REPORT 2023 9
7. VIJAY RAGHAVAN COMMITTEE: TO DETERMINE 

INDIA’S DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY ROADMAP  10
8. LARGE HINDU TEMPLE EXISTED UNDER THE 

GYAN VAPI MOSQUE: ASI REPORT 11
9. ALL INDIA SURVEY ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

(AISHE) 2021-2022 12
10. ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION REPORT 2023 13
11. BHISHM CUBE 15
12. SWACHH SURVEKSHAN AWARDS 2023 15
13.  ATAL SETU: INDIA’S LONGEST SEA BRIDGE  17
14.  NEW SOLAR POWER SCHEME FOR PVTGS UNDER 

PM JANMAN 18
15. MPLADS E-SAKSHI MOBILE APP LAUNCHED  20

B. International Relations 
1.  FRENCH PRESIDENT VISITED INDIA  21
2. INDIA-MYANMAR BORDER FREE MOVEMENT 

REGIME  23
3. BANGLADESH ELECTIONS 24
4. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN TAIWAN 25
5. MALDIVES GOVT. SUSPENDS 3 MINISTERS 26
6. ANGOLA EXITS OPEC  27
7.  SOUTH AFRICA FILES CASE AGAINST ISRAEL  28
8.  INDIA AND SAUDI ARABIA SIGNED HAJ 

AGREEMENT FOR 2024 30
9. 19th NAM SUMMIT IN UGANDA 31
10.  INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS 33
11.  HENLEY PASSPORT INDEX 2024 35

C. Security
1.   1st INDIA-MADE DRISHTI 10 STARLINER DRONE 36
2.  MARITIME PIRACY 36

Index
3.  PUP TENTS FOR TROOPS ON LAC 38
4.   US-INDIA DEAL OF MQ -9B SKY GUARDIAN 

DRONES  38
5. EXERCISES/ OPERATIONS IN NEWS 40

D. ECONOMY
1.  CENTRE FOR THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTION 41
2. FUTURE OF GROWTH REPORT 2024 42
3.  INDIA’S 1ST NATIONAL HIGHWAY STEEL 
 SLAG ROAD 42
4. 1ST SUBMARINE OPTIC FIBER CABLE 

CONNECTIVITY TO LAKSHADWEEP 43
5. INDIA’S GNPA RATIO DECREASES: RBI 45
6.  RISE IN INDIA’S PROCESSED FOOD EXPORTS 46
7.   RBI PUBLISHED 2023 LIST OF D-SIBS 47
8.   MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY   47
9.    WORLD’S  4TH LARGEST STOCK MARKET : INDIA  49
10.  4TH STATES’ STARTUP RANKING  49
11.   NEW RULES AND REGULATIONS OF UPI: RBI 50
12.   NATIONAL MONETISATION PIPELINE (NMP) 52
13  GLOBAL RISKS REPORT 2024 53
14.   CORRUPTION INDEX: INDIA RANKS 93 AMONG 

180 NATIONS 54
15.   WORLD BANK’S GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROSPECTS 

REPORT 55
16.  EXTENSION OF PIDF SCHEME 56
17.    RBI PERMITS LENDING, BORROWING IN G-SEC 57
18.  INDIAN IRON ORE MARKET 58
19.  PETROLEUM EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION 58
20.   DIGITAL TRADE FOR DEVELOPMENT REPORT 60

E. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
1.   INDIA TO BECOME A FULL MEMBER OF THE SKA 

OBSERVATORY 62
2.   IN A 1st, SpaceX TO LAUNCH GSAT-20 SATELLITE 63
3.   INDIA’S  1ST  MULTI-WAVELENGTH  ASTRONOMY  

MISSION:  ASTROSAT 64
4.    5th COUNTRY TO LAND ON THE MOON: JAPAN 65
5.    NATIONAL DEEP TECH START-UP POLICY  65
6.     NEURALINK IMPLANTS BRAIN CHIP IN 
 1st HUMAN 68



ENSU
RE IA

S

2 www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS
7. INDIA’S 1ST GRAPHENE CENTRE: KERALA 69
8.   KERALA’S 1st SILICON-PROVEN KAIRALI AI CHIP 70
9.   ‘HAVISURE’: INDIA’S FIRST ‘HEPATITIS A’ 
 VACCINE 71
10.   NEW TREATMENT REGIMEN FOR LEPROSY 72
11.  CAMEROON STARTS WORLD’S 1ST  MALARIA 

VACCINE PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN 73
12.   FOR THE FIRST TIME, WHO RECOGNIZES THE 

ELIMINATION OF TRANS FATS 75
13.   WHO’S INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF 

DISEASES 11 75
14.   1st MULTICENTRIC POINT PREVALENCE SURVEY 

OF ANTIBIOTIC USE 76
15.   WORLD’S 2nd BIGGEST TOBACCO PRODUCER: 

INDIA 77
16.  ‘BIO-IMAGING BANK’ FOR CANCER 78
17.  ANEEL: INDIA’S GREEN ENERGY TRANSITION  78

F. Geography & Environment
1.   INDIA’S 1st HIGH-RESOLUTION LANDSLIDE 

SUSCEPTIBILITY MAP  79
2.   FIRST-EVER SNOW LEOPARD POPULATION 

ASSESSMENT IN INDIA (SPAI) 81
3.  HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICT 81
4.   AFTER 40 YEARS, CENTRE REVISES RULES ON 

WILDLIFE TRADE 82
5.   WORLD’S LARGEST DEEP-WATER CORAL REEF  82
6.   THE ROLE OF E-FUELS IN DECARBONISING 

TRANSPORT 84
7.  UREA GOLD: A SULPHUR COATED UREA 85
8.  WETLAND CITY ACCREDITATION UNDER THE 

RAMSAR CONVENTION 86
9.   IEA’S ELECTRICITY REPORT 2024 87
10.  200th YEAR OF THE 1ST SCIENTIFIC NAMING OF A 

DINOSAUR: MEGALOSAURUS 88
11.   DENMARK LAUNCHES GREEN FUELS ALLIANCE 

INDIA 88
12.   SPECIES IN NEWS 90

G. Society And Culture
1. SAPINDA MARRIAGES 91
2. MITAKSHARA LAW 92
3.  DENOTIFIED, NOMADIC AND SEMI NOMADIC 

TRIBES 93
4. BRU REFUGEE 93
5. ALLIANCE FOR GLOBAL GOOD-GENDER EQUITY 

AND EQUALITY LAUNCH BY INDIA 94
6. PRAKARAM DIWAS 2024 94
7. 75th REPUBLIC DAY  95
8. RAM MANDIR: CONSECRATION EVENT 99
9.  WEST BENGAL NOTIFIED STATE DAY & STATE 

SONG 102
10.   CLASSICAL LANGUAGE STATUS TO ‘BANGLA’  102
11.   STUDY ON CHILD MARRIAGE IN INDIA: 
 LANCET 103
12.   WORLD’S TALLEST STATUE OF BR AMBEDKAR 103
13.  AWARDS/PERSONALITIES 103
14.   US EXECUTES WITH NITROGEN GAS FOR THE 1st 

TIME 107

H.  Ethics
1.  TEACHINGS OF BUDDHA 108
2.  GOOD SAMARITANS 109
3.  STRAY DOGS 110

I. Essay
       FORESTS ARE THE BEST CASE STUDIES FOR 

ECONOMIC EXCELLENCE 112

J. Scheme
1.   PRADHAN MANTRI ADI ADARSH GRAM YOJANA 

(PMAAGY) 114
2.   PRADHAN MANTRI GARIB KALYAN ANNA YOJANA 

(PM-GKAY) 115
3.  PRADHAN MANTRI SURYODAYA YOJANA 116
4.   PRADHAN MANTRI ANUSUCHIT JAATI ABHYUDAY 

YOJANA (PM-AJAY) 116

CŽƉyriŐŚt 202ϯ͕ ďy �E^hZ� /A^ ͘ EŽ Wart ŽĨ tŚis ƉuďůiĐaƟŽn ŵay ďe reƉrŽĚuĐeĚ Žr ĚistriďuteĚ in any ĨŽrŵ Žr ďy 
any ŵeans͕ eůeĐtrŽniĐ͕ ŵeĐŚaniĐaů͕ ƉŚŽtŽĐŽƉyinŐ͕ reĐŽrĚinŐ Žr ŽtŚerǁise Žr stŽreĚ in Ěataďase Žr retrieǀaů systeŵ 
ǁitŚŽut tŚe ƉriŽr ǁriƩen ƉerŵissiŽn ŽĨ ƉuďůisŚer͘  dŚe ƉrŽŐraŵ ůisƟnŐs ;iĨ anyͿ ŵay ďe entereĚ͕ stŽreĚ anĚ eǆeĐuteĚ 

in a ĐŽŵƉuter systeŵ͕ ďut tŚey ŵay nŽt ďe reƉrŽĚuĐeĚ ĨŽr ƉuďůiĐaƟŽn͘



ENSU
RE IA

S

3www.ensureias.com Contact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

1.   TRIBUNALS CANNOT DIRECT GOVT. TO 
FRAME POLICY: SC 

 dŚe Supreme Court Śas ŵaĚe it Đůear tŚat triďunaůs 
ĚŽ nŽt Śaǀe tŚe autŚŽrity tŽ ĚireĐt tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent tŽ 
frame policy.

What are Tribunals?
1. driďunaůs are ůiŬe special courts tŚat ŚanĚůe sƉeĐiĮĐ 

tyƉes ŽĨ ĚisƉutes Žr Đases͘ 
2. dŚey are set uƉ tŽ ŵaŬe ĚeĐisiŽns Žn Đertain ůeŐaů 

ŵaƩers outside the regular court system͘ /n /nĚia͕ 
they operate as an alternative mechanism to 
traĚiƟŽnaů ĐŽurts͘

3. dŚese insƟtuƟŽns ŽŌen ǁŽrŬ ǁitŚ specific timeframes 
tŽ ensure Đases are resŽůǀeĚ sǁiŌůy͕  aǀŽiĚinŐ ůenŐtŚy 
legal processes.

4. AůsŽ͕ tŚey are ĐŽst-effeĐƟǀe anĚ ƉrŽǀiĚe ĚeĐentraůiǌeĚ 
ĚisƉute resŽůuƟŽn͘

Salient Features of Tribunals in India:
1. driďunaůs are not strictly bound ďy tŚe Ciǀiů WrŽĐeĚure 

CŽĚe ;CWCͿ ǁŚiĐŚ aůůŽǁs tŚeŵ Ňeǆiďiůity in ĐŽnĚuĐƟnŐ 
ƉrŽĐeeĚinŐs͘
• CWC is a ůeŐaů ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ tŚat ƉrŽǀiĚes ruůes anĚ 

ƉrŽĐeĚures ŐŽǀerninŐ Điǀiů Đases ǁŚiĐŚ inǀŽůǀe 
ĚisƉutes aďŽut ŵŽney͕  ƉrŽƉerty͕  riŐŚts͕ etĐ͘

2. dŚey ŵaŬe ũuĚŐeŵents usinŐ tŚe Principles of 
Natural Justice. dŚese ƉrinĐiƉůes inĐůuĚe͗
a. Right to Fair Hearing: �ǀeryŽne Őets a ĐŚanĐe tŽ 

sƉeaŬ anĚ ďe ůisteneĚ tŽ͘
b. Rule against bias: dŚe ƉersŽn ŵaŬinŐ ĚeĐisiŽns 

sŚŽuůĚn͛t ĨaǀŽr anyŽne anĚ ĚeĐisiŽns sŚŽuůĚ ďe 
ďaseĚ Žn eǀiĚenĐe͘

c. Chance to Respond: �ǀeryŽne inǀŽůǀeĚ Đan 
reƉůy tŽ ǁŚat s͛ saiĚ aŐainst tŚeŵ͘

d. Right to reasons for decisions: WarƟes inǀŽůǀeĚ 
Śaǀe tŚe riŐŚt tŽ unĚerstanĚ ǁŚy a ĚeĐisiŽn ǁas 
ŵaĚe͘ driďunaůs tyƉiĐaůůy ƉrŽǀiĚe eǆƉůanaƟŽns 
ĨŽr tŚeir ruůinŐs͕ aůůŽǁinŐ ƉarƟes tŽ unĚerstanĚ 
tŚe ďasis ĨŽr tŚe ĚeĐisiŽn͘

A. Polity & Governance
3. dŚese ďŽĚies usuaůůy ĐŽnsist ŽĨ experts in specific 

fields͕ aůůŽǁinŐ tŚeŵ tŽ ŵaŬe inĨŽrŵeĚ ĚeĐisiŽns 
reůateĚ tŽ sƉeĐiaůiǌeĚ areas͘ &Žr eǆaŵƉůe - tŚe 
EaƟŽnaů 'reen driďunaů Ěeaůs ǁitŚ enǀirŽnŵentaů 
ĚisƉutes͘

4. dŚey are Quasi-judicial institutions which means 
tŚey ĚŽ nŽt Śaǀe Ĩuůů-ŇeĚŐeĚ ĐŽurt-ůiŬe ƉŽǁers ďut 
ƉerĨŽrŵ ĨunĐƟŽns reseŵďůinŐ tŚŽse ŽĨ a ĐŽurt͘

5. dŚey are adjudicatory bodies i͘e͘ tŚey resŽůǀe 
ĚisƉutes ďy reǀieǁinŐ eǀiĚenĐe Θ aƉƉůyinŐ ůaǁs tŽ 
reach conclusions.

6. dŚey ŽŌen serǀe as Appellate Authority where 
ĚeĐisiŽns ŵaĚe ďy ůŽǁer ďŽĚies Đan ďe aƉƉeaůeĚ ĨŽr 
reĐŽnsiĚeraƟŽn Žr reǀieǁ͘

What is the Constitutional Provision for Tribunals?
1. The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 intrŽĚuĐeĚ 

Part XIV-A͕ ĐŽŵƉrisinŐ Žnůy tǁŽ arƟĐůes reůateĚ tŽ 
triďunaůs ǁŚiĐŚ are͗
a. Article 323A which allows establishment of 

an aĚŵinistraƟǀe triďunaů by Parliament. 
Subsequently, the Administrative Tribunals 
Act in 1985 ǁas enaĐteĚ ǁŚiĐŚ eŵƉŽǁers 
the Central Government to establish both the 
Central Administrative Tribunal anĚ state-level 
administrative tribunals.

b. Article 323B͕ Žn tŚe ŽtŚer ŚanĚ͕ Ěeaůs ǁitŚ 
tribunals for matters other tŚan aĚŵinistraƟǀe 
ones.

Classification of Tribunals In India:
1. Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT): /t Ěeaůs ǁitŚ 

ĚisƉutes reůateĚ tŽ tŚe reĐruitŵent anĚ serǀiĐe 
ĐŽnĚiƟŽns ŽĨ ŐŽǀernŵent eŵƉůŽyees͘

2. Securities Appellate Tribunals (SATs): dŚey ŚanĚůe 
aƉƉeaůs aŐainst ĚeĐisiŽns ŵaĚe ďy reŐuůatŽry 
autŚŽriƟes in tŚe seĐuriƟes ŵarŬet͕ ĚeaůinŐ ǁitŚ 
ŵaƩers ůiŬe stŽĐŬ eǆĐŚanŐes anĚ seĐuriƟes ůaǁs͘

3. Judicial Appellate Tribunals (JAT): dŚey Śear aƉƉeaůs 
aŐainst ĚeĐisiŽns ŵaĚe ďy ůŽǁer ĐŽurts Žr autŚŽriƟes͘
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4. National Green Tribunal (NGT): /t sƉeĐiaůiǌes 

in enǀirŽnŵentaů ƉrŽteĐƟŽn anĚ ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn͕ 
aĚĚressinŐ ŵaƩers reůateĚ tŽ enǀirŽnŵentaů ůaǁs 
anĚ reŐuůaƟŽns͘

5. Foreigners Tribunals: dŚey Ěeaů ǁitŚ Đases reůateĚ tŽ 
tŚe ĐiƟǌensŚiƉ status ŽĨ inĚiǀiĚuaůs͕ esƉeĐiaůůy tŚŽse 
susƉeĐteĚ ŽĨ ďeinŐ iůůeŐaů iŵŵiŐrants͘

6. National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT): dŚis 
triďunaů ŚanĚůes Đases reůateĚ tŽ ĐŽŵƉany ůaǁ anĚ 
ƉrŽĐeeĚinŐs ĨŽr ĐŽŵƉanies in /nĚia͘

7. Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal 
(TDSAT): /t Ěeaůs ǁitŚ ĚisƉutes anĚ ŐrieǀanĐes in tŚe 
teůeĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽns seĐtŽr͕  inĐůuĚinŐ ŵaƩers reůateĚ 
tŽ ůiĐensinŐ͕ tariffs anĚ ĐŽnsuŵer issues͘

2.   SC CANCELS RELEASE OF CONVICTS IN 
BILKIS BANO CASE

 ZeĐentůy͕  tŚe ^uƉreŵe CŽurt ĐanĐeůůeĚ tŚe remission 
ŐranteĚ ďy tŚe Gujarat Government to 11 people in the 
Bilkis Bano case anĚ ĚireĐteĚ tŚeŵ tŽ return tŽ ƉrisŽn͘

Timeline of Bilkis Bano Case 

2002 Sabarmati train was burnt in Godhra 
ůeaĚinŐ tŽ ǁiĚesƉreaĚ ,inĚu-Dusůiŵ 
riots in 'uũarat͘ �iůŬis͕ Śer ŵŽtŚer͕  anĚ ϯ 
ŽtŚer ǁŽŵen ǁere ŐanŐ-raƉeĚ ďy aďŽut 
20-ϯ0 ƉeŽƉůe ĚurinŐ tŚis Ɵŵe ƉeriŽĚ͘

2003 ^uƉreŵe CŽurt ŽrĚereĚ a CBI Inquiry 
into the case.

2004 dŚe ƉeŽƉůe aĐĐuseĚ ŽĨ tŚe Đriŵe ǁere 
arrested͘ AůsŽ͕ tŚe triaů ǁas ŵŽǀeĚ 
from Gujarat to Maharashtra as �iůŬis 
�anŽ reĐeiǀeĚ ĚeatŚ tŚreats in 'uũarat͘

2008 Special CBI Court Őaǀe tŚe ƉunisŚŵent 
of life imprisonment to 11 people, 
ǁŚŽ ŵaĚe aƉƉeaůs ĨurtŚer tŽ tŚe 
�Žŵďay ,iŐŚ CŽurt͘

2017 Bombay High Court saiĚ no to their 
appeals.

2019 Supreme Court uƉŚeůĚ tŚe �Žŵďay 
,iŐŚ CŽurt ŽrĚer anĚ eǀen ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ 
compensation of Rs 50 lakh tŽ �iůŬis 
�anŽ͘

May 2022 Kne ŽĨ tŚe ϭϭ ĐŽnǀiĐts applied for 
Remission anĚ ^uƉreŵe CŽurt asŬeĚ 
the Gujarat government tŽ ĐŽnsiĚer 
tŚis Đase as Ɖer tŚe state s͛ ϭϵϵ2 
remission policy.

August 2022 dŚe 'uũarat ŐŽǀernŵent released all 
11 convicts in tŚe ŐanŐraƉe Đase unĚer 
its remission policy.

What is Remission?
1. ZeŵissiŽn ŵeans ĐŽŵƉůeteůy enĚinŐ a ƉunisŚŵent 

earůier tŚan its ŽriŐinaůůy ĮǆeĚ ĚuraƟŽn͘

2. hnĚer Article 72 anĚ Article 162, the President anĚ 
Governor are autŚŽriǌeĚ tŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe reŵissiŽn tŽ 
tŚŽse ǁŚŽ Śaǀe aůreaĚy serǀeĚ a minimum of 14 
years in prison.

3. dŚe ̂ uƉreŵe CŽurt in tŚe ͚ Laxman Naskar v. Union of 
India’ case (2000) ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ tŚe ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ ĐŽnĚiƟŽns 
ĨŽr ŐranƟnŐ reŵissiŽn tŽ state ŐŽǀernŵents͗

a. /Ĩ tŚe Đriŵe is an inĚiǀiĚuaů aĐt anĚ ĚŽes not 
affect society.

b. /Ĩ tŚe ůiŬeůiŚŽŽĚ ŽĨ tŚat Đriŵe ŐeƫnŐ repeated is 
ǀery ůŽǁ͘

c. If the person loses the ability to commit a crime.

d. /Ĩ ŬeeƉinŐ tŚe ƉersŽn in prison serves no purpose.

e. If the socio-economic situation ŽĨ tŚe ƉersŽn s͛ 
Ĩaŵiůy is nŽt ŐŽŽĚ 

What is the recent judgement of the Supreme 
Court?
1. Supreme Court criticized its own judgement ŽĨ Day 

2022.

2. dŚe ĐŽurt saiĚ tŚat tŚe 'uũarat ŐŽǀernŵent ĐŽuůĚ nŽt 
issue tŚe reŵissiŽn ŽrĚer sinĐe tŚe triaů ŚaƉƉeneĚ in 
DaŚarasŚtra͘ Knůy tŚe state ǁŚere tŚe triaů ŽĐĐurreĚ 
sŚŽuůĚ reůease Đriŵinaůs͘

3. /n tŚe ǁŽrĚs ŽĨ tŚe ^uƉreŵe CŽurt͕ ͞Zuůe ŽĨ ůaǁ 
ŵust ďe ƉreserǀeĚ unŵinĚĨuů ŽĨ tŚe riƉƉůes ŽĨ tŚe 
ĐŽnseƋuenĐes͘͟  /t ŵeans tŚat tŚe ĨunĚaŵentaů 
ƉrinĐiƉůes anĚ inteŐrity ŽĨ tŚe ůeŐaů systeŵ sŚŽuůĚ nŽt 
ďe ĐŽŵƉrŽŵiseĚ at any ĐŽst͘
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3.   RULE OF LAW IS NECESSARY: SUPREME 
COURT

 Recently, Justice B.V. Nagarathna stateĚ tŚat tŚe ruůe 
ŽĨ ůaǁ is neĐessary ĨŽr tŚe eǆistenĐe anĚ ŇŽurisŚinŐ ŽĨ 
ƉersŽnaů ůiďerty anĚ ŽtŚer ĨunĚaŵentaů riŐŚts͘

What is the Rule of Law?
1. dŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ is a principle tŚat eŵƉŚasiǌes tŚat 

eǀeryŽne͕ inĐůuĚinŐ inĚiǀiĚuaůs anĚ ŐŽǀernŵent 
enƟƟes͕ ŵust ĨŽůůŽǁ tŚe saŵe ůaǁ anĚ ďe aĐĐŽuntaďůe 
to it.

2. In ancient times, Aristotle͕ a 'reeŬ ƉŚiůŽsŽƉŚer͕  
arŐueĚ tŚat law should be based on reason anĚ 
sŚŽuůĚ aiŵ at ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ tŚe ǁeůů-ďeinŐ ŽĨ tŚe ĐiƟǌens͘ 
/n tŚis Đase͕ ͞reasŽn͟ ŵeans thinking logically and 
wisely͘ AristŽtůe s͛ iĚeas ůaiĚ tŚe ŐrŽunĚǁŽrŬ ĨŽr ůater 
ĚisĐussiŽns Žn tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ͘

3. In the 19th century, A.V. Dicey, a �riƟsŚ ůeŐaů eǆƉert͕ 
Őaǀe a Đůear anĚ ŵŽĚern ĚeĮniƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ͘ 
,e explained 3 main ideas ŽĨ tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ͗
a. Supremacy of Law: dŚere sŚŽuůĚ nŽt ďe any 

ĚisĐreƟŽnary ƉŽǁer Őiǀen tŽ any inĚiǀiĚuaů͘ 
ZatŚer͕  eǀeryŽne sŚŽuůĚ ďe ŐŽǀerneĚ ďy Đůear 
anĚ ƉreĚiĐtaďůe ůaǁs͘ AůsŽ͕ ƉunisŚŵent sŚŽuůĚ 
Žnůy ďe Őiǀen ĨŽr tŚe ǀiŽůaƟŽn ŽĨ ůaǁ͘ 
i. �isĐreƟŽnary ƉŽǁer ŵeans ŚaǀinŐ tŚe 

ĨreeĚŽŵ tŽ ŵaŬe ĚeĐisiŽns ďaseĚ Žn ƉersŽnaů 
ũuĚŐŵent͕ ǁitŚŽut striĐt ruůes Žr sƉeĐiĮĐ 
ŐuiĚeůines͘   

ii. /t aůůŽǁs Ňeǆiďiůity in ĚeĐisiŽn-ŵaŬinŐ anĚ 
ůeaĚs tŽ ranĚŽŵ use ŽĨ ƉŽǁer͘

b. Equality Before the Law: dŚe ůaǁ sŚŽuůĚ treat 
eǀeryŽne tŚe saŵe͕ nŽ ŵaƩer tŚeir status͕ 
ensuring fairness for all. It ensures that no 
ƉersŽn is aďŽǀe tŚe ůaǁ anĚ nŽ sƉeĐiaů treatŵent 
is ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ͘

c. Predominance of Legal Spirit: It means that 
tŚere sŚŽuůĚ ďe a strŽnŐ ĨŽĐus Žn ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ anĚ 
uƉŚŽůĚinŐ tŚe ƉrinĐiƉůes ŽĨ tŚe ůaǁ͘ &Žr tŚat tŽ 
ŚaƉƉen͕ ǁe neeĚ an inĚeƉenĚent ũuĚiĐiary tŚat 
interƉrets tŚe ůaǁs tŽ ƉrŽteĐt ƉeŽƉůe s͛ riŐŚts anĚ 
nŽt reůy Žnůy Žn a ǁriƩen ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽn͘

Does the Rule of Law Apply in the Context of 
India?
1. zes͕ tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ aƉƉůies in tŚe ĐŽnteǆt ŽĨ /nĚia͘ 

2. Article 13 ŽĨ tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn defines the term 
‘law’ anĚ ŵenƟŽns tŚat any ůaǁ ǁŚiĐŚ ǀiŽůates 
&unĚaŵentaů ZiŐŚts Đan ďe struĐŬ ĚŽǁn ďy tŚe 
JuĚiĐiary͘ dŚis ƉŽǁer sŚŽǁs tŚe uůƟŵate suƉreŵaĐy 
ŽĨ tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ͘

3. dŚe Golden Triangle of Articles 14, 19 and 21 is built 
Žn ĨunĚaŵentaů ƉrinĐiƉůes ŽĨ eƋuaůity͕  ĨreeĚŽŵ͕ anĚ 
liberty. 
a. Article 14 ensures tŚat eǀeryŽne is eƋuaů ďeĨŽre 

tŚe ůaǁ anĚ is enƟtůeĚ tŽ eƋuaů ƉrŽteĐƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe 
ůaǁ͘ dŚis ŚeůƉs Ɖreǀent ĚisĐreƟŽn͘ 

b. Article 19 Őiǀes us Đertain ĨreeĚŽŵs͕ suĐŚ as 
ĨreeĚŽŵ ŽĨ sƉeeĐŚ͕ eǆƉressiŽn͕ anĚ ŵŽǀeŵent͘ 
/t ůets us ĚŽ tŚinŐs as ůŽnŐ as ǁe ĨŽůůŽǁ tŚe ůaǁ͘

c. Article 21 ƉrŽteĐts Žur riŐŚt tŽ ůiĨe anĚ ƉersŽnaů 
ĨreeĚŽŵ͕ ensurinŐ it Đan͛t ďe taŬen aǁay ǁitŚŽut 
a proper legal process.

4. �ut͕ tŚere are Ĩeǁ eǆĐeƉƟŽns in /nĚia s͛ Đase 
ĐŽnĐerninŐ tŚe �iĐey s͛ ĐŽnĐeƉt ŽĨ tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ͗
I. Discretionary Power: KĸĐiaůs sŽŵeƟŵes Śaǀe 

tŚe ƉŽǁer tŽ ŵaŬe ĚeĐisiŽns ďaseĚ Žn tŚeir 
ũuĚŐŵent͘ ^uĐŚ ƉŽǁer is neeĚeĚ ĨŽr tŚe sŵŽŽtŚ 
ĨunĐƟŽninŐ ŽĨ ĚeŵŽĐraĐy͘ 

Officials Discretionary Power Under 
Constitutional 

Article

President WarĚŽninŐ WŽǁer ArƟĐůe ϳ2

Appointment of 
Wriŵe Dinister

ArƟĐůe ϳϱ

�issŽůuƟŽn ŽĨ >ŽŬ 
Sabha

ArƟĐůe ϴϱ

Governor WarĚŽninŐ WŽǁer ArƟĐůe ϭϲϭ

Appointment of Chief 
Dinister

ArƟĐůe ϭϲ4

�issŽůuƟŽn ŽĨ ^tate 
>eŐisůaƟǀe Asseŵďůy

ArƟĐůe ϭϳ4

'ŽǀernŽr s͛ WŽǁer tŽ 
titŚŚŽůĚ Assent tŽ 

�iůůs

ArƟĐůe 200

'ŽǀernŽr 
reĐŽŵŵenĚinŐ 

tŚe iŵƉŽsiƟŽn ŽĨ 
WresiĚent s͛ Zuůe

ArƟĐůe ϯϱϲ
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II. Immunities: ^Žŵe ŽĸĐiaůs enũŽy Đertain iŵŵuniƟes tŽ ensure tŚe inĚeƉenĚenĐe ŽĨ tŚeir rŽůes͘ &Žr 

eǆaŵƉůe͕ tŚe WresiĚent anĚ 'ŽǀernŽr ĐannŽt ďe ƋuesƟŽneĚ in ĐŽurt ĨŽr tŚeir ŽĸĐiaů aĐƟŽns͘ dŚey 
Śaǀe iŵŵunity ĨrŽŵ Đriŵinaů ĐŚarŐes͕ anĚ eǀen Điǀiů ƉrŽĐeeĚinŐs Đan Žnůy start aŌer ŐiǀinŐ tŚeŵ ƉriŽr 
nŽƟĐe͘

III. Privileges͗ ̂ ƉeĐiaů riŐŚts Žr aĚǀantaŐes are ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ tŽ ŵany inĚiǀiĚuaůs tŽ ensure tŚe effeĐƟǀe ĨunĐƟŽninŐ 
ŽĨ tŚeir ĚuƟes͘ &Žr eǆaŵƉůe͕ �iƉůŽŵats ĚŽ nŽt Śaǀe tŽ ĨŽůůŽǁ aůů tŚe ůaǁs anĚ ruůes ŽĨ tŚe ĐŽuntry ǁŚere 
tŚey ǁŽrŬ͘ 

Which cases have emphasized the Rule of Law in India?

Cases Court’s Interpretation or Judgement

Kesavananda Bharati vs State of 
Kerala (1973)

Rule of Law is part of the Basic Structure ŽĨ tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn anĚ nŽ ĐŚanŐe Žr 
aŵenĚŵent Đan ŐŽ aŐainst it͘

Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain 
(1975)

Even the highest authorities suĐŚ as tŚe Wriŵe Dinister are suďũeĐt tŽ tŚe Zuůe 
ŽĨ >aǁ͘ 

Maneka Gandhi case (1978) dŚe ĐŽurt eŵƉŚasiǌeĚ tŚe importance of the rule of law anĚ tŚe ƉreǀenƟŽn ŽĨ 
arbitrariness.

D.K. Basu vs State of West Bengal 
(1996)

Violence in police custody is an aƩaĐŬ Žn human dignity. dŚereĨŽre͕ 
autŚŽriƟes neeĚ tŽ ĨŽůůŽǁ tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ >aǁ tŽ ƉrŽteĐt Śuŵan riŐŚts͘

Som Raj vs State of Haryana 
(2001)

Any autŚŽrity eǆerĐisinŐ ĚisĐreƟŽn sŚŽuůĚ Śaǀe a good reason ďeŚinĚ its 
aĐƟŽns͘ dŚe iĚea is tŚat ĐŚŽiĐes sŚŽuůĚ ďe ďaseĚ Žn reasŽnaďůe ŐrŽunĚs͘

4.  HIT-AND-RUN LAW CONTROVERSY
 The Central Government recently passed a new Hit-and-Run Bill in Parliament, which has been approved by 
President Draupadi Murmu. 

What is the Hit and Run Bill?
1. This bill is part of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, which aims to replace the old Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

of the colonial era.
2. The new law has introduced tough penalties for drivers who cause serious accidents leading to death and run away  

(i.e. Hit and Run Case) without informing a police officer or magistrate. The penalty mentioned in Section 106 (2) of 

the BNS, 2023 includes a fine and up to 10 years of jail imprisonment.

3. For those who report immediately, they face charges under Section 106(1) instead, with a punishment of up to 5 
years for causing death by rash or negligent acts. 

4. However, the passage of this bill has sparked nationwide protests, particularly among transporters and commercial 

drivers, who called it a “black law” and have actively opposed its enforcement.

Features Old Law New law

1. Hit and Run 
Case

The old IPC lacked a specific provision for hit-and-run 
cases. Earlier, Section 304 A of the IPC addressed 
causing death by a “rash and negligent act.”

Section 106 (2) of the new Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita outlines the penalties for 
hit-and-run cases.

2. Penalties Less severe Severe

3. Punishment Two-year punishment and a smaller fine.
Up to 10 years in jail and 7 lakh rupees 
fine.
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Principle Underlying the Law

(a) The law addresses the moral responsibility of drivers 

in hit-and-run incidents.

(b) It aims to deter rash and negligent driving by 

punishing those who flee without reporting or aiding 

victims.

Existing Law

(a) The law aligns with existing statutes (laws) like Section 

134 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, emphasizing 

prompt and responsible responses from drivers after 

accidents.

(b) Section 134 requires drivers to take reasonable steps 

to secure medical attention for the injured unless 

impractical due to external factors or furious (angry) 

mob.

(c) Section 161 of the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) 

Act, 2019, provides compensation for victims of hit-

and-run accidents.

(d) Compensation for death is Rs. 2 lakh, and for grievous 

(very severe or serious) injury, it is Rs. 50,000.

(e) Unlike Section 106 (2) of BNS, this compensation is 

not recoverable from the drivers in hit-and-run cases.

Road Accidents in India in 2022:
Total Road Crash Deaths in 
India  

1.7 lakh

Daily average road crashes in 
India

462

Increase in road accidents in 
India

12%

Average deaths per hour due 
to road accidents in India

19

Increase in road crash deaths 
in India

9.4%

Percentage of road fatalities 
on National and State high-
ways

More than 50%

Percentage of National and 
State highways in total road 
network

Less than 5%

Hit-and-run incidents in India More than 47,000
Total deaths resulting from 
hit-and-run incidents in India

Around 50,000

Decrease in global road crash 
deaths in 2022

5%

Note: Despite having only 1% of the world’s vehicles, 
India accounts for about 10% of crash-related deaths. This 
results in an economic loss of 5-7% of its GDP annually.

Challenges Solutions
Penalties are excessive, ignoring challenging work 
conditions like long hours and difficult roads.

Invest in improved road infrastructure, visibility 
measures, and safety features to reduce accidents.

Transporters argue accidents may result from factors 
beyond drivers’ control, like poor visibility and fear of 
violence.

Establish a standardized emergency response protocol 
to ensure prompt reporting without exposing drivers to 
violence.

Drivers claim unfair blame on them for accidents, 
irrespective of actual circumstances.

Clarify reporting procedures and evidence requirements 
for drivers to prove innocence or mitigating factors.

Concerns about potential abuse by law enforcement 
agencies and the overall harm to the transport industry.

Minor injuries should not be equated with criminal acts; 
consider alternatives like community service or driving 
retests.

Section 106(2) lacks differentiation between rash and 
negligent driving, ignoring contributory factors.

Categorize law based on liabilities and outcomes of 
accidents, with commensurate punishments.

Conclusion
 dŚe �ŚaraƟya Eyaya ̂ anŚita is an iŵƉŽrtant ůaǁ ĨŽr Śit-anĚ-run Đases͕ aiŵinŐ tŽ ĚeĐrease tŚe nuŵďer anĚ seǀerity ŽĨ rŽaĚ 
aĐĐiĚents in /nĚia͘ /t seeŬs tŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe ũusƟĐe anĚ reůieĨ tŽ ǀiĐƟŵs anĚ tŚeir Ĩaŵiůies ǁŚiůe ĚeterrinŐ ;ƉreǀenƟnŐ Žr ĚisĐŽuraŐinŐͿ 
anĚ ƉenaůiǌinŐ ŽffenĚers͘ ,Žǁeǀer͕  ŚaǀinŐ tŚe ůaǁ in ƉůaĐe is nŽt suĸĐient tŽ Őuarantee rŽaĚ saĨety anĚ ũusƟĐe͘ /t reƋuires a 
uniteĚ effŽrt ĨrŽŵ aůů inǀŽůǀeĚ ƉarƟes tŽ taĐŬůe tŚe unĚerůyinŐ Đauses anĚ ĐŚaůůenŐes ŽĨ rŽaĚ saĨety in /nĚia͘ 



ENSU
RE IA

S

ϴ www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

5.   WEBSITE BLOCKING BY THE GOVERNMENT
 AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚe inĨŽrŵaƟŽn ŽďtaineĚ ďy a ZiŐŚt tŽ 
/nĨŽrŵaƟŽn ;Zd/Ϳ reƋuest͕ tŚe nuŵďer ŽĨ ŐŽǀernŵent 
ŽrĚers tŽ ďůŽĐŬ ǁeďsites Śas increased by over 100 times 
in the last 10 years.

What is an RTI request?
1. dŚe riŐŚt tŽ /nĨŽrŵaƟŽn is a ůeŐaů riŐŚt unĚer tŚe 

Right to Information Act, 2005 Őiǀen tŽ tŚe ĐiƟǌens 
ŽĨ /nĚia tŽ asŬ tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent ĨŽr inĨŽrŵaƟŽn aďŽut 
its aĐƟŽns͕ ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ transƉarenĐy͘

2. tŚen tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent Őets an Zd/ reƋuest͕ it usuaůůy 
Śas tŽ reƉůy ǁitŚin a ĮǆeĚ Ɵŵeůine͕ eitŚer ďy ŐiǀinŐ 
tŚe reƋuesteĚ inĨŽrŵaƟŽn Žr eǆƉůaininŐ ǁŚy it 
ĐannŽt Őiǀe tŚat inĨŽrŵaƟŽn͘

What is the trend of Website Blocking Orders in 
India?

Year 2013 202ϯ ;Ɵůů KĐtŽďerͿ

Website Blocking 
Orders

ϲ2 ϲ͕ϵϱ4

Recent Instances:
1. dŚe Centraů ŐŽǀernŵent Śas ďanneĚ pornographic 

websites ŵuůƟƉůe Ɵŵes͕ inĐůuĚinŐ in 20ϭϱ͕ 20ϭϴ͕ anĚ 
20ϭϵ͘

2. An internet shutdown ǁas iŵƉŽseĚ in Jammu and 
Kashmir in AuŐust 20ϭϵ ǁŚen tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent 
ĐŚanŐeĚ tŚe sƉeĐiaů status ŽĨ Jaŵŵu Θ <asŚŵir 
unĚer ArƟĐůe ϯϳ0͘ 

3. dŚe ůŽnŐest internet sŚutĚŽǁn in 202ϯ tŽŽŬ ƉůaĐe in 
Manipur aŵiĚst Śuŵan riŐŚts ǀiŽůaƟŽns͘

Under which law does the government block 
websites or impose internet shutdowns?
1. Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public 

Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017: dŚese ruůes 
ŵenƟŽn tŚe ƉrŽĐeĚures ĨŽr teŵƉŽrariůy susƉenĚinŐ 
teůeĐŽŵ serǀiĐes in tŚe interest ŽĨ ƉuďůiĐ saĨety Žr 
ĚurinŐ eŵerŐenĐies͘

2. Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC): 
/t ƉrŽǀiĚes ůŽĐaů aĚŵinistraƟŽn tŚe ƉŽǁer tŽ issue 
ŽrĚers ƉreǀenƟnŐ ŐatŚerinŐs ŽĨ ƉeŽƉůe͘

3. Indian Telegraph Act, 1885: dŚis aĐt ƉrŽǀiĚes tŚe ůeŐaů 
ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ ĨŽr reŐuůaƟnŐ ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn serǀiĐes in 
/nĚia͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ƉŚŽnes anĚ tŚe internet͘

4. Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000: ^eĐƟŽn 
ϲϵA ŽĨ tŚis aĐt is useĚ ďy tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent tŽ issue 
ĚireĐƟŽns tŽ ďůŽĐŬ ǁeďsites Žr reŵŽǀe ĐŽntent in tŚe 
interest ŽĨ naƟŽnaů seĐurity Žr ƉuďůiĐ ŽrĚer͘

Why does the Government Block Websites?
1. National Security: 'Žǀernŵents ŵay ďůŽĐŬ ǁeďsites 

tŚat ĐŽuůĚ ďe a tŚreat tŽ tŚe ĐŽuntry s͛ saĨety͘ &Žr 
instanĐe͕ iĨ a ǁeďsite enĐŽuraŐes terrŽrisŵ Žr ǀiŽůent 
aĐƟǀiƟes aŐainst tŚe ĐŽuntry͘

2. Child Protection: �ůŽĐŬinŐ ǁeďsites tŚat ŚŽst Žr 
ƉrŽŵŽte ĐŚiůĚ ƉŽrnŽŐraƉŚy Žr tŚinŐs nŽt suitaďůe ĨŽr 
ĐŚiůĚren is a ǁay tŽ ŬeeƉ ĐŚiůĚren saĨe͘

3. Identity Theft Prevention: �ůŽĐŬinŐ ǁeďsites tŚat try 
tŽ ĐŚeat ƉeŽƉůe anĚ steaů tŚeir ƉersŽnaů inĨŽrŵaƟŽn 
online.

4. Fake News Control: 'Žǀernŵents ŵay ďůŽĐŬ ǁeďsites 
sƉreaĚinŐ Ĩaůse inĨŽrŵaƟŽn tŽ ŵaintain ƉuďůiĐ trust͘

5. Hate Speech Mitigation: Some websites may promote 
ŚatreĚ Žr ĚisĐriŵinaƟŽn aŐainst Đertain ŐrŽuƉs ŽĨ 
ƉeŽƉůe͘ �ůŽĐŬinŐ tŚeŵ ŚeůƉs ŬeeƉ a ƉeaĐeĨuů anĚ 
resƉeĐƞuů Žnůine enǀirŽnŵent͘

6. Protection of Individual Rights: Stopping websites 
tŚat ůŽŽŬ intŽ yŽur Ɖriǀate stuff Žr sƉy Žn yŽu ŚeůƉs 
ŬeeƉ yŽur riŐŚts anĚ ĨreeĚŽŵ saĨe͘ 

7. Combating Illegal Activities: 'Žǀernŵents ŵiŐŚt 
stŽƉ Đertain ǁeďsites ůinŬeĚ tŽ iůůeŐaů stuff ůiŬe seůůinŐ 
ĚruŐs͕ traĸĐŬinŐ ƉeŽƉůe͕ Žr ĚeaůinŐ ǁitŚ iůůeŐaů 
ǁeaƉŽns͘ dŚis is ĚŽne tŽ stŽƉ Đriŵinaůs ĨrŽŵ ĚŽinŐ 
these things online.

What are the concerns due to this action?
1. Freedom of Expression: �ůŽĐŬinŐ ǁeďsites ůiŵits 

ƉeŽƉůe s͛ ĨreeĚŽŵ tŽ eǆƉress tŚeŵseůǀes Žnůine͕ 
ůiŬe sŚarinŐ tŚeir ŽƉiniŽns Žr iĚeas͘ /t ŐŽes aŐainst 
tŚe ĨreeĚŽŵs ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ unĚer ArƟĐůe ϭϵ;ϭͿ;aͿ ŽĨ tŚe 
ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽn͘

2. Secrecy: /t is saiĚ tŚat ͞Caesar s͛ ǁiĨe sŚŽuůĚ ďe 
aďŽǀe susƉiĐiŽn͘͟  'Žǀernŵents ŵiŐŚt ďůŽĐŬ 
ǁeďsites ǁitŚŽut teůůinŐ ƉeŽƉůe ǁŚy͕  anĚ tŚis ůaĐŬ 
ŽĨ transƉarenĐy raises ĚŽuďts aďŽut tŚeir inteŐrity͘ 
dransƉarenĐy anĚ Ĩree ŇŽǁ ŽĨ inĨŽrŵaƟŽn ĐŚeĐŬ 
ĐŽrruƉƟŽn anĚ ensure aĐĐŽuntaďiůity͘

3. Added Expense: DaintaininŐ systeŵs tŽ ďůŽĐŬ 
ǁeďsites Đan ďe eǆƉensiǀe͘ 
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4. Ease of Doing Business: �ůŽĐŬinŐ Đertain ǁeďsites Žr 

ĐŽŵƉůete internet sŚutĚŽǁns Đan Đreate ďarriers ĨŽr 
entreƉreneurs anĚ affeĐt tŚe ďusiness enǀirŽnŵent 
neŐaƟǀeůy͘

5. Autonomy: AĚuůts sŚŽuůĚ Śaǀe tŚe riŐŚt tŽ ŵaŬe 
tŚeir Žǁn ĚeĐisiŽns aďŽut tŚe ĐŽntent tŚey aĐĐess͘

6. Tool for Moral Policing: �ůŽĐŬinŐ ǁeďsites Đan ďe 
useĚ tŽ ĐŽntrŽů ǁŚat ƉeŽƉůe tŚinŬ is riŐŚt Žr ǁrŽnŐ͕ 
ďaseĚ Žn tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ ǀaůues͘

7. Oversight: dŚere is a ĐŽnĐern aďŽut ǁŚŽ ensures 
tŚat autŚŽriƟes iŵƉůeŵenƟnŐ tŚese ďůŽĐŬs ǁiůů nŽt 
misuse their authority.

What is the take of International Institutions and 
the Indian Judiciary?

United Nations 
Human Rights 

Council 
(UNHRC)

1. hE,ZC 'eneraů Asseŵďůy 
reĐŽŐniǌes aĐĐess tŽ tŚe /nternet 
as a basic human right.

Faheema 
Shirin v. State 

of Kerala 
(2019)

1. dŚe riŐŚt tŽ aĐĐess tŚe /nternet 
is an integral part of the Right 
tŽ �ĚuĐaƟŽn anĚ tŚe ZiŐŚt tŽ 
WriǀaĐy͘ 

2. Internet access is crucial for 
eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ ƉriǀaĐy͕  anĚ ďeƩer 
ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes͘

Anuradha 
Bhasin vs 

Union Of India 
(2020)

1. Access to the Internet is an 
inteŐraů Ɖart ŽĨ ĨreeĚŽŵ ŽĨ 
sƉeeĐŚ anĚ eǆƉressiŽn unĚer 
ArƟĐůe ϭϵ;ϭͿ;aͿ͘

2. Any Đurďs Žn tŚe internet Śaǀe tŽ 
Ɖass tŚe test ŽĨ ƉrŽƉŽrƟŽnaůity 
i͘e͘ it sŚŽuůĚ Śaǀe a ũusƟĮeĚ 
ƉurƉŽse anĚ it sŚŽuůĚ ďe in 
ƉrŽƉŽrƟŽn tŽ tŚe neeĚ ŽĨ tŚe 
situaƟŽn͘ 

3. CŽŵƉůete restriĐƟŽns ǁiůů ďe 
ĐŽnsiĚereĚ Žn a Đase-ďy-Đase 
basis by courts.

6.  STATE OF JUDICIARY REPORT 2023
dŚe Centre for Research and Planning of the Supreme 
CŽurt Śas reĐentůy reůeaseĚ tŚe ͚State of the Judiciary͛ 
report. 

• dŚe reƉŽrt ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts tŚat as ŽĨ ^eƉteŵďer 202ϯ͕ 
there is a pendency of over 5 crore cases. 

About State of the Judiciary Report
a. dŚe ͞ ^tate ŽĨ tŚe JuĚiĐiary͗ A ZeƉŽrt Žn Infrastructure, 

Budgeting, Human Resources͕ anĚ /Cd͟ is issueĚ ďy 
tŚe Centre ĨŽr ZesearĐŚ anĚ WůanninŐ͘

b. /t eǆaŵines tŚe status ŽĨ India’s justice delivery 
system͕ sƉeĐiĮĐaůůy ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn tŚe ,iŐŚ CŽurts anĚ 
tŚe ĚistriĐt ũuĚiĐiary͘

c. WreƉareĚ unĚer tŚe ůeaĚersŚiƉ ŽĨ tŚe ,Žn͛ďůe CŚieĨ 
JusƟĐe ŽĨ /nĚia͕ �r͘  JusƟĐe � z͘͘  CŚanĚraĐŚuĚ͕ tŚe 
reƉŽrt aůiŐns ǁitŚ tŚe ǀisiŽn tŽ enŚanĐe tŚe efficiency 
of the judiciary.

Challenges and Solutions:
Challenges Solutions

• dŚe sŚŽrtaŐe ŽĨ 
ĐŽurtrŽŽŵs anĚ 
resiĚenƟaů units 
highlights the 
infrastructure gap in 
ũuĚiĐiaů inĨrastruĐture͘

• EeeĚ ĨŽr a Centraůůy 
^ƉŽnsŽreĚ ^ĐŚeŵe 
;C^^Ϳ ĨŽr ĚeǀeůŽƉinŐ 
infrastructural 
ĨaĐiůiƟes ĨŽr tŚe 
ũuĚiĐiary͘

• As against the total 
sanĐƟŽneĚ strenŐtŚ 
ŽĨ ũuĚŐes͕ tŚere is a 
sŚŽrtaŐe ŽĨ arŽunĚ 
ϱ͕ϯ00 ũuĚŐes in tŚe 
ĚistriĐt ũuĚiĐiary͘ 

• dŚere is a neeĚ 
ĨŽr a ĚeĚiĐateĚ 
�iǀisiŽn �enĐŚ ĨŽr 
tŚe Ɵŵeůy ĚisƉŽsaů 
of causes in the 
,iŐŚ CŽurts reůateĚ 
to recruitment of 
ũuĚŐes in �istriĐt 
Courts. 

• /nsuĸĐient inteŐraƟŽn 
ŽĨ inĨŽrŵaƟŽn anĚ 
ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐy ;/CdͿ 
Śas ŚaŵƉereĚ tŚe 
ũuĚiĐiary s͛ aďiůity tŽ 
aĚaƉt tŽ ŵŽĚern ůeŐaů 
ĚeŵanĚs͘

• A ĚeĚiĐateĚ /d 
CaĚre in tŚe ĚistriĐt 
court to regularly 
train ũuĚŐes͕ staff 
anĚ ůaǁyers tŽ 
strengthen the 
teĐŚniĐaů ǁŽrŬĨŽrĐe͘ 

• >aĐŬ ŽĨ ĨunĚs is tŚe 
cause for gaps in 
the current state of 
infrastructure in the 
ĚistriĐt ũuĚiĐiary͘

• A ĚeĚiĐateĚ ďanŬ 
for infrastructure 
ƉrŽũeĐts͘ 
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7.  VIJAY RAGHAVAN COMMITTEE: 
TO  D E T E R M I N E  I N D I A’ S  D E F E N C E 
TECHNOLOGY ROADMAP
 In January 2024, the Vijay Raghavan Committee, 
aƉƉŽinteĚ ďy tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent͕ suďŵiƩeĚ a ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe 
reƉŽrt aĚĚressinŐ ĐŽnĐerns reŐarĚinŐ the Defence 
Research and Development Organization (DRDO).

Reasons for establishing the Committee: -
1. Redefining Departmental Roles: dasŬeĚ ǁitŚ 

ŐeneraƟnŐ reĐŽŵŵenĚaƟŽns tŽ review and redefine 
tŚe ĚeƉartŵent s͛ rŽůe anĚ aůiŐn it ǁitŚ ĨuturisƟĐ 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů reƋuireŵents in tŚe ĚeĨenĐe ĚŽŵain͘

2. Evaluation by Parliamentary Committee: /n 20ϭϵ͕ 
tŚe CŽŵŵiƩee nŽteĚ tŚat tŚe �Z�K s͛ ƉerĨŽrŵanĐe 
Ĩeůů sŚŽrt ŽĨ anƟĐiƉateĚ stanĚarĚs anĚ eŵƉŚasiǌeĚ 
tŚe neeĚ ĨŽr siŐniĮĐant restruĐturinŐ͘

3. Findings from CAG Report: /t ĐriƟĐiǌeĚ tŚe �Z�K ĨŽr 
ĐateŐŽriǌinŐ 20 mission mode projects as ͚ suĐĐessĨuů͕͛  
ĚesƉite nŽt aĐĐŽŵƉůisŚinŐ tŚe intenĚeĚ ŐŽaůs͘

4. Recommendations from Dr. P. Rama Rao Committee: 
Earlier, tŚe �Z�K insƟtuteĚ tŚis ĐŽŵŵiƩee tŽ 
assess its ŽƉeraƟŽns͘ tŚiůe tŚe �Z�K suƉƉŽrteĚ 
aůů its reĐŽŵŵenĚaƟŽns͕ it ĚiĚ nŽt ƉrŽĐeeĚ ǁitŚ 
iŵƉůeŵenƟnŐ tŚe ƉrŽƉŽsaů tŽ estaďůisŚ a Board of 
Research for Advanced Defence Sciences (BRADS)

Current challenges and potential solutions to re-
form DRDO: - 
Challenge Potential Solution
1. Project delays and 
budget overages

Implement stricter 
project management 
protocols anĚ 
accountability measures 
tŽ ensure aĚŚerenĐe tŽ 
Ɵŵeůines anĚ ďuĚŐets͘

2. Lack of synergy with 
armed forces

&Žster closer 
collaboration between 
DRDO and the armed 
forces tŚrŽuŐŚ ũŽint 
ƉůanninŐ͕ traininŐ͕ anĚ 
ĨeeĚďaĐŬ ŵeĐŚanisŵs tŽ 
aůiŐn ƉriŽriƟes anĚ ŐŽaůs͘

3. Decommissioning 
redundant projects and 
labs

CŽnĚuĐt a thorough 
review of ongoing 
ƉrŽũeĐts anĚ ĨaĐiůiƟes tŽ 
iĚenƟĨy anĚ discontinue 
redundant ones, 
reaůůŽĐaƟnŐ resŽurĐes 
tŽǁarĚs ŵŽre iŵƉaĐƞuů 
iniƟaƟǀes͘

4. Bureaucratic hurdles in 
working as a government 
PSU

Reevaluate the 
organizational structure 
anĚ autŽnŽŵy ŽĨ �Z�K 
tŽ ensure it ĨunĐƟŽns 
eĸĐientůy ǁitŚŽut 
ďureauĐraƟĐ ŚinĚranĐes͘

5. Substandard 
production

Improve quality control 
measures anĚ inǀest in 
traininŐ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 
programs for DRDO 
personnel to enhance 
ƉrŽĚuĐt Ƌuaůity anĚ 
reliability.

6. Joint ventures with 
foreign manufacturers

CŽnƟnue anĚ expand 
strategic partnerships 
ǁitŚ ĨŽreiŐn ĚeĨenĐe 
Įrŵs tŽ ůeǀeraŐe tŚeir 
eǆƉerƟse anĚ resŽurĐes 
ĨŽr ũŽint ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 
anĚ ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn ƉrŽũeĐts͘

Recommendations of Vijay Raghavan Panel: 
1. Shift the focus back to Research and Development 

(R&D): dŚe dŚe 9-member panel suggests that DRDO 
sŚŽuůĚ return tŽ its ĐŽre ƉurƉŽse ŽĨ ĐŽnĚuĐƟnŐ 
researĐŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent ĨŽr ĚeĨenĐe͕ ratŚer tŚan 
ŐeƫnŐ inǀŽůǀeĚ in ƉrŽĚuĐt ŵanaŐeŵent͕ ǁŚiĐŚ is 
ďeƩer suiteĚ tŽ tŚe Ɖriǀate seĐtŽr͘

2. Defence Technology Council (DTC): dŚe ĐŽŵŵiƩee 
proposes that the Defence Technology Council, 
chaired by the Prime Minister, sŚŽuůĚ Ɖůay a Đentraů 
rŽůe in iĚenƟĨyinŐ suitaďůe Ɖůayers ĨŽr sƉeĐiĮĐ ĚeĨenĐe 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐies anĚ steerinŐ tŚe ĚireĐƟŽn ŽĨ ĚeĨenĐe 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐy ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘

3. Dedicated Department͗ dŚe ĐŽŵŵiƩee recommends 
the establishment of a Department of Defence 
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Science, Technology, and Innovation under the 
Ministry of Defence, ǁŚiĐŚ ǁŽuůĚ act as the 
secretariat ĨŽr tŚe �eĨenĐe deĐŚnŽůŽŐy CŽunĐiů͘

4. Enhanced PMO Oversight: dŚe Wriŵe Dinister s͛ KĸĐe 
is eǆƉeĐteĚ tŽ inĐrease its inǀŽůǀeŵent in ŵŽnitŽrinŐ 
ĐruĐiaů strateŐiĐ ƉrŽũeĐts͕ siŐnaůinŐ a ŚeiŐŚteneĚ ůeǀeů 
ŽĨ sĐruƟny tŽǁarĚs �Z�K s͛ ƉerĨŽrŵanĐe͘

5. Engagement with Private Sector: dŚe transĨer ŽĨ 
ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn anĚ ĨurtŚer ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent resƉŽnsiďiůiƟes 
is ƉrŽƉŽseĚ tŽ ďe entrusteĚ tŽ sƉeĐiĮĐ Ɖriǀate enƟƟes 
anĚ ƉuďůiĐ seĐtŽr unĚertaŬinŐs͘

6. Following DARPA Model: dŚe /nĚian ŐŽǀernŵent 
aims to restructure DRDO along the lines of the 
US’s Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA)͕ renŽǁneĚ ĨŽr its ƉrŽũeĐt-ďaseĚ͕ ŽutsŽurĐeĚ 
researĐŚ strateŐy ĚeǀŽiĚ ŽĨ in-ŚŽuse ůaďs Žr staff͘

About DRDO 
1. �Z�K is tŚe researĐŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent arŵ ŽĨ tŚe 

/nĚian Ministry of Defence which was established 
in 1958.

2. /ts ŵissiŽn is tŽ aĐŚieǀe seůĨ-reůianĐe in iŵƉŽrtant 
ĚeĨenĐe teĐŚnŽůŽŐies anĚ systeŵs͘

3. DRDO has a network of laboratories across the 
ĐŽuntry ǁŽrŬinŐ Žn ǀariŽus ĚeĨenĐe-reůateĚ ĮeůĚs͕ 
inĐůuĚinŐ aerŽnauƟĐs͕ arŵaŵents͕ eůeĐtrŽniĐs͕ 
ůanĚ ĐŽŵďat enŐineerinŐ͕ ůiĨe sĐienĐes͕ ŵateriaůs͕ 
ŵissiůes͕ anĚ naǀaů systeŵs͘ 

4. Recent projects- 

20ϭϲ ^uĐĐessĨuůůy testeĚ its Įrst inĚiŐenŽusůy 
ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ Śeaǀy-Ěuty ĚrŽne͕ ZustŽŵ 
2͕ ǁŚiĐŚ is an unŵanneĚ arŵeĚ ĐŽŵďat 
ǀeŚiĐůe ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ Žn tŚe ůines ŽĨ tŚe h^Ζs 
WreĚatŽr ĚrŽne͘

20ϭϴ �Z�K aůsŽ ĐŽ-ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ /nĚiaΖs Įrst 
nuĐůear ďaůůisƟĐ ŵissiůe suďŵarine͕ /E^ 
Arihant

20ϭϵ �Z�K ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ /nĚiaΖs Įrst anƟ-sateůůite 
systeŵ͕ ŵaŬinŐ /nĚia Žne ŽĨ tŚe Ĩeǁ 
ĐŽuntries in tŚe ǁŽrůĚ ǁitŚ tŚis ĐaƉaďiůity͘

5. �Z�K Śas aůsŽ ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ seǀeraů ďaůůisƟĐ ŵissiůes 
unĚer its Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme, inĐůuĚinŐ Prithvi, Trishul, Agni, Akash, 
and Nag missiles.

Conclusion
 dŚe Vijay Raghavan Committee’s suŐŐesƟŽns Ɖaǀe 
tŚe ǁay ĨŽr a transĨŽrŵeĚ �Z�K͕ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn researĐŚ 
anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent ǁŚiůe ďuiůĚinŐ ƉartnersŚiƉs ǁitŚ tŚe 
private sector͘ dŚis suƉƉŽrts India’s vision of self-reliance 
(Aatmanirbhar Bharat) anĚ reŇeĐts tŚe sƉirit ŽĨ Amrit 
Kaal͕ ŵarŬinŐ a ĨresŚ start in ĚeĨenĐe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͘

8.   LARGE HINDU TEMPLE EXISTED UNDER 
THE GYAN VAPI MOSQUE: ASI REPORT

1. AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚe ArĐŚaeŽůŽŐiĐaů ^urǀey ŽĨ /nĚia ;A^/Ϳ͕ 
a ůarŐe ,inĚu teŵƉůe eǆisteĚ at tŚe site ďeĨŽre tŚe 
ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe ŵŽsƋue in 'yan saƉi͘

2. dŚe A^/ s͛ reƉŽrt inĚiĐates tŚe ŵŽsƋue ĐŽntains 
arĐŚiteĐturaů eůeŵents anĚ arteĨaĐts tŚat suŐŐest tŚe 
ƉresenĐe ŽĨ a ,inĚu teŵƉůe ƉriŽr tŽ tŚe ŵŽsƋue s͛ 
ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn͘
• dŚese inĐůuĚe iĚŽůs͕ insĐriƉƟŽns͕ anĚ teŵƉůe 

Ɖarts ĚaƟnŐ ĨrŽŵ tŚe 12th to the 17th centuries.

What is the Dispute?
1. Location and Controversy: dŚe 'yan saƉi DŽsƋue͕ 

ůŽĐateĚ in saranasi͕ hƩar WraĚesŚ͕ is at tŚe Đentre 
ŽĨ a ŚistŽriĐaů anĚ reůiŐiŽus ĚisƉute͘ dŚe ŵŽsƋue is 
ďeůieǀeĚ tŽ stanĚ Žn tŚe remains of a demolished 
Hindu temple͕ a Đůaiŵ tŚat Śas ďeen suƉƉŽrteĚ ďy 
reĐent ĮnĚinŐs ĨrŽŵ tŚe ArĐŚaeŽůŽŐiĐaů ^urǀey ŽĨ 
/nĚia ;A^/Ϳ͘

2. Recent Court Decision: A ĐŽurt in saranasi Śas ruůeĚ 
in favour of allowing Hindu prayers within the 
mosque premises͕ unĚer tŚe ŐuiĚanĐe ŽĨ a Ɖriest 
from the Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple Trust͘ dŚis 
ĚeĐisiŽn Śas sƉarŬeĚ Ěifferent reaĐƟŽns aŵŽnŐ ,inĚu 
anĚ Dusůiŵ ĐŽŵŵuniƟes͘

3. Muslim Group’s Response: dŚe Anjuman Intezamia 
Masjid Committee͕ reƉresenƟnŐ tŚe Dusůiŵ 
ĐŽŵŵunity͕  Śas eǆƉresseĚ ĚisaŐreeŵent ǁitŚ tŚe 
ĐŽurt s͛ ruůinŐ anĚ intenĚs tŽ aƉƉeaů tŚe ĚeĐisiŽn͘

Key Discoveries and Implications
1. Discovery of Idols and Inscriptions: dŚe surǀey 

unĐŽǀereĚ iĚŽůs anĚ ĨraŐŵents ďeůieǀeĚ tŽ ďe Ɖart 
ŽĨ ,inĚu ĚeiƟes͕ aůŽnŐ ǁitŚ insĐriƉƟŽns in ǀariŽus 
ůanŐuaŐes͘ dŚese ĚisĐŽǀeries ƉrŽǀiĚe Đůear eǀiĚenĐe 
ŽĨ tŚe site s͛ ŽriŐinaů ,inĚu iĚenƟty͘
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2. Significance of Symbols: Symbols such as swastikas 

ĨŽunĚ Žn tŚe ŵŽsƋue s͛ struĐture ĨurtŚer suƉƉŽrt 
Đůaiŵs ŽĨ tŚe site s͛ ,inĚu ŽriŐins͘

Survey Methods and Technological Advances
1. Non-Invasive Techniques: dŚe A^/ uƟůiǌeĚ aĚǀanĐeĚ͕ 

nŽn-inǀasiǀe ŵetŚŽĚs ůiŬe Ground-Penetrating Radar 
(GPR) anĚ carbon datinŐ tŽ eǆƉůŽre tŚe ŵŽsƋue 
ĐŽŵƉůeǆ͘ dŚese teĐŚniƋues aůůŽǁ ĨŽr a ĚetaiůeĚ 
eǆaŵinaƟŽn ŽĨ ŚistŽriĐaů sites ǁitŚŽut ĐausinŐ 
ƉŚysiĐaů ĚaŵaŐe͘

 Legal and Religious Implications
1. dŚe Đase is Ɖart ŽĨ a ďrŽaĚer Ěeďate Žn reůiŐiŽus 

iĚenƟty͕  ŚistŽriĐaů interƉretaƟŽn͕ anĚ ůeŐaů riŐŚts in 
/nĚia͘ 

2. It also tests the Places of Worship Act, 1991, which 
ǁas ƉasseĚ ďy PV Narasimha Rao-ůeĚ ŐŽǀernŵent tŽ 
ŬeeƉ Places of worship unĐŚanŐeĚ as tŚey ǁere Žn 
August 15, 1947, eǆĐeƉt AyŽĚŚya͘ 

3. Places of worship are sacred places where people 
ƉraĐƟĐe tŚeir reůiŐiŽn͕ ůiŬe teŵƉůes͕ ŵŽsƋues͕ 
ĐŚurĐŚes͕ anĚ ŽtŚer ƉůaĐes ǁŚere inĚiǀiĚuaůs ĐŽŵe 
tŽŐetŚer tŽ ǁŽrsŚiƉ anĚ eǆƉress tŚeir ĨaitŚ͘

9.   ALL  INDIA SURVEY ON HIGHER 
EDUCATION (AISHE) 2021-2022

 /n January͕ 2024 dŚe Dinistry ŽĨ �ĚuĐaƟŽn͕Śas 
reůeaseĚ Aůů /nĚia ^urǀey Žn ,iŐŚer �ĚuĐaƟŽn ;A/^,�Ϳ͕ 
202ϭ-22͘ /nĚia͕ Žffers a ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe Žǀerǀieǁ ŽĨ tŚe 
current state of higher education in /nĚia͘  

Key findings of the Report
1. dŚe total enrolment in ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn Śas sŚŽǁn a 

steady increase, reaching 4.33 crore in 2021-22.
• dŚis is a nŽtaďůe rise ĨrŽŵ ϯ͘42 ĐrŽre in 20ϭ4-ϭϱ͘
• dŚis ŐrŽǁtŚ siŐniĮes tŚe eǆƉanĚinŐ aĐĐessiďiůity 

anĚ aƉƉeaů ŽĨ ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn in /nĚia͘
2. Female enrolment has seen a more notable increase 

tŚan tŚe Žǀeraůů rate͕ ǁitŚ a 32% rise since 2014-15. 
a. dŚis trenĚ is siŐniĮĐant as it ƉŽints tŽǁarĚs Őreater 

gender parity in ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ an essenƟaů 
ĨaĐtŽr ĨŽr ďaůanĐeĚ sŽĐietaů ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘

3. Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is a Ŭey inĚiĐatŽr ŽĨ tŚe 
Őeneraů ůeǀeů ŽĨ ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn in ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn͘ 

dŚe inĐrease tŽ 2ϴ͘4 in 202ϭ-22 ĨrŽŵ 2ϯ͘ϳ in 20ϭ4-ϭϱ 
suŐŐests tŚat a ŚiŐŚer ƉrŽƉŽrƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe eůiŐiďůe aŐe 
ŐrŽuƉ is nŽǁ ƉursuinŐ ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn͘
a. dŚe Ĩeŵaůe '�Z eǆĐeeĚinŐ tŚe ŵaůe '�Z 

unĚersĐŽres tŚe suĐĐessĨuů effŽrts in ďriĚŐinŐ tŚe 
ŐenĚer ŐaƉ in eĚuĐaƟŽn͘

4. Enrolment of SC, ST, and OBC Students:
a. SC and ST Students: dŚere Śas ďeen a remarkable 

increase in tŚe enrŽůŵent ŽĨ ^C anĚ ^d stuĚents͕ 
which is crucial for the empowerment of these 
ŚistŽriĐaůůy ŵarŐinaůiǌeĚ ĐŽŵŵuniƟes͘

b. OBC Students: dŚe 4ϱй inĐrease in K�C stuĚent 
enrŽůŵent reŇeĐts tŚe effeĐƟǀeness ŽĨ ƉŽsiƟǀe 
aĐƟŽn ƉŽůiĐies anĚ tŚe ďrŽaĚeninŐ ŽĨ tŚe 
eĚuĐaƟŽn ďase tŽ inĐůuĚe Ěiǀerse sŽĐiaů ŐrŽuƉs͘

5. Ph.D. Enrolment:
a. dŚe suďstanƟaů inĐrease in WŚ͘�͘ enrŽůŵent 

inĚiĐates a ŐrŽǁinŐ interest in aĚǀanĐeĚ researĐŚ 
anĚ aĐaĚeŵiĐ Ɖursuits͘

b. dŚe doubling of female Ph.D. enrolment is 
ƉarƟĐuůarůy nŽteǁŽrtŚy͕  suŐŐesƟnŐ tŚat ŵŽre 
ǁŽŵen are enŐaŐinŐ in ŚiŐŚ-ůeǀeů researĐŚ͘

6. Minority Student Enrolment:
a. dŚe inĐrease in Ĩeŵaůe ŵinŽrity stuĚent 

enrŽůŵent is a ƉŽsiƟǀe siŐn ŽĨ tŚe inĐůusiǀe nature 
ŽĨ ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ ensurinŐ reƉresentaƟŽn 
from all segments of society.

Infrastructure and Faculty Development:
1. dŚe estaďůisŚŵent ŽĨ ϯ4ϭ uniǀersiƟes anĚ uniǀersity-

ůeǀeů insƟtuƟŽns sinĐe 20ϭ4-ϭϱ reŇeĐts tŚe 
ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ ĐŽŵŵitŵent tŽ eǆƉanĚinŐ ŚiŐŚer 
eĚuĐaƟŽn inĨrastruĐture͘

2. dŚe increase in female faculty members not only 
ƉrŽŵŽtes ŐenĚer Ěiǀersity ďut aůsŽ serǀes as a rŽůe 
ŵŽĚeů ĨŽr Ĩeŵaůe stuĚents͕ ƉŽtenƟaůůy inŇuenĐinŐ 
tŚeir aĐaĚeŵiĐ anĚ Đareer asƉiraƟŽns͘

Conclusion:
dŚe A/^,� 202ϭ-2022 reƉŽrt sŚŽǁs siŐniĮĐant ƉrŽŐress 
in /nĚia s͛ ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn seĐtŽr͕  ƉarƟĐuůarůy in terŵs 
ŽĨ inĐůusiǀity anĚ ŐenĚer Ɖarity͘ dŚe inĐreaseĚ enrŽůŵent 
aĐrŽss Ěifferent sŽĐiaů ĐateŐŽries͕ ĐŽuƉůeĚ ǁitŚ tŚe rise in 
Ĩeŵaůe ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn ďŽtŚ in stuĚents anĚ ĨaĐuůty͕  ŵarŬs 
a ƉŽsiƟǀe trenĚ tŽǁarĚs a ŵŽre eƋuitaďůe anĚ Ěiǀerse 
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eĚuĐaƟŽnaů ůanĚsĐaƉe͘ dŚese trenĚs are ĐruĐiaů ĨŽr /nĚia s͛ 
ŐŽaů ŽĨ ďeĐŽŵinŐ a ŬnŽǁůeĚŐe-ďaseĚ eĐŽnŽŵy anĚ ĨŽr 
ensurinŐ sustainaďůe anĚ inĐůusiǀe ŐrŽǁtŚ͘

All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE):
1. Introduction to AISHE:

a. Objective: dŚe ŵain ŐŽaů is tŽ ŐatŚer 
ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe Ěata Žn ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn in /nĚia͘

b. Frequency: CŽnĚuĐteĚ annuaůůy sinĐe tŚe 
aĐaĚeŵiĐ year 20ϭ0-ϭϭ͘

c. Authority: KrŐaniǌeĚ ďy tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ 
�ĚuĐaƟŽn͕ 'Žǀernŵent ŽĨ /nĚia͘

2. Key Educational Indicators:
a. Institution Density: /nĚiĐates ŚŽǁ ŵany ŚiŐŚer 

eĚuĐaƟŽn insƟtuƟŽns are aǀaiůaďůe in a sƉeĐiĮĐ 
area͘ dŚis sŚŽǁs tŚe aĐĐessiďiůity ŽĨ ŚiŐŚer 
eĚuĐaƟŽn tŽ ƉeŽƉůe in Ěifferent reŐiŽns͘

b. Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER): dŚis is a ĐriƟĐaů 
ŵeasure sŚŽǁinŐ tŚe ƉerĐentaŐe ŽĨ stuĚents in 
tŚe eůiŐiďůe aŐe ŐrŽuƉ ;tyƉiĐaůůy ϭϴ-2ϯ yearsͿ ǁŚŽ 
are enrŽůůeĚ in ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn͘ /t reŇeĐts tŚe 
Žǀeraůů reaĐŚ ŽĨ ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn in tŚe ĐŽuntry͘

c. Pupil-Teacher Ratio: dŚis raƟŽ sŚŽǁs tŚe 
nuŵďer ŽĨ stuĚents ĨŽr eǀery teaĐŚer͕  inĚiĐaƟnŐ 
tŚe teaĐŚinŐ resŽurĐes͛ aĚeƋuaĐy͘

d. Gender Parity Index: A ĐruĐiaů inĚiĐatŽr tŽ 
unĚerstanĚ tŚe ŐenĚer ďaůanĐe in ŚiŐŚer 
eĚuĐaƟŽn͘ /t ĐŽŵƉares tŚe nuŵďer ŽĨ Ĩeŵaůe 
stuĚents tŽ ŵaůe stuĚents͕ ŚiŐŚůiŐŚƟnŐ tŚe 
ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn ŽĨ ǁŽŵen in ŚiŐŚer eĚuĐaƟŽn͘

e. Per Student Expenditure: ZeŇeĐts tŚe aǀeraŐe 
aŵŽunt ŽĨ ŵŽney sƉent Žn eaĐŚ stuĚent͕ ǁŚiĐŚ 
inĐůuĚes teaĐŚinŐ͕ researĐŚ͕ anĚ ŽtŚer ĨaĐiůiƟes͘

10.   ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION 
REPORT 2023

The 18th Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER) titled ‘Beyond Basics’ based on a survey led by 
the Pratham Foundation has been released.

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER)
;aͿ ASER is an annual, citizen-led household survey 

focusing on the education of children in rural 
India.

;ďͿ Conducted since 2005, it is the largest citizen-led 
survey in India, providing estimates of enrolment 
and basic academic levels nationally, state-wise, 
and district-wise.

;ĐͿ The survey targeted rural students aged 14 to 
18 in 28 districts across 26 states, assessing the 
foundational reading and arithmetic abilities of 
34,745 students.

Key Highlights of the Report
1. Enrolment Rates: Overall, 86.8% of 14-18-year-olds 

are enrolled in an educational institution.  
;aͿ The majority of students in the 14-18 age group 

are enrolled in Arts/Humanities streams (55.7% 
in Class XI or higher).

;ďͿ Gender differences in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
enrolment, with fewer females (28.1%) compared 
to males (36.3%).

2. Vocational Training: Only 5.6% are taking vocational 
training. It is more prevalent among college-level 
students. Most of the youths take short-duration 
courses of 6 months or less.

3. Basic Abilities: About 25% of the youth cannot 
fluently read a Class II level text in their regional 
language. Over 50% of youth struggle with division 
problems (3-digit by 1-digit). 

4. Language and Arithmetic Skills: Females perform 
better than males in reading a Standard II level text 
in regional language. Males excel in arithmetic and 
English reading. 
;aͿ Only 57.3% can read sentences in English, and 

75% understand their meanings.
5. Foundational Numeracy Skills: Over 50% of students 

in the 14-18 age group face difficulties with basic 
division problems. Around 45% struggle with tasks 
like calculating sleep hours based on bedtime and 
wake-up time.

6. Digital Education: Almost 90% of Indian youth have 
access to a smartphone in their household, indicating 
widespread digital connectivity.
;aͿ Gender Disparities: Significant gender gap in 

digital literacy, with girls being less likely to know 
how to use a smartphone or computer compared 
to boys.
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;ďͿ Online Safety Awareness: Boys show more familiarity with online safety settings, highlighting the need for 

targeted efforts to educate and empower girls in online safety practices.
;ĐͿ Smartphone Usage for Education: About two-thirds of youth use smartphones for educational purposes, such 

as watching online videos related to studies, solving doubts, or exchanging notes.
7. Recommendations for Bridging Educational Gaps: Government efforts are essential to address the gap in 

foundational literacy and numeracy skills, with a focus on initiatives targeting the 14-18 age group.
;aͿ National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 recognizes the necessity for ‘catch-up’ programs for students who have 

fallen behind academically.
;ďͿ Initiatives are needed to improve foundational literacy and numeracy skills among youth, not only for academic 

performance but also to meet their everyday requirements.

Challenges and Solutions:
Challenges Solutions

1. School Infrastructure and Amenities: 
1. Despite improved retention rates, there are concerns 

about the availability of basic amenities. (Retention 
rates simply show how many students stay in school 
over time.)

2. While 95% of schools have drinking water and toilets, 
over 10% lack electricity.

3. Digitization is lacking, with over 60% of schools lacking 
computers and 90% without internet access.

1. Increased Funding and Resource Allocation: Allocate 
more funds to education, aiming for the recommended 
6% of GDP as per the National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020.
1. Prioritize funding for infrastructure development, 

teacher training, and amenities in schools.
2. Provide schools with computers and internet access.

2. Shift Towards Private Schools: 
1. Over the years, there has been a shift towards private 

schools.
2. There is a decrease in the share of government schools 

from 87% in 2006 to 62% in March 2020.

2. Addressing Dropout Rates: 
1. Identify and address root causes of student dropouts, 

including socio-economic factors and quality of 
education.

2. Implement targeted interventions like scholarship 
programs and mentorship initiatives.

3. Build government schools in remote areas to penetrate 
education and basic amenities for digital education 
and promote technology integration.

3. Shortage of teachers, high student-teacher ratio, and 
dependence on contractual teachers are major issues. 
Quality differences are visible between well-funded 
formal schools and under-resourced informal schools.

3. Teacher Recruitment and Training: Recruit and train a 
sufficient number of qualified teachers to reduce the high 
student-teacher ratio. Implement continuous professional 
development programs to improve teaching quality.

4. Social Divides: Existence of social divides (caste-class, 
rural-urban, religious, and gender) impacting education 
quality.

4. Equal Access to Education: Ensure equal access to 
quality education for all, regardless of socio-economic 
status, caste, religion, or gender. Conduct sensitization 
(challenging myths) programs to promote inclusivity and 
reduce biases among teachers, students, and communities.

8. Government Initiatives in Education
;aͿ Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
;ďͿ PRAGYATA
;ĐͿ Mid-Day Meal Scheme

;ĚͿ Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
;eͿ PM SHRI Schools
;ĨͿ National Programme on Technology Enhanced 

Learning
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;ŐͿ National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Introduces 

changes to the education system, including the 
use of mother tongue or local language up to 
class 5. It emphasizes comprehensive education 
frameworks and introduces exams at various 
levels.

11.  BHISHM CUBE
 Cuďe-�,/^,D ŵŽďiůe ŚŽsƉitaůs Śaǀe ďeen ĚeƉůŽyeĚ 
in AyŽĚŚya aŚeaĚ ŽĨ tŚe ‘Pran Pratishtha’ ceremony.

What is Cube-BHISHM?
1.  �,/^,DA stanĚs ĨŽr ‘Bharat Health Initiative for 

Sahyog Hita and Maitri’.
2. /t is ĐŽnsists ŽĨ a set ŽĨ ͞ŵini-Đuďes͟ ĚesiŐneĚ ĨŽr 

easy airůiŌinŐ anĚ ĚeƉůŽyŵent Žn any terrain͘
a) dŚe ƉŽrtaďůe ŚŽsƉitaů Đan ŚanĚůe a ranŐe ŽĨ 

ŵeĚiĐaů eŵerŐenĐies͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ďuůůet͕ ďurn͕ 
ŚeaĚ͕ sƉinaů͕ ĐŚest inũuries͕ etĐ͘ 

b) /t is ĐaƉaďůe ŽĨ ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ ĐriƟĐaů ŵeĚiĐaů Đare tŽ 
ϭ00 surǀiǀŽrs ĨŽr uƉ tŽ 4ϴ ŚŽurs

3. It inĐůuĚes a Ĩuůůy eƋuiƉƉeĚ ŽƉeraƟŽn tŚeatre͕ ŵini-
/Chs͕ ǀenƟůatŽrs͕ ďůŽŽĚ-tesƟnŐ eƋuiƉŵent͕ an y-ray 
ŵaĐŚine͕ ĐŽŽŬinŐ staƟŽn͕ sŚeůter ĨaĐiůity͕  anĚ ƉŽǁer 
generator.

Project BHISMA
1. Launch Date͗ WrŽũeĐt �ŚisŚŵa͛ ǁas ůaunĐŚeĚ 

in &eďruary͕  2022͘
2. Objective: tŽ enŚanĐe ŵeĚiĐaů reaĚiness anĚ 

resƉŽnse ĐaƉaďiůiƟes͕ ensurinŐ a rŽďust ŚeaůtŚĐare 
systeŵ ĨŽr eŵerŐenĐy situaƟŽns͘

3. Mobile Hospitals: WrŽũeĐt �,/^,D inǀŽůǀes tŚe 
ĚeƉůŽyŵent ŽĨ ŵŽďiůe ŚŽsƉitaůs ŬnŽǁn as ArŽŐya 
Daitri �isaster DanaŐeŵent Cuďe-�,/^,D͘

4. Cutting-Edge Technology: dŚese ŵŽďiůe ŚŽsƉitaůs are 
eƋuiƉƉeĚ ǁitŚ ĐuƫnŐ-eĚŐe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy ůiŬe ŽƉeraƟŽn 
tŚeatre͕ ŵini-/Chs͕ sŚŽǁĐasinŐ innŽǀaƟŽn in ŵeĚiĐaů 
infrastructure.

5. Treatment Capacity: ^ƉeĐiĮĐaůůy ĚesiŐneĚ tŽ treat uƉ 
tŽ 200 ĐasuaůƟes͕ aĚĚressinŐ tŚe ŵeĚiĐaů neeĚs ŽĨ a 
siŐniĮĐant nuŵďer ŽĨ inĚiǀiĚuaůs ĚurinŐ eŵerŐenĐies͘

6. Alignment with Bharat Health Initiative: dŚe 
iniƟaƟǀe aůiŐns ǁitŚ tŚe ďrŽaĚer �Śarat ,eaůtŚ 
/niƟaƟǀe͕ eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn ;^aŚyŽŐͿ͕ ǁeůĨare 
;,itaͿ͕ anĚ ĨrienĚsŚiƉ ;DaitriͿ in ŚeaůtŚĐare ƉraĐƟĐes͘

12. SWACHH SURVEKSHAN AWARDS 2023
1. ZeĐentůy͕  tŚe ^ǁaĐŚŚ ^urǀeŬsŚan AǁarĚs 202ϯ ǁere 

Őiǀen aǁay ďy WresiĚent �rŽuƉaĚi Durŵu͘  
• dŚe tŚeŵe ĨŽr tŚe year 202ϯ ǁas - “Waste to 

Wealth”.
o &Žr 2024͕ tŚe tŚeŵe is “Reduce, Reuse and 

Recycle”.

Swachh Survekshan 
1. ^ǁaĐŚŚ ^urǀeŬsŚan is tŚe world’s largest survey for 

Đůeanůiness in ĐiƟes in /nĚia͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ǁas starteĚ in 
2016.

2. dŚe Swachh Survekshan awards are Őiǀen tŽ ĐiƟes 
ďaseĚ Žn tŚeir ranŬinŐ in tŚe surǀey ǁŚiĐŚ Đreates 
a competition among states tŽ ƉerĨŽrŵ ďeƩer in 
cleanliness.

3. /t is ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ as Ɖart ŽĨ tŚe ^ǁaĐŚŚ �Śarat DissiŽn 
;hrďanͿ͘

What is the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban)?
1. ^ǁaĐŚŚ �Śarat DissiŽn ;^�DͿ͕ aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as Cůean 

/nĚia DissiŽn͕ is a ŵaũŽr iniƟaƟǀe ůaunĐŚeĚ ďy tŚe 
'Žǀernŵent ŽĨ /nĚia͘ 

2. /t ǁas ĨŽrŵaůůy ůaunĐŚeĚ Žn October 2, 2014͕ ŵarŬinŐ 
DaŚatŵa 'anĚŚi s͛ �irtŚ anniǀersary͘

3. WŚases ŽĨ tŚe ^ǁaĐŚŚ �Śarat DissiŽn inĐůuĚe͗

Phases Timeline Aim

Phase 1 /ŵƉůeŵenteĚ 
between 2014 
- 20ϭϵ

1. dŽ ŵaŬe /nĚia 
“Open-Defecation 
Free” (K�&Ϳ ďy 
ĐŽnstruĐƟnŐ tŽiůets 
ďeĨŽre DaŚatŵa 
'anĚŚi s͛ ϭϱ0tŚ 
ďirtŚ anniǀersary Žn 
KĐtŽďer 2͕ 20ϭϵ͘ 

2. KƉen ĚeĨeĐaƟŽn 
means people using 
ĮeůĚs͕ ďusŚes͕ ĨŽrests͕ 
riǀersiĚes͕ Žr ŽtŚer 
open spaces as places 
for toilets.
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Phase 2 �einŐ 
iŵƉůeŵenteĚ 
between 
2020ʹ2ϭ anĚ 
2024–25.

1. dŽ ŵaŬe /nĚia 

Garbage Free anĚ 

ƉrŽǀiĚe aĐĐess tŽ 

eǀery ĐiƟǌen ĨŽr 

sanitaƟŽn͘ 

2. ͞^anitaƟŽn͟ ŵeans 

ŬeeƉinŐ tŚinŐs Đůean 

anĚ ŚeaůtŚy͕  ůiŬe 

ŚaǀinŐ Đůean ǁater͕  

ƉrŽƉer ǁaste ĚisƉŽsaů͕ 

anĚ ŐŽŽĚ ŚyŐiene 

ƉraĐƟĐes͘ 

3. Also, it aims to change 

tŚe ďeŚaǀiŽur ŽĨ 

ƉeŽƉůe tŽ ƉarƟcipate 
in sanitaƟŽn͘

4. The mission is divided into 2 parts: 

Parts Implementing Agency

Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Rural)

Dinistry ŽĨ Jaů ^ŚaŬƟ

Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban)

Dinistry ŽĨ ,ŽusinŐ anĚ 
hrďan Affairs

ϱ͘  ̂ ǁaĐŚŚ �Śarat DissiŽn ;hrďanͿ is iŵƉůeŵenteĚ ǁitŚ 
tŚe ŚeůƉ ŽĨ tŚe Yuaůity CŽunĐiů ŽĨ /nĚia ǁŚiĐŚ is a nŽn-
ƉrŽĮt ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽn͘ /t sets tŚe Ƌuaůity stanĚarĚs ĨŽr 
aůů iŵƉŽrtant areas inĐůuĚinŐ eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ ŚeaůtŚĐare͕ 
enǀirŽnŵent ƉrŽteĐƟŽn͕ ŐŽǀernanĐe͕ sŽĐiaů seĐtŽrs͕ 
infrastructure sector, etc.

How are cities evaluated in the Swachh 
Survekshan Awards?
1. Citizen Feedback: CiƟǌens are asŬeĚ aďŽut tŚeir 

ŽƉiniŽn Žn tŚe Đůeanůiness in tŚe ĐiƟes tŚrŽuŐŚ 
surǀeys͘
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2. Field Assessment: ^ƉeĐiĮĐ sites ǁŚere ŐarďaŐe is 

ƉiůůeĚ uƉ in tŚe Đity are ƉŚysiĐaůůy ĐŚeĐŬeĚ͘
3. ZanŬinŐs are Őiǀen ďaseĚ Žn ďŽtŚ ŽĨ tŚese Ɖaraŵeters͘

Rankings of Swachh Survekshan Awards 2023:
1. Kut ŽĨ tŚe �ŽƩŽŵ ϱ͕ 4 states are from North East 

/nĚia͘ ,enĐe͕ tŚere is a neeĚ tŽ ĨŽĐus Žn tŚe EŽrtŚ 
�astern reŐiŽn ĨŽr iŵƉůeŵenƟnŐ tŚe ŵissiŽn aŚeaĚ͘

2. Varanasi anĚ Prayagraj won the top two aǁarĚs 
among the Cleanest Ganga Towns.

3. Indore Śas ĐŽnsistentůy tŽƉƉeĚ tŚe ranŬinŐ sinĐe 
20ϭϳ͘

How did Indore become the cleanest city in India?
1. /nĚŽre ǁas ranŬeĚ 25th in 2016 ǁŚiĐŚ aůarŵeĚ tŚe 

ĚistriĐt aĚŵinistraƟŽn tŽ ĨŽĐus Žn sanitaƟŽn͘
2. dŚey sƉeĐiĮĐaůůy targeted the indicators of the 

^ǁaĐĐŚŚ ^arǀeŬsŚan ^urǀey tŽ ďrinŐ a ƉŽsiƟǀe 
ĐŚanŐe in /nĚŽre͘

3. �arůier ǁaste ǁas ĐŽůůeĐteĚ ďy Ɖriǀate enƟƟes in 
/nĚŽre͘ �ut tŚe ĚeĐisiŽn ǁas taŬen tŽ Őiǀe tŚis task to 
the municipality. 

4. dŚe ŵuniĐiƉaůity useĚ tŚe nudge effect tŽ ŵaŬe tŚe 
Đůeanůiness iniƟaƟǀes ƉŽƉuůar aŵŽnŐ ƉeŽƉůe͘
• dŚe nuĚŐe effeĐt says tŚat ƉeŽƉůe ĐŚŽŽse tŽ ĚŽ 

ǁŚat is easy anĚ ĐŽnǀenient ĨŽr tŚeŵ͕ ratŚer 
than what is right for them.

• ,enĐe͕ ǁe sŚŽuůĚ ŵaŬe tŚe riŐŚt tŚinŐ easy ĨŽr 
ƉeŽƉůe͘ ^Ž͕ tŚe ŵuniĐiƉaůity ĚeĐiĚeĚ tŽ directly 
collect the waste from the doorstep of the 
citizens.

5. dŚe ǁaste ǁas seŐreŐateĚ at tŚe Ɵŵe ŽĨ ĐŽůůeĐƟŽn 
itseůĨ intŽ 2͗
a. Wet waste: /t ǁas iŵŵeĚiateůy ĐŽnǀerteĚ intŽ 

ĐŽŵƉŽst anĚ sŽůĚ tŽ earn sŽŵe reǀenue͘
b. Dry waste: /t ǁas treateĚ at a dreatŵent Ɖůant at 

�eǀŐuraĚia in /nĚŽre͘ 
6. ^ƉeĐiaů ĨŽĐus ǁas aůsŽ Őiǀen tŽ ĐůeaninŐ uƉ ŽůĚ 

aĐĐuŵuůateĚ ǁaste tŚat Śas ďeen ƉiůeĚ uƉ ĨŽr a ůŽnŐ 
Ɵŵe͘ ^uĐŚ ǁaste is ŬnŽǁn as Legacy Waste͘ dŚe 
ŵuniĐiƉaůity treateĚ ϭϯ ůaŬŚ ŵetriĐ tŽnnes ŽĨ ǁaste 
in ũust aďŽut ϲ ŵŽntŚs͘ 

7. One of tŚe ŵaũŽr reasŽns ǁŚy /nĚŽre reŵains at tŚe 
tŽƉ ŽĨ tŚe ranŬinŐ is its ϱ-star raƟnŐ͘ dŚe criteria for 
a 5-star Rating unĚer tŚe ^ǁaĐŚŚ �Śarat DissiŽn 
says that 75% ŽĨ tŚe ǁaste sŚŽuůĚ ďe treateĚ at tŚe 
ĚuŵƉinŐ site itseůĨ͕  ǁŚiĐŚ /nĚŽre ĚiĚ at its �eǀŐuraĚia 
plant.

8. NGOs ǁere ĨunĚeĚ ďaseĚ Žn ŚŽǁ ŵuĐŚ tŚey ƉrŽŵŽteĚ 
tŚe iniƟaƟǀe͘ dŚe ƉrŽŵŽƟŽn inǀŽůǀeĚ ĐreaƟnŐ 
aǁareness͕ enĐŽuraŐinŐ ǁaste iĚenƟĮĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ 
reǁarĚinŐ ƉŽsiƟǀe ďeŚaǀiŽrs reůateĚ tŽ Đůeanůiness͘

9. ^Žŵe innŽǀaƟǀe aƉƉrŽaĐŚes ďy tŚe /nĚŽre 
AĚŵinistraƟŽn inĐůuĚe
a. Dustbins for Vehicles͗ �istriďuteĚ ϭ000 Ěustďins 

to car owners for throwing trash responsibly.
b. Oath of Cleanliness͗ �nĐŽuraŐeĚ ůaŬŚs ŽĨ ƉeŽƉůe 

tŽ taŬe an ŽatŚ tŽ ŬeeƉ tŚeir surrŽunĚinŐs Đůean͘
c. Penalties͗ A Įne ŽĨ Zs͘ 2ϱ0 tŽ ϱ00 ǁas iŵƉŽseĚ 

Žn tŚe sƉŽt ĨŽr sƉiƫnŐ Žn rŽaĚs͕ urinaƟnŐ in tŚe 
open or throwing trash.

13.   ATAL SETU: INDIA’S LONGEST SEA 
BRIDGE 

1. /n January͕  2024 WD EarenĚra DŽĚi inauŐurates 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Sewri-Nhava Sheva Atal Setu in 
Eaǀi Duŵďai͘

2. /t is aůsŽ reĨerreĚ tŽ as Mumbai Trans Harbour Link 
(MTHL).

3. /t is tŚe ůŽnŐest ďriĚŐe in /nĚia anĚ aůsŽ tŚe longest 
sea bridge in the country.

4. It is a 21.8 Kms long ϲ-ůane ďriĚŐe ŚaǀinŐ aďŽut 16.5 
km ůenŐtŚ Žǀer tŚe sea anĚ aďŽut 5.5 km on the 
land. 
• Earlier, Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Bridge was 

tŚe ůŽnŐest ďriĚŐe in /nĚia͕ Žǀer tŚe river 
Brahmaputra, in Assaŵ͘ dŚe 9.15 Km long riǀer 
ďriĚŐe͘

5. /t ĐŽnneĐts ^eǁri in Duŵďai ǁitŚ EŚaǀa ^Śeǀa in 
ZaiŐaĚ ĚistriĐt͘

6. It will provide faster connectivity tŽ Duŵďai 
/nternaƟŽnaů AirƉŽrt anĚ Eaǀi Duŵďai /nternaƟŽnaů 
AirƉŽrt anĚ ǁiůů aůsŽ reĚuĐe tŚe traǀeů Ɵŵe ĨrŽŵ 
Duŵďai tŽ Wune͕ 'Ža anĚ ^ŽutŚ /nĚia͘
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7. It will also improve connectivity ďetǁeen Duŵďai 

WŽrt Θ JaǁaŚarůaů EeŚru WŽrt͘

8. dŚe ƉrŽũeĐt is financed by tŚe JaƉan /nternaƟŽnaů 

CŽŽƉeraƟŽn AŐenĐy (JICA), ĐŽǀerinŐ ϴ0й ŽĨ tŚe tŽtaů 

ƉrŽũeĐt ĐŽst͕ ǁŚiůe tŚe reŵaininŐ ƉŽrƟŽn is sŚareĚ 

between the state and central governments.

14.   NEW SOLAR POWER SCHEME FOR 
PVTGS UNDER PM JANMAN

1. In January 2024, The President has given approval for 

a new Solar Power Scheme for villages inhabited by 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) under 

the PM JANMAN scheme.

2. It is implemented by the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy (MNRE) as part of PM-JANMAN.

Scope of Coverage

1. The scheme covers electrification in PVTG areas 

located in 18 States and UT of Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands.

2. It focuses on off-grid solar systems where grid-based 

electricity supply is not feasible.

3. Additionally, solar lighting provision is included for 

1500 Multi-Purpose Centres (MPCs) in PVTG areas 

lacking grid electricity.

Components:

1. Electrification of 1 lakh PVTG Households through 

Off-grid Solar Power:

a) Solar Home Lighting System (SHLS) provided free 

of cost for scattered un-electrified Households.

b) Central Financial Assistance (CFA) covers system 

cost, transportation, installation, maintenance for 

5 years, and taxes.

c) Provision of 0.3 kW Solar off-grid system for each 

HH.

2. Solar Mini-Grid:

a) Installed for clusters of households in PVTG 

habitation/hamlet instead of individual Solar 

Home Lighting System (SHLS).

b) MNRE provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) 

support limited to Rs. 50,000 per un-electrified 

household covered under the Mini-Grid.

c) The developer is responsible for operating and 

maintaining the Mini-Grid for a minimum of 5 

years.

3. Solarisation of Multi-Purpose Centers (MPCs):

a) Installation of solar street lighting and provision 

of lighting in 1500 MPCs where grid electricity is 

unavailable.

b) Each MPC receives Rs. 1 lakh for solarisation.

4. Implementation Agency: The respective DISCOM in 

the PVTG area serves as the implementing agency for 

the Scheme.

Understanding the PM-JANMAN scheme 

1. About

a) The Ministry of Tribal Affairs launched the 

Pradhan Mantri-Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha 

Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) Scheme.

b) It focuses on uplifting Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Groups (PVTGs) and integrating them into 

the mainstream

2. Implementation:

a) Executed by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs in 

collaboration with state governments and PVTG 

communities.

b) Comprises both Central Sector and Centrally 

Sponsored Schemes.

3. Critical Interventions:

a) Managed by 9 line Ministries.

b) Aims to implement existing schemes in villages 

inhabited by PVTGs.

4. Scope: The mission’s primary scope is to 

comprehensively enhance the living conditions 

of PVTG (Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group) 

households and habitations by ensuring they have 

access to essential amenities and services. This 

includes:
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Priority Description
a) Safe Housing Ensuring secure and habitable housing for PVTG households, providing protection from 

environmental challenges and fostering a sense of security.
b) Clean Drinking Water 

& Sanitation

Guaranteeing access to clean drinking water and proper sanitation facilities to reduce 

health risks and improve overall well-being.
c) Education Enhancing access to quality education for PVTG children, empowering them with 

knowledge and skills for a better future
d) Healthcare & Nutrition Providing easy access to healthcare services and nutrition programs for improved 

overall health outcomes in PVTG communities.
e) Road & Telecom 

Connectivity

Establishing road infrastructure, electricity, and telecom connectivity to enhance 

economic opportunities and access to information in PVTG habitations.
f) Sustainable Livelihood 

Opportunities

Promoting sustainable livelihood options to empower PVTG communities economically 

and reduce reliance on marginal resources.

5. Critical Interventions: - The mission aims to cover all eligible PVTG beneficiaries and PVTG habitations through 11 
critical interventions through 9 Ministries including MoTA.

6. Expected Impact:
a) Enhancing the quality of life and well-being of PVTGs.
b) Addressing multiple forms of discrimination and exclusion.
c) Recognizing and valuing their unique contributions to national and global development.

7. Challenges in Implementation of PM- JANMAN Scheme with their respective solutions:

Challenges Solutions

1. Data inaccuracy

a) Conduct regular and comprehensive census surveys

b) Implement transparent data collection processes

c) Ensure timely and accurate reporting of data

2. Lack of transparency

a) Ensure results of baseline surveys are made public

b) Foster transparency in project implementation

c) Engage stakeholders through open communication

3. Lack of accountability

a) Define clear roles and responsibilities

b) Establish mechanisms for monitoring and evaluation

c) Hold responsible parties accountable for outcomes

4. Loss of ecological diversity

a) Conduct environmental impact assessments

b) Implement sustainable development practices

c) Preserve and protect natural habitats and resources

5. Loss of cultural heritage

a) Incorporate traditional knowledge and practices

b) Promote cultural preservation and education

c) Empower communities to safeguard their heritage

6. Lack of autonomy

a) Ensure participation of PVTGs in decision-making

b) Respect and protect indigenous rights and autonomy

c) Promote self-governance and community empowerment
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Who are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)?

Definition
PVTGs were originally designated as Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) in 1973 by the Dhebar 

Commission and were renamed by the Government of India in 2006. 

Characteristics

1. Preservation of pre-agricultural practices, 

2. Hunting and gathering practices, 

3. Decreasing or stagnant population growth, and 

4. Relatively low levels of literacy in contrast to other tribal groups.

Population
There are 75 PVTGs spread across 18 states and 1 Union Territory (Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands), totaling approximately 27.6 lakh individuals as per the 2011 Census.

Distribution Odisha (15) has the highest number of PVTGs, followed by Andhra Pradesh (12).

Other Initiatives for PVTGs:
1. Janjatiya Gaurav Divas: A celebration recognizing the cultural heritage and contributions of tribal communities.
2. Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra: A developmental journey focusing on uplifting marginalized communities, including 

PVTGs.
3. PM PVTG Mission: A mission aimed at addressing the specific needs and challenges faced by PVTGs, ensuring their 

holistic development and integration into society.

15.   MPLADS E-SAKSHI MOBILE APP LAUNCHED 
 /n January 2024͕ DW>A�^ ;Deŵďer ŽĨ Warůiaŵent >ŽĐaů Area �eǀeůŽƉŵent ^ĐŚeŵe ;DW>A�^Ϳ e-^A<^,/ DŽďiůe 
AƉƉůiĐaƟŽn ǁas ůaunĐŚeĚ ďy Dinistry ŽĨ ^taƟsƟĐs anĚ WrŽŐraŵŵe /ŵƉůeŵentaƟŽn ;DŽ^W/Ϳ͘
• dŚat aůůŽǁs DWs tŽ ƉrŽƉŽse͕ traĐŬ͕ anĚ Žǀersee ƉrŽũeĐts unĚer DW>A� ^ĐŚeŵe͘

About e-SAKSHI Application:
1. &aĐiůitates tŚe reǀiseĚ ĨunĚ ŇŽǁ ƉrŽĐeĚure unĚer tŚe Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 

(MPLADS) Scheme.
2. Aiŵs tŽ reǀŽůuƟŽniǌe tŚe enŐaŐeŵent anĚ ŵanaŐeŵent ŽĨ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent ƉrŽũeĐts ďy Deŵďers ŽĨ Warůiaŵent ;DWsͿ 

in tŚeir ĐŽnsƟtuenĐies͘
3. Kffers convenience and accessibility͕ enaďůinŐ DWs tŽ ƉrŽƉŽse͕ traĐŬ͕ anĚ Žǀersee ƉrŽũeĐts ĐŽnǀenientůy͘
4. WrŽǀiĚes real-time access tŽ ƉrŽũeĐt inĨŽrŵaƟŽn͕ enŚanĐinŐ ĚeĐisiŽn-ŵaŬinŐ anĚ resƉŽnsiǀeness͘
5. Streamlines communication ďetǁeen DWs anĚ reůeǀant autŚŽriƟes͕ ĨŽsterinŐ eĸĐient eǆĐŚanŐe ŽĨ inĨŽrŵaƟŽn͘
6. Promotes transparency ďy ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ instant uƉĚates Žn ƉrŽũeĐt status anĚ ƉrŽŐress͘
7. /nĐůuĚes Ĩeatures ĨŽr budget management, aůůŽǁinŐ DWs tŽ ŵŽnitŽr eǆƉenĚitures effeĐƟǀeůy͘

Key points about the MPLAD Scheme:
1. /ntrŽĚuĐeĚ in 1993͕ Ĩuůůy ĨunĚeĚ ďy tŚe 'Žǀernŵent ŽĨ /nĚia͘
2. &unĚs are reůeaseĚ as Őrants-in-aiĚ ĚireĐtůy tŽ ĚistriĐt autŚŽriƟes͘
3. &unĚs are non-lapsable͕ ensurinŐ enƟtůeŵent carries forward to subsequent years.
4. Annuaů enƟtůeŵent Ɖer DWͬĐŽnsƟtuenĐy is 5 crore rupees.
5. DWs reĐŽŵŵenĚ ǁŽrŬs͖ ĚistriĐt autŚŽriƟes sanĐƟŽn͕ eǆeĐute͕ anĚ ĐŽŵƉůete tŚeŵ͘
6. Lok Sabha Deŵďers reĐŽŵŵenĚ ǁŽrŬs in tŚeir ĐŽnsƟtuenĐies͖ Rajya Sabha Deŵďers reĐŽŵŵenĚ ǁŽrŬs anywhere 

in their state.
7. Nominated Deŵďers ŽĨ Warůiaŵent Đan reĐŽŵŵenĚ ǁŽrŬs nationwide.
8. DW>A�^ ƉrŽũeĐts Đan ďe iŵƉůeŵenteĚ in areas affeĐteĚ ďy ǀariŽus naturaů ĐaůaŵiƟes anĚ ŚaǌarĚs͘
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1.  FRENCH PRESIDENT VISITED INDIA 
&renĐŚ WresiĚent �ŵŵanueů DaĐrŽn ǀisiteĚ /nĚia as tŚe 
CŚieĨ 'uest ĨŽr /nĚia s͛ ϳϱtŚ ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay͘ dŚis ǀisit ŵarŬs 
WresiĚent DaĐrŽn s͛ 2nd State Visit anĚ tŚe 6th French 
leader visit as a ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay 'uest ŽĨ ,ŽnŽur͘

A state visit is a ĨŽrŵaů ǀisit ďy tŚe ŚeaĚ ŽĨ state ŽĨ Žne 
ĐŽuntry tŽ tŚe ŚeaĚ ŽĨ state ŽĨ anŽtŚer ĐŽuntry͘ dŚe 
ŚŽst ĐŽuntry s͛ ŚeaĚ ŽĨ state inǀites tŚe ǀisiƟnŐ ŚeaĚ ŽĨ 
state͘ dŚe ƉurƉŽse ŽĨ a state ǀisit is tŽ ĐŽnĮrŵ tŚe ŐŽŽĚ 
reůaƟŽnsŚiƉ ďetǁeen tŚe tǁŽ ĐŽuntries
Republic Day Guest of Honour: 
�ǀery year͕  a ŚeaĚ ŽĨ state Žr ŐŽǀernŵent ŽĨ anŽtŚer 
ĐŽuntry is inǀiteĚ as tŚe state Őuest ŽĨ ŚŽnŽr ĨŽr tŚe 
ZeƉuďůiĐ Ěay ĐeůeďraƟŽns in Eeǁ �eůŚi͘ dŚe Őuest 
ĐŽuntry is ŽŌen ĐŚŽsen Žn tŚe ďasis ŽĨ strateŐiĐ͕ 
eĐŽnŽŵiĐ anĚ ƉŽůiƟĐaů interests͘

India-France Joint Statement on the State Visit 
of  French President  
1. dŚe ǀisit strenŐtŚens tŚe 25-year strategic 

partnership ďetǁeen ďŽtŚ naƟŽns͘
2. dŚis ǀisit Đaŵe aŌer /nĚian Wriŵe Dinister DŽĚi 

ǀisiteĚ &ranĐe  as tŚe 'uest ŽĨ ,ŽnŽur ĨŽr tŚe Bastille 
Day Parade͕ anĚ it ĐeůeďrateĚ tŚeir ůŽnŐ-terŵ 
ƉartnersŚiƉ ďaseĚ Žn ĐŽŵŵŽn ǀaůues ůiŬe ĚeŵŽĐraĐy͘
a. 14 July is a sƉeĐiaů Ěay in &ranĐe ĐaůůeĚ  EaƟŽnaů 

�ay͘ /t is aůsŽ ĐaůůeĚ �asƟůůe �ay͘ dŚis Ěay ŵarŬs 
tŚe anniǀersary ŽĨ tŚe Storming of the Bastille in 
1789͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ǁas an iŵƉŽrtant eǀent ĚurinŐ tŚe 
French Revolution. 

b. /n Juůy 202ϯ͕ /nĚia s͛ Wriŵe Dinister͕  ̂ Śri EarenĚra 
DŽĚi͕ ǁas inǀiteĚ tŽ &ranĐe  as tŚe 'uest ŽĨ 
,ŽnŽur ĨŽr tŚe �asƟůůe �ay WaraĚe͘ �urinŐ tŚe 
ƉaraĚe͕ a ŐrŽuƉ ŽĨ 2ϲϵ ŵeŵďers ĨrŽŵ tŚe Indian 
Armed Forces  marched ǁitŚ tŚe &renĐŚ ĨŽrĐes͘ 

3. Who Came and What Happened: WresiĚent DaĐrŽn 
Đaŵe ǁitŚ iŵƉŽrtant ŵinisters anĚ ďusiness ƉeŽƉůe͘ 
dŚe French military took part in India’s Republic Day 
parade. 

B. International Relations
4. Focus on Climate Change: dŚey ƉaiĚ aƩenƟŽn tŽ 

Đůiŵate ƉrŽďůeŵs͕ ƉrŽteĐƟnŐ nature͕ anĚ ƉŽůůuƟŽn͘ 
dŚey supported the UAE’s leadership in the upcoming 
CKW2ϴ anĚ /nĚia s͛ Ɖůan tŽ ŚŽst CKWϯϯ in 202ϴ͘ 

5. Defense Working Together: /nĚia anĚ &ranĐe aŐreeĚ 
tŽ ǁŽrŬ tŽŐetŚer tŽ ŵanuĨaĐture ŵiůitary eƋuiƉŵent͕ 
ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn aĚǀanĐeĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐies ůiŬe robotics, AI, 
and cyber defense.  
a. &ranĐe Śas eŵerŐeĚ as an iŵƉŽrtant ĚeĨense 

Ɖartner ŽĨ /nĚia ;2nd largest defense exporter 
after RussiaͿ͘ /nĚia ďŽuŐŚt 36 Rafale aircrafts 
ĨrŽŵ &ranĐe͘ 

b. Airbus-TATA Helicopter Deal: /n a ŵaũŽr ďŽŽst tŽ 
‘Make in India͕͛  Airďus anĚ data 'rŽuƉ annŽunĐeĚ 
a Ěeaů tŽ ũŽintůy ŵanuĨaĐture anĚ asseŵďůe tŚe 
,ϭ2ϱ sinŐůe-enŐine ŚeůiĐŽƉter͘

c. New Procurements͗ /nĚia annŽunĐeĚ Ɖůans tŽ 
buy 26 Rafale-M fighter ũets anĚ 3 additional 
Scorpene-class submarines ĨŽr its naǀy͘

6. Space Work Together: dŚey ĐeůeďrateĚ a ϲ0-year 
sƉaĐe ƉartnersŚiƉ͕ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn ŵaŬinŐ sateůůites anĚ 
sƉaĐe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͘  /^ZK anĚ CE�^ ;&renĐŚ ^ƉaĐe 
AŐenĐyͿ Śaǀe ĐŽůůaďŽrateĚ Žn sƉaĐe ŵissiŽns suĐŚ as 
the recent  launch of GSAT-24 satellite.

7. Digital Work: &ranĐe intrŽĚuĐeĚ tŚe hniĮeĚ Wayŵent 
Interface (UPI) at the Eiffel Tower which shows 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn ďetǁeen 2 ĐŽuntries͘

8. Nuclear Energy: tŚen nuĐůear enerŐy is useĚ tŽ 
generate electricity, we call it civil nuclear use. &ranĐe 
Śas ŚeůƉeĚ /nĚia in ĚeǀeůŽƉinŐ tŚe Jaitapur Nuclear 
Power Project, ^ŵaůů DŽĚuůar ZeaĐtŽrs (SMR) anĚ 
AĚǀanĐeĚ DŽĚuůar ZeaĐtŽrs ĨŽr ŐeneraƟnŐ eůeĐtriĐity͘

9. Renewable Energy: dŚey ǁŽrŬeĚ tŽŐetŚer in tŚe 
/nternaƟŽnaů ^Žůar AůůianĐe(ISA) anĚ suƉƉŽrteĚ 
ĐreaƟnŐ a ^Žůar AĐaĚeŵy in Senegal ;a ĐŽuntry in 
test AĨriĐaͿ͘

10. Science and Innovation: dŚey ĚeĐůareĚ 2026 as 
the India-France Year of Innovation anĚ ĚisĐusseĚ 
ǁŽrŬinŐ tŽŐetŚer in areas ůiŬe enerŐy anĚ ŚeaůtŚ͘
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11. Consular Services: /nĚia estaďůisŚeĚ its CŽnsuůate 

in Marseille (in France) anĚ &ranĐe ĚiĚ tŚe saŵe in 
Hyderabad to provide consular services ĨŽr ĐiƟǌens 
of both countries. 
a. CŽnsuůar serǀiĐes are tŚe assistanĐe ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ ďy 

a ĐŽuntry s͛ eŵďassy Žr ĐŽnsuůate tŽ its ĐiƟǌens 
aďrŽaĚ͕ ůiŬe issuinŐ ƉassƉŽrts anĚ ŚeůƉinŐ in 
emergencies.

12. Young Professional Scheme: &ranĐe aŐreeĚ tŽ aůůŽǁ 
yŽunŐ /nĚian ƉrŽĨessiŽnaůs aŐeĚ ϭϴ-ϯϱ tŽ stuĚy Žr 
ǁŽrŬ in &ranĐe͘ 
a. ͞Professionals͟ are inĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁŚŽ are ŚiŐŚůy 

sŬiůůeĚ anĚ traineĚ in a sƉeĐiĮĐ ĮeůĚ Žr ŽĐĐuƉaƟŽn 
suĐŚ as ĚŽĐtŽrs͕ ůaǁyers͕ enŐineers͕ teaĐŚers͕ 
etĐ͘ &ranĐe aůsŽ eǆtenĚeĚ ǀisa ĨaĐiůiƟes ĨŽr /nĚian 
stuĚents ƉursuinŐ Daster s͛ ĚeŐrees in &ranĐe͘

India-France bilateral relationship:
Historical Background
1. �esƉite &ranĐe s͛ ĐŽůŽniaů ƉresenĐe in /nĚia͕ tŚe 

tǁŽ ĐŽuntries Śaǀe transiƟŽneĚ intŽ a ƉartnersŚiƉ 
reĐŽŐniǌinŐ /nĚia͛s ŐrŽǁtŚ anĚ ŐůŽďaů stanĐe͘

2. /nĚia anĚ &ranĐe starteĚ taůŬinŐ anĚ ǁŽrŬinŐ tŽŐetŚer 
in 1948͕ sŽŽn aŌer /nĚia ďeĐaŵe inĚeƉenĚent͘ dŚey 
Śaǀe aůǁays ŚaĚ a ŐŽŽĚ anĚ ĨrienĚůy reůaƟŽnsŚiƉ͕ 
ďaseĚ Žn resƉeĐt anĚ unĚerstanĚinŐ ĨŽr eaĐŚ ŽtŚer͘  

3. In 1998͕ tŚey ĚeĐiĚeĚ tŽ ŵaŬe tŚeir ďŽnĚ strŽnŐer ďy 
ĨŽrŵinŐ a ^trateŐiĐ WartnersŚiƉ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn ĚeĨense͕ 
Điǀiů nuĐůear issues͕ anĚ sƉaĐe͘ EŽǁ͕ tŚey aůsŽ ǁŽrŬ 
tŽŐetŚer Žn ŵariƟŵe seĐurity͕  Đyďer seĐurity͕  anĚ 
climate change.

4. Shared Values and Cooperation: dŚeir ƉartnersŚiƉ 
is ďaseĚ Žn ĐŽŵŵŽn ĚeŵŽĐraƟĐ ǀaůues͕ ďeůieĨ in 
ǁŽrŬinŐ tŽŐetŚer internaƟŽnaůůy͕  anĚ strŽnŐ Đuůturaů 
anĚ ƉeŽƉůe-tŽ-ƉeŽƉůe Ɵes͘

5. Indian Diaspora’s Role: dŚe /nĚian ĐŽŵŵunity in 
&ranĐe͕ tŚrŽuŐŚ ƉŽůiƟĐaů ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns͕ aĚĚresses 
issues ŽĨ ĚisĐriŵinaƟŽn͕ reŇeĐƟnŐ a ŵutuaů Đuůturaů 
eǆĐŚanŐe͘

Recent Developments: 
1. 2023 Milestones: DarŬeĚ 2ϱ years ŽĨ tŚeir 

ƉartnersŚiƉ͘ dŚe Wriŵe Dinister ŽĨ /nĚia ǀisiteĚ 
&ranĐe͕ aƩenĚeĚ tŚe &renĐŚ EaƟŽnaů �ay͕  anĚ set a 
Ĩuture Ɖůan ĐaůůeĚ ͚ Horizon 2047’. A ďiŐ /nĚian Đuůturaů 
ĨesƟǀaů͕ ‘Namaste France’͕ ǁas aůsŽ ŚeůĚ͘

Key Areas of Cooperation
1. Defense/Strategic Partnership:
 �eĨense anĚ inĚustriaů ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn are Ŭey Ɖarts 

ŽĨ tŚe /nĚia-&ranĐe strateŐiĐ ƉartnersŚiƉ͘ /nĚia Śas 
aŐreeŵents ǁitŚ Žǀer ϯϱ ĐŽuntries͕ ďut its 1998 
agreement with France is special. dŚe ƉartnersŚiƉ 
inĐůuĚes nuclear technology, space, defense, cyber 
security, intelligence, and fighting terrorism͘ &ranĐe 
suƉƉŽrts /nĚia s͛ ‘Make in India’ ƉrŽŐraŵ anĚ ĚeĨense 
ŵanuĨaĐturinŐ͘ dŚey are ŚeůƉinŐ tŚe /nĚian Eaǀy ǁitŚ 
a ƉrŽũeĐt tŽ ďuiůĚ suďŵarines͘ dŚe /nĚian Air &ŽrĐe 
is ŐeƫnŐ 36 Rafale Fighter Jets from France, which 
ŚeůƉeĚ ĚurinŐ tŚe 'aůǁay saůůey ĐŽnŇiĐt ǁitŚ CŚina͘ 
&ranĐe aůsŽ suƉƉŽrts /nĚia s͛ ďiĚ ĨŽr a Ɖerŵanent seat 
at tŚe hniteĚ EaƟŽns ^eĐurity CŽunĐiů͘
A. Bilateral joint military exercises: Arŵy �ǆerĐise-

Shakti͕ Eaǀaů �ǆerĐise-Varuna͕ Air &ŽrĐe �ǆerĐise-
Garuda

2. Maritime Cooperation:
 /n 20ϭϲ͕ ďŽtŚ naƟŽns siŐneĚ an aŐreeŵent tŽ ďŽŽst 

ĐŽŵŵerĐiaů sŚiƉƉinŐ͘ ZeĐŽŐniǌinŐ tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe 
of the Indian Ocean Region ;/KZͿ͕ ďŽtŚ siĚes Śaǀe 
siŐneĚ tŚe ͚Mutual Logistics Support Agreement,’ 
ǁŚiĐŚ ǁŽuůĚ enaďůe tŚe naǀies ŽĨ ďŽtŚ tŚe naƟŽns 
tŽ ŽƉerate ĨrŽŵ eaĐŚ ŽtŚer s͛ naǀaů ďases in tŚe /KZ 
in areas ůiŬe Djibouti, Abu Dhabi, Reunion Islands, 
Mauritius, Oman, and Seychelles.

3. Economic Cooperation:
 draĚe ďetǁeen /nĚia anĚ &ranĐe is inĐreasinŐ͘ &ranĐe 

is Žne ŽĨ tŚe tŽƉ ĨŽreiŐn inǀestŽrs in /nĚia͘ Dany 
&renĐŚ ĐŽŵƉanies ŽƉerate in /nĚia͘ An aŐreeŵent 
ǁitŚ tŚe �urŽƉean hniŽn ĐŽuůĚ ĨurtŚer inĐrease 
traĚe͘ WŽst-�reǆit͕ &ranĐe is tryinŐ tŽ aƩraĐt /nĚian 
ĐŽŵƉanies tŚat useĚ tŽ ŽƉerate in �ritain͘

4. Energy Cooperation:
 /nĚia anĚ &ranĐe Śaǀe a ͚Civil Nuclear cooperation 

agreement͛͘  dŚey are ǁŽrŬinŐ Žn nuĐůear enerŐy 
ƉrŽũeĐts anĚ ůaunĐŚeĚ tŚe ͚International Solar 
Alliance͛ in 20ϭϱ͘

5. Cooperation on Counterterrorism:
 AŌer tŚe Waris ďŽŵďinŐs͕ ďŽtŚ ĐŽuntries Śaǀe ǁŽrŬeĚ 

ĐůŽseůy tŽ ĮŐŚt ŐůŽďaů terrŽrisŵ͘ &ranĐe suƉƉŽrts 
/nĚia s͛ ƉrŽƉŽsaů ĨŽr a CŽŵƉreŚensiǀe CŽnǀenƟŽn 
Žn /nternaƟŽnaů derrŽrisŵ at tŚe hniteĚ EaƟŽns͘ 
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dŚey are aůsŽ ǁŽrŬinŐ tŽŐetŚer aŐainst bio-terrorism 
threats.
A. A biological attack, or bio-terrorism, is the 

intenƟŽnaů reůease ŽĨ ǀiruses͕ ďaĐteria͕ Žr ŽtŚer 
Őerŵs tŚat Đan siĐŬen Žr Ŭiůů ƉeŽƉůe͕ ůiǀestŽĐŬ͕ Žr 
crops.

Challenges and Opportunities
1. Kne ŽĨ tŚe ŵain ĐŚaůůenŐes in tŚe /nĚia-&ranĐe 

reůaƟŽnsŚiƉ is tŚe traĚe iŵďaůanĐe͕ ǁitŚ /nĚia 
eǆƉŽrƟnŐ ůess tŽ &ranĐe tŚan it iŵƉŽrts͘

2. AnŽtŚer ĐŚaůůenŐe is tŚe ƉerĐeƉƟŽn tŚat &renĐŚ 
ĐŽŵƉanies are nŽt as resƉŽnsiǀe tŽ tŚe /nĚian ŵarŬet 
as their American or Chinese counterparts.

 Kǀeraůů͕ tŚe /nĚia-&ranĐe ďiůateraů reůaƟŽnsŚiƉ is 
strŽnŐ anĚ ŐrŽǁinŐ͘ dŚe tǁŽ ĐŽuntries sŚare a ĐŽŵŵŽn 
interest in ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ staďiůity anĚ ƉrŽsƉerity in tŚe /nĚŽ-
WaĐiĮĐ reŐiŽn͘ ,Žǁeǀer͕  tŚere are aůsŽ ŵany ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes 
ĨŽr ĨurtŚer ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn ďetǁeen tŚe tǁŽ ĐŽuntries͕ suĐŚ 
as in tŚe areas ŽĨ inĨrastruĐture ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ sŵart 
ĐiƟes͕ anĚ reneǁaďůe enerŐy͘

2.   INDIA-MYANMAR BORDER FREE 
MOVEMENT REGIME 

1. /n January 2024͕ tŚe Đentraů ŐŽǀernŵent annŽunĐeĚ 
tŚat it ǁŽuůĚ aďŽůisŚ tŚe &ree DŽǀeŵent ZeŐiŵe 
;&DZͿ Ěue tŽ tŚe ŽnŐŽinŐ etŚniĐ ĐŽnŇiĐt in DaniƉur͘  

2. dŚe &DZ is aůsŽ ďeinŐ reĐŽnsiĚereĚ Ěue tŽ insurŐenĐy͕  
sŵuŐŐůinŐ͕ ĚruŐ traĚe anĚ tŚe inĐreasinŐ ŵiŐraƟŽn 
ŽĨ Dyanŵar naƟŽnaůs ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ tŚe 202ϭ ƉŽůiƟĐaů 
instability.

1. Detailed Background and Start of FMR:
a. How the Border Came to Be: �aĐŬ in ϭϴ2ϲ͕ tŚe �riƟsŚ 

ruůers Ěreǁ tŚe ůine seƉaraƟnŐ /nĚia anĚ Dyanŵar͕  
sƉůiƫnŐ sŽŵe etŚniĐ ĐŽŵŵuniƟes intŽ tǁŽ Ěifferent 
countries.

b. Beginning of FMR in 2018: /nĚia starteĚ tŚe &DZ tŽ 
strenŐtŚen its reůaƟŽnsŚiƉ ǁitŚ Dyanŵar anĚ ŚeůƉ 
ůŽĐaů eĐŽnŽŵies ŐrŽǁ͘ dŚis ǁas Ɖart ŽĨ /nĚia s͛ ƉŽůiĐy 
to connect more with eastern neighbours.

c. Why FMR was Introduced͗ dŚe iĚea ǁas tŽ ŵaŬe ůiĨe 
easier ĨŽr triďes ůiǀinŐ near tŚe ďŽrĚer͕  sŽ tŚey ĐŽuůĚ 
ĐrŽss it ĨŽr ĚŽinŐ ďusiness͕ ŐeƫnŐ ŵeĚiĐaů treatŵent͕ 
Žr eĚuĐaƟŽn ǁitŚŽut neeĚinŐ a ǀisa͘

2. Understanding Conflicts and Movement of People:
a. Fighting in Manipur͗ dŚe arriǀaů ŽĨ <uŬi-CŚin 

ƉeŽƉůe ĨrŽŵ Dyanŵar intŽ DaniƉur Śas ĐauseĚ 
ŵŽre tensiŽn anĚ ĮŐŚts ďetǁeen tŚe ůŽĐaů 
Deiteis anĚ <uŬis͘

b. People Seeking Safety After 2021͗ AŌer 
Dyanŵar s͛ ŵiůitary tŽŽŬ ĐŽntrŽů in 202ϭ͕ ůŽts 
ŽĨ ƉeŽƉůe ĨrŽŵ Dyanŵar ŇeĚ tŽ saĨer ƉůaĐes in 
nearďy /nĚian states͕ ůiŬe DaniƉur anĚ DiǌŽraŵ͘

3.  Safety Concerns and Actions by the Indian 
Government:
a. India’s Recent Decision: CŽnsiĚerinŐ tŚe saĨety 

ǁŽrries͕ tŚe /nĚian ŐŽǀernŵent ǁants tŽ ĨenĐe 
tŚe enƟre ďŽrĚer tŽ Ɖreǀent iůůeŐaů aĐƟǀiƟes͘

b. Rethinking the FMR: dŚis Ɖůan aůsŽ inǀŽůǀes 
reĐŽnsiĚerinŐ tŚe &DZ ďeĐause ŽĨ issues ůiŬe 
ƉeŽƉůe ĐrŽssinŐ iůůeŐaůůy͕  ĚruŐ sŵuŐŐůinŐ͕ anĚ 
fears of rebel support.

4.  Problems in Managing the Border:
a. Challenging Geography͗ dŚe ďŽrĚer area is Ĩuůů 

ŽĨ ĨŽrests anĚ Śiůůs͕ ŵaŬinŐ it tŽuŐŚ tŽ ǁatĐŚ Žǀer 
anĚ Ɖut-uƉ ĨenĐes͘

b. Misuse by Rebels͗ Certain ŐrŽuƉs are ŬnŽǁn tŽ 
use tŚis ŽƉen ďŽrĚer area tŽ sŵuŐŐůe ǁeaƉŽns 
anĚ ĚruŐs͘

5. How Changes Can Affect Local People and the 
Economy:
a. Impact on Local Lives͗ CŚanŐinŐ tŚe &DZ ruůes 

might create problems for local tribes, who 
ĚeƉenĚ Žn ĐrŽssinŐ tŚe ďŽrĚer ĨŽr ǁŽrŬ anĚ 
ůiǀinŐ͘

b. Importance of Border Trade͗ dŚe area arŽunĚ 
tŚe ďŽrĚer Śas a ŚistŽry ŽĨ traĚe anĚ it is ǀery 
important for the local economy.

ϲ͘  Looking at International Relations:
a. Friendship Between India and Myanmar: dŚe 

&DZ Śas ďeen a Ŭey Ɖart ŽĨ ŵaintaininŐ ŐŽŽĚ 
reůaƟŽns ďetǁeen tŚe tǁŽ ĐŽuntries͘

b. Effects on Regional Peace͗ ,Žǁ /nĚia anĚ 
Dyanŵar ŚanĚůe tŚe &DZ anĚ ďŽrĚer issues Ɖůays 
a ďiŐ rŽůe in tŚe ƉeaĐe anĚ seĐurity ŽĨ tŚe reŐiŽn͕ 
anĚ in /nĚia͛s reůaƟŽns ǁitŚ ŽtŚer ĐŽuntries͘

ϳ͘ Views of Experts and Future Plans:
a. Balancing Act Required͗ �ǆƉerts say͕  it s͛ 

iŵƉŽrtant tŽ ĮnĚ a ǁay tŽ ŬeeƉ tŚe ďŽrĚer 
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safe without causing too much trouble for local 
ĐŽŵŵuniƟes͘

b. Improving FMR Rules͗ dŚey suŐŐest ŵaŬinŐ 
ďeƩer ruůes ĨŽr tŚe &DZ insteaĚ ŽĨ ĐŽŵƉůeteůy 
stopping it.

ϴ͘  Recent Happenings and Data:
a. Drug Problems and Arrests in Manipur: Recently, 

tŚere Śas ďeen a ůŽt ŽĨ ĚruŐ sŵuŐŐůinŐ anĚ 
reůateĚ arrests in DaniƉur͘

b. Dealing with Illegal Immigrants: dŚe /nĚian 
ŐŽǀernŵent is ǁŽrŬinŐ Žn iĚenƟĨyinŐ anĚ 
senĚinŐ ďaĐŬ ƉeŽƉůe͕ ǁŚŽ Śaǀe ĐŽŵe intŽ tŚe 
ĐŽuntry iůůeŐaůůy ĨrŽŵ Dyanŵar͘

Conclusion:
 dŚe situaƟŽn at tŚe /nĚia-Dyanŵar ďŽrĚer͕  esƉeĐiaůůy 
aďŽut tŚe &DZ͕ inǀŽůǀes ŵany ůayers͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ŚistŽriĐaů͕ 
ĐŽŵŵunity͕  eĐŽnŽŵiĐ͕ anĚ seĐurity asƉeĐts͘ tŚiůe tŚere s͛ 
a Đůear neeĚ tŽ iŵƉrŽǀe ďŽrĚer seĐurity͕  it s͛ aůsŽ ĐruĐiaů 
tŽ tŚinŬ aďŽut tŚe ůŽĐaů ƉeŽƉůe s͛ neeĚs anĚ /nĚia s͛ ůarŐer 
goals in how it interacts with other countries. A careful, 
ǁeůů-tŚŽuŐŚt-Žut aƉƉrŽaĐŚ is neĐessary tŽ aĚĚress tŚese 
Ěifferent issues͘

3.  BANGLADESH ELECTIONS

Context:
භ ZeĐentůy͕  'eneraů �ůeĐƟŽns ǁere ŚeůĚ in �anŐůaĚesŚ 

anĚ Wriŵe Dinister Sheikh Hasina anĚ Śer Ɖarty͕  
Awami League͕ Śaǀe ďeen re-eůeĐteĚ͘

How Elections are carried out in Bangladesh?
1. �anŐůaĚesŚ Śas a parliamentary democracy͘ dŚey 

ŚŽůĚ Őeneraů eůeĐƟŽns tŽ ĐŚŽŽse ŵeŵďers ŽĨ tŚe 
Jatiya Sangsad ;EaƟŽnaů WarůiaŵentͿ͕ ǁŚiĐŚ Śas only 
one house͘ /n ĐŽntrast͕ tŚe /nĚian Warůiaŵent Śas tǁŽ 
ŚŽuses ʹ tŚe >ŽŬ ^aďŚa anĚ tŚe Zaũya ^aďŚa͘

2. dŚe eůeĐtŽraů systeŵ is ďaseĚ Žn a first-past-the-
post system͕ ǁŚere tŚe ĐanĚiĚate ǁŚŽ Őets tŚe 
ŵaǆiŵuŵ ǀŽtes in eaĐŚ ĐŽnsƟtuenĐy ǁins a seat in 
the parliament. 

3. Out of the total 350 seats, 50 are reserved for women. 
dŚey are eůeĐteĚ ďy tŚe Proportional Representation 
System in ǁŚiĐŚ tŚe nuŵďer ŽĨ seats a ƉŽůiƟĐaů Ɖarty 
Őets ĚeƉenĚs Žn tŚe ƉerĐentaŐe ŽĨ ǀŽtes tŚat Ɖarty 
reĐeiǀes in an eůeĐƟŽn͘ &Žr eǆaŵƉůe - iĨ a Ɖarty Őets 
ϱ0й ǀŽtes͕ tŚen ϱ0й ŽĨ tŚe ϱ0 reserǀeĚ seats ;i͘e͘ 2ϱͿ 
are ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ tŽ ǁŽŵen ŵeŵďers ĨrŽŵ tŚat Ɖarty͘

4. Simiůar tŽ /nĚia͕ �anŐůaĚesŚ Śas multiple political 
parties ƉarƟĐiƉaƟnŐ in eůeĐƟŽns͘ ,Žǁeǀer͕  sinĐe tŚe 
ϭϵϵ0s͕ 2 parties Śaǀe ďeen tŚe ŵain ĐŽŵƉeƟtŽrs͗

1. Awami League ůeĚ ďy Sheikh Hasina
� /t ǁas ĨŽrŵeĚ in ϭϵ4ϵ as an aůternaƟǀe tŽ tŚe 

Dusůiŵ >eaŐue in �ast WaŬistan͘
� AŌer tŚe ůiďeraƟŽn ŽĨ �anŐůaĚesŚ in ϭϵϳϭ͕ ̂ ŚeiŬŚ 

Duũiďďur ZeŚŵan ĨrŽŵ Aǁaŵi Warty eŵerŐeĚ as 
a ƉŽƉuůar ůeaĚer͘

� ,e anĚ Śis Ĩaŵiůy ǁere ŵurĚereĚ ďut 2 ŽĨ Śis 
ĚauŐŚters ;Žne ŽĨ tŚeŵ ďeinŐ ^ŚeiŬŚ ,asinaͿ 
surǀiǀeĚ͘

� dŚis Ɖarty Śas ďeen in ƉŽǁer ĨŽr 4 terŵs͘
2. Bangladesh Nationalist Party ůeĚ by Khalida Zia

� /t ǁas ĨŽrŵeĚ in ϭϵϳϴ ďy �iaur ZaŚŵan ǁŚŽ ǁas 
ůater ŬiůůeĚ͘

� ,is ǁiĨe <ŚaůiĚa �ia Śas ďeen ůeaĚinŐ tŚe Ɖarty 
since then.

� dŚis Ɖarty Śas ďeen in ƉŽǁer ĨŽr 2 terŵs͘

Why Bangladesh Elections are controversial?
1. �ůeĐƟŽns in �anŐůaĚesŚ Śaǀe historically been 

controversial as tŚe ZuůinŐ Ɖarty Žr ůeaĚers ǁere 
aĐĐuseĚ ŽĨ usinŐ tŚeir ƉŽsiƟŽn tŽ inŇuenĐe tŚe 
eůeĐƟŽn resuůts͘

2. dŽ aĚĚress tŚese issues͕ a caretaker government 
system ǁas estaďůisŚeĚ in 1990͘ /ts tasŬ ǁas tŽ 
ŵŽnitŽr tŚe eůeĐƟŽn ƉrŽĐess tŽ ensure Ĩairness anĚ 
iŵƉarƟaůity͘ Aůů eůeĐƟŽns in ϭϵϵϲ͕ 200ϭ͕ anĚ 200ϴ 
ǁere ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ unĚer tŚis systeŵ͘

3. ,Žǁeǀer͕  tŚis systeŵ ǁas abolished in 2011, as it 
ǁas ĐŽnĐentraƟnŐ ƉŽǁer in tŚe ŚanĚs ŽĨ uneůeĐteĚ 
inĚiǀiĚuaůs͘ dŚis ŐŽes aŐainst tŚe ƉrinĐiƉůe ŽĨ 
Warůiaŵentary �eŵŽĐraĐy͕  ǁŚere eůeĐteĚ ŵeŵďers 
enũŽy ƉŽǁer anĚ are resƉŽnsiďůe tŽ tŚe ƉeŽƉůe͘

4. Aǁaŵi >eaŐue ůeĚ ďy ^ŚeiŬŚ ,asina ǁas tŚe ŵaũŽr 
Ɖůayer in tŚe aďŽůiƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe ĐaretaŬer systeŵ͘ 
,Žǁeǀer͕  tŚe ŽƉƉŽsiƟŽn ƉarƟes ĐůaiŵeĚ tŚat it 
ǁas ĚŽne tŽ ŵaniƉuůate eůeĐƟŽns anĚ suƉƉress 
ŽƉƉŽsiƟŽn͘

5. dŚe Bangladesh Nationalist Party ůeĚ ďy <ŚaůiĚa �ia 
has boycotted tŚe 'eneraů �ůeĐƟŽns sinĐe 20ϭ4 anĚ 
ĐaŵƉaiŐneĚ ůast year tŽ restart tŚe ĐaretaŬer systeŵ͘
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Why Bangladesh is important to India?
1. Strategic Location: /nĚia sŚares its ůŽnŐest ůanĚ 

ďŽrĚer ǁitŚ �anŐůaĚesŚ ;arŽunĚ 4͕000 <ŵͿ͘ /nĚian 
states ǁŚiĐŚ sŚare tŚe ďŽrĚer ǁitŚ �anŐůaĚesŚ 
inĐůuĚe test �enŐaů͕ Assaŵ͕ DeŐŚaůaya͕ driƉura anĚ 
DiǌŽraŵ͘ /t ŵaŬes �anŐůaĚesŚ iŵƉŽrtant ĨŽr tŚe 
reŐiŽn s͛ staďiůity anĚ seĐurity͘ 

2. Economic Ties: �anŐůaĚesŚ Śas ďeĐŽŵe tŚe 2nĚ-
ůarŐest eĐŽnŽŵy in ^ŽutŚ Asia͕ reƉůaĐinŐ WaŬistan͘ /t 
is /nĚia s͛ ďiŐŐest traĚinŐ Ɖartner in ^ŽutŚ Asia͘

3. Connectivity and Regional Cooperation͗ �anŐůaĚesŚ 
is Ŭey tŽ /nĚia s͛ Ɖůans tŽ ĐŽnneĐt ǁitŚ ^ŽutŚ-�ast Asia 
anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉ tŚe ůanĚůŽĐŬeĚ EŽrtŚeast͘ /t is a Ŭey 
Ɖůayer in reŐiŽnaů ŐrŽuƉs ůiŬe �/D^d�C ;�ay ŽĨ �enŐaů 
/niƟaƟǀeͿ anĚ ��/E ;�anŐůaĚesŚ͕ �Śutan͕ /nĚia͕ 
EeƉaůͿ͘ /nĚia anĚ �anŐůaĚesŚ sŚare ϱ4 ĐŽŵŵŽn riǀers 
ƉaǀinŐ tŚe ǁay ĨŽr /nůanĚ taterǁay ĐŽnneĐƟǀity͘

4. China Factor: CŚina s͛ ŐrŽǁinŐ inŇuenĐe anĚ 
inǀŽůǀeŵent in tŚe reŐiŽn affeĐt ŚŽǁ /nĚia anĚ 
�anŐůaĚesŚ interaĐt͘ �anŐůaĚesŚ Śas ďeen ĐareĨuůůy 
ŵanaŐinŐ its reůaƟŽns ǁitŚ ďŽtŚ /nĚia anĚ CŚina͘

5. USA Factor: ,istŽriĐaůůy �anŐůaĚesŚ ĚŽes nŽt Śaǀe 
ŐŽŽĚ reůaƟŽns ǁitŚ tŚe h^A͘ dŚe h^A ŚaĚ eǀen 
suƉƉŽrteĚ WaŬistan ĚurinŐ tŚe ϭϵϳϭ �anŐůaĚesŚ 
>iďeraƟŽn tar͘  AůsŽ͕ tŚe �iĚen AĚŵinistraƟŽn 
reƉeateĚůy raises tŚe issue ŽĨ ,uŵan ZiŐŚts ǀiŽůaƟŽns 
in �anŐůaĚesŚ͘

What are India’s interests in the Bangladesh 
Elections?
1. Sheikh Hasina is a strong ally of India͕ ǁitŚ Ɵes 

ĚaƟnŐ ďaĐŬ tŽ tŚe ϭϵϳ0s͕ ǁŚen /nĚia suƉƉŽrteĚ 
�anŐůaĚesŚ s͛ ůiďeraƟŽn ŵŽǀeŵent ůeĚ ďy Śer ĨatŚer͕  
Mujibbur Rahman.

2. ,er 4 terms as Wriŵe Dinister strenŐtŚeneĚ /nĚia-
�anŐůaĚesŚ reůaƟŽns͕ resŽůǀinŐ issues anĚ suƉƉŽrƟnŐ 
/nĚia s͛ seĐurity͘

3. Kn tŚe ŽtŚer ŚanĚ͕ Khaleda Zia’s party, BNP, is less 
ĨaǀŽureĚ ďy /nĚia͘

4. �urinŐ Śer tenure͕ �anŐůaĚesŚ ŚaĚ ďeĐŽŵe a ŐrŽunĚ 
ĨŽr terrŽrists ǁŚŽ ŚaĚ anti-India agendas.

5. Terrorist groups͕ ďaĐŬeĚ ďy WaŬistan s͛ /nter-^erǀiĐes 
/nteůůiŐenĐe ;/^/Ϳ͕ ŽƉerateĚ ĨrŽŵ �anŐůaĚesŚ͕ raisinŐ 
seĐurity ĐŽnĐerns ĨŽr EŽrtŚeast /nĚia anĚ tŚe 
�anŐůaĚesŚ ďŽrĚer͘

4.  PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN TAIWAN
 In January 2024͕ WresiĚenƟaů eůeĐƟŽns ǁere ŚeůĚ in 
daiǁan͘

About Taiwan
1. daiǁan is an island ůŽĐateĚ in �ast Asia anĚ it is 

seƉarateĚ ĨrŽŵ CŚina ďy Taiwan Strait.
2. A strait is a narrow passage of water that connects 

tǁŽ ůarŐer ďŽĚies ŽĨ ǁater͘  daiǁan ̂ trait ĐŽnneĐts tŚe 
East China Sea anĚ tŚe South China Sea.

3. dŚe isůanĚ is reůaƟǀeůy autŽnŽŵŽus anĚ ŐŽǀerns itseůĨ͘

Capital daiƉei

Population Kǀer 2ϯ ŵiůůiŽn 
people

What is the Historical Background of Taiwan?
1. China claims Taiwan as its territory anĚ ǁants tŽ 

reunite it ǁitŚ ŵainůanĚ CŚina͘
2. dŚis Đůaiŵ Ěates ďaĐŬ tŽ CŚinese reĐŽrĚs ĨrŽŵ ϯrĚ 

Đentury A�͕ ǁŚen tŚe �ŵƉerŽr ŽĨ CŚina ŚaĚ sent its 
ĨŽrĐes anĚ ĐůaiŵeĚ daiǁan as Ɖart ŽĨ its territŽry͘

Period Taiwan’s Status

Till 1683 daiǁan ǁas controlled ďy ǀariŽus 
ĐŽuntries͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe �utĐŚ �ast 
/nĚia CŽŵƉany͘

1683–1895 daiǁan ǁas unĚer tŚe Zuůe ŽĨ tŚe Qing 
Dynasty.

1895–1945 daiǁan ǁas Őiǀen tŽ JaƉan as it ǁŽn 
the 1st Sino-Japanese War. ,enĐe͕ it 
reŵaineĚ unĚer tŚe Japanese Rule.

1945 daiǁan ǁas returneĚ tŽ China. 

1949 dŚe civil war between the Chinese 
EaƟŽnaůist Warty ;<uŽŵintanŐ Žr <DdͿ 
anĚ tŚe CŚinese CŽŵŵunist Warty 
;CCWͿ ended. 

What is a Civil War?
1. A Điǀiů ǁar is a ĮŐŚt ǁitŚin Žne ĐŽuntry ďetǁeen 

Ěifferent ŐrŽuƉs tŚat ǁant ĐŽntrŽů͘ 
2. /n tŚe Đase ŽĨ CŚina͕ Điǀiů ǁar ĐŽnƟnueĚ ĨŽr a ǀery 

ůŽnŐ Ɵŵe ĨrŽŵ 1927 and 1949.
3. <Dd ǁanteĚ tŽ intrŽĚuĐe Liberal democracy ůiŬe 

testern ĐŽuntries͕ ǁŚereas CCW ǁanteĚ tŽ estaďůisŚ 
a Communist state ůiŬe tŚe h^^Z͘
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4. /n ϭϵ4ϵ͕ tŚe ŵeŵďers ŽĨ tŚe <Dd ran aǁay tŽ daiǁan 
anĚ tŚe CCW tŽŽŬ tŚe ĐŽntrŽů ŽĨ enƟre CŚina͘ CCW 
eǀen ĐůaiŵeĚ sŽǀereiŐnty Žǀer daiǁan͘ ^ŽǀereiŐnty 
reĨers tŽ tŚe suƉreŵe anĚ aďsŽůute autŚŽrity a state 
Śas Žǀer its territŽry anĚ ƉeŽƉůe͘

5. CCW saiĚ tŚat Žne Ěay tŚey ǁiůů re-unite daiǁan intŽ 
ŵainůanĚ CŚina͘ &Žr tŚis͕ tŚey are eǀen reaĚy tŽ ŵaŬe 
use of military force.

6. Kn tŚe ŽtŚer ŚanĚ͕ <Dd ůeĚ daiǁan ǁant tŽ estaďůisŚ 
a ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽnaů ĚeŵŽĐraĐy͘ /t aůsŽ Śas an arŵeĚ ĨŽrĐe 
ŽĨ arŽunĚ ϯ ůaŬŚ ƉersŽnneů͘ /t seeŬs internaƟŽnaů 
reĐŽŐniƟŽn as an inĚeƉenĚent anĚ sŽǀereiŐn ĐŽuntry͘

What are China’s Concerns regarding Taiwan?
1. dŚe Ɖresent WresiĚent ŽĨ daiǁan Śas Őiǀen Śints ŽĨ 

formal independence ŽĨ daiǁan͘ 
2. dŚe ŐrŽǁinŐ ties ŽĨ daiǁan with the United States 

aĚĚ tŽ tŚe tensiŽn͘
3. AůtŚŽuŐŚ͕ tŚe h^A ŽĸĐiaůůy reĐŽŐnise CŚina anĚ nŽt 

daiǁan͕ it seůůs ǁeaƉŽns tŽ daiǁan͘
4. daiǁan is Ɖart ŽĨ tŚe ͚first island chain͛͘  dŚe ͞Įrst 

isůanĚ ĐŚain͟ is a terŵ tŚat reĨers tŽ a ůine ŽĨ iŵƉŽrtant 
isůanĚs Žff tŚe eastern ĐŽast ŽĨ Asia͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ƉůaĐes 
ůiŬe JaƉan͕ daiǁan͕ anĚ tŚe WŚiůiƉƉines ǁŚiĐŚ are 
ĨrienĚůy tŽ tŚe h^A͘

5. daiǁan is tŚe Hub of Semiconductor Industry͘ dŚe 
seŵiĐŽnĚuĐtŽr ĐŚiƉs ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ ďy tŚe daiǁanese 
ĐŽŵƉany d^DC are ĐŽnsiĚereĚ tŚe ďest in tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘ 
�ǀen tŚe h^A is ĚeƉenĚent Žn tŚese ĐŚiƉs͘

What is the Role of the United States of America?
1. dŚe h͘^͘ iniƟaůůy suƉƉŽrteĚ daiǁan s͛ EaƟŽnaůists i͘e͘ 

<Dd in ϭϵ4ϵ͘
2. ,Žǁeǀer͕  it ĐŚanŐeĚ its stanĐe in ϭϵϳϵ anĚ reĐŽŐniseĚ 

ŵainůanĚ CŚina as tŚe reaů CŚina ďut it ĚŽes nŽt ŵean 
tŚat tŚe h^A ůeŌ daiǁan ratŚer͕  it Śas ŵaintaineĚ 
strategic ambiguity ǁitŚ daiǁan͘

What is Strategic Ambiguity?
1. /t ŵeans tŚe h^A ĚŽesn͛t Đůearůy say ǁŚetŚer it ǁŽuůĚ 

ĚeĨenĚ daiǁan͕ iĨ tŚere s͛ a ĐŽnŇiĐt ǁitŚ CŚina͘ 
2. /n ϭϵϳϵ͕ h^A ƉasseĚ the Taiwan Relations Act which 

aůůŽǁeĚ tŚe h͘^͘ tŽ suƉƉŽrt daiǁan ŵiůitariůy͘
3. /t treats daiǁan as a ĚeŵŽĐraƟĐ Ɖartner͕  ǁŚiĐŚ Đan 

ĐŽunter CŚina s͛ inŇuenĐe in tŚe reŐiŽn.

What are India’s Interests in Taiwan?
1. /nĚia sŚares common interests ǁitŚ daiǁan͕ inĐůuĚinŐ 

traĚe anĚ strateŐiĐ ĐŽnĐerns reŐarĚinŐ CŚina s͛ 
aggression. 

2. �ŽtŚ ĐŽuntries ǀaůue ĚeŵŽĐraĐy͕  ĨreeĚŽŵ͕ anĚ 
human rights. 

3. /nĚia aůsŽ Śas an interest in technology eǆĐŚanŐe͕ 
ǁŚiĐŚ Đan ŚeůƉ in its ĚiŐitaů transĨŽrŵaƟŽn͕ tŽurisŵ͕ 
eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ ƉeŽƉůe-tŽ-ƉeŽƉůe ĐŽntaĐts ǁitŚ 
daiǁan͘

What has been India’s Stand regarding Taiwan?
1. /nĚia anĚ daiǁan Śaǀe friendly relations since 1995 

through the India-Taiwan Association (ITA). dŚey 
ŚanĚůe tŚinŐs ůiŬe ďusiness͕ tŽurisŵ͕ anĚ ƉassƉŽrt 
ƉaƉerǁŽrŬ tŽŐetŚer͘

2. /nĚia says tŚat any issues ďetǁeen daiǁan anĚ CŚina 
sŚŽuůĚ ďe ƉeaĐeĨuůůy sŽůǀeĚ tŚrŽuŐŚ ĚiaůŽŐue͕ ǁŚiĐŚ 
aligns with Article 51 ŽĨ tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn ŽĨ /nĚia͘ 
Article 51 says that India should work towards 
maintaining peace and security in the world.

5. MALDIVES GOVT. SUSPENDS 3 MINISTERS
1. /n January 202ϯ͕ tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent ŽĨ tŚe DaůĚiǀes 

suspended 3 deputy ministers aŌer tŚey useĚ sŽĐiaů 
ŵeĚia tŽ ŵaŬe ĚisresƉeĐƞuů reŵarŬs aďŽut Prime 
Minister of INDIA.

2. dŚis situaƟŽn ďeŐan ǁitŚ a series ŽĨ ƉŽsts Žn y ďy 
tŚe /nĚian WD͕ aiŵeĚ at ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ tŽurisŵ in tŚe 
>aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ isůanĚs͘ 

3. &ŽůůŽǁinŐ WD DŽĚi s͛ ƉŽst͕ seǀeraů ǁeůů-ŬnŽǁn 
DaůĚiǀian sŽĐiaů ŵeĚia users made offensive and 
derogatory comments.
a. dŚe ϯ DaůĚiǀian ŵinisters ǁere aŵŽnŐ tŚŽse 

ǁŚŽ ŵaĚe tŚese reŵarŬs͘
4. dŚese ĐŽŵŵents ǁere ĚireĐteĚ nŽt Žnůy at tŚe 

/nĚian WD ďut aůsŽ at /nĚians in Őeneraů͘ 
PM’s Lakshadweep Visit

Projects Inaugurated͗ Kǀer Rs 1150 crore worth of 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵents in Technology, Energy, Water Resources, 
Healthcare, and Education.
Key developments:-
1. Kochi-Lakshadweep /sůanĚs Submarine Optical 

Fiber CŽnneĐƟŽn͘
2. >Žǁ deŵƉerature dŚerŵaů �esaůinaƟŽn (LTTD) 

plant at Kadmat.
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3. &unĐƟŽnaů ,ŽuseŚŽůĚ daƉ CŽnneĐƟŽns (FHTC) in 
Agatti and Minicoy Islands.

4. Solar power plant at Kavaratti.
5. &ŽunĚaƟŽn ĨŽr Primary Health Care facility 

renovation anĚ ŵŽĚeů AnŐanǁaĚi Centres͘

The Maldives’ political landscape has seen 
a notable shift towards China, impacting its 
relationship with India. 
1. Change in Leadership: DŽŚaŵeĚ Duiǌǌu͕ seen as 

ƉrŽ-CŚina͕ ǁŽn tŚe ƉresiĚenĐy͕  siŐnaůinŐ a sŚiŌ in tŚe 
DaůĚiǀes͛ ĨŽreiŐn ƉŽůiĐy͘ 
a. dŚis ǀiĐtŽry is seen as a ďŽŽst ĨŽr CŚina anĚ 

inĚiĐates tensiŽn in tŚe /nĚian KĐean reŐiŽn 
2. “India Out” Campaign: Duiǌǌu ĐaŵƉaiŐneĚ Žn a 

ƉůaƞŽrŵ tŚat inĐůuĚeĚ reŵŽǀinŐ /nĚian ŵiůitary 
ƉersŽnneů staƟŽneĚ in tŚe DaůĚiǀes͘

3. New Agreements with China: �urinŐ Duiǌǌu s͛ Įrst 
state ǀisit tŽ �eiũinŐ͕ tŚe DaůĚiǀes anĚ CŚina siŐneĚ 
seǀeraů aŐreeŵents͘ dŚis eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ CŚina s͛ rŽůe in 
DaůĚiǀes͛ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ anĚ inĨrastruĐture ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 

4. In December 2023͕ Žn tŚe siĚeůines ŽĨ tŚe COP28 
Đůiŵate suŵŵit͕ tŚe WresiĚent Duiǌǌu saiĚ tŚat /nĚia s͛ 
ŐŽǀernŵent Śas aŐreeĚ tŽ ǁitŚĚraǁ its sŽůĚiers ĨrŽŵ 
tŚe DaůĚiǀes

India-Maldives Relations:
1. Historic Connections͗ �ŽtŚ naƟŽns sŚare ĚeeƉ-

rŽŽteĚ ĐŽnneĐƟŽns in terŵs ŽĨ Đuůture͕ ůanŐuaŐe͕ 
anĚ ďusiness͘ India was one of the 1st to recognize 
Maldives as a country ǁŚen it ďeĐaŵe inĚeƉenĚent 
in ϭϵϲϱ͘

2. Location and Importance͗ DaůĚiǀes is near /nĚia s͛ 
ǁest ĐŽast anĚ ůies Žn iŵƉŽrtant sea rŽutes in tŚe 
/nĚian KĐean͕ ŵaŬinŐ it ǀery iŵƉŽrtant tŽ /nĚia͘

3. Security Ties: /n DaůĚiǀes͛ ĨŽreiŐn reůaƟŽns͕ /nĚia 
Ɖůays a Ŭey rŽůe͕ esƉeĐiaůůy in seĐurity͘ /nĚia is 
ĐŽnsiĚereĚ an iŵƉŽrtant ƉrŽteĐtŽr in tŚis reŐiŽn͘

4. India’s Help in Crises͗ /nĚia s͛ ƋuiĐŬ ŚeůƉ ĚurinŐ tŚe 
ϭϵϴϴ ĐŽuƉ aƩeŵƉt͕ tŚe 2004 dsunaŵi͕ anĚ tŚe 20ϭ4 
ǁater sŚŽrtaŐe in Daůe Śas ŵaĚe tŚe reůaƟŽnsŚiƉ 
stronger.

5. Development Works: /nĚia is Ɖart ŽĨ ŵany ƉrŽũeĐts in 
DaůĚiǀes͕ inĐůuĚinŐ in ŚeaůtŚ͕ eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ ďuiůĚinŐ 
ǁŽrŬ͕ >iŬe͕ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent ŽĨ airƉŽrts at ,aniŵaaĚŚŽŽ 
anĚ 'an /sůanĚ͕ an isůanĚ ĐŽnneĐƟǀity ƉrŽũeĐt ĐaůůeĚ 
Greater Male Connectivity Project.

6. Tourism͗ DaůĚiǀes is a ĨaǀŽrite ƉůaĐe ĨŽr /nĚian 
tŽurists͕ ǁitŚ ŵŽre anĚ ŵŽre /nĚians ǀisiƟnŐ reĐentůy͘

7. Education and Training͗ /nĚia Žffers ŵany sĐŚŽůarsŚiƉs 
anĚ traininŐ ĐŚanĐes tŽ stuĚents anĚ ƉrŽĨessiŽnaůs 
ĨrŽŵ DaůĚiǀes͘

 dŚese ƉŽints sŚŽǁ tŚe ǁiĚe-ranŐinŐ anĚ eǀŽůǀinŐ 
ƉartnersŚiƉ ďetǁeen /nĚia anĚ tŚe DaůĚiǀes͕ ĐŽǀerinŐ 
strateŐiĐ͕ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ͕ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ anĚ Đuůturaů areas͘
 Conclusion͗ WD DŽĚi s͛ ǀisit ŵarŬs siŐniĮĐant 
striĚes in >aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ s͛ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts 
/nĚia s͛ ĐŽŵŵitŵent tŽ enŚanĐinŐ inĨrastruĐture in its 
reŵŽte areas͘ dŚe suďseƋuent ĚiƉůŽŵaƟĐ inĐiĚent ǁitŚ 
DaůĚiǀes stresseĚ tŚe sensiƟǀiƟes in reŐiŽnaů ƉŽůiƟĐs anĚ 
tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe ŽĨ ŵaintaininŐ resƉeĐƞuů internaƟŽnaů 
reůaƟŽns͘

6.  ANGOLA EXITS OPEC 
1. AnŐŽůa͕ AĨriĐa s͛ seĐŽnĚ ůarŐest Žiů ƉrŽĚuĐer͕  eǆits 

ĨrŽŵ KW�C ;KrŐaniǌaƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe WetrŽůeuŵ �ǆƉŽrƟnŐ 
CŽuntriesͿ ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ its ĚisaŐreeŵents ĐŽnĐerninŐ 
tŚe ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn tarŐets͘ 

2. AnŐŽůa͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ũŽineĚ KW�C in 200ϳ͕ ƉrŽĚuĐes aďŽut 
ϭ͘ϭ ŵiůůiŽn ďarreůs Ɖer Ěay͕  ĐŽŵƉareĚ ǁitŚ 2ϴ ŵiůůiŽn 
ďƉĚ ĨŽr tŚe ǁŚŽůe ŐrŽuƉ͘

Background
1. KW�C anĚ aůůieĚ naƟŽns ĚeĐiĚeĚ tŽ sůasŚ Žiů 

ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn in 2024 tŽ ƉrŽƉ uƉ ǀŽůaƟůe ŐůŽďaů ƉriĐes͘
2. As a resuůt͕ KW�C ĚeĐiĚeĚ tŽ reĚuĐe AnŐŽůa s͛ Žiů 

output target.
3. Angola’s stands͗ �eĐisiŽn ŽĨ sůasŚinŐ Žiů ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn 

ŐŽes aŐainst its ƉŽůiĐy ŽĨ aǀŽiĚinŐ ĚeĐůine anĚ 
resƉeĐƟnŐ ĐŽntraĐts͘

Impact of the Decision
1. Euŵďer ŽĨ KW�C ŵeŵďers ǁas reĚuĐeĚ ĨrŽŵ ϭϯ tŽ 

ϭ2͕ ǁitŚ AnŐŽůa s͛ ĚeƉarture͘
2. �eƉarture raises ĐŽnĐerns reŐarĚinŐ tŚe unity ŽĨ tŚe 

ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns anĚ resuůts in a ĚrŽƉ in tŚe internaƟŽnaů 
oil prices.
○ WŽst annŽunĐeŵent͕ ƉriĐes aůreaĚy Ĩeůt ďy ŵŽre 

tŚan ϭй͘
3. �iǀerŐenĐe in tŚe suƉƉůy ĐŚain ŵiŐŚt esĐaůate tŚe 

eǆisƟnŐ ŐeŽƉŽůiƟĐaů tensiŽns͕ iŵƉaĐƟnŐ Žiů sŚiƉƉinŐ 
routes.
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About OPEC
1. dŚe KW�C is a permanent, intergovernmental 

organization ŽĨ tŚe Žiů ƉrŽĚuĐinŐ naƟŽns͘
2. Headquarters͗ sienna͕ Austria͘
3. KriŐin Đan ďe traĐeĚ ďaĐŬ tŽ tŚe Baghdad Conference 

in 1960, ďy /ran͕ /raƋ͕ <uǁait͕ ^auĚi Araďia͕ anĚ 
seneǌueůa͘

4. At present 12 Members ;ǁitŚ AnŐŽůa s͛ eǆitͿ
ӑ AůŐeria͕ CŽnŐŽ͕ �ƋuatŽriaů 'uinea͕ 'aďŽn͕ /ran͕ 

/raƋ͕ <uǁait͕ >iďya͕ EiŐeria͕ ^auĚi Araďia͕ hniteĚ 
Araď �ŵirates͕ anĚ seneǌueůa͘

5. Countries who already withdraw ĨrŽŵ KW�C͗ �ĐuaĚŽr 
;in 2020Ϳ  anĚ Yatar ;in 20ϭϵͿ anĚ /nĚŽnesia ;in 20ϭϲͿ͘ 

7.   SOUTH AFRICA FILES CASE AGAINST 
ISRAEL 

1. Recently, South Africa filed case against Israel in 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), alleging 
misconduct in Gaza.

2. South Africa argued that Israel’s military activities in 
Gaza violated the ‘Genocide Convention’.

3. The ‘Genocide Convention’ formed the foundation of 
South Africa’s case, emphasizing the importance of 
safeguarding civilian lives in conflict zones like Gaza.

About Genocide:
Definition: According to the United Nations (UN), 
genocide refers to the willing and systematic destruction 
of a specific ethnic, racial, religious, or national group.

What is the Genocide Convention?
1. Historical Background: 

a) The Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide is a 
document of international law that officially 
defined the crime of genocide for the first time.

b) It was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 
December 9, 1948, marking it as the first human 
rights treaty passed after the Second World War.

2. Commitment to Prevention: Its adoption represented 
a significant commitment by the international 
community to ensure that the acts of genocide should 
never be repeated, emphasizing the principle of 
“never again.”

3. Development of International Law: The Genocide 
Convention played a crucial role in shaping 
international human rights and criminal law, setting 
a framework for subsequent treaties and legal 
frameworks.

4. Features:
a) State Obligations: The Convention places the 

responsibility on State Parties to prevent and 
punish genocide. This includes the making of 
relevant laws and punishing criminals, irrespective 
of their official status.

b) Customary International Law: The obligations 
mentioned in the Genocide Convention, including 
the prohibition of genocide and the duty to 
prevent and punish it, are considered norms 
of international customary law. Thus, they are 
binding on all states, regardless of whether they 
have ratified the Convention or not.

c) India’s Ratification: India has ratified the 
Genocide Convention, affirming its commitment 
to combating genocide and upholding the 
principles of international law and human rights.

Understanding the ‘South Africa vs. Israel Case’ 
at ICJ:
1. South Africa’s Allegations against Israel:

aͿ Accusations of large-scale killing of Palestinians, 
particularly children, by Israeli forces in Gaza.

ďͿ Destruction of Palestinian homes by Israeli forces.
ĐͿ Blockade on essential supplies such as food, 

water, and medical assistance to Gaza.
ĚͿ Measures restricting Palestinian births by 

targeting essential health services for pregnant 
women and babies.

1. Immediate Demands by South Africa:
aͿ Asked ICJ to interfere immediately to prevent 

Israel from further actions which as considered as 
violations under the Genocide Convention.

ďͿ Request for “provisional measures,” which are 
emergency orders to stop alleged crimes before 
the main case proceedings starts.

2. Israel’s Response:
aͿ Israel condemns South Africa’s case and pledges 

to defend itself at the ICJ.
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ďͿ Israel argues that its actions, including the 

killing of thousands in Gaza, are in self-defense, 
emphasizing its right under international 
humanitarian law.

3. International Community’s Stance:
aͿ Support from several countries and organizations 

for South Africa’s lawsuit against Israel.
ďͿ Countries like Malaysia, Turkey, Jordan, and 

members of the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) express support in favour of 
South Africa.

ĐͿ The European Union remains neutral, while 
the US, Israel’s primary supporter, rejects the 
genocide allegations but calls for investigation 
into humanitarian crimes.

Laws and Regulations in India for Genocide:
1. International Conventions:

a) India’s Ratification of UN Convention on 
Genocide: India has ratified the UN Convention 
on Genocide, indicating its commitment to 
addressing genocide at the international level.

b) Signatory to Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR) and Ratification of ICCPR and 
ICESCR: India is a signatory to the UDHR and 
has ratified the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR), reflecting its commitment to 
international human rights standards.

2. Indian Penal Code (IPC):
a) IPC provides provisions for the punishment 

of genocide and related offenses, along with 
procedures for investigation, prosecution, and 
punishment.

b) Genocide is declared as a crime under IPC 
Section 153B, targeting actions promoting enmity 
between different groups based on religion, race, 
place of birth, residence, language, etc., with the 
intent to incite riots or violence.

3. Constitutional Provisions:
a) Indian Constitution, through Article 15, ensures 

protection against discrimination on the grounds 
of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth.

b) Article 21 guarantees the right to life and personal 
liberty, emphasizing the fundamental rights of 
individuals.

4. Statutory Provisions:
a) Establishment of National Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC): The National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) was established in 
1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Act 
(PHRA), 1993, to safeguard human rights within 
the country.

b) Creation of State Human Rights Commissions: 
The PHRA also enables the establishment of 
State Human Rights Commissions, promoting the 
protection of human rights at the state level.

Difference between International Court of Justice (ICJ) vs. International Criminal Court (ICC)
Aspect International Court of Justice (ICJ) International Criminal Court (ICC)
Establishment Established by the United Nations Charter in 

1945.

Established by the Rome Statute in 1998.

Location The Hague, Netherlands. The Hague, Netherlands.
Membership Open to all UN member states. Currently, 123 states are parties to the Rome 

Statute.
Jurisdiction Deals with disputes between UN Member 

states.

Prosecutes individuals for genocide, war 

crimes, and crimes against humanity.

Scope of Cases Hears cases involving international law, in-

cluding territorial disputes, state sovereignty, 

and treaty violations

Prosecutes individuals for the most serious 

crimes of international concern.

Appeals No Yes
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Applicability of Deci-
sions

Its decisions are binding on the parties 
involved in the dispute but have no direct 
impact on individuals.

Its decisions have direct legal implications 
for individuals accused of crimes within its 
jurisdiction.

Role in International 
Law

Contributes to the development and 
clarification of international law through its 
judgments and opinions.

Reinforces international law by holding 
individuals accountable for grave violations.

How to Prevent Genocides and War Crimes?
 'enŽĐiĚe ĚŽesn͛t ŽĐĐur suĚĚenůy Žr ǁitŚŽut 
ǁarninŐ͘ /t s͛ ŽŌen a resuůt ŽĨ ƉriŽr ƉůanninŐ͕ ĐarrieĚ Žut 
ďy ŐŽǀernŵents Žr ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ ŐrŽuƉs͘ 
 In 2004, former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
presented a five-point strategy to prevent genocide:”
1. Prevent Armed Conflict:

aͿ Address root causes such as hatred, intolerance, 
racism, and discrimination to reduce the likelihood 
of genocide, as it often occurs during war.

ďͿ Critical prevention strategies include addressing 
inequalities.

2. Protect Civilians:
aͿ Prioritize civilian protection when conflict 

prevention efforts fail.
ďͿ UN peacekeepers’ mandates have expanded to 

physically shield threatened civilians.
3. Judicial Action:

aͿ Hold criminals accountable through judicial 
proceedings to restrict future genocides.

ďͿ Fighting crime establishes an expectation that 
criminals will face consequences, contributing to 
prevention.

4. Appoint Special Advisers:
aͿ Special Advisers on the Prevention of Genocide 

to collect information on potential genocide risks 
and related crimes.

5. Hard Actions, including via Military Force:
aͿ If peaceful methods fail and national authorities 

cannot protect populations from mass atrocities, 
collective action may be necessary.

ďͿ The UN Security Council, in accordance with the 
UN Charter, may authorize timely and decisive 
collective action, including military action.

Conclusion:
 >eŐaů ƉrŽĐeeĚinŐs͕ suĐŚ as tŚŽse iniƟateĚ ďy ^ŽutŚ 
AĨriĐa aŐainst /sraeů in tŚe /CJ͕ starts ŐůŽďaů Ěeďate Žn 
aůůeŐaƟŽns ŽĨ ŐenŽĐiĚe͘

 dŚe ŽutĐŽŵe is ĐruĐiaů nŽt Žnůy ĨŽr resŽůǀinŐ Đrises ůiŬe 
'aǌa ďut aůsŽ ĨŽr tesƟnŐ tŚe inteŐrity ŽĨ tŚe internaƟŽnaů 
ůeŐaů ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ͘ dŚe /CJ s͛ ĚeĐisiŽns ǁiůů sŚaƉe ƉerĐeƉƟŽns 
ŽĨ tŚe ͞ruůes-ďaseĚ internaƟŽnaů ŽrĚer͘͟

8.   INDIA AND SAUDI ARABIA SIGNED HAJ 
AGREEMENT FOR 2024

1. /n January 2024͕ tŚe /nĚian ŐŽǀernŵent ĮnaůiǌeĚ a 
Bilateral Haj Agreement for the year 2024 with the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSAͿ͕ a siŐniĮĐant steƉ in 
ĨaĐiůitaƟnŐ tŚe annuaů ,aũ ƉiůŐriŵaŐe͘
• Quota Allocation: dŚe aŐreeŵent sets a tŽtaů 

ƋuŽta ŽĨ ϭ͕ϳϱ͕02ϱ ƉiůŐriŵs ĨrŽŵ /nĚia ĨŽr ,aũ 
2024͕ ǁitŚ ϭ͕40͕020 seats aůůŽĐateĚ ĨŽr tŚe Haj 
Committee of India anĚ ϯϱ͕00ϱ ĨŽr ,aũ 'rŽuƉ 
Operators.

• Support for Women Pilgrims: dŚe aŐreeŵent 
aĐŬnŽǁůeĚŐes anĚ suƉƉŽrts tŚe /nĚian 
ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ iniƟaƟǀe tŽ enĐŽuraŐe tŚe 
ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn ŽĨ ǁŽŵen ƉiůŐriŵs ǁitŚŽut a 
Mehram (male companion).

Key Highlights of the Haj Pilgrimage
1. Sacred Obligation: ,aũũ is a saĐreĚ ƉiůŐriŵaŐe tŽ tŚe 

holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia͕ ŵanĚatŽry ĨŽr 
eǀery aĚuůt Dusůiŵ at ůeast ŽnĐe in tŚeir ůiĨeƟŵe͕ 
ĨŽrŵinŐ Žne ŽĨ tŚe Įǀe Ɖiůůars ŽĨ /sůaŵ͘

2. Timing and Duration: /t ŽĐĐurs ĚurinŐ Dhu’al-Hijjah, 
tŚe Įnaů ŵŽntŚ ŽĨ tŚe /sůaŵiĐ ĐaůenĚar͕  sƉanninŐ Įǀe 
tŽ siǆ Ěays͘

3. Symbolic Garments: Pilgrims wear simple white 
garments (Ihram) syŵďŽůiǌinŐ eƋuaůity anĚ Ɖurity͘

4. Rituals: 
a) Tawaf: WiůŐriŵs ĐirĐůe tŚe <aaďa seǀen Ɵŵes͕ 

tŽuĐŚinŐ Žr ŬissinŐ tŚe �ůaĐŬ ^tŽne͕ reƉresenƟnŐ 
sƉirituaů siŐniĮĐanĐe͘

b) Standing at Arafat: Pilgrims gather at Arafat, 
ƉrayinŐ anĚ asŬinŐ ĨŽr ĨŽrŐiǀeness ĨrŽŵ 'ŽĚ͘
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c) Stoning of the Devil (Rami): Pilgrims throw 

stŽnes at Ɖiůůars syŵďŽůiǌinŐ ^atan͕ reĐaůůinŐ 
WrŽƉŚet /ďraŚiŵ s͛ resistanĐe tŽ teŵƉtaƟŽn.

d) Sacrifice (Qurbani): WiůŐriŵs Žffer tŚe rituaů 
saĐriĮĐe ŽĨ an aniŵaů͕ ŚŽnŽrinŐ /ďraŚiŵ s͛ 
ǁiůůinŐness tŽ saĐriĮĐe Śis sŽn͘

5. Kaaba and Masjid al-Haram:
a) dŚe <aaďa͕ a ďůaĐŬ ĐuďiĐ struĐture at tŚe Śeart ŽĨ 

tŚe DasũiĚ aů-,araŵ͕ serǀes as tŚe ĨŽĐaů ƉŽint ŽĨ 
pilgrimage.

b) WiůŐriŵs ĨaĐe tŚe <aaďa ĚurinŐ Ɖrayers͕ 
unĚersĐŽrinŐ a sense ŽĨ unity anĚ a sŚareĚ 
ŽrientaƟŽn ŽĨ ǁŽrsŚiƉ͘

6. Haj Pilgrimage for Indian Pilgrims
a) Facilitation Authorities: ,aũ ƉiůŐriŵaŐe ĨŽr /nĚian 

ƉiůŐriŵs is ĨaĐiůitateĚ eitŚer tŚrŽuŐŚ tŚe Haj 
Committee of India (HCoI) or through Haj Group 
Organisers (HGOs) aƉƉrŽǀeĚ ďy tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ 
DinŽrity Affairs͘

b) Nodal Ministry: dŚe Ministry of Minority Affairs 
Žǀersees tŚe ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽn ŽĨ ,aũ ƉiůŐriŵaŐe in 
/nĚia͘

c) Haj Committee of India (HCI):
i. Establishment: �staďůisŚeĚ in 2002 unĚer tŚe 

,aũ CŽŵŵiƩee AĐt͕ 2002͘
ii. Coordination: dŚe CŽnsuůate 'eneraů ŽĨ /nĚia 

;C'/Ϳ in JeĚĚaŚ͕ ^auĚi Araďia͕ ĐŽŽrĚinates aůů 
arranŐeŵents ĨŽr ,C/ ƉiůŐriŵs in ^auĚi Araďia͘

Essential Tenets of Islam:
 dŚe ĐŽre ƉrinĐiƉůes ŽĨ /sůaŵ͕ ŬnŽǁn as tŚe &iǀe Wiůůars͕ 
ĨŽrŵ tŚe ĐŽrnerstŽne ŽĨ a Dusůiŵ s͛ ĨaitŚ anĚ ĐŽnĚuĐt͘ 
dŚey serǀe as ŽďůiŐatŽry aĐts ŽĨ ǁŽrsŚiƉ anĚ ŵŽraů 
ŐuiĚeůines͕ sŚaƉinŐ tŚe sƉirituaů anĚ etŚiĐaů asƉeĐts ŽĨ a 
Dusůiŵ s͛ ůiĨe͘ dŚe &iǀe Wiůůars are as ĨŽůůŽǁs͗
1. Shahada (Declaration of Faith):

a) Meaning: AĸrŵinŐ tŚe ďeůieĨ in tŚe Žneness ŽĨ 
'ŽĚ ;AůůaŚͿ anĚ tŚe ƉrŽƉŚetŚŽŽĚ ŽĨ DuŚaŵŵaĚ͘

b) Significance: Centraů tŽ /sůaŵiĐ ĚŽĐtrine͕ it 
eŵƉŚasiǌes ŵŽnŽtŚeisŵ anĚ aĐŬnŽǁůeĚŐes 
DuŚaŵŵaĚ as tŚe Įnaů ŵessenŐer ŽĨ 'ŽĚ͘

2. Salah (Prayer):
a) Meaning: KďserǀinŐ rituaů Ɖrayers Įǀe Ɵŵes a 

Ěay͕  ĨaĐinŐ tŚe <aaďa in DeĐĐa͘

b) Significance: �eŵŽnstrates ĚeǀŽƟŽn͕ Śuŵiůity͕  
anĚ ĐŽnƟnuaů ĐŽnneĐƟŽn ǁitŚ AůůaŚ͘ dŚe Ɖrayers 
are ƉerĨŽrŵeĚ at sƉeĐiĮĐ interǀaůs͗ &aũr ;Ɖre-
ĚaǁnͿ͕ �ŚuŚr ;ŵiĚĚayͿ͕ Asr ;aŌernŽŽnͿ͕ DaŐŚriď 
;sunsetͿ͕ anĚ /sŚa ;niŐŚtͿ͘

3. Zakat (Charity):
a) Meaning: CŽntriďuƟnŐ a ƉŽrƟŽn ŽĨ Žne s͛ ǁeaůtŚ 

;tyƉiĐaůůy 2͘ϱйͿ tŽ suƉƉŽrt tŚe ůess ĨŽrtunate͕ 
suĐŚ as tŚe ƉŽŽr anĚ neeĚy͘

b) Significance: Encourages social responsibility, 
eƋuity͕  anĚ ĐŽŵƉassiŽn͘ �aŬat serǀes as a ŵeans 
ŽĨ ǁeaůtŚ reĚistriďuƟŽn anĚ aiĚ ĨŽr tŚŽse in neeĚ͘

4. Sawm (Fasting during Ramadan):
a) Meaning: AďstaininŐ ĨrŽŵ ĨŽŽĚ͕ ĚrinŬ͕ anĚ ŽtŚer 

ƉŚysiĐaů neeĚs ĨrŽŵ Ěaǁn tŽ sunset tŚrŽuŐŚŽut 
tŚe ŵŽntŚ ŽĨ ZaŵaĚan͘

b) Significance: &Žsters seůĨ-ĚisĐiƉůine͕ sƉirituaů 
ĐŽnteŵƉůaƟŽn͕ eŵƉatŚy͕  anĚ a ĚeeƉeninŐ ŽĨ 
ĨaitŚ͘ ZaŵaĚan is a ƉeriŽĚ ŽĨ ŚeiŐŚteneĚ sƉirituaů 
aǁareness anĚ seůĨ-reŇeĐƟŽn͘

5. Hajj (Pilgrimage to Mecca):
a) Meaning: hnĚertaŬinŐ a ƉiůŐriŵaŐe tŽ tŚe saĐreĚ 

Đity ŽĨ DeĐĐa͕ at ůeast ŽnĐe in a ůiĨeƟŵe͕ ĨŽr tŚŽse 
ǁŚŽ are ĮnanĐiaůůy anĚ ƉŚysiĐaůůy ĐaƉaďůe͘

b) Significance: ^yŵďŽůiǌes unity aŵŽnŐ Dusůiŵs 
ŐůŽďaůůy͘ dŚe ƉiůŐriŵaŐe inǀŽůǀes rituaůs tŚat 
ĐŽŵŵeŵŽrate tŚe aĐƟŽns ŽĨ WrŽƉŚet /ďraŚiŵ 
anĚ Śis Ĩaŵiůy͕  reŇeĐƟnŐ suďŵissiŽn tŽ tŚe ǁiůů 
of Allah.

 dŚese &iǀe Wiůůars ƉrŽǀiĚe Dusůiŵs ǁitŚ a 
ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ ĨŽr ǁŽrsŚiƉ͕ etŚiĐaů ĐŽnĚuĐt͕ 
anĚ ĐŽŵŵunaů enŐaŐeŵent͘ AĚŚerinŐ tŽ tŚese ƉrinĐiƉůes 
is ĨunĚaŵentaů tŽ ĨuůĮůůinŐ reůiŐiŽus ŽďůiŐaƟŽns anĚ 
nurturinŐ a steaĚĨast /sůaŵiĐ iĚenƟty͘

9.   19th NAM SUMMIT IN UGANDA
1. /n January͕  2024 hŐanĚan WresiĚent zŽǁeri Duseǀeni͕ 

ǁŚŽ ŚŽsteĚ tŚe ϭϵth ^uŵŵit ŽĨ tŚe EŽn-AůiŐneĚ 
DŽǀeŵent ;EADͿ in <aŵƉaůa͕ eǆƉresseĚ Śis reŐret 
Žǀer tŚe eǆƉuůsiŽn ŽĨ /nĚians ďy /Ěi Aŵin in tŚe ϭϵϳ0s͘
a. Idi Amin Dada Oumee ǁas a hŐanĚan military 

officer anĚ politician ǁŚŽ serǀeĚ as tŚe 3rd 
president ŽĨ hŐanĚa ĨrŽŵ ϭϵϳϭ tŽ ϭϵϳϵ͘
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2. ,e ƉraiseĚ tŚe aĐŚieǀeŵents ŽĨ tŚe /nĚian ĚiasƉŽra 

in hŐanĚa anĚ ůauĚeĚ India’s role in the global south.
a. dŚe Global South reĨer tŽ ŵaƉ ;ĐŽuntries ŽŌen 

ĐŚaraĐteriǌeĚ as developing, less developed, 
or underdeveloped͕ Ɖriŵariůy ůŽĐateĚ in AĨriĐa͕ 
Asia͕ anĚ >aƟn AŵeriĐaͿ͘

b. dŚese naƟŽns tyƉiĐaůůy eǆƉerienĐe ŚiŐŚer ůeǀeůs 
of poverty, income inequality͕ anĚ ĐŚaůůenŐinŐ 
ůiǀinŐ ĐŽnĚiƟŽns ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ tŚe ǁeaůtŚier 
naƟŽns ŽĨ tŚe 'ůŽďaů EŽrtŚ͘

c. dŚe ͞Global North͟ is riĐŚer naƟŽns tŚat are 
ůŽĐateĚ ŵŽstůy in North America and Europe.

Uganda’s Role in the 19th NAM Summit
1. Host: hŐanĚa ǁas seůeĐteĚ tŽ ŚŽst tŚe 19th NAM 

Summit ĚurinŐ a ŵeeƟnŐ ŚeůĚ in Baku, Azerbaijan 
(host of the 18th NAM summit in 2019).

2. Chairing Term: hŐanĚa is set tŽ ĐŚair tŚe NAM for the 
ƉeriŽĚ ŽĨ 2024 to 2027.

3. Summit Agenda: A Ŭey ĨŽĐus ŽĨ tŚe suŵŵit ǁiůů ďe 
on fostering global cooperation anĚ hnity͕  aiŵinŐ tŽ 
aĚĚress ĐŽŵŵŽn ĐŚaůůenŐes ĨaĐeĚ ďy tŚe ŵeŵďer 
states, such as economic anĚ environmental issues.

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM):
1. Foundation: EAD ǁas estaďůisŚeĚ ĚurinŐ tŚe Cold 

War as a ĐŽaůiƟŽn ŽĨ ĐŽuntries tŚat ĐŚŽse nŽt tŽ aůiŐn 
ǁitŚ any ŵaũŽr ƉŽǁer ďůŽĐ͕ suĐŚ as tŚe h^A Žr h^^Z͘
a. �raǁinŐ Žn tŚe ƉrinĐiƉůes aŐreeĚ at tŚe Bandung 

Conference in 1955, the NAM was established 
in 1961 in Belgrade͕ tŚrŽuŐŚ tŚe iniƟaƟǀe ŽĨ tŚe 
WresiĚent ŽĨ zuŐŽsůaǀia͕ WresiĚent ŽĨ Egypt, Prime 
Dinister ŽĨ India JaǁaŚarůaů EeŚru͕ WresiĚent ŽĨ 
Indonesia anĚ WresiĚent ŽĨ Ghana.

b. dŚe Cold War ǁas a ƉeriŽĚ ŽĨ geopolitical tension 
between the United States anĚ tŚe Soviet Union 
anĚ tŚeir resƉeĐƟǀe aůůies ĨrŽŵ 1947 to 1991. 
dŚe terŵ ͞ĐŽůĚ ǁar͟ reĨers tŽ a state ŽĨ ĐŽnŇiĐt 
ďetǁeen naƟŽns tŚat ĚŽes nŽt inǀŽůǀe ĚireĐt 
ŵiůitary aĐƟŽn͘ /nsteaĚ͕ it is ƉursueĚ tŚrŽuŐŚ 
eĐŽnŽŵiĐ anĚ ƉŽůiƟĐaů aĐƟŽns͕ ƉrŽƉaŐanĚa͘

2. Evolution Post-Cold War: dŚe ĨŽĐus ŽĨ EAD 
sŚiŌeĚ tŽ enĐŽŵƉass ďrŽaĚer issues ůiŬe eĐŽnŽŵiĐ 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ Đuůturaů eǆĐŚanŐe͕ anĚ ĨŽsterinŐ a 
sense ŽĨ ĐŽůůeĐƟǀe seůĨ-reůianĐe aŵŽnŐ ŵeŵďer 
naƟŽns͘

3. Membership Diversity: With 120 member states, 
EAD reƉresents a ǁiĚe ranŐe ŽĨ Đuůtures anĚ reŐiŽns͕ 
ŵaŬinŐ it a truůy ŐůŽďaů ŵŽǀeŵent͘
a. Observers in NAM: dŚe ŵŽǀeŵent inĐůuĚes 

ϭϴ Žďserǀer ĐŽuntries anĚ ϭ0 internaƟŽnaů 
ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns͕ eǆtenĚinŐ its inŇuenĐe ďeyŽnĚ its 
member states.

4. Core Purpose: dŚe ŵain aiŵ is tŽ aĚǀŽĐate ƉŽůiĐies ŽĨ 
non-alignment, encouraging mutual respect among 
naƟŽns anĚ ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ ƉeaĐeĨuů ĐŽeǆistenĐe͘
a. ^ŚiŌ in &ŽĐus ̂ inĐe tŚe CŽůĚ tar͗ /niƟaůůy ĨŽĐuseĚ 

Žn ŵaintaininŐ neutraůity ĚurinŐ tŚe CŽůĚ tar͕  
EAD nŽǁ ƉriŽriƟǌes ^ŽutŚ-^ŽutŚ ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn͕ 
aĚĚressinŐ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent issues͕ anĚ taĐŬůinŐ 
ŐůŽďaů ĐŚaůůenŐes ůiŬe Đůiŵate ĐŚanŐe anĚ 
eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ĚifferenĐes͘

India’s Participation and Contributions
1. Representation by EAM Dr. S Jaishankar: dŚe 

�ǆternaů Affairs Dinister ŽĨ /nĚia reƉresents tŚe 
naƟŽn͕ sŚŽǁinŐ /nĚia s͛ ŽnŐŽinŐ ĐŽŵŵitŵent tŽ tŚe 
ƉrinĐiƉůes ŽĨ EAD͘

2. India’s Historical Role in NAM: As Žne ŽĨ tŚe ĨŽunĚinŐ 
ŵeŵďers͕ /nĚia Śas ďeen aĐƟǀeůy inǀŽůǀeĚ in tŚe EŽn-
AůiŐneĚ DŽǀeŵent sinĐe its inĐeƉƟŽn anĚ ŚŽsteĚ tŚe 
7th NAM Summit in New Delhi in 1983.

3. Engagement with Africa: /nĚia s͛ ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn aůsŽ 
enhances its strategic focus on Africa͕ eǆeŵƉůiĮeĚ 
ďy iniƟaƟǀes ůiŬe ŽƉeninŐ tŚe EaƟŽnaů &ŽrensiĐ 
^ĐienĐes hniǀersity ;NFSUͿ anĚ IIT Madras campuses 
in Uganda anĚ Tanzania͕ resƉeĐƟǀeůy͘ 

Key Meetings and Events Surrounding the Summit
1. Additional Events in Uganda: &ŽůůŽǁinŐ tŚe EAD 

suŵŵit͕ hŐanĚa aůsŽ ŚŽsteĚ siŐniĮĐant eǀents ůiŬe 
the 3rd South Summits.
a. dŚis ǁas tŚe 1st time that the South Summit was 

ŚeůĚ in Africa͘ dŚe ƉreǀiŽus tǁŽ suŵŵits ǁere 
ŚeůĚ in ,aǀana͕ Cuďa͕ in 2000͕ anĚ in �ŽŚa͕ 
Yatar͕  in 200ϱ͕ resƉeĐƟǀeůy

India-Uganda Relations: A Historical and 
Multifaceted Partnership:
1. Historical Background:

a. /nĚians arriǀeĚ in hŐanĚa in tŚe ůate ϭϵth century, 
mainly as traĚers anĚ ůaďŽrers͘
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b. Both naƟŽns experienced British colonization, 

sŚarinŐ siŵiůar struŐŐůes ĨŽr inĚeƉenĚenĐe͘
2. Political Relations:

a. Post-Independence Era: &Žrŵaů ĚiƉůŽŵaƟĐ 
reůaƟŽns estaďůisŚeĚ ƉŽst hŐanĚa s͛ 
inĚeƉenĚenĐe͘

b. Idi Amin’s Regime͗ ^traineĚ reůaƟŽns Ěue tŽ tŚe 
eǆƉuůsiŽn ŽĨ /nĚians͘

c. Post-Amin Era: ZeneǁeĚ ĚiƉůŽŵaƟĐ effŽrts͕ 
ǁeůĐŽŵinŐ ďaĐŬ tŚe /nĚian ĐŽŵŵunity͘

3. Economic and Commercial Ties:
a. Trade: 'rŽǁinŐ traĚe reůaƟŽns ǁitŚ /nĚia 

eǆƉŽrƟnŐ ƉŚarŵaĐeuƟĐaůs͕ ŵaĐŚinery͕  anĚ 
teǆƟůes tŽ hŐanĚa͘

b. Investment: ^iŐniĮĐant /nĚian inǀestŵent in 
hŐanĚan inĚustries ůiŬe steeů͕ ďanŬinŐ͕ anĚ /d͘

c. Development Assistance: /nĚia s͛ aiĚ in 
inĨrastruĐture ƉrŽũeĐts anĚ sŬiůů ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent in 
hŐanĚa͘

4. Cultural and People-to-People Links:
a. Indian Diaspora: Wůays a ĐruĐiaů rŽůe in hŐanĚa s͛ 

sŽĐiŽ-eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘
b. Cultural Exchange: ZeŐuůar Đuůturaů eǀents 

ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ ŵutuaů unĚerstanĚinŐ anĚ 
aƉƉreĐiaƟŽn͘

5. Challenges and Future Prospects:
a. Economic Dependency: AĚĚressinŐ tŚe 

iŵďaůanĐe in traĚe͘
b. Political Instability: EaǀiŐaƟnŐ ĐŚanŐes in tŚe 

ƉŽůiƟĐaů ůanĚsĐaƉe͘
c. Future Cooperation: �ǆƉůŽrinŐ neǁ areas ŽĨ 

ƉartnersŚiƉ ůiŬe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͕  eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ 
sustainaďůe ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘

India’s Strategic Interests in Participating in NAM
1. Diplomatic Engagement Goals: /nĚia s͛ inǀŽůǀeŵent 

in tŚe EAD ^uŵŵit aůiŐns ǁitŚ its ďrŽaĚer ĨŽreiŐn 
ƉŽůiĐy ŽďũeĐƟǀes ŽĨ ŵaintaininŐ strategic autonomy, 
aĚǀŽĐaƟnŐ ĨŽr tŚe interests ŽĨ tŚe Global South͕ anĚ 
strenŐtŚeninŐ its Ɵes ǁitŚ AĨriĐan ĐŽuntries͘

2. Focus on Capacity Building: /nĚia s͛ enŐaŐeŵent 
in AĨriĐa͕ ƉarƟĐuůarůy in areas ůiŬe eĚuĐaƟŽn anĚ 
ĨŽrensiĐ sĐienĐe͕ is Ɖart ŽĨ a ůarŐer strateŐy tŽ ĚeǀeůŽƉ 
ůŽnŐ-terŵ ƉartnersŚiƉs ďaseĚ Žn ŵutuaů ŐrŽǁtŚ anĚ 
ĚeǀeůŽƉment.

10.  INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS
 In January 2024, during the 7th Meeting of the India-

Nepal Joint Commission held in Kathmandu.

Key outcomes from the India-Nepal Joint Commission 

meeting:

 �ŽtŚ naƟŽns inŬeĚ seǀeraů Ŭey aŐreeŵents anĚ 

reǀieǁeĚ aůů asƉeĐts ŽĨ ďiůateraů reůaƟŽns inĐůuĚinŐ 

ĐŽnneĐƟǀity͕  inĨrastruĐture ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ 

ƉartnersŚiƉ͕ traĚe͕ transit͕ inǀestŵent͕ ƉŽǁer͕  ǁater 

resŽurĐes͕ Đuůture͕ tŽurisŵ͕ sƉŽrts͕ ŚeaůtŚ anĚ eĚuĐaƟŽn͘

1. Power Export Agreement: Nepal and India signed a 

long-term agreement for the export of 10,000 MW of 

power to India for the next 10 years.

2. Cooperation in Renewable Energy: The Nepal 

Electricity Authority and India’s National Thermal 

Power Corporation Limited (NTPC) also signed an 

MoU for cooperation in renewable energy.

3. Inauguration of Cross-Border Transmission Lines: 

Inauguration of 3 cross-border transmission lines 

which was completed with the help of India (132 kV 

Raxaul-Parwanipur, 132 kV Kushaha-Kataiya and 

New Nautanwa-Mainahiya lines).

4. Financial Aid for Reconstruction: India will provide 

10 billion rupees to Nepal for reconstruction of 

earthquake hit areas of Jajarkot and Rukum West.

5. Satellite Cooperation Agreement: An agreement for 

the launch of Nepal’s Munal satellite was formalized 

between the Nepal Academy of Science and 

Technology and NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) under 

the Indian Space Research Organisation.

Major Areas of Cooperation Between India and Nepal

1. About the relationship:

a. India and Nepal share close and friendly relations 

characterized by age-old historical and cultural 

linkages, open border and deep-rooted people-

to-people contacts.

b. Nepal shares a border of over 1850 km with five 

Indian states – Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
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c. The India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship 

of 1950 forms the bedrock of India-Nepal 

relations. 

2. Defence and security cooperation: 

a. Since 1950, India and Nepal have been awarding 

honorary rank of General to each other’s Army 

Chief. 

b. India assists Nepal army in its modernization 

through training and joint military exercise (Surya 

Kiran).

3. Trade and economic cooperation: 

a. India is Nepal’s largest trade partner and the 

largest source of foreign investments. 

4. Connectivity and developmental cooperation: 

a. Line of credit of $680 million by India to fund 

three major transmission corridors in Nepal- 

Bheri Corridor, Nijgadh-Inaruwa Corridor and 

Gandak-Nepalgunj Corridor.

b. Twin Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) in Rupaidiha 

in India and Nepalgunj in Nepal in 2023.

c. Establishing cross-border rail links at Raxaul-

Kathmandu, Jogbani-Biratnagar and Jaynagar-

Bardibas. 

d. Revised treaty of transit that would provide 

Nepal access to inland waterways of India.

e. Some of the High Impact Community 

Development Projects (HICDPs) include Fateh 

Bal Eye Hospital in Nepalgunj, Rapti Cold Storage 

Building in Lamahi Bazar and Rehabilitated Small 

Hydro Power Plant in Jumla District.

5. Energy and Hydropower cooperation: 
a. India and Nepal have had a Power Exchange 

Agreement since 1971 for meeting the power 
requirements in the border areas. 

b. Construction of Motihari-Amlekhgunj oil 
pipeline.

c. India and Nepal have had long-standing and 
fruitful hydropower cooperation: Phukot Karnali 
Hydroelectric Project, West Seti and Seti 
River (SR6) projects (1,200 MW), Lower Arun 
Hydroelectric Project, etc

6. Water sharing cooperation:
a. The Koshi Agreement and Gandak Agreement 

were the initial significant agreements fostering 
India-Nepal cooperation in the water resources 
sector.

b. Another vital pact, the Mahakali Treaty, ensures 
the fair utilization of Mahakali River, waters for 
both countries.

7. Multilateral cooperation
a. Multilateral Cooperation as part of BBIN 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), 
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation), 
and SAARC. Nepal also joined India-led 
International Solar Alliance (ISA).

8. Cultural Cooperation:
a. Swadesh Darshan scheme has Buddhist and 

Ramayana circuits which connect the religious 
cities of Lumbini and Janakpur with that of India.

b. Strong and deeply rooted people to people 

connect (Roti Beti ka Rishta)

Major challenges in India-Nepal relationship Solutions

1. Boundary dispute: Kathmandu, in 2020, released 
a political map that showed 3 Indian territories - 
Limpiyadhura, Kalapani and Lipulekh - as part of 
Nepal.

1. Boundary dispute resolution between India and 
Bangladesh can serve as a model. 

2. China’s rising footprints: Increasing China’s 
role in Nepal’s economy through BRI and other 
developmental projects and aggravated anti-India 
sentiment in Nepal’s political sphere. 

2. Focus on multimodal connectivity projects like BBIN 
to counter China’s BRI. India also needs to maintain 
Sustained engagement and limited interference with 
Nepal across political spectrum. 
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3. Trust Gap: Due to India’s slow pace of 
project implementation and the alleged 
perception of India’s interference in 
Nepal’s politics

3. Faster and effective implementation of India-led 
projects in Nepal to bolster positive public sentiment 
towards India’s delivery.

4. Security concerns: Porous border facilitates arms 

smuggling, terrorist activities and flow of counterfeit 

Indian currency, all of which pose serious security risks 

to India

4. It is imperative to engage in cooperative discussions 

to enhance border transit mechanism. Integrated 

border control, including cutting-edge sensors, 

drones, and transportation and intervention tools, 

requires institutionalised engagement.
5. Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1950: Treaty is “not in 

tune with time.”

5. Revisiting the Friendship treaty is a required step to 

take the relationship to further heights.

Conclusion

 /nĚia anĚ EeƉaů are inĐreasinŐůy reaůisinŐ tŚe ŵutuaů 

ďeneĮts ŽĨ tŚeir ƉartnersŚiƉ anĚ ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn͘ dŚey 

recognise the strategic importance of each other in the 

eǀŽůǀinŐ ŐůŽďaů ŽrĚer anĚ Śaǀe ŵaintaineĚ a ƉŽsiƟǀe 

ŵŽŵentuŵ ĚesƉite Đertain ƉŽůiƟĐaů ĐŚaůůenŐes͘ /t is Žnůy 

tŚrŽuŐŚ sustaineĚ enŐaŐeŵents tŚat ďŽtŚ naƟŽns Đan 

aĚĚress tŚe ŵutuaů susƉiĐiŽns anĚ ďuiůĚ trust ĨŽr Őreater 

ŐŽŽĚ ŽĨ tŚe reŐiŽn͘ 

11. HENLEY PASSPORT INDEX 2024

 ZeĐentůy͕  ,enůey WassƉŽrt /nĚeǆ 2024 ǁas reůeaseĚ 

ƉůaĐinŐ /nĚia at ZanŬ ϴϱ͕ ŐranƟnŐ its ĐiƟǌens ǀisa Ĩree 

aĐĐess tŽ ϲ2 ĐŽuntries͘

Overview of Henley Passport Index:

1. dŚe ,enůey WassƉŽrt /nĚeǆ is a ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe 

ranŬinŐ ŽĨ ŐůŽďaů ƉassƉŽrts ďaseĚ Žn tŚe nuŵďer ŽĨ 

ĚesƟnaƟŽns tŚeir ŚŽůĚers Đan aĐĐess without a prior 

visa.

2. dŚe inĚeǆ reůies Žn eǆĐůusiǀe Ěata ĨrŽŵ tŚe 

International Air Transport Association (IATA), 

tŚe ůarŐest anĚ ŵŽst aĐĐurate traǀeů inĨŽrŵaƟŽn 

Ěataďase͘

3. �nŚanĐeĚ ďy researĐŚ ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ ďy ,enůey Θ 

Wartners͕ a >ŽnĚŽn-ďaseĚ aĚǀisŽry Įrŵ͘

4. /nĐůuĚes ϭϵϵ Ěifferent ƉassƉŽrts anĚ 22ϳ traǀeů 

ĚesƟnaƟŽns͘

Highlights of Henley Passport Index 2024:
1. Top-Ranked Passports:

a) &ranĐe͕ 'erŵany͕  /taůy͕  JaƉan͕ ^inŐaƉŽre͕ anĚ 
^Ɖain ůeaĚ as tŚe ŵŽst ƉŽǁerĨuů ƉassƉŽrts͕ 
ŽfferinŐ ǀisa-Ĩree entry tŽ ϭϵ4 ŐůŽďaů ĚesƟnaƟŽns͘

b) dŚe tŽƉ ϭ0 ƉŽsiƟŽns are ƉreĚŽŵinantůy ŚeůĚ ďy 
European countries.

2. Growth in Accessible Destinations:
a) dŚe aǀeraŐe nuŵďer ŽĨ ǀisa-Ĩree ĚesƟnaƟŽns Śas 

aůŵŽst ĚŽuďůeĚ͕ risinŐ ĨrŽŵ ϱϴ in 200ϲ tŽ ϭϭϭ in 
2024.

3. India’s Ranking:
a) India’s passport is ranked 85th

b) 'ranƟnŐ its ĐiƟǌens ǀisa-Ĩree aĐĐess tŽ 62 
countries.
• AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ Dinistry ŽĨ �ǆternaů Affairs͕ 

'Žǀt͘ ŽĨ /nĚia͕ 16 countries allow visa-free 
entry, 40 countries provide visa-on-arrival, 
and 47 countries offer e-Visa facilities to 
/nĚian ƉassƉŽrt ŚŽůĚers͘

• /nĚia ƉrŽǀiĚes e-Visa facilities tŽ naƟŽnaůs ŽĨ 
171 countries.

4. Lowest Ranked Passports:
a) AĨŐŚanistan ;ranŬ ϭ0ϵͿ ŚŽůĚs tŚe ůŽǁest sƉŽt͕ 

ǁitŚ aĐĐess tŽ Žnůy 2ϴ ĐŽuntries ǁitŚŽut a ǀisa͘
b) ^yria ;ranŬ ϭ0ϴͿ͕ /raƋ ;ranŬ ϭ0ϳͿ͕ anĚ WaŬistan 

;ranŬ ϭ0ϲͿ͕ ĨŽůůŽǁ ĐůŽseůy͕  ǁitŚ ůiŵiteĚ ǀisa-Ĩree 
access.

5. Fastest Climber:
a) dŚe hniteĚ Araď �ŵirates eǆƉerienĐeĚ siŐniĮĐant 

ŐrŽǁtŚ͕ ĐůiŵďinŐ tŽ ϭϭtŚ ƉůaĐe anĚ ŽfferinŐ ǀisa-
Ĩree aĐĐess tŽ ϭϴϯ ĚesƟnaƟŽns͘



ENSU
RE IA

S

ϯϲ www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

1.   1st INDIA-MADE DRISHTI 10 STARLINER 
DRONE

1. dŚe /nĚian Eaǀy Śas reĐentůy ŵaĚe a siŐniĮĐant 
aĚǀanĐeŵent ďy aĐƋuirinŐ its Įrst inĚiŐenŽus 
ŵeĚiuŵ-aůƟtuĚe ůŽnŐ-enĚuranĐe ;DA>�Ϳ ĚrŽne͕ tŚe 
�risŚƟ ϭ0 ^tarůiner unŵanneĚ aeriaů ǀeŚiĐůe ;hAsͿ͘ 

2. CraŌeĚ ďy Adani Defence and Aerospace in 
ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn ǁitŚ /sraeůi ĚeĨenĐe Őiant �ůďit ^ysteŵs͘

Indigenous Innovation: Drishti 10 Starliner Drone
1. dŚis hAs is a tailored version of the Hermes 900 

Starliner ĚrŽnes ďy �ůďit ^ysteŵs͕ aĚĚinŐ a strateŐiĐ 
asset tŽ /nĚia s͛ ŵiůitary arsenaů͘

2. Features and Capabilities͗ titŚ ϳ0й ŽĨ its ĐŽŵƉŽnents 
ďeinŐ inĚiŐenŽus͕ tŚe �risŚƟ ϭ0 ^tarůiner sŚŽǁĐases 
/nĚia s͛ ŐrŽǁinŐ ĐaƉaďiůiƟes in ĚeĨenĐe ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͘

 dŚe ĚrŽne Đan enĚure ŇiŐŚts ĨŽr ϯϲ ŚŽurs anĚ Đarry a 
ƉayůŽaĚ ŽĨ 4ϱ0 ŬŐ͕ ŵaŬinŐ it suitaďůe ĨŽr a ǁiĚe ranŐe 
ŽĨ ŵissiŽns͘ /ts ŵŽĚuůar ĚesiŐn anĚ ŐrŽunĚ suƉƉŽrt 
ŵŽďiůity enŚanĐe its ŽƉeraƟŽnaů aĚaƉtaďiůity͘

3. Weaponization and Specifications͗ dŚe ĚrŽne 
is eƋuiƉƉeĚ ǁitŚ ϯ ŚarĚ ƉŽints ĨŽr ůŽaĚ ĐarryinŐ͕ 
ǁŚiĐŚ aůůŽǁs ĨŽr ƉŽtenƟaů ǁeaƉŽniǌaƟŽn͘ KƉeraƟnŐ 
at aůƟtuĚes ŽĨ ϯ0͕000 Ĩeet͕ it is an aůů-ǁeatŚer 
hAs͕ ensurinŐ ǀersaƟůity aĐrŽss Ěifferent ŵissiŽn 
requirements.

Naval Challenges and Rising Threats
1. Geopolitical Context͗ dŚe /nĚian Eaǀy ĨaĐes 

ĐŚaůůenŐes suĐŚ as tŚe strateŐiĐ ŵaneuǀers ŽĨ CŚina͕ 
ŵaintaininŐ tŚe internaƟŽnaů ŽrĚer at sea͕ anĚ 
aĚĚressinŐ neǁ tensiŽns in tŚe Araďian ̂ ea͕ inĐůuĚinŐ 
ƉiraĐy anĚ reŐiŽnaů ĐŽnŇiĐts͘

2. Naval Response͗ /n resƉŽnse͕ tŚe /nĚian Eaǀy Śas 
raŵƉeĚ uƉ surǀeiůůanĐe aĐrŽss tŚe Araďian ^ea͕ 
ĚeƉůŽyinŐ siŐniĮĐant naǀaů assets͘ dŚis inĐůuĚes 
tŚe use ŽĨ W-ϴ/ ŵariƟŵe surǀeiůůanĐe airĐraŌ͕ ^ea 
'uarĚian ĚrŽnes͕ �Žrniers͕ ŚeůiĐŽƉters͕ anĚ CŽast 
'uarĚ sŚiƉs tŽ ensure reŐiŽnaů seĐurity͘

C. Security
Technological Landscape: Future Prospects
1. DRDO’s Contribution͗ dŚe �eĨenĐe ZesearĐŚ anĚ 

�eǀeůŽƉŵent KrŐanisaƟŽn ;�Z�KͿ is ǁŽrŬinŐ Žn 
tŚe daƉas DA>� hAs͕ ǁŚiĐŚ͕ aůŽnŐsiĚe tŚe �risŚƟ 
ϭ0 ^tarůiner͕  reƉresents /nĚia s͛ ĐŽŵŵitŵent tŽ 
enŚanĐinŐ its ĚeĨenĐe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy anĚ ƉreƉareĚness͘

2. Global Collaborations͗ /nĚia is seeŬinŐ tŽ ĨurtŚer 
its ŵiůitary ĐaƉaďiůiƟes tŚrŽuŐŚ internaƟŽnaů 
ƉartnersŚiƉs͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů aĐƋuisiƟŽn ŽĨ 
ϯϭ DY-ϵ� reŵŽteůy ƉiůŽteĚ airĐraŌ systeŵs ;ZWA^Ϳ 
ĨrŽŵ tŚe hniteĚ ^tates͘ dŚis ŵŽǀe aiŵs tŽ ďriĚŐe 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů ŐaƉs anĚ ƉrŽǀiĚe a ǀersaƟůe ƉůaƞŽrŵ 
ĨŽr Ěiǀerse ŵiůitary aƉƉůiĐaƟŽns͘

Conclusion
 dŚe aĐƋuisiƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe �risŚƟ ϭ0 ^tarůiner hAs is a 
testaŵent tŽ /nĚia s͛ striĚes tŽǁarĚs aĐŚieǀinŐ autŽnŽŵy 
in ĚeĨenĐe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy anĚ enŚanĐinŐ its naǀaů /^Z 
ĐaƉaďiůiƟes͘ �y ůeǀeraŐinŐ inĚiŐenŽus innŽǀaƟŽn anĚ 
internaƟŽnaů ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽns͕ /nĚia is ƉŽiseĚ tŽ aĚĚress 
tŚe ĐŽŵƉůeǆ seĐurity ĐŚaůůenŐes in tŚe ŵariƟŵe ĚŽŵain͕ 
ensurinŐ ƉeaĐe anĚ staďiůity in tŚe reŐiŽn͘ dŚis strateŐiĐ 
enŚanĐeŵent ŽĨ naǀaů ĨŽrĐes siŐniĮes /nĚia s͛ ĐŽŵŵitŵent 
tŽ saĨeŐuarĚinŐ its ŵariƟŵe interests anĚ strenŐtŚeninŐ 
its ƉŽsiƟŽn as a Ŭey Ɖůayer in tŚe ŐůŽďaů ŵariƟŵe seĐurity 
ůanĚsĐaƉe͘

2.  MARITIME PIRACY
 /nĚian Eaǀy ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ a ŵissiŽn tŽ reůease /nĚian 
Đreǁ ŵeŵďers ĨrŽŵ a sŚiƉ taŬen Žǀer ďy ^Žŵaůi Ɖirates in 
the northern Arabian Sea. 

Who are Pirates?
1. Wirates are ůiŬe sea tŚieǀes ǁŚŽ ďŽarĚ sŚiƉs ǁitŚŽut 

ƉerŵissiŽn͕ usuaůůy tŽ steaů tŚinŐs Žr ĚeŵanĚ ŵŽney͘
2. Article 101 of the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) ĚeĮnes ƉiraĐy as any iůůeŐaů 
aĐts ŽĨ ǀiŽůenĐe͕ ĚetenƟŽn͕ Žr rŽďďery ĐŽŵŵiƩeĚ Žn 
tŚe ŚiŐŚ seas Žr ŽutsiĚe tŚe ũurisĚiĐƟŽn ŽĨ any state͘ 
/t ŵay inĐůuĚe taŬinŐ ĐŽntrŽů ŽĨ sŚiƉs͕ ŬiĚnaƉƉinŐ 
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ƉassenŐers Žr Đreǁ ŵeŵďers͕ etĐ ǁŚiĐŚ is ĐŽnsiĚereĚ 
a seriŽus ŵariƟŵe Đriŵe͘

3. dŚe ͞ŚiŐŚ seas͟ reĨer tŽ areas ŽĨ tŚe ŽĐean tŚat are 
nŽt unĚer tŚe ũurisĚiĐƟŽn ŽĨ any sinŐůe ĐŽuntry anĚ 
ďeůŽnŐ tŽ eǀeryŽne͘

Events going on:
1. WiraĐy anĚ Diůitant aĐƟǀiƟes Śaǀe inĐreaseĚ in tŚe 

Red Sea region͕ esƉeĐiaůůy aŌer tŚe Hamas-Israel 
conflict.

2. /t is ďeinŐ saiĚ tŚat tŚese aĐƟǀiƟes are ďeinŐ ĐarrieĚ 
Žut ďy a zeŵen-ůeĚ ŐrŽuƉ naŵeĚ Houthis.

3. ^uĐŚ aĐƟǀiƟes Đreate ĐŚaůůenŐes ĨŽr internaƟŽnaů 
trade anĚ tŚe security ŽĨ ƉeŽƉůe͘ /t is tŽ ďe nŽteĚ tŚat 
tŚe ZeĚ ^ea aĐĐŽunts ĨŽr arŽunĚ 12% of the Global 
Trade.

4. /nĚian Eaǀy͕  in reĐent Ɵŵes͕ Śaǀe ďeen ĐaůůeĚ uƉŽn 
ďy ŵany sŚiƉs ďeůŽnŐinŐ tŽ ĐŽuntries ůiŬe Daůta͕ anĚ 
'aďŽn ĨŽr ŚeůƉ aŐainst suĐŚ Ɖirates͘

Regions Highly Affected by Piracy: 

Africa Asia South America

1. Northwest 
Africa

2. 'uůĨ ŽĨ 
'uinea

3. Somalia
4. ,Žrn ŽĨ 

Africa

1. ZeĚ ^ea
2. 'uůĨ ŽĨ AĚen
3. /nĚian KĐean
4. /nĚian 

suďĐŽnƟnent
5. Southeast 

Asia

1. Coastal areas 
ŽĨ �raǌiů

2. 'uůĨ ŽĨ Waria

What are the Initiatives Taken to Deal with Mar-
itime Piracy?
1. Regional and Global Initiatives:

UNCLOS (United Nations 
Convention on the Law of 
the Sea) (1982)

dŚe treaty ǁas siŐneĚ in 
DŽnteŐŽ �ay͕  JaŵaiĐa͘ 
/t ĚeĮnes ŵariƟŵe 
ǌŽnes͕ riŐŚts͕ anĚ 
resƉŽnsiďiůiƟes ŽĨ naƟŽns 
reŐarĚinŐ tŚe use ŽĨ 
oceans.

Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful 
Acts against the Safety 
of Maritime Navigation 
(1988)

/t aiŵs tŽ Ɖreǀent 
unlawful acts such as 
terrŽrisŵ anĚ ŽtŚer 
iůůeŐaů aĐƟǀiƟes tŚat 
threaten the safety of 
ships.

Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (1997)

It is a regional forum 
comprising coastal 
ĐŽuntries ďŽrĚerinŐ 
tŚe /nĚian KĐean tŚat 
cooperate in areas 
suĐŚ as ŵariƟŵe saĨety 
anĚ seĐurity͕  traĚe 
ĨaĐiůitaƟŽn͕ Ěisaster risŬ 
management, etc

Combined Maritime 
Forces (2002)

/t is a ŵuůƟnaƟŽnaů 
ŵariƟŵe ƉartnersŚiƉ ŽĨ 
ϯϵ ĐŽuntries͕ ůeĚ ďy tŚe 
h^A͘ /nĚia is a ŵeŵďer ŽĨ 
this force.

Operation Atalanta (2008) �h-ůeĚ ĐŽunter-ƉiraĐy 
ŵiůitary ŽƉeraƟŽn in tŚe 
,Žrn ŽĨ AĨriĐa reŐiŽn anĚ 
in tŚe testern /nĚian 
Ocean

International Fusion 
Centre (2018)

A facility that promotes 
tŚe sŚarinŐ ŽĨ ŵariƟŵe 
Ěata anĚ inteůůiŐenĐe 
aŵŽnŐ ŵuůƟƉůe ĐŽuntries 
ĨŽr tŚe /nĚian ŽĐean 
region.

Operation Prosperity 
Guardian (2023)

h^-ůeĚ ŵiůitary ŽƉeraƟŽn 
ĨŽrŵeĚ in �eĐeŵďer 
202ϯ tŽ resƉŽnĚ tŽ 
,ŽutŚi-ůeĚ aƩaĐŬs Žn 
sŚiƉƉinŐ in tŚe ZeĚ ^ea

2. Indian Initiatives:

Anti-piracy patrols and 
surveillance

/nĚian Eaǀy Śas ŬeƉt a 
close watch on the seas 
esƉeĐiaůůy tŚe 'uůĨ ŽĨ 
AĚen sinĐe 200ϴ as it Śas 
reŵaineĚ ŚiŐŚůy affeĐteĚ 
by pirates. 

Coastal Surveillance Net-
work

/nĚia Śas set uƉ raĚars 
anĚ starteĚ uƟůisinŐ 
Aerial Drones along 
the coast to watch for 
anything suspicious. 
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National Command Con-
trol Communication and 
Intelligence Network

dŚis is ůiŬe a ŚiŐŚ-teĐŚ 
systeŵ tŚat ŚeůƉs /nĚia 
ƋuiĐŬůy ŚanĚůe any 
problems at sea by 
usinŐ Ěifferent ǁays 
ŽĨ ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn anĚ 
inĨŽrŵaƟŽn͘

National Maritime Domain 
Awareness Project (2014)

/t ǁiůů ƉrŽǀiĚe ͞ aĐƟŽnaďůe 
inteůůiŐenĐe͟ tŽ tŚe Eaǀy 
ĨŽr taĐŬůinŐ ŵariƟŵe 
tŚreats͘ ͞AĐƟŽnaďůe 
intelligence” means 
ŚaǀinŐ useĨuů͕ reaĚy-tŽ-
use inĨŽrŵaƟŽn tŽ ŵaŬe 
sŵart ĚeĐisiŽns Žr taŬe 
effeĐƟǀe aĐƟŽn͘

SAGAR Policy (2015) ͞^A'AZ͟ stanĚs ĨŽr 
^eĐurity anĚ 'rŽǁtŚ ĨŽr 
All in the Region. It is 
/nĚia s͛ ŵariƟŵe ĚŽĐtrine 
Žr ƉŽůiĐy aiŵeĚ at 
ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ seĐurity anĚ 
sustainaďůe ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 
in tŚe /nĚian KĐean 
region.

Maritime Anti-Piracy Act 
(2022)

/t Őiǀes effeĐt tŽ tŚe 
hEC>K^ treaty ďy 
penalising piracy on high 
seas.

3.  PUP TENTS FOR TROOPS ON LAC
 KnŐŽinŐ stanĚŽff ǁitŚ CŚina aůŽnŐ tŚe >ine ŽĨ AĐtuaů 
CŽntrŽů ;>ACͿ in eǆtreŵe ĐŽůĚ ǁeatŚer reŐiŽns ůiŬe eastern 
>aĚaŬŚ͕ ^iŬŬiŵ͕ anĚ ^iaĐŚen 'ůaĐier͘  /nĚian Arŵy ůŽŽŬinŐ 
tŽ iŵƉrŽǀe trŽŽƉ ĐŽnĚiƟŽns anĚ saĨety ďy aĐƋuirinŐ neǁ 
insuůateĚ ͞pup tents.” 

Key Points:
1. New Pup Tents:

a. AĐĐŽŵŵŽĚate 4 sŽůĚiers͕ ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ 2-ϯ in 
current tents.

b. >iŐŚter͕  easier tŽ set uƉ͕ anĚ ďeƩer insuůateĚ ĨŽr 
temperatures as low as -50°C.

c. ZŽďust ĚesiŐn tŽ ǁitŚstanĚ strŽnŐ ǁinĚs anĚ 
Śeaǀy snŽǁ͘

d. �ĸĐient ǀenƟůaƟŽn anĚ ĐŽůĚ-resistant ŵateriaůs͘
e. �asy tŽ Đarry ĨŽr ƉatrŽůs anĚ seůĨ-ĐŽntaineĚ ĨŽr 

ƋuiĐŬ setuƉ͘
2. Benefits:

a. /ŵƉrŽǀeĚ sŽůĚier ƉrŽĚuĐƟǀity anĚ saĨety in ŚiŐŚ-
aůƟtuĚe areas͘

b. �asier ĚeƉůŽyŵent in sŵaůů ƉŽsts anĚ ĨŽr sentriesͬ
ŽďserǀaƟŽn Ɖairs͘

c. �nŚanĐeĚ ŵŽďiůity anĚ aĚaƉtaďiůity͘
3. Current situation:

a. /nĚia inǀests Śeaǀiůy in ďŽrĚer inĨrastruĐture anĚ 
habitats for 55,000 troops.

b. DŽĚern Śaďitats ǁitŚ ǁater͕  eůeĐtriĐity͕  anĚ 
ŚeaƟnŐ͘

c. >arŐer ŚeateĚ tents anĚ >aĚaŬŚi sŚeůters ĨŽr 
ĨŽrǁarĚ ůŽĐaƟŽns͘

d. �ŵerŐenĐy ƉurĐŚase ŽĨ ŚiŐŚ-aůƟtuĚe ǁinter 
clothing in 2020.

Significance:
1. hƉŐraĚeĚ ƉuƉ tents reƉresent a ĐruĐiaů steƉ in 

ensurinŐ tŚe ǁeůů-ďeinŐ anĚ ŽƉeraƟŽnaů effeĐƟǀeness 
ŽĨ /nĚian trŽŽƉs ĚeƉůŽyeĚ in ŚarsŚ >AC ĐŽnĚiƟŽns͘

2. /ŵƉrŽǀeĚ ůiǀinŐ ĐŽnĚiƟŽns anĚ ŵŽďiůity Đan ďŽŽst 
ŵŽraůe anĚ ƉreƉareĚness in tŚe ĨaĐe ŽĨ ŽnŐŽinŐ 
ďŽrĚer tensiŽns͘

4.   US-INDIA DEAL OF MQ -9B SKY GUARDIAN 
DRONES 

 dŚe h^ ^tate �eƉartŵent reĐentůy Őaǀe tŚe Őreen 
ůiŐŚt ĨŽr a ƉŽtenƟaů saůe ŽĨ ϯϭ DY-ϵ� ̂ Ŭy 'uarĚian ĚrŽnes 
tŽ /nĚia as Ɖart ŽĨ a ĨŽreiŐn ŵiůitary transaĐƟŽn͘

Background
1. �urinŐ Wriŵe Dinister EarenĚra DŽĚi s͛ state ǀisit tŽ 

tŚe h^ ůast year ;JuneͿ͕ /nĚia eǆƉresseĚ interest in 
ďuyinŐ ϯϭ DY-ϵ� ^Ŭy 'uarĚian ĚrŽnes͘
a. KĨ tŚe ϯϭ DY-ϵ� WreĚatŽr ĚrŽnes ďeinŐ aĐƋuireĚ

i. dŚe Eaǀy is set tŽ reĐeiǀe ϭϱ ^ea'uarĚian 
ĚrŽnes

ii. dŚe Arŵy anĚ dŚe /nĚian Air &ŽrĐe 
eaĐŚ aůůŽĐateĚ eiŐŚt ŽĨ tŚe ůanĚ ǀariant 
^Ŭy'uarĚian͘
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About MQ-9B Armed Drones?
1. dŚe DY-ϵ� ĚrŽne͕ a ŵŽĚeů ĚeriǀeĚ ĨrŽŵ tŚe DY-ϵ 

͞ZeaƉer͕͟ is an unŵanneĚ aeriaů ǀeŚiĐůe ;hAsͿ 
ĚesiŐneĚ ĨŽr ďŽtŚ reŵŽte ĐŽntrŽů anĚ autŽnŽŵŽus 
ŇyinŐ ĐaƉaďiůiƟes͘

2. dŚese ĚrŽnes ŽƉerate at ŚiŐŚ aůƟtuĚes anĚ Śaǀe tŚe 
enĚuranĐe tŽ stay airďŽrne ĨŽr eǆtenĚeĚ ƉeriŽĚs͘

3. dŚese are eƋuiƉƉeĚ ǁitŚ ƉreĐisiŽn striŬe ŵissiůes ĨŽr 
aĐĐurateůy eůiŵinaƟnŐ aĚǀersary tarŐets͘

4. 'eneraů AtŽŵiĐs AerŽnauƟĐaů ^ysteŵs ;'A-A^/Ϳ 
ĚesiŐneĚ tŚe ĚrŽne ŵainůy ĨŽr use ďy tŚe hniteĚ 
^tates Air &ŽrĐe ;h^A&Ϳ͘

5. /t s͛ ĐaƉaďůe ŽĨ saĨeůy inteŐraƟnŐ intŽ Điǀiůian airsƉaĐe͕ 
it ƉrŽǀiĚes ũŽint ĨŽrĐes anĚ Điǀiů autŚŽriƟes ǁitŚ 
ĐŽnƟnuŽus͕ Ěay-anĚ-niŐŚt situaƟŽnaů aǁareness in 
ŵariƟŵe enǀirŽnŵents͘

ϲ͘ dŚe DY-ϵ� Śas tǁŽ ǀariants 
a. ^Ŭy'uarĚia
b. ^ea'uarĚian

i. dŚe /nĚian Eaǀy Śas ďeen ŽƉeraƟnŐ tŚe DY-
ϵ� ^ea 'uarĚian sinĐe 2020͘

7. Technical Features͗
a. dŚe ĚrŽne Śas a ĐarryinŐ ĐaƉaĐity ŽĨ uƉ tŽ ϱ͕ϲϳ0 

ŬŐ anĚ a Ĩueů ĐaƉaĐity ŽĨ 2͕ϳ2ϭ ŬŐ͘
b. /t Đan ŽƉerate at aůƟtuĚes aďŽǀe 40͕000 Ĩeet͘
c. titŚ a ŵaǆiŵuŵ enĚuranĐe ŽĨ 40 ŚŽurs͕ tŚe 

WreĚatŽr is iĚeaů ĨŽr eǆtenĚeĚ surǀeiůůanĐe 
missions.

Ě͘ /t is ǀersaƟůe͕ suƉƉŽrƟnŐ rŽůes in ůanĚ anĚ 
ŵariƟŵe surǀeiůůanĐe͕ anƟ-suďŵarine anĚ anƟ-
surĨaĐe ǁarĨare͕ striŬes͕ eůeĐtrŽniĐ ǁarĨare͕ anĚ 
eǆƉeĚiƟŽns͘

e. &eatures autŽŵaƟĐ taŬeŽffs anĚ ůanĚinŐs͕ 
ĚeteĐt anĚ aǀŽiĚ systeŵ͕ anƟ-sƉŽŽĮnŐ 'W^͕ anĚ 
enĐryƉteĚ ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn ůinŬs͘

8. Prior Usage: /t ĚeƉůŽyeĚ an aĚaƉteĚ ,eůůĮre ŵissiůe 
ǀariant tŽ tarŐet anĚ Ŭiůů aů-YaeĚa ůeaĚer Ayŵan aů-
�aǁaŚiri in <aďuů͘

Need for India
1. Boosting surveillance and attack capabilities: dŚe 

aĐƋuisiƟŽn ŽĨ tŚese aĚǀanĐeĚ ĚrŽnes aiŵs tŽ enŚanĐe 
/nĚia s͛ surǀeiůůanĐe ĐaƉaďiůiƟes anĚ strenŐtŚen its 
arŵeĚ ĨŽrĐes͘
a. WarƟĐuůarůy Ěue tŽ tŚe Đurrent tensiŽns ǁitŚ 

CŚina in >aĚaŬŚ anĚ esĐaůaƟnŐ strains ǁitŚ 
WaŬistan͘

2. Indo-Pacific Security: AĚĚress tŚe inĐreasinŐ 
ƉresenĐe ŽĨ CŚinese suďŵarines anĚ naǀaů sŚiƉs in 
tŚe /nĚian KĐean ZeŐiŽn͕ ensurinŐ tŚe seĐurity ŽĨ 
ĐruĐiaů ŵariƟŵe ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn anĚ traĚe rŽutes͘

3. Counter Terrorism and Insurgency: DY-ϵ� arŵeĚ 
ĚrŽnes are sŽuŐŚt aŌer tŽ aiĚ /nĚia s͛ ĐŽunter-
terrŽrisŵ anĚ ĐŽunter-insurŐenĐy effŽrts in <asŚŵir 
anĚ ďeyŽnĚ͘

Benefits of Acquiring MQ-9B Armed Drones to 
India:
1. Enhance Defense ties with US: AĐƋuisiƟŽn ǁiůů 

enŚanĐe /nĚia s͛ ĚeĨense Ɵes ǁitŚ tŚe hniteĚ ^tates͕ a 
ĐruĐiaů aůůy in tŚe /nĚŽ-WaĐiĮĐ area͘

2. Strengthen India’s position in QUAD: dŚe 
ƉrŽĐureŵent ǁiůů reinĨŽrĐe /nĚia s͛ ƉŽsiƟŽn ǁitŚin tŚe 
YuaĚ͕ an aůůianĐe ŽĨ ĚeŵŽĐraĐies tŚat inĐůuĚes tŚe 
h^͕ JaƉan͕ anĚ Austraůia͘

3. Technology Sharing and Collaboration: It will also 
ŽƉen aǀenues ĨŽr /nĚia s͛ ĚeĨense seĐtŽr tŚrŽuŐŚ 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐy sŚarinŐ anĚ ĐŽůůaďŽraƟǀe ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͕ 
aůiŐninŐ ǁitŚ tŚe DaŬe in /nĚia iniƟaƟǀe͘

Other Defense Agreements between India and 
US
1. /nĚia anĚ h^ Śaǀe ĨŽur ĨŽunĚaƟŽnaů ĚeĨense 

aŐreeŵents͗
a. Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for 

Geospatial Intelligence (BECA)
i. AůůŽǁs tŚe tǁŽ ĐŽuntries tŽ sŚare inĨŽrŵaƟŽn 

reůateĚ tŽ ŵiůitary anĚ ĚeĨense inĐůuĚinŐ 
aĚǀanĐeĚ ŵaƉs anĚ sateůůite Ěata͘

ii. /nĚia siŐneĚ tŚe aŐreeŵent in 2020͘
b. General Security of Military Information 

Agreement (GSOMIA)
i. �naďůes ŵiůitary ĨŽrĐes tŽ eǆĐŚanŐe 

inteůůiŐenĐe inĨŽrŵaƟŽn͘
ii. /nĚia ďeĐaŵe a siŐnatŽry in 2002͘

iii. dŚe /nĚustriaů ^eĐurity Anneǆ ;/^AͿ͕ ǁŚiĐŚ 
eǆtenĚs tŚe '^KD/A͕ ǁas aŐreeĚ uƉŽn ĚurinŐ 
tŚe 2н2 ĚiaůŽŐue in 20ϭϵ͘

1. /^A estaďůisŚes ŐuiĚeůines ĨŽr tŚe sŚarinŐ anĚ 
saĨeŐuarĚinŐ ŽĨ ĐůassiĮeĚ ŵiůitary Ěata ďetǁeen 
AŵeriĐan anĚ /nĚian ĚeĨense seĐtŽrs͘
c. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 

(LEMOA)
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i. /t Őrants tŚe tǁŽ naƟŽns aĐĐess tŽ eaĐŚ ŽtŚer s͛ sƉeĐiĮeĚ ŵiůitary ďases ĨŽr reĨueůinŐ anĚ resuƉƉůy ƉurƉŽses͘

ii. /nĚia siŐneĚ tŚe aŐreeŵent in 20ϭϲ͘
iii. /t is assŽĐiateĚ ǁitŚ tŚe CŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽns anĚ /nĨŽrŵaƟŽn ^eĐurity DeŵŽranĚuŵ ŽĨ AŐreeŵent͘

d. Communication Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA)
i. CKDCA^A͕ ǁitŚ a ϭ0-year ǀaůiĚity͕  is ĚesiŐneĚ tŽ estaďůisŚ a ůeŐaů struĐture ĨŽr tŚe h^A tŽ transĨer ŚiŐŚ-

seĐurity ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn eƋuiƉŵent tŽ /nĚia͕ enŚanĐinŐ tŚe interŽƉeraďiůity ŽĨ tŚeir arŵeĚ ĨŽrĐes͘
ii. /nĚia entereĚ intŽ tŚis aŐreeŵent in 20ϭϴ͘

5. EXERCISES/ OPERATIONS IN NEWS

Name
Participants/

Organizer
Brief Description

Sarvashakti Indian Army 	 A strategic effort launched with the objective of eradicating terrorists account-
able for a sequence of attacks targeting Indian troops in the Rajouri and Poonch 
regions of Jammu & Kashmir.

Sadbhavna Indian Army 	 A goodwill practice to address aspirations of people affected by terrorism.
	 Currently adopted in Topa Pir village in Poonch district of Jammu & Kashmir.

Khanjar India-
Kyrgyzstan

	 11th edition of Joint special forces exercise held at Special Forces Training 
School in Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh.

	 It is an annual event conducted alternatively in both the countries.
Cyclone India-Egypt 	 2nd Edition held at Anshas, Egypt from 22nd January to 1st February 2024.

	 The 1st edition of the exercise was conducted last year in India.
Desert Knight India-France-

UAE
	 Air Force exercise with focus on enhancing synergy and interoperability be-

tween the three Air Forces.
	 The exercise was conducted over the Arabian Sea, with IAF aircraft operating 

from bases within India.
Desert Cyclone India-UAE 	 1st edition of Military Exercise

	 The Exercise was conducted in Mahajan, Rajasthan from 2nd to 15th January 
2024.

Sea Dragon India-USA-
South 

Korea-Japan-
Australia

	 Naval Exercise held from 10th to 22nd January 2024 at Guam, USA
	 The Exercise aims to achieve high levels of synergy and coordination between 

friendly navies, which is based on their shared values and commitment to an 
open, inclusive Indo Pacific.

MILAN-24 India-
Indonesia- 

Singapore-Sri 
Lanka-Thailand

	 Biennial Naval Exercise
	 12th edition of Multilateral Naval Exercise is scheduled from 19-27 Feb 24 in 

Visakhapatnam, under the aegis of Eastern Naval Command.
	 MILAN, from a regional event, has metamorphosed into a prestigious maritime 

exercise with participation by about 58 friendly foreign countries across conti-
nents in MILAN 2024.

Ayutthaya India-Thailand 	 Maiden Maritime Exercise between the Indian Navy (IN) and Royal Thai Navy (RTN)
	 Indigenously built Indian Naval ships Kulish and IN LCU 56 participated in the 

inaugural edition of the exercise.
	 The Indo-Thai Bilateral Exercise is being named as ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’, which 

literally translates to ‘The Invincible One’ or ‘Undefeatable’, and symbolizes the 
significance of two of the oldest cities Ayodhya in India and Ayutthaya in Thailand

	 36th Edition of Coordinated Patrol Conducted along with the maiden bilateral 
exercise Ayutthaya



ENSU
RE IA

S

41www.ensureias.com Contact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

1.   CENTRE FOR THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION

1. Telangana and the World Economic Forum (WEF) 
have agreed to establish a Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (C4IR Telangana) in Hyderabad.
a. C4IR is a global initiative by WEF to collaborate 

with various sectors to tackle challenges and 
opportunities of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
(4IR).
• 4IR refers to the integration of AI, robotics, 

IoT, blockchain, 3D printing, genetic 
engineering, and other technologies, blurring 
the lines between the physical, digital, and 
biological realms.

• Recent examples: A pacemaker with wireless 
sensors that will dissolve in the human body 
after completing its job was unveiled by the 
US researchers.

b. C4IR Telangana will be WEF’s 19th centre globally 
and the 2nd in India, following Maharashtra.

c. It will be the world’s 1st centre focusing on health 
tech and life sciences, acting as a ‘Life Sciences 
Hot Spot’ in Asia.

Ě͘ The not-for-profit, autonomous centre will 
lead in healthcare policy formulation and 
implementation.

e. It aims to promote technologies in genomics, 
personalized medicine, and healthcare 
manufacturing, emphasizing the intersection 
of life sciences and technology regionally and 
globally.

f. Leveraging (taking advantage) the state’s 
strengths like talent pool and infrastructure, it will 
align with government industrial policies.

2. Other Industrial Revolutions:
a. First (1800s): Utilized water and steam power for 

mechanization, e.g., Steam engine.
b. Second (early 1900s): Employed electric power 

for mass production, e.g., Electricity.

D. ECONOMY

c. Third (late 1900s): Used electronics & IT for 
production automation, e.g., Computer and 
Internet.

3. Concerns associated with 4IR
• Automation and AI adoption in Industry 4.0 

could lead to widespread job loss due to job 
displacement.

• The interconnectedness of Industry 4.0 raises 
cybersecurity risks, threatening privacy for 
businesses and individuals.

• Advanced AI and automation raise ethical 
concerns regarding accountability, bias, and 
transparency.

• Disparities in digital infrastructure contribute to 
a digital divide and uneven economic growth 
across countries.

4. Status in India
a. India aims to become a global manufacturing 

hub, focusing on 3D printing, machine learning, 
data analytics, and IoT for industrial growth.

b. Initiatives like the Modern Coach Factory (MCF) in 
Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh, introduce smart railway 
coaches equipped with sensors for passenger 
comfort.

c. The Smart Advanced Manufacturing and Rapid 
Transformation Hub (SAMARTH) scheme, 
launched in May 2020, aims to raise awareness of 
4IR technologies among stakeholders.

Ě͘ India announced several 4IR-driven projects, 
including Drone Shakti, to support start-ups 
facilitating drone services.

e. The Fourth Industrial Revolution for Sustainable 
Transformation (FIRST) Cancer Care model 
employs 4IR technologies for improved 
healthcare.

f. The pan-India 3D maps program launched in 
February 2022 by Genesys International aims to 
facilitate 4IR-based projects like driverless cars in 
smart cities.
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2.  FUTURE OF GROWTH REPORT 2024
1. dŚe Future of Growth Report 2024͕ reůeaseĚ 

ďy tŚe tŽrůĚ �ĐŽnŽŵiĐ &Žruŵ ;t�&Ϳ͕ Ɖresents 
a multidimensional framework for evaluating 
economic growth in ϭ0ϳ ĐŽuntries ǁŽrůĚǁiĚe͘
a. It evaluates economic growth ďaseĚ Žn ĨŽur 

ĚiŵensiŽns͗ Innovativeness, Inclusiveness, 
Sustainability͕ anĚ Resilience.

b. dŚe ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ assiŐns a score from 0 to 100 to 
eaĐŚ Ɖiůůar͕  ǁitŚ ϭ00 inĚiĐaƟnŐ ƉerĨeĐƟŽn in aůů 
aspects.

2. dŚe reƉŽrt ĐateŐŽriǌes ĐŽuntries intŽ 7 groups 
a. India is ƉůaĐeĚ aŵŽnŐ ĐŽuntries ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ 

efficiency-driven growth paths, slowly enhancing 
innovativeness͕ inĐůusiǀeness͕ anĚ resiůienĐe 
ǁŚiůe ŵaintaininŐ a reůaƟǀeůy ůŽǁ enǀirŽnŵentaů 
impact.

3. Pillar Description
a. Innovativeness: Deasures an eĐŽnŽŵy s͛ 

aĚaƉtaďiůity tŽ new technological, social, and 
institutional changes for long-term growth 
iŵƉrŽǀeŵent͘ 'ůŽďaů innŽǀaƟŽn aǀeraŐe͗ 4ϱ͘2͘ 
• India scored 40.2.

b. Inclusiveness͗ Deasures ŚŽǁ ǁeůů an eĐŽnŽŵy 
ďeneĮts aůů staŬeŚŽůĚers͘ 'ůŽďaů inĐůusiǀeness 
aǀeraŐe͗ ϱϱ͘ϵ͘ 
• India scored 41.7.
• Over 75% in /nĚia ůaĐŬ ďasiĐ sŽĐiaů ƉrŽteĐƟŽn͘ 

Wealth share of top 10% in /nĚia inĐreaseĚ 
ĨrŽŵ 0͘ϱϱ ;ϭϵϵϱͿ tŽ 0͘ϲϱ ;202ϭͿ͘

c. Sustainability: Deasures iĨ an eĐŽnŽŵy ŬeeƉs its 
eĐŽůŽŐiĐaů ĨŽŽtƉrint ǁitŚin enǀirŽnŵentaů ůiŵits͘ 
'ůŽďaů sustainaďiůity aǀeraŐe͗ 4ϲ͘ϴ͘ 
• India scored 56.0.
• Current traũeĐtŽries inĚiĐate ŵissinŐ Paris 

Agreement targets ;ůiŵit ŐůŽďaů ǁarŵinŐ 
tŽ 2ΣC aďŽǀe Ɖre-inĚustriaů ůeǀeůs͕ anĚ 
ƉreĨeraďůy tŽ ϭ͘ϱΣCͿ͘

Ě͘ Resilience:  Deasures ŚŽǁ ǁeůů an eĐŽnŽŵy 
ǁitŚstanĚs anĚ reĐŽǀers ĨrŽŵ sŚŽĐŬs͘ 'ůŽďaů 
resiůienĐe aǀeraŐe͗ ϱ2͘ϴ͘ 
• India scored 51.2.
• Dany ĐŽuntries neeĚ ďeƩer ƉreƉaraƟŽn ĨŽr 

ĚeŵŽŐraƉŚiĐ ĐŚanŐes͘

India’s Perspective
1. South Asia’s economy Őreǁ ďy an esƟŵateĚ 

ϱ͘ϯй in 202ϯ anĚ is ƉrŽũeĐteĚ tŽ inĐrease ďy ϱ͘2й 
in 2024.

2. India remains the fastest-growing large economy 
in tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘

3. /nĚia s͛ ƉrŽũeĐteĚ ŐrŽǁtŚ rate ĨŽr 2024 is ϲ͘2й͘
4. 'rŽǁtŚ in /nĚia is suƉƉŽrteĚ ďy domestic demand, 

as ǁeůů as eǆƉansiŽn in tŚe ŵanuĨaĐturinŐ anĚ 
serǀiĐes seĐtŽrs͘

3.   INDIA’S 1ST NATIONAL HIGHWAY STEEL 
SLAG ROAD

1. In January 2024, the 1st National Highway (NH) 
steel slag road seĐƟŽn Žn NH-66 Mumbai-Goa was 
inauŐurateĚ͘

2. dŚe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy ďeŚinĚ tŚis rŽaĚ is ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ ďy tŚe 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central 
Road Research Institute (CSIR-CRRI).

3. JSW Steel ĐŽnstruĐteĚ a 1 km long four-lane steel 
sůaŐ rŽaĚ seĐƟŽn͘ ArŽunĚ ϴ0͕000 tŽns ŽĨ CONARC 
Steel slag ǁere ĐŽnǀerteĚ intŽ processed steel slag 
aggregates ;ŵassͿ ĨŽr tŚis ƉrŽũeĐt͘
a. dŚe CONARC steelmaking process is a steel-

ŵaŬinŐ ƉraĐƟĐe tŚat combines electrode 
arc melting anĚ oxygen steelmaking. It uses 
electrical and chemical energy tŽ ŵeůt anĚ 
ĚeĐarďuriǌe in seƉarate sŚeůůs͘

b. The CONARC process uses a raw material 
feed mix that consists of: ϲ0й ŚŽt ŵetaů ĨrŽŵ 
irŽn ŵaŬinŐ units ůiŬe ďůast ĨurnaĐes͕ ϯϴй sŽůiĚ 
ĐŚarŐe͕ 2й steeů sĐraƉ

c. Processed steel slag aggregates surpass natural 
aŐŐreŐates in ǀariŽus ŵeĐŚaniĐaů ƉrŽƉerƟes 
anĚ are useĚ in aůů rŽaĚ ůayers insteaĚ ŽĨ naturaů 
aggregates.

4. C^/Z-CZZ/ Śas iŵƉůeŵenteĚ steeů sůaŐ in rŽaĚ 
ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn ƉrŽũeĐts in Gujarat, Jharkhand͕ anĚ 
Arunachal Pradesh. Notable, in 2022, Surat got the 
country’s 1st steel slag rŽaĚ at Hazira.
a. dŚe Border Roads Organization (BRO) has also 

ďuiůt a steeů sůaŐ rŽaĚ in ArunaĐŚaů WraĚesŚ͘
5. Benefits of Processed Steel Slag in Road Construction:

a. dŚis ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent suƉƉŽrts tŚe ‘Waste to 
Wealth’ initiative.
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• dŚis ŵissiŽn ǁiůů iĚenƟĨy͕  ĚeǀeůŽƉ͕ anĚ ĚeƉůŽy 
technologies to treat waste to generate 
enerŐy͕  reĐyĐůe ŵateriaůs͕ anĚ eǆtraĐt ǁŽrtŚ͘

• /t is Žne ŽĨ tŚe nine naƟŽnaů ŵissiŽns ŽĨ tŚe 
Prime Minister’s Science, Technology, and 
Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).

b. /t siŐniĮes a ĐruĐiaů steƉ tŽǁarĚs sustainable, 
cost-effective͕ anĚ eco-friendly highway 
construction in /nĚia͘

c. /t aĚĚresses enǀirŽnŵentaů ĚeŐraĚaƟŽn ĐauseĚ 
by waste steel slag anĚ unsustainable mining 
and quarrying ;ƉrŽĐess ŽĨ eǆtraĐƟnŐ ŵineraůs 
anĚ naturaů resŽurĐes ĨrŽŵ tŚe eartŚ s͛ surĨaĐeͿ 
of natural aggregates.

d. dŚe bituminous steel slag road Žn E,-ϲϲ reƋuires 
28% less thickness ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů 
ďituŵinŽus rŽaĚs͘

e. dŚese rŽaĚs are aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy 32% more cost-
effective tŚan ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů rŽaĚs anĚ eǆŚiďit 
ďeƩer Ěuraďiůity͘

WORLD’S 2ND LARGEST PRODUCER OF STEEL: 
INDIA

/nĚia Śas eǆƉerienĐeĚ siŐniĮĐant ŐrŽǁtŚ in tŚe steel 
sector, becoming the world’s 2nd largest producer. 
dŚe seĐtŽr is ĐruĐiaů ĨŽr inĚustries ůiŬe ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn͕ 
inĨrastruĐture͕ autŽŵŽďiůes͕ enŐineerinŐ͕ anĚ ĚeĨenĐe͘
Recent Initiatives for Steel Sector Growth
1. Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme: 

^ƉeĐiaůty ̂ teeů Śas ďeen inĐůuĚeĚ in tŚe W>/ ̂ ĐŚeŵe͕ 
ǁitŚ a ĮnanĐiaů Žutůay ŽĨ aďŽǀe �ϲ000 ĐrŽre Žǀer ϱ 
years.
a. dŚis aiŵs tŽ boost Specialty Steel 

manufacturing ĚŽŵesƟĐaůůy͕  aƩraĐƟnŐ 
inǀestŵent anĚ ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy 
uƉŐraĚes͘

2. Green Steel Making: /n ůine ǁitŚ /nĚia s͛ 
ĐŽŵŵitŵents tŽǁarĚs net-zero emissions, as 
outlined in COP-26͕ tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ ^teeů (MoS) has 
taŬen ǀariŽus steƉs tŽǁarĚs ĚeĐarďŽniǌaƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe 
steel sector
a. 13 Task Forces͕ inǀŽůǀinŐ inĚustry͕  aĐaĚeŵia͕ 

anĚ ŽtŚer staŬeŚŽůĚers͕ Śaǀe ďeen ĨŽrŵeĚ 
ďy DŽ^ tŽ ĚisĐuss anĚ reĐŽŵŵenĚ 
ĚeĐarďŽniǌaƟŽn strateŐies͘

b. dŚe Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
(MNRE) ůaunĐŚeĚ a National Green Mission 
ĨŽr Őreen ŚyĚrŽŐen ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͕ inǀŽůǀinŐ tŚe 
steeů seĐtŽr as a staŬeŚŽůĚer͘

c. dŚe steeů inĚustry is iŵƉůeŵenƟnŐ Best 
Available Technologies (BAT) from global 
sŽurĐes in ŵŽĚerniǌaƟŽn anĚ eǆƉansiŽn 
ƉrŽũeĐts͘

3. Engagement with PM Gati Shakti National 
Master Plan:  DŽ^ inteŐrateĚ ĐaƉaďiůiƟes ŽĨ 
Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space 
Applications and Geo-informatics ;�/^A'-EͿ intŽ 
the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan.
a. 'eŽůŽĐaƟŽns ŽĨ Žǀer 2000 steeů units ǁere 

uƉůŽaĚeĚ tŽ Őain insiŐŚts intŽ steeů ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn 
ĨaĐiůiƟes͘

b. dŚis inĨŽrŵaƟŽn ǁiůů assist in ƉůanninŐ raiůǁay 
ůine eǆtensiŽn͕ inůanĚ ǁaterǁays͕ ŚiŐŚǁays͕ 
ƉŽrts͕ anĚ Őas ƉiƉeůine ĐŽnneĐƟǀity͘

4. Steel Scrap Recycling Policy (SSRP): ^^ZW͕  nŽƟĮeĚ 
in 20ϭϵ͕ ĨaĐiůitates estaďůisŚŵent ŽĨ ŵetaů sĐraƉƉinŐ 
Đentres ĨŽr sĐienƟĮĐ ƉrŽĐessinŐ anĚ reĐyĐůinŐ ŽĨ 
ĨerrŽus sĐraƉ͕ inĐůuĚinŐ enĚ-ŽĨ-ůiĨe ǀeŚiĐůes͘

5. National Infrastructure Pipeline Projects: DŽ^ 
aĐƟǀeůy aĚĚresses issues reůateĚ tŽ National 
Infrastructure Pipeline ƉrŽũeĐts ŽĨ steeů ĐŽŵƉanies 
ǁitŚ ĐŽnĐerneĚ Centraůͬ^tate 'Žǀernŵent͕ 
Dinistriesͬ�eƉartŵents͘

6. National Steel Policy: /t Žutůines a rŽaĚŵaƉ ĨŽr 
ůŽnŐ-terŵ ŐrŽǁtŚ ŽĨ tŚe /nĚian steeů inĚustry ďy 
2030-31.

4.  1ST SUBMARINE OPTIC FIBER CABLE 
CONNECTIVITY TO LAKSHADWEEP
1. dŚe Wriŵe Dinister͕  in January 2024͕ inauŐurateĚ 

the Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical 
Fibre Connection (KLI-SOFC) ƉrŽũeĐt aůŽnŐ ǁitŚ ŽtŚer 
ƉrŽũeĐts tŽtaůůinŐ ŵŽre tŚan Zs ϭ͕ϭϱ0 ĐrŽre͘ 
a. dŚe ƉrŽũeĐts ĐŽǀer a wide range of sectors 

inĐůuĚinŐ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͕  enerŐy͕  ǁater resŽurĐes͕ 
ŚeaůtŚĐare͕ anĚ eĚuĐaƟŽn͘

b. WreǀiŽusůy͕  ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn ǁitŚ tŚe /sůanĚs 
reůieĚ sŽůeůy Žn satellite medium͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ŚaĚ 
ůiŵiteĚ ďanĚǁiĚtŚ ĐaƉaĐity anĚ ĐŽuůĚ nŽt ŵeet 
ŐrŽǁinŐ ĚeŵanĚs͘
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c. dŚis ƉrŽũeĐt ǁiůů ensure 100 times faster Internet 

ĨŽr tŚe ƉeŽƉůe ŽĨ >aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ͘

About the KLI-SOFC Project
1. >aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ reƋuireĚ ĚiŐitaů ĐŽnneĐƟǀity Ěue tŽ 

limited satellite communication bandwidth anĚ tŚe 
<>/-^K&C ƉrŽũeĐt aiŵs tŽ enŚanĐe internet sƉeeĚ͕ 
ŽƉeninŐ neǁ ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes͘

2. /t intrŽĚuĐes Submarine Optic Fiber Cable 
connectivity to Lakshadweep for the first time.

3. Project Details:
a. &unĚeĚ ďy tŚe Department of 

Telecommunications (DOT) through the 
Universal Services Obligation Fund (USOF). 

b. CŽŵƉůeteĚ ďy Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited 
(BSNL).

c. �ǆtenĚs suďŵarine Đaďůe ĐŽnneĐƟǀity ĨrŽŵ <ŽĐŚi 
tŽ ϭϭ >aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ /sůanĚs͘

4. Importance of this Project:
a. dŚe ƉrŽũeĐt suƉƉŽrts Digital India anĚ 

National Broadband Mission goals͕ ĨaĐiůitaƟnŐ 
ǀariŽus ŐŽǀernŵent e-ŐŽǀernanĐe ƉrŽũeĐts in 
>aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ͘
• dŚe National Broadband Mission (NBM) was 

ůaunĐŚeĚ ďy tŚe Ministry of Communications 
in 20ϭϵ tŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe uniǀersaů aĐĐess tŽ 
ďrŽaĚďanĚ serǀiĐes͘

b. �ŽŽsts e-governance, tourism, education, 
health, commerce͕ anĚ industries Žn tŚe isůanĚs͘

c. Enhances standards of living anĚ socio-economic 
development.

Ě͘ WrŽǀiĚes high-speed wireline broadband 
connectivity anĚ 5G/4G mobile network 
technologies.

e. �anĚǁiĚtŚ aĐĐessiďůe tŽ aůů Telecom Service 
Providers (TSPs)͕ strenŐtŚeninŐ teůeĐŽŵ serǀiĐes 
in >aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ͘

f. /t enŚanĐes tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů ŽĨ ĚeǀeůŽƉinŐ 
>aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ as a ůŽŐisƟĐs Śuď

5. Developments in Lakshadweep Islands:
a. Low-Temperature Thermal Desalination (LTTD) 

Plant at Kadmat: WrŽĚuĐes ϭ͘ϱ ůaŬŚ ůitres ŽĨ Đůean 
ĚrinŬinŐ ǁater Ěaiůy͘
• Functional Household Tap Connections 

(FHTC) in Agatti and Minicoy Islands.

• Aůů ŚŽuseŚŽůĚs in AŐaƫ anĚ DiniĐŽy Śaǀe 
ĨunĐƟŽnaů taƉ ĐŽnneĐƟŽns͘

• dŚe >dd� is a ƉrŽĐess unĚer ǁŚiĐŚ tŚe 
ǁarŵ surĨaĐe seaǁater is eǀaƉŽrateĚ at ůŽǁ 
Ɖressure anĚ tŚe ǀaƉŽur is ĐŽnĚenseĚ ǁitŚ 
tŚe ŚeůƉ ŽĨ ĐŽůĚ ĚeeƉ seaǁater͘

b. Solar Power Plant at Kavaratti: &irst ďaƩery-
ďaĐŬeĚ sŽůar ƉŽǁer ƉrŽũeĐt in >aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ͘

c. Primary Health Care Facility in Kalpeni: 
&ŽunĚaƟŽn stŽne ůaiĚ ĨŽr Ɖriŵary ŚeaůtŚ Đare 
ĨaĐiůity renŽǀaƟŽn in <aůƉeni͘

Ě͘ Model Anganwadi Centres (Nand Ghars): &iǀe 
ŵŽĚeů AnŐanǁaĚi Đentres are tŽ ďe ĐŽnstruĐteĚ 
in AnĚrŽtŚ͕ CŚetůat͕ <aĚŵat͕ AŐaƫ͕ anĚ DiniĐŽy 
isůanĚs͘

6. About the Lakshadweep Islands:
a. /nĚia s͛ smallest Union Territory comprising 36 

islands Žǀer ϯ2 Ŭŵ2 ǁitŚ ĐaƉitaů anĚ ƉrinĐiƉaů 
tŽǁn͗ Kavaratti.
i. Out of these 36, 10 islands (Kavaratti, 

Agatti, Amini, Kadmat, Kiltan, Chetlat, 
Bitra, Andrott, Kalpeni, and Minicoy) are 
inhabited.

ii. Southernmost island, Minicoy, is situated 
close to the busy 9-degree Channel a critical 
shipping route.

b. /sůanĚs situateĚ 220 tŽ 440 Ŭŵ ĨrŽŵ <ŽĐŚi in tŚe 
Arabian Sea.

c. ͞Lakshadweep͟ ŵeans ͚a ŚunĚreĚ tŚŽusanĚ 
isůanĚs͛ in Daůayaůaŵ anĚ ^ansŬrit͘
i. KriŐinaůůy naŵeĚ >aĐĐaĚiǀe͕ DiniĐŽy͕  anĚ 

AŵinĚiǀe͕ tŚese isůanĚs ǁere renaŵeĚ 
>aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ in ϭϵϳϯ͘

Ě͘ Tropical climate ǁitŚ an aǀeraŐe teŵƉerature ŽĨ 
2ϳΣC ʹ ϯ2ΣC͘ ^ŚiƉ-ďaseĚ tŽurisŵ ĐůŽseĚ ĚurinŐ 
monsoons.

e. �ireĐtůy unĚer tŚe ĐŽntrŽů ŽĨ tŚe Centre tŚrŽuŐŚ 
an aĚŵinistratŽr͘

f. dŚe enƟre inĚiŐenŽus ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn is ĐůassiĮeĚ as 
Scheduled Tribes ďeĐause ŽĨ tŚeir eĐŽnŽŵiĐ anĚ 
sŽĐiaů ďaĐŬǁarĚness͘ dŚere are nŽ ^ĐŚeĚuůeĚ 
Castes in tŚis hniŽn derritŽry͘

g. In 2020, the world’s 1st sea cucumber conservation 
reserve ;�r͘  << DŽŚaŵŵeĚ <Žya ^ea CuĐuŵďer 
CŽnserǀaƟŽn ZeserǀeͿ estaďůisŚeĚ͕ sƉanninŐ 2ϯϵ 
sƋ Ŭŵ in tŚe Cheriyapani Reef. 



ENSU
RE IA

S

45www.ensureias.com Contact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS
5. INDIA’S GNPA RATIO DECREASES: RBI
1. The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) annual Trend and 

Progress of Banking in India report for the financial 
year 2022-23 revealed a decrease in the Gross Non-
Performing Assets (GNPA) ratio to 3.9 per cent in 
2022-23.
a. The Gross Non-Performing Asset (GNPA) ratio is 

calculated by dividing the total gross NPAs by the 
total assets. A high GNPA ratio can indicate that 
a bank has a large number of loans that are not 
being repaid.

About NPA
a. Non-Performing Assets (NPA) is a loan or 

advance that is overdue for interest or principal 
instalments for 90 days. 

b. According to the RBI, an asset becomes non-
performing when it stops generating income for 
the bank. 

Reasons for NPAs
a. Defective Lending Process: Improper selection 

and infrequent review of borrowers’ credit 
profiles in Public Sector Banks (PSBs) can lead to 
NPAs.
• Lack of cooperation with financial institutions 

can result in borrowers defaulting in multiple 
banks.

b. Wilful Defaults: Some borrowers, despite having 
the means to repay their loans, choose not to pay 
which results in loan defaults.

c. Industrial Sickness: Ineffective management, 
resource inadequacy (deficiency), technological 
changes, and government policy shifts contribute 
to industrial sickness, impacting banks financing 
these industries.

d. Regulatory Issues: Flouting (defying) RBI 
guidelines and non-compliance with regulatory 
directives by PSBs can lead to fraud and NPA 
escalation (rise).

e. Frauds by Bankers and Borrowers: Instances 
of fraud in the public sector banking system are 
increasing, though still relatively small compared 
to overall NPAs.

• Reported fraud cases in the banking sector 
surged above 14,000 in the first half of the 2023-
24 financial year, up from 5,400 cases in the same 
period last year (2022-23).

Major steps taken to reduce NPA
1. SARFAESI Act,2002 (Securitisation and Reconstruction 

of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security 
Interest Act, 2002): It allows secured creditors to take 
possession of collateral, against which a loan had 
been provided, upon a default in repayment. 

2. Debt Recovery Tribunals: Established under the 
Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy Act, 1993.

3. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016: For 
reorganisation and insolvency resolution of corporate 
persons, partnership firms and individuals in a time-
bound manner i.e. within 180 days or the extended 
period of 90 days.

4. National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL): 
It aims to reduce NPAs of banks, improving financial 
system stability and efficiency.
• It is incorporated under the Companies Act 2013 

with PSBs holding a majority stake.
5. Indradhanush plan for revamping PSBs, envisaging 

infusion of capital in PSBs.

Other Highlights of the Report
a. Consolidated balance sheet of Scheduled 

Commercial Banks grew by 12% in 2022-23, the 
highest in 9 years.

b. Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs) saw above 2% 
expansion in their combined balance sheets, 
while Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) 
witnessed a 15% growth.

c. Unsecured retail segment’s growth rate 
surpassed total bank credit growth. NBFCs’ 
double-digit credit expansion was fuelled by 
unsecured loans, growing more than twice as fast 
as secured loans.

d. Total reported bank fraud declined to a 6-year 
low in 2022-23, with the average fraud amount at 
its lowest in a decade. 

e. Capital-to-Risk-Weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) of 
SCBs reached 17% by September 2023.
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2. Impact and Solutions:

Impact Solutions

Rising NPAs hinder 
banks from lending for 
productive activities, 
slowing down economic 
growth. This can result in 
reduced job opportunities 
and inflation.

Government support 
through a comprehensive 
4R strategy - Recognition 
of NPAs, Resolution 
of stressed accounts, 
Recapitalizing PSBs, and 
Financial Reforms.

Rising NPAs may prompt 
banks to raise interest 
rates to cover losses, 
increasing borrowing 
costs for individuals and 
companies.

Strengthen credit 
monitoring by developing 
early warning mechanisms 
and comprehensive MIS 
for timely detection of 
problem accounts.

Growing NPAs pose 
reputational, operational, 
and business risks for 
banks, eroding customer 
trust and affecting financial 
stability.

Enhance the credit 
approval process for 
thorough assessments and 
periodic reviews.

Courts face mounting 
backlogs due to inefficient 
debt recovery systems, 
causing delays in resolving 
cases.

Effective implementation 
of the Debt Recovery 
Tribunal (DRT) would 
decrease the pendency of 
cases in courts.

6. RISE IN INDIA’S PROCESSED FOOD 
EXPORTS
• India’s Food Processing Sector has become a sunrise 

inĚustry͕  aƩraĐƟnŐ aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy Zs ϱ0͕000 ĐrŽre in 
FDI investments Žǀer tŚe Ɖast nine years͘
o A sunrise industry is a new or relatively new 

business or sector that is expected to grow 
quickly anĚ ďeĐŽŵe iŵƉŽrtant in tŚe Ĩuture͘ 

What is Food processing?   
1. &ŽŽĚ ƉrŽĐessinŐ is tŚe set ŽĨ ŵetŚŽĚs anĚ teĐŚniƋues 

ǁŚiĐŚ are useĚ tŽ transĨŽrŵ raǁ inŐreĚients intŽ 
ĮnisŚeĚ anĚ seŵi-ĮnisŚeĚ ƉrŽĚuĐts͘ 

2. AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ &ŽŽĚ WrŽĐessinŐ 
/nĚustries ;DŽ&W/Ϳ͕ iĨ any raǁ ƉrŽĚuĐt ŽĨ aŐriĐuůture͕ 
aniŵaů ŚusďanĚry Žr ĮsŚeries is transĨŽrŵeĚ in suĐŚ 
a way that  

a. its ŽriŐinaů ƉŚysiĐaů ƉrŽƉerƟes unĚerŐŽ a ĐŚanŐe͕ 
b. tŚe transĨŽrŵeĚ ƉrŽĚuĐt is eĚiďůe anĚ 
c. Śas ĐŽŵŵerĐiaů ǀaůue͕ tŚen it ĐŽŵes ǁitŚin tŚe 

ĚŽŵain ŽĨ &ŽŽĚ ƉrŽĐessinŐ /nĚustry ;&W/Ϳ͘  
3. WrŽĐesseĚ ĨŽŽĚs ǀary in nutritional content, taste, 

texture, and shelf life.

Significance of the Food Processing Sector
1. Boosts farmer’s income tŚrŽuŐŚ ǀaůue aĚĚiƟŽn anĚ 

ǁaste reĚuĐƟŽn͘
2. Generates employment ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes͘
3. Contributes to earning foreign exchange.
4. Ensures food and nutritional security.

Challenges Solutions
Lack of Cutting-
Edge Infrastructure: 
/nsuĸĐient ĐŽůĚ stŽraŐe͕ 
ƉrŽĐessinŐ ĨaĐiůiƟes͕ anĚ 
transƉŽrtaƟŽn netǁŽrŬ͘

�nĐŽuraŐe ŐŽǀernŵent 
initiatives and incentives for 
inĨrastruĐture ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 
in tŚe ĨŽŽĚ ƉrŽĐessinŐ 
seĐtŽr͕  esƉeĐiaůůy ĨŽr ^D�s͘

Inefficient Supply Chains: 
/nsuĸĐient suƉƉůy ĐŚain 
infrastructure contributes 
to wastage, with annual 
ƉŽst-Śarǀest ůŽsses͘

/ŵƉrŽǀe inĨrastruĐture tŽ 
reĚuĐe ƉŽst-Śarǀest ůŽsses 
ďy inǀesƟnŐ in ďeƩer 
storage, transportation, 
anĚ ĚistriďuƟŽn ĨaĐiůiƟes͘

Lack of Access to Credit: 
draĚiƟŽnaů ďanŬs anĚ 
ĮnanĐiaů insƟtuƟŽns 
ŽŌen Śaǀe striĐt ůenĚinŐ 
Đriteria͕ ŵaŬinŐ it 
challenging to access 
ĨunĚinŐ͘

tŽrŬ tŽǁarĚs ĐreaƟnŐ 
specialized financial 
institutions or schemes 
taiůŽreĚ tŽ tŚe neeĚs ŽĨ 
^D�s in tŚe ĨŽŽĚ ƉrŽĐessinŐ 
inĚustry͘

High food wastage͗ 
AƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy 74 million 
tonnes ŽĨ ĨŽŽĚ is ůŽst in 
/nĚia annuaůůy͘

Implement measures to 
strengthen supply chains 
anĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy aĚŽƉƟŽn tŽ 
reĚuĐe ƉŽst-Śarǀest ůŽsses 
anĚ ĨŽŽĚ ǁastaŐe͘

Initiatives to Promote the Food Processing Sector
1. One District One Product (ODOP) initiative͗ WrŽǀiĚes 

a ĚisƟnĐt iĚenƟty ĨŽr sŵaůů Ĩarŵers anĚ inĚustries͘
2. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY):

aͿ Mega Food Parks Scheme: DŽĚern ĨŽŽĚ 
ƉrŽĐessinŐ inĨrastruĐture ďaseĚ Žn a Đůuster 
approach.
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ďͿ Integrated Cold Chain: WrŽŵŽƟŽn ŽĨ 

uninterruƉteĚ ĐŽůĚ ĐŚain ĨaĐiůiƟes ĨrŽŵ Ĩarŵ Őate 
to consumer.

ĐͿ Scheme for Creation of Infrastructure for Agro 
Processing Clusters: /nǀŽůǀes �asiĐ �naďůinŐ 
/nĨrastruĐture anĚ CŽre /nĨrastruĐtureͬCŽŵŵŽn 
&aĐiůiƟes͘

3. Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food 
Processing Industry (PLISFPI): Aims to support the 
ĐreaƟŽn ŽĨ ŐůŽďaů ĨŽŽĚ ŵanuĨaĐturinŐ ĐŚaŵƉiŽns͘

4. Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food 
processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme: &ŽĐuses Žn 
�asiĐ �naďůinŐ /nĨrastruĐture anĚ CŽre /nĨrastruĐtureͬ
CŽŵŵŽn &aĐiůiƟes͘

5. 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Approval: 
AůůŽǁeĚ unĚer tŚe autŽŵaƟĐ rŽute ĨŽr tŚe ĨŽŽĚ 
processing sector.

7.  RBI PUBLISHED 2023 LIST OF D-SIBS
1. Z�/ ƉuďůisŚes tŚe 2023 list of Domestic Systemically 

Important Banks (D-SIBs).
a. �-^/�s are ďanŬs tŚat are ĐŽnsiĚereĚ “too big to 

fail”. dŚey are iĚenƟĮeĚ as suĐŚ iĨ tŚeir Ĩaiůure 
ĐŽuůĚ Śaǀe a seriŽus iŵƉaĐt Žn tŚe ĮnanĐiaů 
system or the economy. 

b. �-^/�s are siŐniĮĐant ďeĐause ŽĨ tŚeir siǌe͕ 
ĐrŽss-ũurisĚiĐƟŽnaů aĐƟǀiƟes͕ ĐŽŵƉůeǆity͕  anĚ 
interĐŽnneĐƟŽn͘

2. Declaration/Regulation of D-SIBs:
a. �-^/�s are ĚeterŵineĚ ďaseĚ Žn tŚe RBI’s D-SIBs 

Framework since 2014͕ aůiŐneĚ ǁitŚ tŚe Basel 
Committee on Banking Supervision’s (BCBS) 
framework.
• dŚe BCBS is a global standard seƩer ĨŽr ďanŬ 

reŐuůaƟŽn͘ dŚe �aseů &raŵeǁŽrŬ is tŚe Ĩuůů 
set ŽĨ stanĚarĚs set ďy tŚe �C�^͘

• dŚe Basel III framework is a ǀŽůuntary 
reŐuůatŽry ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ tŚat Ěeaůs ǁitŚ ďanŬ 
ĐaƉitaů aĚeƋuaĐy͕  stress tesƟnŐ͕ anĚ ŵarŬet 
ůiƋuiĚity risŬ͘

• dŚe Capital Adequacy Ratio estaďůisŚeĚ 
ŐuiĚeůines ĨŽr ďanŬs ďy assessinŐ eaĐŚ 
insƟtuƟŽn s͛ ĐaƉaĐity tŽ ŵeet its ŽďůiŐaƟŽns 
anĚ resƉŽnĚ tŽ ŽƉeraƟŽnaů anĚ ĐreĚit risŬs͘

• Market liquidity risk is tŚe ůŽss inĐurreĚ 
ǁŚen a ŵarŬet ƉarƟĐiƉant ǁants tŽ eǆeĐute 
a traĚe Žr tŽ ůiƋuiĚate a ƉŽsiƟŽn iŵŵeĚiateůy 
ǁŚiůe nŽt ŚiƫnŐ tŚe ďest ƉriĐe͘

b. �anŬs are ĐateŐŽriǌeĚ intŽ 5 buckets aĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ 
their systemic importance.

c. /nĚia s͛ Đurrent �-^/�s inĐůuĚe State Bank of India 
;ďuĐŬet 4Ϳ͕ HDFC Bank ;ďuĐŬet 2Ϳ͕ anĚ ICICI Bank 
;ďuĐŬet ϭͿ͘

Ě͘ �-^/�s ŵust ŵaintain Additional Common Equity 
Tier 1 ;C�dϭͿ as a ƉerĐentaŐe ŽĨ Risk Weighted 
Assets ;ZtAsͿ͘
• Additional Common Equity Tier 1 (AT1) is 

a type of instrument that is eligible to be 
inĐůuĚeĚ in tŚe CŽŵŵŽn �Ƌuity dier ϭ ;C�dϭͿ 
Ɵer͘

• RWAs are a ďanŬ s͛ assets tŚat are weighted 
by risk͘ dŚey are useĚ tŽ ůinŬ tŚe ŵiniŵuŵ 
aŵŽunt ŽĨ ĐaƉitaů tŚat ďanŬs ŵust Śaǀe ǁitŚ 
tŚe risŬ ƉrŽĮůe ŽĨ tŚeir ůenĚinŐ aĐƟǀiƟes anĚ 
other assets.

e. C�dϭ reƋuireŵents ǀary ďetǁeen ďuĐŬets͕ ǁitŚ 
Bucket 1 banks ŚaǀinŐ tŚe lowest CET1 ;0͘20йͿ 
anĚ Bucket 5 ďanŬs tŚe highest ;ϭйͿ͘

3. Regulation for Global Systemically Important Banks 
(G-SIBs) with Branches in India:
a. Foreign banks ĚesiŐnateĚ as '-^/�s anĚ ŽƉeraƟnŐ 

ďranĐŚes in /nĚia ŵust ŵaintain an aĚĚiƟŽnaů 
C�dϭ ĐaƉitaů surĐŚarŐe͘

b. dŚe Financial Stability Board (FSB) releases the 
ůist ŽĨ '-^/�s annuaůůy͘
• &^� is an internaƟŽnaů ďŽĚy tŚat ŵŽnitŽrs 

anĚ ŵaŬes reĐŽŵŵenĚaƟŽns aďŽut tŚe 
global financial system͘ /t ǁas estaďůisŚeĚ 
in 200ϵ at tŚe '20 WiƩsďurŐŚ ^uŵŵit as a 
suĐĐessŽr tŽ tŚe &inanĐiaů ^taďiůity &Žruŵ͘

8.  MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY  
 A report by NITI Aayog sŚŽǁeĚ tŚat tŚe ƉerĐentaŐe 
ŽĨ ƉeŽƉůe ůiǀinŐ in ŵuůƟĚiŵensiŽnaů ƉŽǀerty in /nĚia 
ĚrŽƉƉeĚ from 29.17% in 2013-14 to 11.28% in 2022-
23͘ dŚis ŵeans aďŽut 24͘ϴ2 ĐrŽre ƉeŽƉůe are nŽ ůŽnŐer 
ĐŽnsiĚereĚ ƉŽŽr in tŚese ĚiŵensiŽns͘
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What is Poverty?
1. WŽǀerty is ŽŌen ŵeasureĚ ďy ŚŽǁ ŵuĐŚ ŵŽney a 

ƉersŽn earns Žr sƉenĚs͘ dŽ ĮnĚ Žut iĨ sŽŵeŽne is ƉŽŽr͕  
we use “poverty lines,” which are the least amount 
ŽĨ ŵŽney sŽŵeŽne neeĚs tŽ nŽt ďe ĐŽnsiĚereĚ ƉŽŽr͘  

2. dŚe NITI Aayog ĐaůĐuůates tŚe WŽǀerty >ine in /nĚia 
ďaseĚ Žn tŚe Ěata ĐŽůůeĐteĚ ďy tŚe EaƟŽnaů ^aŵƉůe 
^urǀey KĸĐe (NSSO). 

3. dŚe ƉŽǀerty ůine in /nĚia in 202ϯ is 1,059.42 /nĚian 
ZuƉees ;ϲ2 WWW h^�Ϳ Ɖer ŵŽntŚ in rural areas anĚ 
1,286 /nĚian ruƉees ;ϳϱ WWW h^�Ϳ Ɖer ŵŽntŚ in urban 
areas.

What is the National Multidimensional Poverty 
Index?
• E/d/ AayŽŐ ŵanaŐes /nĚia s͛ DuůƟĚiŵensiŽnaů WŽǀerty 

/nĚeǆ ;DW/Ϳ anĚ estaďůisŚeĚ tŚe MPI Coordination 
Committee ;DW/CCͿ ĨŽr effeĐƟǀe ŽǀersiŐŚt͘

• dŚe DW/ CŽŽrĚinaƟŽn CŽŵŵiƩee ;DW/CCͿ͕ 
collaborates with key Ministries tŽ taĐŬůe 
ŵuůƟĚiŵensiŽnaů ƉŽǀerty aĐrŽss seĐtŽrs͘

About MPICC
• dŚe DW/CC͕ suƉƉŽrteĚ ďy staŬeŚŽůĚers ůiŬe NFHS 

survey implementers ;Dinistry ŽĨ ,eaůtŚ anĚ &aŵiůy 
teůĨareͿ ƉůayeĚ a ƉiǀŽtaů rŽůe in ĐraŌinŐ anĚ ǀaůiĚaƟnŐ 
/nĚia s͛ naƟŽnaů DW/͘

• Technical partners suĐŚ as KǆĨŽrĚ WŽǀerty anĚ ,uŵan 
�eǀeůŽƉŵent /niƟaƟǀe ;KW,/Ϳ anĚ tŚe hniteĚ EaƟŽns 
�eǀeůŽƉŵent WrŽŐraŵŵe ;hE�WͿ ĐŽntriďuteĚ tŽ tŚe 
DW/CC s͛ effŽrts͕ ensurinŐ tŚe teĐŚniĐaů sŽunĚness 
anĚ reůiaďiůity ŽĨ tŚe naƟŽnaů DW/͘

• dŚe DW/CC s͛ ĐŽŵƉŽsiƟŽn reŇeĐteĚ tŚe 
ŵuůƟĚiŵensiŽnaů nature ŽĨ tŚe inĚeǆ͕ ĚraǁinŐ 
expertise from various sectors tŽ aĚĚress Ěiǀerse 
inĚiĐatŽrs anĚ suď-inĚiĐatŽrs effeĐƟǀeůy͘
What is the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index?

• dŚe DW/ is a siŐniĮĐant ŐůŽďaů tŽŽů ĨŽr assessinŐ seǀere 
ŵuůƟĚiŵensiŽnaů ƉŽǀerty in Žǀer 100 developing 
nations.

• >aunĐŚeĚ in 20ϭ0 ďy KW,/ anĚ tŚe hE�W s͛ ,uŵan 
�eǀeůŽƉŵent ZeƉŽrt KĸĐe͕ tŚe DW/ traĐŬs 
ĚeƉriǀaƟŽns in 10 indicators ĐŽǀerinŐ ŚeaůtŚ͕ 
eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ ůiǀinŐ stanĚarĚs͕ aĚĚressinŐ ďŽtŚ 
ƉŽǀerty inĐiĚenĐe anĚ intensity͘

• dŚis inĚeǆ Žffers a comprehensive measure of 
poverty beyond income͕ ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ ǀaůuaďůe insiŐŚts 
intŽ tŚe ŵuůƟĨaĐeteĚ nature ŽĨ ƉŽǀerty ǁŽrůĚǁiĚe͘
What Does Multidimensional Poverty Include?
dŚe DW/ ĐŚeĐŬs ƉŽǀerty ďy ĐŽnsiĚerinŐ ϯ ďiŐ areas͗

1. Health: ,Žǁ ŚeaůtŚy ƉeŽƉůe are͘
2. Education͗ ,Žǁ ŵuĐŚ sĐŚŽŽůinŐ ĚŽ ƉeŽƉůe Őet͘
3. Standard of Living͗ ,Žǁ ƉeŽƉůe ůiǀe͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚeir 

ŚŽuse͕ ǁŚat tŚey Žǁn͕ anĚ ďasiĐ serǀiĐes ůiŬe ǁater 
anĚ eůeĐtriĐity͘

What’s Special About India’s MPI?
 /nĚia aĚĚeĚ tǁŽ ŵŽre inĚiĐatŽrs tŽ tŚe ŐůŽďaů DW/ 
ŵŽĚeů͗
1. Maternal Health: dŽ eŵƉŚasiǌe tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe ŽĨ 

ǁŽŵen s͛ ŚeaůtŚ ĚurinŐ ƉreŐnanĐy͘
2. Bank Accounts: dŽ sŚŽǁ tŚe siŐniĮĐanĐe ŽĨ ĮnanĐiaů 

inĐůusiŽn in iŵƉrŽǀinŐ ůiǀinŐ stanĚarĚs͘

India’s Progress in Reducing Multidimensional 
Poverty:

Improvements in All Areas
1. All 12 indicators useĚ tŽ ŵeasure ƉŽǀerty Śaǀe 

sŚŽǁn Őreat iŵƉrŽǀeŵent͘
2. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Madhya Pradesh saw the 

biggest reduction in poverty.

 Faster Improvement in Poorer States
1. ^tates tŚat ǁere ƉŽŽrer ďeĨŽre Śaǀe seen a ƋuiĐŬer 

ĚeĐrease in ƉŽǀerty͕  ŚeůƉinŐ reĚuĐe ĚifferenĐes in 
ƉŽǀerty ůeǀeůs aĐrŽss tŚe ĐŽuntry͘

2. /nĚia is Žn traĐŬ tŽ ŵeet tŚe ̂ ustainaďůe �eǀeůŽƉŵent 
'Žaů ;^�'Ϳ ŽĨ ĐuƫnŐ ŵuůƟĚiŵensiŽnaů ƉŽǀerty ďy 
ŚaůĨ ǁeůů ďeĨŽre tŚe 20ϯ0 ĚeaĚůine͘

How Was This Achieved?
1. dŚe ŐŽǀernŵent Śas ůaunĐŚeĚ ŵany iniƟaƟǀes 

tarŐeƟnŐ Ěifferent asƉeĐts ŽĨ ƉŽǀerty͕  ĨrŽŵ ŚeaůtŚ 
anĚ nutriƟŽn tŽ eĚuĐaƟŽn anĚ ůiǀinŐ stanĚarĚs͘

2. /ŵƉŽrtant ƉrŽŐraŵs ůiŬe Poshan Abhiyan anĚ Anemia 
Mukt Bharat Śaǀe iŵƉrŽǀeĚ ŚeaůtŚĐare aĐĐess͘

3. dŚe Targeted Public Distribution System ƉrŽǀiĚes 
ĨŽŽĚ Őrains tŽ over 81.35 crore people͕ ensurinŐ ĨŽŽĚ 
security.

4. �ffŽrts ůiŬe tŚe Ujjwala Yojana ĨŽr Đůean ĐŽŽŬinŐ Ĩueů͕ 
Saubhagya for electricity access, Swachh Bharat 
Mission for cleanliness͕ anĚ Jal Jeevan Mission 
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for water suƉƉůy Śaǀe siŐniĮĐantůy iŵƉrŽǀeĚ ůiǀinŐ 
ĐŽnĚiƟŽns͘

5. &inanĐiaů inĐůusiŽn anĚ ŚŽusinŐ Śaǀe ďeen aĚĚresseĚ 
through the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana anĚ 
PM Awas Yojana.

Impact on National Development
1. dŚe ƉrŽŐress in reĚuĐinŐ ƉŽǀerty is nŽt ũust aďŽut 

nuŵďers͘ /t s͛ aďŽut reaů iŵƉrŽǀeŵents in tŚe ůiǀes ŽĨ 
ŵiůůiŽns ŽĨ /nĚians͘

2. dŚis suĐĐess sŚŽǁs /nĚia s͛ strŽnŐ ĐŽŵŵitŵent tŽ 
ůiŌinŐ its ĐiƟǌens Žut ŽĨ ƉŽǀerty anĚ ŵŽǀinŐ tŽǁarĚs 
becoming a developed nation by 2047.

Conclusion
 dŚe ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ ĨŽĐuseĚ effŽrts Žn ŵuůƟĚiŵensiŽnaů 
ƉŽǀerty Śaǀe ůeĚ tŽ suďstanƟaů aĐŚieǀeŵents͘ �y 
aĚĚressinŐ ŚeaůtŚ͕ eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ ůiǀinŐ stanĚarĚs 
siŵuůtaneŽusůy͕  /nĚia Śas ŵaĚe reŵarŬaďůe striĚes 
tŽǁarĚ reĚuĐinŐ ƉŽǀerty anĚ ensurinŐ a ďeƩer Ĩuture ĨŽr 
its ĐiƟǌens͘

9.   WORLD’S  4TH LARGEST STOCK MARKET 
: INDIA 

1. /n January 2024͕ /nĚia surpasses Hong Kong to claim 
the 4th spot in ŐůŽďaů stŽĐŬ ŵarŬet ranŬinŐs͕ Ěata 
reůeaseĚ ďy Bloomberg.

2. dŚe top 3 ŐůŽďaů stŽĐŬ ŵarŬets are tŚe United States, 
China, and Japan.

3. Stock Market: dŚe stŽĐŬ ŵarŬet ĨaĐiůitates traĚinŐ ŽĨ 
ǀariŽus seĐuriƟes ůiŬe stŽĐŬs͕ ďŽnĚs͕ �ǆĐŚanŐe-draĚeĚ 
&unĚ ;�d&sͿ͕ anĚ ĚeriǀaƟǀes ďy inǀestŽrs͘
a. Two main types of stock markets:

• Primary Market: /t is a ŵarŬet ǁŚere tŚe 
ĐŽŵƉany sŽůĚ tŚeir new shares Žr ďŽnĚs ĨŽr 
the first time tŚrŽuŐŚ iniƟaů ƉuďůiĐ ŽfferinŐ 
;/WKͿ͘

• Secondary Market: draĚinŐ ŽĨ existing 
securities͕ suĐŚ as eƋuiƟes anĚ ďŽnĚs 
aŵŽnŐ tŚe inǀestŽrs͘ Example: �Žŵďay 
^tŽĐŬ �ǆĐŚanŐe͘

4. Significance of Stock Market:
a. For Businesses: WrŽǀiĚes aĐĐess tŽ ĐaƉitaů͕ aiĚs 

in risŬ ĚiǀersiĮĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ ĨaĐiůitates ďusiness 
eǆƉansiŽn͘

b. For Investors: Kffers ďeƩer returns ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ 
traĚiƟŽnaů saǀinŐs instruŵents͕ aůŽnŐ ǁitŚ taǆ 
ďeneĮts anĚ ĐaƉitaů ŐrŽǁtŚ ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes͘

c. For Society: ^uƉƉŽrts sŽĐiaů iŵƉaĐt ďŽnĚs͕ 
enĐŽuraŐes sustainaďůe inǀestŵent tŚrŽuŐŚ 
Őreen ďŽnĚs͕ anĚ ĐŽntriďutes tŽ sŽĐietaů 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘
• Green bonds are Ěeďt seĐuriƟes tŚat 

ŐŽǀernŵents͕ ĐŽŵƉanies͕ anĚ ŵuůƟůateraů 
ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns Đan issue tŽ raise ŵŽney ĨŽr 
ƉrŽũeĐts tŚat Śaǀe ƉŽsiƟǀe effeĐts Žn tŚe 
Đůiŵate anĚ enǀirŽnŵent͘

Ě͘ For Economy: DŽďiůiǌes iĚůe saǀinŐs͕ enĐŽuraŐes 
entreƉreneursŚiƉ ǀia ǀenture ĐaƉitaů ;sCͿ ĨunĚs͕ 
anĚ sƟŵuůates eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ŐrŽǁtŚ͘
• sC ĨunĚs are inǀestŵent ĨunĚs tŚat ŵanaŐe 

ŵŽney ĨrŽŵ inǀestŽrs ǁŚŽ ǁant Ɖriǀate 
eƋuity staŬes in startuƉs anĚ sŵaůů tŽ 
ŵeĚiuŵ-siǌeĚ ĐŽŵƉanies͘ dŚese ĨunĚs are 
ŚiŐŚ-risŬͬŚiŐŚ-return ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes͘

5. Issues with Indian Stock Markets:
a. High volatility anĚ inǀestŽr ďase ŚaŵƉer ůiƋuiĚity͘
b. Dominance of government bonds results in a 

ůŽǁ stanĚarĚ ĐŽrƉŽrate Ěeďt ŵarŬet͘
6. Regulation of Stock Markets in India:

a. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI): 
ZeŐuůates ǀariŽus ŵarŬet interŵeĚiaries suĐŚ 
as stŽĐŬ ďrŽŬers anĚ eǆĐŚanŐes͘ ^��/ ŽƉerates 
unĚer tŚe SEBI Act of 1992.
• dŚe Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) Act of 1992 establishes a statutory 
body tŽ ƉrŽteĐt tŚe interests ŽĨ inǀestŽrs 
anĚ reŐuůate tŚe seĐuriƟes ŵarŬet͘

b. Reserve Bank of India (RBI): Kǀersees tŚe 
Government Securities market among other 
resƉŽnsiďiůiƟes͘

10.  4th STATES’ STARTUP RANKING 
1. On National Startup Day ;ϭϲth January 2024Ϳ tŚe 

results of the 4th eĚiƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe ̂ tates͛ ̂ tartuƉ ZanŬinŐ 
2022 ǁere annŽunĐeĚ ďy tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ CŽŵŵerĐe 
anĚ /nĚustry͘
• EŽtaďůe͕ tŚis eĚiƟŽn ǁas ůaunĐŚeĚ in 2022͘
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2. dŚe ^tates͛ ^tartuƉ ZanŬinŐ is a periodic capacity-

building exercise ĐreateĚ ďy tŚe �eƉartŵent ĨŽr 
WrŽŵŽƟŽn ŽĨ /nĚustry anĚ /nternaů draĚe ;�W//dͿ tŽ 
eǀaůuate aůů ŽĨ /nĚia s͛ ^tates anĚ hds Žn tŚeir effŽrts 
tŽ ďuiůĚ an eĐŽsysteŵ ĐŽnĚuĐiǀe tŽ startuƉ ŐrŽǁtŚ͘

3. This edition saw the maximum participation across 
aůů eĚiƟŽns͕ ŽĨ 33 States and Union Territories (UTs).

a. ^tates anĚ hds are ranŬeĚ ďaseĚ Žn ǀariŽus 
criteria that support startup growth.

b. ^tates anĚ hds are ĚiǀiĚeĚ based on 
population CateŐŽry A ;хϭ ĐrŽreͿ anĚ 
CateŐŽry � ;фϭ ĐrŽreͿ͘

States Startup Ranking Framework 2022 Results
Category A States (Population more than 1 crore)

Performance States/UTs

1. �est ƉerĨŽrŵer 'uũarat͕ <arnataŬa͕ <eraůa͕ daŵiů 
EaĚu

2. dŽƉ WerĨŽrŵer DaŚarasŚtra͕ KĚisŚa͕ Wunũaď͕ 
ZaũastŚan͕ deůanŐana

3. >eaĚer AnĚŚra WraĚesŚ͕ Assaŵ͕ 
DaĚŚya WraĚesŚ͕ hƩar WraĚesŚ͕ 
hƩaraŬŚanĚ

4. AsƉirinŐ ůeaĚer �iŚar͕  ,aryana

5. Emerging 
Ecosystems

CŚŚaƫsŐarŚ͕ �eůŚi͕ Jaŵŵu anĚ 
<asŚŵir

Category B States (Population less than 1 crore)

1. �est ƉerĨŽrŵer ,iŵaĐŚaů WraĚesŚ

2. dŽƉ WerĨŽrŵer ArunaĐŚaů WraĚesŚ͕ DeŐŚaůaya

3. >eaĚer 'Ža͕ DaniƉur͕  driƉura

4. AsƉirinŐ ůeaĚer AnĚaŵan anĚ EiĐŽďar /sůanĚs͕ 
EaŐaůanĚ

5. Emerging 
Ecosystems

CŚanĚiŐarŚ͕ �aĚra anĚ EaŐar 
,aǀeůi͕ �aŵan anĚ �iu͕ >aĚaŬŚ͕ 
DiǌŽraŵ͕ WuĚuĐŚerry͕  ^iŬŬiŵ

Government’s Major Initiatives to Support 
Startups
1. &unĚs ŽĨ &unĚs ;&Ž&Ϳ ^ĐŚeŵe
2. ^tartuƉ /nĚia ^eeĚ &unĚ ^ĐŚeŵe ;^/^&Ϳ
3. ^tartuƉ /nĚia /nǀestŽr CŽnneĐt
4. DuůƟůateraů �nŐaŐeŵents ;^tartuƉ20Ϳ
5. EaƟŽnaů ^tartuƉ AǁarĚs

Importance of Ranking
1. Competitive Spirit: �nĐŽuraŐes ŚeaůtŚy ĐŽŵƉeƟƟŽn 

aŵŽnŐ states͕ ůeaĚinŐ tŽ ďeƩer suƉƉŽrt systeŵs ĨŽr 
startups.

2. Potential for Innovation: /nĚiĐates siŐniĮĐant 
ƉŽtenƟaů ĨŽr ŐrŽǁtŚ anĚ innŽǀaƟŽn in /nĚia s͛ startuƉ 
sector.

3. National Development: CŽntriďutes tŽ tŚe naƟŽnaů 
ŐŽaů ŽĨ ĨŽsterinŐ a seůĨ-reůiant͕ innŽǀaƟǀe͕ anĚ 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaůůy aĚǀanĐeĚ /nĚia͘

Conclusion
 Overall Impact: dŚese ranŬinŐs anĚ iniƟaƟǀes reŇeĐt 
India’s commitment tŽ ĨŽsterinŐ an enǀirŽnŵent ǁŚere 
startuƉs Đan tŚriǀe anĚ ĐŽntriďute tŽ tŚe eĐŽnŽŵy͘
 Future Prospects͗ �nĐŽuraŐes states tŽ ĐŽnƟnue 
iŵƉrŽǀinŐ tŚeir startup ecosystems͕ ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ 
innŽǀaƟŽn͕ anĚ ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ tŽ /nĚia s͛ ŐŽaů ŽĨ ďeĐŽŵinŐ 
self-reliant.

11.   NEW RULES AND REGULATIONS OF 
UPI: RBI

1. /n Jan 2024͕ tŚe Zeserǀe �anŬ ŽĨ /nĚia ;Z�/Ϳ Śas 
annŽunĐeĚ neǁ ruůes anĚ reŐuůaƟŽns tŽ enŚanĐe tŚe 
sĐŽƉe ŽĨ hniĮeĚ Wayŵents /nterĨaĐe ;hW/Ϳ Ɖayŵents͘
a. Enhancing UPI transaction limit: dŚe limit for 

UPI payments to hospitals and educational 
institutions Śas inĐreaseĚ tŽ Rs 5 lakh from Rs 
ϭ ůaŬŚ͘
• �ǆĐeƉt ĨŽr Đertain ĐateŐŽries ůiŬe CaƉitaů 

DarŬets͕ CŽůůeĐƟŽns͕ anĚ /nsuranĐe͕ tŚe 
general UPI transaction limit remains Rs 1 
lakh͕ ǁŚiůe it s͛ Rs 2 lakhs for these specified 
categories.

b. dŚe National Payment Corporation of India 
;EWC/Ϳ ŵanĚates deactivation of inactive UPI IDs 
aŌer Žne year͕  

• AsŬinŐ users Žn ƉůaƞŽrŵs ůiŬe 'ŽŽŐůe 
Way anĚ WŚŽneWe tŽ ǀeriĨy anĚ ŵaintain 
tŚeir /�s aĐƟǀe͘

c. Z�/ Ɖůans naƟŽnǁiĚe rŽůůŽut ŽĨ UPI ATMs, 
ĨaĐiůitaƟnŐ ĐasŚ ǁitŚĚraǁaů tŚrŽuŐŚ YZ ĐŽĚe 
sĐanninŐ͕ ǁitŚ ,itaĐŚi Wayŵent ^erǀiĐes 
intrŽĚuĐinŐ tŚe ĐŽuntry s͛ Įrst hW/-AdD in 
partnership with NPCI.
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Ě͘ Z�/ ƉrŽƉŽses a 4-ŚŽur ǁinĚŽǁ ĨŽr first-time 

payments Žǀer ₹2,000 to new recipients, 
aůůŽǁinŐ users tŽ reǀerse Žr ŵŽĚiĨy transaĐƟŽns 
ĨŽr aĚĚeĚ ĐŽntrŽů anĚ seĐurity͘ 

About NPCI
NPCI operates retail payments and settlement systems 
in /nĚia͘
/t s͛ an initiative of RBI and Indian Banks’ Association 
(IBA) unĚer tŚe ƉrŽǀisiŽns ŽĨ tŚe Wayŵent anĚ 
^eƩůeŵent ^ysteŵs AĐt͕ 200ϳ͘
/nĐŽrƉŽrateĚ as a “Not for Profit” Company unĚer 
Section 8 of the Companies Act 2013.
EWC/ Śas intrŽĚuĐeĚ ǀariŽus Ɖayŵent ƉrŽĚuĐts 
inĐůuĚinŐ RuPay card, IMPS, UPI, BHIM, BHIM Aadhaar, 
Bharat BillPay, etc.
RuPay cards are ĚŽŵesƟĐ ĐarĚs͕ ǁŚiůe sisa Žr 
DasterCarĚ are internaƟŽnaů systeŵ ĐarĚs͕ anĚ Śaǀe 
ůŽǁer ƉrŽĐessinŐ Ĩees anĚ Ɵŵes ďeĐause tŚey use 
ĚŽŵesƟĐ ƉrŽĐessinŐ ĨŽr ůŽĐaů transaĐƟŽns͘
BHIM stanĚs ĨŽr Bharat Interface for Money͘ /t s͛ a 
ŵŽďiůe Ɖayŵent aƉƉ ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ ďy tŚe EWC/ in 20ϭϲ͘

About UPI
 UPI consolidates multiple bank accounts into a single 
mobile application͕ ŽfferinŐ ǀariŽus ďanŬinŐ serǀiĐes ůiŬe 
ĨunĚ transĨers͘
1. Developed by NPCI in 20ϭϲ Žǀer tŚe Immediate 

Payment Service (IMPS) infrastructure. 
a. Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) is a serǀiĐe 

that allows users to transfer money instantly 
between banks in /nĚia͘ /t is available 24/7, 
inĐůuĚinŐ Žn ďanŬ ŚŽůiĚays͘

b. /DW^ is ĨaĐiůitateĚ ďy tŚe National Payment 
Corporation of India (NPCI)͘ /t Đan ďe useĚ 
tŚrŽuŐŚ ŵŽďiůe ƉŚŽnes͕ internet ďanŬinŐ͕ Žr 
AdDs͘

2. /t stanĚs as tŚe most successful real-time payment 
system globally͕ ensurinŐ siŵƉůiĐity͕  saĨety͕  anĚ 
seĐurity in ƉersŽn-tŽ-ƉersŽn ;W2WͿ anĚ ƉersŽn-tŽ-
ŵerĐŚant ;W2DͿ transaĐƟŽns in /nĚia͘

New Features of UPI
1. Credit Line on UPI: EŽǁ͕ ďanŬs Đan Žffer pre-

approved credit lines through UPI, allowing 
transaĐƟŽns ďeyŽnĚ ĚeƉŽsiteĚ aŵŽunts͘ �arůier͕  only 

the deposited amount ĐŽuůĚ ďe transacted through 
the UPI System.

2. UPI Lite X: Enables offline money transfers using 
Near Field Communication (NFC) Žn ĐŽŵƉaƟďůe 
ĚeǀiĐes ĨŽr ďŽtŚ senĚinŐ anĚ reĐeiǀinŐ ĨunĚs͘
a. NFC is a set of wireless technologies that allow 

two electronic devices to communicate within 4 
ĐenƟŵeters ŽĨ eaĐŚ ŽtŚer͘  /t is a suďset ŽĨ radio-
frequency identification (RFID)͕ ǁŚiĐŚ uses raĚiŽ 
ǁaǀes tŽ iĚenƟĨy tŚinŐs͘

UPI Tap & Pay: Allows contactless payments at merchants 
using NFC-enabled QR codes͕ reƋuirinŐ ũust a single tap 
without PIN entry.
3. Conversational Payments:

a. Hello! UPI: �naďůes ĨunĚ transĨers tŚrŽuŐŚ voice 
commands͕ ĨŽůůŽǁeĚ ďy enterinŐ a hW/ W/E ĨŽr 
transaĐƟŽn ĐŽŵƉůeƟŽn͘

b. BillPay Connect: Customers can pay bills by 
senĚinŐ a siŵƉůe ŵessaŐe Žr ŐiǀinŐ a ŵisseĚ Đaůů͘

 z >aunĐŚ ŽĨ hW/ in &ranĐe
 z hW/ ǁas ŽĸĐiaůůy intrŽĚuĐeĚ ĚurinŐ /nĚia s͛ Republic 

Day celebration in Paris, France.
 z DarŬs a ĐruĐiaů aĚǀanĐeŵent in globalizing UPI 

anĚ ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ ĚiŐitaů transaĐƟŽns͘
 z EWC/ s͛ suďsiĚiary͕  NPCI International Payments 

(NIPL)͕ Śas ƉartnereĚ ǁitŚ &ranĐe s͛ Lyra Collect to 
intrŽĚuĐe UPI in &ranĐe anĚ �urŽƉe͘

Initiatives to Promote UPI
1. UPI for Secondary Market: /ntrŽĚuĐeĚ ďy EWC/ tŽ 

ĨaĐiůitate eƋuity traĚinŐ͘
2. UPI Chalega Campaign: EWC/ s͛ iniƟaƟǀe tŽ ƉrŽŵŽte 

hW/ as a saĨe͕ instant Ɖayŵent ŵetŚŽĚ anĚ eĚuĐate 
users aďŽut Ĩeatures ůiŬe hW/ >/d� ĨŽr sǁiŌ ůŽǁ-ǀaůue 
transaĐƟŽns͘

3. MoU between Google India Digital Services and 
NPCI International Payments: �ǆƉanĚinŐ hW/ use ĨŽr 
traǀeůůers aďrŽaĚ anĚ easinŐ reŵiƩanĐe ƉrŽĐesses͘

4. India’s UPI in Overseas Markets: ^eǀeraů ĐŽuntries 
such as Oman, UAE, France, Nepal͕ anĚ Bhutan Śaǀe 
aĚŽƉteĚ tŚe hW/ systeŵ ĨŽr Ɖayŵents͘

5. UPI 123PAY: An instant payment system for feature 
ƉŚŽne users͕ enaďůinŐ tŚeŵ tŽ use hW/ serǀiĐes 
securely.
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Benefits of UPI

Merchants Banks Customers Fintechs/PSPs
1. Low cost ĨŽr aĐĐeƉƟnŐ 

payments.
2. Accept payments 

ǁitŚŽut neeĚinŐ ĐreĚitͬ
Ěeďit ĐarĚs͕ reĚuĐinŐ 
ĐasŚ ŚanĚůinŐ͘

3. Suitable for both 
physical and online 
merchants.

4. WrŽǀiĚes aĐĐess tŽ ĐreĚit͘

1. Requires low 
investments in branches 
anĚ WŽint ŽĨ ^aůe ;WŽ^Ϳ͘

2. /neǆƉensiǀe ŵerĐŚant 
ŽnďŽarĚinŐ͘

3. dransaĐƟŽn Ěata aiĚs 
in unĚerstanĚinŐ 
ĐustŽŵers ĨŽr ďeƩer 
ĐrŽss-seůůinŐͬuƉseůůinŐ͘

1. Aǀaiůaďůe round-the-clock.
2. Single app for accessing 

Ěifferent ďanŬ aĐĐŽunts͘
3. Kffers ŵuůƟƉůe Ɖayŵent 

ŽƉƟŽns͘
4. Allows raising complaints 

ĚireĐtůy ĨrŽŵ ŵŽďiůe aƉƉs͘
5. WrŽǀiĚes convenience anĚ 

ease of use.

1. Open architecture 
ƉrŽŵŽtes innŽǀaƟŽn͘

2. CŽůůaďŽraƟŽns ǁitŚ 
ĮnanĐiaů insƟtuƟŽns 
for customer-centric 
sŽůuƟŽns͘

3. Opportunity to 
ŵarŬet innŽǀaƟǀe 
ĐreĚit ƉrŽĚuĐts͘

Challenges and solutions

Challenges Solutions
�ǆƉanĚinŐ UPI globally reƋuires ĐŽŵƉůianĐe ǁitŚ ǀariŽus 
ĐŽuntries͛ Ěata ƉrŽteĐƟŽn anĚ ĮnanĐiaů ůaǁs͕ ƉŽsinŐ 
regulatory challenges.

Collaborative efforts ǁitŚ ŽtŚer naƟŽns anĚ tŚeir ĮnanĐiaů 
insƟtuƟŽns are neeĚeĚ tŽ estaďůisŚ a uniĨŽrŵ reŐuůatŽry 
ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ͘

Cybercriminals Đan eǆƉůŽit systeŵ ǀuůneraďiůiƟes Žr use 
sŽĐiaů enŐineerinŐ tŽ aĐĐess sensiƟǀe inĨŽrŵaƟŽn͕ ůeaĚinŐ 
tŽ ĮnanĐiaů ůŽsses͘

CŽůůaďŽraƟŽn aŵŽnŐ hW/ serǀiĐe ƉrŽǀiĚers͕ ďanŬs͕ anĚ 
users is ĐruĐiaů tŽ iĚenƟĨy anĚ aĚĚress ĨrauĚ inĐiĚents͘

>iŵiteĚ Ĩaŵiůiarity ;digital divideͿ ǁitŚ ĚiŐitaů Ɖayŵents 
aŵŽnŐ inĚiǀiĚuaůs ŚinĚers ;ŚaŵƉerͿ hW/ aĚŽƉƟŽn anĚ 
inĐreases tŚe risŬ ŽĨ ĮnanĐiaů ĨrauĚ͘

draininŐ ƉrŽŐraŵs anĚ user-friendly guides sŚŽuůĚ ďe 
ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ tŽ eĚuĐate ƉeŽƉůe aďŽut tŚe UPI ecosystem 
anĚ aĚĚress ĐŽnĐerns͘

dŚe ĚŽŵinanĐe ŽĨ ĨŽreiŐn enƟƟes ůiŬe PhonePe anĚ 
Google Pay in tŚe /nĚian ĮnteĐŚ seĐtŽr͘  As ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ 
tŚeŵ �,/D hW/ ŚŽůĚs Žnůy 0͘22й ŽĨ tŚe ŵarŬet sŚare͘ 

�,/D hW/ ŵust enŚanĐe its inĨrastruĐture tŽ ŚanĚůe ŚiŐŚer 
transaĐƟŽn ǀŽůuŵes anĚ aĐĐŽŵŵŽĚate ŐůŽďaů users͘

12.   NATIONAL MONETISATION PIPELINE 
(NMP)

 EDW͕  is a strateŐiĐ ŐŽǀernŵent iniƟaƟǀe tŽ ůease Žut 
ǀariŽus ƉuďůiĐ inĨrastruĐture assets tŽ Ɖriǀate enƟƟes͘ dŚe 
ŐŽaů is tŽ raise ĨunĚs ĨŽr neǁ inĨrastruĐture ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘ 

 Objectives of NMP
1. Resource Generation: dŽ raise aďŽut Zs 6-lakh crore 

by 2025 through leasing core assets. 
a. Core Assets inĐůuĚe rŽaĚs͕ raiůǁays͕ ƉŽǁer͕  

Žiů Θ Őas anĚ teůeĐŽŵ͘
2. Efficiency Enhancement: �rinŐinŐ in Ɖriǀate seĐtŽr 

eǆƉerƟse tŽ ŵanaŐe anĚ ŽƉerate ƉuďůiĐ assets ŵŽre 
eĸĐientůy͘

3. Funding Infrastructure: dŚe ĨunĚs raiseĚ ǁiůů suƉƉŽrt 
tŚe EaƟŽnaů /nĨrastruĐture WiƉeůine ;E/WͿ͕ ǁŚiĐŚ aiŵs 

tŽ inǀest Zs 111 trillion in inĨrastruĐture Žǀer six 
years.

 Components of NMP
1. Core Asset Focus: /nǀŽůǀes ůeasinŐ assets in Ŭey 

seĐtŽrs ůiŬe rŽaĚs͕ raiůǁays͕ ƉŽǁer͕  etĐ͘
2. Exclusion of Non-core Assets: dŚe ŵŽneƟǌaƟŽn ĚŽes 

nŽt inĐůuĚe tŚe saůe ŽĨ nŽn-ĐŽre assets ůiŬe ůanĚ Žr 
real estate.

3. Integration with State Assets: Wůans tŽ inĐůuĚe assets 
ĨrŽŵ ďŽtŚ Đentraů anĚ state ŐŽǀernŵents͘

 Why NMP is Needed
1. Cost Overruns: Dany ŐŽǀernŵent ƉrŽũeĐts eǆĐeeĚ 

tŚeir ďuĚŐet͕ ŵaŬinŐ tŚeŵ ĮnanĐiaůůy unǀiaďůe͘
2. Over capitalisation: DisŵanaŐeŵent in tŚe aůůŽĐaƟŽn 

ŽĨ resŽurĐes ůeaĚs tŽ ǁasteĨuů eǆƉenĚiture͘
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3. Coordination Issues: >aĐŬ ŽĨ ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn ďetǁeen 

Ěifferent ŐŽǀernŵent ĚeƉartŵents sůŽǁs ĚŽǁn 
ƉrŽũeĐt eǆeĐuƟŽn͘

4. Labour and Governance Challenges: Reluctance in 
iŵƉůeŵenƟnŐ neĐessary ůaďŽur reĨŽrŵs anĚ ǁeaŬ 
ĚeĐisiŽn-ŵaŬinŐ ŚaŵƉers tŚe suĐĐess ŽĨ ƉuďůiĐ 
inĨrastruĐture ƉrŽũeĐts͘

 Achievements and Expectations
1. Mining Sector Success: ̂ iŐniĮĐant reǀenue ŐeneraƟŽn 

ĨrŽŵ ĐŽaů ďůŽĐŬs anĚ ŽtŚer ŵines͕ eǆĐeeĚinŐ iniƟaů 
targets.

2. NHAI Contributions: ,iŐŚ earninŐs tŚrŽuŐŚ ŵŽĚeůs 
ůiŬe dŽůů KƉerate dransĨer ;dŽdͿ͕ seĐuriƟǌaƟŽn͕ anĚ 
/nǀ/d͘

3. Expectations in Other Sectors: WŽǁer ŐeneraƟŽn͕ 
transŵissiŽn͕ anĚ raiůǁays are eǆƉeĐteĚ tŽ ĐŽntriďute 
siŐniĮĐantůy in tŚe uƉĐŽŵinŐ ĮsĐaů year͘

Challenges and Concerns Solutions

1. People are concerned 
aďŽut ƉayinŐ eǆtra 
for using assets they 
ĨunĚeĚ tŚrŽuŐŚ taǆes͘

1. Clear communication 
about asset 
ŵŽneƟǌaƟŽn 
ƉrŽĐesses tŽ ďuiůĚ 
public trust.

2. dŚere s͛ a risŬ ŽĨ 
tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent 
falling into a cycle 
ŽĨ ďuiůĚinŐ anĚ tŚen 
ŵŽneƟǌinŐ assets͘

2. CreaƟnŐ a reŐuůatŽry 
enǀirŽnŵent tŚat 
encourages private 
investment anĚ 
ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn͘

3. /ssues ůiŬe 
underutilization in 
Őas ƉiƉeůines anĚ 
inǀestŽr Ěisinterest in 
certain assets.

3. ZeǀaŵƉ ŽĨ ƉŚysiĐaů 
space, equipment, 
human capital, etc. 

 Impact on Economy and Development
1. Economic Boost: EDW is eǆƉeĐteĚ tŽ sƟŵuůate tŚe 

eĐŽnŽŵy ďy unůŽĐŬinŐ ĐaƉitaů ĨrŽŵ unĚeruƟůiǌeĚ 
assets.

2. Employment Opportunities: New infrastructure 
ƉrŽũeĐts Đan Đreate nuŵerŽus ũŽď ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes͘

3. Improved Infrastructure: Zeinǀestŵent ŽĨ ĨunĚs intŽ 
inĨrastruĐture ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent Đan siŐniĮĐantůy iŵƉrŽǀe 
ƉuďůiĐ serǀiĐes͘

Conclusion
 dŚe EDW is a transĨŽrŵaƟǀe aƉƉrŽaĐŚ tŽ ŵanaŐinŐ 
/nĚia s͛ ƉuďůiĐ assets͘ tŚiůe it Žffers suďstanƟaů eĐŽnŽŵiĐ 
ďeneĮts͕ aĚĚressinŐ its ĐŚaůůenŐes effeĐƟǀeůy ǁiůů ďe 
ĐruĐiaů ĨŽr its suĐĐess anĚ ƉuďůiĐ aĐĐeƉtanĐe͘ /t ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts 
tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ aƉƉrŽaĐŚ tŽ ĨunĚinŐ inĨrastruĐture 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ inĚiĐates seĐtŽrs ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ 
siŐniĮĐantůy tŽ tŚe /nĚian eĐŽnŽŵy͘ 

13  GLOBAL RISKS REPORT 2024
1. In January 2024 the World Economic Forum (WEF) 

reůeaseĚ tŚe 19th edition of the Global Risk Report 
2024. 

2. It highlights severe risks expected over the next 
decade aŵiĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů ĐŚanŐe͕ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ 
unĐertainty͕  a ǁarŵinŐ Ɖůanet͕ anĚ ĐŽnŇiĐt͘

What is Global Risk?
1. 'ůŽďaů risŬ is ĚeĮneĚ as tŚe possibility that something 

bad may happen ǁŚiĐŚ ǁiůů affeĐt aůů ĐŽuntries͘ 
1. &Žr eǆaŵƉůe͕ Ĩaiůure tŽ ŵiƟŐate Đůiŵate ĐŚanŐe͕ 

ŐeŽeĐŽnŽŵiĐ ĐŽnĨrŽntaƟŽn͕ ůarŐe-sĐaůe 
ŵiŐraƟŽn͕ inĐreasinŐ ĐyďerĐriŵe͕ etĐ͘ 

2. dŚe Global Risks Report is an annual stuĚy ƉuďůisŚeĚ 
ďy tŚe tŽrůĚ �ĐŽnŽŵiĐ &Žruŵ aŚeaĚ ŽĨ tŚe Forum’s 
Annual Meeting in Davos͕ ^ǁitǌerůanĚ͘

Current risk landscape 
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Key Highlights
1. Global Outlook Decline: 'ůŽďaů eǀents in 202ϯ͕ 

inĐůuĚinŐ conflicts, extreme weather͕ anĚ societal 
discontent͕ ĐŽntriďute tŽ a ůarŐeůy neŐaƟǀe ŽutůŽŽŬ͘
;aͿ Societal discontent is the feeling that people 

Śaǀe tŚat tŚe ĚeteriŽraƟŽn ŽĨ sŽĐiety is Žut ŽĨ 
ĐŽntrŽů anĚ tŚereĨŽre ĐannŽt ďe stŽƉƉeĚ͘

2. AI Powered Misinformation and Disinformation: 
Most severe risks Žǀer tŚe neǆt tǁŽ years͘
;aͿ ZaƉiĚ aĚǀanĐes in teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͕  esƉeĐiaůůy 

Generative AI chatbots ůiŬe ChatGPT, raise 
ĐŽnĐerns aďŽut ĐreaƟnŐ ĨaŬe ĐŽntent ĨŽr 
ŵaniƉuůaƟŽn͘

;ďͿ dŚis risŬ ĐŽinĐiĚes ǁitŚ elections in several 
countries͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe hniteĚ ^tates͕ �ritain͕ 
/nĚŽnesia͕ /nĚia͕ DeǆiĐŽ͕ anĚ WaŬistan in 2024͘

3. Structural Forces Shaping Global Risks:
;aͿ Four structural forces sŚaƉinŐ ŐůŽďaů risŬs in tŚe 

neǆt ĚeĐaĚe are͗ Climate change, Demographic 
Bifurcation ;a struĐturaů ĨŽrĐe reĨers tŽ ĐŚanŐes 
in ĚeŵŽŐraƉŚiĐsͿ, Technological Acceleration, 
anĚ Geostrategic ;strateŐy tŚat ůinŬs ŐeŽŐraƉŚy 
ǁitŚ ǁar strateŐiesͿ shifts.

;ďͿ dŚese ĨŽrĐes reƉresent long-term shifts 
ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ tŽ uncertainty and volatility.

4. Environmental risks͕ esƉeĐiaůůy eǆtreŵe ǁeatŚer͕  
ĚŽŵinate tŚe risŬ ůanĚsĐaƉe aĐrŽss aůů Ɵŵe Ĩraŵes͘
;aͿ Concerns inĐůuĚe climate change, biodiversity 

loss, and critical changes to Earth systems with 
ƉŽtenƟaů irreǀersiďůe ĐŽnseƋuenĐes͘

5. Economic Strains (stress) and Inequality: The cost-
of-living crisis anĚ economic risks ůiŬe inŇaƟŽn anĚ 
eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ĚŽǁnturn are siŐniĮĐant ĐŽnĐerns ĨŽr 
2024. 
;aͿ Economic uncertainty ŵay ĚisƉrŽƉŽrƟŽnateůy 

affeĐt low and middle-income countries͕ ůeaĚinŐ 
to potential digital isolation ;situaƟŽn ǁŚere 
ƉeŽƉůe are unaďůe tŽ aĐĐess ĚiŐitaů ŵeĚia anĚ 
ĚeǀiĐesͿ anĚ ǁŽrseninŐ ;ĚeteriŽraƟnŐͿ sŽĐietaů 
anĚ enǀirŽnŵentaů iŵƉaĐts͘

6. Security Risks and Technological Advances: 
Interstate armed conflict is a neǁ tŽƉ risŬ in tŚe neǆt 
two years.

;aͿ deĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů aĚǀanĐes͕ esƉeĐiaůůy in arƟĮĐiaů 
inteůůiŐenĐe͕ ƉŽse seĐurity risŬs͘ /t enaďůes nŽn-
state aĐtŽrs tŽ aĐĐess ĚisruƉƟǀe tŽŽůs͕ ƉŽtenƟaůůy 
inĐreasinŐ ĐŽnŇiĐt anĚ Đriŵe͘

7. Geopolitical Shifts and Governance Challenges: A 
ĚeeƉer ĚiǀiĚe ďetǁeen ŐůŽďaů ƉŽǁers͕ esƉeĐiaůůy 
ďetǁeen tŚe 'ůŽďaů EŽrtŚ anĚ ^ŽutŚ͕ ŵay ůeaĚ tŽ 
ĐŚaůůenŐes in internaƟŽnaů ŐŽǀernanĐe͘
;aͿ dŚe ŐrŽǁinŐ inŇuenĐe ŽĨ states in tŚe 'ůŽďaů 

^ŽutŚ͕ ĐŽŵďineĚ ǁitŚ ŐeŽƉŽůiƟĐaů tensiŽns ĐŽuůĚ 
resŚaƉe seĐurity ĚynaŵiĐs anĚ iŵƉaĐt ŐůŽďaů 
risŬs͘

Recommendations suggested
1. Use local strategies ǁitŚ inǀestŵent anĚ ruůes tŽ 

reĚuĐe risŬs͘ �ŽtŚ public and private sectors are 
important for this. 

2. Prioritizing the future anĚ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn research 
and development tŚrŽuŐŚ sinŐůe ďreaŬtŚrŽuŐŚ ĨŽr 
ŵaŬinŐ tŚe ǁŽrůĚ a saĨer ƉůaĐe͘

3. dŚe ĐŽůůeĐƟǀe aĐƟŽns ŽĨ inĚiǀiĚuaů ĐiƟǌens͕ 
ĐŽŵƉanies͕ anĚ ĐŽuntries Đan ĐŽůůeĐƟǀeůy impact 
global risk reduction.

4. �ǀen in a ĚiǀiĚeĚ ǁŽrůĚ͕ cross-border collaboration is 
ĐruĐiaů ĨŽr ŵaũŽr risŬs͘

14.   CORRUPTION INDEX: INDIA RANKS 93 
AMONG 180 NATIONS

/n January 2024͕ dransƉarenĐy /nternaƟŽnaů reůeaseĚ 
CŽrruƉƟŽn WerĐeƉƟŽn /nĚeǆ (CPI), 2023. 

a. dŚe CW/ ranŬs 180 countries and territories 
arŽunĚ tŚe ŐůŽďe ďy tŚeir ƉerĐeiǀeĚ ůeǀeůs ŽĨ 
ƉuďůiĐ seĐtŽr ĐŽrruƉƟŽn͕ sĐŽrinŐ Žn a sĐaůe ŽĨ 0 
(highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean).

b. dransƉarenĐy /nternaƟŽnaů͕ ĨŽunĚeĚ in 
ϭϵϵϯ anĚ ďaseĚ in �erůin͕ 'erŵany͕  is an 
inĚeƉenĚent͕ nŽn-ŐŽǀernŵentaů͕ anĚ nŽn-
ƉrŽĮt ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽn͘

Defining Corruption as per Transparency International’s 
Perspective:
1. dransƉarenĐy /nternaƟŽnaů ĚeĮnes ĐŽrruƉƟŽn as tŚe 

ŵisuse ŽĨ Őiǀen ƉŽǁer ĨŽr ƉersŽnaů Őain͘
2. CŽrruƉƟŽn ĚaŵaŐes ĚeŵŽĐraĐy͕  trust͕ anĚ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ 

ŐrŽǁtŚ ǁŚiůe ǁŽrseninŐ sŽĐietaů ƉrŽďůeŵs ůiŬe 
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ineƋuaůity͕  ƉŽǀerty͕  sŽĐiaů ĚiǀisiŽn͕ anĚ enǀirŽnŵentaů 
crises.

Key Findings from Corruption Perception Index 
2023:

At Global Level:
1. Kǀer tǁŽ-tŚirĚs ŽĨ ĐŽuntries sĐŽre ďeůŽǁ ϱ0 Žut ŽĨ 

ϭ00͕ ǁŚiĐŚ strŽnŐůy inĚiĐates tŚat tŚey Śaǀe seriŽus 
ĐŽrruƉƟŽn ƉrŽďůeŵs͘ථ

2. dŚe ŐůŽďaů aǀeraŐe reŵains staŐnant at 4ϯ͕ ǁitŚ 
nuŵerŽus ĐŽuntries sŚŽǁinŐ nŽ iŵƉrŽǀeŵent Žr 
eǆƉerienĐinŐ a ĚeĐůine Žǀer tŚe Ɖast ĚeĐaĚe͘

3. AůarŵinŐůy͕  2ϯ ĐŽuntries ǁitnesseĚ tŚeir ůŽǁest 
sĐŽres eǀer tŚis year͕  inĚiĐaƟnŐ a ǁŽrseninŐ trenĚ͘

Top 3 Countries Bottom 3 Countries
Rank Country Rank Country
1 �enŵarŬ 180 Somalia
2 &inůanĚ 177 seneǌueůa͕ ^yria͕ 

^ŽutŚ ^uĚan
3 Eeǁ �eaůanĚ 176 Yamen

India’s Performance in Corruption Perceptions 
Index 2023:
1. AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ CW/͕ 2024 /nĚia ranŬeĚ 93 (Score 39).

• /nĚia sŚares tŚe ϵϯrĚ sƉŽt ǁitŚ DaůĚiǀes͕ 
<aǌaŬŚstan͕ anĚ >esŽtŚŽ͘

2. /n tŚe Asian reŐiŽn͕ ^inŐaƉŽre ranŬeĚ at tŚe tŽƉ͕ 
sĐŽrinŐ ϴϯ anĚ ŽĐĐuƉyinŐ tŚe ĮŌŚ sůŽt͘

3. CŽŵƉareĚ tŽ Žur neiŐŚďŽrinŐ ĐŽuntries͕ CŚina 
seĐureĚ a sĐŽre ŽĨ 42͕ ranŬinŐ ϳϲtŚ͕ ǁŚiůe WaŬistan 
aĐŚieǀeĚ a sĐŽre ŽĨ 2ϵ͕ ƉůaĐinŐ ϭϯϯrĚ͘

Conclusion
 /nĚia s͛ ranŬ in CW/ ĚeŵanĚs iŵŵeĚiate aƩenƟŽn͕ 
ŚiŐŚůiŐŚƟnŐ tŚe urŐent neeĚ ĨŽr ĐŽŵďineĚ effŽrts tŽ 
ĐŽŵďat ĐŽrruƉƟŽn͕ iŵƉrŽǀe transƉarenĐy͕  anĚ strenŐtŚen 
inteŐrity aĐrŽss aůů seĐtŽrs͘ dŚese aĐƟŽns are ĐruĐiaů ĨŽr 
sustainaďůe sŽĐiaů anĚ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent in tŚe 
country.

15.   WORLD BANK’S GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
PROSPECTS REPORT

 ZeĐentůy͕  tŚe tŽrůĚ �anŬ reůeaseĚ tŚe 'ůŽďaů 
�ĐŽnŽŵiĐ WrŽsƉeĐts ZeƉŽrt͘ AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ reƉŽrt͕ tŚe 
world’s economy might not do very well͕ ďy tŚe enĚ ŽĨ 
2024. 

Projection of Global Economic Growth:
1. The growth expected in 2024 is the slowest we’ve 

seen in 30 years, a significant drop from earlier 
times.

2. This reduced growth rate is going to affect global 
business activities, investment flows, and the 
overall stability of economies. This has a domino 
effect on employment, people’s incomes, and the 
rates of poverty across the world.

Impact of Geopolitical Issues:
1. Present Conflicts: Ongoing political conflicts, like 

the Israel-Hamas crisis, are causing uncertainty 
in the global markets, influencing trade and 
investment decisions.

2. Potential Risks: These conflicts can disrupt the 
normal flow of goods, lead to higher prices for 
basic items, and make investors worried.

Comparison to June 2023 Projections:
1. Earlier Predictions: The report from June 2023 

had already pointed towards a slowdown, mainly 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic’s effects and 
the pressure of worldwide inflation.

2. Critical Elements: The report highlighted the 
role of rising interest rates, which were meant 
to control inflation but ended up slowing down 
economic growth as well.

Condition of Different Economies:
1. Developing Countries: These nations are facing 

challenges like decreased trade, difficult financial 
situations, and the high cost of borrowing money, 
which are stopping their growth and development.

2. Developed Countries: Even the more advanced 
economies are not doing well, as they too are 
experiencing a reduction in their growth rates 
compared to previous years.

Expectations for Economic Expansion:
1. Global Growth Prediction: The growth is 

expected to slow down to about 2.4% in 2024, 
continuing the trend of deceleration.

2. Developing vs. Developed Countries: While 
developing countries are growing at a pace 
slower than their last decade’s average, developed 
countries are also seeing a downturn in growth.
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Social and Economic Effects on People:
1. Income and Poverty: The slow growth is expected 

to negatively impact income levels, leading to a 
rise in poverty, particularly in less wealthy and 
developing nations.

2. Long-Term Challenges: A long period of economic 
downturn could pose serious difficulties to 
achieving long-term developmental goals.

Insights from Chief Economist at the World Bank:
1. Major Challenges: Chief Economist discusses 

serious concerns such as high debt levels and 
limited access to food, especially in poorer 
countries, which could block progress on global 
initiatives.

2. Opportunities for Recovery: He suggests that 
with the right and timely policy actions, especially 
in terms of investments and fiscal strategies, there 
is a possibility to counteract the negative trends.

Strategies for Economic Improvement:
1. Investment Requirements: The report focuses 

the need for a substantial increase in investments 
by developing nations to address climate change 
and achieve developmental objectives.

2. Forecasts for Investment Growth: In the 
absence of such investments, the growth in per 
capita investment is likely to remain much lower 
compared to previous decades.

Outlook for India
1. As per the UN Economic Situation and Prospects 

;t�^WͿ 2024 reƉŽrt͕ tŚe '�W in ^ŽutŚ Asia is 
ƉrŽũeĐteĚ tŽ inĐrease ďy ϱ͘2й in 2024͘ 

2. About India͕ tŚe reƉŽrt ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts tŚat it is ƉrŽũeĐteĚ 
to reach 6.2% in 2024͕ ůŽǁer tŚan 202ϯ esƟŵates͘

3. dŚe ŐrŽǁtŚ in /nĚia is ŵainůy suƉƉŽrteĚ ďy resiůient 
private consumption anĚ strŽnŐ ƉuďůiĐ inǀestŵent͘ 

Conclusion:
 dŚe 2024 reƉŽrt ďy tŚe tŽrůĚ �anŬ sŚŽǁs a 
ĐŚaůůenŐinŐ sĐenariŽ ĨŽr tŚe ŐůŽďaů eĐŽnŽŵy͕  affeĐƟnŐ 
ďŽtŚ ĚeǀeůŽƉinŐ anĚ aĚǀanĐeĚ naƟŽns͘ /t stresses 
tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe ŽĨ strateŐiĐ anĚ ǁeůů-tŚŽuŐŚt-Žut 
interǀenƟŽns͕ ƉarƟĐuůarůy in tŚe areas ŽĨ inǀestŵent anĚ 

ĮsĐaů ƉŽůiĐies͕ tŽ naǀiŐate tŚese eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ĚiĸĐuůƟes͘ A 
tŚŽrŽuŐŚ unĚerstanĚinŐ ŽĨ tŚese ĨaĐtŽrs is essenƟaů ĨŽr 
ƉŽůiĐyŵaŬers͕ eĐŽnŽŵists͕ anĚ ŐůŽďaů staŬeŚŽůĚers as tŚey 
striǀe ĨŽr sustaineĚ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ŐrŽǁtŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘

16.  Extension of PIDF Scheme
1. Z�/ eǆtenĚs Payments Infrastructure Development 

Fund (PIDF) Scheme Ɵůů 202ϱ͘
2. It was first operationalized in 2021 for three years.
3. Aims to boost the deployment of payment 

acceptance infrastructure͕ ůiŬe ƉŚysiĐaů Point of Sale 
(PoS) terminals anĚ Quick Response (QR) codes.
a. WarƟĐuůarůy tarŐets tier-3 to tier-6 centres, North 

eastern states͕ anĚ UTs of J&K anĚ Ladakh.
b. ZeĐentůy eǆtenĚeĚ tŽ street vendors ĐŽǀereĚ 

unĚer tŚe PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar 
Nidhi ;PM SVANidhi SchemeͿ in Tier-1 anĚ Tier-
2 centres.
• A point-of-sale (POS) terminal is a ŚarĚǁare 

ĚeǀiĐe tŚat ŚeůƉs retaiů ďusinesses ƉrŽĐess 
transaĐƟŽns͘ /t Đan aĐĐeƉt ĐarĚ Ɖayŵents͕ 
ŵanaŐe inǀentŽry͕  anĚ Őenerate saůes 
reports.

• PM SVANidhi Scheme is a ŐŽǀernŵent 
iniƟaƟǀe tŚat ƉrŽǀiĚes ǁŽrŬinŐ ĐaƉitaů ůŽans 
tŽ street ǀenĚŽrs͘

4. W/�& ŽƉerates unĚer an Advisory Council anĚ is 
Žǀerseen anĚ ŵanaŐeĚ ďy tŚe RBI.

5. Types of Acceptance Devices Covered: Physical PoS, 
ŵWŽ^ ;ŵŽďiůe WŽ^Ϳ͕ 'WZ^ ;'eneraů WaĐŬet ZaĚiŽ 
^erǀiĐeͿ͕ W^dE ;WuďůiĐ ^ǁitĐŚeĚ deůeƉŚŽne EetǁŽrŬͿ͕ 
among others.

• mPOS is a technology that allows merchants 
to process payments using their mobile 
ĚeǀiĐes͕ suĐŚ as sŵartƉŚŽnes Žr taďůets͕ 
insteaĚ ŽĨ a ĐasŚ reŐister Žr WK^ terŵinaů͘

• A public switched telephone network 
(PSTN) is a traĚiƟŽnaů ĐirĐuit-sǁitĐŚeĚ 
teůeƉŚŽne netǁŽrŬ tŚat ĐŽnneĐts ƉeŽƉůe 
tŚrŽuŐŚ stanĚarĚ ƉŚŽne nuŵďers͘

6. Enhancements Under PM Vishwakarma Scheme
a. Beneficiaries ŽĨ WD sisŚǁaŬarŵa ^ĐŚeŵe in aůů 

Đenters nŽǁ inĐůuĚeĚ as ŵerĐŚants unĚer W/�& 
Scheme.
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b. Sound Box devices anĚ Aadhaar-enabled 

biometric devices are nŽǁ eůiŐiďůe ĨŽr suďsiĚy 
claims.

c. Subsidy for special focus areas is now uniform at 
90% of device cost.

7. Other Initiatives Promoting Digital Payments:
a. Aadhar Enabled Payment System facilitates 

ĮnanĐiaů transaĐƟŽns Žn a Micro-ATM using 
AaĚŚar͘

b. Aadhar Payment Bridge System siŵƉůiĮes ďuůŬ 
anĚ reĐurrinŐ 'Žǀernŵent ďeneĮts anĚ suďsiĚy 
payments.

c. Unified Payments Interface ĐŽnsŽůiĚates 
ǀariŽus ďanŬinŐ serǀiĐes anĚ Ĩeatures unĚer Žne 
ƉůaƞŽrŵ͘

Ě͘ Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta 
Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) ƉrŽŵŽtes ĚiŐitaů ůiteraĐy͘

17.    RBI PERMITS LENDING, BORROWING 
IN G-SEC

1. dŚe Zeserǀe �anŬ ŽĨ /nĚia ;Z�/Ϳ reĐentůy issueĚ 
ĚireĐƟŽns͕ ŬnŽǁn as RBI (Government Securities 
Lending) Directions, 2023͕ ƉerŵiƫnŐ lending and 
borrowing of G-Securities (G-Secs).
a. Government Securities Lending (GSL): A '^> 

transaĐƟŽn inǀŽůǀes tŚe ůenĚinŐ ŽĨ eůiŐiďůe 
ŐŽǀernŵent seĐuriƟes ďy a ůenĚer tŽ a ďŽrrŽǁer 
ĨŽr a sƉeĐiĮeĚ ƉeriŽĚ͘
• G-Sec is a traĚeaďůe instruŵent issueĚ 

by the Central Government or the State 
Governments.

• dŚey inĐůuĚe short-term Treasury bills 
(T-Bills) anĚ long-term Government bonds 
or dated securities.

• Central Government issues T-Bills and 
bonds, while State Governments issue 
ďŽnĚs ŬnŽǁn as State Development Loans 
(SDLs)͘ '-^eĐs are ĐŽnsiĚereĚ risk-free Ěue 
tŽ ŵiniŵaů ĚeĨauůt risŬ͘

b. '-^eĐs issueĚ ďy tŚe Centraů ŐŽǀernŵent͕ 
excluding Treasury Bills ;d-�iůůsͿ͕ are eůiŐiďůe ĨŽr 
ůenĚinŐͬďŽrrŽǁinŐ͘

c. �ŽtŚ '-^eĐs issueĚ ďy tŚe Centraů 'Žǀernŵent 
;inĐůuĚinŐ d-�iůůsͿ anĚ ^tate 'Žǀernŵent ďŽnĚs 
are eligible as collateral.

Ě͘ '-^eĐs are auĐƟŽneĚ ǀia Z�/ s͛ eůeĐtrŽniĐ ƉůaƞŽrŵ 
ĐaůůeĚ E-Kuber.

e. Other G-Securities
• Cash Management Bills (CMBs)͕ intrŽĚuĐeĚ 

in 2010, are short-term instruments to 
ŵanaŐe teŵƉŽrary ĐasŚ ŇŽǁ ŵisŵatĐŚes͘

• CMBs resemble T-bills ďut Śaǀe maturities 
less than 91 days.

2. Benefits of Permitting Lending and Borrowing of 
G-Secs:
a. WerŵiƫnŐ ůenĚinŐ anĚ ďŽrrŽǁinŐ ŽĨ '-^eĐs aiŵs 

to enhance depth and liquidity in tŚe '-^eĐ 
ŵarŬet͕ ĨaĐiůitaƟnŐ efficient price discovery.

b. /t aůsŽ aiŵs tŽ enĐŽuraŐe ǁiĚer ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn͕ 
aůůŽǁinŐ inǀestŽrs tŽ ĚeƉůŽy iĚůe seĐuriƟes͕ 
iŵƉrŽǀe ƉŽrƞŽůiŽ returns͕ anĚ ďŽŽst ŽƉeraƟŽnaů 
eĸĐienĐy ŽĨ ŐŽǀernŵent ďŽnĚs ďy insurers͘

T-Bills: �erŽ ĐŽuƉŽn seĐuriƟes issueĚ at a ĚisĐŽunt anĚ 
reĚeeŵeĚ at ĨaĐe ǀaůue at ŵaturity͘
Dated G-Secs: ^eĐuriƟes ǁitŚ ĮǆeĚ Žr ŇŽaƟnŐ ĐŽuƉŽn 
rates ƉaiĚ ŚaůĨ-yearůy Žn ĨaĐe ǀaůue͘

3. Benefits of G-Secs
a. Low-risk investments ďaĐŬeĚ ďy tŚe 'Žǀernŵent͘
b. WrŽǀiĚe staďůe inĐŽŵe ǁitŚ ĮǆeĚ interest rates͘
c. ^eĐuriƟes ůiŬe ^tate �eǀeůŽƉŵent >Žans ;^�>sͿ 

anĚ ^ƉeĐiaů ^eĐuriƟes Žffer aƩraĐƟǀe yieůĚs͘
• ^�>s are ďŽnĚs issueĚ ďy state ŐŽǀernŵents 

tŽ ĨunĚ tŚeir ĮsĐaů ĚeĮĐits͘ dŚe Z�/ ŵanaŐes 
tŚe issuanĐe ŽĨ tŚese ďŽnĚs͘

Ě͘ /nteŐraƟnŐ '-^eĐs in an inǀestŵent ƉŽrƞŽůiŽ 
ŚeůƉs reĚuĐe Žǀeraůů risŬ͘

e. �asiůy traĚaďůe͕ aůůŽǁinŐ ƋuiĐŬ ďuyinŐ anĚ seůůinŐ͘
f. hseĚ as ĐŽůůateraů ĨŽr ďŽrrŽǁinŐ ĨunĚs in tŚe 

reƉŽ ŵarŬet͘

4. Initiatives for G-Secs
a. RBI Retail Direct Scheme
b. Draft RBI (Bond Forwards) Directions, 2023
c. Scheme for Non-competitive Bidding Facility
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5. Concerns and Solutions:

Concerns Solutions
Z�/ s͛ EeŐŽƟateĚ �eaůinŐ 
^ysteŵ - KrĚer DatĐŚinŐ 
;E�^-KDͿ ƉůaƞŽrŵ 
fails to enhance retail 
participation͕ ůeaĚinŐ 
tŽ seŐŵenteĚ inǀestŽr 
ŵarŬets͘

/ssue anĚ traĚe '-^eĐs 
through stock exchanges 
to promote retail 
ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn anĚ ease ŽĨ 
transaĐƟŽns͘

/nŇŽǁs ŽĨ ĨŽreiŐn ĨunĚs 
ǀia ŐŽǀernŵent ďŽnĚs 
may appreciate the rupee.

dŚe RBI absorb foreign 
inflows to minimise the 
iŵƉaĐt Žn tŚe ruƉee-ĚŽůůar 
eǆĐŚanŐe rate͘ 

Limited liquidity in the 
'-seĐ ŵarŬet resuůts in 
ĚistresseĚ saůes anĚ ůŽsses 
for sellers.

Z�/ interǀeninŐ ďy buying 
G-sec ǁiůů inĨuse ůiƋuiĚity 
into the system. 

AĚǀerse ƉriĐe ĐŚanŐes 
Ěue tŽ interest rate 
fluctuations ŵay ůeaĚ tŽ 
losses upon selling.

WrŽǀiĚe tax exemptions 
on interest income from 
'-^eĐs tŽ sƟŵuůate ŵarŬet 
ĚeŵanĚ͘

18.  INDIAN IRON ORE MARKET
1. In Jan 2024, the Competition Commission of India 

(CCI) ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ a stuĚy Žn competition within the 
iron ore market.

2. Iron ore mainly consists of iron oxides ůiŬe ŵaŐneƟte 
anĚ ŚeŵaƟte͕ ƉrŽĚuĐinŐ ŵetaůůiĐ irŽn ;&eͿ ǁŚen 
ŚeateĚ ǁitŚ a reĚuĐtant͘ 

3. /nĚia sŚŽǁs seůĨ-suĸĐienĐy in irŽn Žre ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͕ 
ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ 7% globally anĚ ranŬinŐ 4th in 
production.

4. Concerns Highlighted by CCI
a. ZeĐent years ǁitnesseĚ a rise in iron ore exports, 

ĚesƉite its ůŽǁer ǀaůue ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ ĮnisŚeĚ 
ƉrŽĚuĐts ůiŬe steeů͘

b. Allocation of captive mines tŽ sƉeĐiĮĐ Ɖůayers 
Đreates entry ďarriers in tŚe ŵarŬet͘
• dŚe Mines and Minerals (Development and 

Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021, permits 
ĐaƉƟǀe ŵines tŽ seůů uƉ tŽ ϱ0й ŽĨ surƉůus 
iron ore openly.

• It also aims to promote ease of doing 
business anĚ reŵŽǀe restriĐƟŽns Žn tŚe 
enĚ-use ŽĨ ŵineraůs͘

c. Differential pricing ŽĨ irŽn Žre ĨŽr ǀariŽus enĚ-
users ŵay ůeaĚ tŽ ĐŽŵƉeƟƟŽn issues͘

Key Recommendation

• Discourage export: /rŽn Žre͕ a ǀitaů naƟŽnaů resŽurĐe͕ 

sŚŽuůĚ ďe ĐŽnserǀeĚ͘

• Prioritize eǆƉŽrƟnŐ ŚiŐŚer ǀaůue-aĚĚeĚ ƉrŽĚuĐts ůiŬe 

ĮnisŚeĚ steeů tŽ suƉƉŽrt AtŵanirďŚar �Śarat͘

• Upgrade quality: hƟůiǌe aĚǀanĐeĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐies tŽ 

enŚanĐe ůŽǁ-ŐraĚe irŽn Žre tŽ ŚiŐŚer ŐraĚes͘

• Sustainable mining: �nĐŽuraŐe tŚe aĚŽƉƟŽn ŽĨ Đůean 

teĐŚnŽůŽŐy anĚ transiƟŽn ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn ƉrŽĐesses tŽ 

sustainaďůe ŵineraů ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn ŵetŚŽĚs͘

19.  P E T R O L E U M  E X P L O R AT I O N  & 
PRODUCTION

1. Kiů anĚ Eaturaů 'as CŽrƉŽraƟŽn ;KE'CͿ Śas starteĚ 

its Įrst ĐruĚe Žiů ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn ĨrŽŵ its Cůuster-2 ĚeeƉ-

sea ƉrŽũeĐt in tŚe Krishna-Godavari (KG) basin in the 

Bay of Bengal.

2. Petroleum Basin in India

a. A ƉetrŽůeuŵ ďasin ĐŽntains ǀariŽus rocks and 

sediments͕ ĐruĐiaůůy inĐůuĚinŐ sŽurĐe rŽĐŬs 

ǁŚere Žiů anĚ Őas ŽriŐinate͘

b. /nĚia Śas 26 sedimentary basins ĐŽǀerinŐ ϯ͘4 

ŵiůůiŽn Ŭŵ2.
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c. Distribution:

•	 49% Žn ůanĚ
•	 12% in sŚaůůŽǁ ǁater ;uƉ tŽ 400 ŵeters 

ĚeƉtŚͿ
•	 39% in ĚeeƉǁater areas ;uƉ tŽ �ǆĐůusiǀe 

�ĐŽnŽŵiĐ �Žne Žr ���Ϳ͘

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
��� ũurisĚiĐƟŽn eǆtenĚs 200 nautical miles from the 
ĐŽastůine͕ ŐranƟnŐ tŚe ĐŽastaů state riŐŚts Žǀer resŽurĐe 
ŵanaŐeŵent͕ eǆƉůŽraƟŽn͕ anĚ ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn ǁitŚin its 
ĚŽŵain͕ ůiǀinŐ Žr nŽn-ůiǀinŐ͘

d. dŚe Krishna-Godavari (KG) basin is a Ɖassiǀe 
ŵarŐin ďasin ;transiƟŽn ďetǁeen ŽĐeaniĐ anĚ 
ĐŽnƟnentaů ůitŚŽsƉŚereͿ in /nĚia tŚat ĐŽǀers Žǀer 
ϱ0͕000 Ŭŵ2 in tŚe <risŚna anĚ 'ŽĚaǀari Ziǀer 
ďasins in AnĚŚra WraĚesŚ͘

e. Indian Sedimentary Basins: �asins ĐateŐŽriǌeĚ 
intŽ tŚree ďaseĚ Žn hydrocarbon resource 
maturity͗

•	 Category-I: CŽŵŵerĐiaůůy estaďůisŚeĚ Θ 
ƉrŽĚuĐinŐ ďasins ;dŽtaů 7 basinsͿ͘

•	 Category-II: WrŽsƉeĐƟǀity ;tŽŽů tŚat ŚeůƉs 
aůůŽĐate eǆƉůŽraƟŽn resŽurĐes eĸĐientůyͿ 
iĚenƟĮeĚ ;5 basins͗ <utĐŚ͕ DaŚanaĚi-EŽrtŚ 
�ast CŽast͕ AnĚaŵan-EiĐŽďar͕  sinĚŚyan͕ 
^aurasŚtraͿ͘

•	 Category-III: WrŽsƉeĐƟǀe ;14 basins͗ 
,iŵaůayan &ŽreůanĚ͕ 'anŐa͕ <eraůa-<ŽnŬan-
>aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ͕ �enŐaů͕ <areǁa͕ ^ƉiƟ-�ansŬar͕  
^atƉura-^ŽutŚ Zeǁa �aŵŽĚar͕  EarŵaĚa͕ 
�eĐĐan ^yneĐůise͕ �Śiŵa-<aůaĚŐi͕ CuĚĚaƉaŚ͕ 
WranŚita-'ŽĚaǀari͕ �astar͕  CŚŚaƫsŐarŚͿ͘

f. Methods of Extracting Crude Oil:

•	 Offshore ĚriůůinŐ in ŵarine enǀirŽnŵents ůiŬe 
tŚe Araďian ^ea Žr �ay ŽĨ �enŐaů͘

•	 Onshore ĚriůůinŐ Žn ůanĚ aĐrŽss ǀariŽus 
seĚiŵentary ďasins in tŚe ĐŽuntry͘

g. ONGC is /nĚia s͛ ůarŐest Žiů anĚ Őas producer which 
contributes 72% ŽĨ tŚe ĐŽuntry s͛ ŚyĚrŽĐarďŽn 
ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͘ 

Important Facts
3rd largest energy and oil consumer in tŚe tŽrůĚ
33% sŚare ŽĨ Kiů anĚ Őas in India’s primary energy
85.7% was the import dependency of oil while for 
natural gas it was 48.2%.

3. Steps for Enhancing Petroleum Exploration & 
Production (E&P)

a. dŚe ĨŽrŵaƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe Directorate General of 
Hydrocarbons (DGH) aiŵs tŽ ŵanaŐe Žiů anĚ 
naturaů Őas resŽurĐes eĸĐientůy͘

b. ^treaŵůineĚ aƉƉrŽǀaů ƉrŽĐesses ǀia digitization 
and standardization on the e-platform.

c. dŚe National Data Repository (NDR)͕ ůaunĐŚeĚ 
in 20ϭϳ͕ ĨaĐiůitates �ΘW aĐƟǀiƟes ďy serǀinŐ as a 
ŐŽǀernŵent Ěata ďanŬ͘

•	 E�Z is a ŐŽǀernŵent-sƉŽnsŽreĚ Ěata ďanŬ 
tŚat stŽres͕ ŵaintains͕ anĚ reƉrŽĚuĐes 
Ěata aďŽut �ΘW͘  /t is Ɖart ŽĨ tŚe Directorate 
General of Hydrocarbons in the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Ě͘ dŚe E�Z is ďeinŐ uƉŐraĚeĚ tŽ a cloud-based 
facility ǁitŚ ǀirtuaů Ěata rŽŽŵs ĨŽr inǀestŽrs͛ 
24x7 access.

e. dŚe India Hydrocarbon Vision 2025 outlines 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent tarŐets ĨŽr tŚe seĐtŽr͘

f. 100% FDI through automatic route for 
eǆƉůŽraƟŽn aĐƟǀiƟes͕ inĨrastruĐture reůateĚ tŽ 
ƉetrŽůeuŵ ƉrŽĚuĐts anĚ naturaů Őas ŵarŬeƟnŐ͕ 
etc.

4. Significance of Indigenous Petroleum E&P

a. Reduction in Import Bill: /nĚia s͛ ĐruĚe Žiů iŵƉŽrt͕ 
aĐĐŽunƟnŐ ĨŽr ϴϱй͕ Đan ďe ĐurtaiůeĚ ďy inĐreasinŐ 
inĚiŐenŽus ƉetrŽůeuŵ ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͘

b. Strategic Importance: DiƟŐates ǀuůneraďiůity 
tŽ ŐůŽďaů ŐeŽƉŽůiƟĐaů unĐertainƟes͕ suƉƉůy 
ĚisruƉƟŽns͕ anĚ ƉriĐe ŇuĐtuaƟŽns͘

c. Employment Generation: Creates ũŽďs 
in eǆƉůŽraƟŽn͕ ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͕ reĮninŐ͕ anĚ 
ĚistriďuƟŽn͘
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5. Challenges and Solutions:

Challenges Solutions

�ΘW units reƋuire suďstanƟaů capital investment for 

eǆƉensiǀe eƋuiƉŵent anĚ sŬiůůeĚ ůaďŽur͘

EeeĚ ĨŽr eǆƉŽsure in tŚe stŽĐŬ ŵarŬet aůŽnŐ ǁitŚ taǆ 

eǆeŵƉƟŽns͘

AĚǀanĐeĚ drilling technologies are neĐessary tŽ eǆtraĐt 

ƉetrŽůeuŵ ĨrŽŵ ĐŽŵƉůeǆ ŐeŽůŽŐiĐaů ĨŽrŵaƟŽns͘

Collaborate with universities and colleges for research 

anĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy aĐĐess͘

�ΘW aĐƟǀiƟes ƉŽse risks of spills͕ ůeaŬs͕ anĚ aĐĐiĚents͕ 

as seen in eǀents ůiŬe tŚe reĐent �nnŽre Žiů sƉiůů in daŵiů 

EaĚu͘

hƟůise aĚǀanĐeĚ spill control technologies͘ CŽnĚuĐt 

ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe traininŐ Žn sƉiůů ƉreǀenƟŽn anĚ resƉŽnse 

protocols.

�riůůinŐ͕ ƉiƉeůines͕ anĚ inĨrastruĐture Đan ůeaĚ tŽ habitat 

loss anĚ Śarŵ ǁiůĚůiĨe͘

Implement sustainable E&P practices—partner with 

ďiŽĚiǀersity ďŽarĚs ĨŽr enǀirŽnŵentaů stuĚies anĚ 

response planning.

Local communities ŵay ďe ĚisƉůaĐeĚ͕ ůeaĚinŐ tŽ sŽĐiaů 

anĚ Đuůturaů ĐŚaůůenŐes͘

CŽnĚuĐt ecological impact assessments for community 

ŵiƟŐaƟŽn͘

6. About Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy 

(HELP)

a. ,�>W͕  intrŽĚuĐeĚ in 20ϭϲ͕ reƉůaĐeĚ tŚe New 

Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP).

b. WrŽǀiĚes a single license for E&P ĐŽǀerinŐ ǀariŽus 

ŚyĚrŽĐarďŽns ůiŬe ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů Žiů anĚ Őas͕ C�D͕ 

sŚaůe Žiů͕ Őas ŚyĚrates͕ etĐ͘

c. ^ŚiŌeĚ ĨrŽŵ a Profit-Sharing Model to a Revenue 

Sharing Contract model.

•	 A reǀenue sŚarinŐ ĐŽntraĐt ;Z^CͿ is an 

aŐreeŵent ďetǁeen a ĐŽntraĐtŽr anĚ tŚe 

ŐŽǀernŵent in tŚe ŚyĚrŽĐarďŽn inĚustry͘

Ě͘ Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) allows 

inǀestŽrs tŽ ĐŚŽŽse ďůŽĐŬs ďy eǀaůuaƟnŐ National 

Data Repository (NDR) inĨŽrŵaƟŽn͘

•	 KA>W is a ƉŽůiĐy reĨŽrŵ intrŽĚuĐeĚ in 20ϭϲ͘ 

dŚe ƉŽůiĐy aůůŽǁs ĐŽŵƉanies tŽ eǆƉůŽre 

ŚyĚrŽĐarďŽns ůiŬe Žiů anĚ Őas͕ ĐŽaů ďeĚ 

ŵetŚane͕ anĚ Őas ŚyĚrate in areas tŚat tŚe 

ŐŽǀernŵent ĚŽes nŽt nŽƟĨy͘

e. /ntrŽĚuĐes Ĩeatures ůiŬe reĚuĐeĚ rŽyaůty rates͕ 

ŵarŬeƟnŐ anĚ ƉriĐinŐ ĨreeĚŽŵ͕ anĚ year-rŽunĚ 

ďiĚĚinŐ͘

20.   DIGITAL TRADE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
REPORT

1. A reĐent reƉŽrt ƟtůeĚ “Digital Trade for Development” 

eǆƉůŽres ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes anĚ ĐŚaůůenŐes ĨŽr ĚeǀeůŽƉinŐ 

eĐŽnŽŵies in tŚe ĚiŐitaů traĚe͘

• �iŐitaů draĚe /nǀŽůǀes Žnůine transaĐƟŽns 

ĨŽr ŐŽŽĚs anĚ serǀiĐes͕ ǁŚetŚer ĚiŐitaů Žr 

physical, engaging consumers, businesses, and 

governments.

2. dŚe reƉŽrt is a ĐŽůůaďŽraƟǀe effŽrt ďy tŚe International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD), United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 

World Bank, and World Trade Organization (WTO).

Key Findings

1. dŚe ǀaůue ŽĨ digitally delivered services has surged 
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nearly four times sinĐe 200ϱ͕ ǁitŚ an aǀeraŐe annuaů 

ŐrŽǁtŚ rate ŽĨ ϴ͘ϭй unƟů 2022͘

a. dŚis ŐrŽǁtŚ surƉasses ;eǆĐeeĚsͿ tŚat ŽĨ goods 

exports (5.6%) anĚ ŽtŚer services exports 

(4.2%).

2. Opportunities in Digital Trade:

a. Assists developing economies in ŵiniŵiǌinŐ 

ďarriers tŽ ŵarŬet entry͘

b. WrŽǀiĚes direct access to global markets, 

eůiŵinaƟnŐ traĚiƟŽnaů interŵeĚiaries ůiŬe 

ǁŚŽůesaůers anĚ retaiůers͘

c. Kffers cost-effective platforms for MSMEs 

;sŵaůů anĚ ŵeĚiuŵ-siǌeĚ enterƉrisesͿ͘

d. Empowers women entrepreneurs with flexible 

business models͕ ŽǀerĐŽŵinŐ sŽĐiŽ-Đuůturaů 

barriers.

3. Status of Digital Trade in India:

a. /nĚia aiŵs ĨŽr a $1 trillion digital economy by 

2025.

b. dŚe eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ǀaůue ŽĨ ĚiŐitaů traĚe in /nĚia 

;inĐůuĚinŐ eǆƉŽrtsͿ ĐŽuůĚ grow 14 times to $512 

billion by 2030 ǁitŚ ĨaĐiůitateĚ ĐrŽss-ďŽrĚer 

Ěata ŇŽǁs͘

4. Challenges in Digital Trade:

a. AƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy one-third of the world’s 

population lacks online access, mainly in low- 

anĚ ůŽǁer-ŵiĚĚůe-inĐŽŵe eĐŽnŽŵies͘

b. ,iŐŚ tariffs Žn iŵƉŽrts ŽĨ information and 

communication technology (ICT) equipment.

c. ZeŐuůatŽry ĐŚaůůenŐes inĐůuĚe cross-border data 

flows, competition, and consumer protection.

5. Government Initiatives:

a. Digital India Programme ĨŽĐuses Žn e-serǀiĐe 

Ěeůiǀery anĚ transparency.

b. AI for All Strategy aims to raise awareness about 

AI.

i. NITI Aayog’s AI for All strategy to be the 

ŐŽǀerninŐ benchmark ĨŽr Ĩuture A/ ĚesiŐn͕ 

ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ anĚ ĚeƉůŽyŵent in /nĚia͘ 

c. Digital Infrastructure Built on India Stack 

inĐůuĚes ŽƉen AƉƉůiĐaƟŽn WrŽŐraŵŵinŐ 

/nterĨaĐe ;AW/sͿ ĨŽr iĚenƟty͕  ĚiŐitaů Ɖayŵents͕ 

anĚ Ěata͘

i. /nĚia ^taĐŬ is a ĐŽůůeĐƟŽn ŽĨ AƉƉůiĐaƟŽn 

WrŽŐraŵŵinŐ /nterĨaĐes ;AW/sͿ tŚat ƉrŽǀiĚe 

a digital infrastructure ĨŽr ǀariŽus enƟƟes in 

/nĚia͕ enaďůinŐ tŚeŵ tŽ ĚeǀeůŽƉ aƉƉůiĐaƟŽns 

anĚ serǀiĐes͘

d. Government eMarketplace (GeM): 'eD Śas 

surƉasseĚ Zs͘ 2 >aŬŚ CrŽre in Gross Merchandise 

Value (GMV) ǁitŚin ůess tŚan ϴ ŵŽntŚs ŽĨ tŚe 

Đurrent ĮsĐaů year͘

e. Pandemic Relief Services: Digital infrastructure, 

ůiŬe COWIN͕ ƉůayeĚ a ĐruĐiaů rŽůe ĚurinŐ tŚe 

CKs/�-ϭϵ ƉanĚeŵiĐ͕ ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ tŚe world’s 

largest vaccination program.

6. Recommendations from the Report:

a. �eǀeůŽƉinŐ eĐŽnŽŵies neeĚ inĐreaseĚ 

internaƟŽnaů ĮnanĐiaů anĚ teĐŚniĐaů suƉƉŽrt ĨŽr 

enŚanĐeĚ connectivity, skills, and regulatory 

capabilities in ĚiŐitaů traĚe-reůateĚ areas͘

b. /niƟaƟǀes ůiŬe WTO-led Aid for Trade, UNCTAD-

led eTrade for All, and World Bank-led Digital 

Advisory and Trade Assistance (DATA) Fund can 

ƉrŽǀiĚe ǀaůuaďůe assistanĐe͘

c. Global collaboration is crucial to ensuring that 

small businesses, women, young entrepreneurs, 

anĚ ĐŽnsuŵers ŐůŽďaůůy ďeneĮt ĨrŽŵ tŚe 

aĚǀantaŐes ŽĨ ĚiŐitaů traĚe͘
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1.   INDIA TO BECOME A FULL MEMBER OF 
THE SKA OBSERVATORY

1. In January, 2024͕ hniŽn Đaďinet aƉƉrŽǀes Zs ϭ͕2ϱ0 
Cr ĨŽr /nĚia s͛ ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn in Square Kilometer Array 
(SKA) KďserǀatŽry͘

2. dŚis iniƟaƟǀe aiŵs tŽ ĐŽnstruĐt tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ ůarŐest 
raĚiŽ teůesĐŽƉe͕ syŵďŽůiǌinŐ a ŵaũŽr ůeaƉ in tŚe 
aĚǀanĐeĚ areas ŽĨ sĐienƟĮĐ researĐŚ͘ 

3. /nĚia s͛ ĐŽŵŵitŵent͕ ŵarŬeĚ ďy a ĮnanĐiaů 
ĐŽntriďuƟŽn ŽĨ Zs ϭ͕2ϱ0 ĐrŽre͕ siŐniĮes its ĚeĚiĐaƟŽn 
tŽ ƉůayinŐ an iŵƉŽrtant rŽůe in tŚis ƉrŽũeĐt͘

About SKAO:
1. ^<AK is an interŐŽǀernŵentaů ŽrŐanisaƟŽn 

ŚeaĚƋuartereĚ in hniteĚ <inŐĚŽŵ͘ 
2. ^<AK ǁiůů ĐŽnsist ŽĨ Žne ŐůŽďaů ŽďserǀatŽry͕  

ŽƉeraƟnŐ 2 teůesĐŽƉes͕ aĐrŽss ϯ sites͘
3. dŚey ǁiůů ŽƉerate as Žne ůarŐe unit ǁitŚ ŽďũeĐƟǀes 

ŽĨ stuĚyinŐ tŚe uniǀerse anĚ its eǀŽůuƟŽn͕ŽriŐin 
anĚ eǀŽůuƟŽn ŽĨ ĐŽsŵiĐ ŵaŐneƟsŵ͕ŐraǀitaƟŽnaů 
ǁaǀes͕ĚarŬ enerŐy͕ eǀŽůuƟŽn ŽĨ Őaůaǆies͘

SKAO & India:
1. /n 20ϭ2 /nĚia ũŽineĚ ^<AK as an AssŽĐiate 

Deŵďer anĚ Śas aĐƟǀeůy ƉarƟĐiƉateĚ in tŚe Ɖre-
ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn ƉŚase ŽĨ tŚe ^<A teůesĐŽƉes͘

2. /n 2022͕ tŚe EaƟŽnaů Centre ĨŽr ZaĚiŽ AstrŽnŽŵy͕  
Wune anĚ ^<AK siŐneĚ ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn aŐreeŵent͘

The Square Kilometer Array (SKA)
1. Design and Purpose͗ hnůiŬe a sinŐůe ŐiŐanƟĐ 

teůesĐŽƉe͕ tŚe ^<A ǁiůů ĐŽnsist ŽĨ ϭ000s ;tŚŽusanĚsͿ 
ŽĨ ĚisŚ antennas sƉreaĚ aĐrŽss ^ŽutŚ AĨriĐa anĚ 
Austraůia͕ ĨunĐƟŽninŐ ĐŽůůeĐƟǀeůy tŽ ŵiŵiĐ a raĚiŽ 
teůesĐŽƉe ǁitŚ an effeĐƟǀe ĐŽůůeĐƟnŐ area ŽĨ Žne 
sƋuare ŬiůŽŵeter͘
• dŚis innŽǀaƟǀe ĚesiŐn aiŵs tŽ enŚanĐe Žur 

ĐaƉaĐity tŽ ĐŽůůeĐt raĚiŽ ǁaǀes ĨrŽŵ tŚe ĐŽsŵŽs͕ 
ŽfferinŐ unƉreĐeĚenteĚ insiŐŚts intŽ tŚe 
uniǀerse͘

E. Science & Technology
2. Construction and Locations͗ dŚe ƉrŽũeĐt Śas ĐŚŽsen 

sƉarseůy ƉŽƉuůateĚ areas in ^ŽutŚ AĨriĐa anĚ 
Austraůia ĨŽr tŚe instaůůaƟŽn ŽĨ aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy 200 
anĚ Žǀer ϭϯ0͕000 antennas͕ resƉeĐƟǀeůy͕  tŽ ŵiniŵiǌe 
interĨerenĐe ĨrŽŵ Śuŵan-ŵaĚe sŽurĐes͘
• dŚe ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ďeŐan in �eĐeŵďer 

2022͕ is anƟĐiƉateĚ tŽ ĐŽŵƉůete its ϭst phase by 
tŚe neǆt year͘

3. Capability͗ KnĐe ŽƉeraƟŽnaů͕ tŚe ^<A is eǆƉeĐteĚ tŽ 
ďe ďetǁeen ϱ tŽ ϲ0 Ɵŵes ŵŽre ƉŽǁerĨuů tŚan any 
eǆisƟnŐ raĚiŽ teůesĐŽƉe in ĐŽŵƉaraďůe ĨreƋuenĐy 
ranŐes͕ ƉrŽŵisinŐ tŽ reǀŽůuƟŽniǌe Žur unĚerstanĚinŐ 
ŽĨ tŚe uniǀerse͘

India’s Involvement and Benefits
1. Scientific and Technological Gains͗ AůtŚŽuŐŚ tŚe ^<A 

ĨaĐiůiƟes are ůŽĐateĚ ŽutsiĚe /nĚia͕ Ĩuůů ŵeŵďersŚiƉ 
ensures siŐniĮĐant sĐienĐe anĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy 
aĚǀantaŐes ĨŽr tŚe ĐŽuntry͕  aŬin tŽ its ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn in 
ŽtŚer internaƟŽnaů ŵeŐa sĐienĐe ƉrŽũeĐts ůiŬe >/'K͕ 
/d�Z͕ anĚ tŚe >,C͘ /nĚia s͛ estaďůisŚeĚ ƉrŽǁess in 
raĚiŽ astrŽnŽŵy͕  eǆeŵƉůiĮeĚ ďy tŚe 'iant Deterǁaǀe 
ZaĚiŽ deůesĐŽƉe ;'DZdͿ near Wune͕ ƉŽsiƟŽns it as a 
Ŭey Ɖůayer in aĚǀanĐinŐ ŐůŽďaů astrŽnŽŵiĐaů researĐŚ͘

2. Preferential Access and Contributions: As a full 
ŵeŵďer͕  /nĚia ǁiůů enũŽy ƉreĨerenƟaů aĐĐess tŽ 
tŚe ^<A ĨaĐiůiƟes͕ aůůŽǁinŐ /nĚian sĐienƟsts tŽ 
ĨurtŚer tŚeir researĐŚ in ĐriƟĐaů areas ŽĨ astrŽnŽŵy͘ 
dŚis ŵeŵďersŚiƉ ŵŽĚeů ensures tŚat ĐŽuntries 
ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ tŽ tŚe ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe ^<A ǁiůů 
Śaǀe ƉriŽrity aĐĐess͕ ǁitŚ Ɵŵe aůůŽĐaƟŽn rŽuŐŚůy 
ƉrŽƉŽrƟŽnaů tŽ tŚeir ĐŽntriďuƟŽn͘

3. Technological and Intellectual Property͗ dŚe ^<A s͛ 
reůianĐe Žn ĐuƫnŐ-eĚŐe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy aĐrŽss ǀariŽus 
ĚŽŵains ǁiůů Őenerate ǀaůuaďůe inteůůeĐtuaů ƉrŽƉerty͕  
aĐĐessiďůe tŽ aůů ŵeŵďer ĐŽuntries͘ dŚis Ɖresents 
iŵŵense ůearninŐ ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes ĨŽr /nĚian sĐienƟsts͕ 
aĐaĚeŵiĐs͕ anĚ inĚustries͕ ĨŽsterinŐ innŽǀaƟŽn anĚ 
eǆƉanĚinŐ tŚe ĐŽuntry s͛ sĐienĐe anĚ teĐŚnology base.
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Expansion of India’s Science and Technology Base
1. National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA) 

Leadership͗ dŚe Wune-ďaseĚ ECZA ůeaĚs /nĚia s͛ 
ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn͕ ǁitŚ ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn ĨrŽŵ 22 ŽtŚer 
insƟtuƟŽns͕ inĐůuĚinŐ //ds͕ //^�Zs͕ uniǀersiƟes͕ 
anĚ Ɖriǀate ĐŽŵƉanies͘ dŚis ĐŽůůaďŽraƟǀe effŽrt 
unĚersĐŽres /nĚia s͛ ŚŽůisƟĐ aƉƉrŽaĐŚ tŽ ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ 
tŽ anĚ ďeneĮƟnŐ ĨrŽŵ tŚe ^<A ƉrŽũeĐt͘

2. Research Opportunities: /nĚian sĐienƟsts Śaǀe 
iĚenƟĮeĚ Ŭey researĐŚ areas tŽ eǆƉůŽre usinŐ tŚe 
^<A͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe earůy uniǀerse s͛ eǀŽůuƟŽn͕ Őaůaǆy 
ĨŽrŵaƟŽn͕ neutrŽn star ƉŚysiĐs͕ anĚ sŽůar sĐienĐes͘ 
DŽre tŚan ϭϱ0 sĐienƟsts͕ researĐŚers͕ anĚ stuĚents 
ĨrŽŵ Žǀer ϯ0 /nĚian insƟtuƟŽns are aĐƟǀeůy enŐaŐeĚ 
in ^<A-reůateĚ sĐienĐe aĐƟǀiƟes͘

Conclusion
 /nĚia s͛ Ĩuůů ŵeŵďersŚiƉ in tŚe ^<A ƉrŽũeĐt nŽt Žnůy 
ŵarŬs its ĐŽŵŵitŵent tŽ ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ tŽ Žne ŽĨ tŚe ŵŽst 
aŵďiƟŽus astrŽnŽŵiĐaů enĚeaǀŽrs ŽĨ Žur Ɵŵe ďut aůsŽ 
unĚersĐŽres its strateŐiĐ ƉŽsiƟŽn in tŚe ŐůŽďaů sĐienƟĮĐ 
ĐŽŵŵunity͘ �y ƉarƟĐiƉaƟnŐ in tŚe ^<A ƉrŽũeĐt͕ /nĚia aiŵs 
tŽ Śarness tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů ŽĨ raĚiŽ astrŽnŽŵy tŽ unůŽĐŬ 
tŚe uniǀerse s͛ ŵysteries͕ ƉaǀinŐ tŚe ǁay ĨŽr siŐniĮĐant 
aĚǀanĐeŵents in sĐienĐe anĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͘

2.   IN A 1st, SpaceX TO LAUNCH GSAT-20 
SATELLITE

1. �esƉite ŚaǀinŐ a suĐĐessĨuů traĐŬ reĐŽrĚ ŽĨ ůaunĐŚinŐ 
sateůůites ǁitŚ its Žǁn rŽĐŬets͕ tŚe /nĚian ^ƉaĐe 
ZesearĐŚ KrŐanisaƟŽn ;/^ZKͿ Śas ŽƉteĚ ĨŽr SpaceX’s 
Falcon 9 to launch the GSAT-20 (renamed as 
GSAT-N2) satellite. 
• EŽtaďůe͕ &aůĐŽn ϵ is tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ Įrst Žrďitaů Đůass 

reusaďůe rŽĐŬet
2. dŚis ĚeĐisiŽn Śas raiseĚ ƋuesƟŽns aďŽut ǁŚy /nĚia is 

turninŐ tŽ an AŵeriĐan Įrŵ ĨŽr tŚis ŵissiŽn͘

ISRO’s Capabilities and Past Achievements
1. /^ZK Śas a ĐŽŵŵenĚaďůe ŚistŽry ŽĨ ůaunĐŚinŐ Žǀer 

4ϯ0 sateůůites ĨŽr ǀariŽus ŐůŽďaů Đůients tŚrŽuŐŚ its 
ĐŽŵŵerĐiaů arŵ͕ earninŐ siŐniĮĐant ĨŽreiŐn eǆĐŚanŐe͘ 

2. /ts rŽĐŬets͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe W^>s anĚ >sDϯ͕ are ŬnŽǁn 
ĨŽr tŚeir reůiaďiůity anĚ suĐĐess in ŽrďiƟnŐ sateůůites 
ĨŽr ĨŽreiŐn ŐŽǀernŵents͕ aĐaĚeŵiĐ insƟtuƟŽns͕ anĚ 
Ɖriǀate Įrŵs͘

About GSAT-20:
1. GSAT-20 is a ŚiŐŚ-ĐaƉaĐity ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn sateůůite͕ 

aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as CD^-0ϯ Žr '^Ad-E2͘
2. /t is ũŽintůy ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ ďy /nĚian ^ƉaĐe ZesearĐŚ 

KrŐanisaƟŽn ̂ ateůůite Centre anĚ >iƋuiĚ WrŽƉuůsiŽn 
Systems Centre.

3. It will operate in the Ka-band spectrum with 
ŽďũeĐƟǀes ŽĨ ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ ďrŽaĚďanĚ ĐŽnneĐƟǀity 
anĚ Đeůůuůar ďaĐŬŚauů serǀiĐes ĐŽǀerinŐ reŐiŽns 
ŽĨ enƟre /nĚian ŵainůanĚ anĚ tŚe isůanĚ ĐŚains ŽĨ 
AnĚaŵan-EiĐŽďar anĚ >aŬsŚaĚǁeeƉ͘

4. /t is ĨunĚeĚ͕ ŽǁneĚ anĚ ŽƉerateĚ ďy E^/> ;Eeǁ 
^ƉaĐe /nĚia >iŵiteĚͿ͘

Significance of Ka-Band:
1. dŚe Ka-band is part of the microwaves of 

electromagnetic spectrum in the frequency 
ranŐes ŽĨ 2ϲ tŽ 40 ŐiŐaŚertǌ anĚ ǁaǀeůenŐtŚs ĨrŽŵ 
sůiŐŚtůy Žǀer ϭĐŵ tŽ ϳ͘ϱ ŵiůůiŵeters͘ /t aůůŽǁs ŚiŐŚ-
sƉeeĚ sateůůite Ěata transĨers ǁitŚ ǁiĚe ĐŽǀeraŐe͘ 
As ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ ŽtŚer ďanĚs its ĨreƋuenĐies enaďůe 
usinŐ sŵaůůer sateůůite antennas ǁŚiĐŚ reĚuĐes 
Žǀeraůů ĐŽsts ŽĨ estaďůisŚinŐ tŚe ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn 
systeŵ reƋuireĚ ĨŽr ŐŽŽĚ ƉerĨŽrŵanĐe͘

2. Kne ŽĨ tŚe ŵŽst iŵƉŽrtant aĚǀantaŐes ŽĨ usinŐ 
<a ďanĚ ĨreƋuenĐies is its reuse ĐaƉaďiůity tŚrŽuŐŚ 
Ěifferent sƉŽt ďeaŵs ĚireĐteĚ at Ěifferent ůŽĐaƟŽns 
ǁŚiĐŚ Őreatůy enŚanĐes tŚe ĐŽǀeraŐe ĨŽŽtƉrint anĚ 
capacity of sateůůite ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn systeŵs͘ ^Ž͕ 
tŚe Ĩeatures ŽĨ ŚiŐŚ ĨreƋuenĐy͕  ůarŐe ďanĚǁiĚtŚ͕ 
reuse ŽĨ ĨreƋuenĐies ŵaŬes it ǁeůů suiteĚ ĨŽr 
ĐŽnteŵƉŽrary sateůůite-ďaseĚ ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn 
netǁŽrŬs͘

 Reasons for Choosing SpaceX
1. Payload Capacity Limitations: '^Ad-20 s͛ ǁeiŐŚt 

eǆĐeeĚs tŚe ƉayůŽaĚ ĐaƉaĐity ŽĨ /nĚia s͛ ŽƉeraƟŽnaů 
rŽĐŬets͕ ǁitŚ tŚe '^>s ĐaƉaďůe ŽĨ ĚeůiǀerinŐ arŽunĚ 
22ϱ0 ŬŐ tŽ 'dK anĚ tŚe >sDϯ ĐaƉaďůe ŽĨ 4000ŬŐ͕ 
ǁŚiůe '^Ad-20 ǁeiŐŚs 4͕ϳ00ŬŐ͘

2. Foreign Launch Preferences: ,istŽriĐaůůy͕  /nĚia Śas 
reůieĚ Žn �urŽƉean ArianesƉaĐe rŽĐŬets ĨŽr Śeaǀier 
ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn sateůůites͘ ,Žǁeǀer͕  ǁitŚ tŚe Ariane 
ϱ s͛ reƟreŵent anĚ Ěeůays in Ariane ϲ͕ ^ƉaĐey s͛ &aůĐŽn 
ϵ eŵerŐes as tŚe ǀiaďůe aůternaƟǀe͘
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SpaceX Falcon 9’s Advantages
1. Reusable Rocket Technology: &aůĐŽn ϵ s͛ reusaďiůity 

Žffers a ĐŽst-effeĐƟǀe sŽůuƟŽn ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ 
eǆƉenĚaďůe rŽĐŬets͕ aůiŐninŐ ǁitŚ tŚe ŐůŽďaů sŚiŌ 
tŽǁarĚs sustainaďůe sƉaĐe eǆƉůŽraƟŽn͘

 ISRO’s Future Endeavors
1. Semi-Cryogenic Engine Development: ISRO is 

ĚeǀeůŽƉinŐ a seŵi-ĐryŽŐeniĐ enŐine tŽ enŚanĐe 
tŚe >sDϯ rŽĐŬet s͛ ůiŌinŐ ƉŽǁer͕  aiŵinŐ ĨŽr Śeaǀier 
ƉayůŽaĚs͘ ,Žǁeǀer͕  reĐent setďaĐŬs Śaǀe ĚeůayeĚ its 
ŽƉeraƟŽnaůisaƟŽn͘

2. Next Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV): ISRO 
is aůsŽ ǁŽrŬinŐ Žn tŚe E'>s͕ a ƉarƟaůůy reusaďůe 
rŽĐŬet ǁitŚ aŵďiƟŽns ĨŽr Śeaǀy-ůiŌ ĐaƉaďiůiƟes anĚ 
interplanetary missions.

 Conclusion
 /nĚia s͛ ĚeĐisiŽn tŽ enŐaŐe ^ƉaĐey ĨŽr tŚe '^Ad-20 
ůaunĐŚ unĚersĐŽres tŚe ƉraŐŵaƟĐ aƉƉrŽaĐŚ tŽǁarĚs 
ŽǀerĐŽŵinŐ Đurrent ůiŵitaƟŽns in ƉayůŽaĚ ĐaƉaĐity anĚ 
ensurinŐ Ɵŵeůy ĚeƉůŽyŵent ŽĨ ĐriƟĐaů ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn 
inĨrastruĐture͘ dŚis ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts tŚe ŐůŽďaů 
nature ŽĨ sƉaĐe eǆƉůŽraƟŽn anĚ tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe ŽĨ 
ůeǀeraŐinŐ internaƟŽnaů ĐaƉaďiůiƟes tŽ aĐŚieǀe aŵďiƟŽus 
space missions.

3.   INDIA’S  1ST  MULTI-WAVELENGTH  
ASTRONOMY  MISSION:  ASTROSAT

1. AstrŽ^at͕ /nĚia s͛ ƉiŽneerinŐ sƉaĐe teůesĐŽƉe͕ Śas 
aĐŚieǀeĚ a reŵarŬaďůe sĐienƟĮĐ ďreaŬtŚrŽuŐŚ ďy 
ŵeasurinŐ y-ray ƉŽůarisaƟŽn ĨrŽŵ CyŐnus y-ϭ͘

2. ŵarŬinŐ tŚe Įrst Ɵŵe suĐŚ a Ĩeat Śas ďeen 
aĐĐŽŵƉůisŚeĚ͘ 

3. dŚis ĚisĐŽǀery ŽƉens neǁ aǀenues ĨŽr unĚerstanĚinŐ 
tŚe ŵysteriŽus enǀirŽnŵents surrŽunĚinŐ ďůaĐŬ 
holes.

Black Holes:
�ůaĐŬ ŚŽůes are reŐiŽn in sƉaĐe ǁŚere Őraǀity is sŽ 
eǆtreŵe tŽ Ɖreǀent tŚe esĐaƉe ŽĨ any Ĩast-ŵŽǀinŐ 
ƉarƟĐůes eǀen ůiŐŚt͘

About AstroSat:
ůaunĐŚeĚ in 2015 ďy W^>s-y> tŽ >�0 ;>Žǁ �artŚ KrďitͿ͕ 
ĨŽr tŚe sĐienƟĮĐ ŽďũeĐƟǀes tŽ stuĚy tŚe uniǀerse͕ tŽ 
unĚerstanĚ tŚe ŚiŐŚ enerŐy ƉrŽĐesses in star systeŵs͕ 
tŽ ĚeteĐt neǁ y-ray sŽurĐes in tŚe sŬy͘ /t enaďůes 
tŚe siŵuůtaneŽus ŵuůƟ-ǁaǀeůenŐtŚ ŽďserǀaƟŽns ŽĨ 
ǀariŽus astrŽnŽŵiĐaů ŽďũeĐts͘

Cygnus X-1: A Brief Overview
1. CyŐnus y-ϭ͕ discovered in 1964͕ is a ŐaůaĐƟĐ y-ray 

sŽurĐe anĚ aůsŽ is Žne ŽĨ tŚe Įrst ĐŽnĮrŵeĚ ďůaĐŬ 
ŚŽůe in Žur Őaůaǆy͕  is aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy ϲ͕0ϳ0 ůiŐŚt years 
aǁay ĨrŽŵ eartŚ it is Žne ŽĨ tŚe ŵŽst stuĚieĚ ŽďũeĐts 
in its class. 

2. teiŐŚinŐ 20 Ɵŵes ŵŽre tŚan tŚe ^un͘
3. CyŐnus y-ϭ ĨŽrŵs a ďinary systeŵ ǁitŚ a suƉerŐiant 

star͕  ůeaĚinŐ tŽ tŚe ĐreaƟŽn ŽĨ an aĐĐreƟŽn ĚisŬ ĨrŽŵ 
tŚe star s͛ ŵateriaů sƉiraůinŐ intŽ tŚe ďůaĐŬ ŚŽůe͕ ǁŚiĐŚ 
reůeases sŽŌ y-rays͘

The Achievement of AstroSat
1. dŚe ŽďserǀaƟŽns ŵaĚe ďy AstrŽ^at s͛ CaĚŵiuŵ 

�inĐ deůůuriĚe /ŵaŐer ;C�d/Ϳ nŽt Žnůy ŚiŐŚůiŐŚt tŚe 
intensity anĚ enerŐy ŽĨ y-ray raĚiaƟŽns ďut aůsŽ sŚŽǁ 
tŚe ƉŽůarisaƟŽn ĐŚaraĐterisƟĐs͘ 

2. dŚis ĐruĐiaů Ěata ƉrŽǀiĚes insiŐŚts intŽ tŚe ďůaĐŬ ŚŽůe s͛ 
ŐeŽŵetry anĚ ŽtŚer intrinsiĐ ƉrŽƉerƟes͘

The Significance of X-ray Polarisation
1. y-ray ƉŽůarisaƟŽn reĨers tŽ tŚe ŽrientaƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe 

ŽsĐiůůaƟnŐ eůeĐtriĐ ĮeůĚ ǁitŚin y-ray raĚiaƟŽns͘ 
2. hnĚerstanĚinŐ tŚis ŽrientaƟŽn͕ inŇuenĐeĚ ďy 

aĐĐeůeraƟnŐ ĐŚarŐeĚ ƉarƟĐůes͕ reǀeaůs eǆtensiǀe 
Ěetaiůs aďŽut tŚe ƉŚenŽŵena ŽĐĐurrinŐ in tŚe ǀiĐinity 
ŽĨ a ďůaĐŬ ŚŽůe͘ 

3. WŽůarisaƟŽn ŵeasureŵent in y-ray ǁaǀeůenŐtŚs 
is nŽtaďůy ĐŚaůůenŐinŐ͕ ŵaŬinŐ AstrŽ^at s͛ 
aĐĐŽŵƉůisŚŵent eǀen ŵŽre siŐniĮĐant͘

Insights from the Discovery
1. dŚis stuĚy Śas ůinŬeĚ tŚe ŚarĚ y-ray raĚiaƟŽn ĚireĐtůy 

tŽ tŚe ďůaĐŬ ŚŽůe ũet for the first time. 
2. dŚe ŚiŐŚ ƉŽůarisaƟŽn ŽďserǀeĚ in tŚe ϭ00-ϯϴ0 Ŭes 

enerŐy ranŐe suŐŐests tŚat tŚe raĚiaƟŽn eŵiƩeĚ 
aďŽǀe ϭ00 Ŭes ůiŬeůy ŽriŐinateĚ ĨrŽŵ tŚe ďůaĐŬ ŚŽůe 
ũet͘ 
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3. dŚis ĐŽnneĐƟŽn ƉrŽǀiĚes ĐruĐiaů insiŐŚts intŽ tŚe 

ŵeĐŚanisŵ ŽĨ raĚiaƟŽn ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn in suĐŚ ĐŽsŵiĐ 
enƟƟes͘

Collaborative Effort and Development
1. dŚe aĐŚieǀeŵent is tŚe resuůt ŽĨ a ĚeĐaĚe-ůŽnŐ effŽrt 

inǀŽůǀinŐ ŵuůƟƉůe /nĚian insƟtuƟŽns͕ ŚiŐŚůiŐŚƟnŐ 
tŚe ĐŽůůaďŽraƟǀe sƉirit ǁitŚin tŚe /nĚian sĐienƟĮĐ 
community. 

2. dŚe ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent ŽĨ tŚe neĐessary tŽŽůs tŽ anaůyǌe 
AstrŽ^at Ěata anĚ ŵeasure tŚe ƉŽůarisaƟŽn ŽĨ CyŐnus 
y-ϭ s͛ y-ray reƉresents a siŐniĮĐant ŵiůestŽne in /nĚia s͛ 
astronomical research.

Conclusion
 AstrŽ^at s͛ ĚeteĐƟŽn ŽĨ ƉŽůariseĚ ŚiŐŚ-enerŐy y-rays 
ĨrŽŵ CyŐnus y-ϭ nŽt Žnůy enŚanĐes Žur unĚerstanĚinŐ 
ŽĨ ďůaĐŬ ŚŽůes ďut aůsŽ ĚeŵŽnstrates /nĚia s͛ ŐrŽǁinŐ 
ĐaƉaďiůiƟes in sƉaĐe sĐienĐe anĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͘ dŚis 
ĚisĐŽǀery ƉrŽƉeůs tŚe ŐůŽďaů astrŽƉŚysiĐs ĐŽŵŵunity 
ĨŽrǁarĚ͕ ŽfferinŐ neǁ ƉersƉeĐƟǀes Žn tŚe nature ŽĨ ďůaĐŬ 
ŚŽůes anĚ tŚe ƉrŽĐesses ŽĐĐurrinŐ in tŚeir ƉrŽǆiŵity͘

4.    5th COUNTRY TO LAND ON THE MOON: 
JAPAN

1. /n January͕  2024 JaƉanese sƉaĐeĐraŌ SLIM (Smart 
Lander for Investigating Moon) ůanĚeĚ Žn tŚe ŵŽŽn͕ 
ŵaŬinŐ JaƉan tŚe ϱth country to reach the lunar 
;ŵŽŽnͿ surĨaĐe͘
• dŚe ŽtŚer 4 ĐŽuntries are India, United States, 

Russia, and China.
2. Space Agency͗ JaƉanese AerŽsƉaĐe �ǆƉůŽraƟŽn 

AŐenĐy ;JAyAͿ
3. Mission Objective͗ ^>/D s͛ ůanĚinŐ ůŽĐaƟŽn near 

tŚe ^ŚiŽůi Đrater Žffers ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes tŽ stuĚy tŚe 
ŵŽŽn s͛ ŽriŐins anĚ anaůyǌe its ŐeŽůŽŐiĐaů ĐŽŵƉŽsiƟŽn 
ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ tŽ Śuŵanity s͛ unĚerstanĚinŐ ŽĨ ĐeůesƟaů 
ďŽĚies͘ 

4. Technological Advancements͗ ^>/D uƟůiǌeĚ 
ƉinƉŽint ůanĚinŐ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͕  ĚeŵŽnstraƟnŐ JaƉan s͛ 
aĚǀanĐeŵents in precision landing techniques, 
crucial for future lunar missions.

5. Auxiliary Probes͗ ^>/D aůsŽ Đarries 2 small 
autonomous probes, LEV-1 and LEV-2, aiĚinŐ in Ěata 
reĐŽrĚinŐ anĚ transmission from the lunar surface.

6. Future Implications͗ dŚe suĐĐess ŽĨ ^>/D s͛ ŵissiŽn 
ĐŽuůĚ enŚanĐe JaƉan s͛ stanĚinŐ in tŚe global space 
technology landscape anĚ Ɖaǀe tŚe ǁay ĨŽr ĨurtŚer 
ůunar anĚ Ɖůanetary eǆƉůŽraƟŽn enĚeaǀŽrs͘

Conclusion
 JaƉan s͛ aĐŚieǀeŵent ǁitŚ ^>/D unĚersĐŽres tŚe 
naƟŽn s͛ siŐniĮĐanĐe in ůunar ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ its 
ƉŽtenƟaů as a Ŭey Ɖůayer in Ĩuture sƉaĐe eǆƉůŽraƟŽn 
enĚeaǀŽrs͘

5.    NATIONAL DEEP TECH START-UP POLICY 
1. In January 2024, the Principal Scientific Advisor 

announced to present the NATIONAL DEEP TECH 
START-UP POLICY (NDTSP) for Union Cabinet 
approval.
• This policy is a result of collaborative efforts 

between the Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade and the Office of the 
Principal Scientific Adviser.

2. During Interim Budget speech, the finance minister 
introduced a Rs 1 lakh crore fund intended to provide 
long-term, low-cost, or zero-interest loans for 
research and development projects.
a. Deep tech, also known as deep technology, 

refers to a class of startup businesses that develop 
new offerings based on tangible engineering 
innovation or scientific discoveries and advances. 

b. Deep tech fields such as Artificial Intelligence, 
advanced materials, blockchain, biotechnology, 
robotics, drones, photonics, and quantum 
computing are rapidly transitioning from early 
research to market applications.

3. Objectives of the Policy: to tackle the particular 
challenges faced by technology startups and furnish 
them with a favorable platform for global competition 
and collaboration.

4. Key Areas of Focus in the NDTSP:
a. Sustainable Funding: Creating mechanisms 

for continuous financial support to nurture the 
growth of deep tech startups.

b. Intellectual Property Protection: Establishing 
a robust yet simplified framework to safeguard 
intellectual property, thereby encouraging 
innovation and bolstering startup confidence.
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c. Tax Incentives: Providing tax benefits to stimulate 

investment in research and development within 
the deep tech sector.

d. Supportive Regulations: Developing regulatory 
frameworks that foster the growth of deep tech 
startups while ensuring compliance and safety.

e. Quality Standards: Setting industry benchmarks 
and certifications to guarantee the excellence and 
reliability of deep tech products and services.

f. Talent Development: Investing in the training and 
development of skilled professionals to cultivate a 
talent pool conducive to innovation in deep tech.

g. Collaboration: Facilitating partnerships between 
industry, research institutions, and educational 
establishments to promote knowledge exchange 
and collaborative efforts.

What is the importance of Deep tech?
1. Deep tech holds the potential to tackle complex 

global issues such as climate change, hunger, 
epidemics, energy access, mobility, and cyber 
security. 

2. Deep tech encompasses cutting-edge scientific 
research and technological developments in fields 
like artificial intelligence, biotechnology, quantum 
computing, and more.
• Progress in these areas pushes the boundaries of 

human knowledge and understanding, resulting 
in breakthroughs that benefit society as a whole.

3. Investment in deep tech fuels economic expansion by 
promoting innovation, generating high-value jobs, 
and encouraging entrepreneurship. 

4. Deep tech facilitates the development of advanced 
surveillance systems, biometric identification 
techniques, and predictive analytics tools crucial in 
counterterrorism efforts. 

State of India’s Deep Tech Startups
1. NASSCOM reports indicate that in 2021 alone, deep-

tech startups in India raised USD 2.7 billion in venture 
funding, constituting over 12% of the nation’s entire 
startup landscape.

2. Over the past decade, India’s deep tech ecosystem has 
witnessed a remarkable growth rate of 53%, placing 
it on par with established markets like the US, China, 
Israel, and Europe.

3. Bengaluru leads the charge, hosting 25-30% of India’s 
deep-tech startups. It closely followed by Delhi-NCR 
(15-20%) and Mumbai (10-12%).

4. India possesses the capacity to make substantial 
contributions to the progression of deep tech, thereby 
promoting early adoption, sharing of intellectual 
property, fostering indigenous knowledge 
development, and cultivating self-sufficiency.

Government Efforts in building Deep Tech Start-
up Ecosystem:
A. Promotion of Research and Innovation: 

1. The government is actively promoting research 
and innovation in transformative technology 
domains like mobility, battery storage, and 
quantum technology. 

2. Initiatives such as the National Mission on 
Transformative Mobility and Battery Storage 
and the National Quantum Mission exemplify 
these endeavors.

B. Policy and Programme Linkages: - Currently, 
numerous policies, schemes and initiatives are in 
place to support the various focus areas within the 
Indian Deep Tech Startup ecosystem. Here are some 
examples: -
1. Tamil Nadu Technology Hub (iTNT Hub): Located 

in Chennai, iTNT Hub acts as a central platform 
linking startups in emerging and deep tech fields.

2. TIDE 2.0 Scheme: Supporting tech 
entrepreneurship in India, the TIDE 2.0 
scheme provides financial and technical aid to 
incubators nurturing ICT startups using emerging 
technologies. Over 5 years, 51 incubators 
nationwide will support around 2000 startups, 
with a total investment of Rs 264 crore.

3. Next Generation Incubation Scheme (NGIS): 
Funded by the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY), NGIS focuses 
on supporting innovative startups in software 
product development and embedded electronics. 
It spans 12 Tier-II locations across India.

4. Scientific and Useful Profound Research 
Advancement (SUPRA): A research grant 
from Science and Engineering Research Board 
(SERB), SUPRA supports high-quality proposals 
challenging existing theories and offering 
disruptive solutions across disciplines.
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5. Fund for Industrial Research Engagement (FIRE): 
Co-funded by SERB and industry, FIRE accelerates 
research and innovation in India by supporting 
impactful projects addressing major national 
issues.

6. NECTAR: NECTAR is an autonomous society under 
DST, Government of India. It leverages frontier 
technologies from central scientific departments 
to address socio-economic challenges in the 
Northeast region.

7. National Supercomputing Mission (NSM): 
Launched in 2015, NSM aims to establish India 
as a global leader in supercomputing, providing 
advanced facilities to scientists nationwide 
for research in areas like climate change and 
healthcare.

8. National Quantum Mission (NQM): Initiated in 
2023, NQM seeks to position India as a global 

leader in quantum technologies, facilitating 
cutting-edge research and its application in 
various sectors including healthcare and national 
security.

9. International Initiatives:
a. Indo-US Joint Working Group on Artificial 

Intelligence: Established in 2020 to foster 
collaboration on AI-powered solutions for 
various sectors.

b. Indo-Israel Deep Tech & Life Sciences 
Mission: Launched in 2021 to promote 
collaboration in deep tech and life sciences, 
generating economic and social benefits.

c. Indo-Japan Deep Tech & Startups 
Partnership: Initiated in 2022 to facilitate 
collaboration between India and Japan in 
deep tech and startups, enhancing access to 
markets, talent, and funding.

Challenges faced by Deep Tech Policies and their respective solutions:-

Challenges Solutions 

1. High Risk and Long-term Investment:- 

a) Deep tech projects necessitate significant upfront 

investment in research and development and often require 

years or even decades to materialize into marketable 

products. 

b) This lengthy timeline for returns makes them less appealing 

to conventional investors who seek shorter-term and 

lower-risk ventures.

a) Establish dedicated venture funds or investment 

vehicles specifically tailored for deep tech startups 

to mitigate risk and provide long-term support.

b) Encourage government-backed grants and 

subsidies for deep tech projects to incentivize 

investment and reduce financial burden.

2. Scarcity of Specialized Talent:-

a) Deep tech projects rely on highly skilled researchers, 

engineers, and entrepreneurs, whose expertise is in high 

demand and short supply. 

b) Acquiring and retaining such talent pose challenges for 

deep tech startups, particularly in emerging markets.

a) Develop educational and training programs 

focusing on deep tech fields to bridge the skill gap 

and cultivate a pool of qualified professionals. 

b) Foster partnerships between academia and 

industry to facilitate knowledge transfer and 

talent acquisition.

3. Market Readiness Obstacles: 

a) Regulatory, ethical, social, or environmental barriers may 

impede the adoption and scalability of deep tech projects. 

b) Additionally, educating and convincing potential customers 

and stakeholders about the feasibility and value of these 

solutions can be intricate and unfamiliar.

a) Collaborate with regulatory bodies to streamline 

approval processes and create frameworks that 

support the adoption of deep tech solutions. 

b) Launch awareness campaigns and educational 

initiatives to inform stakeholders about the 

benefits and feasibility of deep tech innovations.



ENSU
RE IA

S

ϲϴ www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

4. Inadequate Research Funding in India
a) Despite a targeted 2% GDP allocation for research, funding 

remains insufficient in India, with current R&D spending 
standing at 0.65% of GDP, well below the global average. 

b) This shortfall undermines India’s competitiveness with 
scientifically advanced nations and signals a concerning 
trend of dwindling support for essential research activities.

a) Advocate for increased government funding for 
research and development, emphasizing the 
importance of deep tech in driving innovation 
and economic growth.

b) Promote public-private partnerships to leverage 
private sector resources and expertise in funding 
research initiatives.

5. Skepticism within the Scientific Community: 
a) Doubts persist within the scientific community regarding 

the efficacy of relying solely on the private sector for 
research funding.

b) Many argue that government funding remains 
indispensable, and expectations for private investment 
may be overly optimistic.

a) Foster open dialogue and collaboration between 
government, industry, and academia to address 
concerns and build trust in the effectiveness of 
private sector involvement in research funding. 

b) Showcase success stories and case studies 
highlighting the positive impact of private 
investment in advancing scientific knowledge and 
innovation.

ϲ͘ Financial Constraints: 
a) Despite governmental emphasis on innovation, budgetary 

increments for key departments are modest. 
b) Departments such as the Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR) and the Department of Space see only 
marginal increases, while others face budget reductions.

a) Allocate a larger portion of the national budget to 
scientific research and development, prioritizing 
funding for key departments and initiatives

b) Implement measures to improve budget 
allocation efficiency and reduce bureaucratic red 
tape in the disbursement of funds.

ϳ͘ Bureaucratic Hurdles: 
a) Even when funds are available, bureaucratic delays and 

obstacles often impede their efficient distribution. 
b) Complex administrative procedures contribute to 

interruptions in project funding, hindering the progress of 
research endeavors.

a) Streamline administrative procedures and create 
dedicated support structures to facilitate the 
application and approval process for research 
funding. 

b) Provide training and resources to government 
officials to enhance their understanding of deep 
tech projects and expedite decision-making 
processes.

 /n ĐŽnĐůusiŽn͕ tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ annŽunĐeŵent ŽĨ a Zs ϭ ůaŬŚ ĐrŽre ĨunĚ ĨŽr ZΘ�͕ ĐŽuƉůeĚ ǁitŚ iniƟaƟǀes tŽ ďŽůster 
ĚeeƉ-teĐŚ ĐaƉaďiůiƟes͕ ŵarŬs a siŐniĮĐant ŵiůestŽne in /nĚia s͛ innŽǀaƟŽn ũŽurney͘ 
 ,Žǁeǀer͕  aĚĚressinŐ reŵaininŐ ĐŚaůůenŐes reƋuires ĐareĨuů aƩenƟŽn anĚ ĐŽnĐerteĚ effŽrts ĨrŽŵ aůů staŬeŚŽůĚers

6.   NEURALINK IMPLANTS BRAIN CHIP IN 1st HUMAN
 In January 2024, Neuralink Śas aĐŚieǀeĚ a siŐniĮĐant ŵiůestŽne ďy suĐĐessĨuůůy implanting a brain chip in its 1st 
human patient.
1. dŚe Įrst ƉrŽĚuĐt ĨrŽŵ EeuraůinŬ͕ naŵeĚ Telepathy͕ is ĚesiŐneĚ tŽ ďeneĮt inĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁŚŽ Śaǀe ůŽst ůiŵďs͘
2.  dŚe ĐŽŵƉany ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ ǀariŽus eǆtensiǀe tests Žn aniŵaůs͕ ĚeŵŽnstraƟnŐ tŚe aďiůity ŽĨ ŵŽnŬeys tŽ Ɖůay ĐŽŵƉuter 

games using their brains.

About Neuralink:
1. /t ĨŽĐuses Žn ĚeǀeůŽƉinŐ brain-computer interfaces (�C/sͿ tŽ assist inĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁitŚ trauŵaƟĐ inũuries in ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ 

computers solely through their thoughts.
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2. /t is estaďůisŚeĚ in 20ϭϲ ďy �ůŽn DusŬ͕ it aiŵs tŽ 

enŚanĐe Śuŵan aďiůiƟes siŐniĮĐantůy ďy aĚĚressinŐ 
neurŽůŽŐiĐaů ĐŽnĚiƟŽns like Parkinson’s.

Brain Implants:
1. �rain iŵƉůants estaďůisŚ a ĚireĐt ĐŽnneĐƟŽn ďetǁeen 

tŚe ďrain anĚ eǆternaů teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͕  turninŐ ďrain 
siŐnaůs intŽ ĐŽŵŵanĚs ĨŽr ĚeǀiĐes suĐŚ as ĐŽŵƉuters͕ 
arƟĮĐiaů ůiŵďs͕ Žr rŽďŽts͘

2. Functionality͗ �ůeĐtrŽĚes strateŐiĐaůůy ƉůaĐeĚ tŽ 
ĐatĐŚ ďrain aĐƟǀity͕  transůaƟnŐ it intŽ aĐƟŽnaďůe 
ĐŽŵŵanĚs͘

Applications of Brain Implants:
1. Brain-Computer Interfaces (BCI) for Communication: 

/nĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁitŚ seǀere ŵŽtŽr ĚisaďiůiƟes ĐŽuůĚ use 
this to control computers or communicate directly 
through thought, enhancing their ability to interact 
ǁitŚ tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘

2. Medical Treatment: �ffeĐƟǀe in treaƟnŐ neurŽůŽŐiĐaů 
ĐŽnĚiƟŽns like Parkinson’s disease and epilepsy.

3. Cognitive Enhancement: /t ŚŽůĚs tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů 
tŽ iŵƉrŽǀe ůearninŐ͕ ŵeŵŽry͕  anĚ inĨŽrŵaƟŽn 
processing.

4. Mind-Controlled Devices: /t ĐŽuůĚ enaďůe ďeƩer 
ĐŽntrŽů ŽĨ ƉrŽstŚeƟĐ ůiŵďs Žr rŽďŽƟĐ ĚeǀiĐes͕ 
aůůŽǁinŐ inĚiǀiĚuaůs tŽ ĐŽntrŽů ŽďũeĐts anĚ ƉerĨŽrŵ 
tasŬs ǁitŚ Őreater ƉreĐisiŽn͘

5. Restoration of Sensory Functions: /t ĐŽuůĚ ŚeůƉ 
restŽre ǀisiŽn ďy ĐŽnneĐƟnŐ tŚe ďrain ĚireĐtůy tŽ 
ǀisuaů ƉrŽstŚeƟĐs͘ AnĚ aůsŽ it ŵiŐŚt ďe useĚ tŽ 
restore hearing by interfacing with cochlear implants 
Žr ŽtŚer auĚitŽry ĚeǀiĐes͘

Challenges:
1. Ethical Concerns: dŚe inǀasiǀe nature ŽĨ ďrain 

iŵƉůants raises etŚiĐaů ƋuesƟŽns reůateĚ tŽ ƉriǀaĐy͕  
ĐŽnsent͕ anĚ ƉŽtenƟaů ŵisuse ŽĨ tŚe teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͘

2. Opposition from Animal Rights Groups: Concerns 
raiseĚ ďy ǀariŽus ŐrŽuƉs suĐŚ as tŚe WŚysiĐians 
CŽŵŵiƩee ĨŽr ZesƉŽnsiďůe DeĚiĐine reŐarĚinŐ 
Ɖriŵate tesƟnŐ͘

3. Safety and Reliability: YuesƟŽns aďŽut tŚe saĨety anĚ 
reůiaďiůity ŽĨ ďrain iŵƉůants͕ neĐessitaƟnŐ riŐŽrŽus 
tesƟnŐ tŽ Ɖreǀent ŐůitĐŚes Žr ŵaůĨunĐƟŽns͘

4. Privacy and Security: WŽtenƟaů ĐŚaůůenŐes in Ěata 
ƉriǀaĐy͕  reƋuirinŐ ŵeasures tŽ ƉrŽteĐt neuraů 
inĨŽrŵaƟŽn ĨrŽŵ unautŚŽriǌeĚ aĐĐess͘

5. Technical Hurdles͗ �eǀeůŽƉinŐ a reůiaďůe anĚ saĨe 
ďrainʹŵaĐŚine interĨaĐe ƉŽses siŐniĮĐant teĐŚniĐaů 
ĐŚaůůenŐes͘ �nsurinŐ ůŽnŐ-terŵ staďiůity͕  ŵiniŵiǌinŐ 
tŚe risŬ ŽĨ inĨeĐƟŽn͕ anĚ aĚĚressinŐ ƉŽtenƟaů siĚe 
effeĐts are ĐruĐiaů͘

6. Regulatory Approval͗ EeuraůinŬ s͛ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy 
inǀŽůǀes ŵeĚiĐaů anĚ teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů innŽǀaƟŽns tŚat 
ǁŽuůĚ reƋuire reŐuůatŽry aƉƉrŽǀaů͘ EaǀiŐaƟnŐ tŚe 
reŐuůatŽry ůanĚsĐaƉe ĨŽr suĐŚ nŽǀeů teĐŚnŽůŽŐies Đan 
ďe a ůenŐtŚy anĚ ĐŽŵƉůeǆ ƉrŽĐess͘

Conclusion: tŚiůe EeuraůinŬ s͛ aĚǀanĐeŵents sŚŽǁ 
ƉrŽŵise͕ aĚĚressinŐ ĐŚaůůenŐes reůateĚ tŽ etŚiĐaů 
ĐŽnĐerns͕ saĨety͕  anĚ ƉriǀaĐy is ĐruĐiaů ĨŽr tŚe resƉŽnsiďůe 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ aƉƉůiĐaƟŽn ŽĨ ďrain-ĐŽŵƉuter interĨaĐe 
technologies.

7. INDIA’S 1ST GRAPHENE CENTRE: KERALA
1. ZeĐentůy͕  Deitz ^eĐretary ůaunĐŚeĚ a Centre ŽĨ 

�ǆĐeůůenĐe ;CŽ�Ϳ in /nteůůiŐent /nternet ŽĨ dŚinŐs 
;//ŽdͿ ^ensŽrs anĚ /nĚia s͛ ϭst ŐraƉŚene Đentre - /nĚia 
/nnŽǀaƟŽn Centre ĨŽr 'raƉŚene ;//C'Ϳ in <eraůa͘

2. //C' is a ũŽint ǀenture ŽĨ tŚe �iŐitaů hniǀersity ŽĨ 
<eraůa͕ Centre ĨŽr Dateriaůs ĨŽr �ůeĐtrŽniĐs deĐŚnŽůŽŐy 
;C-D�dͿ anĚ data ^teeů >iŵiteĚ ĨunĚeĚ ďy Deitz͘

3. //C' aiŵs tŽ ĨŽster ZesearĐŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ 
ƉrŽĚuĐt innŽǀaƟŽn anĚ ĐaƉaĐity ďuiůĚinŐ in tŚe area 
ŽĨ 'raƉŚene anĚ tǁŽ-ĚiŵensiŽnaů ŵateriaůs ;2�DͿ͘ 
• It will also support the Graphene-Aurora 

program of the MeitY. 
o dŚis ƉrŽŐraŵŵe aiŵs tŽ Įůů tŚe ŐaƉ 

ďetǁeen ZesearĐŚ Θ �eǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ 
ĐŽŵŵerĐiaůiǌaƟŽn ďy ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ a ĐŽŵƉůete 
ĨaĐiůity tŽ startuƉ anĚ inĚustry͘

India Innovation Centre for Graphene (IICG)
1. Establishment͗ //C' ŵarŬs /nĚia s͛ Ɖreŵier ŐraƉŚene 

researĐŚ Śuď͕ ĨŽrŵeĚ tŚrŽuŐŚ tŚe ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn 
ďetǁeen tŚe �iŐitaů hniǀersity ŽĨ <eraůa͕ Centre ĨŽr 
Dateriaůs ĨŽr �ůeĐtrŽniĐs deĐŚnŽůŽŐy ;C-D�dͿ͕ anĚ 
data ^teeů >iŵiteĚ͕ ǁitŚ ĮnanĐiaů suƉƉŽrt ĨrŽŵ DeitY.
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2. Objectives͗ dŚe Đenter is ĚeĚiĐateĚ tŽ aĚǀanĐinŐ 

researĐŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ ƉrŽĚuĐt innŽǀaƟŽn͕ 
anĚ ĐaƉaĐity ďuiůĚinŐ in ŐraƉŚene anĚ tǁŽ-
ĚiŵensiŽnaů ŵateriaůs ;2�DͿ͘ /t suƉƉŽrts tŚe Deitz s͛ 
'raƉŚene-AurŽra ƉrŽŐraŵ͕ ǁŚiĐŚ aiŵs tŽ ďriĚŐe 
tŚe ŐaƉ ďetǁeen researĐŚ anĚ ŵarŬet ďy ŽfferinŐ 
ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe ĨaĐiůiƟes tŽ startuƉs anĚ inĚustries͘

ZesearĐŚers in 'eŽrŐia Śaǀe ĐreateĚ tŚe world’s first 
functional semiconductor ŵaĚe ĨrŽŵ ŐraƉŚene
anĚ it is aůsŽ ĨŽr tŚe Įrst-Ɵŵe ŐraƉŚene Śas sŚŽǁeĚ 
band gap property.
About Band Gap:
�anĚ 'aƉ is a ĐruĐiaů eůeĐtrŽniĐ ƉrŽƉerty tŚat aůůŽǁs 
seŵiĐŽnĚuĐtŽrs tŽ sǁitĐŚ Žn anĚ Žff͘

What is Graphene?
1. Origin͗ 'raƉŚene ĐŽŵes ĨrŽŵ ŐraƉŚite͕ tŚe saŵe 

ŵateriaů useĚ in ƉenĐiů ůeaĚ͘ A Ɵny ƉieĐe ŽĨ ŐraƉŚite͕ 
ũust ϭŵŵ tŚiĐŬ͕ Đan ĐŽntain uƉ tŽ ϯ ŵiůůiŽn ůayers ŽĨ 
graphene.

2. Structure͗ 'raƉŚene is a sinŐůe ůayer ŽĨ ĐarďŽn atŽŵs 
ƟŐŚtůy ďŽunĚ in a ŚeǆaŐŽnaů ;ŚŽneyĐŽŵďͿ ƉaƩern͘ 
/t is an aůůŽtrŽƉe ŽĨ ĐarďŽn͕ ŵeaninŐ it s͛ ĐarďŽn in a 
Ěifferent ĨŽrŵ͕ ũust Žne atŽŵ tŚiĐŬ͘

3. Production͗ /t Đan ďe ƉrŽĚuĐeĚ ďy ŚeaƟnŐ sƉeĐiĮĐ 
ŵateriaůs ůiŬe interĐaůateĚ ŐraƉŚite͕ ĐŽaů tar͕  Žr sŚeůůaĐ 
in an inert atmosphere.

Properties of Graphene
1. Strength͗ /t s͛ 200 Ɵŵes strŽnŐer tŚan steeů ďut ϲ 

Ɵŵes ůiŐŚter͘
2. Thermal Conductivity͗ titŚ tŚerŵaů ĐŽnĚuĐƟǀity as 

ŚiŐŚ as ϱ000 tͬŵͬ<͕ ŐraƉŚene is suƉeriŽr tŽ ŵŽst 
materials in heat management.

3. Electrical Conductivity͗ /ts eůeĐtriĐaů ĐŽnĚuĐƟǀity 
eǆĐeeĚs tŚat ŽĨ ĐŽƉƉer͕  ŵaŬinŐ it iĚeaů ĨŽr eůeĐtrŽniĐ 
aƉƉůiĐaƟŽns͘

4. Other Notable Properties͗ 'raƉŚene is aůsŽ ŚiŐŚůy 
transƉarent͕ Ňeǆiďůe͕ iŵƉerŵeaďůe tŽ Őases͕ 
ĐŚeŵiĐaůůy staďůe͕ ďiŽĐŽŵƉaƟďůe͕ anĚ Śas a ůarŐe 
surface area.

Applications of Graphene
'raƉŚene s͛ uniƋue ƉrŽƉerƟes Śaǀe tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů tŽ 
reǀŽůuƟŽniǌe ǀariŽus seĐtŽrs͕ inĐůuĚinŐ͗

1. Electronics͗ &Žr ŵaŬinŐ Ĩaster anĚ ŵŽre eĸĐient 
ĚeǀiĐes͘

2. Energy Storage͗ /n tŚe ĨŽrŵ ŽĨ ďaƩeries anĚ 
suƉerĐaƉaĐitŽrs tŚat ĐŚarŐe ƋuiĐŬůy anĚ ŚŽůĚ ŵŽre 
power.

3. Materials Reinforcement͗ dŽ iŵƉrŽǀe strenŐtŚ anĚ 
reĚuĐe ǁeiŐŚt in ŵateriaůs useĚ in aerŽsƉaĐe anĚ 
autŽŵŽƟǀe inĚustries͘

4. Thermal Management͗ hseĚ in eůeĐtrŽniĐ ĚeǀiĐes ĨŽr 
ďeƩer Śeat ĚissiƉaƟŽn͘

5. Sensors͗ &Žr ĚeteĐƟnŐ Őases͕ ĐŚeŵiĐaůs͕ anĚ 
ďiŽůŽŐiĐaů ŵŽůeĐuůes ǁitŚ ŚiŐŚ sensiƟǀity͘

6. Biomedical Devices͗ /n ĚruŐ Ěeůiǀery systeŵs͕ 
ďiŽsensŽrs͕ anĚ iŵaŐinŐ ĚeǀiĐes͘

7. Water Filtration: &Žr ŵŽre eĸĐient ǁater ƉuriĮĐaƟŽn͕ 
ĚesaůinaƟŽn͕ anĚ ĮůtraƟŽn ƉrŽĐesses͘

8. Coatings and Films: &Žr anƟ-ĐŽrrŽsiŽn͕ anƟ-ĨŽŐŐinŐ͕ 
anĚ ƉrŽteĐƟǀe aƉƉůiĐaƟŽns͘

Conclusion and Future Outlook
dŚe estaďůisŚŵent ŽĨ tŚe /nĚia /nnŽǀaƟŽn Centre ĨŽr 
'raƉŚene ;//C'Ϳ is a siŐniĮĐant steƉ tŽǁarĚ ƉŽsiƟŽninŐ 
/nĚia as a ůeaĚer in ŐraƉŚene researĐŚ͘ titŚ ŽnŐŽinŐ 
researĐŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ ŐraƉŚene ĐŽnƟnues tŽ 
ƉrŽŵise ďreaŬtŚrŽuŐŚs in ŵuůƟƉůe inĚustries͕ sŚŽǁĐasinŐ 
/nĚia s͛ ĐŽŵŵitŵent tŽ innŽǀaƟŽn anĚ strateŐiĐ use ŽĨ 
ŐraƉŚene s͛ transĨŽrŵaƟǀe ƉŽtenƟaů͘

8.   KERALA’S 1st SILICON-PROVEN KAIRALI 
AI CHIP

1. In January 2024, Digital University Kerala has launched 
the Kairali AI Chip, a groundbreaking achievement in 
the field of artificial intelligence (AI). 

2. This is Kerala’s first silicon-proven AI chip, designed 
to enhance technological capabilities across various 
sectors.

What is a Kairali AI Chip?
1. The Kairali AI Chip utilizes edge intelligence (edge AI), 

which enhances performance and reduces power 
consumption for diverse applications.

2. Edge AI means AI operations are performed on local 
devices instead of relying on centralized data centers, 
enabling quicker and more efficient data processing 
while safeguarding user data privacy and security.
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Applications:
1. Agriculture: Facilitates precision farming by 

monitoring crop health and environmental conditions 
in real-time, leading to better resource management 
and yield.

2. Mobile Industry: Enhances smartphone 
functionalities, offering features like real-time 
language translation, improved photo processing, and 
AI-powered assistants.

3. Drones and Aerospace: Improves navigation and 
decision-making in drones and satellites, essential for 
environmental monitoring and delivery services.

4. Automobiles: Powers autonomous vehicles by 
processing sensory information in real-time, crucial 
for safety and efficiency.

Understanding AI Chips
1. About: -

a. AI chips are designed with specialized architecture 
to support deep learning and AI applications, 
enabling faster, more efficient data analysis and 
interpretation.

b. Deep Learning involves training Deep Neural 
Networks (DNNs) to learn from data, which can 
then be used to make predictions on new, unseen 
data.

2. Functions of AI Chips: They simulate human brain 
activity, learning from data during a training phase 
and applying this knowledge to make predictions.

3. Types of AI Chips: Application-Specific Integrated 
Circuits (ASICs), Field-Programmable Gate Arrays 
(FPGAs), Central Processing Units (CPUs), and GPUs.

4. Benefits of AI Chips:
a. Faster Computation: Offers parallel processing 

capabilities for running sophisticated models and 
algorithms.

b. High Bandwidth Memory: Provides significantly more 
bandwidth for efficient AI application performance.

 Differences: Cloud AI vs. Edge AI, and Tradition-
al Chips vs. AI Chips
 Cloud AI vs. Edge AI:
1. Cloud AI processes data in remote servers, 

possibly leading to higher latency and bandwidth 
requirements, while Edge AI processes data locally 
on devices, reducing latency and bandwidth needs 
and enhancing data privacy and security.

 Traditional Chips vs. AI Chips:
1. Traditional Chips are general-purpose processors, 

whereas AI Chips are optimized for AI tasks, offering 
higher energy efficiency and performance for AI 
applications but may be less versatile for general 
computing.

9.   ‘HAVISURE’: INDIA’S FIRST ‘HEPATITIS 
A’ VACCINE

1. In January 2024, Havisure-India’s first indigenously 
developed ‘Hepatitis A’ vaccine launched.

2. ,aǀisure was developed by Indian Immunologicals 
Ltd (IIL), a ǁŚŽůůy-ŽǁneĚ suďsiĚiary ŽĨ EaƟŽnaů �airy 
�eǀeůŽƉŵent �ŽarĚ ;E���Ϳ͘ 

3. It is a 2-dose vaccine.
• dŚe 1st dose Őiǀen tŽ tŚŽse aďŽǀe ϭ2 ŵŽntŚs ŽĨ 

aŐe anĚ tŚe 2nd dose is aĚŵinistereĚ at ůeast siǆ 
months later.

4. dŚe ǀaĐĐine is aĚǀiseĚ ĨŽr rŽuƟne iŵŵuniǌaƟŽn in 
ĐŚiůĚren anĚ inĚiǀiĚuaůs at risŬ Ěue tŽ eǆƉŽsure Žr 
traǀeů tŽ reŐiŽns ǁitŚ ŚiŐŚ ŚeƉaƟƟs A ƉreǀaůenĐe͘
• AĚĚiƟŽnaůůy͕  inĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁitŚ ŽĐĐuƉaƟŽnaů 

inĨeĐƟŽn risŬs anĚ tŚŽse sufferinŐ ĨrŽŵ ĐŚrŽniĐ 
ůiǀer Ěiseases Đan aůsŽ reĐeiǀe ,eƉaƟƟs A 
ǀaĐĐinaƟon.

About HEPATITIS
How it spreads Prevention Treatment

1. CŽntaŵinateĚ ĨŽŽĚ Žr ǁater a. saĐĐine
b. WraĐƟĐe ŐŽŽĚ ŚyŐine

•	 NO specific medication available 
•	 dreateĚ tŚrŽuŐŚ suƉƉŽrƟǀe Đare 

;rest͕ aĚeƋuate nutriƟŽn anĚ 
ŇuiĚsͿ tŽ ŚeůƉ reůieǀe syŵƉtŽŵs  



ENSU
RE IA

S

ϳ2 www.ensureias.comContact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS

2. dŚrŽuŐŚ ĐŽntaĐt ǁitŚ tŚe ďůŽŽĚ 
Žr ďŽĚiůy ŇuiĚs ŽĨ an inĨeĐteĚ 
person

a. saĐĐine
b. WraĐƟĐe saĨe seǆ
c. �ůŽŽĚ sĐreeninŐ

•	 CŽŵďinaƟŽn anƟǀiraů tŚeraƉies 
;ǁitŚ denŽĨŽǀir Žr denŽĨŽǀir Ɖůus 
ůaŵiǀuĚineͿ

3. �ůŽŽĚ-tŽ-ďůŽŽĚ ĐŽntaĐt a. WraĐƟĐe saĨe seǆ
b. AǀŽiĚ sŚarinŐ neeĚůes͕ tŽŽtŚďrusŚes͕ 

raǌŽrs Žr naiů sĐissŽrs

•	 CŽŵďinaƟŽn tŚeraƉies ǁitŚ ĚireĐt 
aĐƟnŐ anƟǀiraůs ;�AAsͿ

4. CŽntaĐt ǁitŚ inĨeĐteĚ ďůŽŽĚ 
;Žnůy ŽĐĐurs in ƉeŽƉůe aůreaĚy 
inĨeĐteĚ ǁitŚ ,eƉaƟƟs �

a. ,eƉaƟƟs � saĐĐine
b. AǀŽiĚ sŚarinŐ neeĚůes͕ tŽŽtŚďrusŚes͕ 

raǌŽrs Žr naiů sĐissŽrs
 

•	 /nterĨerŽn ;A naturaů suďstanĐe 
tŚat ŚeůƉs tŚe ďŽĚy s͛ iŵŵune 
systeŵ ĮŐŚt inĨeĐƟŽn anĚ ŽtŚer 
ĚiseasesͿ

What is Hepatitis A ?

1. /t s͛ a ǀiraů inĨeĐƟŽn Ɖriŵariůy ĐausinŐ ůiǀer 

inŇaŵŵaƟŽn͘

2. dŚe inĨeĐƟŽn Đan eitŚer ďe aĐute ;sŚŽrt-terŵͿ Žr 

ĐŚrŽniĐ ;ůŽnŐ-terŵͿ͘

3. dransŵissiŽn ŽĐĐurs tŚrŽuŐŚ ĐŽnsuŵinŐ 

cŽntaŵinateĚ ĨŽŽĚ Žr ǁater͕  Žr ĐůŽse ĐŽntaĐt ǁitŚ an 

inĨeĐteĚ ƉersŽn͘
4. CŽŵŵŽn syŵƉtŽŵs inĐůuĚe Ĩeǀer͕  ĨaƟŐue͕ nausea͕ 

aďĚŽŵinaů Ɖain͕ anĚ ũaunĚiĐe ;yeůůŽǁinŐ ŽĨ tŚe sŬin 
anĚ eyesͿ͘

5. AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ t,K͕ tŚere s͛ nŽ sƉeĐiĮĐ treatŵent 
ĨŽr ŚeƉaƟƟs A͘ ZeĐŽǀery ĨrŽŵ syŵƉtŽŵs ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ 
inĨeĐƟŽn ŵay ďe sůŽǁ͕ sƉanninŐ seǀeraů ǁeeŬs Žr 
months.

Hepatitis Prevention Initiatives
1. National Viral Hepatitis Control Program 2019: 

A naƟŽnaů ƉrŽŐraŵ ǁitŚ tŚe aiŵ ŽĨ eliminating 
Hepatitis C in /nĚia ďy 2030.

2. Mission Indradhanush 2014: WrŽǀiĚes vaccination 
against Hepatitis B aůŽnŐ ǁitŚ seǀen ŽtŚer 
inĨeĐƟŽns͘ /t ĐŽntriďutes tŽ tŚe ďrŽaĚer sƉeĐtruŵ ŽĨ 
immunization efforts.

10.   NEW TREATMENT REGIMEN FOR 
LEPROSY

1. In January 2024, the Indian government Śas ŐranteĚ 
aƉƉrŽǀaů ĨŽr a neǁ treatŵent reŐiŵen ĚesiŐneĚ tŽ 
accelerate the elimination of leprosy in the country. 

2. dŚis ĚeĐisiŽn͕ rŽŽteĚ in tŚe ůatest ŐůŽďaů sĐienƟĮĐ 

researĐŚ anĚ suƉƉŽrteĚ ďy tŚe World Health 
Organization (WHO)͕ aiŵs tŽ sŚiŌ ĨrŽŵ a 2-drug 
regimen to a 3-drug regimen for Pauci-Bacillary (PB) 
leprosy cases.

About Leprosy
1. Cause: >eƉrŽsy͕  aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as Hansen’s disease, is 

a ĐŚrŽniĐ inĨeĐƟŽus ĐŽnĚiƟŽn ĐauseĚ ďy tŚe ďaĐteria 
Mycobacterium leprae.

2. Affects: /t Ɖriŵariůy iŵƉaĐts tŚe sŬin͕ ƉeriƉŚeraů 
nerǀes͕ ŵuĐŽsa ŽĨ tŚe uƉƉer resƉiratŽry traĐt͕ anĚ 
eyes.

3. Transmission Mode: dransŵissiŽn ŽĐĐurs tŚrŽuŐŚ 
ĚrŽƉůets ĨrŽŵ tŚe nŽse anĚ ŵŽutŚ ĚurinŐ ĐůŽse 
ĐŽntaĐt ǁitŚ untreateĚ Đases͘

4. Treatment: >eƉrŽsy is Đuraďůe ǁitŚ multidrug therapy, 
ĐŽnsisƟnŐ ŽĨ tŚree ĚruŐs͗ dapsone, rifampicin, and 
clofazimine͕ as reĐŽŵŵenĚeĚ ďy tŚe tŽrůĚ ,eaůtŚ 
KrŐaniǌaƟŽn ;t,KͿ͘

5. Classification: &Žr treatŵent ƉurƉŽses͕ ůeƉrŽsy is 

ĐůassiĮeĚ intŽ tǁŽ tyƉes͗

a. Pauci-Bacillary (PB): &eǁer ǀisiďůe ďaĐteria͕ anĚ 

nŽ siŐns ŽĨ aĚǀanĐeĚ Ěisease in ďiŽƉsies͘

b. Multibacillary (MB): sisiďůe ďaĐteria͕ anĚ ŵay 

sŚŽǁ siŐns ŽĨ ŵŽre aĚǀanĐeĚ Ěisease in ďiŽƉsies͘

New Treatment Regimen:

1. Objective: dŚe Ɖriŵary ŽďũeĐƟǀe is tŽ Đease 

tŚe transŵissiŽn ŽĨ ůeƉrŽsy at tŚe suď-naƟŽnaů 

ůeǀeů by 2027͕ aůiŐninŐ ǁitŚ tŚe hE s͛ ^ustainaďůe 

�eǀeůŽƉŵent 'Žaůs͕ aĐĐŽŵƉůisŚinŐ tŚis tŚree years 

aŚeaĚ ŽĨ sĐŚeĚuůe͘
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2. Transition from Two to Three Drugs: dŚe Dinistry ŽĨ 

,eaůtŚ anĚ &aŵiůy teůĨare Śas sanĐƟŽneĚ a sŚiŌ ĨrŽŵ 

tŚe Đurrent tǁŽ-ĚruŐ reŐiŵen ůasƟnŐ siǆ ŵŽntŚs tŽ a 

tŚree-ĚruŐ reŐiŵen sƉeĐiĮĐaůůy ĚesiŐneĚ ĨŽr WauĐi-

�aĐiůůary ;W�Ϳ Đases͘

3. Scientific Basis: dŚis ĚeĐisiŽn is unĚerƉinneĚ ďy tŚe 

ůatest ŐůŽďaůůy aĐĐeƉteĚ sĐienƟĮĐ researĐŚ stuĚies 

anĚ eǀiĚenĐe-ďaseĚ ƉraĐƟĐes͕ ensurinŐ a ǁeůů-

inĨŽrŵeĚ anĚ effeĐƟǀe aƉƉrŽaĐŚ͘

4. WHO Endorsement: dŚe tŽrůĚ ,eaůtŚ KrŐaniǌaƟŽn 

;t,KͿ Śas ƉůeĚŐeĚ tŽ suƉƉůy tŚe reǀiseĚ ĚruŐ 

reŐiŵen starƟnŐ AƉriů ϭ͕ 202ϱ͕ inĚiĐaƟnŐ internaƟŽnaů 

aĐŬnŽǁůeĚŐŵent anĚ suƉƉŽrt ĨŽr tŚis strateŐy͘

Recent Initiatives:

1. National Strategic Plan (NSP) & Roadmap for Leprosy 

(2023-27): dŽ aĐŚieǀe ǌerŽ transŵissiŽn ŽĨ ůeƉrŽsy ďy 

202ϳ͘

2. National Leprosy Eradication Programme: A centrally 

sƉŽnsŽreĚ sĐŚeŵe ŽƉeraƟnŐ unĚer tŚe EaƟŽnaů 

,eaůtŚ DissiŽn

3. Nikusth 2.0 Portal: An inteŐrateĚ ƉŽrtaů ĚesiŐneĚ ĨŽr 

tŚe ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe ŵanaŐeŵent ŽĨ ůeƉrŽsy Đases͘

4. SLACs (Sparsh Leprosy Awareness Campaigns): 

/ntrŽĚuĐeĚ in 20ϭϳ ǁitŚ tŚe aiŵ ŽĨ ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ 

aǁareness aďŽut ůeƉrŽsy͕  ^>ACs ĐŽnĐentrate 

Žn taĐŬůinŐ ĐŚaůůenŐes ůinŬeĚ tŽ tŚe sƟŐŵa anĚ 

ĚisĐriŵinaƟŽn surrŽunĚinŐ ůeƉrŽsy͘

Leprosy Status in India:

1. Leprosy Elimination Status: /nĚia aĐŚieǀeĚ tŚe status 

of “Leprosy Eliminated” in 2005. ,Žǁeǀer͕  ĚesƉite 

tŚis aĐŚieǀeŵent͕ tŚe ĐŽuntry aĐĐŽunts ĨŽr more 

than half (52%) ŽĨ tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ neǁ ůeƉrŽsy Đases͘

2. Decline in Annual Case Detection Rate: dŚere Śas 

ďeen a nŽtaďůe reĚuĐƟŽn in tŚe annuaů Đase ĚeteĐƟŽn 

rate͕ ĚeĐreasinŐ ĨrŽŵ ϴ͘ϭϯ Đases Ɖer ůaŬŚ ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn 

tŽ 4͘ϱϲ Đases in 2020-2ϭ͘ ^uďseƋuentůy͕  tŚe rate 

staďiůiǌeĚ at ϱ͘ϱ2 Đases Ɖer ůaŬŚ in 202ϭ-22͘

11.  CAMEROON STARTS WORLD’S 1ST 
        MALARIA VACCINE PROGRAM FOR 

CHILDREN
1. In January 2024, Cameroon has achieved a significant 

milestone by initiating the regular administration of 

Mosquirix, marking the launch of the world’s first 

malaria vaccine program tailored for children.

• MOSQUIRIX is the first and only approved 

malaria vaccine.

Key Points about Mosquirix:
1. Targeted Malaria Strain: Mosquirix, also known 

as RTS, S/AS01, is an injectable vaccine specifically 

designed to target Plasmodium falciparum, the most 

prevalent malaria strain in Africa.

2. Development and Origin: Developed by 

GlaxoSmithKline, a British pharmaceutical company, 

the vaccine’s development began in 1987.

3. Mechanism of Action: 

a) The active components of Mosquirix consist of 

proteins found on the surface of Plasmodium 

falciparum parasites.

b) The vaccine’s objective is to stimulate the immune 

system to defend against the initial stages of 

malaria.

c) It specifically targets the period when parasites 

enter the human bloodstream through mosquito 

bites and infect liver cells.

4. Comprehensive Protection: In addition to targeting 

malaria, RTS, S/AS01 provides protection against 

the Hepatitis B virus, contributing to a broader 

immunization scope.

5. Effectiveness and Approval:

a)  The vaccine is about 30% effective in preventing 

severe cases of malaria in children.

b) The European Union’s drugs regulator approved 

it in 2015, considering its benefits outweigh 

potential risks.

c) Rare side effects may include fever, occasionally 

leading to temporary convulsions.
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Challenges Associated with Mosquirix (RTS, S/
AS01) Vaccine:
1. Inconvenient Administration:

a. The vaccination process requires four injections 
before a child turns 2.

b. The intervals between doses may not align with 
the routine vaccine schedules for other diseases, 
posing an inconvenience for parents.

2. Partial Effectiveness:
a. Clinical testing involving over 10,000 African 

children (2009-2014) revealed that the vaccine’s 
protection against detectable malaria infections is 
limited to approximately 40%.

b. The vaccine shows only partial effectiveness in 
preventing malaria.

3. Limited Duration of Protection:
a. The duration of protection offered by the vaccine 

remains uncertain.
b. Previous trials, spanning four years, raise 

questions about the long-term effectiveness of 
the vaccine.

4. Risk of Resistance Development:
a. The vaccine’s efficacy is lower against parasite 

strains with poor genetic matches.
b. Concerns exist about the potential evolution 

of parasite resistance to the vaccine over time, 
similar to trends observed with drug resistance.

About Malaria 
1) Nature:

a) Malaria is a mosquito-borne blood disease 
caused by Plasmodium protozoa.

2) Cause:
a) Life-threatening, it is caused by Plasmodium 

parasites transmitted through infected female 
Anopheles mosquitoes.

3) Transmission:
a) Parasites multiply in the liver cells, then attack 

Red Blood Cells (RBCs) after transmission via 

mosquito bites.

b) Five parasite species cause Malaria in humans, 

with Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium 

vivax posing the greatest threat.

4) Distribution:
a) Predominantly found in tropical and subtropical 

areas of Africa, South America, and Asia.

5) Symptoms:
a) Symptoms include fever and flu-like illness with 

chills, headache, muscle ache, and fatigue.

Burden of Malaria:
1. Globally in 2022, there were an estimated 249 million 

malaria cases and 608 000 malaria deaths in 85 

countries.
2. According to the World Malaria Report 2019, India 

represents 3% of the global malaria burden. Despite 

being the highest malaria burden country o f the SEA 

region, India showed a reduction in reported malaria 

cases of 49% and deaths of 50.5% compared with 

2017.

3. In 2020, India contributed 1.7% of malaria cases and 
1.2% deaths globally.

Countries that Eliminated Malaria:
1) Till now, 44 countries have received WHO certification 

as malaria-free. 

2) Among them the recent countries got certified are as 

follows: -

• El Salvador (2021), China (2021), Azerbaijan 

(2023), Tajikistan (2023), Belize (2023), and Cabo 

Verde (2024).

• Countries achieving at least 3 consecutive years of 

zero indigenous malaria cases are eligible to apply 

for WHO certification of malaria elimination.

Initiatives to Curb Malaria: Global Initiatives:
1. Eradication Potential:

a) WHO’s ‘E-2025 Initiative’ identifies 25 countries 

with potential malaria eradication by 2025.

b) Global technical strategy for malaria 2016-2030 

aims to reduce incidence and mortality rates by 

at least 40% by 2020, 75% by 2025, and 90% by 

2030.

2. High Burden to High Impact (HBHI):

a) WHO’s HBHI initiative is implemented in 11 high 

malaria burden countries, including India.
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b) HBHI started in West Bengal, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh.

Indian Initiatives:
1. Government of India targets malaria elimination by 

2027.
2. Malaria Elimination Research Alliance-India (MERA-

India) by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).

12.   FOR THE FIRST TIME, WHO RECOGNIZES 
THE ELIMINATION OF TRANS FATS

1. In January 2024, the World Health Organization 
(WHO), WHO has awarded its first-ever certificates 
validating progress in eliminating industrially produced 
trans fatty-acids to five countries.

2. Denmark, Lithuania, Poland, Saudi Arabia, and 
Thailand have each demonstrated they have a best 
practice policy for industrially produced trans-fatty 
acids (iTFA) elimination in effect

Understanding Trans Fatty Acids
 Trans fatty acids (TFA) pose significant health risks, 
including increased vulnerability to heart attacks and heart 
disease-related mortality. TFA, found in both industrially 
produced and naturally occurring forms, offer no known 
health benefits and are often present in processed foods, 
such as fried items, cakes, and ready meals.

Progress in Eliminating Trans Fats
1. Despite WHO’s goal to eradicate trans fats from the 

global food supply by the end of 2023, complete 
success was not achieved.

2. However, they still made a lot of progress. More 
countries are joining the effort to fight against these 
fats by making rules that limit or ban them.

3. Currently, 53 countries have strong rules against 
trans fats, protecting 3.7 billion people around the 
world from their harmful effects.

How Are Countries Fighting Trans Fats?
Countries are using two main ways to fight trans fats:
1. Limiting Trans Fats: Some countries have made a rule 

that says foods cannot have more than 2 grams of 

trans fats for every 100 grams of total fats in them.

2. Banning Bad Ingredients: Another way is to 
completely ban the use of partially hydrogenated 
oils, which are a big source of trans fats.
a. Partially hydrogenated oils (PHOs) are vegetable 

oils that are solid at room temperature. They 
are created by adding hydrogen and a catalyst to 
vegetable oil

Looking Ahead
1. Despite the progress, more than half of the people in 

the world are still at risk because their countries don’t 
have strong rules against trans fats.

2. WHO wants to change this by 2025, aiming to cover 
countries that are responsible for 90% of the problem 
with trans fats. This means even more lives could be 
saved in the future.

Conclusion
 Imagine eating your favorite snack without worrying 
about it making your heart sick. That’s what WHO is trying 
to do by getting rid of trans fats. By working together, 
countries can make food safer for everyone, saving lives 
and making the world a healthier place.

13.   WHO’S INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION 
OF DISEASES 11

1. tŽrůĚ ,eaůtŚ KrŐaniǌaƟŽn s͛ ;t,KͿ /nternaƟŽnaů 
CůassiĮĐaƟŽn ŽĨ �iseases ϭϭ ;/C�-ϭϭͿ nŽǁ intrŽĚuĐeĚ 
Module 2 (ICD 11 TM 2).  

2. Module 2 ŽĨ tŚe suƉƉůeŵentary ĐŚaƉter Žn traĚiƟŽnaů 
ŵeĚiĐine ĐŽnĚiƟŽns unĚer /C� ϭϭ is dedicated 
to Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani ;A^hͿ Ěata anĚ 
terminology.

3. /t enĐŽŵƉasses ŵŽre tŚan ϱ00 ĐŽĚes͘ /nĨeĐƟŽus 
Ěiseases ůiŬe Daůaria anĚ ůiĨestyůe Ěiseases ůiŬe ĐŚrŽniĐ 
insŽŵnia are aůsŽ inĐůuĚeĚ͘  

4. /C� is tŚe internaƟŽnaů stanĚarĚ ĨŽr systeŵaƟĐ 
reĐŽrĚinŐ͕ reƉŽrƟnŐ͕ anaůysis͕ interƉretaƟŽn͕ anĚ 
ĐŽŵƉarisŽn ŽĨ ŵŽrtaůity anĚ ŵŽrďiĚity Ěata͘ 

a. /t aůsŽ inĐůuĚes a ĚeĚiĐateĚ ĐŚaƉter Žn traĚiƟŽnaů 
ŵeĚiĐine͘  

b. WreǀiŽusůy͕  /C�-ϭϭ inĐůuĚeĚ DŽĚuůe-ϭ ǁŚiĐŚ 
ĐŽǀers traĚiƟŽnaů ŵeĚiĐine ĐŽnĚiƟŽns ŽriŐinaƟnŐ 
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in anĐient CŚina͕ ǁŚiĐŚ is nŽǁ ĐŽŵŵŽnůy useĚ in 
JaƉan͕ <Žrea etĐ͘ 

c. ICD-11 came into effect in January 2022.

Significance of ICD-11 
1. WrŽǀiĚes a ůist ŽĨ ĚiaŐnŽsƟĐs ĐateŐŽries tŽ ĐŽůůeĐt 

anĚ reƉŽrt Žn traĚiƟŽnaů ŵeĚiĐine ĐŽnĚiƟŽns in an 
internaƟŽnaůůy ĐŽŵƉaraďůe ŵanner͘  

2. >inŬ traĚiƟŽnaů ŵeĚiĐine ƉraĐƟĐes ǁitŚ ŐůŽďaů 
ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů ŵeĚiĐine s͛ nŽrŵs anĚ stanĚarĚ 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘ 

3. �naďůe inteŐraƟŽn ŽĨ traĚiƟŽnaů ŵeĚiĐine intŽ 
insuranĐe ĐŽǀeraŐe anĚ reiŵďurseŵent systeŵs͕ in 
ůine ǁitŚ t,K ŽďũeĐƟǀes reůaƟnŐ tŽ uniǀersaů ŚeaůtŚ 
ĐŽǀeraŐe͘

14.   1st MULTICENTRIC POINT PREVALENCE 
SURVEY OF ANTIBIOTIC USE

1. ZeĐentůy͕  dŚe &irst Multicentric Point Prevalence 
Survey of Antibiotic Use ǁas reůeaseĚ ďy tŚe EaƟŽnaů 
Centre ĨŽr �isease CŽntrŽů ;EC�CͿ unĚer tŚe hniŽn 
,eaůtŚ Dinistry͘ 

2. dŚe surǀey Śas ŵaƉƉeĚ tŚe ƉaƟents treateĚ aĐrŽss 
ϭϱ ^tates anĚ 2 hniŽn derritŽries ďetǁeen EŽǀeŵďer 
202ϭ anĚ AƉriů 2022͘

Key Findings
1. Empirical prescriptions͗ ϵ4й ŽĨ ƉaƟents surǀeyeĚ 

ǁere Őiǀen anƟďiŽƟĐs ďeĨŽre ŵeĚiĐaů ĚiaŐnŽsis ŽĨ 
Đause ŽĨ inĨeĐƟŽn͘ 

2. Preventive usage͗ ϱϱй ŽĨ ƉaƟents ǁere ƉresĐriďeĚ 
anƟďiŽƟĐs ĨŽr ƉreǀenƟǀe inĚiĐaƟŽns͕ ǁŚiůe 4ϱй ĨŽr 
tŚeraƉeuƟĐ inĚiĐaƟŽns͘ 

3. Only 8 out of 20 institutes surǀeyeĚ Śaǀe an anƟďiŽƟĐ 
policy in place.

4. Classification of prescriptions based on AWaRe 
(Access, Watch, Reserve) groups͗  ϱϳй ĨrŽŵ ǁatĐŚ 
ŐrŽuƉs͕ ϯϴй ĨrŽŵ aĐĐess ŐrŽuƉ anĚ 2й ĨrŽŵ reserǀe 
group.  
• ϯй ŽĨ tŚe ƉresĐriƉƟŽn ĨrŽŵ nŽt reĐŽŵŵenĚeĚ 

group.
5. dŚe ŚiŐŚ use ŽĨ ǁatĐŚ ŐrŽuƉ anƟďiŽƟĐs raises 

ĐŽnĐern as tŚese anƟďiŽƟĐs Śaǀe a ŚiŐŚer ƉŽtenƟaů 
tŽ ĚeǀeůŽƉ anƟďiŽƟĐ resistanĐe͘  

Key Fact

1. ϭ͘2ϳ ŵiůůiŽn ŐůŽďaů ĚeatŚs in 20ϭϵ ĚireĐtůy ĐauseĚ 

by bacterial antimicrobial resistance ;ADZͿ

2. ADZ aŵŽnŐ top 10 public health threats as 

iĚenƟĮeĚ ďy tŽrůĚ ,eatŚ KrŐanisaƟŽn͘

About Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
1. ADZ ŚaƉƉens ǁŚen Őerŵs ůiŬe ďaĐteria anĚ ĨunŐi 

ĚeǀeůŽƉ tŚe aďiůity tŽ ĚeĨeat tŚe ĚruŐs ĚesiŐneĚ tŽ 
Ŭiůů tŚeŵ͘ 

2. Reasons behind increasing incidence of antimicrobial 
resistance 
a. Overuse and misuse ŽĨ anƟŵiĐrŽďiaůs aŵŽnŐ 

Śuŵans anĚ in ƉŽuůtry anĚ Ĩarŵ aniŵaůs͘ 
b. Poor infection prevention anĚ ĐŽntrŽů ƉraĐƟĐes 

in ŚeaůtŚĐare seƫnŐs  
c. Effluents discharge ĨrŽŵ ŚŽsƉitaůs͕ inĚustries͕ 

anĚ urďan seƩůeŵents 
• Kǀer ϳϱй ŽĨ aĚŵinistereĚ anƟďiŽƟĐs are 

eǆĐreteĚ unŵetaďŽůiǌeĚ in urine anĚ ĨaeĐes 
anĚ enter intŽ seǁaŐe systeŵs anĚ ǁater 
ďŽĚies͘

d. Confusion over treatment guidelines.
• �͘Ő͕͘ tŚe ŽƉƟŵaů ĚuraƟŽn ŽĨ anƟďiŽƟĐ tŚeraƉy 

ĨŽr ĐŽŵŵŽn inĨeĐƟŽns ůiŬe ƉneuŵŽnia ǁas 
nŽt estaďůisŚeĚ ĨŽr ĚeĐaĚes͘ 

Implications of the Spread of Antimicrobial 
Resistance  
1. Healthcare Impact: /nĐreaseĚ ŵŽrtaůity anĚ 

ŵŽrďiĚity͕  anĚ ƉrŽůŽnŐeĚ iůůness ďeĐause inĨeĐƟŽns 
ĐauseĚ ďy resistant ŵiĐrŽŽrŐanisŵs are ŽŌen ŵŽre 
ĚiĸĐuůt tŽ treat͘ 

2. Increased Healthcare Costs͗ >ŽnŐer ŚŽsƉitaů stays͕ 
aĚĚiƟŽnaů ĚiaŐnŽsƟĐ tests͕ anĚ ŵŽre eǆƉensiǀe 
seĐŽnĚ-ůine Žr tŚirĚ-ůine anƟďiŽƟĐs ůeaĚs tŽ inĐreaseĚ 
eǆƉenĚiture͘ 

3. Economic impact: tŽrŬinŐ ŚŽurs ůŽst Ěue tŽ 
ƉrŽůŽnŐeĚ iůůness anĚ inĐrease in Žut-ŽĨ-ƉŽĐŬet 
eǆƉenĚiture͘

4. Increased risk of outbreaks͗ As Đurrent ŵeĚiĐines 
ďeĐŽŵe ineffeĐƟǀe͕ inĨeĐƟŽns Ɖersist in tŚe ďŽĚy͕  
inĐreasinŐ tŚe risŬ ŽĨ sƉreaĚinŐ tŽ ŽtŚers͘
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5. Limited new options for treatment͗ dŚere are ůiŵiteĚ 

neǁ anƟďiŽƟĐs in tŚe researĐŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 
pipeline.

Way forward 
1. Strict implementations of Drugs and Cosmetics 

Rules, 1945͗ ZeĐentůy͕  tŚe �ireĐtŽr 'eneraů ŽĨ ,eaůtŚ 
^erǀiĐes ;�',^Ϳ Śas urŐeĚ aůů ƉŚarŵaĐist assŽĐiaƟŽns 
tŽ aĚŚere tŽ tŚe ruůes anĚ seůů anƟďiŽƟĐs Žnůy ǁitŚ 
ǀaůiĚ ƉresĐriƉƟŽns͘ 

2. Defined Antibiotic Use Policy in medical institutes͗ /t 
sŚŽuůĚ enĐŽuraŐe use ŽĨ aĐĐess ŐrŽuƉ anƟďiŽƟĐs anĚ 
ŬeeƉ tŚe ĐŽnsuŵƉƟŽn ŽĨ reserǀe ŐrŽuƉ anƟďiŽƟĐs at 
ůŽǁ ůeǀeůs͘ 

3. Robust Immunisation Programmes͗ dŚe inĐiĚenĐe 
ŽĨ ďaĐteriaů anĚ ǀiraů inĨeĐƟŽns Đan ďe reĚuĐeĚ ďy 
tŚe aĚŽƉƟŽn ŽĨ strateŐies anĚ ƉrŽŐraŵŵes Žn tŚe 
ƉreǀenƟŽn anĚ ĐŽntrŽů ŽĨ inĨeĐƟŽus Ěiseases͘ 

4. Curbing the Production anĚ ^aůe ŽĨ WŽŽr Yuaůity anĚ 
^uď-stanĚarĚ AnƟŵiĐrŽďiaůs

5. Educational and Awareness Programme͗  
^trenŐtŚen inĨŽrŵaƟŽn anĚ resŽurĐes ďy inǀŽůǀinŐ 
aůů staŬeŚŽůĚers i͘e͕͘ ƉŽůiĐyŵaŬers͕ ƉŚarŵaĐeuƟĐaů 
inĚustries͕ ŵeĚiĐaů anĚ ǀeterinary ƉrŽĨessiŽnaůs͕ 
ƉrŽĚuĐers anĚ ĐŽnsuŵers͘

15.   WORLD’S 2nd BIGGEST TOBACCO 
PRODUCER: INDIA

1. dŚe tŽrůĚ ,eaůtŚ KrŐaniǌaƟŽn ;t,KͿ reĐentůy 
ƉuďůisŚeĚ tŚe 'ůŽďaů reƉŽrt Žn Trends in prevalence 
of Tobacco use 2000–2030, sŚeĚĚinŐ ůiŐŚt Žn tŚe 
ǁŽrůĚǁiĚe ĐŽnsuŵƉƟŽn ƉaƩerns ŽĨ tŽďaĐĐŽ͘

2. �esƉite ŐůŽďaů effŽrts tŽ ĐŽntrŽů tŽďaĐĐŽ use͕ /nĚia is 
2nd-largest tŽďaĐĐŽ ƉrŽĚuĐer ŐůŽďaůůy͕  after China.

Key Findings
1. Kǀer tŚe Ɖast 2 ĚeĐaĚes͕ tŚere Śas ďeen a ǀisiďůe 

ĚeĐůine in tŽďaĐĐŽ ĐŽnsuŵƉƟŽn ǁŽrůĚǁiĚe͕ ǁitŚ 
aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy 1 in 5 adults reƉŽrteĚ tŽ ďe tŽďaĐĐŽ 
users in 2022͕ ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ 1 in 3 in 2000.

2. AůarŵinŐ staƟsƟĐs aůsŽ reǀeaů tŚat a siŐniĮĐant 
nuŵďer ŽĨ aĚŽůesĐents aŐeĚ 13–15 years are current 
tŽďaĐĐŽ users͕ ǁitŚ tŚe reƉŽrt esƟŵaƟnŐ arŽunĚ ϯϳ 
million users in this age group, comprising 25 million 
ďŽys anĚ ϭ2 ŵiůůiŽn Őirls.

3. dŚe reƉŽrt reǀeaůs tŚat tŚere are aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy 1.25 
billion aĚuůt tŽďaĐĐŽ users ŐůŽďaůůy͘

4. titŚin /nĚia͕ a siŐniĮĐant ƉŽrƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn 
enŐaŐes in tŽďaĐĐŽ use͕ ǁitŚ an esƟŵateĚ 2ϲϳ ŵiůůiŽn 
aĚuůts (aged 15 and above) being consumers.

5. EŽtaďůy͕  seǀeraů states in /nĚia͕ inĐůuĚinŐ Gujarat, 
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, West 
Bengal, Telangana, and Bihar, play an important role 
in tŽďaĐĐŽ ĐuůƟǀaƟŽn anĚ ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͘

Impact:
1. dŽďaĐĐŽ usaŐe Đůaiŵs tŚe ůiǀes ŽĨ Žǀer ϴ ŵiůůiŽn 

inĚiǀiĚuaůs annuaůůy Ěue tŽ assŽĐiateĚ risŬs suĐŚ as 
heart disease, lung disorders͕ anĚ various forms of 
cancer.

2. ^ŚŽĐŬinŐůy͕  tŚe aĚǀerse effeĐts ŽĨ tobacco extend 
beyond smokers͕ ǁitŚ an esƟŵateĚ ϭ͘ϯ ŵiůůiŽn nŽn-
sŵŽŬers ǁŚŽ are eǆƉŽseĚ tŽ seĐŽnĚ-ŚanĚ sŵŽŬe͘ 

3. As Ɖer t,K͕ sŵŽŬinŐ ĐŽsts tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ eĐŽnŽŵies 
more than US$ 1 trillion annually in healthcare 
eǆƉenĚiture anĚ ůŽst ƉrŽĚuĐƟǀity͘

4. &urtŚerŵŽre͕ tŚe ĐuůƟǀaƟŽn ŽĨ tŽďaĐĐŽ ĐŽntriďutes tŽ 
environmental degradation͕ inĐůuĚinŐ deforestation 
ůeaĚinŐ tŽ eĐŽůŽŐiĐaů ĐŽnĐerns͘

India’s Initiatives:
1. /nĚia Śas iŵƉůeŵenteĚ ǀariŽus iniƟaƟǀes aiŵeĚ at 

ĐŽntrŽů its ƉreǀaůenĐe͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe EaƟŽnaů dŽďaĐĐŽ 
CŽntrŽů WrŽŐraŵŵe anĚ tŚe WrŽŚiďiƟŽn ŽĨ �ůeĐtrŽniĐ 
CiŐareƩes AĐt ;20ϭϵͿ͘

2. AĚĚiƟŽnaůůy͕  ůeŐisůaƟǀe ŵeasures suĐŚ as tŚe 
CiŐareƩe anĚ KtŚer dŽďaĐĐŽ WrŽĚuĐts AĐt ;200ϯͿ anĚ 
tŚe ƉrŽǀisiŽn ŽĨ EaƟŽnaů dŽďaĐĐŽ Yuit >ine ^erǀiĐes͘

Global Initiatives:
1. dŚe t,K &raŵeǁŽrŬ CŽnǀenƟŽn Žn dŽďaĐĐŽ CŽntrŽů 

(FCTC), established in 2003 to combat tobacco use, 
with India becoming a signatory to the convention 
in 2004.

2. &urtŚerŵŽre͕ WHO’s MPOWER measures, focusing 
Žn DŽnitŽrinŐ tŽďaĐĐŽ use͕ ƉrŽteĐƟnŐ ƉeŽƉůe ĨrŽŵ 
tŽďaĐĐŽ sŵŽŬe͕ ŽfferinŐ ŚeůƉ tŽ Ƌuit tŽďaĐĐŽ use͕ 
tarninŐ aďŽut tŚe ĚanŐers ŽĨ tŽďaĐĐŽ͕ enĨŽrĐinŐ 
ďans Žn tŽďaĐĐŽ aĚǀerƟsinŐ͕ ƉrŽŵŽƟŽn͕ anĚ 
sƉŽnsŽrsŚiƉ͕ anĚ ZaisinŐ taǆes Žn tŽďaĐĐŽ͕ ƉrŽǀiĚe 
a ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ ĨŽr tŽďaĐĐŽ ĐŽntrŽů 
ǁŽrůĚǁiĚe.
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16.  ‘BIO-IMAGING BANK’ FOR CANCER
1. ZeĐentůy͕  /nĚia s͛ >arŐest CanĐer ,ŽsƉitaů data 

DeŵŽriaů ,ŽsƉitaů ;dD,Ϳ͕ Duŵďai͕ intrŽĚuĐes an 
AI-powered ‘Bio-Imaging Bank’ (BIB) for early-stage 
ĐanĐer ĚeteĐƟŽn͘

2. Need͗ /nĚia ĨaĐes a risinŐ ĐanĐer ďurĚen ǁitŚ a 
shortage of specialists, posing challenges in early 
ĚeteĐƟŽn anĚ treatŵent͘

3. AI Integration͗ A/ aůŐŽritŚŵs are traineĚ usinŐ Ěata 
from 60,000 ƉaƟents tŽ ĚeteĐt uniƋue ĐanĐer Ĩeatures 
in iŵaŐes anĚ aiĚ in ĚiaŐnŽsis͘

4. Project Scope͗ /niƟaůůy ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn head, neck anĚ 
lung cancers͕ tŚe ƉrŽũeĐt inǀŽůǀes training AI ĨŽr tasŬs 
ůiŬe sĐreeninŐ ŵetastases͕ ďiŽŵarŬer ƉreĚiĐƟŽn͕ anĚ 
therapy response.

5. Collaboration͗ dŚe ŵuůƟ-insƟtuƟŽnaů ƉrŽũeĐt 
is ĨunĚeĚ ďy tŚe �eƉartŵent ŽĨ �iŽteĐŚnŽůŽŐy͕  
inǀŽůǀinŐ insƟtuƟŽns ůiŬe //d-�Žŵďay͕  A//D^-Eeǁ 
�eůŚi͕ anĚ ŽtŚers͘

6. AI’s Role in Cancer Detection: AI mimics human 
brain processing, analyzing images tŽ iĚenƟĨy Ɵssue 
ĐŚanŐes anĚ ƉŽtenƟaů ŵaůiŐnanĐies͕ aiĚinŐ in earůy 
ĚeteĐƟŽn͘

7. Implementation: dD, Śas reĚuĐeĚ raĚiaƟŽn 
eǆƉŽsure ĨŽr ƉeĚiatriĐ ƉaƟents usinŐ A/-enŚanĐeĚ Cd 
sĐans anĚ ƉiůŽteĚ A/ aůŐŽritŚŵs ĨŽr tŚŽraĐiĐ raĚiŽůŽŐy͘

8. Future Prospects: A/ ŚŽůĚs ƉŽtenƟaů in treatŵent 
aƉƉrŽaĐŚes͕ iŵƉrŽǀinŐ tŚeraƉy ŽutĐŽŵes͕ anĚ 
enaďůinŐ sǁiŌ ĐanĐer ĚeteĐƟŽn͕ esƉeĐiaůůy in ruraů 
areas.

 �esƉite its ďeneĮts͕ tŚe use ŽĨ A/ in ŚeaůtŚĐare raises 
ĐŽnĐerns aďŽut Śuŵan raĚiŽůŽŐist reƉůaĐeŵent anĚ ĨaĐes 
reŐuůatŽry sĐruƟny͘

17.  ANEEL:  INDIA’S GREEN ENERGY 
TRANSITION 

1. Clean Core Thorium Energy ;CŚiĐaŐŽ-ďaseĚ ĐŽŵƉanyͿ 
Śas ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ AE��> ;naŵeĚ aŌer /nĚia s͛ sĐienƟst͕ 
�r Aniů <aŬŽĚŬarͿ͗ a Ĩueů tŚat ĐŽŵďines Thorium anĚ 
High Assay Low Enriched Uranium ;,A>�hͿ͘
a. ANEEL stanĚs ĨŽr͗ Advanced Nuclear Energy for 

Enriched Life
b. AE��> Žffers a sŽůuƟŽn to maximize Thorium 

utilization in nuclear reactors.

Thorium Reserves and Green Energy Potential:
1. /nĚia ƉŽssesses tŚe world’s largest Thorium reserǀes͕ 

esƟŵateĚ at ϭ͘0ϳ ŵiůůiŽn tŽnnes͕ ŽfferinŐ ǀast 
ƉŽtenƟaů ĨŽr green energy ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͘

2. hƟůiǌinŐ dŚŽriuŵ ĐŽuůĚ Őreatůy ŚeůƉ reaĐŚ net-ǌerŽ 
ĐarďŽn eŵissiŽns ďy 20ϳ0͘

Thorium’s Challenge and Innovative Solution:
1. dŚŽriuŵ͕ a ĨerƟůe ŵateriaů͕ traĚiƟŽnaůůy reƋuires 

pairing with Uranium-235 or Plutonium-239 for use 
as fuel.

2. AE��>͕ a fuel blend comprising dŚŽriuŵ anĚ sƉeĐiaůůy 
enriĐŚeĚ hraniuŵ (HALEU)͕ Žffers a sŽůuƟŽn͕ 
ŵiniŵiǌinŐ reůianĐe Žn ƉreĐiŽus hraniuŵ resŽurĐes͘

ANEEL in Existing Reactors:
1. Cůean CŽre s͛ AE��> Ĩueů can be utilized in India’s 

Pressurized Heavy-Water Reactors (PHWRs), 
iŵƉŽrtant tŽ tŚe ĐŽuntry s͛ nuĐůear enerŐy seĐtŽr͘

2. /nĚia Đurrentůy operates 18 PHWR reactors, with 10 
more under construction͕ ŵaŬinŐ AE��> aĚŽƉƟŽn 
ƉŽtenƟaůůy transĨŽrŵaƟǀe͘

Unique Characteristics of HALEU:
1. ,A>�h͕ enriched to over 5% but less than 20%, is 

iŵƉŽrtant ĨŽr aĚǀanĐeĚ nuĐůear reaĐtŽr ĚesiŐns͘
2. Eear-terŵ ĐŽŵŵerĐiaůiǌaƟŽn Ɖůans ĨŽr AE��> ĐŽuůĚ 

ďrŽaĚen tŚe aǀaiůaďiůity ŽĨ ,A>�h͕ currently limited 
to Russia and China.

Efficiency and Waste Reduction:
1. AE��> Žffers enŚanĐeĚ eĸĐienĐy͕  ǁitŚ a ďurn-uƉ ŽĨ 

60,000 MW-days per tonne͕ siŐniĮĐantůy surƉassinŐ 
ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů naturaů uraniuŵ Ĩueů s͛ ϳ͕000 Dt-Ěays 
Ɖer tŽnne in W,tZs͘

2. dŚis ůeaĚs tŽ a nŽtaďůe reĚuĐƟŽn in nuĐůear ǁaste 
ǀŽůuŵe anĚ ŽƉeraƟŽnaů ĐŽsts͕ eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ its 
enǀirŽnŵentaů anĚ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ďeneĮts͘

Global Interest and Collaborations:
1. AE��>͛ s interest ĨrŽŵ ĐŽuntries ůiŬe Canada suggests 

its ƉŽtenƟaů in ŐůŽďaů Đůean enerŐy effŽrts͘ 
2. CŽůůaďŽraƟŽns͕ suĐŚ as tŚe Memorandum of 

Understanding between Clean Core and Canadian 
Nuclear Laboratories, ŚiŐŚůiŐŚt AE��>͛ s internaƟŽnaů 
siŐniĮĐanĐe in aĚǀanĐinŐ nuclear technology.
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1.   INDIA’S 1st HIGH-RESOLUTION LANDSLIDE 
SUSCEPTIBILITY MAP 

1. In January 2024, IIT Delhi created India’s first high-
resolution landslide susceptibility map.

2. In late 2023, heavy floods and landslides triggered by 
northeast monsoon rains, led to fatalities, emphasizing 
the need for a national landslide susceptibility map.

What is Landslide Susceptibility Mapping?
1. Landslide Susceptibility Mapping is the process of 

generating maps illustrating regions susceptible to 
landslides by considering various factors. 

2. Utilizing data on historical landslide and factors such 
as slope steepness, soil composition, and vegetation 
cover, a computer model can analyze these elements 
to forecast areas with a high risk of landslides.

National Landslide Susceptibility Map
1. High-Resolution Mapping: The map offers high 

resolution, detailing susceptibility at 100m resolution.
;aͿ Identified regions with high susceptibility 

include parts of the Himalayan foothills, Assam-
Meghalaya, and the Western Ghats.

2. Machine Learning Analysis: Utilized a machine 
learning technique called ensemble learning for 
improved accuracy and resilience by merging 
predictions from multiple models.
;aͿ Ensemble Machine Learning involves using 

multiple machine learning models together to 
average out the impact of any single model.

3. Factors Considered: The team gathered data on 
various factors like soil cover, tree density, proximity 
to roads or mountains.
;aͿ The use of GeoSadak, an online system that has 

data on the national road network in India, aided 
in obtaining crucial road network data for remote 
areas.

4. Significance: Its importance lies in supporting 
policymakers, conducting vulnerability assessments, 
and developing mitigation strategies.

F. Geography & Environment
5. Future initiatives involve implementing a ‘Landslide 

Early Warning System’ utilizing the map data, 
benefiting organizations such as Geological Survey of 
India (GSI) and disaster management authorities.

Landslides in India
1. Definition of Landslide: A landslide is the movement 

of a mass of rock, earth, or debris down a slope.
2. Landslide Prone Regions: Regions with fewer trees, 

closer to road-building activity, and steeper local 
slopes are more unstable and prone to landslides.

3. Causes of Landslides in India
;aͿ Natural Causes: 

i. Landslides can occur on various terrains due 
to conditions such as soil type, rock structure, 
geological factors, drainage, and slope.

ii. Natural causes include rainfall, undercutting 
of slopes from flooding or excavation, 
earthquakes, and snowmelt.

;ďͿ Anthropogenic Causes: 
i. Human activities like overgrazing, terrain 

cutting, filling, and excessive development 
contribute to landslides.

ii. For instance, land use changes, deforestation, 
and slope exposure due to a railway project 
in western Manipur contributed to a deadly 
landslide in 2022.

4. Types of Flows
(a) Debris Flow: A rapid mass movement involving 

loose soil, rock, organic matter, and slurry 
downslope. Commonly caused by intense 
precipitation or rapid snowmelt.

(b) Earth Flow: A downslope viscous flow of fine-
grained material saturated with water.

(c) Mudflow: A wet or viscous fluid mass of fine and 
coarse-grained material flowing rapidly along 
drainage channels.

(d) Creep: Slow, steady, downward movement of 
material under gravity occurring in a large area.
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5. Overview of Landslides in India

(a) Over the past 50 years, landslides have increased 
in magnitude and frequency, attributed to human 
activities.

(b) Infrastructure development, like the national 
initiative Bharatmala Pariyojana, has contributed 
to the rise in landslides.

6. ISRO’s Landslide Atlas of India Findings:
aͿ Global Standing: India is among the top five 

landslide-prone countries globally, with at least 
one death per 100 sq km reported annually.

ďͿ Rainfall Variability Pattern: Primary cause of 
landslides, with the Himalayas and the Western 
Ghats being highly vulnerable.

ĐͿ Land Area Prone to Landslide: Excluding snow-
covered areas, approximately 12.6% of the 
country’s geographical land area is prone to 
landslides.

ĚͿ Regional Variability: 66.5% of landslides are 
reported from the North-western Himalayas, 
18.8% from the North-eastern Himalayas, and 
14.7% from the Western Ghats.

eͿ Landslides in the Himalayas: The Himalayas 
witness the most frequent landslide incidents due 
to their relatively young age and weak, fragile 
rock structure.

7. Impacts of Landslides:
;aͿ Economic Impacts: 

i. Landslides cause extensive damage to houses, 
roads, buildings, forests, plantations, and 
agricultural fields. 

ii. Himachal Pradesh estimated a cost of damage 
from flood and landslides at over Rs 3738 
crore due to torrential rains in 2023.

;ďͿ Social Impacts: Casualties are more likely in areas 
with population pressure settled in landslide-
vulnerable regions. In 2022, heavy rain, floods, 
and landslides claimed 835 lives in India.

;ĐͿ Environmental Impact: 
i. Landslides lead to habitat destruction, 

soil erosion, and water pollution, altering 
ecosystems and harming biodiversity.

ii. Soil displacement contributes to increased 

erosion, negatively impacting water quality 

and aquatic life.

Case Study: Joshimath Sinking

1. Joshimath, situated on the Rishikesh-Badrinath 

National Highway (NH-7) in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli 

district, is a hilly town.

2. The town is constructed on old landslide deposits, 

making its slopes susceptible to destabilization 

from minor triggers. It falls in Zone V, indicating 

the highest seismic risk in India’s seismic zonation 

scheme.

3. The area is burdened with structures ignoring the 

land’s load-bearing capacity. Due to land subsidence, 

Joshimath developed cracks.

Reasons for Joshimath Sinking:

1. Ancient Landslide Site: Joshimath is on a deposit 

of sand and stone, not on the main rock, as per the 

1976 Mishra Committee report.

2. Undercutting by Rivers: River currents of 

Alaknanda and Dhauliganga contribute to 

landslides. Inadequate drainage systems aggravate 

the problem.

3. Geographical Factors: Scattered rocks covered with 

old landslide debris have low bearing capacity and 

high pore pressure, especially during monsoons.

4. Construction Impact: Increased construction, 

hydroelectric projects, and NH widening made 

slopes highly unstable.

• The 6-km Helang-Marwari bypass, part of the 

825-km Char Dham highway expansion project 

by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO), faces 

scrutiny for weakening slopes and destabilizing 

the local topography.
• The National Thermal Power Corporation’s 

Tapovan Vishnugad hydropower project 

worsens the crisis, according to locals.

5. Land Erosion: Running streams and sliding along 

natural streams contribute to city fate.
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2.   FIRST-EVER SNOW LEOPARD POPULATION 
ASSESSMENT IN INDIA (SPAI)

 As Ɖer Įrst-eǀer ^WA/ /nĚia is ŚŽŵe tŽ an esƟŵateĚ 
ϳϭϴ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚs͘ 

About SPAI
1. /t is ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ ďy tŚe Wildlife Institute of India ;t//Ϳ 

ĨrŽŵ 20ϭϵ tŽ 202ϯ͘ 
2. It is a comprehensive scientific exercise that 

eǀaůuates tŚe snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn aĐrŽss /nĚia͘ 
3. /t Śas ĐŽǀereĚ Žǀer ϳ0й ŽĨ ƉŽtenƟaů snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ 

habitat across the trans-Himalayan region.
4. /t inĐůuĚeĚ hds ůiŬe >aĚaŬŚ anĚ Jaŵŵu anĚ <asŚŵir͕  as 

ǁeůů as states suĐŚ as ,iŵaĐŚaů WraĚesŚ͕ hƩaraŬŚanĚ͕ 
^iŬŬiŵ͕ anĚ ArunaĐŚaů WraĚesŚ͘

5. dŚe ŵetŚŽĚŽůŽŐy inǀŽůǀeĚ a two-step framework͗ 
eǀaůuaƟnŐ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ sƉaƟaů ĚistriďuƟŽn anĚ 
esƟŵaƟnŐ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ aďunĚanĐe usinŐ camera 
traps.

Key Findings from the SPAI
1. Population Estimates: dŚe assessŵent esƟŵateĚ 718 

individuals ŽĨ ǁŚiĐŚ 4ϳϳ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚs in >aĚaŬŚ͕ 
ϭ24 in hƩaraŬŚanĚ͕ ϱϭ in ,iŵaĐŚaů WraĚesŚ͕ ϯϲ in 
ArunaĐŚaů WraĚesŚ͕ 2ϭ in ^iŬŬiŵ͕ anĚ ϵ in Jaŵŵu Θ 
<asŚŵir͕  tŽtaůůinŐ ϳϭϴ inĚiǀiĚuaůs in /nĚia͘

2. Conservation Efforts: /nĚia Śas ŵaĚe siŐniĮĐant 
striĚes in snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn͕ ǁitŚ 34% of 
their habitat under legal protection anĚ nuŵerŽus 
ůanĚsĐaƉe-ůeǀeů ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn ƉrŽũeĐts iniƟateĚ͘

Snow Leopard Facts
1. Scientific Classification: ^nŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚs ;Panthera 

unciaͿ are ůarŐe ĐarniǀŽres ĐůassiĮeĚ as ͞suůneraďůe͟ 
anĚ are ĨŽunĚ in tŚe ŚiŐŚ ŵŽuntains ŽĨ Centraů anĚ 
Southern Asia.

2. Conservation Status: WreǀiŽusůy ůisteĚ as 
͞�nĚanŐereĚ͕͟  snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚs ǁere reassesseĚ as 
͞Vulnerable͟ in 20ϭϳ Ěue tŽ a ůaĐŬ ŽĨ Ěata͕ aůtŚŽuŐŚ 
tŚeir ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn is sƟůů in ĚeĐůine͘

3. Ecological Role: As aƉeǆ ƉreĚatŽrs͕ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚs 
ŚeůƉ ŵaintain tŚe ďaůanĐe ŽĨ tŚeir eĐŽsysteŵs anĚ 
are ĐŽnsiĚereĚ ͞Umbrella Species͟ ĨŽr ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn 
effŽrts͘

Conservation Initiatives
1. Project Snow Leopard and Global Snow Leopard & 

Ecosystem Protection Programme: dŚese iniƟaƟǀes 
aiŵ tŽ enŚanĐe snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn tŚrŽuŐŚ 
ĐŽůůaďŽraƟǀe ůanĚsĐaƉe ŵanaŐeŵent anĚ ƉrŽteĐƟŽn͘

2. Snow Leopard Cell: A ĚeĚiĐateĚ Đeůů ĨŽr snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ 
ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn is ƉrŽƉŽseĚ tŽ ďe estaďůisŚeĚ at t//͕ 
ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn ůŽnŐ-terŵ ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn ŵŽnitŽrinŐ anĚ 
ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn strateŐy ĨŽrŵuůaƟŽn͘

Importance of the SPAI Report
 dŚe ^WA/ reƉŽrt͕ reůeaseĚ ďy tŚe hniŽn Dinister͕  
unĚersĐŽres tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe ŽĨ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚs tŽ /nĚia s͛ 
ďiŽĚiǀersity anĚ ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts tŚe ĐŽuntry s͛ ĐŽŵŵitŵent 
tŽ tŚeir ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn͘ /t ƉrŽǀiĚes a ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe 
eǀaůuaƟŽn ŽĨ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚ ƉŽƉuůaƟŽns anĚ Śaďitats͕ 
ŽfferinŐ a ĨŽunĚaƟŽn ĨŽr Ĩuture ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn effŽrts͘

Conclusion
 dŚe ^nŽǁ >eŽƉarĚ WŽƉuůaƟŽn Assessŵent in /nĚia 
ŵarŬs a siŐniĮĐant ŵiůestŽne in tŚe ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn ŽĨ tŚis 
ǀuůneraďůe sƉeĐies͘ �y systeŵaƟĐaůůy assessinŐ tŚeir 
ƉŽƉuůaƟŽns anĚ Śaďitats͕ /nĚia Śas ůaiĚ tŚe ŐrŽunĚǁŽrŬ 
ĨŽr effeĐƟǀe ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn strateŐies tŽ ensure tŚe surǀiǀaů 
ŽĨ snŽǁ ůeŽƉarĚs in tŚe ǁiůĚ͘

3.  HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICT
1. ZeĐentůy͕  dŚe Kerala Legislative Assembly ƉasseĚ a 

resŽůuƟŽn urŐinŐ tŚe Centraů ŐŽǀernŵent tŽ aŵenĚ 
tŚe tiůĚůiĨe WrŽteĐƟŽn AĐt tŽ aĚĚress Śuŵan-aniŵaů 
ĐŽnŇiĐts effeĐƟǀeůy͘

What is Human-Animal Conflict?
1. It occurs when the interaction between humans 

and wildlife ůeaĚs tŽ neŐaƟǀe resuůts͕ suĐŚ as ůŽss ŽĨ 
ƉrŽƉerty͕  ůiǀeůiŚŽŽĚs͕ anĚ eǀen ůiĨe͘ 

2. dŚe ĚeĨensiǀe anĚ revenge killing ŵay eǀentuaůůy 
Ěriǀe tŚese sƉeĐies tŽ eǆƟnĐƟŽn͘

Why human-wildlife conflict is increasing?
1. /nĚia s͛ urbanization͕ ƉusŚeĚ its ůarŐe ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn 

anĚ economic growth͕ saĐriĮĐinŐ enǀirŽnŵentaů 
ĐŽnĐerns͕ ůeaĚinŐ tŽ Śaďitat ůŽss anĚ an inĐrease in 
inǀasiǀe sƉeĐies͘
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2. Climate change͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ƉŚenŽŵena ůiŬe �ů EinŽ͕ 

ĚisruƉts /nĚia s͛ aŐrarian eĐŽnŽŵy͘ 
ӑ dŚis ĐŚanŐes tŚe cropping patterns which 

ĚisruƉts eĐŽůŽŐiĐaů ďaůanĐe anĚ ƉusŚes ǁiůĚůiĨe 
intŽ Śuŵan seƩůeŵents͘

3. dŚe Wildlife Protection Act of 2022͕ ǁŚiĐŚ reserǀes 
tŚe autŚŽrity tŽ ĚeĐůare aniŵaůs as ‘vermin’ solely to 
tŚe Đentraů ŐŽǀernŵent͕ ĐŽntriďutes tŽ unreŐuůateĚ 
ǁiůĚůiĨe ŐrŽǁtŚ͘

;Note: Vermin are pests or animals that can spread 
diseases or destroy crops or livestock. For example, 
mice, rats, and even rabbits when they destroy gardens 
have been called vermin.)

What is CITES?
1. It ensures international trade regulations for 

aniŵaůs anĚ Ɖůants͘
2. �raŌeĚ ďy IUCN͕ it Đaŵe intŽ ĨŽrĐe in ϭϵϳϱ͘
3. dŚe seĐretariat͕ administered by UNEP͕ is ůŽĐateĚ 

in 'eneǀa͕ ^ǁitǌerůanĚ͘
4. India became a signatory in ϭϵϳϲ͘
5. C/d�^ is legally binding ďut reƋuires aĚĚiƟŽnaů 

ĚŽŵesƟĐ ůeŐisůaƟŽn ĨŽr enĨŽrĐeŵent i͘e͕͘ not self-
executing. 

How such conflicts can be avoided?
1. dŚe ŐŽǀernŵent empower the Gram Panchayats 

ďy aŵenĚinŐ tŚe AĐt tŽ Ěeaů ǁitŚ suĐŚ turďuůent 
aniŵaůs͘ AnĚ aůsŽ aůůŽǁs tŚe state ŐŽǀernŵent tŽ 
ĚeĐůare ͚ǀerŵin͛ aniŵaůs͘ 

2. dŚere sŚŽuůĚ ďe crop insurance unĚer tŚe WraĚŚan 
Dantri-&asaů �iŵa zŽũana ;WD-&�zͿ sŽ tŚat Ĩarŵers 
ĚŽ nŽt Őet intŽ ĐŽnŇiĐt ǁitŚ aniŵaůs ůiŬe eůeƉŚants͘ 

3. dŽ ĚeĐrease aniŵaů ŵiŐraƟŽn͕ tŚe autŚŽriƟes sŚaůů 
ensure the forest and water resources within the 
forest areas. 

4. Mass awareness͕ ďy reĐŽŐniǌinŐ tŚe effŽrts ŽĨ an 
inĚiǀiĚuaů Đan Đreate ŚarŵŽniŽus reůaƟŽns͘ 

4.   AFTER 40 YEARS, CENTRE REVISES RULES 
ON WILDLIFE TRADE

1. dŚe Dinistry ŽĨ �nǀirŽnŵent͕ &Žrest anĚ Cůiŵate 
CŚanŐe ;MoEFCCͿ Śas intrŽĚuĐeĚ neǁ ruůes ĐaůůeĚ 
“Wildlife (Protection) Licensing (Additional Matters 
for Consideration) Rules, 2024.”

2. dŚese ruůes reƉůaĐe tŚe ŽůĚer ǀersiŽn ĨrŽŵ ϭϵϴϯ͘

Old Rules (1983):
1. hnĚer tŚe tiůĚůiĨe WrŽteĐƟŽn AĐt ;WPAͿ ŽĨ 1972, 

tŚese ruůes stŽƉƉeĚ ŐiǀinŐ ůiĐenses ĨŽr traĚinŐ aniŵaůs 

ůisteĚ in Schedule I or Part II of Schedule II.

2. >iĐenses ǁere Žnůy Őiǀen in sƉeĐiaů Đases ǁitŚ tŚe 

Đentraů ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ aƉƉrŽǀaů͘

New Rules (2024):
1. EŽǁ͕ nŽ ůiĐense ǁiůů ďe Őiǀen ĨŽr aniŵaůs in Schedule 

I͕ unůess tŚe Đentraů ŐŽǀernŵent is ĐŽnsuůteĚ Įrst͘

2. dŚe CŚieĨ tiůĚůiĨe tarĚen Žr an AutŚŽriǌeĚ KĸĐer 

ǁiůů Őiǀe Žut ůiĐenses͘ dŚey ǁiůů ĐŽnsiĚer ĨaĐtŽrs ůiŬe 

eǆisƟnŐ ůiĐenses anĚ ŚŽǁ tŚe ůiĐense ŵiŐŚt affeĐt tŚe 

ŚunƟnŐ Žr traĚe ŽĨ tŚe aniŵaůs in ƋuesƟŽn͘

Impact of the New Rules:
1. dŚere is a ĐŽnĐern tŚat tŚese neǁ ruůes ŵiŐŚt Śarŵ 

ŵaŵŵaůs anĚ ďirĚs in ^ĐŚeĚuůe //͕ as sŽŵe are 

aůreaĚy at risŬ͕ ůiŬe �uůďuůs͕ &aůĐŽns͕ durtůes͕ 'eĐŬŽs͕ 

^naŬes͕ anĚ �ats͘

Changes in Wildlife Protection Act:
/n 2022͕ tŚe tiůĚůiĨe WrŽteĐƟŽn ;AŵenĚŵentͿ AĐt 

ŵaĚe ĐŚanŐes tŽ tŚe ϭϵϳ2 aĐt͕ reĚuĐinŐ tŚe nuŵďer ŽĨ 

^ĐŚeĚuůes ĨrŽŵ ϲ tŽ 4͘

1. Schedule I: Aniŵaůs ǁitŚ tŚe ŚiŐŚest ƉrŽteĐƟŽn ;e͘Ő͕͘ 

�ůaĐŬďuĐŬ͕ ^ůŽtŚ �ear͕  CŚeetaŚ͕ ^ǁaŵƉ �eerͿ͘

2. Schedule II: Aniŵaůs ǁitŚ ůesser ƉrŽteĐƟŽn ;e͘Ő͕͘ 

EiůŐai͕ /nĚian &ůyinŐ ĨŽǆ͕ AnĚaŵan �uůďuůͿ͘

3. Schedule III: WrŽteĐteĚ Wůant sƉeĐies ;e͘Ő͕͘ Eeeů 

<urinũi͕ WitĐŚer Ɖůant͕ dree turŵeriĐͿ͘

4. Schedule IV: ^ƉeĐiŵens ůisteĚ unĚer tŚe C/d�^ ;e͘Ő͕͘ 

Ziǀer �ŽůƉŚin͕ ^ƉiĚer DŽnŬeysͿ͘

 dŚis ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts tŚe ĐŚanŐes in ǁiůĚůiĨe ƉrŽteĐƟŽn ůaǁs 

in /nĚia͕ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn tŚe ůiĐensinŐ ŽĨ traĚe anĚ ƉrŽteĐƟŽn 

ůeǀeůs ŽĨ ǀariŽus sƉeĐies͘

5.   WORLD’S LARGEST DEEP-WATER CORAL 
REEF 

1. /n January 2024 ^ĐienƟsts ĚisĐŽǀereĚ tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ 

ůarŐest ĚeeƉ-sea Coral Reef Habitat͕ ůŽĐateĚ Žff tŚe 

Atlantic coast ŽĨ tŚe hniteĚ ^tates͘

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-us-relations-5
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What is a coral reef? 
1. A ĐŽraů reeĨ is a ŐrŽuƉ ŽĨ inǀerteďrate aniŵaůs 

ĐaůůeĚ coral anĚ polyps ůiǀinŐ tŽŐetŚer in tŚe 
ŽĐean͘ dŚese ƉŽůyƉs ŵaŬe ŚarĚ sŬeůetŽns ĨrŽŵ cal-
cium carbonate͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ďuiůĚ uƉ tŽ ĨŽrŵ tŚe reeĨ s͛ 
structure.

2. It is a symbiotic relationship ďetǁeen ĐŽraů anĚ ǌŽ-
ŽǆantŚeůůae ;aůŐaeͿ͘ 

3. CŽraů reeĨs are ŚŽŵe tŽ ŵany Ěifferent 
sea Đreatures ůiŬe ĮsŚ͕ Đraďs͕ anĚ sŚeůůĮsŚ͘  
dŚese reeĨs are iŵƉŽrtant ďeĐause tŚey ŚeůƉ ŬeeƉ 
tŚe ŽĐean Ĩuůů ŽĨ ůiĨe anĚ ƉrŽteĐt sŚŽres ĨrŽŵ ůarŐe͕ 
ĚestruĐƟǀe ǁaǀes͘

a. Examples͗ dŚe 'reat �arrier ZeeĨ in Austraůia 

;tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ ůarŐest trŽƉiĐaů ĐŽraů reeĨ systeŵͿ͕ 

anĚ tŚe �eůiǌe �arrier ZeeĨ in Centraů AŵeriĐa͘ 

Features of the Deep-Sea Coral Reef:

1. dŚe reeĨ is aƉƉrŽǆ͘ 500 km in length͕ ĨrŽŵ &ůŽriĚa tŽ 

^ŽutŚ CarŽůina͘ At sŽŵe ƉŽints͕ its ǁiĚtŚ is ϭϭ0 Ŭŵ͘ 

2. &ŽunĚ in ĚeeƉ Ɖarts ŽĨ tŚe ŽĐean͕ ĨrŽŵ 200 tŽ ϭ͕000 

ŵeters ĚŽǁn͕ ǁŚere sunlight cannot reach.

3. /t is tŚe ďiŐŐest ĚeeƉ-ǁater ĐŽraů reeĨ ĨŽunĚ͕ ďut 

the Great Barrier Reef is the biggest one in shallow 

water.

Significance and Threats to corals:

Aspect Significance Threats

Biodiversity
,Žŵes tŽ Ěiǀerse sea 
creatures.

WŽůůuƟŽn ĨrŽŵ ĐŽastaů ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 

Coastal Protection
Natural barriers against 
ǁaǀes anĚ stŽrŵs

CŽastaů ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn anĚ ŚarŵĨuů ĮsŚinŐ ƉraĐƟĐes

Tourism
�ŽŽsts ůŽĐaů eĐŽnŽŵies͕ 
Žffers reĐreaƟŽnaů aĐƟǀiƟes

Careůess tŽurisŵ ĚaŵaŐes reeĨs anĚ ŵarine ůiĨe

Fisheries
�ssenƟaů ďreeĚinŐ anĚ 
nursery ŐrŽunĚs ĨŽr ĮsŚ

KǀerĮsŚinŐ anĚ Śaďitat ĚestruĐƟŽn enĚanŐers ĮsŚes͘ 

Climate Change Daintains eĐŽůŽŐiĐaů ďaůanĐe
tarŵer seas anĚ aĐiĚiĮĐaƟŽn ǁeaŬen ĐŽraů struĐtures͘ 
>eaĚs tŽ CŽraů ďůeaĐŚinŐ͘

Difference Between Deep and Shallow Water Coral Reefs:

Aspect Deep Water Coral Reefs Shallow Water Coral Reefs

Depth Range Deep, typically 200 - 1,000 meters Shallow, usually less than 30 meters

Light 
Availability

>iŵiteĚ tŽ nŽ sunůiŐŚt ƉenetraƟŽn AďunĚant sunůiŐŚt ƉenetraƟŽn

Food Zeůy Žn WŚŽtŽsyntŚeƟĐ aůŐae &eeĚ Žn sŵaůů ƉůanŬtŽn Žr aǀaiůaďůe ŽrŐaniĐ ŵateriaů

Coral Growth &iůter ĨŽŽĚ ƉarƟĐůes ĨŽr enerŐy Relies on photosynthesis for energy

Examples
CŽraů reeĨs ĨŽunĚ in ĚeeƉer ŽĐeaniĐ 
regions

ZeeĨs ĐŽŵŵŽnůy ĨŽunĚ near ĐŽastůines

Threats
suůneraďůe tŽ Đůiŵate ĐŚanŐe anĚ Śuŵan 
ĚisturďanĐes͘ 

suůneraďůe tŽ Đůiŵate ĐŚanŐe͕ ƉŽůůuƟŽn͕ anĚ 
ŽǀerĮsŚinŐ͕ Kiů anĚ Őas ĚriůůinŐ͘ 
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Initiatives to Conserve corals
1. Global Initiatives

a. International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)͗ A 
teaŵ effŽrt ďetǁeen ŐŽǀernŵents͕ E'Ks͕ 
anĚ internaƟŽnaů ŐrŽuƉs tŽ saǀe ĐŽraů reeĨs 
ǁŽrůĚǁiĚe͘

b. United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)͗ SDG 14 ĨŽĐuses Žn ƉrŽteĐƟnŐ ŽĐeans͕ 
seas͕ anĚ ŵarine ůiĨe͕ inĐůuĚinŐ effŽrts tŽ saǀe 
anĚ reǀiǀe ĐŽraů reeĨs͘

2. Indian Initiatives:
a. National Coral Reef Research Institute͗ ^et uƉ tŽ 

stuĚy͕  traĐŬ͕ anĚ ƉrŽteĐt ĐŽraů reeĨs in /nĚia͘
b. Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) 

Program: hsinŐ sustainaďůe ŵetŚŽĚs͕ a Ɖůan tŽ 
saĨeŐuarĚ /nĚia s͛ ĐŽasts anĚ seas͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ĐŽraů 
reefs.

c. Coral Reef Conservation Programs: CŽůůaďŽraƟǀe 
ƉrŽũeĐts inǀŽůǀinŐ ŐŽǀernŵent͕ sĐienƟsts͕ anĚ 
ůŽĐaů ƉeŽƉůe tŽ saĨeŐuarĚ /nĚian ĐŽraů reeĨs͘

6.   THE ROLE OF E-FUELS IN DECARBONISING 
TRANSPORT

 dŚe reƉŽrt naŵeĚ ͚ dŚe ZŽůe ŽĨ �-Ĩueůs in �eĐarďŽnisinŐ 
dransƉŽrt͛ Śas ďeen ƉreƉareĚ ďy tŚe /�A ;/nternaƟŽnaů 
�nerŐy AŐenĐyͿ tŽ assess tŚe rŽůe ŽĨ �-Ĩueů as a ƉrŽŵisinŐ 
sŽůuƟŽn in ĚeĐarďŽnisinŐ tŚe transƉŽrt seĐtŽr͘

What are E-Fuels?  
1. �-Ĩueůs͕ aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as eůeĐtrŽĨueůs͕ are syntŚeƟĐ 

fuels made from captured carbon dioxide or carbon 
ŵŽnŽǆiĚe anĚ ŚyĚrŽŐen ŽďtaineĚ ĨrŽŵ ǁater 
electrolysis.

2. dŚe ƉrŽĐess inǀŽůǀes usinŐ sustainable electricity 
sŽurĐes tŽ sƉůit ǁater ŵŽůeĐuůes anĚ Žďtain ŚyĚrŽŐen͕ 
ǁŚiĐŚ is tŚen ĐŽŵďineĚ ǁitŚ CK2 unĚer ŚiŐŚ Ɖressure 
using a catalyst.

3. E-fuels are climate-neutral anĚ Đan ďe useĚ as a 
sustainaďůe aůternaƟǀe tŽ ĨŽssiů Ĩueůs in eǆisƟnŐ 
inĨrastruĐture ĨŽr ǀeŚiĐůes͕ sŚiƉs͕ anĚ airƉůanes͘

4. dŚey Žffer a ǁay tŽ reduce CO2 emissions in 
tŚe transƉŽrt anĚ ŚeaƟnŐ seĐtŽrs ǁŚiůe uƟůiǌinŐ 
renewable energy sources.

Key Points from the IEA Report:
1. 10% E-fuels Share by 2030: dŚe reƉŽrt sets tŚe 

aŵďiƟŽus tarŐet ŽĨ aĐŚieǀinŐ a ϭ0й sŚare ŽĨ e-Ĩueůs 
in tŚe aǀiaƟŽn anĚ sŚiƉƉinŐ seĐtŽrs ďy 20ϯ0͘

2. Technology Assessment: dŚe reƉŽrt assesses tŚe 
eŵerŐinŐ e-Ĩueů teĐŚnŽůŽŐies anĚ eǀaůuates tŚeir 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů anĚ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ asƉeĐts͘

3. Cost Reduction: �ŵƉŚasis is ƉůaĐeĚ Žn ĐŽst reĚuĐƟŽn 
in �-&ueů ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͕ ǁŚiĐŚ is neĐessary ĨŽr aĐŚieǀinŐ 
tŚe aŵďiƟŽus ϭ0й tarŐet͘

4. Resource and Infrastructure Investments: dŚe reƉŽrt 
Žutůines tŚe resŽurĐes anĚ inĨrastruĐture inǀestŵents 
essenƟaů ĨŽr aĐŚieǀinŐ tŚe set ŐŽaů͘

Government’s initiatives to promote e-fuels
1. National Green Hydrogen Mission with a target of 5 

DDd annuaů Őreen ŚyĚrŽŐenͬ aŵŵŽnia ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn 
by 2030

2. ^uďsiĚies ĨŽr ƉetrŽů anĚ Ěieseů ǁere reŵŽǀeĚ in tŚe 
earůy 20ϭ0s͕ anĚ subsidies for electric vehicles were 
intrŽĚuĐeĚ in 20ϭϵ͘

3. Import substitution ŽĨ arŽunĚ /EZ ϭϳ͕ϱ00 Cr eǀery 
year͕  anĚ /ŵƉetus tŽ ZesearĐŚ anĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent tŽ 
aĐŚieǀe ŚiŐŚer eĸĐienĐy in sŽůar Ws ŵŽĚuůes͘

Challenges and solutions
Challenges Solutions
1. ,iŐŚ CŽst 

of E-fuel 
WrŽĚuĐƟŽn

1. Pursue economies of scale 
;ŵeans ďiŐ inĚustries ŵust taŬe 
tŚe iniƟaƟǀe tŽ ƉrŽĚuĐe �-&ueůsͿ͘ 

2. Increase infrastructure 
inǀestŵents͘

2. �iĸĐuůty 
in altering 
current 
>eŐisůaƟŽn 
anĚ WŽůiĐies

1. AĚǀŽĐate anĚ iŵƉůeŵent 
ůeŐisůaƟŽn suƉƉŽrƟnŐ e-Ĩueů use͘ 

2. Establish clear, long-term policies 
tŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe a ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ ĨŽr 
ǁiĚesƉreaĚ aĚŽƉƟŽn ŽĨ �-&ueůs͘

3. tiĚer 
acceptance 
by the 
general 
public 
will be a 
challenge.

1. &Žster ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn ďetǁeen 
ŐŽǀernŵents͕ inĚustries͕ anĚ 
researĐŚ insƟtuƟŽns ĨŽr ŵaŬinŐ 
easiůy aĐĐeƉtaďůe ŵŽĚeůs ŽĨ 
E-fuel usage.  

2. �eǀeůŽƉ anĚ iŵƉůeŵent 
strateŐies ĨŽr enĐŽuraŐinŐ ďrŽaĚ 
acceptance.
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4. /t is ĚiĸĐuůt 
for E-fuels 
to replace 
traĚiƟŽnaů 
Ĩueůs ůiŬe 
petrol, 
Ěieseů͕ etĐ͘

1. �ǆƉůŽre ǁays tŽ inteŐrate e-Ĩueůs 
intŽ eǆisƟnŐ ǀeŚiĐůes ǁitŚŽut 
ŵaũŽr ŵŽĚiĮĐaƟŽns͘

7.  UREA GOLD: A SULPHUR COATED UREA

 ZeĐentůy͕  Caďinet CŽŵŵiƩee Žn �ĐŽnŽŵiĐ Affairs 

(CCEA) Śas aƉƉrŽǀeĚ tŚe ůaunĐŚ ŽĨ ͞Urea Gold,” a 

sulphur-coated urea (SCU) ĨerƟůiǌer͕  tŽ aĚĚress suůƉŚur 

ĚeĮĐienĐy in /nĚian aŐriĐuůture͘

About Urea:

1. hrea is Žne ŽĨ tŚe ŵŽst ĐŽnĐentrateĚ nitrŽŐenŽus 

ĨerƟůiǌers͕ ǁŚiĐŚ reaĚiůy ĐŽnǀerts tŽ aŵŵŽnia in tŚe 

sŽiů Ͷ an essenƟaů ŵaĐrŽnutrient ĨŽr Ɖůant ĨunĐƟŽns͘

2. EŽrŵaů urea ĐŽntains 4ϲй ŽĨ a sinŐůe Ɖůant nutrient 

i.e. Nitrogen.

3. /nĚia is Žne ŽĨ tŚe ůarŐest ĐŽnsuŵers ŽĨ ĐŚeŵiĐaů 

ĨerƟůiǌers in tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘

4. hrea is /nĚia s͛ ŵŽst ǁiĚeůy useĚ ĨerƟůiǌer͕  ǁitŚ its 

ĐŽnsuŵƉƟŽn risinŐ ĨrŽŵ 2ϲ͘ϳ ŵiůůiŽn tŽnnes tŽ ϯϱ͘ϳ 

ŵt ďetǁeen 200ϵ-ϭ0 anĚ 2022-2ϯ͘

5. /t is iŵƉŽrt ĚeƉenĚent 2022-2ϯ͕ ϳ͘ϲ ŵiůůiŽn ŵetriĐ 

tŽns ŽĨ urea ǁere iŵƉŽrteĚ Žut ŽĨ a tŽtaů ŽĨ ϯϱ͘ϳ ŵt 

ĐŽnsuŵeĚ͕ raisinŐ siŐniĮĐant ĐŽnĐerts͘

What is Urea Gold?

1. Composition: hnůiŬe traĚiƟŽnaů urea ǁitŚ 4ϲй 

nitrŽŐen ;EͿ͕ hrea 'ŽůĚ Ĩeatures ϯϳй E anĚ ϭϳй 

^uůƉŚur͕  ŵaŬinŐ it an enŚanĐeŵent in nutrient 

ĐŽŵďinaƟŽn͘

2. Aims: /t aiŵs tŽ aĚĚress suůƉŚur ĚeĮĐienĐies in tŚe 

soil. 

3. Type: /t s͛ a nŽn-ŽrŐaniĐ͕ sůŽǁ-reůease ĨerƟůiǌer ǁitŚ a 

sƉeĐiaů ĐŽaƟnŐ͘

4. Function: WreŚeateĚ urea Őranuůes are ĐŽateĚ ǁitŚ 

molten Sulphur, forming a membrane that regulates 

nitrŽŐen reůease ĨŽr ŽƉƟŵaů Ɖůant ŐrŽǁtŚ͘

5. Nitrogen Content: ^Ch Őeneraůůy ĐŽntains arŽunĚ ϯϭ-

ϯϴй E͘
About Nano Liquid Urea͗
1. Nano urea contains nitrogen in the form of granules 

tŚat are a ŚunĚreĚ tŚŽusanĚ Ɵŵes Įner tŚan a 
sheet of paper.

2. EanŽ ůiƋuiĚ urea ǁas ůaunĐŚeĚ in June 202ϭ ďy tŚe 
/nĚian &arŵers anĚ &erƟůiser CŽŽƉeraƟǀe ;/&&CKͿ͘

3. /t ǁas ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ as a nanŽteĐŚnŽůŽŐy-ďaseĚ 
ƉrŽĐess tŽ ƉrŽĚuĐe urea ŵŽůeĐuůes in ůiƋuiĚ ĨŽrŵ͘

4. /t ǁas ĐůaiŵeĚ ďy /&&CK tŚat a ϱ00-sƉray ďŽƩůe 
ŽĨ nanŽ urea Đan suďsƟtute a Ĩuůů 4ϱ ŬŐ ďaŐ ŽĨ 
ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů ĨerƟůiǌer͘

5. AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚe hniŽn CŚeŵiĐaů anĚ &erƟůiǌer 
Dinister͕  /nĚia is aiŵinŐ tŽ ŵanuĨaĐture 44 ĐrŽre 
ďŽƩůes ŽĨ EanŽ hrea annuaůůy ďy tŚe year 202ϱ͘

Why is Urea Gold needed?

1. India: ,eaǀiůy reůiant Žn hrea iŵƉŽrts ;ϳ͘ϲ ŵiůůiŽn 

tŽnnes Žut ŽĨ ϯϱ͘ϳ ŵiůůiŽn tŽnnes in 202ϯͿ͘ �ŽŵesƟĐ 

hrea ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn reůies Śeaǀiůy Žn imported feedstock.

2. High Urea Consumption: >eaĚs tŽ neŐaƟǀe 

enǀirŽnŵentaů iŵƉaĐts ůiŬe air and water pollution, 

anĚ aŵŵŽnia eŵissiŽns ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ tŽ global 

warming.

3. Low Nutrient Use Efficiency (NUE): Causes higher 

input costs for farmers.

Significance

1. ^uůƉŚur-ĐŽateĚ urea aůůŽǁs ĨŽr a gradual release of 

nitrogen͕ iŵƉrŽǀinŐ its aǀaiůaďiůity anĚ uƉtaŬe ďy 

ĐrŽƉs Žǀer Ɵŵe͘

2. hrea 'ŽůĚ͕ enriĐŚeĚ ǁitŚ ŚuŵiĐ aĐiĚ͕ eǆtenĚs its 

effectiveness and longevity as a ĨerƟůiǌer͘

3. CŽŵƉareĚ tŽ ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů urea͕ hrea 'ŽůĚ Žffers 

equivalent benefits with less quantity͕ ǁitŚ ϭϱ ŬŐ 

ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ siŵiůar aĚǀantaŐes as 20 ŬŐ ŽĨ reŐuůar urea͕ 

ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ eĸĐienĐy in ĨarŵinŐ ƉraĐƟĐes͘
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Key Findings about the Efficacy of Liquid Nano Urea

1. Decline in grain nitrogen content͗ ĚeĐůineĚ ďy ϭϳй in 

riĐe anĚ ϭϭ͘ϱй in ǁŚeat͘

2. Decline in yield͗ dŚere ǁas a 2ϭ͘ϲй ĚeĐrease in 

ǁŚeat yieůĚ anĚ a ϭϯй ĚeĐrease in riĐe yieůĚs ǁitŚ 

tŚe use ŽĨ nanŽ urea ĚeĐůine͘ 

• dŚis ŵay ůeaĚ tŽ a ĐŚaůůenŐe ŽĨ &ŽŽĚ /nseĐurity in 

the country. 

3. Higher cost: dŚe ĐŽst ŽĨ nanŽ urea ĨŽrŵuůaƟŽn ǁas 

ϭ0 Ɵŵes ŚiŐŚer tŚan tŚat ŽĨ Őranuůar urea͘ 

• dŚis ǁiůů uůƟŵateůy iŵƉaĐt tŚe eĐŽnŽŵiĐ 

ĐŽnĚiƟŽn ŽĨ Ĩarŵers͘

4. Decrease in Ground Mass and Root Volume͗ dŚe 

WAh ĮeůĚ eǆƉeriŵents aůsŽ reǀeaůeĚ tŚat tŚe aďŽǀe-

ŐrŽunĚ ďiŽŵass anĚ rŽŽt ǀŽůuŵe ǁere reĚuĐeĚ aŌer 

nanŽ urea aƉƉůiĐaƟŽn͘

5. Conventional Urea is more efficient: AĐĐŽrĚinŐ 

tŽ sĐienƟsts͕ eǀen iĨ ϭ00 Ɖer Đent use eĸĐienĐy is 

aĐŚieǀeĚ ďy tŚis nanŽĨŽrŵuůaƟŽn͕ tŚe reƋuireĚ 

nitrŽŐen nutrient ĐŽuůĚ nŽt ďe ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ tŽ tŚe 

ŐrŽǁinŐ ĐrŽƉ ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ nitrŽŐen ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ ďy 4ϱ 

ŬŐ ŽĨ ĐŽnǀenƟŽnaů urea͘

6. Scientists’ conclusion: Results are not encouraging 

anĚ tŚe use ŽĨ /&&CK nanŽ urea ĐannŽt ďe 

reĐŽŵŵenĚeĚ ĨŽr riĐe anĚ ǁŚeat͘ /t ŵay ĨurtŚer 

taŬe ϱ-ϳ years ĨŽr nanŽ urea tŽ reaĐŚ eĸĐaĐy eƋuaů 

to nano urea.

Challenges Solutions

1. Pricing and 

Availability

�nsurinŐ hrea 'ŽůĚ is readily 

available anĚ aĐĐessiďůe tŽ Ĩarŵers 

at a ĐŽŵƉeƟƟǀe ƉriĐe is ĐruĐiaů ĨŽr 

its ǁiĚesƉreaĚ aĚŽƉƟŽn͘

2. Education 

and Awareness

&arŵers neeĚ tŽ ďe eĚuĐateĚ aďŽut 

tŚe ďeneĮts anĚ proper application 

ŽĨ hrea 'ŽůĚ tŽ ŵaǆiŵiǌe its 

effeĐƟǀeness͘

3. Distribution 

and 

Infrastructure

�uiůĚinŐ a rŽďust distribution 

network tŽ reaĐŚ reŵŽte areas anĚ 

sŵaůůŚŽůĚer Ĩarŵers is essenƟaů ĨŽr 

hrea 'ŽůĚ s͛ suĐĐess͘

4. Long-term 

Impact Studies

tŚiůe iniƟaů triaůs are ƉrŽŵisinŐ͕ 

further research is needed to assess 

tŚe ůŽnŐ-terŵ iŵƉaĐt ŽĨ hrea 'ŽůĚ 

Žn sŽiů ŚeaůtŚ͕ ĐrŽƉ yieůĚs͕ anĚ tŚe 

enǀirŽnŵent͘

Conclusion

 tŚiůe hrea 'ŽůĚ anĚ ĨŽrƟĮeĚ ĨerƟůiǌers Žffer 

ƉrŽŵisinŐ sŽůuƟŽns tŽ aĚĚress Eh� ĐŚaůůenŐes anĚ 

ŚiŐŚ hrea ĐŽnsuŵƉƟŽn͕ suĐĐessĨuů iŵƉůeŵentaƟŽn 

requires Addressing pricing discrepancies and ensuring 

^Ch is affŽrĚaďůe ĨŽr Ĩarŵers ĐŽŵƉareĚ tŽ reŐuůar 

urea. Streamlining distribution: /ŵƉůeŵent eĸĐient 

ĚistriďuƟŽn ĐŚanneůs tŽ reaĐŚ Ĩarŵers reaĚiůy͘ dŚe ůaunĐŚ 

ŽĨ hrea 'ŽůĚ ŵarŬs a siŐniĮĐant steƉ tŽǁarĚs sustainaďůe 

anĚ eĸĐient /nĚian aŐriĐuůture͘ ,Žǁeǀer͕  suĐĐessĨuůůy 

naǀiŐaƟnŐ ƉriĐinŐ anĚ ĚistriďuƟŽn ĐŚaůůenŐes ǁiůů ďe 

ĐruĐiaů tŽ ŵaǆiŵiǌinŐ its iŵƉaĐt͘

8.  WETLAND CITY ACCREDITATION UNDER 
THE RAMSAR CONVENTION

 dŚe Dinistry ŽĨ �nǀirŽnŵent͕ &Žrest͕ anĚ Cůiŵate 

CŚanŐe ;DŽ�&CCͿ Śas suŐŐesteĚ tŚat /nĚŽre͕ �ŚŽƉaů͕ anĚ 

hĚaiƉur ďe reĐŽŐniǌeĚ as tetůanĚ CiƟes͕ unĚer tetůanĚ 

City AĐĐreĚitaƟŽn ;tCAͿ͘ 

What are Wetlands?

 AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚe Zaŵsar CŽnǀenƟŽn͕ tetůanĚs are 

places that can be natural or man-made, ůiŬe ŵarsŚes͕ 

sǁaŵƉs͕ Žr areas ǁitŚ ǁater͘  dŚey Đan ďe permanent or 

temporary, with still or moving water͕ anĚ Đan ďe fresh, 

brackish, or salty͘ dŚey aůsŽ inĐůuĚe ƉůaĐes ǁitŚ sŚaůůŽǁ 

ŵarine ǁater uƉ tŽ siǆ ŵeters ĚeeƉ at ůŽǁ ƟĚe͘
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About Wetland City Accreditation (WCA):

1. sŽůuntary reĐŽŐniƟŽn systeŵ ĨŽr tŚe siŐniĮĐanĐe 

ŽĨ ǁetůanĚs in ĐiƟes anĚ nearďy areas͘ 

 AƉƉrŽǀeĚ ĚurinŐ tŚe CKWϭ2 ŽĨ Zaŵsar CŽnǀenƟŽn 

in 2015. Aim͗ �nĐŽuraŐe tŚe ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn ŽĨ 

ǁetůanĚs anĚ ensure sustainaďůe ďeneĮts ĨŽr ůŽĐaů 

ĐŽŵŵuniƟes in urďan anĚ transiƟŽnaů ǌŽnes͘

2. dŚe tCA is ǀaůiĚ ĨŽr ϲ years͘ 

Criteria͗ �aseĚ Žn ϲ ĨaĐtŽrs͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe eǆistenĐe 

ŽĨ Zaŵsar sites Žr ŽtŚer ǁetůanĚ ĐŽnserǀaƟŽn 

areas in the city. 

More on the news

1. dŚe ǁetůanĚs ůinŬeĚ tŽ tŚese ĐiƟes are͗

a. Sirpur Wetland and Yashwant Sagar in /nĚŽre

b. Bhoj Wetland in �ŚŽƉaů

c. Pichola, Fateh Sagar, Rang Sagar, Swaroop Sagar, 

and Doodh Talai in hĚaiƉur

2. 'eƫnŐ tŚis aĐĐreĚitaƟŽn ǁiůů ŵaŬe it easier tŽ 

carry out the Amrit Dharohar Initiative aůů Žǀer tŚe 

country. 

;Note: Amrit Dharohar Aims to achieve similar goals 

by promoting unique conservation values of Ramsar 

Sites.)

3. Significance of WCA

a. WrŽǀiĚes an ŽƉƉŽrtunity ĨŽr ĐiƟes tŚat ǀaůue tŚeir 

naturaů Žr Śuŵan-ŵaĚe ǁetůanĚs tŽ

i. 'ain internaƟŽnaů reĐŽŐniƟŽn anĚ ǁiůů aƩraĐt 

tŽurists ĨrŽŵ aĐrŽss tŚe ŐůŽďe ďŽŽsƟnŐ tŚeir 

tourism.

ii. ^ŽůiĚiĨy tŚe ƉŽsiƟǀe ďranĚinŐ ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes 

ĨŽr tŚeir effŽrts in ĚeŵŽnstraƟnŐ strŽnŐ 

ƉŽsiƟǀe reůaƟŽnsŚiƉs ǁitŚ ǁetůanĚs͘

b. WCA will reinforce the ongoing Amrit Dharohar 

iniƟaƟǀe ŽĨ tŚe DŽ�&ΘCC annŽunĐeĚ as Ɖart ŽĨ 

tŚis 202ϯ-24 ďuĚŐet.

About Ramsar Convention
ϭ͘ /nterŐŽǀernŵentaů treaty estaďůisŚeĚ in ϭϵϳϭ in 

Zaŵsar͕  /ran͕ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn ĐŽnserǀinŐ anĚ ǁiseůy 
usinŐ ǁetůanĚs anĚ tŚeir resŽurĐes͘

2͘ 'ůŽďaů WarƟĐiƉaƟŽn͗ As ŽĨ January 2024͕ ϭϳ2 
ĐŽuntries are Ɖart ŽĨ tŚe Zaŵsar CŽnǀenƟŽn͘

3. India has 75 wetland sites unĚer tŚe Zaŵsar 
CŽnǀenƟŽn͘

9.   IEA’S ELECTRICITY REPORT 2024
 dŚe /nternaƟŽnaů �nerŐy AŐenĐy ;/�AͿ reůeaseĚ tŚe 
͞�ůeĐtriĐity 2024͟ reƉŽrt͕ ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ ĐriƟĐaů insiŐŚts intŽ 
/nĚia s͛ enerŐy ůanĚsĐaƉe͘

 AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚe ůatest /nternaƟŽnaů �nerŐy AŐenĐy s͛ 
;/�AͿ �ůeĐtriĐity 2024 ZeƉŽrt͕ /nĚia s͛ eůeĐtriĐity ĚeŵanĚ 
ǁiůů surƉass CŚina s͛ anĚ Śaǀe tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ Ĩastest ŐrŽǁtŚ 
rate ďy 202ϲ͘

Key Insights from IEA’s Electricity Report 2024

1. �esƉite /nĚia s͛ net-ǌerŽ tarŐet ďy 20ϳ0͕ /nĚia ǁiůů 

heavily depend on coal ĨŽr eůeĐtriĐity unƟů 202ϲ͕ 

ĐŽnsƟtuƟnŐ ϲϴй ŽĨ ŐeneraƟŽn͘

2. /n 202ϯ͕ /nĚia saǁ a siŐniĮĐant rise in renewable 

energy aĚŽƉƟŽn͕ ǁitŚ reneǁaďůe sŽurĐes 

ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ 2ϭй tŽ eůeĐtriĐity ŐeneraƟŽn anĚ aĚĚinŐ 

2ϭ 't ŽĨ ĐaƉaĐity͕  ůarŐeůy Ěriǀen ďy sŽůar anĚ ǁinĚ 

energy growth.

3. /nĚia s͛ electricity demand surŐeĚ ďy ϳй in 202ϯ͕ ǁitŚ 

an anƟĐiƉateĚ annuaů ŐrŽǁtŚ rate ŽĨ ϲ͘ϱй ďetǁeen 

2024 anĚ 202ϲ͕ ƉŽsiƟŽninŐ tŚe ĐŽuntry tŽ surƉass 

CŚina s͛ eůeĐtriĐity ĚeŵanĚ ďy 202ϲ͘

4. �ŵerŐinŐ eĐŽnŽŵies͕ ƉreĚŽŵinantůy in ^ŽutŚ Asia͕ 

are set tŽ Ěriǀe arŽunĚ ϴϱй ŽĨ tŚe ŐůŽďaů eǆƉansiŽn 

in electricity capacity͕ ǁitŚ /nĚia s͛ ĚeŵanĚ nearinŐ 

tŚe ůeǀeůs ŽĨ tŚe hniteĚ <inŐĚŽŵ͘

5. CŚanŐinŐ ǁeatŚer ƉaƩerns in 202ϯ ĐauseĚ a ϭϱй 

decline in hydropower generation, while the 

ŐŽǀernŵent ŵanĚateĚ a ϲй ďůenĚinŐ ŽĨ iŵƉŽrteĚ 

ĐŽaů ǁitŚ ĚŽŵesƟĐ ĐŽaů unƟů DarĐŚ 2024 ĨŽr 

uninterruƉteĚ ƉŽǁer suƉƉůy͘
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ϲ͘ /nĚia is ĚiǀersiĨyinŐ its energy sources ďy aĚĚinŐ 

ǁinĚ͕ sŽůar͕  ůarŐe ŚyĚrŽ͕ anĚ nuĐůear ƉŽǁer ƉrŽũeĐts͘

ϳ͘ 'ůŽďaů nuclear power plants in tŚe ƉiƉeůine ;2024-

202ϲͿ are Ɖriŵariůy in CŚina anĚ /nĚia͕ ǁitŚ a 

ƉrŽũeĐteĚ nearůy ϭ0й inĐrease in ŐůŽďaů nuĐůear 

ŐeneraƟŽn ďy 202ϲ͘ /nĚia tarŐets triƉůinŐ its nuĐůear 

ĐaƉaĐity ďy 20ϯ2͕ aĚĚinŐ 4 't ďy 202ϲ͘

About India’s Power Sector:

1. /nĚia s͛ tŽtaů installed electricity generation capacity 

as ŽĨ Day 202ϯ is 4ϭϳ 't͕ ǁitŚ ĨŽssiů Ĩueůs aĐĐŽunƟnŐ 

ĨŽr ϱϲ͘ϴй͕ reneǁaďůes at 4ϭ͘4й͕ anĚ nuĐůear Ĩueů at 

ϭ͘ϲ0й͘

2. /nĚia aiŵs tŽ aĐŚieǀe͗

a.  a nŽn-ĨŽssiů Ĩueů enerŐy ĐaƉaĐity ŽĨ ϱ00 't ďy 

2030, 

b. ŵeeƟnŐ ϱ0й ŽĨ its enerŐy neeĚs ĨrŽŵ 

renewables, 

c. reĚuĐinŐ CK2 eŵissiŽns ďy ϭ ďiůůiŽn tŽns͕ anĚ 

d. aƩaininŐ a net-ǌerŽ eŵissiŽn status ďy 20ϳ0͕ 

as per the Panchamrit action plan anĚ reǀiseĚ 

EaƟŽnaůůy �eterŵineĚ CŽntriďuƟŽn ;E�CͿ ŽĨ 

August 2022.

International Energy Agency (IEA) Overview:

1. dŚe /�A is an inĚeƉenĚent inter-ŐŽǀernŵentaů 

ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽn ǁŚiĐŚ Śas its headquarters in Paris, 

France operating within the  Organisation for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ 

2. �staďůisŚeĚ in ϭϵϳ4 ǁitŚ tŚe primary goal of ensuring 

the security of oil supplies.

3. Currentůy͕  it Śas ϯϭ ŵeŵďer ĐŽuntries͕ ϭϭ assŽĐiaƟŽn 

ĐŽuntries anĚ 4 aĐĐessiŽn ĐŽuntries͘

4. /nĚia ďeĐaŵe an associate member of the IEA in 

20ϭϳ͘

5. A ĐanĚiĚate ĐŽuntry tŽ tŚe IEA must be a member 

country of the OECD.

6. <ey reports published ďy tŚe /�A inĐůuĚe 

a. tŽrůĚ �nerŐy KutůŽŽŬ reƉŽrts͘

b. /nĚia �nerŐy KutůŽŽŬ ZeƉŽrt͘

c. tŽrůĚ �nerŐy /nǀestŵent ZeƉŽrt͘

d. dŚe /�A deĐŚnŽůŽŐy ZŽaĚŵaƉ anĚ WŽůiĐy WatŚǁay 

series.

e. Annuaů �nerŐy �ĸĐienĐy DarŬet ZeƉŽrt͘

f. dŚe �nerŐy deĐŚnŽůŽŐy WersƉeĐƟǀes͘

What is Small Modular Reactor (SMR) Technology?

1. DŽŵentuŵ is inĐreasinŐ ĨŽr sŵaůů ŵŽĚuůar reaĐtŽr 

;^DZͿ teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͕  ŽfferinŐ advanced nuclear reactors 

ǁitŚ uƉ tŽ ϯ00 Dt;eͿ ĐaƉaĐity Ɖer unit͕ siŐniĮĐantůy 

sŵaůůer tŚan traĚiƟŽnaů reaĐtŽrs͘

2. ^DZs are ĐŚaraĐteriǌeĚ ďy tŚeir sŵaůů siǌe͕ ŵŽĚuůar 

ĚesiŐn͕ anĚ uƟůiǌaƟŽn ŽĨ nuclear fission to generate 

Śeat anĚ eůeĐtriĐity͕  ŽfferinŐ tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů ĨŽr ůŽǁ-

ĐarďŽn enerŐy ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͘

3. �esƉite ƉrŽŐress in ^DZ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ 

ĚeƉůŽyŵent͕ ĐŚaůůenŐes reŵain͕ ǁitŚ research and 

development effŽrts intensiĨyinŐ tŽ aĚĚress tŚeŵ͘

Conclusion:

 dŚe /�A s͛ �ůeĐtriĐity ZeƉŽrt 2024 unĚersĐŽres tŚe 

ĐŽŵƉůeǆiƟes anĚ ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes in /nĚia s͛ eǀŽůǀinŐ enerŐy 

ůanĚsĐaƉe͕ eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ tŚe ĐŽnƟnueĚ rŽůe ŽĨ ĐŽaů͕ tŚe 

ŐrŽǁtŚ ŽĨ reneǁaďůes͕ anĚ tŚe ƉrŽŵisinŐ traũeĐtŽry ŽĨ 

nuĐůear ƉŽǁer͕  inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe eŵerŐinŐ siŐniĮĐanĐe ŽĨ 

^ŵaůů DŽĚuůar ZeaĐtŽr teĐŚnŽůŽŐy͘

RENEWABLES 2023 REPORT: IEA                
dŚe /nternaƟŽnaů �nerŐy AŐenĐy ;/�AͿ s͛ Zeneǁaďůes 
202ϯ reƉŽrt sŚŽǁĐaseĚ advancements in the energy 
seĐtŽr aůŽnŐsiĚe continuous challenges.
Key Highlights of the Report
1. 'ůŽďaů renewable capacity additions surŐeĚ ďy 

nearůy ϱ0й in 202ϯ͕ ǁitŚ CŚina ůeaĚinŐ tŚe ǁay in 
sŽůar anĚ ǁinĚ͘

2. Renewables are set to surpass coal as the largest 
electricity source by 2025͕ ǁitŚ ǁinĚ anĚ sŽůar 
ďeĐŽŵinŐ ĚŽŵinant ďy 202ϴ͘

3. India is eǆƉeĐteĚ tŽ double its renewable capacity 
by 2028͕ ďeĐŽŵinŐ tŚe ǁŽrůĚ s͛ tŚirĚ-ůarŐest 
reneǁaďůes ŵarŬet͘
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4. Solar PV module ƉriĐes ĚrŽƉƉeĚ ďy nearůy ϱ0й in 

202ϯ͕ ĚriǀinŐ raƉiĚ aĚŽƉƟŽn ŐůŽďaůůy͘

5. Biofuel expansion anĚ EV adoption͕ ƉarƟĐuůarůy 

in eŵerŐinŐ eĐŽnŽŵies ůiŬe �raǌiů͕ are ƉrŽũeĐteĚ tŽ 

Žffset siŐniĮĐant Žiů ĚeŵanĚ ďy 202ϴ͘

10.  200th YEAR OF THE 1ST SCIENTIFIC NAMING 
OF A DINOSAUR: MEGALOSAURUS

1. 2024 ŵarŬs tŚe bicentennial ;200tŚ yearͿ ŽĨ tŚe ϭst 

sĐienƟĮĐ naŵinŐ ŽĨ a ĚinŽsaur͕  tŚe Megalosaurus 

(meaning great lizard).

• DeŐaůŽsaurus ǁas naŵeĚ ďy tiůůiaŵ �uĐŬůanĚ 

;in ϭϴ24Ϳ͘

2. dŚese carnivorous dinosaur’s ĨŽssiůs ǁere ĚisĐŽǀereĚ 

in KǆĨŽrĚsŚire͕ �nŐůanĚ ;h<Ϳ͘

3. /n ϭϴ24͕ tŚey ǁere naŵeĚ ďaseĚ Žn sĐaƩereĚ ďŽnes͕ 

inĐůuĚinŐ ǀerteďrae͕ anĚ ŚiƉ͘

4. �inŽsaurs are a Ěiǀerse ŐrŽuƉ ŽĨ reƉƟůes ŽĨ tŚe ĐůaĚe 

Dinosauria.

5. dŚey ďeůŽnŐ tŽ tŚe Mesozoic Era ;2ϱ2-ϲϲ ŵiůůiŽn 

years aŐŽͿ ǁŚiĐŚ inĐůuĚes ϯ ĐŽnseĐuƟǀe ŐeŽůŽŐiĐ 

ƉeriŽĚs ;driassiĐ͕ JurassiĐ͕ anĚ CretaĐeŽusͿ͘  

• dŚey are ďeůieǀeĚ tŽ ďe anĐestŽrs ŽĨ ŵŽĚern 

�irĚs͘

11.   DENMARK LAUNCHES GREEN FUELS 
ALLIANCE INDIA

1. In January 2024, Denmark intrŽĚuĐes tŚe Green 

Fuels Alliance India (GFAI) initiative.

a. /t is Ɖart ŽĨ 'reen ^trateŐiĐ WartnersŚiƉ ;'^WͿ 

siŐneĚ in 2020 ďetǁeen /nĚia anĚ �enŵarŬ͘

b. /t is /nsƉireĚ ďy iniƟaƟǀes ůiŬe tŚe India-Denmark 

Energy Partnership anĚ ũŽint ZΘ� effŽrts Žn 

'reen &ueůs͘

2. Goals and Significance:

a. ^trenŐtŚen ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn in sustainaďůe enerŐy 

sŽůuƟŽns͘

b. AĚǀanĐe ũŽint ŐŽaůs ĨŽr ĐarďŽn neutraůity͘

c. &aĐiůitate reneǁaďůe enerŐy ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn in /nĚia 

tŽ ďeĐŽŵe a ŐůŽďaů ůeaĚer in tŚe Őreen enerŐy 

ǀaůue ĐŚain͘

d. AiĚ in aĐŚieǀinŐ net ǌerŽ eŵissiŽns ďy 20ϳ0͘

e. &Žster ;enĐŽuraŐeͿ innŽǀaƟŽn͕ ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn͕ 

anĚ ƉartnersŚiƉs aŵŽnŐ Įrŵs͕ ďusinesses͕ anĚ 

ŐŽǀernŵents͘

3. Green Fuels͗ dŚey are aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as green 

hydrocarbons or biofuels͕ are ĚeriǀeĚ ĨrŽŵ 

ďiŽŵass sŽurĐes tŚrŽuŐŚ ǀariŽus ďiŽůŽŐiĐaů anĚ 

thermochemical processes.

4. Other Similar Partnership Initiatives by India:

a. h͘^ -͘/nĚia ^trateŐiĐ Cůean �nerŐy WartnersŚiƉ

b. DeŵŽranĚuŵ ŽĨ hnĚerstanĚinŐ ;DŽhͿ Žn 

'reenͬCůean ,yĚrŽŐen �etǁeen /nĚia anĚ ^auĚi 

Arabia

c. /nĚia-Austraůia 'reen ,yĚrŽŐen dasŬĨŽrĐe

Ě͘ 'ůŽďaů �iŽĨueůs AůůianĐe ĨŽrŵeĚ ďy �raǌiů͕ /nĚia͕ 

anĚ tŚe hniteĚ ^tates

e. YuaĚ s͛ Cůiŵate tŽrŬinŐ 'rŽuƉ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn Đůean 

energy.

5. Related News: Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA)

a. GBA comprises 19 countries anĚ 12 international 

organizations͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe tŽrůĚ �ĐŽnŽŵiĐ 

&Žruŵ͕ tŚe tŽrůĚ �anŬ͕ anĚ tŚe Asian 

�eǀeůŽƉŵent �anŬ͘

b. India͕ h͘^͕͘ anĚ �raǌiů are tŚe founding members.

c. /nĚia ƉrŽƉŽseĚ tŚe '�A ĚurinŐ tŚe India Energy 

Week in &eďruary 202ϯ anĚ ŽĸĐiaůůy ůaunĐŚeĚ it 

at tŚe '20 suŵŵit in ^eƉteŵďer 202ϯ͘

Ě͘ dŚe '�A aiŵs tŽ enĐŽuraŐe tŚe ŐrŽǁtŚ anĚ use 

ŽĨ sustainaďůe ďiŽĨueůs͕ estaďůisŚinŐ stanĚarĚs 

anĚ ĐerƟĮĐaƟŽns͘
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12.   SPECIES IN NEWS
Name Description

1. Tibetan Brown Bear a. India has recorded its 1st-ever confirmed sighting of a rare Tibetan brown bear 
(Ursus arctos pruinosus) in Sikkim.

b. Also known as Tibetan Blue Bear, an omnivore (eat both plant and animal).
c. Mainly found in Nepal, Bhutan and the Tibetan plateau.
d. Status: 

• Included in Appendix I of CITES,
• Schedule I of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972

2. Vultures a. Vulture restaurant set up in Kodarma, Jharkhand to conserve Critically Endangered 
species.

b. Total 9 species of vultures are found in India out of which 3 are migratory (Cinereous, 
Griffon, Himalayan), protected under Schedule I of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

IUCN Status: 
• Critically Endangered – White-Rumped, Slender-Billed, Indian, Red-Headed
• Near Threatened – Bearded, Cinereous, Himalayan
• Endangered – Egyptian 
• Least Concerned – Griffon 

3. Binturong and Small-
Clawed Otter

a. Two New mammalian species were found in Kaziranga National Park, Assam. 
Both are listed under Schedule I of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

b. Binturong is largest civet in India. 
c. Native to South East Asia
d. IUCN Status – Vulnerable, CITES Appendix III
e. Small Clawed otter is primarily found in fresh water, IUCN status – Vulnerable, 

CITES Appendix I 
4. Invasive MosquitoFish a. Two Invasive species of MosquitoFish - Gambusia affinis and Gambusia holbrooki 

- introduced into local water bodies to address mosquito menace but dangerous 
to native species of fish, plants etc.

5. Pantoea Tagorie a. A plant growth promoting bacteria found in Jharia coal mine soil samples.
b. It is named after Rabindranath Tagore.

6. Tapioca Plants a. Also known as Cassava, Cultivated in Tropical regions for its tuberous roots, from 
which cassava flour, breads and an alcoholic drink is derived.

7. Austropallenehalanychi 
(Sea Spider) 

a. Yellow in colour, 4 black eyes, large bulbous claws, found off the Antarctica 
Ocean, a distant relative of Horseshoe crabs, unique feature of breathing through 
lungs, use straw like parts to consume food.

8. European wood bison a. Largest and heaviest land animals in Europe, also known as Wisent, in danger due 
to ongoing war in Ukraine. Originally, they were 3 subspecies but 2 of them are 
now extinct. IUCN status – Near Threatened.

9. Chum Salmon a. A migratory fish spotted in arctic ocean, also known as Dog Salmon, most 
widely distributed of all the pacific salmon.

10. Blue Dragons a. Venomous creature spotted near Besant beach, Chennai. It is small sea slug 
(up to 3 cm in size), also known as the Sea Swallow, Dragon Slug or Blue Angel 
(Slug is any shell less organism)
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1.  SAPINDA MARRIAGES
භ dŚe �eůŚi ,iŐŚ CŽurt Śas reĐentůy ĚisŵisseĚ a ƉeƟƟŽn 

ƋuesƟŽninŐ tŚe ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽnaůity ŽĨ ^eĐƟŽn ϱ;ǀͿ ŽĨ 
the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ĚŽes nŽt aůůŽǁ 
^aƉinĚa DarriaŐe ďetǁeen ,inĚus͘

What is a Sapinda Marriage?
1. A ^aƉinĚa ŵarriaŐe is ǁŚen ƉeŽƉůe ĐůŽseůy reůateĚ tŽ 

eaĐŚ ŽtŚer Őet ŵarrieĚ͘ 
2. As per Section 5(v) of the Hindu Marriage Act, 

suĐŚ ŵarriaŐes are ƉrŽŚiďiteĚ ǁitŚin tŚe ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ 
ŐeneraƟŽns Žn ďŽtŚ tŚe ŵŽtŚer s͛ anĚ ĨatŚer s͛ siĚes͗

Mother’s Side Father’s Side

1. ^iďůinŐ ;ϭst 
ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

2. Warents ;2nĚ 
ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

3. 'ranĚƉarents ;ϯrĚ 
ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

1. ^iďůinŐ ;ϭst 
ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

2. Warents ;2nĚ 
ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

3. 'ranĚƉarents ;ϯrĚ 
ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

4. 'reat-ŐranĚƉarents 
;4tŚ ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

5. 'reat-Őreat-
ŐranĚƉarents ;ϱtŚ 
ŐeneraƟŽnͿ

3. An exception is ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ ĨŽr tŚŽse ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ any 
existing custom that permits such marriage.

4. ,Žǁeǀer͕  ĐustŽŵs ŵust ďe ĨŽůůŽǁeĚ ĨŽr a ůŽnŐ Ɵŵe 
tŽ ďe ǀaůiĚ͘ ,enĐe͕ tŚe ĐŽurt ŵay asŬ ĨŽr ƉrŽŽĨ ŽĨ 
such custom.

What are the theories on which such legal 
provision is made?
1. dŚe ĐŽnĐeƉt ŽĨ saƉinĚa ĐŽŵes ĨrŽŵ tŚe ǁŽrĚ pinda, 

ǁŚiĐŚ ŵeans Žne s͛ ďŽĚy͘
2. Vijaneshwara’s Theory: dŚis tŚeŽry says tŚat ƉeŽƉůe 

are reůateĚ as saƉinĚas iĨ tŚey sŚare a ĐŽŵŵŽn 
anĐestŽr͘  dŚey are ůinŬeĚ ďeĐause tŚey sŚare tŚe saŵe 
ďŽĚy ƉarƟĐůes ĨrŽŵ tŚeir anĐestŽrs͘ dŚis ĐŽnĐeƉt 
enĐŽuraŐes ŵarryinŐ ŽutsiĚe Žne s͛ Žǁn Ĩaŵiůy͘ 

G. Society And Culture
3. Jimutavahana’s Theory: AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚis tŚeŽry͕  

ƉeŽƉůe ďeĐŽŵe ^aƉinĚas nŽt ũust tŚrŽuŐŚ ďůŽŽĚ Žr 
ŵarriaŐe͕ ďut aůsŽ tŚrŽuŐŚ ƉŚysiĐaů ĐŽntaĐt ĚurinŐ 
reůiŐiŽus rituaůs ĚŽne ĨŽr tŚe saŵe anĐestŽrs suĐŚ as 
WinĚa-Ěaan͘

4. dŚe ,inĚu DarriaŐe AĐt ŽĨ ϭϵϱϱ ĨŽůůŽǁs siũanesŚǁara s͛ 
iĚea ďut ǁitŚ sŽŵe ĐŚanŐes͕ aůůŽǁinŐ ŵŽre Ňeǆiďiůity 
in who can marry whom.

What has happened in the recent case?
1. In 2007͕ a ǁŽŵan s͛ marriage ǁas ĚeĐůareĚ void when 

Śer ŚusďanĚ ƉrŽǀeĚ tŚeir ŵarriaŐe as ^aƉinĚa͘
2. dŚe ǁŽŵan aƉƉrŽaĐŚeĚ tŚe High Court challenging 

the constitutional validity ŽĨ tŚe ƉrŽŚiďiƟŽn ŽĨ 
^aƉinĚa DarriaŐe͘

3. ^Śe arŐueĚ tŚat Section 5(v) of the Hindu Marriage 
Act ǀiŽůates Article 14 ŽĨ tŚe ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽn ǁŚiĐŚ Đaůůs 
ĨŽr �Ƌuaůity ďeĨŽre tŚe ůaǁ anĚ �Ƌuaů ƉrŽteĐƟŽn ŽĨ 
law.

4. ^Śe ĐůaiŵeĚ tŚat Śer ŵarriaŐe ŚaĚ tŚe consent of the 
family ǁŚiĐŚ inĚiĐates its ůeŐiƟŵaĐy͘

5. ,Žǁeǀer͕  tŚe ĐŽurt reũeĐteĚ tŚe ƉeƟƟŽn sayinŐ tŚat 
the proof of custom is neeĚeĚ tŽ Đůaiŵ an eǆĐeƉƟŽn 
for the marriage.

ϲ͘ dŚe ĐŽurt s͛ stateŵent is ďaseĚ Žn tŚe neeĚ tŽ 
regulate the Incestuous marriage. Incestuous 
marriage refers to the act of marrying someone 
ĐůŽseůy reůateĚ ďy ďůŽŽĚ͕ suĐŚ as a siďůinŐ͕ Ɖarent͕ Žr 
ĐůŽse reůaƟǀe͕ ǁŚiĐŚ is Őeneraůůy ĐŽnsiĚereĚ taďŽŽ 
in ŵany sŽĐieƟes͘ daďŽŽs are tŚinŐs tŚat sŽĐiety Žr 
Đuůture ĐŽnsiĚers inaƉƉrŽƉriate͕ ĚisresƉeĐƞuů͕ Žr 
ĨŽrďiĚĚen tŽ taůŬ aďŽut Žr enŐaŐe in͘

Why is Incestuous marriage considered taboo in 
many societies?
1. Genetic risks: tŚen ĐůŽseůy reůateĚ ƉeŽƉůe Śaǀe 

ĐŚiůĚren͕ tŚŽse ĐŚiůĚren Śaǀe a ŚiŐŚer ĐŚanĐe ŽĨ 
ŚaǀinŐ ŚeaůtŚ ƉrŽďůeŵs ďeĐause tŚey ŵiŐŚt inŚerit 
ŚarŵĨuů ŐeneƟĐ traits ĨrŽŵ ďŽtŚ Ɖarents͘

2. Social norms: /t ŐŽes aŐainst ǁŚat ŵŽst ƉeŽƉůe tŚinŬ 
is riŐŚt in Ĩaŵiůies͘ /t Đan Đause a ůŽt ŽĨ ƉrŽďůeŵs ůiŬe 
Ĩaŵiůy ĮŐŚts anĚ ĨeeůinŐ asŚaŵeĚ in sŽĐiety͘
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What is the Status of Incestuous marriage in 
other countries?
1. /n tŚe h^A͕ /nĐestuŽus ŵarriaŐes are ďanneĚ in aůů 

states eǆĐeƉt Eeǁ Jersey anĚ ZŚŽĚe /sůanĚ͘
2. /n sŽŵe ĐŽuntries͕ ůiŬe &ranĐe anĚ WŽrtuŐaů͕ tŚere are 

no laws against Incestuous marriage.
3. /n /taůy͕  /nĐest is ĐŽnsiĚereĚ a Đriŵe iĨ it Đauses a 

ƉuďůiĐ sĐanĚaů͘

Why such marriages are observed in South India?
1. /n sŽŵe ĐŽŵŵuniƟes in ^ŽutŚ /nĚia͕ it s͛ ĐŽŵŵŽn ĨŽr 

ŵarriaŐes tŽ ŽĐĐur ďetǁeen reůaƟǀes͕ ůiŬe ĐŽusins 
Žr ǁitŚin tŚe saŵe eǆtenĚeĚ Ĩaŵiůy͘ dŚis ƉraĐƟĐe is 
ŬnŽǁn as consanguineous marriage.

2. dŚe ůatest National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) 
ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ ďetǁeen 2019-2021͕ sŚŽǁs tŚat daŵiů 
EaĚu Śas tŚe ŚiŐŚest nuŵďer ŽĨ ĐŽnsanŐuineŽus 
ŵarriaŐes at 2ϴй ǁitŚ <arnataŬa ĐůŽse ďeŚinĚ at 
2ϳй͘

3. ^uĐŚ ŵarriaŐes Śaǀe ďeen taŬinŐ ƉůaĐe sinĐe 2000 
years aŵŽnŐ �raǀiĚian ,inĚus͘ 

4. dŚe reasons ďeŚinĚ suĐŚ ƉraĐƟĐe are͗
a. �arůier͕  ŵarryinŐ sŽŵeŽne ďeyŽnĚ a Đertain riǀer 

Žr area ǁas ĐŽnsiĚereĚ tŽ ďe iŵƉaĐƟnŐ tŚeir 
reƉutaƟŽn͘

b. dŚe ǁeaůtŚ ŽĨ tŚe Ĩaŵiůy reŵains tŚe saŵe Ĩaŵiůy͘
c. 'irůs are saĨe as Ĩaŵiůies Śaǀe ŬnŽǁn eaĐŚ ŽtŚer 

for years.
Ě͘ &aŵiůies ĚŽ nŽt neeĚ tŽ Ɖay a ůarŐe ĚŽǁry in tŚe 

marriage.

2.  MITAKSHARA LAW
1. ^uƉreŵe CŽurt ruůeĚ tŚat children born from void 

or voidable marriages are legitimate for property 
inŚeritanĐe unĚer tŚe Hindu Succession Act (HSA), 
1956 ǁŚiĐŚ reĐŽŐniǌes Mitakshara Law.

2. dŚe ĐŽurt ŚeůĚ tŚat suĐŚ ĐŚiůĚren ďe treateĚ as an 
eǆtenĚeĚ Ĩaŵiůy ŽĨ a ĐŽŵŵŽn anĐestŽr tŽ ĚeĐiĚe a 
ǀaůiĚ sŚare in tŚe ƉrŽƉerty ŽĨ tŚe ĐŽŵŵŽn anĐestŽr͘

Mitakshara Law 
1. /t is Žne ŽĨ tŚe 2 ŵaũŽr ,inĚu ůaǁ sĐŚŽŽůs ;tŚe ŽtŚer 

ďeinŐ �ayaďŚaŐaͿ tŚat ŐŽǀerns tŚe suĐĐessiŽn ŽĨ 
ƉrŽƉerty in ,inĚu Ĩaŵiůies͘

2. It is based on the commentary on the Yajnavalkya 
Smriti͕ ǁriƩen ďy siũnanesǁara in tŚe ϭ2tŚ Đentury͘ 

3. /t reĐŽŐniǌes tŚe ĐŽnĐeƉt ŽĨ coparcenary, which 
means that ancestral property is ũŽintůy ŚeůĚ ďy aůů 
ŵaůe ŵeŵďers ŽĨ tŚe Ĩaŵiůy͕  anĚ tŚey Śaǀe eƋuaů 
rights in the property.
• Coparcener has no absolute right to transfer 

Śis sŚare ďeĐause Śis sŚare is nŽt ĚeĮnite Žr 
asĐertainaďůe as tŚeir sŚares ŇuĐtuate ǁitŚ tŚe 
ďirtŚs anĚ ĚeatŚs ŽĨ tŚe ĐŽƉarĐeners͘ 

4. AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚis sĐŚŽŽů͕ a ǁŽŵan ĐŽuůĚ neǀer 
become a coparcener. 
• ,Žǁeǀer͕  tŚe Hindu Succession (Amendment) 

Act, of 2005 empowered women to become a 
ĐŽƉarĐener ůiŬe ŵaůes in anĐestraů ƉrŽƉerty͘ 

5. /t is Ɖreǀaůent tŚrŽuŐŚŽut /nĚia͕ eǆĐeƉt in sŽŵe 
eastern parts where Dayabhaga School is ĨŽůůŽǁeĚ͘ 

6. dŚere are 4 sub-schools ŽĨ DitaŬsŚara >aǁ͗ 
a. �raǀiĚianͬDaĚras sĐŚŽŽů ŽĨ tŚŽuŐŚt͕ 
b. DaŚarasŚtra sĐŚŽŽů ŽĨ tŚŽuŐŚt͕ 
c. �anaras sĐŚŽŽů ŽĨ tŚŽuŐŚt͕ 
d. DitŚiůa sĐŚŽŽů ŽĨ tŚŽuŐŚt͘ 
e. Wunũaď ^ĐŚŽŽů

Mitakshara vs. Dayabhaga schools in coparcenary 
rights

Mitakshara Schools Dayabhaga School
1. An ŽrtŚŽĚŽǆ ^ĐŚŽŽů 1. Reformist School
2. Right of a son by 

birth in the ancestral 
property equals to 
the interest of his 
father.

2. ^Žn is enƟtůeĚ tŽ Śis 
ancestral property 
Žnůy Žn tŚe ĚeatŚ ŽĨ 
his father.

3. Son becomes 
ĐŽƉarĐener riŐŚt aŌer 
his birth.

3. Son becomes 
ĐŽƉarĐener ďy ĚeatŚ 
of his father.

4. Coparcenary right 
is applicable to 
the property of 
ŐranĚĨatŚer anĚ 
Őreat-ŐranĚĨatŚer͘

4. &atŚer is tŚe aďsŽůute 
owner of his property 
in Śis ůiĨeƟŵe͘

5. One cannot transfer 
Śis sŚare tŽ tŚe tŚirĚ 
party as their share 
is nŽt ĚeĮnite Žr 
ascertainable.

5. One can transfer his 
share as they are 
ĚeĮneĚ͘
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3.   DENOTIFIED, NOMADIC AND SEMI 
NOMADIC TRIBES

1. dŚe EaƟŽnaů ,uŵan ZiŐŚts CŽŵŵissiŽn ;E,ZCͿ 
eŵƉŚasiseĚ tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe ŽĨ eǆeĐuƟnŐ tŚe 
reĐŽŵŵenĚaƟŽns ŽĨ tŚe Idate Commission report. 

2. Idate Commission Žr tŚe EaƟŽnaů CŽŵŵissiŽn 
ĨŽr �enŽƟĮeĚ͕ EŽŵaĚiĐ anĚ ^eŵi-EŽŵaĚiĐ driďes 
(DNTS) ǁas ĐŽnsƟtuteĚ in 20ϭ4 unĚer Bhiku Ramji 
Idate.

3. dŚe ĐŽŵŵissiŽn ǁas ŵanĚateĚ tŽ ĐŽŵƉiůe a state-
ǁise ůist ŽĨ �enŽƟĮeĚ EŽŵaĚiĐ anĚ ^eŵi-EŽŵaĚiĐ 
driďes ;�EdsͿ͕ iĚenƟĨy �Eds nŽt inĐůuĚeĚ in ^Csͬ^ds 
Žr K�C ůists͕ reĐŽŵŵenĚ ŵeasures ĨŽr tŚeir ǁeůĨare͕ 
etc.  

About DNTS
1. dŚey are aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as ‘Vimukt Jatis’. dŚese 

ĐŽŵŵuniƟes are aŵŽnŐ tŚe ŵŽst ǀuůneraďůe anĚ 
ĚisaĚǀantaŐeĚ͘

2. dŚe sufferinŐ ŽĨ tŚese ŐrŽuƉs starteĚ ǁŚen tŚe �riƟsŚ 
ŐŽǀernŵent intrŽĚuĐeĚ tŚe Criminal Tribes Act in 
1871.
• dŚese ĐŽŵŵuniƟes ǁere nŽƟĮeĚ as Đriŵinaůs 

unĚer tŚis AĐt͘
• dŚey ǁere ĨŽrĐiďůy aůienateĚ ĨrŽŵ tŚeir 

traĚiƟŽnaů ŽĐĐuƉaƟŽns anĚ ŚaďitaƟŽns tŚrŽuŐŚ 
ŽtŚer suďseƋuent ůeŐisůaƟŽn͘

3. dŚey ǁere ŽƉƉresseĚ͕ ŵistreateĚ͕ anĚ iŐnŽreĚ͘ dŚe 
�riƟsŚ ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ ruůes neŐaƟǀeůy iŵƉaĐteĚ tŚeir 
Ěaiůy ůiǀes anĚ ũŽďs͘

4. dŚey ĐŽnƟnueĚ tŽ ůiǀe as Śunter-ŐatŚerers anĚ 
nŽŵaĚiĐ ŚerĚers͘

5. dŚŽuŐŚ tŚe Indian Government stŽƉƉeĚ treaƟnŐ 
tŚeŵ as Đriŵinaůs in ϭϵϱ2 (repealed the act) tŚey sƟůů 
face big problems.

6. dŚey ŵisseĚ Žut Žn tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent suƉƉŽrt tŚat 
ŐrŽuƉs ůiŬe tŚe ^Csͬ^ds reĐeiǀeĚ͘ 

7. dŚey͛re nŽt Žn any ŽĸĐiaů ůist tŚat ǁŽuůĚ ŚeůƉ tŚeŵ 
Őet ŐŽǀernŵent ďeneĮts͕ anĚ tŚey͛re ŽŌen ůeŌ Žut ŽĨ 
ƉrŽŐraŵs ŵeant tŽ ŚeůƉ ƉeŽƉůe͘ Dany ŽĨ tŚeŵ ĚŽn͛t 
ŐŽ tŽ sĐŚŽŽů anĚ ůaĐŬ ďasiĐ tŚinŐs ůiŬe Đůean ǁater͕  
ƉůaĐes tŽ ůiǀe͕ anĚ ŵeĚiĐaů Đare͘

Efforts to improve conditions of DNTS:
1. �ffŽrts ǁere ŵaĚe tŽ inteŐrate tŚese ĐŽŵŵuniƟes 

into the mainstream.

2. dŚe Įrst commission tŽ aĚĚress tŚeir issues ǁas 
established in October 2003, the Renke Commission 
was formed in 2008.

3. �eǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ teůĨare �ŽarĚ ĨŽr �Eds estaďůisŚeĚ 
in 202ϭ ĨŽr a ƉeriŽĚ ŽĨ ϯ years ;eǆtenĚaďůe uƉ tŽ ϱ 
yearsͿ͘ 

4. ^ĐŚeŵe ĨŽr �ĐŽnŽŵiĐ �ŵƉŽǁerŵent ŽĨ �Eds (SEED) 
ĨŽr eĚuĐaƟŽnaů eŵƉŽǁerŵent͕ ŚeaůtŚ insuranĐe͕ 
ůiǀeůiŚŽŽĚs anĚ ŚŽusinŐ͘

Recommendations of the Idate Commission
1. AssiŐn �Eds nŽt inĐůuĚeĚ in ^Csͬ^dsͬK�Cs ůist sŚŽuůĚ 

ďe ůisteĚ as K�Cs͘
2. Enhance legal and constitutional safeguards by 

inĐůuĚinŐ a 3rd schedule in ^ĐŚeĚuůeĚ Castes anĚ tŚe 
^ĐŚeĚuůeĚ driďes ;WreǀenƟŽn ŽĨ AtrŽĐiƟesͿ AĐt͕ ϭϵϴϵ͘

3. �staďůisŚ Ɖerŵanent ĐŽŵŵissiŽn ĨŽr tŚe �Eds͕ ^Eds͕ 
anĚ Eds͘

4. �staďůisŚ a seƉarate ĚeƉartŵent ĨŽr tŚeir ǁeůĨare in 
tŚe states ǁitŚ tŚeir seiǌaďůe ƉŽƉuůaƟŽns͘

5. hnĚertaŬe a tŚŽrŽuŐŚ surǀey ŽĨ �Ed Ĩaŵiůies tŽ 
Ěeterŵine tŚeir esƟŵateĚ nuŵďers anĚ ĚistriďuƟŽn͘

4.  BRU REFUGEE
 driƉura ŐŽǀernŵent Śas aůůŽĐateĚ ůanĚ ĨŽr 
reŚaďiůitaƟŽn tŚe ůast ďatĐŚ ŽĨ �ru reĨuŐees͘

Who are Bru?
a. dŚe �ru͕ aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as ZeanŐs͕ ďeůŽnŐ tŽ a triďaů 

ŐrŽuƉ naƟǀe tŽ tŚe nŽrtŚeastern reŐiŽns ŽĨ /nĚia͕ 
traĚiƟŽnaůůy inŚaďiƟnŐ areas ǁitŚin DiǌŽraŵ͕ 
driƉura͕ anĚ Assaŵ͘
• titŚin driƉura͕ tŚe Brus are reĐŽŐniǌeĚ as a 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group ;Wsd'Ϳ͘
b. Currentůy͕  a siŐniĮĐant nuŵďer ŽĨ �rus in driƉura 

Śaǀe ďeen ůiǀinŐ as internaůůy ĚisƉůaĐeĚ ƉersŽns ĨŽr 
Žǀer tǁŽ ĚeĐaĚes͕ ŚaǀinŐ ŇeĚ etŚniĐ ĐŽnŇiĐts ŵainůy 
ŽriŐinaƟnŐ ĨrŽŵ DiǌŽraŵ͘ 

History of conflict:
a. dŚe ĐŽnŇiĐt ďeŐan in ϭϵϵϱ ǁŚen tǁŽ DiǌŽ 

ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns͕ tŚe zŽunŐ DiǌŽ AssŽĐiaƟŽn anĚ tŚe 
DiǌŽ ^tuĚents͛ AssŽĐiaƟŽn͕ ĐaůůeĚ ĨŽr tŚe reŵŽǀaů ŽĨ 
�rus ĨrŽŵ tŚe eůeĐtŽraů rŽůůs in DiǌŽraŵ͕ arŐuinŐ tŚat 
tŚey ǁere nŽt ŽriŐinaů resiĚents͘ 
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b. dŚe �rus͕ are etŚniĐaůůy Ěifferent anĚ ŽŌen ůaďeůeĚ 

as ͞sai͟ Žr ŽutsiĚers ďy tŚe ŵaũŽrity DiǌŽs͕ anĚ tŚey 
ĨaĐeĚ seǀere ĚisĐriŵinaƟŽn͘

c. /n resƉŽnse tŽ tŚese effŽrts tŽ ĚisenĨranĐŚise tŚeŵ͕ 
tŚe �rus ĨŽrŵeĚ tŚe �ru EaƟŽnaů >iďeraƟŽn &rŽnt͕ an 
arŵeĚ ĨaĐƟŽn͕ anĚ tŚe �ru EaƟŽnaů hniŽn͕ a ƉŽůiƟĐaů 
ŐrŽuƉ͕ aĚǀŽĐaƟnŐ ĨŽr tŚe estaďůisŚŵent ŽĨ a seƉarate 
�ru AutŽnŽŵŽus �istriĐt CŽunĐiů ;A�CͿ in DiǌŽraŵ s͛ 
ǁestern reŐiŽns unĚer tŚe ϲtŚ sĐŚeĚuůe ŽĨ /nĚian 
CŽnsƟtuƟŽn͘

d. dŚis ůeĚ tŽ etŚniĐ tensiŽns͕ resuůƟnŐ in tŚe 
ĚisƉůaĐeŵent ŽĨ ŵany �rus ĨrŽŵ tŚe ĚistriĐts ŽĨ 
Daŵit͕ <Žůasiď͕ anĚ >unŐůei in DiǌŽraŵ tŽ driƉura in 
ϭϵϵϳ͘ 

e. As ŽĨ tŚe ůatest esƟŵates ďy tŚe ,Žŵe Dinistry͕  
aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy ϯϱ͕000 �rus are ůiǀinŐ as reĨuŐees in 
tŚe <anĐŚanƉur ĐaŵƉ in nŽrtŚern driƉura͘

2020 Agreement for Bru Rehabilitation:
1. /n January 2020͕ a ůanĚŵarŬ aŐreeŵent ǁas reaĐŚeĚ 

ďetǁeen tŚe ŐŽǀernŵents ŽĨ driƉura͕ DiǌŽraŵ͕ 
tŚe Đentraů ŐŽǀernŵent͕ anĚ reƉresentaƟǀes ŽĨ tŚe 
�ru ĐŽŵŵunity tŽ ĨaĐiůitate tŚe reseƩůeŵent ŽĨ �ru 
reĨuŐees in driƉura͘

2. �ru Ĩaŵiůies ǁere assureĚ ŽĨ reĐeiǀinŐ a ƉůŽt ĨŽr 
resiĚenĐe͕ a ĮǆeĚ ĚeƉŽsit aĐĐŽunt ǁitŚ Zs 4 ůaŬŚ͕ 
a ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn Őrant ŽĨ Zs ϭ͘ϱ ůaŬŚ ĨŽr ďuiůĚinŐ 
tŚeir ŚŽŵes͕ aůŽnŐ ǁitŚ Ĩree raƟŽn anĚ a ŵŽntŚůy 
allowance of Rs 5,000 for two years.

3. dŚe aŐreeŵent aůsŽ inĐůuĚeĚ ƉrŽǀisiŽns tŽ inteŐrate 
tŚe reseƩůeĚ �rus intŽ driƉura s͛ eůeĐtŽraů rŽůůs͕ 
ensurinŐ tŚeir ƉŽůiƟĐaů reƉresentaƟŽn anĚ riŐŚts͘

 hnĚer tŚe aďŽǀe reŚaďiůitaƟŽn ƉrŽŐraŵ Žnůy ůanĚ 
ǁere aůůŽĐateĚ ĨŽr tŚe ůast ďatĐŚ ŽĨ reĨuŐees͘
What were the challenges faced by the Reang 
community?
 dŚe �ru reĨuŐees ĨaĐeĚ nuŵerŽus ĐŚaůůenŐes͕ 
ďŽtŚ in tŚe ĐaŵƉs anĚ as tŚey naǀiŐate tŚe ƉrŽĐess ŽĨ 
reŚaďiůitaƟŽn͗
1. Basic Needs͗ AĐĐess tŽ Đůean ǁater͕  aĚeƋuate ĨŽŽĚ͕ 

anĚ ŚeaůtŚĐare reŵaineĚ a siŐniĮĐant ĐŚaůůenŐe in 
the relief camps.

2. Education͗ �ĚuĐaƟŽnaů ĨaĐiůiƟes in tŚe ĐaŵƉs ǁere 
ůiŵiteĚ͕ affeĐƟnŐ ĐŚiůĚren s͛ riŐŚt tŽ eĚuĐaƟŽn anĚ 
their future prospects.

3. Identity and Citizenship͗ ^eĐurinŐ ŽĸĐiaů ĚŽĐuŵents 
anĚ reĐŽŐniƟŽn ŚaĚ ďeen a ŚurĚůe ĨŽr ŵany �ru 
ƉeŽƉůe͕ iŵƉaĐƟnŐ tŚeir aĐĐess tŽ ŐŽǀernŵent 
sĐŚeŵes anĚ ďeneĮts͘

4. Integration͗ dŚe ƉrŽĐess ŽĨ inteŐraƟnŐ intŽ tŚe ůŽĐaů 
ĐŽŵŵuniƟes ŽĨ driƉura ƉŽses sŽĐiŽ-Đuůturaů anĚ 
economic challenges.

5. Sustainable Livelihoods͗ CreaƟnŐ sustainaďůe 
ůiǀeůiŚŽŽĚ ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes ĨŽr tŚe �ru ƉeŽƉůe is ĐriƟĐaů͘ 
DŽst are aĐĐustŽŵeĚ tŽ ũŚuŵ ĐuůƟǀaƟŽn͕ ǁŚiĐŚ is 
nŽt ǀiaďůe in tŚeir Đurrent ůŽĐaƟŽns͕ neĐessitaƟnŐ 
ǀŽĐaƟŽnaů traininŐ anĚ eŵƉůŽyŵent ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes͘

5.  ALLIANCE FOR GLOBAL GOOD-GENDER 
EQUITY AND EQUALITY LAUNCH BY INDIA
1. &rŽŵ ϭϱ-ϭϵ January 2024͕ tŽrůĚ �ĐŽnŽŵiĐ &Žruŵ s͛ 

annuaů ŵeeƟnŐ ŚeůĚ at �aǀŽs͕ ^ǁitǌerůanĚ͘
2. /nĚia ƉarƟĐiƉateĚ in tŚe sƉirit ŽĨ “Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam”.
3. India annŽunĐeĚ a neǁ aůůianĐe ĨŽr 'ůŽďaů 'ŽŽĚ͕ 

'enĚer �Ƌuity anĚ �Ƌuaůity at tŚe ŵeeƟnŐ͘
a. /t aiŵs tŽ ďrinŐ tŽŐetŚer ŐůŽďaů ďest ƉraĐƟĐes͕ 

ĨŽster ŬnŽǁůeĚŐe sŚarinŐ͕ anĚ aƩraĐt 
inǀestŵents in Ŭey areas suĐŚ as ǁŽŵen s͛ 
ŚeaůtŚ͕ eĚuĐaƟŽn͕ anĚ enterƉrise͘ 

b. /t ďuiůĚs Žn ĐŽŵŵitŵents ŽĨ '20 >eaĚers͛ 
�eĐůaraƟŽn anĚ /nĚia s͛ ĚeĚiĐaƟŽn tŽ ǁŽŵen-
ůeĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘ 

c. ^uƉƉŽrteĚ ďy �iůů anĚ DeůinĚa 'ates &ŽunĚaƟŽn͕ 
anĚ anĐŚŽreĚ ďy CŽnĨeĚeraƟŽn ŽĨ /nĚian 
/nĚustry Centre ĨŽr tŽŵen >eaĚersŚiƉ͘  

d. t�& ǁiůů ďe a ‘Network Partner’ anĚ /nǀest /nĚia 
an ‘Institutional Partner’.

6.  PRAKARAM DIWAS 2024
1. AĐrŽss /nĚia͕ January 23 is nŽt ũust a Ěate͕ it s͛ a 

national celebration͗ WaraŬraŵ �iǁas͕ ŵarŬinŐ tŚe 
birth anniversary ŽĨ tŚe ůeŐenĚary ĨreeĚŽŵ ĮŐŚter͕  
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

2. ,e is ĐaůůeĚ “Netaji”, ǁŚiĐŚ ŵeans resƉeĐteĚ ůeaĚer͕  
ďeĐause ŽĨ Śis strŽnŐ ĚeterŵinaƟŽn anĚ ŵaũŽr rŽůe in 
/nĚia s͛ /nĚeƉenĚenĐe ŵŽǀeŵent͘

 Key Events:
1. Bharat Parv Launch: A ϵ-Ěay eǀent ďy tŚe Ministry of 

Tourism tŽ sŚŽǁ /nĚia s͛ Ěiǀerse Đuůture͘
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2. Award Announcement: ̂ uďŚasŚ CŚanĚra �Žse AaƉĚa 

WraďanĚŚan WurasŬar-2024͕ reĐŽŐniǌinŐ eǆĐeůůent 
ǁŽrŬ in Disaster Management͕ ǁas annŽunĐeĚ͘

Parakram Diwas: Understanding Its Significance
1. Start: �eŐan in 202ϭ tŽ ŚŽnŽr Eetaũi ^uďŚas CŚanĚra 

�Žse s͛ ďirtŚĚay͘
2. Meaning: ͚WaraŬraŵ͛ means courage͘ /t reŇeĐts 

Eetaũi s͛ ďraǀery in ĮŐŚƟnŐ ĨŽr /nĚia s͛ ĨreeĚŽŵ͘
Celebrations: >eĚ ďy tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ Cuůture͕ it inǀŽůǀes 
ŵany aĐƟǀiƟes tŚat reŵeŵďer Eetaũi s͛ rŽůe in tŚe 
ĨreeĚŽŵ struŐŐůe͘
3. Special Events: /nĐůuĚes ƉerĨŽrŵanĐes͕ eǆŚiďiƟŽns͕ 

anĚ taůŬs aďŽut Eetaũi anĚ tŚe AǌaĚ ,inĚ &auũ͘
4. Memorial: A ŐranĚ statue ŽĨ Eetaũi ǁas ƉůaĐeĚ near 

/nĚia 'ate in Eeǁ �eůŚi in 2022͕ reƉůaĐinŐ an earůier 
hologram.

Key Facts: -
1. Kn ϴ ^eƉteŵďer͕  2022 Wriŵe Dinister reǀeaůeĚ a 

2ϴ-ĨŽŽt-taůů statue ŽĨ Eetaũi ^uďŚas CŚanĚra �Žse 
near /nĚia 'ate in Eeǁ �eůŚi͘

2. dŚis statue reƉůaĐeĚ a ŚŽůŽŐraŵ ŽĨ Eetaũi Ɖut 
tŚere Žn January 2ϯ͕ 2022͘/t ŚŽnŽrs Eetaũi s͛ ϭ2ϱtŚ 
ďirtŚĚay͘

3. dŚis ďiŐ statue͕ ŵaĚe ŽĨ ďůaĐŬ Őranite͕ tŽŽŬ 2ϲ͕000 
ŚŽurs tŽ ŵaŬe ďy ŚanĚ͘ /t ǁas ĐreateĚ ďy Arun 
zŽŐiraũ anĚ Śis teaŵ͘

4. dŚe Wriŵe Dinister ƉrŽŵiseĚ tŚis Őranite statue 
earůier in 2022͘ /t s͛ Žne ŽĨ /nĚia s͛ taůůest ŚanĚŵaĚe 
statues.

5. dŚe Őranite Đaŵe ĨrŽŵ <Śaŵŵaŵ͕ deůanŐana͘

Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar: 
ZeĐŽŐniǌinŐ ,erŽes in �isaster DanaŐeŵent͘
1. Purpose: dŽ ŚŽnŽr inĚiǀiĚuaůs anĚ ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns ĨŽr 

tŚeir ǁŽrŬ in Ěisaster ŵanaŐeŵent͘
2. Administered By: EaƟŽnaů �isaster DanaŐeŵent 

AutŚŽrity ;E�DAͿ͘
3. Award Details: AnnŽunĐeĚ Žn 2ϯrĚ January each year 

ǁitŚ a ĐasŚ Ɖriǌe ;Zs͘ ϱϭ ůaŬŚs ĨŽr an ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽn͕ Zs͘ 
ϱ ůaŬŚs ĨŽr an inĚiǀiĚuaůͿ͘

4. Eligibility: KƉen tŽ /nĚian naƟŽnaůs anĚ ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns 
ǁŽrŬinŐ in ǀariŽus Ěisaster ŵanaŐeŵent areas͘

5. SCBAPP2024 Winner: dŚe ϲ0 WaraĐŚute &ieůĚ 
,ŽsƉitaů͕ hƩar WraĚesŚ͕ ĨŽr its ŽutstanĚinŐ ŵeĚiĐaů 
aiĚ ĚurinŐ Ěisasters ůiŬe tŚe hƩaraŬŚanĚ ŇŽŽĚs anĚ 
EeƉaů �artŚƋuaŬe͘

7.  75th REPUBLIC DAY 
1. dŚis year͕  /nĚia is ĐeůeďraƟnŐ its ϳϱth Republic Day 

ǁitŚ a sƉeĐiaů ĨŽĐus Žn ǁŽŵen s͛ ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn͘ dŚe 
ƉaraĚe͕ ŚeůĚ Žn <artaǀya WatŚ Žn January 2ϲth, has 
tŚe tŚeŵe ͚Viksit Bharat͛ ;�eǀeůŽƉeĚ /nĚiaͿ anĚ 
͚Bharat - Loktantra ki Matruka͛ ;/nĚia as tŚe ŵŽtŚer 
ŽĨ �eŵŽĐraĐyͿ͘

2. &Žr tŚe first time, women lead the parade.
3. The French President, Emmanuel Macron, was 

the chief guest͕ siŐniĨyinŐ tŚe strŽnŐ /nĚia-&ranĐe 
reůaƟŽnsŚiƉ͘ &ranĐe ĐŽntriďutes tŽ tŚe ƉaraĚe ǁitŚ a 
ŵarĐŚinŐ ĐŽnƟnŐent͕ a ďanĚ͕ anĚ ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn in tŚe 
Ňy-Ɖast ǁitŚ /nĚian Air &ŽrĐe Ɖůanes͘

4. dŚe ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay͕  2024 ƉaraĚe Ĩeatures 2ϱ taďůeauǆ 
ĨrŽŵ Ěifferent states͕ uniŽn territŽries͕ anĚ 
ŐŽǀernŵent ĚeƉartŵents͕ sŚŽǁĐasinŐ /nĚia s͛ Đuůturaů 
Ěiǀersity anĚ aĐŚieǀeŵents͘
 AĚĚiƟŽnaůůy͕  tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ Cuůture ĚisƉůays 

‘Anant Sutra - The Endless Thread͕͛  an eǆŚiďit ŽĨ 
ϭ͕ϵ00 sarees ĨrŽŵ aĐrŽss /nĚia͘

 dŚe Dinistry ŽĨ �eĨenĐe reůeaseĚ a 
ĐŽŵŵeŵŽraƟǀe ĐŽin anĚ staŵƉ tŽ ŵarŬ tŚis 
sƉeĐiaů ϳϱth Republic Day.

 India’s Republic Day ŵarŬs tŚe adoption of its 
Constitution on January 26, 1950͕ turninŐ tŚe naƟŽn 
into a self-governing, democratic republic. Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad, the first President ŽĨ /nĚia͕ raiseĚ tŚe /nĚian ŇaŐ 
ĚurinŐ tŚe Įrst ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay ĐeůeďraƟŽn͕ siŐnaůinŐ /nĚia s͛ 
aďiůity tŽ ĐŚŽŽse its Žǁn ŐŽǀernŵent͘

What is Republic Day?
a. Definition: ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay is a ŵaũŽr national 

celebration in /nĚia͘ /t ŵarŬs tŚe Ěay ǁŚen /nĚia s͛ 
CŽnsƟtuƟŽn ǁas aƉƉůieĚ anĚ tŚe ĐŽuntry ďeĐaŵe a 
ĐŽŵƉůeteůy seůĨ-ŐŽǀerninŐ reƉuďůiĐ͘

b. Enactment of the Constitution: On January 26, 1950, 
tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn ŽĨ /nĚia Đaŵe intŽ effeĐt͘ dŚis ǁas 
a ďiŐ steƉ ďeĐause it ŵeant tŚat /nĚia ǁas nŽǁ a 
ĐŽuntry ŐŽǀerneĚ ďy ruůes ŵaĚe ďy /nĚians͕ nŽt ďy 
�riƟsŚ ůaǁs͘

c. Significance: dŚis Ěay is iŵƉŽrtant ďeĐause it 
reƉresents tŚe ŵŽŵent /nĚia truůy ŐaineĚ Ĩuůů ĐŽntrŽů 
ŽĨ its Žǁn ůaǁs anĚ ŐŽǀernŵent͘
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Why Celebrate on January 26?: Historical 
Significance of the Date:
a. Purna Swaraj Day: January 2ϲ ǁas ŽriŐinaůůy 

ĐeůeďrateĚ as Purna Swaraj Day sinĐe ϭϵϯ0͘ dŚis 
ǁas tŚe Ěay ǁŚen tŚe /nĚian EaƟŽnaů CŽnŐress͕ a 
Ŭey Ɖarty in tŚe inĚeƉenĚenĐe ŵŽǀeŵent͕ ĚeĐůareĚ 
ĐŽŵƉůete inĚeƉenĚenĐe ;Wurna ^ǁaraũͿ ĨrŽŵ �riƟsŚ 
rule.

b. Connection to the Constitution: tŚen /nĚia ǁas 
ĐŚŽŽsinŐ a Ěay tŽ start its neǁ CŽnsƟtuƟŽn͕ January 
2ϲ ǁas ƉiĐŬeĚ tŽ ŚŽnŽr tŚis ŚistŽriĐ ĚeĐůaraƟŽn ŽĨ 
inĚeƉenĚenĐe͘

Historical Background of Republic Day: India’s 
Journey to Its Own Constitution:
a. Independence Without a Constitution: tŚen /nĚia 

ďeĐaŵe inĚeƉenĚent Žn AuŐust ϭϱ͕ ϭϵ4ϳ͕ it ĚiĚn͛t 
iŵŵeĚiateůy Śaǀe its Žǁn ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽn͘ /nsteaĚ͕ it 
useĚ tŚe 'Žǀernŵent ŽĨ /nĚia AĐt ϭϵϯϱ͕ a ůaǁ ŵaĚe 
ĚurinŐ �riƟsŚ ruůe͕ as its ŵain ůaǁ͘

b. Creating the Constitution: dŽ ďuiůĚ a ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽn 
suitaďůe ĨŽr /nĚia͕ a sƉeĐiaů ĐŽŵŵiƩee ǁas ĨŽrŵeĚ͘ 
dŚis ĐŽŵŵiƩee s͛ ũŽď ǁas tŽ Đreate a set ŽĨ ruůes anĚ 
ůaǁs tŚat ǁŽuůĚ ŐuiĚe ŚŽǁ /nĚia ǁŽuůĚ ďe ŐŽǀerneĚ͘

c. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Role: �r͘  �͘Z͘ AŵďeĚŬar͕  ŬnŽǁn 
as tŚe &atŚer ŽĨ tŚe /nĚian CŽnsƟtuƟŽn͕ ůeĚ tŚis 
ĐŽŵŵiƩee͘ ,is ǁŽrŬ ǁas ĐruĐiaů in sŚaƉinŐ tŚe ůaǁs 
anĚ ƉrinĐiƉůes tŚat ǁŽuůĚ ŐŽǀern /nĚia͘

The Making of the Constitution
1. Drafting the Constitution:

a. Formation of the Drafting Committee: In August 
ϭϵ4ϳ͕ tŚe CŽnsƟtuent Asseŵďůy͕  ǁŚiĐŚ ǁas 
resƉŽnsiďůe ĨŽr ǁriƟnŐ tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn͕ ĨŽrŵeĚ 
a �raŌinŐ CŽŵŵiƩee͘ �r͘  �͘Z͘ AŵďeĚŬar ǁas 
aƉƉŽinteĚ as tŚe CŚairŵan ŽĨ tŚis CŽŵŵiƩee͘

b. Diverse Inputs: dŚe CŽŵŵiƩee ŐatŚereĚ iĚeas 
anĚ inƉuts ĨrŽŵ ǀariŽus sŽurĐes͕ inĐůuĚinŐ 
ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽns ŽĨ ŽtŚer ĐŽuntries͕ tŽ ŵaŬe sure 
tŚe /nĚian CŽnsƟtuƟŽn ǁas ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe anĚ 
suiteĚ tŽ /nĚia s͛ neeĚs͘

2. The Process of Drafting:
a. Debates and Discussions: dŚe CŽnsƟtuent 

Asseŵďůy ŚaĚ ŵany ĚisĐussiŽns anĚ Ěeďates͘ 
Deŵďers ŽĨ tŚe Asseŵďůy Đaŵe ĨrŽŵ Ěifferent 
Ɖarts ŽĨ /nĚia͕ reƉresenƟnŐ ǀariŽus interests anĚ 
ƉersƉeĐƟǀes͘

b. Final Draft: AŌer aďŽut tǁŽ years ŽĨ ǁŽrŬ͕ tŚe 
Įnaů ĚraŌ ŽĨ tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn ǁas ƉreƉareĚ͘ 
dŚis ĚŽĐuŵent ŽutůineĚ tŚe riŐŚts anĚ ĚuƟes ŽĨ 
ĐiƟǌens͕ tŚe ĨraŵeǁŽrŬ ĨŽr ŐŽǀernanĐe͕ anĚ tŚe 
ƉŽǁers ŽĨ tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent͘

3.  Adoption and Enactment:
a. Adoption: dŚe CŽnsƟtuent Asseŵďůy aĚŽƉteĚ 

tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn Žn EŽǀeŵďer 2ϲ͕ ϭϵ4ϵ͘ dŚis Ěay 
is aůsŽ ŽďserǀeĚ as CŽnsƟtuƟŽn �ay in /nĚia͘

b. Enactment: dŚŽuŐŚ aĚŽƉteĚ in EŽǀeŵďer 
ϭϵ4ϵ͕ tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn Đaŵe intŽ Ĩuůů effeĐt Žn 
January 2ϲ͕ ϭϵϱ0͘ dŚis ǁas tŽ ŚŽnŽr tŚe ŚistŽriĐaů 
siŐniĮĐanĐe ŽĨ January 2ϲ as Wurna ^ǁaraũ �ay͘

Significance of the Constitution:
1.  A Sovereign Democratic Republic:

a. Sovereignty: dŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn ŵarŬeĚ tŚe 
ďeŐinninŐ ŽĨ /nĚia as a sŽǀereiŐn state͕ Ĩree ĨrŽŵ 
colonial rule.

b. Democracy: /t estaďůisŚeĚ /nĚia as a ĚeŵŽĐraƟĐ 
ĐŽuntry ǁŚere ĐiƟǌens ǁŽuůĚ Śaǀe tŚe ƉŽǁer tŽ 
eůeĐt tŚeir ůeaĚers͘

2. Fundamental Rights and Duties:
a. Rights: dŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn Őuarantees ĨunĚaŵentaů 

riŐŚts tŽ aůů ĐiƟǌens͕ ensurinŐ eƋuaůity͕  ĨreeĚŽŵ͕ 
anĚ ũusƟĐe͘

b. Duties: /t aůsŽ ůays ĚŽǁn ĚuƟes ĨŽr ĐiƟǌens͕ 
eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ tŚe iŵƉŽrtanĐe ŽĨ ďeinŐ resƉŽnsiďůe 
anĚ ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ tŽ tŚe naƟŽn s͛ ǁeůĨare͘

3.  Guiding Principles:
a. Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity: dŚese 

are tŚe ĐŽre ǀaůues ensŚrineĚ in tŚe Wreaŵďůe 
ŽĨ tŚe CŽnsƟtuƟŽn͕ ŐuiĚinŐ tŚe naƟŽn anĚ its 
ĐiƟǌens͘

Republic Day Celebrations:
1. Pre-Parade Events:

a. Starting Date: dŚe ĐeůeďraƟŽns ďeŐin Žn January 
2ϯ͕ ĐŽinĐiĚinŐ ǁitŚ WaraŬraŵ �iǁas͕ ǁŚiĐŚ 
ĐŽŵŵeŵŽrates tŚe ďirtŚ anniǀersary ŽĨ Eetaũi 
^uďŚasŚ CŚanĚra �Žse͘

b. President’s Address: Kn tŚe eǀe ŽĨ ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay͕  
tŚe WresiĚent ŽĨ /nĚia Ěeůiǀers an aĚĚress tŽ tŚe 
naƟŽn͕ ŚiŐŚůiŐŚƟnŐ aĐŚieǀeŵents͕ ĐŚaůůenŐes͕ 
anĚ ǀisiŽns ĨŽr tŚe Ĩuture͘



ENSU
RE IA

S

ϵϳwww.ensureias.com Contact : 7900447900

Current Affairs January-2024 ENSURE IAS
2.  Wreath-Laying at Amar Jawan Jyoti:

a. Tribute to the Fallen Soldiers: Early on Republic 
�ay͕  tŚe Wriŵe Dinister Ɖays ŚŽŵaŐe tŽ tŚe 
sŽůĚiers ǁŚŽ Śaǀe saĐriĮĐeĚ tŚeir ůiǀes ĨŽr tŚe 
ĐŽuntry at tŚe Aŵar Jaǁan JyŽƟ͕ a ǁar ŵeŵŽriaů͘

3. Flag Unfurling and Parade:
a. Unfurling the National Flag: dŚe ĐeůeďraƟŽns 

at ZaũƉatŚ ;nŽǁ <artaǀya WatŚͿ in Eeǁ �eůŚi 
ĐŽŵŵenĐe ǁitŚ tŚe WresiĚent unĨurůinŐ tŚe 
EaƟŽnaů &ůaŐ͕ ĨŽůůŽǁeĚ ďy tŚe EaƟŽnaů AntŚeŵ 
anĚ a 2ϭ-'un ^aůute͘

b. The Republic Day Parade: dŚe ƉaraĚe is a ĚisƉůay 
ŽĨ /nĚia s͛ ŵiůitary strenŐtŚ͕ Đuůturaů Ěiǀersity͕  anĚ 
teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů aĚǀanĐeŵents͘ /t inĐůuĚes͗
I. DarĐŚinŐ ĐŽnƟnŐents ĨrŽŵ tŚe ArŵeĚ &ŽrĐes 

anĚ Waraŵiůitary &ŽrĐes͘
II. daďůeauǆ ĨrŽŵ Ěifferent states anĚ ŐŽǀernŵent 

ĚeƉartŵents͘
III. WerĨŽrŵanĐes ďy ĨŽůŬ arƟsts anĚ sĐŚŽŽů 

ĐŚiůĚren͘
4. The Main Attractions of the Parade:

a. Cultural Tableaux: dŚese taďůeauǆ sŚŽǁĐase 
tŚe Đuůturaů ŚeritaŐe anĚ sŽĐiaů anĚ eĐŽnŽŵiĐ 
ƉrŽŐress ŽĨ ǀariŽus states anĚ uniŽn territŽries͘

b. Fly-Past: dŚe ƉaraĚe ĐŽnĐůuĚes ǁitŚ a sƉeĐtaĐuůar 
Ňy-Ɖast ďy tŚe /nĚian Air &ŽrĐe͕ ĚisƉůayinŐ ǀariŽus 
airĐraŌ ĨŽrŵaƟŽns͘

Post-Parade Events:
1. Award Ceremonies:

a. Padma and Gallantry Awards: /n tŚe eǀeninŐ͕ 
tŚe WresiĚent ĐŽnĨers tŚe WaĚŵa AǁarĚs ;ĨŽr 
eǆĐeƉƟŽnaů anĚ ĚisƟnŐuisŚeĚ serǀiĐeͿ anĚ 
'aůůantry AǁarĚs ;ĨŽr ďraǀeryͿ tŽ tŚe ĚeserǀinŐ 
inĚiǀiĚuaůs͘

2. Beating Retreat Ceremony:
a. Date and Venue: ,eůĚ Žn January 2ϵ at siũay 

CŚŽǁŬ͕ Eeǁ �eůŚi͘
b. Significance: dŚis ĐereŵŽny ŵarŬs tŚe ŽĸĐiaů 

enĚ ŽĨ ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay ĐeůeďraƟŽns͘ Diůitary 
ďanĚs ƉerĨŽrŵ͕ ĐreaƟnŐ a sŽůeŵn anĚ ƉatriŽƟĐ 
atmosphere.

Special Highlights of the 75th Republic Day:
1.   Themes for 2024:

A. ͚siŬsit �Śarat͛ anĚ ͚�Śarat ʹ >ŽŬtantra Ŭi 
DatruŬa͛͗ dŚese tŚeŵes reŇeĐt tŚe iĚea ŽĨ 
/nĚia as a ĚeǀeůŽƉeĚ naƟŽn anĚ tŚe ŵŽtŚer ŽĨ 
ĚeŵŽĐraĐy͘

2.   Women-Centric Parade:
A. �ŵƉŚasis Žn sŚŽǁĐasinŐ ǁŽŵen s͛ ĐŽntriďuƟŽns 

in ǀariŽus ĮeůĚs͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe arŵeĚ ĨŽrĐes͘
3.   International Participation:

A. dŚe ƉaraĚe ĨeatureĚ ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn ĨrŽŵ &ranĐe͕ 
ŚiŐŚůiŐŚƟnŐ tŚe strŽnŐ ĚiƉůŽŵaƟĐ Ɵes ďetǁeen 
/nĚia anĚ &ranĐe͘

Special Aspects of the 75th Republic Day 
Celebrations:
1.   A Women-Centric Parade:

A. Highlighting Women’s Role: dŚe 2024 ƉaraĚe 
nŽtaďůy ĨŽĐuseĚ Žn tŚe ĐŽntriďuƟŽns ŽĨ ǁŽŵen 
in ǀariŽus ĮeůĚs͕ inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe arŵeĚ ĨŽrĐes anĚ 
cultural sectors.

B. Unique Features: dŚis inĐůuĚeĚ aůů-ǁŽŵen 
ĐŽnƟnŐents͕ ǁŽŵen-ůeĚ ŵusiĐaů ƉerĨŽrŵanĐes͕ 
anĚ sŚŽǁĐasinŐ aĐŚieǀeŵents ŽĨ ǁŽŵen in 
Ěifferent sƉŚeres͘

2.  French Participation:
A. International Collaboration: A siŐniĮĐant Ĩeature 

ŽĨ tŚe 2024 ƉaraĚe is tŚe ƉarƟĐiƉaƟŽn ŽĨ &renĐŚ 
ŵiůitary ĐŽnƟnŐents anĚ ďanĚs͕ eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ tŚe 
strŽnŐ ďŽnĚ ďetǁeen /nĚia anĚ &ranĐe͘

B. Joint Air Show: &renĐŚ anĚ /nĚian air ĨŽrĐes 
ĐŽůůaďŽrateĚ ĨŽr tŚe Ňy-Ɖast͕ sŚŽǁĐasinŐ ŵiůitary 
ĐŽŽƉeraƟŽn ďetǁeen tŚe tǁŽ ĐŽuntries͘

3.  Farmers as Special Guests:
A. Honoring Agriculture: In a unique gesture, 

Ĩarŵers ǁere sƉeĐiaů Őuests at tŚe ƉaraĚe͕ 
reŇeĐƟnŐ tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent s͛ ĨŽĐus Žn aŐriĐuůturaů 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent anĚ Ĩarŵer ǁeůĨare͘

B. Representation: &arŵers ĨrŽŵ ǀariŽus &arŵers 
WrŽĚuĐers KrŐanisaƟŽns ;&WKsͿ anĚ ďeneĮĐiaries 
of agricultural schemes were present.

Cultural and Commemorative Events:
1. Tableaux and Performances:

A. Diverse Themes: daďůeauǆ ĨrŽŵ Ěifferent 
states anĚ ŵinistries  ĚeƉiĐteĚ /nĚia s͛ Đuůturaů 
riĐŚness͕ teĐŚnŽůŽŐiĐaů aĚǀanĐeŵents͕ anĚ sŽĐiaů 
aĐŚieǀeŵents͘
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B. Cultural Troupes: &ŽůŬ ĚanĐe ŐrŽuƉs ĨrŽŵ ǀariŽus 

states  ƉerĨŽrŵeĚ͕ sŚŽǁĐasinŐ reŐiŽnaů art ĨŽrŵs͘
2. Textile Installation ‘Anant Sutra – The Endless Thread’:

A. Tribute to Indian Textiles: dŚis instaůůaƟŽn 
ĚisƉůayeĚ a ǀast array ŽĨ /nĚian sarees͕ ĐeůeďraƟnŐ 
tŚe riĐŚ teǆƟůe ŚeritaŐe ŽĨ /nĚia͘

3. Commemorative Coin and Stamp:
A. DeŵŽriaůiǌinŐ tŚe KĐĐasiŽn͗ dŚe Dinistry ŽĨ 

�eĨenĐe  reůeaseĚ sƉeĐiaů ĐŽŵŵeŵŽraƟǀe ĐŽins 
anĚ staŵƉs in ŚŽnŽr ŽĨ tŚe ϳϱtŚ ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay͘

4. National School Band Competition:
A. �nŐaŐinŐ tŚe zŽutŚ͗ dŚis ĐŽŵƉeƟƟŽn aiŵeĚ tŽ 

ĨŽster a sense ŽĨ naƟŽnaů ƉriĚe anĚ unity aŵŽnŐ 
sĐŚŽŽů ĐŚiůĚren͘

 Raksha Rajya Mantri  gave away the best marching 
contingents and tableaux awards for the Republic Day 
Parade on January 30, 2024. 
 dŚe ƉersŽn annŽunĐeĚ tǁŽ sets ŽĨ resuůts ĨŽr tŚe 
ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay WaraĚe 2024͗ Žne ũuĚŐeĚ ďy a Ɖaneů anĚ 
anŽtŚer ĚeĐiĚeĚ ďy ƉuďůiĐ ǀŽƟnŐ Žn Dy'Žǀ͘  ,e ƉraiseĚ aůů 
tŚe ǁinners͘ dŚree Ɖaneůs ŽĨ ũuĚŐes ǁere ĐŽnsƟtuteĚ ĨŽr  
reǀieǁinŐ tŚe ƉerĨŽrŵanĐes ŽĨ tŚe DarĐŚinŐ CŽnƟnŐents 
ĨrŽŵ tŚe ^erǀiĐes͕ DarĐŚinŐ CŽnƟnŐents ĨrŽŵ Centraů 
ArŵeĚ WŽůiĐe &ŽrĐes ;CAW&ͿͬŽtŚer auǆiůiary ĨŽrĐes͕ anĚ 
taďůeauǆ ĨrŽŵ ^tatesͬhniŽn derritŽries anĚ Dinistriesͬ
�eƉartŵents͘ dŚe ǁinners ǁere ĐŚŽsen ďaseĚ Žn tŚese 
ũuĚŐes͛ eǀaůuaƟŽns͘

1. Best Marching Contingent among the three Services 
^/<, ZeŐiŵent CŽnƟnŐent

2. Best Marching Contingent among CAPF/other 
auxiliary forces �eůŚi WŽůiĐe tŽŵen DarĐŚinŐ 
CŽnƟnŐent

3. Top Three Tableaux (States/UTs): First – KĚisŚa 
;tŽŵan �ŵƉŽǁerŵent in siŬsit �ŚaratͿ Second – 
'uũarat ;�ŚŽrĚŽ ͗ A 'ůŽďaů /ĐŽn KĨ 'uũarat s͛ �ŽrĚer 
dŽurisŵͿ Third ʹ daŵiů EaĚu ;<uĚaǀŽůai ^ysteŵ in 
anĐient daŵiů EaĚu ʹ DŽtŚer ŽĨ �eŵŽĐraĐyͿ

4. Best Tableau (Ministries/Departments)Dinistry ŽĨ 
Cuůture ʹ ;�Śarat ͗ DŽtŚer ŽĨ �eŵŽĐraĐy͖ >ŽŬtantra 
<i DatruŬaͿ

5. Special Prize: ;aͿ Central Public Works Department 
;Centraů sista ʹ siŬsit �Śarat <a WraƟďiŵďͿ ;ďͿ ‘Vande 
Bharatam’ Dance Group

 /n aĚĚiƟŽn tŽ tŚe aďŽǀe͕ an Žnůine WŽůů naŵeĚ ͚sŽte 
ĨŽr yŽur &aǀŽurite daďůeau at ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay 2024͚ ǁas 
ĐŽnĚuĐteĚ Žn Dy'Žǀ ĨrŽŵ 2ϲtŚ January 2024 tŽ 2ϳtŚ 
January 2024͕ ĨŽr tŚe ĐiƟǌens tŽ ǀŽte ĨŽr tŚeir ĨaǀŽurite 
daďůeauǆ ĨrŽŵ ^tatesͬhds anĚ Dinistriesͬ�eƉartŵents 
anĚ aůsŽ aŵŽnŐst tŚe DarĐŚinŐ ĐŽnƟnŐents tŽ seůeĐt 
tŚe ďest ĨrŽŵ ^erǀiĐes as ǁeůů as CYW&sͬ ŽtŚer auǆiůiary 
&ŽrĐes as ƉŽƉuůar ĐŚŽiĐe ĐateŐŽry͘ dŚe resuůts in tŚe 
ƉŽƉuůar ĐŚŽiĐe ĐateŐŽry are as unĚer͗

1. Best Marching Contingent among the Three Services 
ZaũƉutana ZiŇes ZeŐiŵentaů DarĐŚinŐ CŽnƟnŐent 
;ZAJ Z/&Ϳ

2. Best Marching Contingent among CAPF/other 
auxiliary forces CZW& tŽŵan DarĐŚinŐ CŽnƟnŐent

3. Top Three Tableaux (States/UTs): First – 'uũrat 
;�ŚŽrĚŽ ͗ A 'ůŽďaů /ĐŽn KĨ 'uũarat s͛ �ŽrĚer dŽurisŵͿ 
Second ʹ hƩar WraĚesŚ ;siŬsit �Śarat ^aŵraĚŚ 
sirasatͿ Third ʹ  AnĚŚra WraĚesŚ ;dransĨŽrŵinŐ ̂ ĐŚŽŽů 
�ĚuĐaƟŽn in AnĚŚra WraĚesŚ ʹ DaŬinŐ ^tuĚents 
'ůŽďaůůy CŽŵƉeƟƟǀeͿ

4. Best Tableau (Central Ministries/Departments) 
Dinistry ŽĨ ,Žŵe Affairs ;siďrant siůůaŐesͿ

 Dinistry ŽĨ �eĨenĐe anĚ Dy'Žǀ ĐŽnŐratuůate aůů tŚe 
ǁinners͕ tŚanŬs aůů tŚe ƉarƟĐiƉants ĨŽr tŚeir ĐŽntriďuƟŽns͕ 
anĚ enĐŽuraŐes ĐiƟǌens tŽ ĐŽnƟnue ƉarƟĐiƉaƟnŐ in suĐŚ 
Ĩuture aĐƟǀiƟes͘ 

Other Notable Initiatives:
1. Vande Bharatam 3.0:
EaƟŽnaů �anĐe CŽŵƉeƟƟŽn͗ A ƉůaƞŽrŵ ĨŽr sŚŽǁĐasinŐ 
traĚiƟŽnaů anĚ ĐŽnteŵƉŽrary ĚanĐe ĨŽrŵs͕ ǁitŚ seůeĐteĚ 
ƉerĨŽrŵanĐes ĨeatureĚ in tŚe ƉaraĚe͘
2. Veer Gatha 3.0:
WrŽũeĐt ĨŽr ^ĐŚŽŽů ^tuĚents͗ An iniƟaƟǀe tŽ eĚuĐate 
stuĚents aďŽut tŚe ďraǀery anĚ saĐriĮĐes ŽĨ /nĚian arŵeĚ 
forces personnel.
3. Bharat Parv:
CeůeďraƟŽn at ZeĚ &Žrt͗ KrŐaniǌeĚ ďy tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ 
dŽurisŵ͕ it inĐůuĚes ĚisƉůays ŽĨ ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay taďůeauǆ͕ 
Đuůturaů ƉerĨŽrŵanĐes͕ anĚ ĨŽŽĚ ĐŽurts reƉresenƟnŐ 
Đuisines ĨrŽŵ aĐrŽss /nĚia͘
4. Parakram Diwas:
,ŽnŽrinŐ Eetaũi ^uďŚasŚ CŚanĚra �Žse͗ sariŽus eǀents 
at ZeĚ &Žrt͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ůiŐŚt anĚ sŽunĚ sŚŽǁs͕ Ɖůays͕ anĚ 
ĚanĐe ƉerĨŽrŵanĐes ďaseĚ Žn Śis ůiĨe͘
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Importance of Republic Day
1. Reflecting Our Belief in Democracy: Republic Day 

sŚŽǁs ŚŽǁ ŵuĐŚ ǁe ďeůieǀe in ĚeŵŽĐraĐy anĚ 
iŵƉŽrtant ǀaůues ůiŬe Ĩairness͕ ĨreeĚŽŵ͕ eƋuaůity͕  anĚ 
ďeinŐ tŽŐetŚer͘  dŚis Ěay reŵinĚs us tŽ ŬeeƉ ǁŽrŬinŐ 
ŚarĚ ĨŽr Žur ĐŽuntry anĚ tŽ aůǁays resƉeĐt tŚese 
iŵƉŽrtant ǀaůues͘

2. Showing Our Unity in Diversity: dŚe ďiŐ ƉaraĚe anĚ 
Đuůturaů eǀents Žn ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay sŚŽǁ ŚŽǁ riĐŚ anĚ 
Ěiǀerse /nĚia s͛ Đuůtures͕ ůanŐuaŐes͕ anĚ traĚiƟŽns 
are͘ dŚis ĐeůeďraƟŽn ŽĨ Ěifferent Đuůtures sŚŽǁs 
ŚŽǁ strŽnŐ anĚ uniteĚ ǁe are as a ĐŽuntry͘ /t ďrinŐs 
ƉeŽƉůe ĨrŽŵ aůů Ěifferent ďaĐŬŐrŽunĚs tŽŐetŚer͘

3. Sending Messages to the World: On Republic Day, 
we also show how strong our military is with a big 
ƉaraĚe͘ te inǀite Őuests ĨrŽŵ ŽtŚer ĐŽuntries anĚ 
taůŬ tŽ tŚe ŵeĚia ĨrŽŵ arŽunĚ tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘ dŚis ŚeůƉs 
us ŵaŬe ĨrienĚs ǁitŚ ŽtŚer ĐŽuntries anĚ sŚŽǁs 
eǀeryŽne ŚŽǁ iŵƉŽrtant /nĚia is in tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘

4. Inspiring Everyone͗ ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay is aůsŽ a Őreat 
chance to teach people, especially young people, 
aďŽut Žur ĐŽuntry s͛ ŚistŽry anĚ ǁŚat Žur CŽnsƟtuƟŽn 
says͘ CeůeďraƟnŐ tŚis Ěay ŵaŬes us Ĩeeů ƉrŽuĚ ŽĨ Žur 
ĐŽuntry anĚ enĐŽuraŐes us tŽ ǁŽrŬ tŽŐetŚer tŽ ŵaŬe 
Žur ĐŽuntry ďeƩer͘  /t insƉires us tŽ ĚŽ ŐŽŽĚ tŚinŐs ĨŽr 
our country.

Conclusion
 ZeƉuďůiĐ �ay is a ǀery iŵƉŽrtant Ěay ĨŽr /nĚia͘ /t is 
tŚe Ěay ǁŚen ǁe reŵeŵďer ŚŽǁ /nĚia ďeĐaŵe a reƉuďůiĐ 

anĚ ǁŚen ǁe starteĚ usinŐ Žur CŽnsƟtuƟŽn͘ dŚis Ěay 
reŵinĚs us ŽĨ Žur ũŽurney tŽ ďeĐŽŵe a ĐŽuntry ǁŚere tŚe 
ƉeŽƉůe are in ĐŚarŐe͘ /t s͛ a Ěay tŽ tŚinŬ aďŽut ǁŚat ǁe 
Śaǀe ĚŽne ǁeůů anĚ tŽ ůŽŽŬ ĨŽrǁarĚ tŽ ŵaŬinŐ Žur ĐŽuntry 
eǀen ďeƩer͘  te Đeůeďrate tŚis Ěay ďy reŵeŵďerinŐ tŚe 
iŵƉŽrtant iĚeas in Žur CŽnsƟtuƟŽn͕ ůiŬe ĚeŵŽĐraĐy͕  
Ĩairness͕ ĨreeĚŽŵ͕ eƋuaůity͕  anĚ ďeinŐ tŽŐetŚer as a 
naƟŽn͘

8.  RAM MANDIR: CONSECRATION EVENT
1. Kn January 22͕ 2024͕ dŚe Wran WraƟsŚtŚa 

(CONSECRATION) ŽĨ tŚe iĚŽů at AyŽĚŚya s͛ Zaŵ 
teŵƉůe ǁas ƉerĨŽrŵeĚ͘
a. dŚe ďasiĐ ŵeaninŐ ŽĨ Wran WraƟsŚtŚa is ŐiǀinŐ 

ůiĨe tŽ tŚe iĚŽů͘ /t is tŚe aĐt ǁŚiĐŚ transĨŽrŵs an 
iĚŽů intŽ a Ěeity͕  ŐiǀinŐ it tŚe ĐaƉaĐity tŽ aĐĐeƉt 
Ɖrayers anĚ Őrant ďŽŽns͘

b. dŚe ƉrŽĐess ŽĨ tŚe Wran WraƟsŚtŚa is ŵenƟŽneĚ 
in tŚe seĚas anĚ eůaďŽrateĚ uƉŽn in ǀariŽus 
Wuranas͕ suĐŚ as Datsya Wuran͕ saŵan Wuran͕ 
EaraĚ Wuran͕ etĐ͘

c. Wran ƉraƟsŚtŚa Đan ďe ŚeůĚ ĨŽr ďŽtŚ chalitmoorti 
;ŚŽuseŚŽůĚ iĚŽůs tŚat Đan ďe ŵŽǀeĚ aďŽutͿ anĚ

d. sthirmoorti ;teŵƉůe iĚŽůs tŚat ŽnĐe ĮǆeĚ reŵain 
sŽͿ͘

2. CŽinĐiĚeĚ ǁitŚ India’s 75th year as a ZeƉuďůiĐ anĚ 
the commencement of the Amrit kaal.

3. WD EarenĚra DŽĚi ǀieǁs it as tŚe ďeŐinninŐ ŽĨ a neǁ 
Ɵŵe ƉeriŽĚ͕ a ‘new kaal chakra.’

Ram Janmabhoomi Movement Timeline:
Early History
 (1751-1856):

Mid-19th Century 
Conflicts (1855-1856):

Early Legal Battles 
(1858-1949):

Post-Independence 
Escalation  (1949-1989):

Movement Intensifies  
(1983-1992):

ͻ DaratŚa 
aƩeŵƉts tŽ 
gain control 
;ϭϳϱϭ͕ ϭϳϱϲͿ

ͻ &irst reĐŽrĚeĚ 
ĚisƉute ;ϭϴ22Ϳ

ͻ siŽůent 
ĐůasŚ͕ ,inĚus Őain 
ĐŽntrŽů ;ϭϴϱϱͿ

ͻ AƩaĐŬ Žn Zaŵ 
Janmabhoomi 
reƉeůůeĚ ;ϭϴϱϲͿ

ͻ AŐainst ,inĚu 
rituaůs ;ϭϴϱϴͿ

ͻ Permission for 
Ram temple 
ĚenieĚ ;ϭϴϴϱͿ

ͻ deŵƉůe ƉrŽƉŽsaů͕ iĚŽů 
ƉůaĐeŵent͕ ŵaũŽr 
ĚisƉute ;ϭϵ4ϵͿ

ͻ ,inĚu DaŚasaďŚa 
resŽůuƟŽn 
;ΖůiďeraƟŽnΖ ŽĨ siteͿ

ͻ >eŐaů anĚ ƉŽůiƟĐaů 
aĐƟŽns ǁitŚ 
consequences

ͻ Appeal for return of religious 
sites ;ϭϵϴϯͿ

ͻ ,W ůaunĐŚes ΖůiďeraƟŽnΖ 
ŵŽǀeŵent ;ϭϵϴ4Ϳ

ͻ �aďri DasũiĚ unůŽĐŬeĚ͕ĚisƉute 
intensiĮes ;ϭϵϴϲͿ

ͻ �JW aĐƟǀeůy suƉƉŽrts teŵƉůe 
ŵŽǀeŵent ;ϭϵϴϵͿ

ͻ &ŽunĚaƟŽn-ůayinŐ ĐereŵŽny ŚeůĚ

Features of Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir
Feature Description

1. Architectural Style dŚe ĚesiŐn ĨŽůůŽǁs tŚe Māru-Gurjara architecture style of the Nagara styůe͕ Ɖreǀaůent 
in nŽrtŚern /nĚia͘

2. Dimension Length ;east-ǁestͿ͗ 380 feet, Width͗ 250 feet, Height͗ 161 feet
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3. Design dŚe Sompura family͕ ĚesiŐneĚ tŚe Zaŵ DanĚir in ϭϵϴϴ͘ 
titŚ eǆƉerƟse in teŵƉůe arĐŚiteĐture͕ tŚey͛ǀe ĐreateĚ Žǀer ϭ00 teŵƉůes ǁŽrůĚǁiĚe͕ 
inĐůuĚinŐ tŚe ĨaŵŽus Somnath temple.

4. �uiůĚinŐ Dateriaůs a) Bansi Paharpur Pink Sandstone ĨrŽŵ ZaũastŚan s͛ �ŚaratƉur ĚistriĐt ĨŽr tŚe ŵain 
structure.

b) Granite stones in tŚe ƉůintŚs ĨŽr a rŽďust ĨŽunĚaƟŽn͘
c) White Makrana marble anĚ ĐŽůŽreĚ ŵarďůe ĨŽr intriĐate inůay ǁŽrŬ͘
d) Teakwood uƟůiǌeĚ ĨŽr teŵƉůe ĚŽŽrs͘
e) ^ƉeĐiaů ďriĐŬs insĐriďeĚ ǁitŚ “Shri Ram” useĚ͘ dŚese ďriĐŬs͕ ĐaůůeĚ Zaŵ ^Śiůas͕ 

syŵďŽůiǌe Zaŵ ^etu stŽnes͘
f) KtŚer ŵateriaůs inĐůuĚe Shaligram Rock, copper plates, gold, and Ashtdhatu.

5. �ŽunĚary taůůs ^urrŽunĚinŐ ǁaůů inŇuenĐeĚ ďy Dravida style teŵƉůes͕ eǆŚiďiƟnŐ a ŚyďriĚ ĐŚaraĐterisƟĐ͘
6. DanĚaƉas Eritya DanĚaƉ͕ ZanŐ DanĚaƉ͕ ^aďŚa DanĚaƉ͕ WratŚana DanĚaƉ͕ anĚ <irtan DanĚaƉ
7. hniƋue CŽnstruĐƟŽn draĚiƟŽnaů ŵetŚŽĚs uƟůiǌeĚ͕ aǀŽiĚinŐ steeů Žr irŽn ĨŽr sustainaďiůity͘

Temple Complex Features:
Feature Description

WarŬŽta taůů a) ZeĐtanŐuůar ĐŽŵƉŽunĚ ǁaůů 
surrŽunĚinŐ tŚe teŵƉůe͘

b) >enŐtŚ͗ ϳϯ2 ŵeters͕ tiĚtŚ͗ ϭ4 Ĩeet͘
AĚĚiƟŽnaů 
deŵƉůes

a) 4 ĐŽrner teŵƉůes ĚeĚiĐateĚ tŽ 
^urya �eǀ͕  �eǀi �ŚaŐǁaƟ͕ 'anesŚ 
�ŚaŐǁan͕ anĚ >ŽrĚ ^Śiǀa͘

b) EŽrtŚern arŵ͗ deŵƉůe ŽĨ Daa 
Annapurna.

c) ^ŽutŚern arŵ͗ deŵƉůe ŽĨ >ŽrĚ 
,anuŵan͘

d) ,istŽriĐ ǁeůů naŵeĚ ^ita <ŽŽƉ 
nearby.

WrŽƉŽseĚ 
deŵƉůes

a) deŵƉůes ƉůanneĚ ĨŽr DaŚarisŚi 
sasŚisŚtŚa͕ saůŵiŬi͕ sisŚǁaŵitra͕ 
AŐastya͕ EisŚaĚ Zaũ͕ �eǀi AŚiůya͕ 
anĚ Data ^Śaďri͘

b) ZestŽraƟŽn ŽĨ anĐient >ŽrĚ ^Śiǀa 
teŵƉůe at <uďer diůa͘

c) /nstaůůaƟŽn ŽĨ ďrŽnǌe iĚŽů ŽĨ Jatayu͘
Infrastructure a) Sewage treatment plant, water 

treatŵent Ɖůant͕ Įre serǀiĐe͕ 
inĚeƉenĚent ƉŽǁer staƟŽn͘

b) WiůŐriŵs &aĐiůity Centre ĨŽr 2ϱ͕000 
ƉeŽƉůe͕ inĐůuĚinŐ ŵeĚiĐaů anĚ ůŽĐŬ-
er ĨaĐiůiƟes͘

c) ^eƉarate ďůŽĐŬ ǁitŚ ďatŚinŐ area͕ 
ǁasŚrŽŽŵs͕ ǁasŚďasin͕ anĚ ŽƉen 
taps.

>iŐŚtninŐ 
WrŽteĐƟŽn

a) /nstaůůaƟŽn ŽĨ 200 <A ůiŐŚt arrest-
ers tŽ Ɖreǀent ůiŐŚtninŐ ĚaŵaŐe͘

�ĚuĐaƟŽnaů 
Center

a) Duseuŵ sŚŽǁĐasinŐ arƟĨaĐts re-
ůateĚ tŽ >ŽrĚ Zaŵ anĚ tŚe Zaŵaya-
na.

diŵe CaƉsuůe a) WůaĐeĚ 2͕000 Ĩeet unĚerŐrŽunĚ ďe-
neath the temple.

b) Contains copper plate with infor-
ŵaƟŽn Žn tŚe teŵƉůe͕ >ŽrĚ Zaŵa͕ 
anĚ AyŽĚŚya͘

�artŚƋuaŬe 
Resistance

aͿ deŵƉůe ĚesiŐneĚ tŽ ǁitŚstanĚ 
eartŚƋuaŬes͕ esƟŵateĚ aŐe ŽĨ 
2500 years.

/ĚŽůs anĚ �eůů a) /ĚŽůs ŵaĚe ĨrŽŵ ϲ0 ŵiůůiŽn-year-
ŽůĚ ^ŚaůiŐraŵ ZŽĐŬs ĨrŽŵ 'anĚaŬi 
Ziǀer͕  EeƉaů͘

b) �eůů ŵaĚe ŽĨ AsŚtaĚŚatu ;'ŽůĚ͕ ^iů-
ǀer͕  CŽƉƉer͕  �inĐ͕ >eaĚ͕ din͕ /rŽn͕ 
DerĐuryͿ͘

c) �eůů ǁeiŐŚs 2ϭ00 <Ő͕ auĚiďůe uƉ tŽ 
ϭϱ <ŵ͘

Understanding Nagara Style Temple Architecture
1. Basic Elements of Hindu Temple Architecture

a) Garbhagriha: Small room housing the principal 
ĚeityͬĚeiƟes͘

b) Mandapa: �ntranĐe Śaůů Žr ĐŽǀereĚ area ĨŽr 
gatherings.

c) Shikhara: dŽǁerinŐ sƉire aďŽǀe tŚe sanĐtuŵ 
sanctorum.
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d) Vahana: DŽunt ŽĨ tŚe ŵain Ěeity ƉůaĐeĚ in 

ůine ŽĨ siŐŚt ĨrŽŵ 'arďŚaŐriŚa͘

2. Distinctive Features of Nagara Style
a)  Upraised Platform: deŵƉůes ĐŽnstruĐteĚ Žn an 

eůeǀateĚ ƉůaƞŽrŵ ĐaůůeĚ Jagati.
b)  Mandapas ůŽĐateĚ in ĨrŽnt ŽĨ tŚe teŵƉůe͕ ŽŌen 

ĚeĐŽrateĚ ǁitŚ tŚe ŚiŐŚest ^ŚiŬŚara͘
c) The shikhara Žǀer tŚe ŵanĚaƉas in tŚe ƉiĐtures 

ŽĨ tŚe AyŽĚŚya Zaŵ teŵƉůe Đan ďe seen ŚaǀinŐ a 
sƋuare ďase͕ anĚ a reĐƟůinear Žutůine͘

d) dŚis is ĐaůůeĚ tŚe phamsana-style sŚiŬŚara͘ 
e) EŽte tŚat tŚe ŵanĚaƉa sŚiŬŚara riŐŚt at tŚe 

entrance has an octagonal base.
3. Comparison with Khajuraho Temple

a) ^iŵiůariƟes ǁitŚ EaŐara styůe ŽďserǀeĚ in tŚe 
Vishwanath temple at <ŚaũuraŚŽ͘

b) EŽtaďůe reseŵďůanĐe in tŚe ĚesiŐn ŽĨ tŚe ŵain 
^ŚiŬŚaras ŽĨ ďŽtŚ teŵƉůes͘

c) �ŽtŚ Ĩeature ĐurǀeĚ ƉyraŵiĚaů ^ŚiŬŚaras enĚinŐ 
in a ŚŽriǌŽntaů ĚisĐ ĐaůůeĚ Amalaka tŽƉƉeĚ ǁitŚ a 
Kalasha͕ ŬnŽǁn as Latina-style Shikhara.

Significance of Ram Mandir
1. Religious Fulfillment: dŚe teŵƉůe s͛ ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn 

ĨuůĮůůs a ůŽnŐstanĚinŐ sƉirituaů asƉiraƟŽn ŽĨ ,inĚus͕ 
ŚŽůĚinŐ iŵŵense reůiŐiŽus siŐniĮĐanĐe͘

2. Cultural Preservation: AyŽĚŚya s͛ ƉrŽĨŽunĚ 
ĐŽnneĐƟŽn tŽ tŚe Zaŵayana unĚersĐŽres tŚe 
teŵƉůe s͛ rŽůe in ƉreserǀinŐ anĚ ŚŽnŽrinŐ /nĚia s͛ riĐŚ 
cultural heritage.

3. Economic Boost: dŚe Zaŵ DanĚir Śas tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů tŽ 
Đataůyǌe eĐŽnŽŵiĐ ŐrŽǁtŚ͕ ŐeneraƟnŐ eŵƉůŽyŵent 
ŽƉƉŽrtuniƟes anĚ ďŽŽsƟnŐ tŽurisŵ͕ tŚereďy ĨŽsterinŐ 
ůŽĐaů ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͘

4. Religious Harmony: ZesŽůuƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe AyŽĚŚya 
ĚisƉute anĚ tŚe teŵƉůe s͛ ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn ĐŽuůĚ Ɖaǀe 
tŚe ǁay ĨŽr reůiŐiŽus ŚarŵŽny͕  ƉŽtenƟaůůy ŵiƟŐaƟnŐ 
ĚeĐaĚes-ůŽnŐ tensiŽns ďetǁeen ,inĚus anĚ Dusůiŵs͘

5. Charitable Endeavors: AĐƟnŐ as a Đentraů Śuď͕ tŚe 
teŵƉůe ŵay ůeaĚ tŚe ŐrŽǁtŚ ŽĨ ĐŚaritaďůe insƟtuƟŽns 
ůiŬe sĐŚŽŽůs anĚ ŚŽsƉitaůs͕ enŚanĐinŐ ĐŽŵŵunity 
welfare.

6. Infrastructure Development: dŚe teŵƉůe s͛ 
ĐŽnstruĐƟŽn is ƉŽiseĚ tŽ Ěriǀe tŚe ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent 
ŽĨ essenƟaů inĨrastruĐture suĐŚ as rŽaĚs͕ ǀitaů ĨŽr 
aĐĐŽŵŵŽĚaƟnŐ ƉiůŐriŵ inŇuǆ anĚ ĨŽsterinŐ reŐiŽnaů 
progress.

Conclusion
 dŚe inauŐuraƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe Zaŵ DanĚir in AyŽĚŚya 
siŐniĮes tŚe resŽůuƟŽn ŽĨ Žne ŽĨ tŚe ŽůĚest ůanĚ ĚisƉutes 
in inĚeƉenĚent /nĚia

9.   WEST BENGAL NOTIFIED STATE DAY & 
STATE SONG

1. ZeĐentůy͕  test �enŐaů ŐŽǀernŵent nŽƟĮes Poila 
Boisakh͕ tŚe Įrst Ěay ŽĨ tŚe �enŐaůi Eeǁ zear͕  as 
^tate �ay anĚ Banglar Mati Banglar Jal ;ǁriƩen ďy 
ZaďinĚranatŚ daŐŽreͿ as ^tate ^ŽnŐ͘

2. WŽiůa �ŽisaŬŚ is an iŵƉŽrtant ĨesƟǀaů ĐeůeďrateĚ ďy 
�enŐaůi ĐŽŵŵuniƟes aĐrŽss test �enŐaů͕ driƉura͕ 
JŚarŬŚanĚ͕ anĚ Assaŵ͘
• /n 202ϯ it ǁas ĐeůeďrateĚ Žn AƉriů ϭϱtŚ͘

3. �arůier͕  'ŽǀernŽr C͘s͘  AnanĚa �Žse aůsŽ ŽďserǀeĚ 
June 20 as Paschim Banga Dibas, triggering a war of 
ǁŽrĚs ǁitŚ tŚe ^tate ŐŽǀernŵent͘
• On June 20, 1947 tŚe �enŐaů >eŐisůaƟǀe 

Asseŵďůy ŚeůĚ a ŵeeƟnŐ tŽ ĚeĐiĚe iĨ tŚe �enŐaů 
WresiĚenĐy ǁŽuůĚ stay ǁitŚ /nĚia Žr WaŬistan͕ Žr 
ďe ĚiǀiĚeĚ͕ ŚaǀinŐ tŚe ,inĚu ŵaũŽrity ĚistriĐts 
stayinŐ ǁitŚ /nĚia as test �enŐaů anĚ tŚe 
Dusůiŵ ŵaũŽrity areas ĨŽrŵinŐ �ast WaŬistan͘
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10.   Classical language status to ‘Bangla’ 
 ZeĐentůy͕  test �enŐaů s͛ CŚieĨ Dinister raiseĚ tŚe 

ĚeŵanĚ tŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe ĐůassiĐaů ůanŐuaŐe status tŽ ͚�anŐůa͛ 

anĚ seeŬinŐ naƟŽnaů Ĩair status tŽ tŚe ͚'anŐasaŐar Deůa͛͘

Why Bengali needs to be recognized as classical 

language?

1. �enŐaůi ƉeŽƉůe s͛ riĐŚ ŚeritaŐe anĚ Đuůture Đan ďe 

traĐeĚ ďaĐŬ tŽ anĐient Ɵŵes͘ �aseĚ Žn sĐienƟĮĐ 

researĐŚ͕ it Śas ďeen estaďůisŚeĚ tŚat �enŐaůi 

ůanŐuaŐe ŚaĚ its origin from almost 2,500 years.

2. AƉart ĨrŽŵ ďeinŐ tŚe ŽĸĐiaů ůanŐuaŐe ŽĨ test �enŐaů 

anĚ tŚe 2nd most spoken language in India, it is also 

the 7th most spoken language in the world.

Classical Languages and Criteria for Declaration:

1. Currentůy͕  Žnůy ϲ ůanŐuaŐes enũŽy tŚe ͚CůassiĐaů͛ 

ůanŐuaŐe status in /nĚia naŵeůy Tamil (declared 

in 2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada (2008), Telugu 

(2008), Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014).

2. Criteria for Declaration:

a) ,iŐŚ treasure ŽĨ its earůy teǆtsͬreĐŽrĚeĚ ŚistŽry 

Žǀer a ƉeriŽĚ ŽĨ atůeast 1500-2000 years͖

b) A ďŽĚy ŽĨ anĐient ůiteratureͬteǆts͕ ǁŚiĐŚ is 

ĐŽnsiĚereĚ a valuable heritage ďy ŐeneraƟŽns ŽĨ 

sƉeaŬers͖

c) dŚe literary tradition should be original anĚ nŽt 

ďŽrrŽǁeĚ ĨrŽŵ anŽtŚer sƉeeĐŚ ĐŽŵŵunity͖

Benefits given to the classical languages:

1. International Awards: dǁŽ ŵaũŽr annuaů internaƟŽnaů 

aǁarĚs are ƉrŽǀiĚeĚ tŽ eŵinent sĐŚŽůars in ĐůassiĐaů 

/nĚian ůanŐuaŐes͘

2. Centres of Excellence: Establishing Centres of 

�ǆĐeůůenĐe ĨŽr tŚe stuĚy ŽĨ CůassiĐaů >anŐuaŐes͘

3. University Grants Commission (UGC): CreaƟŽn ŽĨ 

WrŽĨessiŽnaů CŚairs ĨŽr CůassiĐaů >anŐuaŐes in Centraů 

hniǀersiƟes͘

4. Research Project Funding: hniǀersity 'rant 

CŽŵŵissiŽn ;h'CͿ aǁarĚs researĐŚ ƉrŽũeĐts tŽ 

ƉrŽŵŽte anĚ stuĚy CůassiĐaů >anŐuaŐes͘

Gangasagar Mela

 About Gangasagar Mela:
1. It is second largest human gathering globally, 

ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ <uŵďŚ Deůa͘
2. It is an annual event tŚat ĐŽinĐiĚes ǁitŚ DaŬar 

^anŬranƟ͘
3. /t taŬes ƉůaĐe at Sagar Island, West Bengal.
4. dŚe ƉiůŐriŵs taŬe a ĚiƉ in tŚe 'anŐa ĚurinŐ tŚe saĐreĚ 

eǀent anĚ ǀisit tŚe teŵƉůe ĚeĚiĐateĚ tŽ Kapil Muni.

Historical Roots:
1. /t Śas reĨerenĐes in /nĚian eƉiĐs ůiŬe Ramayana and 

Mahabharata.
2. /t raĐes eǆistenĐe ďaĐŬ tŽ arŽunĚ 400 BCE.

Kapil Muni: A Vedic Sage
1. &ŽunĚer ŽĨ tŚe Samkhya system ŽĨ /nĚian ƉŚiůŽsŽƉŚy͘
2. >iǀeĚ arŽunĚ tŚe 6th century C.E.

3. ,e Śas ďeen ĚesĐriďeĚ as an incarnation of Vishnu in 
the Puranas.

4. ,e is renŽǁneĚ ĨŽr teaĐŚinŐ bhakti yoga ĨŽr ůiďeraƟŽn͘ 

Sagar Island 
1. testernŵŽst isůanĚ in tŚe Ganges-Brahmaputra 

delta.
2. WŽsiƟŽneĚ at tŚe mouth of the Hugli (Hooghly) River.
3. ^eƉarateĚ ĨrŽŵ tŚe ŵainůanĚ ďy an arŵ ŽĨ tŚe ,uŐůi 

Ziǀer tŽ tŚe east͘

Benefits of National Fair Status:
1. Official Recognition: dŚe Ĩair Őains ŽĸĐiaů reĐŽŐniƟŽn 

ĨrŽŵ tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent as a siŐniĮĐant anĚ Đuůturaůůy 
iŵƉŽrtant eǀent͘

2. Government Support: dŚe Ĩair ŵay reĐeiǀe ĮnanĐiaů 
anĚ ůŽŐisƟĐaů suƉƉŽrt ĨrŽŵ tŚe ŐŽǀernŵent tŽ 
enŚanĐe its ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽn anĚ inĨrastructure.
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3. Promotion of Cultural Heritage: EaƟŽnaů &air status ŚiŐŚůiŐŚts tŚe Ĩair s͛ Đuůturaů anĚ ŚistŽriĐaů siŐniĮĐanĐe͕ 

ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ tŚe Đuůturaů ŚeritaŐe assŽĐiateĚ ǁitŚ tŚe eǀent͘
4. Tourist Attraction: dŚe ĚesiŐnaƟŽn Đan aƩraĐt ŵŽre tŽurists anĚ ǀisitŽrs͕ ďŽtŚ naƟŽnaůůy anĚ internaƟŽnaůůy͘

Some other important fairs/Melas

Mela Name Frequency/Rotation Location(s) Special Features

Kumbh Mela
�ǀery ϭ2 years͕ rŽtates 
between sites

AůůaŚaďaĚ͕ ,ariĚǁar͕  
hũũain͕ EasŚiŬ

>arŐest reůiŐiŽus ŐatŚerinŐ͖ 
rŽtates ůŽĐaƟŽns

Pushkar Mela Annual WusŚŬar͕  ZaũastŚan
>arŐest Đaŵeů anĚ ůiǀestŽĐŬ 
fair

Hemis Gompa Fair Annual
>aĚaŬŚ͕ Jaŵŵu anĚ 
<asŚŵir

CeůeďrateĚ at ,eŵis DŽn-
astery

11.   STUDY ON CHILD MARRIAGE IN INDIA: 
LANCET

 A reĐent stuĚy Žn ĐŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe in /nĚia ƉuďůisŚeĚ in 

the Lancet nŽteĚ tŚe Žǀeraůů ĚeĐrease in ĐŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe 

aĐrŽss tŚe ĐŽuntry ďut ƉŽinteĚ Žut tŚat ĨŽur ^tates͕ 

mainly Bihar (16.7%), West Bengal (15.2%), Uttar 

Pradesh (12.5%), and Maharashtra (8.2%) aĐĐŽunteĚ ĨŽr 

ŵŽre tŚan ŚaůĨ ŽĨ tŚe tŽtaů ŚeaĚĐŽunt ďurĚen ŽĨ ĐŚiůĚ 

marriages in girls.

Child Marriage

1. CŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe reĨers tŽ any formal marriage or 

informal union between a child under the age of 18 

and an adult or another child.

2. �esƉite a steaĚy ĚeĐůine in tŚis ŚarŵĨuů ƉraĐƟĐe 

Žǀer tŚe Ɖast ĚeĐaĚe͕ ĐŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe reŵains 

ǁiĚesƉreaĚ͕ ǁitŚ aƉƉrŽǆiŵateůy Žne in Įǀe Őirůs 

ŵarrieĚ in ĐŚiůĚŚŽŽĚ aĐrŽss tŚe ŐůŽďe

What are the key findings of the Lancet report?

1. India – 1 in 5 girls are sƟůů ŵarrieĚ ďeůŽǁ legal 

marriage age.

2. Skewed achievements ʹ ^Žŵe ^tates Śaǀe aĐŚieǀeĚ 

ĚraŵatiĐ ĚeĐreases ǁŚiůe ŽtŚer states ůiŬe test 

�enŐaů Śaǀe struŐŐůeĚ͘

3. West Bengal – It has the largest absolute increase 

in headcount representing an increase of 32.3% in 

headcount with over 5,00,000 more girls getting 

married as children.

4. Prevalence of Child Marriages State Wise:
^dAd� diůů zear 200ϵ Present 

Bihar 9.3% 16.7%

West Bengal 13.6% 15.2%

Uttar Pradesh 8.9% 12.5%

Impacts of Child Marriage
1. End of Childhood: CŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe is a ŐůŽďaů ƉrŽďůeŵ 

anĚ is ĐŽŵƉŽunĚeĚ ďy ƉŽǀerty͘ /t aďruƉtůy enĚs a 
ďŽy͛sͬŐirů͛s ĐŚiůĚŚŽŽĚ͕ ƉusŚinŐ tŚeŵ intŽ aĚuůtŚŽŽĚ 
ďeĨŽre tŚey are ƉŚysiĐaůůy anĚ ŵentaůůy ƉreƉareĚ͘
• CŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe ůeaĚs ĐŚiůĚŚŽŽĚ ŐrŽŽŵs tŽ ĚrŽƉ 

Žut ŽĨ sĐŚŽŽů anĚ ŽŌen seƩůe ĨŽr ůŽǁ-ƉayinŐ ũŽďs 
tŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe ĨŽr tŚeir Ĩaŵiůies͘

2. Violation of Human Rights: hniteĚ EaƟŽns CŚiůĚren͛s 
&unĚ ;hE/C�&Ϳ ĐateŐŽriǌes ĐŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe as a Śuŵan 
riŐŚts ǀiŽůaƟŽn Ěue tŽ its aĚǀerse iŵƉaĐts Žn tŚe 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent ŽĨ ďŽtŚ Őirůs anĚ ďŽys͘ 

3. Maternal and Child Health Implications: dŚe aĚǀerse 
iŵƉaĐt ŽĨ ĐŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe eǆtenĚs tŽ ŵaternaů anĚ 
ĐŚiůĚ ŚeaůtŚ͘
• CŚiůĚ ďriĚes ŽŌen ďeĐŽŵe ƉreŐnant ĚurinŐ 

aĚŽůesĐenĐe͕ ǁŚen tŚe risŬ ŽĨ ĐŽŵƉůiĐaƟŽns 
ĚurinŐ ƉreŐnanĐy anĚ ĐŚiůĚďirtŚ inĐreases͘

• dŚe ƉraĐƟĐe Đan aůsŽ isŽůate Őirůs ĨrŽŵ Ĩaŵiůy 
anĚ ĨrienĚs͕ taŬinŐ a Śeaǀy tŽůů Žn tŚeir ŵentaů 
health.

Initiatives to Tackle Child Marriage
1. WrŽŚiďiƟŽn ŽĨ CŚiůĚ DarriaŐe AĐt͕ 200ϲ ;WCDAͿ
2. �eƟ �aĐŚaŽ �eƟ WaĚŚaŽ ;���WͿ sĐŚeŵe͘
3. EaƟŽnaů CŽŵŵissiŽn ĨŽr WrŽteĐƟŽn ŽĨ CŚiůĚ ZiŐŚts 

;ECWCZͿ͘
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4. WrŽteĐƟŽn ŽĨ CŚiůĚren ĨrŽŵ ^eǆuaů KffenĐes ;WKC^KͿ

Act 2012.
5. C,/>�>/E�͘

Way Forward
1. DŽďiůiǌe political will at ďŽtŚ state anĚ naƟŽnaů 

ůeǀeůs tŽ ƉriŽriƟǌe tŚe eraĚiĐaƟŽn ŽĨ ĐŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe 
tŚrŽuŐŚ ůeŐisůaƟǀe ŵeasures͘

2. Conduct social campaigns inǀŽůǀinŐ aůů staŬeŚŽůĚers 
inĐůuĚinŐ ƉanĐŚayats͕ sĐŚŽŽůs anĚ ůŽĐaů ĐŽŵŵuniƟes 
anĚ ǁitŚŽut a ƉŽůiƟĐaů ǁiůů tŽ enĨŽrĐe tŚe eǆisƟnŐ 
ůaǁs tŚe situaƟŽn at tŚe Őrass rŽŽts ǁiůů nŽt iŵƉrŽǀe 
as raƉiĚůy as it Śas in ŽtŚer Ɖarts ŽĨ tŚe ĐŽuntry͘

3. Promote a culture of reporting and transparency by 
reŐuůarůy uƉĚaƟnŐ anĚ ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ ĚetaiůeĚ inĨŽrŵaƟŽn 
Žn ĐŚiůĚ ŵarriaŐe Đases unĚer WCDA 200ϲ͘
• &aĐiůitate a ĐŽŵƉreŚensiǀe reǀieǁ ŽĨ WCDA 200ϲ 

tŽ iĚenƟĨy ůŽŽƉŚŽůes anĚ areas ĨŽr iŵƉrŽǀeŵent 
in enforcement.

4. Empower girls with information͕ sŬiůůs͕ anĚ suƉƉŽrt 
netǁŽrŬs ĨŽr inĐreaseĚ autŽnŽŵy anĚ ĚeĐisiŽn-
ŵaŬinŐ͘

12.   WORLD’S TALLEST STATUE OF BR 
AMBEDKAR

1. /n January͕  2024 tŽrůĚ s͛ taůůest statue ŽĨ �Z AŵďeĚŬar 
‘Statue of Social justice’ ǁas unǀeiůeĚ in siũayaǁaĚa͕ 
AnĚŚra WraĚesŚ͘ 

2. It is a 206-foot Bronze Statue ŽĨ �r͘  �͘Z͘ AŵďeĚŬar 
anĚ is Žne ŽĨ tŚe tŽƉ ϱ0 taůůest statues in tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘

3. �uiůt ĨrŽŵ 400 tonnes of steel, the statue of social 
ũusƟĐe is a ĐŽŵƉůete ƉrŽũeĐt unĚer tŚe ͚DaĚe in 
/nĚia͛ iniƟaƟǀe͘

Other important Statues 
1. Statue of Unity ;^AZ�AZ sA>>A�,�,A/ WAd�>Ϳ  
2. ^tatue ŽĨ �Ƌuaůity ;,yĚeraďaĚ s͛ ^ŚaŵsŚaďaĚ͕ 

deůanŐanaͿ͗ Zaŵanuũa͘  
3. ^tatue ŽĨ ďeůieĨ ;EatŚĚǁara͕ ZaũastŚanͿ͗ >ŽrĚ ^Śiǀa͘

13.  AWARDS/PERSONALITIES
A. NATIONAL SPORTS AND ADVENTURE AWARDS 2023

1. /n January͕ 2024 WresiĚent �rŽuƉaĚi Durŵu 
ƉresenteĚ tŚe EaƟŽnaů ^ƉŽrts anĚ AĚǀenture 
AǁarĚs͕ 202ϯ͘

• dŚe aǁarĚs are given annually tŽ reĐŽŐniǌe 
anĚ reǁarĚ eǆĐeůůenĐe in sƉŽrts͕ ŚiŐŚůiŐŚt 
eǆtraŽrĚinary ƉerĨŽrŵanĐe at tŚe naƟŽnaů 
anĚ internaƟŽnaů ĐŽŵƉeƟƟǀe eǀents͕ 
enĐŽuraŐe sƉŽrtsŵansŚiƉ anĚ ƉrŽŵŽte 
naƟŽn-ďuiůĚinŐ ďy ĐreaƟnŐ a sense ŽĨ 
naƟŽnaů ƉriĚe anĚ unity in a ĐŽuntry as 
Ěiǀerse as /nĚia͘

• dŚe aǁarĚs are aĚŵinistereĚ ďy tŚe Dinistry 
ŽĨ zŽutŚ Affairs Θ ^ƉŽrts͕ 'Žǀernŵent ŽĨ 
/nĚia͘

2. dŚe 6 categories ŽĨ tŚe EaƟŽnaů ^ƉŽrts AǁarĚs 
are͗
I. DaũŽr �Śyan CŚanĚ <Śeů Zatna AǁarĚ

II. Arũuna AǁarĚ͕
III. �rŽnaĐŚarya AǁarĚ͕
IV. DaũŽr �Śyan CŚanĚ AǁarĚ͕
V. Dauůana Aďuů <aůaŵ AǌaĚ rŽůůinŐ drŽƉŚy͕  aůsŽ 

ĐaůůeĚ tŚe DA<A drŽƉŚy͕  anĚ
VI. ZasŚtriya <Śeů WrŽtsaŚan WurasŬar

 *  Since 2004, the Tenzing Norgay National 
Adventure Award has also been given out along 
with the 6 National Sports Awards.

Details of awards included in the event
I. Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award-2023

1. /nĚia s͛ ŚiŐŚest sƉŽrƟnŐ ŚŽnŽr͕  /nsƟtuteĚ in 
ϭϵϵϭʹϭϵϵ2͕ 

2. /t Śas ďeen naŵeĚ aŌer tŚe ŚŽĐŬey ůeŐenĚ DaũŽr 
�Śyan CŚanĚ ;ϭϵ0ϱʹϳϵͿ͘

3. dŚe aǁarĚ is ĐŽnĨerreĚ annuaůůy ďy tŚe Dinistry 
ŽĨ zŽutŚ Affairs anĚ ^ƉŽrts͘

4. 'iǀen ĨŽr ŽutstanĚinŐ ƉerĨŽrŵanĐes Žǀer 4 years͘
5. 2023 awardees- Asian �aĚŵintŽn 'ŽůĚ ŵeĚaůist 

pair Chirag Chandrashekhar Shetty and Satwik 
Sai Raj.

II. Arjuna Award-2023
1. 2nĚ-ŚiŐŚest sƉŽrƟnŐ ŚŽnŽur estaďůisŚeĚ in ϭϵϲϭ͘

• EŽtaďůe͕/t ǁas /nĚia s͛ ŚiŐŚest sƉŽrƟnŐ 
ŚŽnŽur ďeĨŽre tŚe <Śeů Zatna Đaŵe intŽ 
being.

2. AǁarĚeĚ ĨŽr ĐŽnsistent ŐŽŽĚ ƉerĨŽrŵanĐe Žǀer 
4 years.

3. tinners reĐeiǀe a statuette of Arjuna, a 
ĐerƟĮĐate͕ anĚ a ĐasŚ Ɖriǌe͘
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4. Some of the 2023 recipients-DŽŚaŵŵeĚ ^Śaŵi 

;ĐriĐŬetͿ͕ <risŚan �aŚaĚur WatŚaŬ ;ŚŽĐŬeyͿ͕ 
AisŚǁary WrataƉ ^inŐŚ dŽŵar ;sŚŽŽƟnŐͿ

III. Dronacharya Award-2023
1. dŚe �rŽnaĐŚarya AǁarĚ͕ insƟtuteĚ in ϭϵϴϱ͕ is 

/nĚia s͛ ŚiŐŚest sƉŽrts ŚŽnŽur ĨŽr ĐŽaĐŚes͘
2. dŚe aǁarĚ ĐŽŵƉrises ŽĨ 

a) A ďrŽnǌe statueƩe ŽĨ �rŽnaĐŚarya͕ 
b) A sĐrŽůů ŽĨ ŚŽnŽur anĚ 
c) Cash component of Rs.500,000

List of recipients

Dronacharya Award 
Regular Category

Dronacharya Award 
Lifetime Category

'anesŚ WraďŚaŬar 
�eǀruŬŚŬar ;ŵaůůaŬŚaŵďͿ

JasŬirat ^inŐŚ 'reǁaů 
;ŐŽůĨͿ

DaŚaǀeer WrasaĚ ^aini 
;Ɖara-atŚůeƟĐsͿ

�ŚasŬaran � ;ŬaďaĚĚiͿ

>aůit <uŵar ;ǁrestůinŐͿ Jayanta <uŵar WusŚiůaů 
;taďůe tennisͿ

Z� ZaŵesŚ ;ĐŚessͿ

^ŚiǀenĚra ^inŐŚ ;ŚŽĐŬeyͿ

/s͘  Major Dhyan Chand Award-2023
1. AnŽtŚer aǁarĚ naŵeĚ aŌer /nĚia s͛ ŚŽĐŬey 

ŵaŐiĐian �Śyan CŚanĚ͕ tŚe DaũŽr �Śyan CŚanĚ 
AǁarĚ reƉresents /nĚia s͛ ŚiŐŚest ŚŽnŽur ĨŽr 
ůiĨeƟŵe aĐŚieǀeŵents in sƉŽrts͘

2. 2023 recipients͗ <aǀitŚa ^eůǀaraũ ;ŬaďaĚĚiͿ͕ 
DanũusŚa <anǁar ;ďaĚŵintŽnͿ͕ sineet <uŵar 
^Śarŵa ;ŚŽĐŬeyͿ

s͘  Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Trophy-2023
1. dŚe oldest National Sports Award in /nĚia͕ tŚe 

Dauůana Aďuů <aůaŵ AǌaĚ ;MAKAͿ drŽƉŚy ǁas 
insƟtuteĚ in ϭϵϱϲʹϭϵϱϳ͘

2. dŚe ŽďũeĐƟǀe ŽĨ tŚe trŽƉŚy is tŽ ƉrŽŵŽte 
ĐŽŵƉeƟƟǀe sƉŽrts anĚ ƉŚysiĐaů Įtness aŵŽnŐst 
tŚe /nĚian ĐŽůůeŐes anĚ uniǀersiƟes͘

3. 'uru EanaŬ �eǀ hniǀersity ;'E�hͿ in Aŵritsar 
ǁŽn tŚe 202ϯ Dauůana Aďuů <aůaŵ AǌaĚ ;DA<AͿ 
drŽƉŚy ĨŽr tŚe 2ϱtŚ Ɵŵe͘
• >Žǀeůy WrŽĨessiŽnaů hniǀersity͕  Wunũaď 

;Įrst runner -uƉͿ͖ <uruŬsŚetra hniǀersity͕  
<uruŬsŚetra ;seĐŽnĚ runner-uƉͿ͘

s/͘ Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar-2023
1. AǁarĚeĚ tŽ ŽrŐanisaƟŽns Žr ĐŽrƉŽrates (both 

private and public) anĚ individuals for playing 
a rŽůe in tŚe area ŽĨ sƉŽrts ƉrŽŵŽƟŽn anĚ 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent Žǀer tŚe ůast 3 years, the Rashtriya 
<Śeů WrŽtsaŚan WurasŬar Śas ďeen a Įǆture in tŚe 
EaƟŽnaů ^ƉŽrts AǁarĚs ůist sinĐe 200ϵ͘

2. EŽŵinees are ĚeĐiĚeĚ in 4 different segments͗
a) /ĚenƟĮĐaƟŽn anĚ nurturinŐ ŽĨ ďuĚĚinŐͬ

young talent
b) Encouragement to sports through Corporate 

Social Responsibility
c) �ŵƉůŽyŵent ŽĨ sƉŽrts ƉersŽns anĚ sƉŽrts 

welfare measures
d) ^ƉŽrts ĨŽr �eǀeůŽƉŵent

3. dŚe ŽďũeĐƟǀe ŽĨ tŚe aǁarĚ is tŽ enĐŽuraŐe 
tŚe inǀŽůǀeŵent ŽĨ ĐŽrƉŽrates͕ ǀŽůuntary 
ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns etĐ͕͘ in tŚe ƉrŽŵŽƟŽn anĚ 
ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent ŽĨ sƉŽrts in tŚe ĐŽuntry͘

4. 2023 recipients͗ Jain �eeŵeĚ tŽ ďe hniǀersity͕  
�enŐaůuru͕ KĚisŚa DininŐ CŽrƉŽrate >iŵiteĚ

* Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Awards-2022
1. /nsƟtuteĚ in ϭϵϵϯ-ϭϵϵ4͕ tŚe National Adventure 

Awards nŽǁ ŬnŽǁn as tŚe Tenzing Norgay 
National Adventure Award ǁas ƉresenteĚ ĨŽr 
tŚe year ϭϵϵ4 in ϭϵϵϱ͘

2. AǁarĚ is Őiǀen in 4 categories naŵeůy͗
a) >anĚ AĚǀenture͕ 
b) tater ;^eaͿ AĚǀenture͕ 
c) Air AĚǀenture͕ anĚ 
d) >iĨe diŵe AĐŚieǀeŵent ĨŽr aĚǀenture 

aĐƟǀiƟes Žn >anĚ͕ ^ea͕ anĚ Air͘
3. AǁarĚ inĐůuĚes statueƩes͕ ĐerƟĮĐates anĚ aǁarĚ 

ŵŽney ŽĨ Zs͘ ϭϱ ůaŬŚ͘
4. 2023 recipients͗ >ate Ds͘ ^aǀita <ansǁaů ;ůanĚͿ͕ 

^Śri duůsi CŚaitanya DŽtŚuŬuri;ǁaterͿ͕ ^Śri 
AnsŚu <uŵar diǁari ;airͿ

B. PRADHANMANTRI RASHTRIYA BAL PURUSKAAR
1. /n January͕  2024 tŚe WresiĚent ŽĨ /nĚia͕ ̂ ŵt͘ �rŽuƉaĚi 

Durŵu ĐŽnĨerreĚ tŚe ‘Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya 
Bal Puraskar’ (PMRBP)͕ insƟtuteĚ ďy tŚe Dinistry ŽĨ 
tŽŵen anĚ CŚiůĚ �eǀeůŽƉŵent͕ tŽ ϭϵ ĐŚiůĚren͘
• �ǀery year͕  tŚe 'Žǀernŵent ŽĨ /nĚia 

aĐŬnŽǁůeĚŐes tŚe eǆĐeƉƟŽnaů aĐŚieǀeŵents 
ŽĨ ĐŚiůĚren in tŚe aŐe ŐrŽuƉ ŽĨ ϱ tŽ ϭϴ years ďy 
ĐŽnĨerrinŐ tŚe WDZ�W͘
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• �aĐŚ aǁarĚee reĐeiǀeĚ a ŵeĚaů anĚ a ĐerƟĮĐate 

ĨrŽŵ tŚe WresiĚent͘
2. dŚis year s͛ aǁarĚees inĐůuĚe͗ -

a. 1 ĐŚiůĚ eaĐŚ in tŚe ĐateŐŽries ŽĨ �raǀery͕  ^ĐienĐe 
Θ deĐŚnŽůŽŐy anĚ /nnŽǀaƟŽn͕

b. 4 in tŚe ĐateŐŽry ŽĨ ^ŽĐiaů ^erǀiĐe͕
c. 5 in tŚe ĐateŐŽry ŽĨ ^ƉŽrts͕ anĚ
d. 7 in tŚe ĐateŐŽry ŽĨ Art Θ Cuůture

3. AůsŽ͕ ArƟĮĐiaů /nteůůiŐenĐe ;A/Ϳ useĚ ĨŽr tŚe ϭst Ɵŵe in 
a naƟŽnaů ůeǀeů aǁarĚ tŽ searĐŚ ĨŽr Ĩeats ŽĨ eǆĐeůůenĐe

Background of Child Welfare Awards
1. Previous Child Welfare Awards͗ dŚe 'Žǀernŵent Śas 

a ŚistŽry ŽĨ ĐŽnĨerrinŐ aǁarĚs ĨŽr ĐŚiůĚ ǁeůĨare ǁŚiĐŚ 
inĐůuĚeĚ
a. EaƟŽnaů CŚiůĚ AǁarĚ ĨŽr �ǆĐeƉƟŽnaů 

AĐŚieǀeŵents - sinĐe ϭϵϵϲ 
b. EaƟŽnaů CŚiůĚ teůĨare AǁarĚ;/nĚiǀiĚuaůͿ - sinĐe 

ϭϵϳϵ
c. EaƟŽnaů CŚiůĚ teůĨare AǁarĚ;/nsƟtuƟŽnͿ - sinĐe 

ϭϵϳϵ
d.  Zaũiǀ 'anĚŚi Danaǀ ^eǁa AǁarĚ - sinĐe ϭϵϵ4

2. Introduction of PMRBP: /n 20ϭϳ-ϭϴ͕ tŚe aǁarĚs 
ǁere restruĐtureĚ anĚ intrŽĚuĐeĚ unĚer tŚe 
naŵe ͞WraĚŚan Dantri ZasŚtriya �aů WurasŬar͕͟ 
ĐŽnsŽůiĚaƟnŐ aǁarĚs in tǁŽ ĐateŐŽries Őiǀen ďeůŽǁ͗

Award Category Criteria Recognition Components

1. Bal Shakti Puraskar 
;�arůier EaƟŽnaů CŚiůĚ 
AǁarĚͿ

ZeĐŽŐniƟŽn ĨŽr eǆĐeƉƟŽnaů aďiůiƟes anĚ 
ŽutstanĚinŐ aĐŚieǀeŵents in ǀariŽus ĮeůĚs suĐŚ as 
innŽǀaƟŽn͕ sĐŚŽůasƟĐ aĐŚieǀeŵents͕ sƉŽrts͕ arts Θ 
Đuůture͕ sŽĐiaů serǀiĐe͕ anĚ ďraǀery͘

DeĚaů͕ CasŚ Ɖriǌe ŽĨ Zs͘ 
ϭ͕00͕000ͬ-͕ �ŽŽŬ ǀŽuĐŚers 
ǁŽrtŚ Zs͘ ϭ0͕000ͬ-͕CerƟĮĐate͕ - 
CitaƟŽn

2. 
(i) Bal Kalyan Puraskar 
;�arůier EaƟŽnaů CŚiůĚ 
teůĨare AǁarĚͿ - Individual 
Awards

'iǀen tŽ inĚiǀiĚuaůs ĐŽntriďuƟnŐ siŐniĮĐantůy tŽ 
ĐŚiůĚ ĚeǀeůŽƉŵent͕ ĐŚiůĚ ƉrŽteĐƟŽn͕ anĚ ĐŚiůĚ 
ǁeůĨare ĨŽr a ŵiniŵuŵ ŽĨ ϳ years͕ ƉŽsiƟǀeůy 
iŵƉaĐƟnŐ ĐŚiůĚren s͛ ůiǀes͘

CasŚ Ɖriǌe ŽĨ Zs͘ ϭ͕00͕000͕ 
CitaƟŽn͕ CerƟĮĐate

(ii)  Bal Kalyan Puraskar 
;�arůier EaƟŽnaů CŚiůĚ 
teůĨare AǁarĚͿ - 
Institutional Awards

AǁarĚeĚ tŽ insƟtuƟŽns ĚeŵŽnstraƟnŐ eǆĐeƉƟŽnaů 
ǁŽrŬ ĨŽr tŚe ǁeůĨare ŽĨ ĐŚiůĚren in any ĮeůĚ͘

Wriǌe ŽĨ Zs͘ ϱ͕00͕000ͬ-͕ CitaƟŽn͕ 
CerƟĮĐate

C. JEEVAN RAKSHA PADAK SERIES OF AWARDS
1. /n January͕ 2024 dŚe WresiĚent ŽĨ /nĚia Śas 

aƉƉrŽǀeĚ tŚe ĐŽnĨerŵent ŽĨ Jeevan Raksha 
Padak Series of Awards-2023 on 31 persons.

2. dŚis series ŽĨ aǁarĚs are Őiǀen tŽ a ƉersŽn ĨŽr 
ŵeritŽriŽus aĐt ŽĨ Śuŵan nature in saǀinŐ tŚe ůiĨe 
of a person.

3. dŚe aǁarĚ is Őiǀen in 3 categories͗ 
I. ^arǀŽƩaŵ Jeeǀan ZaŬsŚa WaĚaŬ

II. hƩaŵ Jeeǀan ZaŬsŚa WaĚaŬ 
III. anĚ Jeeǀan ZaŬsŚa WaĚaŬ͘

4. WersŽns ŽĨ aůů ǁaůŬs ŽĨ ůiĨe are eůiŐiďůe ĨŽr tŚese 
aǁarĚs͘ dŚe aǁarĚ Đan aůsŽ ďe ĐŽnĨerreĚ 
posthumously.

D. OLDEST TENNIS PLAYER TO ACHIEVE THE WORLD 
NO. 1 RANKING: ROHAN BOPANNA 

1. ZŽŚan �ŽƉanna͕ at tŚe aŐe ŽĨ 4ϯ anĚ ϯϯ0 Ěays͕ Śas 
ďeĐŽŵe tŚe ŽůĚest Ɖůayer tŽ Őet tŚe EŽ ϭ ŵen s͛ 

ĚŽuďůes ranŬinŐ ǁitŚ ǀiĐtŽry in tŚe Austraůian KƉen 
Ƌuarter-Įnaůs͘

2. ,e Śas two Grand Slam titles anĚ Įǀe AdW Dasters 
ϭ000 Ɵtůes in Śis ůŽnŐ Đareer͘

3. ,e Śas aůsŽ reƉresenteĚ /nĚia at tŚe 2012 and 2016 
editions of the Olympics.

4. �ŽƉanna is tŚe 4tŚ /nĚian aŌer >eanĚer Waes͕ DaŚesŚ 
�ŚuƉatŚi anĚ ^ania Dirǌa tŽ taŬe tŚe ǁŽrůĚ nuŵďer 
ϭ ranŬ in ĚŽuďůes͘ Aůů 4 are aůsŽ tŚe Žnůy /nĚian 'ranĚ 
Slam winners.

Previous Record
1. dŚe ƉreǀiŽus ŽůĚest ŵen s͛ ĚŽuďůes EŽ͘ ϭ ǁas Mike 

Bryan at 41 years anĚ ϳϲ Ěays in 20ϭϵ͘
2. Lisa Raymond ŚŽůĚs tŚe reĐŽrĚ as tŚe ŽůĚest ǁŽŵen s͛ 

ĚŽuďůes EŽ͘ ϭ at ϯϵ in 20ϭ2͘
3. �ŽƉanna anĚ �ďĚen sŚare eƋuaů ranŬinŐ ƉŽints͕ ďut 

�ŽƉanna ǁiůů ďe ranŬeĚ Įrst Ěue tŽ Ĩeǁer tŽurnaŵents 
ƉůayeĚ ďy �ďĚen͘
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14.   US EXECUTES WITH NITROGEN GAS FOR THE 1st TIME
1. Aůaďaŵa eǆeĐutes a ƉersŽn ǁitŚ nitrŽŐen Őas͕ sƟrrinŐ ĐŽntrŽǀersy Žǀer tŚe use ŽĨ neǁ ŵetŚŽĚs ĨŽr tŚe ĚeatŚ 

penalty.
2. dŚe hE Śuŵan riŐŚts ĐŚieĨ is ǁŽrrieĚ aďŽut ŚŽǁ eǆeĐuƟŽns are ĚŽne͕ anĚ tŚis Śas ůeĚ tŽ ĚisĐussiŽns aďŽut ǁŚetŚer 

ǁe sŚŽuůĚ ŬeeƉ usinŐ tŚe ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty͘
3. CaƉitaů ƉunisŚŵent͕ aůsŽ ŬnŽǁn as tŚe ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty͕  is an insƟtuƟŽnaůiǌeĚ ĨŽrŵ ŽĨ ƉunisŚŵent ǁŚerein inĚiǀiĚuaůs 

are intenƟŽnaůůy eǆeĐuteĚ ĨŽr tŚeir aůůeŐeĚ ŵisĐŽnĚuĐt͘

Arguments in Support of Capital Punishment Arguments against (Ethical Concerns)

1. Deterrence Effect͗ AĚǀŽĐates arŐue tŚat tŚe Ĩear ŽĨ 
ĨaĐinŐ tŚe uůƟŵate ƉunisŚŵent ŵay Ěeter inĚiǀiĚuaůs 
ĨrŽŵ ĐŽŵŵiƫnŐ ŚeinŽus Đriŵes͘

1. Limited Deterrence: ^Žŵe ĐriƟĐs arŐue tŚat tŚere s͛ nŽt 
enŽuŐŚ ƉrŽŽĨ tŚat tŚe ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty effeĐƟǀeůy Ɖreǀents 
Đriŵe͕ ǁitŚ sŽŵe stuĚies sŚŽǁinŐ ŵiniŵaů iŵƉaĐt͘

2. Retributive Justice: ^Žŵe ǀieǁ tŚe ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty as a 
ũust resƉŽnse tŽ Đertain Đriŵes͕ ďeůieǀinŐ tŚat it serǀes as 
a ĮƫnŐ ĐŽnseƋuenĐe͘

2. Risk of Injustice: KƉƉŽnents arŐue tŚat retriďuƟǀe 
ũusƟĐe ƉŽses a siŐniĮĐant risŬ ŽĨ eǆeĐuƟnŐ innŽĐent 
inĚiǀiĚuaůs͕ ůeaĚinŐ tŽ a Őraǀe ŵisĐarriaŐe ŽĨ ũusƟĐe͘

3. A Moral Imperative: ^uƉƉŽrters ĐŽntenĚ tŚat ĐaƉitaů 
ƉunisŚŵent ƉrŽǀiĚes a sense ŽĨ ĐůŽsure anĚ saƟsĨaĐƟŽn 
tŽ ǀiĐƟŵs anĚ tŚeir Ĩaŵiůies͘

3. Emotional Toll: CriƟĐs arŐue tŚat eǆeĐuƟŽns Đan inŇiĐt 
seǀere eŵŽƟŽnaů trauŵa͕ ƉerƉetuaƟnŐ sufferinŐ ratŚer 
tŚan ƉrŽǀiĚinŐ ĐůŽsure͘

4. Public Safety: Supporters claim that capital punishment 
ĐŽntriďutes tŽ ƉuďůiĐ saĨety ďy Ɖerŵanentůy reŵŽǀinŐ 
ĚanŐerŽus inĚiǀiĚuaůs ĨrŽŵ sŽĐiety͘

4. Alternatives to Isolation: Opponents suggest life 
iŵƉrisŽnŵent aĐŚieǀes ƉuďůiĐ saĨety ǁitŚŽut tŚe 
irreǀersiďůe nature ŽĨ ĐaƉitaů ƉunisŚŵent͘

5. Legal Precedent: AĚǀŽĐates suŐŐest tŚat tŚe ĚeatŚ 
Ɖenaůty sets a ůeŐaů ƉreĐeĚent eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ tŚe seriŽusness 
ŽĨ Đertain Đriŵes͕ ƉŽtenƟaůůy ĚeterrinŐ ŽtŚers͘

5. Arbitrary Application: CriƟĐs arŐue tŚe ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty 
is ŽŌen arďitrariůy aƉƉůieĚ͕ inŇuenĐeĚ ďy ĨaĐtŽrs ůiŬe raĐe 
anĚ sŽĐiŽeĐŽnŽŵiĐ status͕ unĚerŵininŐ tŚe nŽƟŽn ŽĨ 
ĐŽnsistent ůeŐaů ƉreĐeĚent͘

Capital Punishment in India
1. Constitutional Validity Affirmed:

aͿ EŽtaďůe Đases inĐůuĚe JaŐŵŽŚan ̂ inŐŚ ǀs ̂ tate ŽĨ 
hƩar WraĚesŚ ;ϭϵϳϯͿ͕ ZaũenĚra WrasaĚ ǀs ^tate ŽĨ 
hƩar WraĚesŚ ;ϭϵϳϵͿ͕ anĚ �aĐŚan ^inŐŚ ǀs ^tate 
ŽĨ Wunũaď ;ϭϵϴ0Ϳ͘

ďͿ dŚe ^uƉreŵe CŽurt aĸrŵeĚ tŚe ĐŽnsƟtuƟŽnaů 
ǀaůiĚity ŽĨ tŚe ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty in tŚese Đases͘

2. Doctrine of Rarest of Rare:
aͿ dŚe �aĐŚan ^inŐŚ Case estaďůisŚeĚ tŚe �ŽĐtrine 

of Rarest of Rare.
ďͿ dŚis ĚŽĐtrine ŚeůƉs in ĚeterŵininŐ ǁŚen tŚe 

ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty is an aƉƉrŽƉriate ƉunisŚŵent 
ďaseĚ Žn tŚe eǆĐeƉƟŽnaů nature ŽĨ tŚe Đriŵe͘

3. Law Commission Recommendation (2015):
aͿ /n its 2ϲ2nĚ ZeƉŽrt in AuŐust 20ϭϱ͕ tŚe >aǁ 

CŽŵŵissiŽn ŽĨ /nĚia suŐŐesteĚ tŚe aďŽůiƟŽn ŽĨ 
tŚe ĚeatŚ Ɖenaůty ĨŽr aůů Đriŵes eǆĐeƉt tŚŽse 
reůateĚ tŽ terrŽrisŵ anĚ ǁaŐinŐ ǁar͘

ďͿ dŚis reĐŽŵŵenĚaƟŽn sƉarŬeĚ ĚisĐussiŽns aďŽut 
tŚe sĐŽƉe anĚ aƉƉůiĐaƟŽn ŽĨ ĐaƉitaů ƉunisŚŵent 
in /nĚia͘

Nitrogen Overview:

1. Element Position: ϳtŚ in ƉeriŽĚiĐ taďůe͕ ďetǁeen 
ĐarďŽn anĚ ŽǆyŐen͘

2. Biological Importance: CruĐiaů ĨŽr aŵinŽ aĐiĚs͕ �EA͕ 
anĚ aůů ůiǀinŐ Ɵssues͘

3. Atmospheric Presence: ϴ0й ŽĨ �artŚ s͛ atŵŽsƉŚere is 
nitrogen gas.

4. Physical Properties: CŽůŽrůess͕ ŽĚŽrůess͕ ĚiatŽŵiĐ 
non-metal gas.

Nitrogen Uses:

1. Industrial Applications: hseĚ in aŵŵŽnia͕ ĨerƟůiǌer͕  
anĚ nitriĐ aĐiĚ ƉrŽĚuĐƟŽn͘

2. Explosives: <ey ĐŽŵƉŽnent in eǆƉůŽsiǀes ůiŬe 
nitroglycerin.

3. Refrigeration: >iƋuiĚ nitrŽŐen ĨŽr transƉŽrt anĚ 
ĨreeǌinŐ͘

4. Biological Preservation: hseĚ in ƉreserǀinŐ ďŽĚies 
anĚ ďiŽůŽŐiĐaů saŵƉůes͘
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1.  TEACHINGS OF BUDDHA
 Recently, the Vice President of India eŵƉŚasiǌeĚ 
tŚe siŐniĮĐanĐe ŽĨ �uĚĚŚa s͛ teaĐŚinŐs ĚurinŐ Śis sƉeeĐŚ 
at the 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist 
Conference for Peace (ABCP).

What are the Important Teachings of Buddha?
1. The Four Noble Truths: dŚe &Žur EŽďůe drutŚs are 

tŚe Đentraů teaĐŚinŐ in �uĚĚŚisŵ ǁŚiĐŚ eǆƉůains tŚe 
ĨunĚaŵentaů nature ŽĨ Žur eǆistenĐe anĚ tŚe ƉatŚ tŽ 
ůiďeraƟŽn͘ /t inĐůuĚes͗
a. Dukkha (Suffering):  >iĨe /nǀŽůǀes ^ufferinŐ͘ /t Śas 

its uƉs anĚ ĚŽǁns͕ anĚ ǁe aůů eǆƉerienĐe Ɖain͕ 
ĚissaƟsĨaĐƟŽn͕ anĚ ĐŚaůůenŐes ĨrŽŵ tŚinŐs ůiŬe 
ďirtŚ͕ aŐeinŐ͕ iůůness͕ ĚeatŚ͕ etĐ͘

b. Samudaya (Cause of Suffering): dŚe rŽŽt Đause ŽĨ 
Žur sufferinŐ is ŽŌen Žur Ěesires anĚ aƩaĐŚŵents 
ǁŚiĐŚ are neǀer saƟsĮeĚ anĚ aůǁays ĐŚanŐinŐ͘

c. Nirodha (Cessation of Suffering): dŚere s͛ a ǁay 
tŽ stŽƉ sufferinŐ ďy ůeƫnŐ ŐŽ ŽĨ tŚŽse Ěesires 
anĚ aƩaĐŚŵents ůeaĚinŐ tŽ inner ƉeaĐe anĚ 
ĨreeĚŽŵ͘

d. Magga (Path to the Cessation of Suffering): 
�uĚĚŚa suŐŐesteĚ tŚe EŽďůe �iŐŚƞŽůĚ WatŚ as a 
ŐuiĚe tŽ ůiǀinŐ a ďaůanĐeĚ ůiĨe͘

2. The Noble Eightfold Path: /t is a ĨunĚaŵentaů teaĐŚinŐ 
in �uĚĚŚisŵ͕ ƉresenƟnŐ a ƉraĐƟĐaů ŐuiĚe tŽ ůiǀinŐ a 
ǁŚŽůesŽŵe anĚ ĨuůĮůůinŐ ůiĨe͘ /t inĐůuĚes͗
a. Right Understanding: hnĚerstanĚ tŚat ůiĨe Śas 

ĐŚaůůenŐes͕ anĚ ůearn aďŽut ŚŽǁ tŽ Ěeaů ǁitŚ 
them.

b. Right Intention: ,aǀe ŐŽŽĚ intenƟŽns͕ ůiŬe 
ŬinĚness anĚ ĐŽŵƉassiŽn͕ anĚ aǀŽiĚ ŚarŵĨuů 
thoughts.

c. Right Speech: ^ƉeaŬ trutŚĨuůůy anĚ ŬinĚůy͕  anĚ 
aǀŽiĚ ŐŽssiƉinŐ Žr sayinŐ tŚinŐs tŚat Śurt ŽtŚers͘

d. Right Action: AĐt in ǁays tŚat are ŐŽŽĚ anĚ aǀŽiĚ 
ŚarŵĨuů ďeŚaǀiŽurs͘

H.  Ethics
e. Right Livelihood: CŚŽŽse a ũŽď tŚat ĚŽesn͛t Śarŵ 

ŽtŚers Žr tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘
f. Right Effort: DaŬe an effŽrt tŽ ďe a ďeƩer ƉersŽn 

anĚ ůet ŐŽ ŽĨ unŚeůƉĨuů Śaďits͘
g. Right Mindfulness: Way aƩenƟŽn tŽ tŚe Ɖresent 

ŵŽŵent ǁitŚŽut ũuĚŐinŐ͘
h. Right Concentration: WraĐƟĐe ŵeĚitaƟŽn tŽ 

ĚeǀeůŽƉ a ĨŽĐuseĚ anĚ Đůear ŵinĚ͘
3. The Middle Path: /t teaĐŚes ďaůanĐe anĚ ŵŽĚeraƟŽn 

in ůiĨe͕ aǀŽiĚinŐ eǆtreŵes͘
a. Avoiding Excess: dŚis ŵeans nŽt ŽǀerinĚuůŐinŐ 

in Ɖůeasures Žr Ěesires͕ ůiŬe ŽǀereaƟnŐ Žr ĐŚasinŐ 
aŌer eǆĐessiǀe ŵateriaů ǁeaůtŚ anĚ ůuǆury͘

b. Avoiding Self-Denial: /t aůsŽ ŵeans nŽt ĚeƉriǀinŐ 
ŽneseůĨ eǆĐessiǀeůy͕  ůiŬe tŚrŽuŐŚ eǆtreŵe ĨasƟnŐ 
Žr ŚarsŚ asĐeƟĐ ƉraĐƟĐes͘

4. dŚe five conducts tŚat are ǀery iŵƉŽrtant ĨŽr a 
�uĚĚŚist ŵŽnŬ inĐůuĚe͗
a. EŽn siŽůenĐe
b. AǀŽiĚ ^teaůinŐ
c. AǀŽiĚ ^eǆuaů DisĐŽnĚuĐt
Ě͘ AǀŽiĚ &aůse ^ƉeeĐŚ
e. AǀŽiĚ /ntŽǆiĐaƟŽn

Contemporary Relevance of Buddha’s Teachings:
1. Mindfulness͗ dŚe ƉraĐƟĐe ŽĨ ďeinŐ Ɖresent in tŚe 

ŵŽŵent Đan ŚeůƉ reĚuĐe stress anĚ iŵƉrŽǀe ŵentaů 
ǁeůů-ďeinŐ͘ &Žr eǆaŵƉůe͕ taŬinŐ a Ĩeǁ ŵŽŵents tŽ 
ĨŽĐus Žn yŽur ďreatŚ ĚurinŐ a ďusy Ěay Đan ďrinŐ a 
sense ŽĨ Đaůŵ anĚ Đůarity͘

2. Non-attachment to Material Possessions͗ >eƫnŐ 
ŐŽ ŽĨ eǆĐessiǀe aƩaĐŚŵent tŽ ŵateriaů ƉŽssessiŽns 
Žr ŽutĐŽŵes Đan ůeaĚ tŽ Őreater ĐŽntentŵent anĚ 
ĨreeĚŽŵ͘ &Žr instanĐe͕ reaůiǌinŐ tŚat ŚaƉƉiness 
ĚŽesn͛t sŽůeůy ĚeƉenĚ Žn ŚaǀinŐ tŚe ůatest ŐaĚŐets 
Žr a ŚiŐŚ-ƉayinŐ ũŽď Đan ůeaĚ tŽ a ŵŽre ĨuůĮůůinŐ ůiĨe͘

3. Environmental Awareness͗ �uĚĚŚa s͛ teaĐŚinŐs 
aĚǀŽĐate ĨŽr resƉeĐt anĚ Đare ĨŽr tŚe enǀirŽnŵent͘ 
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WraĐƟĐes ůiŬe reĚuĐinŐ ǁaste͕ ĐŽnserǀinŐ resŽurĐes͕ 
anĚ suƉƉŽrƟnŐ eĐŽ-ĨrienĚůy iniƟaƟǀes aůiŐn ǁitŚ 
these teachings.

4. Inter-Faith Harmony͗ /nsteaĚ ŽĨ ĨŽĐusinŐ Žn reůiŐiŽus 
ĚifferenĐes͕ ǁe Đan Đeůeďrate Žur sŚareĚ ǀaůues͕ ůiŬe 
ŽrŐaniǌinŐ ĐŽŵŵunity eǀents tŚat ďrinŐ ƉeŽƉůe ŽĨ 
Ěifferent ĨaitŚs tŽŐetŚer tŽ ǀŽůunteer ĨŽr a ĐŽŵŵŽn 
cause.

5. Peaceful Conflict Resolution͗ ZatŚer tŚan resŽrƟnŐ 
tŽ ǀiŽůenĐe͕ ǁe Đan resŽůǀe ĚisaŐreeŵents tŚrŽuŐŚ 
ŽƉen ĐŽŵŵuniĐaƟŽn anĚ neŐŽƟaƟŽn͕ ůiŬe ĚisĐussinŐ 
ĐŽnĐerns ǁitŚ a ĨrienĚ Đaůŵůy insteaĚ ŽĨ arŐuinŐ Žr 
ĮŐŚƟnŐ͘

6. Social Justice and Equality͗ �uĚĚŚa s͛ teaĐŚinŐs 
ƉrŽŵŽte sŽĐiaů ũusƟĐe anĚ eƋuaůity ďy eŵƉŚasiǌinŐ tŚe 
inŚerent ĚiŐnity anĚ ǁŽrtŚ ŽĨ aůů ďeinŐs͘ ^uƉƉŽrƟnŐ 
ŵarŐinaůiǌeĚ ĐŽŵŵuniƟes anĚ aĚǀŽĐaƟnŐ ĨŽr eƋuaů 
rights aligns with these principles.

7. Ethical Guide for Technological Advances͗ CŽnsiĚerinŐ 
tŚe etŚiĐaů iŵƉůiĐaƟŽns ŽĨ neǁ teĐŚnŽůŽŐies͕ suĐŚ as 
ensurinŐ ƉriǀaĐy anĚ Ĩairness in ArƟĮĐiaů /nteůůiŐenĐe 
systeŵs͕ ůiŬe aĚǀŽĐaƟnŐ ĨŽr ůaǁs tŚat ƉrŽteĐt ƉeŽƉůe s͛ 
ĚiŐitaů riŐŚts anĚ Ěata ƉriǀaĐy͘

Conclusion:
 �uĚĚŚa s͛ teaĐŚinŐs reŵain reůeǀant tŽĚay͕  ŽfferinŐ 
timeless wisdom ĨŽr ƉrŽŵŽƟnŐ ƉeaĐe͕ ĐŽŵƉassiŽn anĚ 
etŚiĐaů ůiǀinŐ in a ĐŽŵƉůeǆ anĚ interĐŽnneĐteĚ ǁŽrůĚ͘

2.  GOOD SAMARITANS
 �eůŚi ,iŐŚ CŽurt stateĚ tŚat inĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁŚŽ ŚeůƉ an 
unŬnŽǁn inũureĚ ƉersŽn Žn a ƉuďůiĐ rŽaĚ sŚŽuůĚ nŽt ĨaĐe 
Śarassŵent͘ dŚis is a Đase ŽĨ 'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritan͘

What is a Good Samaritan?
1. A 'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritan is a ƉersŽn ǁŚŽ seůŇessůy ŚeůƉs 

ŽtŚers in neeĚ͕ ŽŌen in eŵerŐenĐies Žr Ɵŵes ŽĨ 
Ěistress͕ ǁitŚŽut eǆƉeĐƟnŐ anytŚinŐ in return͘

2. dŚe terŵ ŽriŐinates ĨrŽŵ tŚe stŽry ŽĨ 'ŽŽĚ ̂ aŵaritan 
in tŚe �iďůe͘

Stakeholders Involved:
1. Person in Need (Victim): dŚey ǁant ŚeůƉ anĚ Đare tŽ 

Ĩeeů ďeƩer͘

2. Helper (Good Samaritan): dŚey ǁant tŽ assist anĚ ďe 
ŬinĚ͘

3. Authorities: dŚey ǁant tŽ ensure eǀerytŚinŐ is 
ŚanĚůeĚ ĐŽrreĐtůy anĚ eǀeryŽne is saĨe͘

4. Community: People want to encourage helping each 
ŽtŚer anĚ ensure eǀeryŽne Ĩeeůs saĨe ĚŽinŐ sŽ͘

5. Medical Personnel: /Ĩ tŚe ƉersŽn neeĚs ŵeĚiĐaů ŚeůƉ͕ 
ĚŽĐtŽrs anĚ nurses ǁant tŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe Đare͘

6. Legal System: dŚey ǁant tŽ ŵaŬe sure eǀerytŚinŐ is 
Ĩair anĚ ĨŽůůŽǁs tŚe ruůes͘

What Factors Prevent People from Acting Like the 
Good Samaritan?
1. Fear of Legal Consequences: Someone might hesitate 

tŽ ŚeůƉ a Ĩaůůen ƉersŽn Žn tŚe rŽaĚ Ěue tŽ ǁŽrries 
aďŽut ďeinŐ sueĚ iĨ tŚey inũure tŚe ƉersŽn ĨurtŚer 
while trying to assist.

2. Bystander Effect: /n a ĐrŽǁĚeĚ area͕ seǀeraů ƉeŽƉůe 
ǁitness a Đar aĐĐiĚent ďut nŽďŽĚy Đaůůs eŵerŐenĐy 
serǀiĐes ďeĐause eaĐŚ assuŵes sŽŵeŽne eůse ǁiůů ĚŽ 
it.

3. Mistrust or Indifference: A ƉersŽn ŵiŐŚt ǁaůŬ Ɖast 
a ŚŽŵeůess inĚiǀiĚuaů in neeĚ ŽĨ ŵeĚiĐaů aƩenƟŽn 
ďeĐause tŚey ĚŽn͛t trust tŚeŵ Žr Ĩeeů inĚifferent tŽ 
tŚeir situaƟŽn͘

4. Cultural and Social Barriers: A person might ignore 
a ĚistresseĚ inĚiǀiĚuaů Žn tŚe street ďeĐause tŚey 
ĐŽŵe ĨrŽŵ a Đuůture ǁŚere it s͛ ĐŽnsiĚereĚ ruĚe tŽ 
interǀene in stranŐers͛ affairs͘

5. Lack of Training or Confidence: An inĚiǀiĚuaů ŵiŐŚt 
refrain from performing CPR on a stranger who has 
ĐŽůůaƉseĚ ďeĐause tŚey ĚŽn͛t Ĩeeů ĐŽnĮĚent in tŚeir 
aďiůity tŽ ĚŽ it ĐŽrreĐtůy͘ CWZ ;CarĚiŽƉuůŵŽnary 
resusĐitaƟŽnͿ is an eŵerŐenĐy ƉrŽĐeĚure tŚat 
inǀŽůǀes ĐŚest ĐŽŵƉressiŽns anĚ resĐue ďreatŚs͘ 

6. Personal Safety Concerns: ^ŽŵeŽne ŵiŐŚt aǀŽiĚ 
ďreaŬinŐ uƉ a ĮŐŚt ďetǁeen stranŐers Žut ŽĨ Ĩear ŽĨ 
ďeinŐ ŚarŵeĚ tŚeŵseůǀes͘

What is the Legal Provision in India for Good 
Samaritans?
1. Kn tŚe ĚireĐƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe ^uƉreŵe CŽurt͕ tŚe Ministry 

of Road Transport and Highways  issueĚ tŚe ĨŽůůŽǁinŐ 
guidelines͗
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a. 'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritans Đan taŬe an inũureĚ ƉersŽn 

tŽ tŚe nearest ŚŽsƉitaů anĚ ůeaǀe iŵŵeĚiateůy 
without any liability.

b. dŚey ǁŽn͛t ďe ŚeůĚ resƉŽnsiďůe ĨŽr any Điǀiů Žr 
criminal charges.

c. ,ŽsƉitaůs ŵust ƉuďůiĐůy annŽunĐe tŚat tŚey 
ǁŽn͛t Ěetain ^aŵaritans Žr ĚeŵanĚ ŵŽney ĨŽr 
treatment.

Ě͘ WuďůiĐ ŽĸĐiaůs ǁŚŽ ĨŽrĐe 'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritans 
tŽ ĚisĐůŽse ƉersŽnaů inĨŽrŵaƟŽn ǁiůů ĨaĐe 
consequences.

2. In 2016, the Supreme Court ŵaĚe tŚese ŐuiĚeůines 
obligatory ĨŽr aůů states anĚ hniŽn derritŽries͘ 

3. AĚĚiƟŽnaůůy͕  Section 134A ǁas aĚĚeĚ tŽ tŚe Motor 
Vehicles (Amendment) Act of 2019 tŽ saĨeŐuarĚ 
'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritans͘

How the culture of Good Samaritan be 
promoted in India? 
1. Social Media Influence: hsinŐ ƉůaƞŽrŵs ůiŬe 

&aĐeďŽŽŬ͕ dǁiƩer͕  anĚ /nstaŐraŵ tŽ sŚare uƉůiŌinŐ 
stŽries ŽĨ 'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritan aĐts͘ &Žr eǆaŵƉůe͕ ĐreaƟnŐ 
ŚasŚtaŐs ůiŬe η'ŽŽĚ^aŵaritan^tŽries͘

2. Corporate and Institutional Support: Encouraging 
businesses to implement policies that support 
eŵƉůŽyee ǀŽůunteerisŵ anĚ ĐŽŵŵunity serǀiĐe͘ &Žr 
instanĐe͕ ŽfferinŐ ƉaiĚ ǀŽůunteer Ěays Žr ŵatĐŚinŐ 
ĚŽnaƟŽns tŽ ĐŚaritaďůe ŽrŐaniǌaƟŽns͘

3. Reward and Recognition: CreaƟnŐ aǁarĚs Žr 
ĐerƟĮĐates tŽ ŚŽnŽur inĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁŚŽ ĚeŵŽnstrate 
eǆeŵƉůary aĐts ŽĨ ŬinĚness͘ &Žr eǆaŵƉůe͕ reĐŽŐniǌinŐ 
a ĐiƟǌen ǁŚŽ ŚeůƉeĚ resĐue ƉeŽƉůe ĨrŽŵ a ďurninŐ 
ďuiůĚinŐ Žr saǀeĚ a ĚrŽǁninŐ ĐŚiůĚ͘

4. Law Reforms: /ŵƉůeŵenƟnŐ striĐter ƉrŽǀisiŽns in 
tŚe DŽtŽr seŚiĐůes AĐt ŽĨ ϭϵϴϴ͕ Đan enŚanĐe tŚe 
ƉrŽteĐƟŽn ŽĨ 'ŽŽĚ ̂ aŵaritans͘ dŚis ǁŽuůĚ enĐŽuraŐe 
ŵŽre ƉeŽƉůe tŽ steƉ ĨŽrǁarĚ anĚ assist ŽtŚers ĚurinŐ 
emergencies.

5. Charter of Rights Display: ,ŽsƉitaůs anĚ ƉŽůiĐe 
staƟŽns sŚŽuůĚ ƉrŽŵinentůy ĚisƉůay a ͞CŚarter ŽĨ 
ZiŐŚts͟ ĨŽr 'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritans͕ as ŵanĚateĚ ďy tŚe 
^uƉreŵe CŽurt͘ dŚis ensures tŚat tŚŽse ǁŚŽ ŚeůƉ in 
emergencies are aware ŽĨ tŚeir ůeŐaů ƉrŽteĐƟŽns͘

6. Adoption of Best Practices: >earninŐ ĨrŽŵ suĐĐessĨuů 

ŵŽĚeůs͕ ůiŬe tŚe ƉrŽǀisiŽns in CanaĚian states ǁŚere 

^aŵaritans are nŽt ŚeůĚ ůiaďůe ĨŽr eŵerŐenĐy aiĚ 

unůess ŐrŽss neŐůiŐenĐe is ŽďserǀeĚ͘

Conclusion: 

 dŚe >aǁ CŽŵŵissiŽn says tŚat iĨ aĐĐiĚent ǀiĐƟŵs 

Őet ŚeůƉ ǁitŚin tŚe Įrst ŚŽur͕  ĐaůůeĚ tŚe ͞Golden Hour,” 

aďŽut ϱ0й ŽĨ tŚeŵ ĐŽuůĚ ďe saǀeĚ͕ ǁŚiĐŚ ŵaŬes tŚe rŽůe 

ŽĨ 'ŽŽĚ ^aŵaritans iŵƉŽrtant͘ dŚey are eǀeryĚay ŚerŽes 

ǁŚŽ sŚŽǁ ŬinĚness anĚ ĐŽŵƉassiŽn͕ ŵaŬinŐ a ƉŽsiƟǀe 

ĚifferenĐe in tŚe ůiǀes ŽĨ ŽtŚers tŚrŽuŐŚ tŚeir seůŇess 

aĐƟŽns͘

3.  STRAY DOGS
 AĐĐŽrĚinŐ tŽ tŚe EaƟŽnaů Criŵe ZeĐŽrĚs �ureau͕ 

tŚere ǁere 4͕ϭ4ϲ reƉŽrteĚ ĚeatŚs ĐauseĚ ďy ĚŽŐ ďites in 

/nĚia͕ ŚiŐŚůiŐŚƟnŐ tŚe urŐent neeĚ ĨŽr ďeƩer ŵanaŐeŵent 

ŽĨ stray ĚŽŐs͘ 

Who are Stray Dogs?

1. ^tray ĚŽŐs are ĚŽŐs tŚat ĚŽn͛t Śaǀe a ŚŽŵe Žr Žǁner͘  

dŚey ǁanĚer arŽunĚ ůŽŽŬinŐ ĨŽr ĨŽŽĚ anĚ sŚeůter Žn 

their own.

2. /nĚia is ŚŽŵe tŽ an esƟŵateĚ ϭ͘ϱ ĐrŽre stray ĚŽŐs͕ 

ǁŚiĐŚ is tŚe ŚiŐŚest in tŚe ǁŽrůĚ͘

3. ^tray ĚŽŐs Đan sŽŵeƟŵes ďite ƉeŽƉůe͕ esƉeĐiaůůy iĨ 

tŚey Ĩeeů tŚreateneĚ Žr iĨ tŚey͛re siĐŬ Žr ŚunŐry͘ 

4. /t Đan ůeaĚ tŽ inũuries anĚ sŽŵeƟŵes eǀen ĚeatŚ͕ 

ĚeƉenĚinŐ Žn tŚe seǀerity ŽĨ tŚe ďite anĚ ǁŚetŚer 

tŚe ĚŽŐ Śas raďies Žr ŽtŚer Ěiseases͘ 

Stakeholders Involved:

1. Government authorities: DaŬe anĚ enĨŽrĐe ůaǁs 

reůateĚ tŽ aniŵaů ĐŽntrŽů anĚ ƉuďůiĐ saĨety͘

2. Animal welfare organizations: tŽrŬ tŽ ƉrŽteĐt anĚ 

Đare ĨŽr stray aniŵaůs͕ aĚǀŽĐate ĨŽr tŚeir riŐŚts͕ anĚ 

promote responsible pet ownership.

3. Healthcare professionals: dreat anĚ ƉrŽǀiĚe ŵeĚiĐaů 

Đare ĨŽr inĚiǀiĚuaůs ǁŚŽ Śaǀe ďeen ďiƩen ďy stray 

ĚŽŐs͕ anĚ ŵay aůsŽ ƉrŽǀiĚe ŐuiĚanĐe Žn raďies 

ƉreǀenƟŽn anĚ treatŵent͘
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4. Local communities: CŽnĐerneĚ resiĚents ǁŚŽ ŵay 

ďe ĚireĐtůy affeĐteĚ ďy stray ĚŽŐs anĚ ĚŽŐ ďites͕ anĚ 

ŵay aĚǀŽĐate ĨŽr Žr aŐainst sƉeĐiĮĐ interǀenƟŽns Žr 

policies.

5. Pet owners: ZesƉŽnsiďůe ĨŽr tŚeir Žǁn Ɖets anĚ ŵay 

ďe affeĐteĚ ďy stray ĚŽŐ issues͘

6. Businesses and tourism industry: CŽnĐerneĚ aďŽut 

tŚe ƉŽtenƟaů iŵƉaĐt ŽĨ ĚŽŐ ďites Žn ƉuďůiĐ saĨety anĚ 

tŚe reƉutaƟŽn ŽĨ tŽurist ĚesƟnaƟŽns͘

Ethical Considerations regarding the control of 
stray dogs:

1. Animal Welfare:

a. Utilitarianism: hƟůitarianisŵ aiŵs tŽ ŵaǆiŵise 

Žǀeraůů ŚaƉƉiness Žr ǁeůů-ďeinŐ͘ tŚen it ĐŽŵes 

tŽ ĚeaůinŐ ǁitŚ stray ĚŽŐs͕ suƉƉŽrters arŐue 

tŚat ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ tŚeir ƉŽƉuůaƟŽns Đan Ɖreǀent 

sufferinŐ͕ as ŵany suĐŚ ĚŽŐs ĨaĐe ŚunŐer͕  

Ěisease͕ anĚ inũury Žn tŚe streets͘

b. Animal Rights: Kn tŚe ŽtŚer ŚanĚ͕ aniŵaů riŐŚts 

aĚǀŽĐates ŵay arŐue tŚat ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ stray 

ƉŽƉuůaƟŽns tŚrŽuŐŚ eutŚanasia Žr aŐŐressiǀe 

ŵeasures ǀiŽůates tŚe riŐŚts ŽĨ inĚiǀiĚuaů aniŵaůs 

tŽ ůiǀe Ĩreeůy͘ 

2. Public Safety:

a. Deontological Ethics: &rŽŵ a ĚeŽntŽůŽŐiĐaů 

ƉersƉeĐƟǀe͕ ǁŚiĐŚ eŵƉŚasiǌes ĚuƟes anĚ 

ƉrinĐiƉůes͕ ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ stray ĚŽŐs ĐŽuůĚ ďe seen 

as a Ěuty ŽĨ autŚŽriƟes tŽ ƉrŽteĐt ĐiƟǌens ĨrŽŵ 

ƉŽtenƟaů Śarŵ͘ ^tray ĚŽŐs Đan ƉŽse risŬs suĐŚ 

as sƉreaĚinŐ Ěisease͕ aƩaĐŬinŐ Śuŵans Žr ŽtŚer 

aniŵaůs͕ anĚ ĐausinŐ aĐĐiĚents͘ dŚus͕ ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ 

tŚeir ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn ĐŽuůĚ ďe ũusƟĮeĚ tŽ ensure 

public safety.

b. Social Contract Theory: Some may argue that 

ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ stray ƉŽƉuůaƟŽns is Ɖart ŽĨ tŚe sŽĐiaů 

ĐŽntraĐt ĐiƟǌens Śaǀe ǁitŚ tŚeir ŐŽǀernŵent͘ 

CiƟǌens eǆƉeĐt tŚeir autŚŽriƟes tŽ ŵaintain 

ƉuďůiĐ ŽrĚer anĚ saĨety͕  anĚ ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ stray 

aniŵaůs ĐŽuůĚ ďe seen as ĨuůĮůůinŐ tŚis ŽďůiŐaƟŽn͘

3. Compassion and Empathy: 
a. Virtue ethics eŵƉŚasiǌes ĐuůƟǀaƟnŐ ŵŽraů 

ĐŚaraĐter anĚ ǀirtues suĐŚ as ĐŽŵƉassiŽn anĚ 
empathy. 

b. dŚŽse aĚǀŽĐaƟnŐ ĨŽr tŚe treatŵent ŽĨ strays ŵay 
arŐue tŚat ĐŽntrŽůůinŐ ƉŽƉuůaƟŽns sŚŽuůĚ ďe 
ĚŽne ǁitŚ ĐŽŵƉassiŽn anĚ eŵƉatŚy͕  ĐŽnsiĚerinŐ 
tŚe ǁeůů-ďeinŐ ŽĨ inĚiǀiĚuaů aniŵaůs ǁŚiůe aůsŽ 
aĚĚressinŐ ƉuďůiĐ saĨety ĐŽnĐerns͘ 

4. Environmental Impact:
a. ^tray ĚŽŐs Đan Śaǀe eĐŽůŽŐiĐaů iŵƉaĐts͕ 

ƉarƟĐuůarůy in sensiƟǀe eĐŽsysteŵs Žr areas ǁitŚ 
enĚanŐereĚ sƉeĐies͘ 

b. �tŚiĐaů ĐŽnsiĚeraƟŽns ŵay inǀŽůǀe ďaůanĐinŐ tŚe 
neeĚs ŽĨ stray aniŵaůs ǁitŚ tŚe ƉreserǀaƟŽn ŽĨ 
ůŽĐaů eĐŽsysteŵs anĚ ďiŽĚiǀersity͘

What is the Present Policy Framework in India to 
control stray dogs?
1. Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (PCA), 1960: 

dŚis ůaǁ ŵaŬes ŬiůůinŐ stray ĚŽŐs ƉunisŚaďůe͕ 
ĐŽnsiĚerinŐ aĐƟŽns ůiŬe tŽrture Žr transƉŽrƟnŐ tŚeŵ 
in ǁays tŚat Đause sufferinŐ as Đrueůty͘

2. Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI): �staďůisŚeĚ 
unĚer tŚe WCA ŽĨ ϭϵϲ0͕ tŚis aĚǀisŽry ďŽĚy Śas ǁŽrŬeĚ 
tŽ ƉrŽŵŽte aniŵaů ǁeůĨare sinĐe ϭϵϲ2͘

3. Animal Birth Control (ABC) Program: dŚis ƉrŽŐraŵ 
aiŵs tŽ ĐŽntrŽů tŚe stray ĚŽŐ ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn tŚrŽuŐŚ 
steriůiǌaƟŽn anĚ ǀaĐĐinaƟŽn ďy >ŽĐaů ďŽĚies ůiŬe 
ŵuniĐiƉaůiƟes anĚ WanĐŚayats͘  

4. Judicial Perspective͗  /n tŚe Animal Welfare Board 
of India vs Nagaraja case (2014), the Supreme Court 
stateĚ tŚat eǀery sƉeĐies Śas tŚe riŐŚt tŽ ůiĨe anĚ 
seĐurity͕  eǆĐeƉt ǁŚen tŚe ůaǁ aůůŽǁs taŬinŐ tŚeir ůiǀes 
out of human necessity.

Conclusion: 
 /t is saiĚ tŚat ͞/n a ǁŽrůĚ ǁŚere yŽu Đan ďe anytŚinŐ͕ 
ďe ŬinĚ͘͟  /n ĐŽnĐůusiŽn͕ aĚĚressinŐ tŚe ĐŚaůůenŐes ƉŽseĚ 
ďy stray ĚŽŐs reƋuires nŽt Žnůy aĐƟŽn ďut aůsŽ ĐŽŵƉassiŽn 
anĚ ĐŽůůaďŽraƟŽn͘ >et us stanĚ tŽŐetŚer͕  raise Žur ǀŽiĐes͕ 
anĚ ǁŽrŬ tŽǁarĚs a Ĩuture ǁŚere ŬinĚness anĚ eŵƉatŚy 
ŐuiĚe Žur interaĐƟŽns ǁitŚ aůů Đreatures͕ ĐreaƟnŐ a ǁŽrůĚ 
ǁŚere ďŽtŚ Śuŵans anĚ aniŵaůs Đan ůiǀe in ŚarŵŽny. 
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FORESTS ARE THE BEST CASE STUDIES FOR 
ECONOMIC EXCELLENCE

 A common thread runs between the Indus Valley 

Civilization, the Rig Vedic age, the Chipko Movement and 

the Padma awardee Jamuna Tudu. 

 Yes, that’s right! It is their love and respect for trees 

and forests. The people of the Indus Valley Civilisation and 

the hymns of the Rig Veda revered forests and wildlife. 

The participants of the Chipko Movement realised the 

importance of forests and hugged them to prevent their 

felling. More recently Jamuna Tudu achieved a similar feat 

and saved around ten thousand trees from the timber 

mafia. 

 Thus, since time immemorial, our civilisation has 

had respect and admiration our environment. This is 

reflected in our vernacular saying, ‘Van hi jeevan hai’, 

i.e., forests themselves are our life. These forests provide 

us with materials to sustain life like oxygen, food, water 

and shelter. But more importantly we can learn several 

lessons from them that can make our life more pleasant 

and meaningful. 

Forests and economic excellence

 Forests are the best case studies for economic 

excellence in several ways. Firstly, they use the resources 

available to them in the most efficient manner. For 

instance, we have never heard of a case where a plant 

took more sunlight or oxygen than it needed. However, 

that is not the case with humans. Our government gives 

higher subsidy on urea compared to other fertilisers. This 

has led to our farmers only providing urea to the crops 

irrespective of which nutrients the soil is lacking. 

I. Essay
 Secondly, all the products of a tree have multiple 

uses. The bark can be used to build furniture or extract 

items like rubber, the leaves of some are edible like 

mahua, or give fruits like mangoes. We can learn from this 

and manufacture goods with multiple uses. This would 

ensure innovative manufacturing which can help boost 

employment and lower costs to consumer. 

 Thirdly, Balance is another lesson we can imbibe from 

forests. Various species of trees grow together in a forest. 

There is no domination of one over the other and they exist 

in sustainable cohabitation. Similarly, our economy should 

be a balanced one. One sector should not dominate over 

the other, like it happens in our country where 54% of the 

population works in agriculture. 

 Fourthly, there is also diversity and variety in forests. 

Various kinds of forests are found all around the world - 

Tropical evergreen in Mexico, deciduous in India, coniferous 

in Canada etc. Each has its own utility and such diversity is 

enriching. The economy of a nation should also be diverse 

in its production, consumption and export. It should not 

be just an oil economy, like Kuwait or a labour-exporting 

economy, like Vietnam. Such dependence proves very 

harmful when crisis like the COVID-19 pandemic knocks 

on our doors. Economist Raghuram Rajan has thus aptly 

observed that ‘diversity is the foundation of a strong 

economy. 

 But perhaps the most important lesson that forests 

can teach us is that of adaptability and resilience. Forests 

are always adapting to the changing weather, climate 

and even disasters like cyclones. The trees shed their 

leaves during winters and close their stomata to control 
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evaporation during summer. The world economy has to 

imitate this example, especially in today’s time when some 

or the other crisis is always around the corner.

Relevance today - A stitch in time saves nine

 The world is facing a poly-crisis today. Economically, 

the pandemic took away several jobs. Nations are now 

becoming ‘fortress economies’, not letting in firms of 

other nations. Economic borders are contracting, not only 

for goods and services, but also for human resources. Add 

to that the Russia-Ukraine war, which has wreaked havoc 

by disrupting global supply chains.  

 Environmentally, climate change is the greatest peril 

for the entire human race. As per the UN Environment 

Programme, it would hamper food security, worker 

productivity and the extreme disasters would destroy 

infrastructure and take lives. We saw this play out in the 

Pakistan floods of 2022 and more recently, when Cyclone 

Biparjoy made its landfall in Gujarat.

 Socially, we see inequality persisting in the society. 

As per the Oxfam Report, top 3% in India own more than 

50% of the nation’s wealth. The falling ranks in the Global 

Hunger Index also shows the grim effect of such inequality 

and poverty. 

 In such a gloomy situation, the teachings from 

forests would be our glimmer of hope. All of the learnings 

mentioned before, if learnt, would ensure the best use 

of our scarce resources and enable us to tide over such 

hiccups. A balanced, diversified economy would raise 

the standard of living of the people by taking them out 

of the disguised employment of agriculture. It would also 

manoeuvre the economy of India out of services or the 

software exports, into other domains like handicrafts, 

textiles, infrastructure etc. Imbibing these lessons is thus 

the need of the hour

Learning from the best

 We are now aware of the teachings that we need 

to emulate. But how should we emulate them? Our 

government has already taken some steps to achieve 

economic excellence at parwith the forests.

 For adapting to crisis, the PM Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana was rolled out, so that the vulnerable have a safety 

net during the lockdown. An amount of Rs. 500 was also 

given, for three months, to women Jan Dhan account 

holders. Moreover, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

was paused to save businesses from vanquishing.

 The share of employment of people in manufacturing 

is being improved through schemes like Start Up India, 

Stand Up India and MUDRA. With this, India will see a 

number of sectors contributing to the GDP, not just the 

agriculture.

 For diversity, like in forests, the PLI scheme and the 

One District, One Product has been launched. Finally, to tie 

all of them up together and ensure efficient utilisation of 

resources, the Gati Shakti masterplan has been rolled out 

by the Ministry of Finance.

In a nutshell

 Forest indeed are the best case studies for economic 

excellence. We only used to consider them as providers 

of food, air and shelter, but now we know we can learn so 

much more from them - in life and in economy. The Indus 

Valley and the Rig Vedic people had knowledge about this 

and therefore, worshipped them. Let us take a cue out of 

their books and try to put to use the various values that 

forests teach us. That would help us lead a fruitful life and 

also stay true to our ancient wisdom -

“Vruksho Rakshati Rakshitah”

(The trees would save you if you save them.)
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1.   PRADHAN MANTRI ADI ADARSH GRAM 
YOJANA (PMAAGY)

 ZeĐentůy͕  dŚe Warůiaŵentary Ɖaneů Žn ^ŽĐiaů JusƟĐe 
anĚ �ŵƉŽǁerŵent Śas ŚiŐŚůiŐŚteĚ sůŽǁ ƉaĐe ŽĨ 
iŵƉůeŵentaƟŽn ŽĨ tŚe WraĚŚan Dantri AĚi AĚarsŚ 'raŵ 
zŽũana ;WDAA'zͿ͘

Background:
1. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been implementing 

the scheme ‘Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-
Plan (SCA to TSP)’.

2. It was started in 1977-78.
3. After the merger of Plan and Non-Plan expenditure, 

the scheme was known as ‘Special Central Assistance 
to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS)’ since 2017. 

4. Earlier the coverage of the scheme was limited to 23 
States (including J&K), while the States of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland were not 
covered. 

5. During the year 2017-18, it was decided by the 
Ministry to extend the benefit of the scheme to these 
States as well in the larger interest of the STs. 

About: It aims at mitigating gaps and providing basic 
infrastructure in villages with significant tribal populations.
Implementation Period: 2021-22 to 2025-26
Objectives: The main objective of this scheme is to 
achieve integrated socio-economic development of 
selected villages through a convergence approach. It will 
include the following components:
1. Preparing Village Development Plans, based on the 

needs, potential, and aspirations.
2. Maximizing the coverage of individual/family benefit 

schemes of the Central / State Governments.
3. Improving the infrastructure in vital sectors like health, 

education, connectivity and livelihood.

Features:
1. Nature of the Scheme: The Scheme ‘PMAAGY’ is a 

Centrally Sponsored Scheme with a 100% Grant from 
the Government of India (Gol).

J. Scheme
2. Provision of fund under the Scheme: A sum of Rs. 

20.38 lakh per village will be provided as a ‘gap-filling’ 

fund for approved activities including administrative 

expenses.

3. Implementing Agency: Implementation of the scheme 

will be done through the State / UT Government 

administration.

4. Village Development Plans: The VDP will also aim at 

the following inclusions,

a) Skill Development plans

b) Village Development Plans with Community 

Forest Development

c) Integration of the Van Dhan Programme

d) Conservation of perennial river resources and 

water bodies originating from forests

5. Technical Support: Project Monitoring Unit (PMU) 

will be set up at the Central and State levels to provide 

technical resource support.

6. Database Management: A dedicated MIS will be 

developed to monitor the progress of work.

7. Approval Mechanism: Approval of the annual plan 

under the scheme will be given by the Ministry of 

Tribal Affairs, following the procedure as stipulated 

under the scheme guidelines.

Coverage of the Scheme: 
 Aůů ^tates anĚ hds ŚaǀinŐ nŽƟĮeĚ tŚe ^d ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn 
ǁiůů ďe ĐŽǀereĚ unĚer tŚe ^ĐŚeŵe͘ A tŽtaů ŽĨ ϯϲ͕42ϴ 
ǀiůůaŐes ŚaǀinŐ at ůeast ϱ0й ^d ƉŽƉuůaƟŽn anĚ ϱ00 ^d 
ƉersŽns Śaǀe ďeen iĚenƟĮeĚ tŽ ďe ĐŽǀereĚ in tŚe Įrst 
ƉŚase ŽĨ Įǀe years ĚurinŐ 202ϭ-22 tŽ 202ϱ-2ϲ͘

Role of States/UTs: 
 ^tatesͬhds are enĐŽuraŐeĚ ĨŽr ĐŽnǀerŐenĐe ŽĨ 
resŽurĐes as Centraůͬ^tate ^ĐŚeĚuůeĚ driďe CŽŵƉŽnent 
;^dCͿ ĨunĚs anĚ ŽtŚer ĮnanĐiaů resŽurĐes aǀaiůaďůe ǁitŚ 
tŚeŵ ĨŽr saturaƟŽn ŽĨ inĨrastruĐture anĚ serǀiĐes in tŚe 
ǀiůůaŐes iĚenƟĮeĚ unĚer WDAA'z͘
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2.   PRADHAN MANTRI GARIB KALYAN ANNA 
YOJANA (PM-GKAY)

 Recently, the Prime Minister announced that the 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) will 

be extended for an additional 5 years until December 

2028.

Launched: April 2020

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Finance

Operated by: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 

Distribution

About the Scheme: 

1. It was launched under the vision of “Atmanirbhar 

Bharat” to supply free food grains to migrants and 

poor.

2. It was announced as part of the 1st relief package 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Purpose:

1. Under this scheme, the centre provides 5kg of free 

food grains per person per month to the poor. 

2. This is in addition to the subsidized (Rs 2-3 per kg) 

ration provided under the National Food Security 

Act (NFSA) to families covered under the Public 

Distribution System (PDS). 

Eligibility

1. Families belonging to the Below Poverty Line - 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and Priority Households 

(PHH) categories will be eligible for the scheme.

2. PHH are to be identified by State Governments/Union 

Territory Administrations as per criteria evolved by 

them. AAY families are to be identified by States/

UTs as per the criteria prescribed by the Central 

Government.

3. Households headed by widows or terminally ill 

persons or disabled persons or persons aged 60 years 

or more with no assured means of subsistence or 

societal support.

4. Widows or terminally ill persons or disabled persons 

or persons aged 60 years or more or single women or 

single men with no family or societal support.

5. All primitive tribal households.

6. Landless agriculture labourers, marginal farmers, rural 

artisans/craftsmen such as potters, tanners, weavers, 

blacksmiths, carpenters, slum dwellers, and persons 

earning their livelihood on daily basis in the informal 

sector like porters, coolies, rickshaw pullers, hand 

cart pullers, fruit and flower sellers, snake charmers, 

rag pickers, cobblers, destitutes and other similar 

categories in both rural and urban areas.

7. All eligible Below Poverty Line families of HIV positive 

persons.

Documents Required

1. Ration Card

2. Aadhar Card (if linked with Ration Card)

Benefits

1. More than 80 crore people will be provided 5 kg free 

wheat/rice per person/month along with 1 kg free 

whole chana to each family per month. 

2. Wheat has been allocated to 6 States/UTs, - Punjab, 

Haryana, Rajasthan, Chandigarh, Delhi and Gujarat 

and rice has been provided to the remaining States/

UTs. 

3. This is over and above the regular monthly entitlements 

under the National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA).

Merger of PMGKAY and NFSA

1. The government approved the integration of PM-

GKAY benefits with the provisions of the NFSA Act in 

January 2023.

2. The integration aims to streamline the delivery of free 

food grains. 
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3. It also ensures that families falling under the 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and priority households 

(PHH) categories receive free food grains as per their 

entitlement under NFSA.

3.  PRADHAN MANTRI SURYODAYA YOJANA

 /n January 2024͕ tŚe Wriŵe Dinister annŽunĐeĚ tŚe 

͚WraĚŚan Dantri ^uryŽĚaya zŽũana͛ unĚer ǁŚiĐŚ Žne 

ĐrŽre ŚŽuseŚŽůĚs ǁiůů Őet rŽŽŌŽƉ sŽůar Ɖaneůs aĐrŽss tŚe 

naƟŽn͘

Goal: To Reduce the Electricity Bill

Nodal Agency: Rural Electrification Corporation (REC)

Key Features:

1. It aims to equip one crore poor to middle-class 

households with rooftop solar panels in a bit to 

provide electricity from solar energy.

2. The scheme will not only reduce the electricity bill of 

the poor and middle class but will also make India self-

reliant in the energy sector.

3. To start a massive national campaign to mobilise 

residential segment consumers to adopt rooftop solar 

in large numbers.

Eligibility:

1. The candidates must be Indian nationals.

2. The applicant’s yearly income can be up to Rs 1 or 1.5 

lakh.

3. All necessary paperwork has to be filed correctly.

4. Candidates should not be working for the government 

at the moment.

Significance:

1. The scheme aims to achieve 40 GW rooftop solar 

capacity by March 2026.

2. It will help households to save between Rs 15,000 

to18,000 annually.

3.  The net metering policy will allow them to sell 

any surplus electricity to distribution companies 

(DISCOMs).  

4. The net-metering policy allows rooftop solar power 

users to transfer their excess power back into the grid, 

thereby reducing their electricity costs. 

5. It will reduce the consumption of grid-connected 

electricity and save electricity costs for the consumer.

 About Rooftop Solar Panels: Rooftop solar panels are 

photovoltaic panels installed on the roof of a building that 

is connected to the main power supply unit.

4.   PRADHAN MANTRI ANUSUCHIT JAATI 
ABHYUDAY YOJANA (PM-AJAY)

Background

1. PM-AJAY was launched in the year 2021-22.

Objectives

1. To reduce poverty of the SC communities by generation 

of additional employment opportunities through skill 

development, income generating schemes and other 

initiatives.

2. To improve socio-economic developmental indicators 

by ensuring adequate infrastructure and requisite 

services in the SC dominated villages.

3. To increase literacy and encourage enrolment of 

SCs in schools and higher educational institutions 

by providing adequate residential facilities in quality 

institutions, as well as residential schools where 

required, especially in the aspirational districts/ SC 

dominated blocks and elsewhere in India.

 Present position

1. States needs to submit their Annual Action Plan (AAP) 

in online mode through the web-portal.
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2. Login details for State and District Level Officers has 

been sent to email of Principal Secretary of the States.

3. There are 2 id’s for each level (State/District). One for 

creation of projects and another for its approval.

4. De-centralised planning will be used for creation of 

projects.

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

Combination of Three Schemes

dŚe sĐŚeŵe is a ŵerŐer ŽĨ ϯ Centraůůy ̂ ƉŽnsŽreĚ ̂ ĐŚeŵes 

naŵeůy͗

1. Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAGY).

2. Special Central Assistance to Scheduled Castes Sub 

Plan (SCA to SCSP). 

3. Babu Jagjivan Ram Chhatrawas Yojana (BJRCY).

Components: 

The Scheme has 3 components:

1. Development of SC dominated villages into an 

“Adarsh Gram”: The objective is to ensure the 

integrated development of SC majority villages, 

ensuring they have sufficient infrastructure.

2. Grants-in-aid’ for District/State-level Projects: 

a. To increase the income of the target population 

by way of comprehensive livelihood projects.

b. Improve socio-economic developmental 

indicators by ensuring adequate infrastructure in 

the SC dominated villages.

c. Increase literacy and encourage enrolment of SCs 

in schools by providing residential schools, where 

required.

3. Construction/Repair of Hostels in higher educational 

institutions:

a. The construction of hostels is one of the means 

to enable and encourage students belonging to 

Scheduled Castes (SC) to attain quality education. 

b. Such hostels are immensely beneficial to the 

students coming from rural and remote areas of 

the country. 

c. While the component of construction of hostels 

for SC girls is in operation from the Third Five Year 

Plan (1961-66), the same for boys was started 

with effect from the year 1989-90.

Special Provisions:

1. Upto 15% of the total Grants will be used on income 

generating economic development schemes/

programme for SC Women.

2. Upto 30% of the total Grants should be utilized for 

infrastructure development.

3. Atleast 10% of the total funds for skill development.

4. Promote SC Women Cooperatives engaged in 

production and marketing of consumer goods and 

services.

Achievements during the current Financial 

Year2023-24:

1. During the current FY2023-24, 1834 villages have 

been declared as Adarsh Gram under the Adarsh 

Gram Component. 

2. The Hostel component of the scheme has sanctioned 

15 new hostels.

3. The Grant-in-aid component has approved a 

perspective plan for 17 states for the current financial 

year. 

Coverage:

1. Scheme implemented in 28 States/UTs.

2. Not Covered States/UTs:

a) States: Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya 

& Mizoram

b) UTs: A & N Islands, Dadra Nagar Haveli, Daman & 

Diu, Ladakh& Lakshadweep.
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